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ACTS  AND  LAWS, 

PASSED  BY  THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON.  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
SUFFOLK,  ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY 
OF   MAT,  ANNO  DOMINI,   1784. 


1784.  — Chapter  1. 

[May  Sewion,  cb.  1.] 

AN   ACT   FOR   THE    APPOINTING    AND    EMPOWERING   COMMIS-   (Jhap.  1 
SIGNERS,  ON  THE  PART  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  IN  CON-  ^ 

JUNCTION  WITH  SUCH  AS  ARE  OR  MAY  BE  APPOINTED  BY 
THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  BOUNDARY 
LINE  BETWEEN  THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  STATE  AFORE- 
SAID, EASTWARD  OF  HUDSON'S  RIVER. 

Whereas  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Pr«*nibie, 
seventy^hree^  a  boundary  line  on  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  late  Province,  now  State  of  New  York,  and  extending 
from  the  southern  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  late 
Province,  now  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  was 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  Commissioners  appointed  and 
authorized  for  the  said  purpose,  by  the  legislatures  of 
the  said  Provinces  respectively:  And  whej^eas  it  appears 
that  the  said  line  has  never  been  ascertained  pursuant  to 
the  said  agreement : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  Joseph  Hawley^  Caleb  Strong,  commisMonen 
Timjnthy  Edwards,  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esquires,  be,  »pp<^*°^«**- 
and  they  hereby  are  appointed  Commissioners,  on  the  part 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  ascertaining  the  line  afore- 
said ;  and  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  meet  such  Com- 
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Their  powon. 


To  be  commls- 
•loned  by  the 
Governor. 


Former  act 
repealed. 


missioners  as  are  or  may  be  appointed,  and  vested  with 
similar  powers  for  the  above  purpose  by  the  legislature  of 
New  Yorky  and  in  conjunction  with  them  to  ascertain, 
run,  and  mark  the  said  boundary  line ;  which  line,  when 
so  ascertained,  shall  forever  afterwards  be  held  and  con- 
sidered to  be  the  true  and  just  boundary  line  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  that  part  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the 
State  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  enactedy  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  on  the  part  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  authorized 
and  empowered  to  employ  a  surveyor  or  surveyors,  and 
a  sufficient  number  of  chainbearers,  to  ascertain  the  said 
line  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  conjunction  with  such  Commis- 
sioners as  are  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  legislature  of 
New  York  as  aforesaid,  to  agree  upon  and  confirm  the 
titles  of  individuals  to  such  lands  as  they  may  now 
respectively  hold,  in  virtue  of  any  grant  or  grants  made 
by  either  of  the  said  governments,  upon  such  terms  and 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  judge  reasonable.* 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  on  the  part  of  this 
Commonwealth,  shall,  prior  to  their  proceeding  on  the 
business  herein  assigned  them,  receive  a  commission  from 
the  Governor  with  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  thereto 
affixe<J,  agreeable  to  the  powers  with  which  they  are 
vested  in  and  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth, on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  bearing  the 
same  title  with  this  act,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed  and 
rendered  null  and  void,  June  4, 1784. 


Chap.  2 


Insolvent  es- 
tates, how  to  be 
distributed. 


1784.  — Chapter  2. 

[May  Session,  oh.  2.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OP  INSOLVENT  ESTATES. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ^  in  General  Cqurt  assembled y  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  samCy  That  when  the  estate  of  any  person  deceased 
shall  be  insolvent  or  insufficient  to  pay  all  just  debts  which 
the  deceased  owed,  the  same  shall  be  distributed  to  and 
among  all  the  creditors,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  to  them 
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respectively  due  and  owing,  savino:  that  debts  due  for  all 
rates  and  taxes,  and  debtij  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
for  the  last  sickness  and  necessary  funeral  expences  of  the 
deceased  are  to  be  first  paid.  And  the  executor  or  admin- 
istrator appointed  to  any  such  insolvent  e-tate  before  pay- 
ment to  any  be  made  (except  as  aforesaid)  shall  represent 
the  condition  and  circumstances  thereof  unto  the  Judge  of 
Probate.  And  the  said  Judge  shall  nominate  and  appoint  bSte^tVap^int 
two  or  more  tit  persons  to  be  commissioners,  with  full  commisfcioneri. 
power  to  receive  and  examine  all  claims  of  the  several 
creditors ;  and  such  commissioners  shall  cause  the  times 
and  places  of  their  meeting,  to  attend  the  creditors  for 
receiving  and  examining  their  claims,  to  be  made  known 
by  causing  notifications  thereof  to  be  posted  up  in  some 
public  place,  in  the  shire  town  of  the  county  where  such 
deceased  person  last  dwelt,  and  of  the  two  next  counties, 
or  by  causing  an  advertisement  thereof  to  be  printed  in 
such  public  newspaper  or  papers  as  the  tJudge  of  Probate  * 
shall  direct ;  and  six  months  and  such  further  time  not 
exceeding  eighteen  months,  (as  the  circumstances  of  any 
estate  may  require)  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  judge  lo 
the  creditors  for  bringing  in  and  proving  their  claims ;  at 
the  end  of  which  limited  time,  such  comraiHsioners  shall 
make  their  report,  and  present  upon  oath  a  list  of  all  the 
claims  that  shall  have  been  laid  before  them,  with  the  sums 
they  shall  allow  on  each  claim  unto  the  said  Judge ;  and 
the  Judge  shall  order  them  meet  recompence  out  of  the 
deceased's  estate  for  their  care  and  labor  in  examining 
the  claims ;  and  the  debts  due  for  all  rates  and  taxes,  and 
debts  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  debts  incurred  for  the  last 
sickness  of  the  deceased,  and  necessary  funeral  expences 
as  afore  provided,  being  first  deducted,  shall  order  the 
residue  and  remainder  of  the  estate  both  real  and  per- 
sonal, (the  real  estate  being  sold  according  to  law)  to  be 
paid  and  distributed  to  and  among  the  creditoi*s  who  shall 
have  made  out  their  claims  with  the  commissioners  as 
aforesaid,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  unto  them  respectively 
due  and  owing,  saving  unto  the  widow  (if  any  be)  her 
right  of  dower  in  the  housing  and  lands  of  the  deceased, 
which  dower  (unless  the  reversion  shall  be  sold  by  the 
executor  or  administrator,  and  distributed  with  the  other 
estate  which  the  Judge  may  order  if  he  see  fit,  upon 
application  then-for)  at  the  expiration  of  her  term,  shall 
also  be  distributed  among  the  creditors  aforesaid  in  like 
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Proviso.  proportion.     Provided^  That  notwithstanding  the  report 

of  any  commissioners,  any  creditor  whose  claim  is  wholly 
or  in  part  rejected,  may  have  the  same  determined  at  the 
common  law,  in  case  he  shall  give  notice  thereof  in  writing 
at  the  Probate  office  within  twenty  days  after  such  report 
shall  be  made,  and  bring  and  prosecute  his  action  as  soon 
as  may  be ;  and  in  case  the  executor  or  administrator  shall 
be  dissatisfied  with  any  creditor's  claim  allowed  by  the 
commissioners,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  at  the  Probate 
office,  and  also  to  the  creditor,  within  twenty  days  as 
aforesaid,  such  claim  shall  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  be 
struck  out  of  the  commissioners  report,  unless  such  cred- 
itors shall  commence  and  prosecute  at  the  common  law 
his  claim  as  aforesaid  as  speedily  as  the  same  can  be  done, 
or  unless  the  creditor  and  the  executor  or  administrator 
shall  agree  before  the  Judge  to  submit  thd  same  to  refer- 
ence ;  in  which  case  the  determination  of  the  referees 
shall  be  final ;  and  when  a  claim  shall  be  disputed  in  the 
course  of  the  common  law  as  aforesaid,  execution  shall 
not  issue  as  in  common  cases,  but  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  respecting  the  same,  shall  be  the  amount  of  the 
claim,  and  added  to  or  deducted  from  the  commissioners 
No  action  to  be  rcport,  as  the  case  may  require.  And  no  action  brought 
Mptfo?debu  against  any  executor  or  administrator  after  the  estate 
Commonwealth,  shall  be  represented  insolvent,  shall  be  sustained,  except 
for  debts  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  debts  due  for  all 
rates  or  taxes,  for  the  deceased's  last  sickness  and  funeral 
charges,  unless  the  executor  or  administrator  having  objec- 
tion to  the  claim  upon  which  such  action  shall  be  brought, 
shall  consent  to  have  the  same  settled  by  course  of  law, 
in  which  case  the  judgment  of  the  Court  shall  determine 
the  said  claim,  and  be  reported  by  the  commissioners  as 
such.  And  all  actions  brought  against  any  executor  or 
administrator  before  the  estate  is  represented  insolvent, 
shall  be  continued  until  it  shall  appear  whether  the  said 
estate  is  insolvent  or  not,  and  if  found  insolvent,  the 
process  shall  be  conducted  as  above  provided.  And  if 
any  creditor  shall  not  make  out  his  claim  with  the  com- 
missioners within  the  time  of  their  commission,  or  at  the 
common  law,  or  before  referees,  in  the  manner  this  act 
provides,  he  shall  be  forever  barred  of  his  debt ;  unless 
such  creditor  shall  find  some  other  estate  of  the  deceased, 
not  inventoried  or  accounted  for  by  the  executor  or  • 
administrator  before  distribution.  June  15^  1784. 
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1784.  — Chapter  3. 

[May  Seasion,  oh.  8.] 

AN  ACT  FOB  ENABLING  THE  FIRST  PRECINCT  BELONGING  TO,  Qfiaj}    3 
AND  LYING   WITHIN  THE  TOWN  OF   CAMBRIDGE,  TO  RAISE  -^' 

MONEY  FOR  DISCHARGING  THE  DEBTS  INCURRED  IN  CARRY- 
ING ON  THE  LATE  WAR,  AND  FOR  CONFIRMING  THE  GRANTS 
AND  ASSESSMENTS  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  ALREADY  MADE  FOR 
THAT  PURPOSE. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  laws  of  this  Preamble. 
State  will  fully  authorize  the  assessors  of  the  first  precinct 
in  Caoibridge  to  assess  upon  the  inhabitants  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  that  have  been  expended  in  candying  on  the 
late  war,  especially  that  part  of  the  parish  only  as  belong 
to  the  town  of  Cambridge : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives^  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  when  the  first  precinct  of  the  Money  voud, 
town  of  Cambridge,  being  and  lying  within  the  same,  at  S2Ie»«ed.*&c. 
any  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  shall  vote  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  debts 
already  contracted  in  consequence  of  the  late  war,  the 
assessors  of  the  aforesaifl  precinct  or  parish,  or  such  other 
person  or  persons  as  they  have  or  may  appoint  for  that 
purpose,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  apportion 
or  assess  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  upon  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  according  to  the  rules  and  methods  prescribed  by 
law  for  apportioning  the  State  tax,  and  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  grant  warrants  for  collecting  the 
same,  in  like  manner  as  the  law  directs  for  gathering  town 
and  other  parish  rates  or  assessments. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  grants  and  assessments  that  have  been  made  in  Former  grams 
tinae  past,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  voted  and  assessed  in  ments,  rmufied. 
the  first  precinct  or  parish  in  Cambridge  SLfores^id,  in  man- 
ner and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  are 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  the  collector  or  collectors  of 
the  said  parish  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  execute 
all  such  warrants  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  by  law 
obliged  to  execute  warrants  for  collecting  town  or  other 
parish  rates  or  assessments.  June  21,  1784. 
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1784.— Chapter  4. 

[May  SesBioD,  ch.  4.] 

ChaV    4t     ^^  ^^'^    REGULATING  THE   APPOINTMENT   AND    SERVICES    OF 
^^  GRAND  JURORS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tiveSy  in  General  Court  assembledy  and  by  the  authority 
Clerk  of  the  su-  oftlie  same^  That  thirty  days  at  the  least  before  the  sitting 
c^Jrt  to^iMue    of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  each  county  within  this 
SJS)MtoWe*?    Commonwealth,  the  clerk  of  the  same  Court  shall  issue 
the^ritiinj'or    ^^^  Warrants,  directed  to  the  constables  of  the  several 
the  Court.        towDs  withiu  the  county  or  counties  for  which  the  said 
Court  is  to  be  holden,  or  to  so  many  of  the  said  towns  as 
the  Court  shall  order,  requiring  the  constables   respec- 
tively, to  assemble  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
in  the  said  towns,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  the  choice  of 
representatives,  to  elect  and  choose  by  ballot,  so  many 
good  and  lawful  men  of  their  town,  of  like  qualification, 
and  of  good  moral  character,  as  such  warrant  shall  direct, 
con»tobies  to     to  scrvc  on  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  same  Court ;   and  the 
pSwoniVhosen.  constablcs  shall  summon  the  persons  so  chosen,  four  days 
at  the  least  before  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  to  attend 
accordingly  at  the  day  and   place  where   the   Court  is 
to   be   holden,   and   to   appear  at  ten   of  the  clock  in 
the   forenoon   upon   the  same  day ;    and  the  constables 
shall  make   timely  return   of  the  warrants,   with  their 
doings    therein,    to   the    same    Court.      And   when    the 
?e™wo?n"'^  ***    Court  is  Opened,  the  Grand  Jury  shall   be  impanelled 
and  sworn  as  follows : 

Foreman's  Oath. 

Foreman's  oath.  <«  You  Solemnly  swcar,  that  as  foreman  of  this  inquest 
for  the  body  of  this  county  of  JS.  you  shall  diligently 
inquire,  and  a  true  presentment  make  of  all  such  matters 
and  things  as  shall  be  given  you  in  charge ;  the  Common- 
wealth's counsel,  your  fellows  and  your  own,  you  shall 
keep  seoret ;  you  shall  present  no  man  for  envy,  hatred, 
or  malice ;  neither  shall  you  leave  any  man  unpresented, 
for  love,  fear,  favor,  affection,  or  hope  of  reward ;  but 
you  shall  present  things  truly  as  they  come  to  your 
knowledge,  according  to  the  best  of  your  understand- 
ing."    '*  aSo  help  you  GOD.'' 
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The  other  Jurors  Oath. 
"The  same  oath  which  your  Foreman  hath  taken  on  The  other 


Jarore  oath. 


his  part,  you,  and  each  of  you,  on  your  behalf,  shall  well 
and  truly  observe  and  keep."     *'  80  help  you  GOD.*^ 

And  if  any  constable  shall  neglect  to  assemble  the  inhab-  SSwoll^their 
itants  of  his  town,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  when  he  shall  ^oty. 
have  received  such  warrant,  or  shall  neglect  to  summon 
the  pei-sons  chosen  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  shall  not  make 
due  return  of  the  same,  with  his  doings  therein,  he  shall  Penalty, 
pay  such  fine  as  the  Court  in  their  discretion  shall  impose, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds.      And  if  any  Town*  neglect- 
town  being  duly  notified  as  above  provided,  shall  neglect  men?to*\»** 
to  choose  as  many  good  and  lawful  men  able  to  attend,  cSun!***  ^^ '^* 
as  are  directed  in  and  by  such  warrant,  such  town  shall 
be  amercied  in  such  sum  as  the  Court  shall  order,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  forty  pounds.     And  if  any  person  PerwnechoMn 
chosen  and  notified  to  attend  as  aforesaid,  shall  unneces-        ' 
sarily  fail  of  attending,  he  shall  (if  he  is  an  inhabitant 
of  Boston,  Salem^  or  Newburypori)  pay  a  fine   of  five  Penalty. 
pounds,  and   otherwise  a  fine  of  forty  shillings,  to  be 
divided   equally  amongst  the  Orand  Jurors   who   shall 
attend  their  duty  at  the  same  Court. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  aerkofthe 
Peace,  shall  forty  days  at  the  least  before  the  first  day  of  ^^ seMionsof 
March  annually,  make  out  his  warrant  to  the  constables  {iSjrhtTwSr- 
of  the  several  towns  in  the  county,  or  to  so  many  of  them  JSJbiM.*4o  da?i 
as  the  Court   shall   order,  requiring  them   severally,  to  before  the  flret 
assemble  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  their  respec-  annually.* 
tive  towns,  qualified  to  vote  for  a  representative,  to  choose 
by  ballot,  one  or  more  good  and  lawful  man  or  men  in 
each  town,  as  the  Court  shall  direct,  of  like  qualification, 
and  of  good  moral  character,  to  appear  at  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be  holden  within  the 
said  county,  next  after  the  first  day  of  March,  and  there 
to  serve  on  the  Grand  Jury  at  every  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the   Peace  throughout  the  whole  year,  and 
until  another  Grand  Jury  shall   be  chosen,  impanelled, 
and  sworn  in  their  room,  and  the  constables  shall  notify  oonatabieeto 
the  persons  so  chosen  four  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  Jone  ohoJen!'" 
Court.     And  it  shall  be  the  business  of  such  Grand  Jury 
to   present   all    crimes,   ofiences    and    breaches  of   law 
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cognizable  by  the  said  Court,  and  they  shall  have  the 
same  oath  administered  to  them,  as  is  in  and  by  this  act 
provided  for  the  Grand  Jury  serving  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court, 

And  if  any  constable  shall  neglect  to  assemble  the 
inhabitants  of  his  town,  when  he  shall  have  received  such 
warrant,  or  shall  neglect  to  summon  such  person  as  shall 
be  chosen  in  pursuance  of  such  warrant,  or  shall  not 
make  a  timely  return  of  the  same,  with  his  doings 
therein,  he  shall  pay  such  fine  as  the  Court  shall  order, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  pounds.  And  if  any  town 
shall,  after  being  duly  notified,  neglect  tp  choose  such 
Grand  Juror  or  Grand  Jurors,  such  town  shall  be 
amercied  to  the  use  of  the  county,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court.  And  it 
any  person  chosen  and  summoned  to  attend  as  aforesaid, 
shall  unnecessarily  fail  of  attending  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed  therefor,  he  shall  (if  he  is  an  inhabitant  of 
Boston^  Salem  or  Newburyport)  pay  a  fine  of  five 
pounds,  otherwise  a  fine  of  forty  shillings  to  be  divided 
amongst  the  Grand  Jurors  who  shall  attend  their  duty. 

June  21,  1784. 
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[May  Session  I  eh.  6.] 

5  AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
WIDENING  AND  REPAIRING  THE  GREAT  BRIDGE  OVER 
CHARLES  RIVER  IN  THE  TOWN  OF   WATERTOWf^. 

Whereas  it  appears  to'  this  Court  that  it  is  necessary 
for  public  accommodation  that  an  addition  of  twelve  feet 
be  made  to  the  great  bridge  ovei*  Charles  River,  in 
Watertown,  and  the  toicns  of  Watertown,  Weston,  and 
Waltham  have  requested  the  benefit  of  a  lottery  to 
assist  them  in  the  expense  of  widening  and  repairing  the 
said  bridge: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tivesy  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted,  a 
lottery  for  raising  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  hundred 
pounds,  the  profits  of  which,  after  payment  of  the 
necessary   expences  of  managing    the  same,  shall  be  in 
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whole  applied  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  widen- 
ing and  putting  in  compleat  repair  the  same  bridge. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  Messieurs  Amos  Bond  and  JJ,^^J2. 
Marshal  Spring  ^  of  Waiertowrij  Samuel  Fish  and  Isaac 
Jonesy  of  Weston^  and  Jona^  Dix  and  John  Sanderson^  of 
Waltha?n^  or  any  four  of  them,  be,  and  hereby  are 
appointed  managers  of  the  said  lottery,  whose  business  it 
shall  be  to  concert  and  publish  a  scheme  or  schemes  for 
the  purpose  of  such  lottery,  and  publish  a  correct  list  of 
all  prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  the  said  lottery,  in  some 
one  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  within  twenty  days  after 
drawing  thereof  shall  be  compleated,  and  shall  pay  to  each 
possessor  of  a  prize  ticket  therein,  the  full  sum  of  such 
prize,  within  twenty  days  after  such  list  is  published,  if 
demanded  by  the  possessor  of  such  ticket.  And  if  it  be 
not  demanded  within  twelve  months  after  drawing  the  said 
lottery,  it  shall  be  deemed  as  generously  given  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  and  applied  accordingly. 

Be  tt  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall  forge.  Penalty  far 
counterfeit  or  alter  any  lottery  ticket  issued  by  virtue  of  ^^^^^' 
this  act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged,  counter- 
feited or  altered  ticket,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false, 
forged,  counterfeited  or  altered,  or  shall  counsel,  advise, 
or  assist  in  forging,  altering,  or  counterfeiting  the  same, 
every  person  so  offending  and   being  thereof  convicted 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  punished  by  being  set  on   the  gallows   for  the 
space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  or  shall 
pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  to  the  use 
of  this  Commonwealth,  or  suffer  not  more  than  twelve 
months  imprisonment,  nor  less  than  two,  or  be  publicly 
whipped,   not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the   said   Supreme  Judicial  Court,  according 
to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  offence.     Provided 
always^  That   the    said  Amos  Bond^  Marshal   Spring^  Managento  ^ 
Samuel    Fishy    Isaac    Jones^    Jonas    Dix,    and    John  SrTreiuwr. 
Sanderson,  give  security  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in    the    sum  of  two    thousand    pounds,  to       • 
employ  all  the  monies  that  shall   be  raised  by  the  said 
lottery,  in  widening  and  repairing  the  said  bridge.     And 
to  compleat  the  widening  and  repairing  the  said  bridge 
in  manner  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

June  22y  1784. 
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[SCay  SeMion,  ch.  6.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMIMG  A  GRANT  OF  A  CERTAIN  TRACT 
OF  LAND  CALLED  MACHIAS,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN, 
AND  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  SAID  TRACT  OP  LAND  AND 
THE  INHABITANTS  THEREOF,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME 
OF  MACHLAS.  « 

Whereas  a  ceriain  tract  of  land  called  Machias,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  was  in  April,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy ^  granted  by  the  General  Court  of  the 
late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  Ichabod  Jones, 
and  seventy^nine  others^  his  associates^  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  upon  cei'tain  conditions  in  the  said  grant  ex- 
pressed y  apian  of  which  tract ,  setting  forth  the  extent  and 
boundaries  thereof  was  in  July,  1771,  presented  to^ 
received  and  accepted  by  the  said  Court:  And  whereas 
the  conditions  in  the  said  grant  have  been  complied  with  to 
the  satisfaction  of  this  Court,  and  it  is  represented  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  tract,  that  they  are  subject  to  many 
inconveniences  in  a  state  of  unincorporaiion :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  before  mentioned  grant  of  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  land,  extending  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz. 
beginning  at  a  dry  rock  at  a  place  called  the  Eastern  Bay, 
near  the  house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Holmes,  and  extending 
north  ten  degrees,  west  ten  miles ;  then  west  ten  degrees, 
south  eight  miles ;  then  south  ten  degrees,  east  ten  miles ; 
then  east  ten  degrees,  north  eight  miles,  to  the  first 
mentioned  bounds,  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  unto 
the  aforesaid  Ichabod  Jones,  and  his  said  associates,  his 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  tract  of  land  extending  and  bounded  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  be,  and 
hereby  are  incorporated  into  a  town,  by  the  name  of 
Machias,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities 
that  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  have  and  enjoy,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  same. 

Provided  neve^^thelef^s.  That  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
General  Court  that  any  settler  on  the  aforesaid  tract  of 
land,  other  than  a  proprietor,  has  not  had  a  reasonable 
quantity  of  the  said  tract  of  land  assigned  and  confirmed 
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to  ban  by  ibe  proprietors  aforeBaid ;  this  Legislature  doth 
hereby  reserve  the  right  of  assigning  and  confinuinff  to 
sach  settler,  a  reasonable  quantity  thereof,  upon  applica- 
tion made  for  that  purpose,  within  two  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  act ;  any  thing  in  the  same  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Provided  alsOj  That  the  several  lots  in  the  said  tract  Proviso. 
of  land,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Harvard  College^  to 
the  first  ordained  minister,  to  the  use  of  the  ministry, 
and  to  the  use  of  the  school,  be  truly  reserved  for  those 
purposes. 

And  it  is  further  enacted^  That  Stephen  Jones j  Esq ;  Stephen  jone., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered,  to  issue  his  warrant  to  mwt/ng!^'^ 
some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  town,  requiring  him 
to  call  a   meeting   of   the   inhabitants   thereof   for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  such  officers  as   by  law  towns  are 
empowered  to  choose  in  the  month  of  Marchj  annually. 

June  23,  1784. 
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[May6eMlon,oh.7.] 

AK   ACT    FOR    REGULATING  THE   CHOICE   AND    SERVICES    OF  nh^nn     7 
PETIT  JURORS.  vy/Mi/7. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembledy  and  hy  the  authority 
of  the  same  J  That  the  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  shall,  "^^^  J°J  {J  p'^' 
until  the  first  day  of  January j  seventeen  hundred  and  S^intmem  of 
eighty-five,  proceed  in  appointment  of  Jurors,  as  hath  fo"or"priIc^*'" 
been  heretofore  practised  in  this  Government,  and  that  '**^* 
forever  thereafter  the   clerks  of  the   respective   Courts 
in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  issue  their  venire  facias  for  cierka^oMhe 
Jurors  to  serve  at  their  respective  Courts,  from  their  couru  to*is«ue 
oflices  thirty  days  at  the  least  before  the  return  day  of  ^*°'"  '*^*"" 
the  same,  directed  to  the  constables  of  each  town  in  the 
county,  or  so  many  of  them  as   the   Court  shall  order, 
and  the  respective  constables  upon  receipt  thereof,  shall 
notify  the  freeholders   and  inhabitants  in  their  towns, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the   election  of  Representatives,  to 
assemble  and  be  present  at  the  appointment  of  the  Jurors 
called   for,  and  to  be  appointed  in  manner  by  this   act 
provided. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  selectmen  of  each  J2^".e27  ^® 
town  in  this  Commonwealth  shall  provide,  and  from  time 
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to  time  cause  to  be  kept  in  their  respective  towns,  two 
boxes,  and  shall  once  at  least,  in  every  three  years,  lay 
before  their  town  a  list  of  such  persons  in  their  respective 
towns  as  are  of  good  moral  character  and  qualified  as  the 
constitution  directs,  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  Representa^ 
tives,  and  not  exempted  by  this  act,  and  such  as  the 
selectmen  shall  judge  well  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors, 
and  the  town  shall  select  out  of  the  list  one  quarter  part 
of  the  number  laid  before  them,  and  such  as  they  shall 
judge  best  qualified  to  serve  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  and  have  their  names  written  by  the  town  clerk 
on  separate  pieces  of  paper  and  put  into  one  of  the 
boxes,  to  be  liable  to  be  drawn  out  as  is  herein  hereafter 
directed,  to  serve  on  the  Petit  Jury,  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  and  the  town  shall  direct  that  such  of  the 
remainder  of  such  list  as  the  town  shall  think  proper, 
shall  have  their  names  written  on  separate  pieces  of  paper 
and  put  into  the  other  box,  to  be  drawn,  as  is  herein 
hereafter  directed,  to  serve  on  the  Petit  Jury  at  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the 
wSJ^nllSTe  •  I^eace,  and  if  any  person  whose  name  shall  be  put  into 
Iuh«  box°**°***  either  box,  shall  be  convicted  of  any  scandalous  crime,  or 
being  connoted  be  guilty  of  any  gross  immorality,  his  name  shall  be  with- 
oa"&JII!!ljii"  drawn  from  the  box  by  the  selectmen  of  his  town. 
wiSdmwn.  Provided  nevertheless  ^  If  he  can  obtain  a  vote  of  the  town 
to  have  his  name  restored  to  the  box  again,  it  shall  be 
restored,  and  such  boxes  shall  be  locked  by  the  selectmen, 
and  delivered  to  the  town  clerks. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
n^to^uog  their  '^^*^  ^^  ^^^  Selectmen  of  any  or  either  of  the  towns  of  this 
dnty.  Commonwealth,  for  the  time  being,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 

to  prepare  and  lay  before  their  respective  towns  a  list  of 
Jurors,  as  is  required  in  and  by  this  act,  every  selectman 
Penalty.  go  ueglectiug  his  duty,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 

three  pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  county  in  which  he  or 
they  dwelt  at  the  time  of  such  neglect,  to  be  recovered  by 
action  or  information,  brought  by  the  Treasurer  of  such 
county,  before  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  pro- 
vided that  the  action  be  brought  within  twelve  months 
after  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^Xor^^l  That  when  any  venite  facias  shall  be  issued  as  by  this  act 
wtS^ftStaJ"^  is  provided,  and  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  shall  be 
shall  be  israed.  assembled  for  that  purpose,  the  town  clerk,  or  in  hia' 
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absence  one  of  the  selectmen,  shall  carry  into  the  meeting 
the  box  wherein  the  names  of  those  persons  are  put  who 
are  designed  to  serve  at  the  Court  from  whence  the  venire 
facias  issued,  which  shall  be  unlocked  in  the  meeting  by 
the  major  part  of  the  selectmen,  who  are  to  be  present 
(and  the  constable  who  shall  warn  the  meeting  shall 
particularly  notify  them  and  the  town  clerk  for  that  pur- 
pose) and  the  town  clerk,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  th€r7 
selectmen  shall  draw  out  so  many  tickets  as  there  are 
Jurymen  required  by  the  venire,  who  shall  be  the  persons 
that  shall  be  returned  to  serve  as  Jurors  ;  saving  that  if  any 
whose  names  are  so  drawn,  are  sick,  or  otherwise  unable 
to  attend  at  that  time,  in  the  judgment  of  the  town,  their 
names  shall  be  returned  into  the  box  and  others  be  drawn 
in  their  stead ;  and  to  the  intent  that  the  same  persons 
may  not  be  obliged  to  serve  too  often,  the  clerk  or 
selectmen  who  shall  draw  the  ticket  or  name  of  any  person 
returned  to  serve  as  aforesaid,  shall  enter  upon  the  back 
thereof  the  date  of  the  draft  and  return  the  same  into  the 
box  again,  and  no  person  shall  be  obliged  to  serve  !is 
Juror  oftener  than  once  in  three  years. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  meeting  for  the  The  meeting  for 
appointment  of  Petit  Jurors  shall  be  six  days  at  the  least  oMvPtrt^ju^"' 
before  the  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  to  which  the  Si?o*re'5ieT 
venire  is  returnable,  and  the  constables  shall  notify  the  gjj^^*^® 
{)ersons  thus  appointed  of  the  same,  four  days  at  the  least 
i)efore  the  sitting  of  the  Court  wherein  they  are  to  serve, 
either  by  reading  the  venire^  and  minute  of  the  appoint- 
ment thereon,  to  the  person  appointed,  or  by  leaving  at 
their  usual  abode,  a  written  notification  of  their  being 
drawn  as  aforesaid,  and   of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
Court's  sitting,  at  which  they  are  to  attend.     And  when 
the  selectmen  shall  at  any  lime  lay  a  list  of  the  persons 
liable    and    capable    to    serve    before    their  town,   they 
shall  carefully  transfer  from  the  back  of  each  old  ticket, 
the  minute  thereon  made,  to  the  new  one  whereon  the 
same  name  is  written,  that  it  may  l)e  certainly  known 
whether  such  persons  shall  have  been  drawn  within  three 
years. 

Provided  always.  That  if  any  person  shall  be  drawn  and  p~v*"0' 
returned,  and  shall  not   appear,  or   appearing    shall    be 
excused  by  the  Court,  the  minute  on  his  ticket  shall  not 
excuse  him  from  being  returned  again  when  he  shall  be 
drawn,  although  it  shall  happen  within  three  years. 
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sbau  be^*'*  -/Ind  it  18  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 

defldency  of      when  there  shall  upon  any  occasion  be  a  deficiency  either  of 

Grand  or  Petit     ^  .         r>   x-x  i  i  i  i«    '^i        xi       o 

Jurors.  Courts    (irand  or  retit  Jurors,  by  means  whereof  eitherthe  Supreme 

of^veSnTf^falT  Judicial  Court,  or  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  or  General 

to  be  issued.      Scssions  of  the  Peace,  cannot  proceed  conveniently  in  the 

business  of  the  county,  the  Courts  shall  cause  writs  of 

venire  facias  to  be  forthwith  issued  and  directed  to  the 

constables  of  any  town  or  towns  in  the  county,  for  the 

appointment  and  return  of  so  many  good  and  lawful  men 

to   serve   on  either  Jury  at  the  said  Court,  as  may  be 

necessary,  and  the  number  required  in  such  venire  shall 

be  appointed  as  the  law  directs,  and  notified  to  attend 

SaUCTiSir&c.  inmiediately.     And  when  from  challenges  or  otherwise, 

there ihaii'not    there   shall   uot  be   a   Jury  to   determine   any   civil    or 

termine*^JcausS',  criminal  causc,  the  Sheriff  or  his  deputy  shall  by  order  of 

nersSu  return"  the  Court  where  such  defect  of  Jurors  shall  happen,  return 

bS?oTrcuMtIlili  Jurymen  de  talibus  circumstantibus  sufficient  to  compleat 

tibus.  the   panel ;    and    when    the    Sheriff   or    his    deputy    is 

interested  or  related,  Jurors   may  be  returned   by  the 

Coroner,  or  such  other  disinterested  person  as  the  Court 

shall  appoint.     Provided,  There  be  seven  at  the  least  of 

the  Jurors  returned  by  the  venire. 

i^c?of*dSyin*"      ^^^  i^  *«  farther  enacted.  That  if  any  Constable  to 

constables.        whom  such  veuirc  facias  shall  be  directed  and  come,  shall 

selectmen,  town  t       i  •        ^  •  \  •  ii«  i 

clerks,  or  per-  neglcct  to  do  his  duty,  Cither  m  assembhng  the  town, 
toserJeonthe  notifying  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk,  or  in  notifying 
Petit  Jury.  ^j^^  Juror  appointed,  or  in  returning  the  venire  facias, 
he  shall  pay  such  fine  as  the  Court  in  their  discretion 
shall  order,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  pounds ;  and  if 
any  selectman  or  town  clerk  shall,  after  due  notification 
by  the  constable,  neglect  to  attend  and  perform  his  duty 
herein  prescribed,  by  means  whereof  the  Jurors  called  for 
from  his  town  shall  not  be  returned,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  fine  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  five  pounds ;  and  if  any  person  appointed  and 
returned  to  serve  on  the  Petit  Jury,  shall  unnecessarily 
fail  of  attending,  he  shall,  if  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Boston, 
Salem,  or  Newburyport,  pay  a  fine  of  five  pounds,  and 
if  an  inhabitant  of  any  other  town,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of 
forty  shillings ;  which  fines  shall  be  equally  divided 
amongst  the  Jurors  who  attend  their  duty. 

And.  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
respiSive'^''''  That  the  Justices  of  the  respective  Courts  aforesaid,  shall, 
motiono/either  ^P^*^  motiou  from  either  party  in  suit,  put  any  Juror 
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upon  oath,  whether  he  is  any  way  related  to  either  party,  £p5aro?upon 
or  hath  directly  or  indirectly  formed  or  given  any  opinion,  oath. 
or  is  sensible  of  any  prejudice  in  the  cause ;  and  if  it  shall 
then  appear  to  the  Court  that  any  Juror  does  not  stand 
indifferent  in  the  cause,  he  shall  be  set  aside  from  the 
trial  of  that  cause  and  another  called  in  his  stead.  And 
the  Sheriff  of  each  county,  as  soon  as  he  shall  receive  the 
venire  for  Jurors  from  the  Clerk  of  either  Court,  shall 
forward  them  without  any  delay,  to  the  constables  of  the 
several  towns  whereunto  they  are  directed. 

And  it  18  further  enacted^  That  in  all  causes  relating  to  in  canws  reiat. 
the  realty,  either  party  may  have  a  Jury  to  view  the  place  rlUity,  euher 
in  question,  if  the  Court  shall   be  of  opinion  that  such  » jJ^y^tS^iiw" 
view  is  necessary  to  the  justice  of  the  trial.     Provided^  qu^JuwiV" 
The  party  moving  therefor  shall  advance  such  reasonable  Proviw. 
sum  to  the  Jury  as  the  Court  shall   order  to  be  taxed 
against  the  adverse  paity,  if  he  who  advances  the  same 
shall   prevail   in   the   suit.     Provided^   That   no   settled  **'o^*"o- 
Minister,  Justice  of  the   Peace   qualified  to   act   in  his 
office,    practising    Attorney,    Sheriff,    Deputy    Sheriff, 
Coroner,   Constable,  Warden,   Register  of   a   Court  of 
Probate,  Register  of  Deeds,  Clerk  of  a  common  Law 
Court,  physician,  constant  ferryman  or  miller,  shall  be 
liable  to  be  put  into  the  box.  June  26^  1784. 
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[May  SeMioD,  ch.  8.] 

AN    ACT    DIRECTING    THE    PROCEEDINGS    AGAINST    FORCIBLE  Qlidj)     g 
ENTRY  AND  DETAINER.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta" 
tivesj  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  quoi'um  unus^  two  Jaiticcn. 
shall  have  authority  to  inquire  by  a  jury,  as  is  herein  u>*enS?ire"inil) 
hereafter  directed,  as  well  against  those  who  make  un- J^e?^"^*  *"*'^' 
lawful  and  forcible  entry  into  lands  or  tenements,  and 
with  a  strong  hand  detain  the  same,  as  against  those  who 
having  a  lawful  and  peaceable  entry  into  lands  or  tene- 
ments, unlawfully  and  by  force  hold  the  same ;  and  if  it 
be  found  upon  such  inquiry,  that  an  unlawful  and  forcible 
entry  hath  been  made,  and  that  the  same  lands  or  tene- 
ments are  held  and  detained  with  force  and  strong  hand,  . 
or  that  the  same  after  a  lawful  entry,  are  held  unlawfully 
and  with  force  and  a  strong  hand,  then  that  such  Justices 
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shall  cause  the  party  complaining  to  have  restitution 
thereof. 
SSdSMSffle  ^^^  *^  it  further  enacted.  That  when  complaint  shall  be 
their^win»nta  ^^^^^^^V  made  in  writing  to  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
quorum  unuSy  of  any  unlawful  and  forcible  entry  into 
any  lands  or  tenements,  and  detainer  as  aforesaid,  or  of 
any  unlawful  and  forcible  detainer  of  the  same  after  a 
peaceable  entry,  they  shall  make  out  their  warrant  undjr 
their  hands  and  seal,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  same 
county,  commanding  him  in  the  behalf  of  the  Common- 
wealth, to  cause  to  come  before  them  twelve  good  and 
lawful  men  of  the  same  county,  each  one  of  whom 
having  freehold  lands  or  tenements  of  the  yearly  value 
of  forty  shillings,  and  they  shall  be  impanelled  to  inquire 
into  the  forcible  entry  or  forcible  detainer  complained  of, 
which  warrant  shall  be  in  the  form  following,  viz. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[l.  8.]       S ,  SS. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  8- 


Greetino. 

Form.  Whereas  complaint  is  made  to  us  the  subscribers,  two 

of  the  fflustices  of  the  Peace  for  and  within  the  county 

of  S ,  quorum   ttnus,  by  A.  B.  of  D    in   the  same 

county,  gentleman,  that  JiJ.  F.  of yeoman,  upon  the 

day  of  at  D aforesaid,  with   force   and 

arms,  and  with  a  strong  hand,  did  unlawfully  and  forcibly 
enter  into  and  upon  a  tract  of  land  of  him  the  said  A.  B. 
in  D aforesaid,  containing  acres,  bounded  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  (or  into  the  messuage  or  tenement  of  him  the 
said  A.  B.  as  the  case  may  be)  and  him  the  said  A.  B. 
with  force  and  a  strong  hand  as  aforesaid »  did  expel  and 
unlawfully  put  out  of  the  possession  of  the  same,  [Or 
if  it  is  a  forcible  detained'  only,  then  the  entry  shall  be 
described  and  the  detainer  inserted  as  follows,^  and  him 
the  said  A.  B.  does  unlawfully,  unjustly,  and  with  a 
strong  hand,  deforce  and  still  keep  out  of  the  possession 
of  the  same.  You  are  therefore  commanded,  in  behalf  of 
the  said  Commonwealth,  to  cause  to  come  before  us  upon 
the  day  of  at  in  the  said  county,  twelve 

good  and  lawful  men  of  your  county,  each  one  of  whom 
having  a  freehold  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  shillingvS, 
to  be  impanelled  and  sworn  to  enquire  into  the  forcible 
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entry  and  detainer  (or  the  detainer)  afore  described. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  the  day  of  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord, 

J?      Q    ^ 

i\r  {)  C  J^^*'^®^  ^^  ^^^  Peace,  quorum  unua. 

And  the  said  Justices  shall  make  out  their  summons  to  Ju8tice«tomake 
the  party  complained  against,  in  form  following,  viz,  moD..**^*""' 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[l.  s.]     3 ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  S , 

Greeting. 
We  command  you,  that  you  summon  U.  F.  of        to  Form, 
appear  before  the  subscribers,  two  of  our  Justices  of  the 

Peace,  within  and  for  our  said  county  of  8 ,  quorum 

unus^  at  a  place  called         in  D ,  in  the  said  county, 

at  o'clock  in  the  noon ;  then  and  there  to  answer 
to  and  defend  against  the  complaint  of  ^.  J9.  to  them 
exhibited  wherein  he  complains  that  [Here  the  com- 
plaint  shall  be  recited]  and  you  are  to  make  a  retuni 
of  this  writ  with  your  doings  therein  unto  our  said  Jus- 
tices, upon  or  before  the  said  day  Witness  our  said 
Justices,  the  •     day  of        in  the  year  of  our  Lord,       x 

Jf.  O. 

Which  summons  shall  be  served  upon  the  party  com-  The  party  not 
plained  against,  or  a  copy  thereof  left  at  his  usual  place  jSSSwsfo^  ^ 
of  abode,  seven  days  exclusively  before  the  day  appointed  p'^®«*- 
by  the  Justices  for  the  trial ;  and  if  after  the  service  of 
such  summons  the  party  does  not  appear  to  defend,  the 
Justices  shall  proceed  to  the  inquiry  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  he  was  present ;  and  when  the  Jury  shall  appear,  the 
Justices  shall  lay  before  the  Jury  the  exhibited  complaint ; 
and  shall  administer  the  following  oath  to  them,  viz. 

Foreman's  Oath. 

'*  You  as  foreman  of  this  jury  do  solemnly  swear,  that  Foreman',  oath, 
you  will  well  and  truly  try  whether  the  complaint  of  A. 
B.  now  laid  before  you,  is  tnie  accordins^  to  your  evidence." 
''So  help  you  GOD:' 
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The  other 
Jnrora  oath. 


Form  of  their 
verdict. 


If  the  Jnry  shall 
not  be  fall,  the 
Sheriff  to  fill  the 
panel  de  talibus 
clrcumatanti< 
bus. 


Judgment  to  be 
entered  up. 


Proceedings 
may  be  removed 
by  certiorari. 


The  other.  Jurors  Oath. 

**The  same  oath  which  your  foreman  hath  taken  on 
his  part,  you  and  every  of  you  shall  well  and  truly  observe 
and  keep."     «'  So  help  you  OOD:' 

And  if  the  Jury  shall  find  the  same  true,  then  they  shall 
return  their  verdict  in  form  following : 

At  a  Court  of  inquiry  held  before  R.  S.  and  N,  O. 
Esquires,  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  within  and  for 

the  said  county  of  S ,  quorum  unu8^  at  D.  in  the  said 

county  of  8^  upon  the  day  of  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord,  the  Jury  upon 

their  oaths  do  find,  that  the  lands  or  tenements  in  Z>. 
aforesaid,  bounded  (or  described)  as  follows,  as  in  the 
complaint  upon  the  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord,  was  in  the  lawful  and 

rightful  possession  of  the  said  A.  B,  and  that  the  said  E, 
F,  did  upon  the  same  day  unlawfully  with  force  and  arms, 
and  with  a  strong  hand,  enter  forcibly  upon  the  same, 
(or  being  lawfully  upon  the  same,  did  unlawfully  with 
force  and  a  strong  hand)  expel  and  drive  out  the  said  A. 
B.  and  that  he  doth  still  continue  wrongfully  to  detain 
the  possession  from  him  the  said  A,  B,  Wherefore  the 
Jury  find  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid,  that  .the  said  A.  B. 
ought  to  have  restitution  thereof  without  delay. 

And  if  by  accident  or  challenge  there  shall  happen  not 
to  be  a  full  Jury,  the  Sheriff  shall  fill  the  panel  de  talibus 
circumstantibuSy  as  in  other  cases.  And  if  the  Jury  after 
a  full  hearing  of  the  cause,  shall  find  the  complaint  laid 
before  them  supported  by  evidence,  they  shall  all  sign 
their  verdict  in  form  aforesaid,  otherwise  the  defendant 
shall  be  allowed  his  legal  cost,  and  have  his  execution 
therefor. 

And  it  is  further  enactedy  That  if  the  Jury  shall  return 
their  verdict,  signed  by  the  whole  panel,  that  the  com- 
plaint is  supported,  the  Justices  shall  enter  up  judgment 
for  the  complainant  to  have  restitution  of  the  premises, 
and  shall  award  their  writ  of  restitution  accordingly  ;  and 
no  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  the  judgment  of  the 
Justices. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  the  proceedings  may  be 
removed  by  cei^tiorari  into  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
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holden  m  such  county,  and  be  there  quashed  for  irregu- 
larity, if  any  such  there  may  be,  nor  shall  such  judgment 
be  a  bar  to  any  after  action  l)rought  by  either  party. 
Which  writ  of  restitution  shall  be  in  form  following, 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[l.  s.]     S ,  ss. 

7V>  the  sheriff  of  our  county  of  S , 

Gkeetino 
Whereas  at  a  Court  of  inquiry  of  forcible  entry  and  Form  of  the 
detainer,  held  at  D.  in  our  county  of  S.  upon  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

before  R.  3.  and  i\r.  O.  Esquires,  two  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  our  said  county  of  S.j  quorum  tinus^  the  Jurors 
impanelled  and  swoni  by  our  said  Justices,  did  return 
their  verdict  in  writing,  signed  by  each  of  them,  that  A. 
B.  was  upon  the  day  of  in  the  rightful 

possession  of  a  certain  messuage  or  tract  of  land,  (as  in 
the  verdict  returned)  and  that,  &c.  (as  in  the  verdict) 
whereupon  it  was  considered  by  our  said  Justices,  that 
the  said  A.  J3.  should  have  restitution  of  the  same.  We 
therefore  command  you,  that  taking  with  you  the  force 
of  the  county  if  necessary,  you  cause  the  said  JF.  JF,  to  be 
forthwith  removed  from  the  premises,  and  the  said  A,  B. 
to  have  the  peaceable  restitution  of  the  same ;  and  also 
that  you  levy  of  the  goods,  chattels,  or  lands  of  the  said 
J?.  F*.  the  sum  of  being  costs  taxed  against 

him  on  the  trial  aforesaid,  together  with  one  shilling  and 
four  pence  more  for  this  writ  and  your  own  fees,  and 
for  want  of  such  goods,  chattels  or  lands,  of  the  said  E, 
f'  by  you  found,  you  are  commanded  to  take  the  body 
of  the  said  U.  F,  and  him  commit  to  our  gaol,  in  X.  in 
our  said  county  of  8.  there  to  remain  until  he  shall  pay 
the  sum  aforesaid,  together  with  all  fees  arising  on  the 
service  of  this  writ,  or  until  he  is  delivered  by  order  of 
law,  and  make  return  of  this  writ  with  your  doings  therein, 
within  twenty  days  next  coming.  Witness  our  said 
Justices,  at  D.  aforesaid,  the  day  of  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord, 

R.  8. 

N.  O. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  this  act  shall  not  extend  Ptoy\M. 
unto  any  person  who  hath  had  the  occupation  or  been  in 
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the  quiet  possession  of  any  lands  or  tenements  by  the 
space  of  three  whole  years  together,  next  before,  and 
whose  estate  therein  is  not  ended  or  determined. 

Jum  30,  17R4. 

1784.  — Chapter  9. 

[May  SesstoD,  ch.  0.] 
Chap.  9  A.N  ACT  AGAINST  DUELLING. 

Preamble.  Wheveas   divevs   personSj  from    the  want  of  a    due 

regard  to  the  life  of  man,  and  in  contempt  of  the  authority 
and  government  of  the  Supreme  Giver  and  Disposer  of 
life,  a  regard  to  which  is  essentially  necessary  to  the 
preservation  and  happiness  of  a  republic,  and  in  violation 
of  the  wise  and  righteous  laws  of  civil  society,  have 
voluntarily  and  maliciously  engaged  in  the  detestable  and 
infamous  practice  of  duelling,  whereby  tipon  false  notiofis 
of  honor,  that  result  from  a  want  of  moral  sense  and 
human  feeling,  many  lives  have  been  lost,  and  many 
families  have  been  brought  to  distress  arid  ruin: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House   of 

Itepresentatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 

Penalty  for  en.   authority  ofjhc  samc.  That  whosoever  shall  for  private 

wbe?fdeath"^ '  malice,  displeasure,  fury  or  revenge,  voluntarily  engage 

dothnoteosue.  j^^  ^  j^^^j  ^^j^j^  rapier  or  small  sword,  back  sword,  pistol, 

or  any  other  dangerous  weapon,  to  the  hazard  of  life, 
although  death  doth  not  thereby  ensue,  and  shall  in  due 
course  of  law  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  any 
county  in  this  Commonwealth,  be  convicted  thereof,  shall 
be  carried  publicly  in  a  cart  to  the  gallows  with  a  rope 
about  his  neck,  and  set  thereon  for  the  space  of  one  hour, 
with  a  rope  about  his  neck  as  aforesaid,  and  be  committed 
to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county,  without  bail  or  main- 
prize,  for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  and  find  sureties 
for  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for  the  space  of  one 
year  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  twelve  months,  or  in 
lieu  of  the  said  imprisonment  shall  be  publicly  whipped, 
not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes. 

And  be  it  furth'^r  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
Penalty  'o'  That  any  person  who  shall  by  woi'd,  message,  or  any  other 
way  challenge  another  to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall  accept  a 
challenge,  although  no  duel  be  fought,  or  shall  any  ways 
abet,  prompt,  encourage  or  seduce  any  person  to  fight  a 
duel,  or  to  challenge  another  to  fight,  and  be  convicted 
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thereof  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  fined  to  the  use 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  pounds,  shall  suffer  six  months  imprisonment, 
find  sureties  for  the  peace  and  good  behaviour  for  the  tenii 
of  one  year,  and  be  incapable  of  sustaining  any  office 
under  the  government  for  the  term  of  three  years  next 
followinor  the  time  of  such  conviction,  or  shall  be  liable  to 
any  or  all  those  punishments  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  it  shall  appear  by  The  body  of  a 
the  Coroners  inquest  that  any  person  hath  been  killed  in  rdSeUhowto" 
fighting  a  duel,  the  Coroner  of  the  county  where  the  fact  »>« di«po«ed  of . 
was  committed,  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  and 
empowered  to  take  eflfectual  care  that  the  body  of  such 
person  so  killed  be  immediately  secured  and  buried  with- 
out a  cofiSn,  with  a  stake  drove  through  the  body  at  or  near 
the  usual  place  of  execution,  or  shall  deliver  the  body  to 
any  surgeon  or  surgeons  to  be  dissected  and  anatomized, 
that  shall  request  the  same  and  engage  to  apply  the  body 
to  that  use  ;  but  in  case  the  body  shall  not  be  delivered  to 
any  surgeon  or  surgeons  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  buried  as 
before  directed.  Provided,  The  said  place  of  execution 
shall  be  within  ten  miles  of  the  town  or  place  where  the 
person  was  killed,  otherwise  the  body  shall  in  like  manner 
l>e  buried  in  the  most  public  road  in  the  town  <»r  place 
where  the  fact  was  committed ;  and  the  charge  of  the 
Coroner's  Inquest  as  well  as  of  the  burial  of  the  body  (if 
the  same  shall  be  buried)  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  (if  any  there  be  to  be  found)  by 
warrant  of  distress,  to  be  awarded  by  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  upon  the  Coroner's  presenting  a  bill  of  charge 
therefor;  and  if  no  estate  be  found,  then  the  charge  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  county  where  the  fact 
was  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  any  person  who  shall  slay  or  kill  any  other  in  a  duel,  J^j^^^JS^rt"*^*  °' 
or  fio:ht  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  upon  conviction  thereof  on  against  any  per- 

•j'x  J.    r  1  •  A  /rjxi-  ^  aon  convicted  of 

an  indictment  tor  murder  receive  sentence  or  death,  pail  kiuing  another 
of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  upon  such  conviction  shall  *°*^"®** 
be,  that  the  body  be  delivered  to  any  surgeon  or  surgeons 
to  be  dissected  and  anatomized,  that  shall  appear  in  a 
reasonable  time  after  execution  to  take  the  body  and 
engage  to  apply  it  to  that  purpose ;  but  if  none  shall 
appear  as  aforesaid,  then  the  Sheriff"  who  shall  have 
execution   done  on  the  malefactor,  shall  bury  the  body 
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without  a  co£Sn,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Coroner  in  this 
act  is  directed  to  bury  the  body  of  a  person  killed  in  a 
duel.  June  30,  1784. 


Chap.  10 


Ball  to  Batli*fy 
the  Judgment, 
in  cane  of  the 
avoidance  of  the 
principal. 


Proviso. 


Persona  recov- 
eiing  judgment, 
entitled  to  a 
writ  of  scire 
facias  against 
the  bail. 


Proviso. 


Writ  of  scire 
facias  to  be 
served  within 
one  year  after 
Judgment. 


1784,  —  Chapter  lO. 

[May  Session,  ch.  10.] 
AN  ACT  REGULATING  BAIL  IN  CIVIL  ACTIONS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  where  bail  is  given  on  mean  process  in 
any  civil  action  for  the  appearance  of  the  party  to  answer 
the  suit,  and  to  abide  the  order  and  judgment  of  the  Court 
thereon,  every  such  person  or  persons  wh^i  shall  thus 
become  bail,  shall  be  obliged  to  satisfy  the  judgment  out 
of  his  or  their  own  estate,  in  case  of  the  principal's  avoid- 
ance and  the  return  of  non  est  inventus  upon  the  execution. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  bail  may  at  any  time 
before  final  judgment  upon  the  original  suit,  bring  the 
principal  into  Court,  and  deliver  him  into  the  custody 
thereof,  and  be  thereby  discharged  of  their  suretiship. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  when  the  principal  shall 
avoid,  so  that  his  goods,  lands,  or  chattels  cannot  be 
found  to  satisfy  the  execution,  nor  his  body  found  to  be 
taken  therewith,  the  person  for  whom  judgment  was  given, 
shall  be  entitled  to  his  writ  of  scire  facias  from  the  same 
Court  against  the  bail :  And  in  case  no  just  cause  is  shewn, 
judgment  shall  be  given  against  them  for  the  damages 
and  cost  recovered  against  the  principal,  with  additional 
damages  and  cost,  and  execution  shall  be  awarded  against 
them  accordingly. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  if  the  bail  shall  bring  their 
principal  into  Court  before  judgment  is  given  upon  the 
scire  facias  and  there  deliver  him  to  the  order  of  the  Court, 
and  shall  pay  the  cost  which  may  have  then  arisen  upon 
the  scire  facias,  then  the  bail  shall  be  discharged ;  and 
the  principal  shall  be  committed  to  gaol,  there  to  remain 
for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  in  order  to  his  being  taken  in 
execution.  And  if  the  creditor  shall  not  within  thirty 
days,  next  after  the  surrender  of  the  principal,  take  him 
in  execution,  the  Sheriff  shall  discharge  him  upon  his 
paying  the  legal  prison  fees. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  no  scire  facias  shall  be 
served  upon  the  bail,  unless  it  be  done  within  one  year 
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next  after  the  entering  up  final  judgment  against  the  prin- 
cipal. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted^  That  the  bail  may  have  their  saii  entitled  to 
remedy  by  action  on  the  case  against  their  principal,  for  against  the 
all  damages  sustained  by  their  becoming  his  sureties.  principal. 

June  30,  1784, 

1784. -Chapter  11. 

[&iay  Seaaion.  ch.  11.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  NATURALIZING  THOMAS  ROBISON.  Chap.    11 

Whereafi  Thomas  Robison,  late  of  Quebec,  in  the  Preamble. 
Province  of  Canada,  and  now  residing  at  Falmouth,  in 
(he  county  q/"  Cumberland,  and  Commomoealth  aforesaid, 
has  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  naturalized,  and  be 
thereby  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  libei^ties,  and  privileges  of 
a  free  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  it  being  probable 
he  will  be  a  useful  member  thereof: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  said  Thomas  Robison  upon  his  taking  J^^**JI**^^^,^J.\, 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  required  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  Commonwealth,  before  two  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  quorum  unu^s,  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged  and 
taken  to  be  a  free  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  all 
intents,  constructions  and  purposes,  as  if  he  the  said 
Tliomas  had  been  an  inhabitant  within  this  State  at  the 
time  of  making  the  present  form  of  civil  government. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That   the   tlustices   before  Certificate  of 
whom  the  same  oaths  shall  be  taken,  shall  return  a  certifi-  turned. 
cate  of  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office,  to  be  placed 
on  the  records  of  this  Commonwealth. 

June  30,  1784. 


1784.— Chapter  12. 

[May  BeasioD,  cb.  12.] 

AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LONG-  ChaV.    12 
MEADOW,  TO   LAY   OUT    AND    CONFIRM    HIGHWAYS   IN  THE  ^ 

SAID  TOWN.  AT  ANY  LEGAL  MEETING  BEFORE  THE  SIXTH 
DAY  OF  NOVEMBER,  SEVENTEEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 
FOUR. 

Whereas  the  town  q/"  Springfield,  by  a  vote  of  the  said  p^**™^*®- 
town  in  October,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy^two,  did  ' 
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reserve  to  the  inhabitants  nf  the  said  town,  a  right  to  lay 
out  highways  in  certain  lands  called  the  commons  in  the 
said  Springfield,  ^owi  the  time  of  passing  the  said  vote  to 
the  sixth  day  o/*  November,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty- 
four,  which  tmon  of  Longmeadow  was  then  included  in 
the  said  town  of  Springfield  :  And  whereas  the  said  town 
of  Lo»  gmeadow  was  incorporated  into  a  separate  town  in 
October  last,  but  the  said  privilege  of  laying  out  high-- 
ways  in  the  said  lands  in  Longmeadow  was  not  men- 
Honed  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  whereby  the  inhabitants 
thereof  suppose  themselves  excluded  from  the  said  right  : 
And  whereas  by  law  all  town  highways  laid  out  by  the 
selectmen  thereof,  are  to  be  accepted  and  approved  at  the 
annual  March  meeting  in  the  said  town,  before  the  same 
can  be  established,  which  cannot  be  done  by  the  said  town 
before  the  time  reserved  for  exercising  the  said  privilege 
will  he  elapsed :  For  remedy  whereof , 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  IJou^se  of  liepresenta- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
ibi'edtoy^o'Ii't  ff^csaine.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Long- 
highways,  &c.  meadow,  shall  have  all  the  right  to  lay  out  highways  in 
the  same  town  in  the  said  commons,  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Springfield  had,  or  have  by  the  said  vote  of  October, 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-two,  reserved  to  them- 
selves of  laying  out  highways  in  the  commons  in  the  said 
Springfield,  and  also  to  accept,  approve  and  confirm  the 
same  at  any  legal  town  meeting  in  the  said  Longmeadow, 
before  the  said  sixth  day  of  November  next,  as  fully  and 
effectually  to  all  intents  and  pui'poses  as  the  same  might 
have  been  done  at  any  legal  town  meeting  in  the  month 
of  March ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

JvXy  1,1784. 

1784.  -  Chapter  13. 

[May  SeBsion,  ch.  13.] 

Chan     1  ^  'A.N  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND   FOR  THE   EXPLANATION  OF   AN 

\jniip.    i€»        ACT  ENTITLED.  "AN   ACT    LAYING    DUTIES   OF  IMPOST    AND 

EXCISE    ON    CERTAIN    GOODS,    WARES    AND    MERCHANDIZE 

THEREIN  DESCRIBED;   AND  FOR  REPEALING  THE  SEVERAL 

LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE." 

Preamble.  WheTcas  doubts  havp  arisen,  respecting  the  true  intent 

of  the  follovnng  loords  in  the  said  act,  viz.  *«  That  no  dis- 

•    count,  or  remission  of  the  imj)ost  levied  by  this  act,  shall  be 
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allowed  on  (he  aforesaid  goods,  wares  and  merchandize^ 
after  being  entered  or  landed  in  any  place  within  this 
Commonwealth  J  or  on  any  other  account  whatever:''  For 
the  explanation  thf-reof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresenta- 
lives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authoi'ify  of 
the  same.  That  no  discount  or  remission  of  the  impost  p"^?J"Ji"<»' 

I'lii  -1  1111  II  1  T     import  10  be 

levied  by  the  said  act,   s«nall  be  allowed  on  any  goods  »»owed on  «ny 
whatever^  after  they  hhall  have  been  taken  out  of  the  omofav^Mei, 
vessel  or  float  that  brought  them  into  this  Commonwealth,  J-wS!**^"** 
on  account  of  their  being  exported,  or  on  any  other  {>re- 
tence  whatever;   except  in  cases  as  provided  for  in  this 
and  the  act  aforesaid :   But  on  goods  which  shall  not  be 
taken  out  of  the  vessel  or  float  which  brought  them  into 
this  Commonwealth,  no  impost  shall  be  demanded. 

Be  it  further  enacte^  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
when  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  shall  be  imported  by^bje™S^of^** 
into  this  Commonwealth,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  Jnd^deligSed to 
belonging  to  a  subject  of  any  other  State  in  the  union,  and  ijo  exported  en- 
designed  to  be  exported  whole  and  entire  to  such  State,  not  su^jJct  fo ' 
by  water  only,  if  it  shall  appear  liy  the  manifest  of  the  **"p°****""*^"- 
cargo,  when  first  lodged  with  the  naval  oflScer  that  the 
said  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  (particularly  designated 
by  their  marks  and  numbers)  were  intended  for  such 
exportation  ;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  put  and  kept  under 
the  immediate  care  of  the  naval  oflScer  of  the  port  into 
which  ihey  shall  arrive  from  the  time  of  their  first  arrival, 
till  they  shall  be  so  exported ;  and  if  the  owner  or  con- 
signee shall  cause  the  said  goods,  wares  and  merchandize, 
to  be  cleared  out  by  the  said  naval  oflBcer,  and  shall  have 
them  entered  at  the  naval  oflBce  of  the  port  into  which 
they  shall  be  transported ;  and  shall,  within  the  time 
limited  in  the  bond,  ( which  is  to  be  given  in  this  case  as 
in  other  instances)  produce  a  certificate  from  the  last 
mentioned  naval  officer,  that  the  before  mentioned  owner 
or  consignee  has  entered  in  his  office,  from  on  board  the 
same  vessel  which  cleared  from  the  first  mentioned  office 
(naming  her  and  the  master  thereof)  the  same  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  (specifying  the  several  boxes,  casks 
and  packages,  with  their  marks  and  numbers)  and  shall 
also  certify  under  oath,  on  the  back  of  the  said  certificate, 
that  he  has  not,  since  the  passing  of  this  act,  caused  to  ])e 
exported  or  received,  from  any  port  in  this  Common- 
wealth, any  goods  on  which  an  impost  is  laid,  which  was 
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not  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  (knowing  them  to  be  such) 
saving  what  is  by  law  exempted  from  such  imposts ;  in 
every  such  case  the  collector  shall  cancel  the  bond  which 
was  given  for  the  impost  on  such  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize. 
Proviso.  Provided  nevei'theless,  That  no   subject  of  any  other 

State  in  the  union,  shall  be  intitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
foregoing  provision,  unless  there  be  an  act  laying  duties 
of  impost    of  equal   amount    within    such    State ;    nor 
until  the  legislature  of  such  State  shall  have  passed  a 
law,  equally  beneficial  to  the  subjects  of  this  Common- 
wealth, any  thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Whereas  by  the  fourteenth  enacting  clause  of  the  said 
act,  every  licenced  person  was  required  to  take  an  account 
of  all  excised  articles  in  his  or  her  possession,  on  the  first 
day  o/"  August  la^t^  and  to  pay  the  excise  Ihe^-eon:    In 
order  to  save  from  injury  licensed  persons  in  cei*taia  cases* 
th^^y^toU         ^^  ^^  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when 
aSu^umiod  ^^y   licenced    and    pennitted   person,   (other  than    the 
which  the  du.     importer   or   consignee)   who   purchased   dutied   articles 
not  8!S5|lct*to'   previous  to  the  first  of  August  last,  and  had  the  same,  or 
exc*optf'^ "*"***'  any  part  thereof,  then  on  hand,  shall  distinctly  state  the 
same  to  the  collector,  in  his  excise  account,  specifying  the 
names  of  the  persons  of  whom,  and  the  time  when  they 
were  purchased ;  and  shall  also  give  the  collector  full  and 
satisfactory  evidence  by  oath,  that  he  paid  the  duty  on  all 
such  articles,  agreeably  to  the  act  then  in  force  :  In  such 
cases  the  collector  shall  not  demand  any  farther  excise 
on  any  such  articles ;  except  on   the  articles  of  lemons, 
raisins,  porter,  ale  or  beer,  and  hats,  any  thing  in  the 
said  act   to  the  contrary   notwithstanding;    but  on   the 
articles  last  mentioned,  the  duty  which   by  the  act  now 
in  force  is  required,  shall  be  demanded  and  paid. 

Be  it  furthei'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
sitMona'tlJ^Je.  ^^®  Clcrks  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the 
turn  the  names,  scvcral  couutics  iu  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  they  are 

&c.  of  licenced     ,  ,  .       ,  ,  ,  t       •         ^  i 

porBonstothe     hereby  required,  yearly,  and  every  year,  durmg  the  con- 

nuaiiy?"*"""     tiuuance    of    the   act   last    mentioned,    or    of    this    act, 

immediately  after  granting  licences   in  their   respective 

counties,   to   make    return    to    the   collectors    of   their 

respective  counties,  of  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of 

all  persons  who  shall  in  that  year  have  been  licenced  therc- 

reUKS^to\h«      i"'      ^"^  ^^e  collectors  of  excise   are  hereby  required 

Courts  of  Sea-    to  rctum  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 

sioDs,  the  names  ' 
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in  their  respective   counties,   the  names  of  all  persons  ghn^"^°J^.J° 
who    shall    not     have     settled     their    excise     accounts  aetued  their 
agreeably    to     law ;    and  therefor    to   file    a    complaint  wSaJiiyr""  * 
against  them,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  limited  for  such  settlement ;  and  the  said  Courts 
are  hereby  required  to  order  the   recognizances  of  such 
delinquent  persons  to  be  put  in  suit  without  delay. 

And  whereas  it  is  provided  in  the  mid  act^  that  all 
articles  seized  by  the  naval  officer^  or  collector  or  his 
deputy^  shall  be  restored  to  the  owner  or  consignee^  upon 
his  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  living  within  this 
Commonwealth,  to  pay  the  full  value  of  such  articles,  if 
(hey  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  forfeited,  within  thirty  days 
after  final  judgment  thereon: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Court  passing  such  judgment,  shall  immediately  court toiMuo 
thereupon  issue  execution,  returnable  in  thirty  days,  for 
the  full  value  of  such  articles  as  agreed  upon  and  ex- 
pressed in  the  condition  of  the  bond,  and  for  legal  costs, 
any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  i 
*  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  there  shall  be  ^ui\e6  articUn. 
pnid,  in  addition  to  the  impost  already  laid,  the  following 
impost  on  all  the  following  articles  herein  after  named 
that  shall  be  brought  into  this  Commonwealth  by  land  or 
water,  viz.  An  impost  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  at 
tho  time  and  place  of  importation,  on  all  kinds  of  {)aper, 
bellows,  candles,  soap,  linseed  oil,  leather  gloves  and 
mitts,  upon  all  beef,  pork  and  butter,  and  cheese,  not 
raised  or  made  in  any  of  the  United  States ;  and  an  im- 
post of  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  importation,  on  coaches  and  all  other  kind  of  riding 
carriages,  upon  all  kinds  of  the  following  articles,  viz. 
Harness  for  riding  carriages,  saddles  and  bridles,  sur- 
cingle and  girt  webb,  boots,  bootlegs,  shoes,  slippers 
and  goloshoes,  silver  and  ivory  handled  knives  and  forks, 
and  all  kinds  of  silver  plated  ware ;  and  one  shilling  on 
each  and  every  hundred  weight  of  cordage  and  yarns, 
and  eight  pence  for  every  pound  of  snuff,  except  on  such 
of  the  said  articles  as  shall  not  be  taken  out  of  the  vessel 
or  float  in  which  they  were  brought  into  this  Common- 
wealth; which  impost  shall  be  collected  by  ihe  same 
persons  and  in  the  same  manner  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
act  to  which  this  is  in  addition. 
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Excise  on  loaf- 
sugar. 


Duty  on  snuff.  j^^  it  fuHhev  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  paid  four 
pence  on  every  pound  of  snuff  manufactured  within  this 
Commonwealth,  by  the  manufacturer  thereof,  which  shall 
be  collected  by  the  same  persons  and  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  prescribed  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition  ; 
and  if  any  manufacturer  of  snuff  shall  sell  any  snuff 
before  he  shall  have  given  bond  to  the  collector  of  excise 
within  the  same  county  for  the  payment  of  this  duty,  he 
shall  forfeit  for  every  offence  a  sum  not  less  than  forty 
shillings,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  together 
with  the  value  of  the  snuff  so  sold,  to  be  recovered  in 
any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  excise  of  four  pence  on  every  pound  of 
imported  loaf  sugar  e^^tablished  by  the  act  to  which  this  act 
is  in  addition,  hath  been  found  inconvenient:   Therefore 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  clause  in  the  said  act, 
establishing  an  excise  of  four  pence  on  every  pound  of 
loaf  sugar  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed,  and 
that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  there  shall  be 
paid  an  excise  of  three  pence  on  every  pound  of  imported 
loaf  sugar,  to  be  collected  by  the  same  persons  and^in 
the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  in  the  act  to  which  this 
act  is  in  addition. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
Goods  brought   That  all  ff- ods,  wares   and   merchandize,  which  shall  be 

in  any  vessel  or  i        •  i  •      r^  i    ■  i  i      /• 

float, not  entered  !)rought  luto  this  Commonwealth  on  board  oi  any  vessel 
to  be^fCrfSted.'  or  float,  and  belonging  to  any  owner  of  the  said  vessel  or 
float,  or  to  the  Capttiin  or  master  thereof,  or  to  any  other 
oflBcer  or  mariner  belonging  to  the  same,  and  shall  not  be 
entered  in  the  manifest,  shall  be  forfeited.  And  the  naval 
officers,  collectors  and  their  deputies,  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  in  their  respective  counties,  to  seize 
and  secure  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  for  trial, 
and  on  condemnation  thereof  there  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  neat  proceeds  of  the  goods  condemned,  to  the  person 
giving  information,  twenty-five  per  centuin,  to  the  seizing 
officer  or  officers  twenty -five  per  centum,  and  the  remainder 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  whei'eas  the  indulgence  by  low  allowed  of  giving 
security  for  payment  of  duties  at  certain  days,  subsequent 
to  the  day  of  the  making  of  such  security,  hath  in  some 
cases  been  abused  by  a  delay  of  payment,  at  the  times  or 
2)eriods  by  Iniv  in  such  cases  directed:  For  remedy  xchereof. 
Be  it  Jurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  every  person  who 
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shall  give  security  for  payment  of  duties  as  by  the  act  to  Perwns  giTiDg 
which  this  is  an  addition  is  directed  and  allowed,  shall  be  payment  of  da. 
holden  and  obliged  in  the  same  obligation  to  bind  him  or  obfipS^topIy** 
herself  to  the  collector,  to  pay  lawful  interest  from  the  jK'mihediw* 
date  of  such  cJ[)ligation,  upon  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  °jj^jf**  ®^"«'" 
as  by  such  obligation  may  be  secured  to  be  paid,  provided 
the  sum  or  sums  in  such  obligation  secured  to  be  paid, 
shall  not  be  in  fact  paid  at  the  several  times  or  periods  in 
such  obligation  fixed  and  concluded  upon. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  where  any  bond  that  hath  been  or  shall  be  given  to  ^nd^  given  to 
the  collector,  for  the  payment  of  duties,  shall  not  be  dis-  pAyme^roMu- 
charged  at  the  time  or  period  it  shall  become  due,  in  pail;  cSrgwi  whin 
or  whole,  the  collector  to  whom  such  bond  hath  been  or  fnJijf/**^"' 
shall  be  given,  or  his  successor,  shall,  within  twenty  days 
after  payment  shall  become  due,  in  part  or  whole,  cause 
the  same  bond  to  be  put  in  suit  against  the  obligor  or 
obligors,  and  such  suit  shall  with  due  diligence  pursue  to 
final  judgment    and   execution.      And    where   any  bond  ^relJlven?'**' 
heretofore  given  to  the  collector,  hath  already  been  due  *n3J2j;J*y"** 
more  than  twenty  days,  and  still  remains  undischarged,  tobepntinsuit. 
the   collector  to   whom    such    bond   was   made,  or  his 
successor,   is    hereby  required'  without   delay,  to   cause 
such    bond   to   be   put   in   suit   against   such  obligor  or 
obligors,  and  the  same  with  due  diligence  to  pursue  to 
final  judgment  and  execution. 

And  whereas  provision  is  made  in  the  act  to  which  this  Preamble.  ' 
is  in  addition^  that  in  default  of  payment  of  the  duty  upon 
carriages  therein  directed^  the  collector  is  authorized  to 
make  out  and  deliver  to  a  constable  a  warrant  of  distress 
in  manner  and  form  in  the  said  act  to  which  this  is 
in  addition^  pointed  out  for  the  levying  and  collecting 
of  such  duties;  but  no  provision  is  therein  made  to  compel 
such  constable  to  pay  over  to  the  collector  who  made 
nut  such  warrant  of  distress,  the  duty  so  in  arrear  when 
by  such  constable  collected:  For  remedy  if  which  defect. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when  and  ^^^ij^hiduty 
so  often  as  any  constable  shall  have  levied  or  made  by  *^J^™j'iJ*5j,. 
distress   or    otherways,    by   virtue   of    such   warrant   of  trew,  directed 
distress  so  made  out  by  the  collector  as  aforesaid,  the  °    **'***' 
whole  or  part  of  the  duty  in  arrear,  and  to  be  levied  and 
made  by  distress  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  within  ten  days 
after  the   receipt  of  the   said   money,  first  making   the 
deduction  in  the  act  aforesaid  allowed,  deliver  and  pay 
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the  remainder  of  such  money  so  received,  to  the  collector 
who  made  out  the  said  warrant  of  distress,  or  to  his 
successor.  And  upon  his  neglect  in  this  behalf,  shall 
forfeit  treble  the  lawful  interest  of  the  sum  so  received 
and  detained,  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  shall  sue  for 
the  same ;  the  said  forfeiture  to  be  recovered  by  action 
of  debt,  or  by  information  in  any  Court  proper  to  try 
the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  monies  arising  from  this  act,  excepting  such  sums 
as  are  otherways  expressly  appropriated,  shall  be  applied 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  specified  in  the  act  to 
which  this  is  made  in  addition,  and  for  no  other  purpose  ; 
and  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  during  the 
continuance  of  the  aforesaid  act,  and  no  longer. 

Jtdy  1,1784. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  14.] 

14  AN  ACT  ESTABLISHING  NAVAL  OFFICES  IN  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH,  AND  FOR  THE  REPEALING  LAWS  MADE  FOB 
THAT  PURPOSE. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representu- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembledy  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  within  the  several  sea  ports  of  Boston, 
Salem,  Marblehead,  Newburyport,  Gloucester,  Ipswich, 
Beverly,  ^br^^  Penobscot,  Pepperelborough,  Falmouth 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  Boothbay,  Goldsborough, 
Machias,  Passamoquaddy,  Bath,  Plymouth,  Barnstable, 
Dartmouth,  Dighton,  Edgartown,  and  Sherburne,  in 
the  county  of  Nantucket,  within  this  Commonwealth,  an 
office  be,  and  hereby  is  established,  to  be  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Naval  Office. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
every  person  who  shall  be  appointed  to  discharge  and 
execute  the  duties  of  a  Naval  Officer,  before  he  enter  on 
the  duties  thereof,  shall  give  bonds  with  sufficient 
sureties  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  him ;  and  also  shall  be  thereunto 
sworn  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  is  hereby 
empowered  to  administer  the  oath,  and  directed  to  return 
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a  certificate  thereof  to  the   Secretary  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  every  Naval  Officer,  who  id  or  Their  duty. 
may  be  chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  grant 
registers  for,  and  to  enter  and  clear  ships  and  other 
vessels  trading  to  or  from  this  Commonwealth,  to  take 
manifests  on  oath  of  all  cargoes  exported  or  imported, 
and  keep  fair  records  thereof,  to  grant  bills  of  health 
when  desired,  to  take  bonds  in  adequate  penalties  when 
bonds  are  by  law  required,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  that 
by  this  or  any  other  act  or  acts  is  or  may  be  required. 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  Naval  Officers  who  are  or  may  be  appointed,  be,  and  J5iJS'w°^to 
they  are  hereby  severally  empowered,  to  appoint  one  or  fJ^JSJ,*\*'*J; 
more  deputies  within  their  respective  districts,  to  do  the  accoanuwe. 
business  assigned  in   this  act,  to  the  Naval  Officers,  or 
any  part  thereof.     And  the  Naval  Officers  shall  severally 
be    accountable    for    the    conduct    of    their    respective 
deputies ;  and  every  deputy  before   he  proceeds  to  the  Deputies  to  be 
execution  of  his  office,  shall    be   sworn   to  the  faithful  '^®™* 
discharge  thereof,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  and 
the   deputies   shall    be   paid  for  their  services    by  the 
Naval  Officers  who  shall  severally  appoint  them. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  several  Naval  Officers  within  this  Commonwealth,  omcehou™. 
shall  either  by  themselves  or  their  respective  deputies, 
keep  their  offices  open  from  nine  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning  till  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  from  three  in  the 
afternoon  till  sun  set,  the  Lord's  day  excepted. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
all  Naval  Officers  shall  constantly  keep  a  list  of  legal  fees  To  keep  a  uet 
exposed  to  open  view  in  their  respective  offices ;  and  in  Spe?Jiew!*  ° 
case  any  such   officer  shall    neglect   so   to   do,  or  shall 
directly  or    indirectly  demand   or  take   any  greater  fee 
than  by  law  is  or  may  be  allowed,  for  each  and  every 
such  offence  he  shall  forfeit  and  .pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  ;  or  if  any  Naval  Officer  shall  unnecessarily  delay 
the  entering  or  clearing  any  ship  or  vessel,  on  conviction 
thereof,  he  shall   be   liable  to  pay  the  damages  arising  Penalty  for  de. 
therefrom,  with  costs,  to  be  recovered  by  action  in  any  oV'ciea^ng.  °* 
Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
all  ports,  harbours,  havens,  creeks  and  inlets  within  this  ^^"Jj;  *o  n^^^^i 
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Commonwealth,  in  which  no  Naval  Office  is  or  may  be 
established,  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  next 
or  nearest  port  in  which  a  Naval  Office  is  or  may 
be  established ;  any  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  where  any  dispute  or  diffi- 
culty may  arise  on  account  of  the  distance  of  any  port, 
harbour,  haven,  creek  or  inlet,  from  the  Naval  Office, 
adjoining  to  either  side  of  the  same,  the  Governor  with 
advice  of  the  Council,  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  to 
assign  and  set  oft'  such  port,  harbour,  haven,  creek  or 
inlet,  to  either  of  the  Naval  Offices  next  adjoining. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
if  any  person  shall  obstruct  or  abuse  any  Naval  Officer 
or  deputy,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  every  person 
thus  offending,  for  every  such  offence,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  nor  less 
than  ten  pounds,  as  the  nature  of  the  offence  may  be,  one 
half  thereof  to  such  officer  or  deputy,  and  the  residue  to 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  recovered  by  such 
officer  or  deputy,  or  by  the  Attorney  General,  by  action 
of  debt  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September^  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  the  master  or  commander 
of  every  ship  and  other  vessel,  which  shall  arrive  in  any 
port,  harbour,  or  place  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
before  breaking  bulk,  enter  at  the  proper  Naval  Office 
of  the  port,  harbour  or  place,  an  account  of  his  ship 
or  vessel,  together  with  a  manifest  on  oath  of  all  the 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  on  board  the  same ;  and 
shall  if  the  said  ship  or  vessel  is  owned  by  any  other 
than  a  citizen  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  States  of 
America^  enter  into  bond  with  one  sufficient  surety,  being 
a  citizen  of  this  or  one  of  the  United  States,  in  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  pounds ;  conditioned,  that  he  will 
observe,  keep  and  obey  all  ordinances,  acts  and  resolves, 
either  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or 
of  this  Commonwealth,  respecting  trade  and  navigation. 
And  the  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  who 
shall  presume  or  attempt  to  break  bulk  or  unlade  any 
part  of  the  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  on  board  the 
said  ship  or  vessel,  before  he  has  made  due  entry  thereof 
as   aforesaid,  and   obtained  a   permit  therefor  from    the 
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proper  Naval  OflSce,  shall  for  every  8uch  offence,  forfeit  Forfeiture, 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  one  fourth  part 
thereof  to  the  Naval  Officer,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to 
sue  for  and  recover  the  same  ;  and  the  remainder  thereof 
to  the   use   of  this   Commonwealth.       And   any   Naval  ^^^l^l^^^ 
Officer  or  his  deputy  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  ■«»*»• 
to  take  and    seize   such   goods,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
unladen  before  entry  hs  aforesaid ;  which  goods  shall  be 
forfeited,  one  fourth  part  thereof  to  the  said  officer,  and 
the  residue  thereof  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
if  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  belonging  to  any  2u?Su?enuJ° 
owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  unladen  to  be  seized, 
as  aforesaid,  not  only  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandize 
shall  be  seized  and  forfeited,  but  also  the  said  ship  or 
vessel,  with  her  furniture,  tackle  and  apparel,  shall  be 
seized  and  forfeited,  one  quarter  part  thereof  to  the  Naval 
Officer,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  sue  for  and  recover 
the  same,  and  the  residue  to  the  use  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  no  ship  or  Novc««ei  tode. 
other  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  sail  or  depart  out  of  any  Tm  cieared.^*^' 
port,  harbour,  or  other  place  within  this  Commonwealth, 
and  proceed  to  sea,  without  the  master  or  commander 
having  duly  cleared  out  at  the  proper  Naval  Office,  the 
said  vessel  wMth  her  cargo  on  board,  manifest  whereof 
shall  be  exhibited  by  the  said  master  under  oath,  and  left 
with  the  officer  who  may  grant  the  clearance,  a  certificate 
of  which  clearance  shall  be  delivered  by  the  said  officer  to 
the  said  master  or  commander.  And  any  master  or  com- 
mander of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  who  shall  presume  to 
depart  with  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  from  any  port,  har- 
bour, or  place  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  and  hath 
been  entered  at  the  Naval  Office,  without  having  cleared 
out  and  obtained  a  certificate  thereof  as  aforesaid,  shall  P®n*^^y- 
upon  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  manner 
as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
no  entrance  or  clearance  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel  shall  S2«^J,™"£uJ*ai 
be  made  as  aforesaid,  in  any  other  than  the  proper  Naval  ***•  ^X"^ 
Office  of  the  district  where  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be ; 
any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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^V^;52'.-.      -6«  it  further  enaaed,  That  if  any  Naval  OflScer  shall 

not  to  enter  any  .-^  '  •;  , 

vessel  out  of  hf«  admit  to  entry,  or  grant  a  clearance  tor  any  ship  or  vessel, 
penalty.**"  except  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  at  the  same  time  within 
the  limits  of  his  district,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  ;  one  moiety 
thereof  to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au-^ 
MMterro/filh.  ^f^^^'^y  (rforemid^  That  no  ship  or  other  vessel  belonging 
ingveMeu,&c.  to  any  citizen  in  this  Commonwealth,  employed  in  the 
t"y«?{eobiiged  busincss  of  catching  fish,  or  in  carrying  wood  or  lumber 
bond*evwy  coastways,  shall  be  subject  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  regula- 
y®*'-  tions,  saving  as  is  hereafter  provided  ;  but  instead  thereof, 

the  owners  or  master  of  eyery  such  ship  or  vessel  employed 
as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  boats  and  lighters  of  the  burthen  of 
fifteen  tons  and  upwards,  employed  in  transporting  goods, 
shall  once  every  year,  enter  into  good  and  suflScient  bonds 
at  the  Naval  OflSce  of  the  port  where  such  ship,  vessel, 
boat  or  lighter  belongs,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  the  penal  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  with 
condition  to  observe,  keep  and  obey  all  ordinances,  acts 
and  resolves  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
and  of  this  Commonwealth,  respecting  trade  and  naviga- 
tion. And  such  owner  or  master  shall  take  certificate 
thereof  from  the  said  Naval  OflScer ;  and  such  ship  or 
vessel,  boat  or  lighter,  the  owners  or  master  of  which 
shall  not  have  entered  into  such  bond,  and  taken  such 
certificate  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  this 
Commonwealth ;  and  such  certificate  shall  be  deemed  a 
full  sufferance  and  clearance  for  the  same  ship,  vessel,  boat 
or  lighter,  to  pass  and  repass  from  any  port,  harbour  or 
place  within  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  the  date  of  the  bond  therein  referred  to,  and  no 
Provieo.  longer.     Provided^  That  the  master  of  such  ship,  vessel, 

boat  or  lighter,  shall  report  to  the  Naval  OflScer  from  time 
to  time,  his  entering  within  his  district 
w  tons^o?tf^  of      Be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  ship  or  other  vessel 
wards  to  be       of  the  burthcu  of  fifteen  tons  or  upwards,  owned  by  the 
registered.        citizeus  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  duly  registered  ; 
and  that  no  ship  or  other  vessel's  name  shall  be  changed 
after  registering,  without  registering  such  ship  or  vessel 
anew,  and  delivering  up  the  former  register  to  be  can- 
celled.    And  in  case  there  be  an  alteration  of  property  in 
part  or  in  whole,  by  sale  after  registering,  such  sale  shall 
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be  acknowledged  by  indorsement  on  the  register,  before 
the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  where  such  vessel  may  be, 
or  made  before  one  or  more  witnesses,  and  recorded  within 
twenty  days  in  the  said  Naval  Office,  upon  penalty  of  for- 
feiting the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser 
to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth.  And  whenever  there 
may  be  a  change  of  the  master  or  commander  of  any  ship 
or  other  vessel,  the  Naval  Officer  shall  endorse  the  same 
on  the  back  of  the  register. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  forge,  erase  or  falsify  any  certifi-  ^•■^^yj^' 
cate,  cocket  or  permit,  for  any  vessel  or  goods,  wares  or  ceruflcate,  &c. 
merchandize,  or  shall  knowingly  make  use  thereof,  or 
knowingly  exhibit  any  false  manifest,  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  pounds,  nor  less  than  fifty  pounds,  one  fourth 
part  thereof  to  the  Naval  Officer  in  whose  district  the 
offence  is  committed,  and  who  is  hereby  empowered  to 
sue  for  and  recover  such  forfeiture  in  any  Court  proper  to 
try  the  same,  and  the  remainder  thereof  to  the  use  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  if  any  Novai  officers 
ship  or  vessel  laden  with,  or  having  on  l>oard  customable  ISSre'Sie  di° 
goods,  shall  be  hovering  on  the  coasts  of  this  Common-  ^ngot^e^is' 
wealth,  within  the  limits  of  any  port  thereof,  and  not  pro-  hjveriDgoDtho 
ceeding  on  her  voyage,  (wind  and  weather  permitting)  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Naval  Officer  of  such  port  to  go  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  take  an  account  of  the 
lading,  and  demand  security  of  the  master,  by  his  own 
bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  use 
thereof,  with  condition  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  (as 
soon  as  wind  and  weather,  and  the  state  of  such  vessel 
doth  permit)  proceed  regularly  on  her  voyage.  And  that 
he  will  produce  to  the  said  Naval  Officer  within  a  reason- 
able time,  to  be  expressed  in  the  bond,  a  certificate  from 
the  proper  officer  of  the  port  where  such  goods  were 
landed,  that  they  were  legally  entered.  And  if  such 
master  or  commander  shall  refuse  to  enter  into  such  bond, 
or  shall  not  proceed  on  such  voyage  (as  soon  as  the  wind 
and  weather  and  the  state  of  such  vessel  will  permit)  all 
the  customable  goods  on  board  of  such  vessel  may  be 
taken  out  and  secured  by  the  Naval  Officer,  until  the 
duties  thereon  are  secured  to  government ;  and  the  charges 
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Collectors  to 
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months,  to  the 
Secretary. 


T^ws  establish, 
ing  naval  offices 
repealed. 


arising  by  the  removal  and  securing  such  goods,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or 
vessel. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  several  Naval  Officers  within  this  Commonwealth, 
shall,  once  in  every  six  months  at  least,  estimating  the 
same  from  the  day  of  their  being  chosen,  render  to  the 
Secrebiry  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  fair  transcript  of  all 
the  entries  and  clearances  made  at  their  respective  offices, 
which  transcript  shall  contain  an  exact  account  of  all  the 
vessels  of  every  denomination,  their  burthen,  where 
owned,  and  the  names  and  numbers  of  mariners  by  whom 
each  shall  be  navigated.  Also  a  particular  account  of  all 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  that  may  have  been  en- 
tered and  cleared  within  the  said  time  at  their  several 
offices. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
if  any  Naval  Officer  shall  neglect  to  make  such  returns  to 
the  said  Secretary  for  two  half  years  successively,  he  shall 
be  rendered  incapable  of  being  again  elected  to  that  office, 
unless  such  officer  shall  give  sufficient  reason  for  his 
neglect. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Naval  Officer  of  each  district,  shall  once  every 
week  make  a  return  to  the  collector  of  excise,  of  the 
county  in  which  such  district  may  be,  of  all  vessels  by 
him  entered  or  cleared,  with  copies  of  the  manifest  of  all 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  entered  or  cleared  at  his 
office,  on  penalty  of  three  pounds  for  every  such  neglect, 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  Court  proper  to  try 
the  same,  by  the  said  collector,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
prosecute ;  one  moiety  of  the  said  fine  to  be  to  the  use  of 
the  said  collector,  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  this 
Commonwealth ;  which  accounts  so  transmitted  by  the 
Naval  Officer,  shall  be  entered  regularly  by  the  collector, 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  mentioning  the 
times  when  received ;  and  once  in  every  six  months,  the 
several  collectors  of  excise  within  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  a 
fair  account  taken  from  the  said  books  of  all  entries  and 
clearances  so  received. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four,  all  laws  heretofore  in  being  for  the  establishment  of 
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Naval  OfiSces  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  repealed  and 
made  null  and  void. 

Provided  nevertheless ^  That  for  any  forfeiture  incurred  pw^*^- 
by  a  violation  of  any  of  the  said  laws,  before  the  first  day 
of  September  next,  a  prosecution  may  be  commenced  or 
pursued,  and  judgment  thereon  given  after  that  time  ;  any 
thing  in  the  foregoing  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

July  1,1784. 

1784.  — Chapter  15. 

[Uay  SesBloD,  cb.  15.] 
AN  ACT  VESTING  CERTAIN  POWERS  IN  CONGRESS.  Chap.    15 

Whei^eas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  did,  Preamble. 
by  their  resolutions  q/"  April  the  thirtieth,  1784,  recom-- 
mend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  to  vest  the 
said  United  States  with  certain  powers  for  a  time  limited, 
for  the  purpose  •*  of  restraining  foreign  commerce  not 
founded  on  principles  of  equality."  And  whereas  it  ap^ 
pears  greatly  beneficial  to  the  commerce  of  the  said  States, 
that  the  said  recommendations  be  complied  with  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  the  said  United  States  in  Congress  as-  Powers de- 
sembled,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  vested  with  full  power  ^ 
for  the  term  oi fifteen  years,  to  prohibit  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize  from  being  imported  into,  or  exported 
from  any  of  the  said  United  States,  in  vessels  belonging 
to,  or  navigated  by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom 
the  said  States  shall  not  have  formed  treaties  of  commerce. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  United  States  be,  R^J^^" 'jj;*, J,^*J,' 
and  hereby  are  vested  with  full  power,  for  the  said  term  Bubjecu  from 
oi fifteen  years,  of  prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  ^d«?&c. 
State,  Kingdom,  or  Empire,  unless  authorized  by  treaty, 
from  importing  into  the  said  United   States,  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize   which   are   not  the   produce   or 
manufacture  of  the   dominions  of  the  Sovereign    whoso 
subjects  they  are.     Provided^  That  to  all  acts  of  the  said  Proviso. 
United  States  in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers  the  as- 
sent of  nine  States  shall  be  necessary. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  this  act  shall  not  be  in  force  until  each  and  every  of 
the  United  States  shall  have  passed  laws  vesting  Congress 
with  the  same  powers.  July  1, 1784. 
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[Biay  SesBloD,  ch.  16.] 

Chap.    16  ^N  ACT  FOR    OBTAINING  A  JUST  AND  ACCURATE  ACCOUNT  OF 
^  THE   QUANTITY    OF    LAND    WITHIN    THIS    COMMONWEALTH, 

GRANTED  TO  OR  SURVEYED  FOR  ANY  PERSON,  THE  NUMBER 
OF  BUILDINGS  THEREON.  AND  OF  ITS  INHABITANTS,  PUR- 
SUANT TO  A  RESOLVE  OF  CONGRESS,  PASSED  THE  SEVEN- 
TEENTH DAY  OF  FEBRUARY,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUN- 
DRED AND  EIGHTY-THREE. 

Preamble.  Wliereas  the    United    States  in    Congress   assembled^ 

didy  on  the  11  th  day  of  February  last  pasty  resolve  in  the 
words  following y  that  is  to  say,  '*  That  the  Legislature  of 
each  State  66,  and  they  are  hereby  required^  to  take  such 
measures  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  effectual  for  obtain^ 
ing  a  just  and  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  of  land  in 
such  StatCy  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  the 
number  of  buildings  thereon,  distinguishing  dwelling  houses 
from  other  buildings,  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants, 
distinguishing  white  from  black;"  which  account  by  the 
said  resolve  is  required  to  be  transmitted  and  delivered  to 
Congress:  To  carry  which  resolve  into  effect  within  this 
Commonwealth. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
tiaS^?rto^he  ^'^^  ««'''^j  That  the  Assessors  of  the  several  towns,  districts 
secrctary'B  of-  and  plantations  in  this  Commonwealth,  on  or  before  the 
ofiknd&c^?n°  fii'st  day  of  November  next,  shall  transmit  to  the  oflSce  of 
towLr*****^^*^*  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  just  and  accurate 
account  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  their  respective  towns, 
districts  and  plantations,  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any 
person,  the  number  of  buildings  thereon,  distinguishing 
dwelling  houses  from  other  buildings  ;  and  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  distinguishing  white 
from  black,  which  were  within  the  same  on  the  first  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
three ;  and  if  there  is  not,  or  shall  not  be  Assessors  duly 
chosen  or  appointed,  and  sworn  according  to  law,  in  any 
of  the  plantations  within  this  Commonwealth,  to  perforai 
the  above  business  seasonably,  then  it  shall  be,  and  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Assessors  of  the  senior  adja- 
cent or  nearest  town  thereto,  to  perform  the  business  in 
the  said  plantation  or  plantations,  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  buildings  and  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  the 
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same  manner  and  form  as  if  they  were  in  the  town  where 
the  Assessors  belong ;  and  they  shall  transmit  a  separate 
list  thereof,  with  the  name  of  the  plantation  thereto  affixed 
and  signed  by  themselves,  to  the  Secretary's  office  by  the 
time  aforesaid ;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  direct*  d  to 
add  to  the  said  list,  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the 
grant  of  the  said  plantation ;  and  the  several  Assessors  AnesMn  pay. 
employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  their 
several  towns,  districts  or  plantations,  the  sum  of  four 
shillings  by  the  day,  for  their  services,  except  such  as  the 
Assessors  of  any  town  may  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  per- 
form for  any  plantation ;  and  for  the  services  which  the 
Assessors  of  any  town  may  perform  for  any  plantation  as 
aforesaid,  they  shall  be  severally  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  at  the  rate  of  six 
shillings  per  day. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Assessors  before  they  proceed  to  the  per-  AaiM^Mor*  to  be 
formance   of  the   duty  hereby  enjoined   on   them,  shall 
before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  counties  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  take  the  following  oath,  to  wit. 

You  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear,  that  you  will  faithfully  oaih. 
and  impartially  perform  and  execute  the  duties  enjoined 
on  you,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  entitled,  '•  An  act 
for  obtaining  a  just  and  accurate  account  of  the  quantity 
of  land  within  this  Commonwealth,  granted  to  or  surveyed 
for  any  person,  the  number  of  buildings  thereon,  and  of 
its  inhabitants,  pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  passed 
the  seventeenth  of  February ^  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three."     8o  help  you  GOD. 

And  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  respectively  before  whom  Justicen  to  de. 
such  oath  shall  be  taken,  shall  make  ceitificate  thereof,  thereof  to  the 
which  by  them  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Assessors  depos-  po^nK^whcT" 
inc:,  and  they  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Secretary's  JhJw^^o^t^tho 
office,  with  the  account  aforesaid ;  and  any  Assessor  who  flcJ'^^t'"^'5,S'* 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  comply  with  the  duties  hereby  »cciunt  afore- 
enjoined,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  am^mohi 
to  be  recovered  by  the  Attorney  General  in  any  Court  negiectiDg. 
proper  to  try  the  same,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  ^®°'^*y- 
directed  to  commence  a  prosecution  for  the  same,  as  soon 
as  he  shall  receive  official  information  of  such  refusal  or 
neglect ;    and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed    on  the  gf^J^^^^'y 
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second  day  of  November  next,  to  transmit  to  the  Attorney 
General  a  list  of  such  towns,  districts  and  plantations, 
from  which  no  such  account  as  is  herein  before  required 
shall  have  been  received ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed 
upon  the  application  of  the  Attorney  General,  to  furnish 
him  so  far  as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  names  of  such  towns,  districts  and  plantations,  as  he 
shall  request. 

Be  it  further*  enacfed  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  Assessors  of  each  town,  district  and  plantation  within 
this  Commonwealth,  in  a  convenient  time  before  the  said 
first  day  of  November^  shall  give  warning  to  the  inhabi- 
tants in  such  town,  district  or  plantation,  in  some  public 
meeting,  or  in  such  other  way  as  they  shall  judge  expedi- 
ent, to  make  and  bring  in  to  the  Assessors  at  such  time 
and  place  as  they  shall  direct,  a  true  account  of  the 
number  of  acres  of  land  within  the  said  town,  district  or 
plantation,  also  the  number  of  buildings  thereon,  distin- 
guishing dwelling  houses  from  other  buildings  ;  together 
with  the  number  of  persons  in  their  respective  families 
which  were  within  the  said  town,  district  or  planta- 
tion, distinguishing  white  from  black,  on  the  said  first 
day  of  September^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three ;  and  if  the  Assessors  shall  suspect  false- 
hood in  any  such  account,  then  they  shall  require  the 
person  presenting  the  same,  to  make  oath  to  the  truth 
thereof,  which  oath  may  be  administered  by  the  Assess- 
ors, or  any  one  of  them ;  and  if  any  inhabitant  shall 
neglect  to  make  return  as  aforesaid,  the  Assessors 
shall  doom  such  inhabitant  according  to  their  best  skill 
and  judgment ;  and  the  Assessors  are  farther  directed 
to  add  to  the  return  of  the  land  and  buildings  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  their  several  towns,  districts 
and  plantations,  the  quantity  of  land,  and  number  of 
buildings  within  the  same,  (distinguishing  therein  as 
aforesaid)  belonging  to  persons  who  are  not  inhabitants 
thereof. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  make  out 
a  just  and  accurate  account  of  all  lands  lying  within  this 
Commonwealth,  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  any  person, 
and  not  being  within  the  limits  of  any  town,  district  or 
plantation  where  Assessors  are  appointed. 

July  2\  1784. 
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[May  SeMloD,  ch.  17.] 

AN  ACT  GRANTING  TO  SIMOX  WILLARD,  THE  EXCLUSIVE  ph^y.  17 
PRIVILEGE  OF  MAKING  AND  VENDING  CLOCK  JACKS  FOR  ^"'"^P*  *  * 
FIVE  YEARS. 

Whereas  it  appears  (hat  it  will  be  productive  of  great  Preamble. 
national  advantages  (fiat  every  reasonable  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  arts^  science^  useful  inventions^  and 
improvements.  And  whereas  Simon  Willard  q/'Koxbury, 
hath  by  study  and  application^  invented  a  clock  jack^ 
with  a  compleat  apparatus^  which  appears  well  calculated 
to  answer  the  end  designed^  and  hath  petitioned  this 
Court  for  an  exclusive  patent  for  making  and  vending  the 
same  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Represen(a(ives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same ^  That  there  be  granted  unto  the  said  Exciuaive  right. 
Simon  Willard^  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  to  make  and 
sell  his  said  clock  jacks,  within  this  Commonwealth  for 
and  during  the  term  of  five  years  next  ensuing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  no  person  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  no  person  to 
act,  and  during  the  said  term  of  five  years,  make,  sell,  or  ^"houuiiJnJe. 
utter  clock  jacks  in  imitation  of  those  invented  by  the  said 
Willard,  without  his  licence  and  approbation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person   shall,  from   and   after  the   passing  persons  pre 
this  act,  and  during  the  said  term  of  five  years,  make,  '""*"«• 
sell,  or  utter  clock  jacks  as  aforesaid,  he,  she,  or  they 
so  oflTending,  shall,  for  every  such  oflfence,  forfeit  and  Pen*Hy. 
pay  the  sum  of  six  pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
use   of  this  Commonwealth,   and   the   other  moiety   to 
the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
in  an  action  of  debt,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the 
same. 

Provided  always^  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  Thtit  the  said  jacks,  shall  at  no  period  during  price  not  to  ei- 
the  said  term  of  five  years,  be  sold  by  the  said  Willard  '^^^'^' 
for  a  greater  sum  than  three  pounds,  and  the  said  exclu- 
sive right  granted  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  shall  cease  and 
determine  immediately  upon  the  said  jacks  being  raised 
hy  the  said   Willard  to  a  greater  sum.  July  2,  1784. 
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[lifay  Bessioo,  ch.  18.] 

ChaV     18  ^^    ^^    ^^    ADDITION   TO    AN    ACT    PASSED    THE    TWENTY- 

^*  SECOND    DAY   OF    OCTOBER,  IN    THE    YEAR    OF    OUR  LORD, 

ONE     THOUSAND    SEVEN    HUNDRED     AND     EIGHTY-THREE, 

ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  SUPPORT 

.       AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  LIGHT  HOUSES,  ON  THE  SEA  COASTS 

OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
Duty  of  four      of  the  samCy  That  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  of 
?r<S?e^'velwei  ei\GTy  vessel  not  belonging  to  this  or  either  of  the  United 
totuhl2?*o}°tSe  States,  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  July  inst.  a  duty 
United  states.    Qf  fQ^.  pence   pcfT  toH  for  every  ton   such  vessel    shall 
measure,  into  the  hands  of  the  naval  officer  of  the  port 
where  the  said  vessel  shall  clear  out,  previous  to  the  clear- 
ing the  same ;  which  duty  shall  be  collected  and  appro- 
priated in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  in  addition. 
S2J"toucffn^'      ^nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  where  any  dispute  shall 
the  Dumber  of   arisc  between   the  naval   officer  and  the   master  of  any 
i^wMto"?    vessel,  subject  to  the   payment  of  the   aforesaid   duty, 
-u  touching  the  number  of  tons  such  vessel  really  measures, 

the  said  naval  officer  and  the  master  of  the  said  vessel 
shall  appoint  two  meet  persons,  one  to  be  chosen  by  the 
said  naval  officer,  and  the  other  by  the  said  master,  to 
measure  the  said  vessel ;  and  the  said  master  shall  pay 
for  so  many  tons  as  the  said  persons  so  chosen  shall  judge 
and  determine  the  said  vessel  doth  really  measure.  And 
if  any  master  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  agree  with  the 
naval  officer  in  the  appointment  of  such  appraisers,  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the  county  where  such  naval 
officer  dwells,  upon  his  application,  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is  empowered  to  appoint  three  discreet  persons  to  the 
performance  of  the  said  business,  who  shall  be  sworn  to 
the  faithful  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  trust,  who 
having  under  their  hands  certified  their  judgment  therein, 


chosen  to  meas- 
ure the  vessel. 


the  same  shall  be  conclusive  and  binding. 


Jvly  2,  1784. 
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1784.  — Chapter  19. 

[May  BeMioD,  ch.  10.] 
AN  ACT   FOR  THE  REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN.  ChWD     19 

Whereas  great  loss  and  damage  is  frequently  occasioned  i*"»«n»>»e» 
to  trade  and  navigation^  by  seamen  deserting  their  employ 
or  voyage  they  are  entered  upon^  or  being  taken  off  from 
the  same^   by   arrest  for  debt  or  pretenx^e  thereof:    For 
remedy  whereof 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in   General  Court  assembled y  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
safne^  That  if  any  innkeeper,  victualler,  seller  of  wine  or  Noaitachment 
strong  liquors,  shopkeeper  or  any  other  person  whatso-  ?o/debMo^e" 
ever,  shall  trust  or  give  credit  to  any  mariner  or  seaman,  I2[S?n"^he*ir^ 
belonging  to  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  without  the  knowl-  JoJ5|J***°' 
edge  and  allowance  of  the  master  or  commander  thereof, 
no  attachment  or  any  other  process  for  any  debt  so  con- 
tracted without   knowledge  and  allowance  as  aforesaid, 
shall   be  granted  against,  or  served  upon  the  person  of 
such  mariner  or  seaman,  until  he  shall  have  performed  the 
voyage  he  is  then  entered  upon,  and  be  discharged  of  the 
same ;   and  every  process  issued   contrary  hereunto  and 
the  serving  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  utterly 
void  in  law.     And  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the 
same  county  before  whom  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that 
any  mariner  or  seaman  is  committed  or  restrained  upon 
process  granted  for  any  debt  or  pretence  of  debt  made 
whilst  he  was  engaged  and  actually  entered  and  in  pay  on 
any  voyage,  shall  forthwith  order  his  release. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  the  master  or  commander  Penaityfor»hip, 
of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  shall  ship  any  seaman,  know-  En°o^S?g"thein 
ing  him  to   be  first  entertained  and   shipped   on  board  Suwr  vefsSs. 
another  6hip  or  vessel,  or  after  notice  thereof  given  him 
shall   not  forthwith  dismiss  him,  every  such  master  or 
commander  so  offending,  being  thereof  convicted,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  the  use  of  him 
or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  Court  of 
Record  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  and  such  seaman  so  ship- 
ping himself,   being   under  the   obligation   of  a  former 
contract,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  value  of  one  month's 
wnges  that  he  shall  so  agree  for,  to  be  recovered,  em- 
p/oyed  and  disposed  of  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 
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f^Sg^ihJft"  ^^  i^  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  mariner  or  seaman 

dSty  wh«>*el?-  ^^vi^g  shipped  himself  on  board  any  ship  or  other  vessel 
g«ged.  which  hath  been  launched,  or  is  actually  preparing  for 

sea,  to  proceed  in  any  voyaoje,  and  under  pay,  (the  same 
being  made  to  appear  by  his  hand  set  to  the  master's 
book,  shipping  paper  or  other  writing  of  such  agreement) 
shall  neglect  his  attendance  and  duty  on  board,  and  absent 
himself  from  his  said  seiTice,  upon  complaint  thereof  made 
on  oath  by  the  owner,  master,  or  other  officer  of  the  said 
ship  or  vessel,  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the 
same  county,  such  Justice  is  hereby  empowered  to  cause 
such  mariner  or  seaman  to  be  forthwith  brought  before 
him  by  warrant,  and  upon  conviction  of  his  absenting 
himself  as  aforesaid,  to  commit  him  to  prison  that  he  may 
be  secured,  and  forthcoming  to  proceed  on  the  voyage 
he  has  so  agreed  to,  and  to  be  delivered  by  order  of  the 
Justice  that  committed  him,  or  some  other  Justice  in  the 
same  county.  July  5, 1784. 


PeDftlty. 
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[May  Session,  cb.  20.] 

Chan  20  ^^  ^^'^  '^^  incorporate  the  church  and  congregation  in 

^'  THE  DISTRICT  OF  ORANGE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE, 

WHEREOF  THE  REVEREND  MR.  EMERSON  FOSTER  IS  THE 
PRESENT  MINISTER,  INTO  A  SOCIETY,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY  IN  ORANGE. 

Preamble.  Wh€7*ea8  the  Chuvch  and  Coiigregation  aforesaid  have 

applied  to  this  (Jourt^  setting  forth  in  their  petition^  that 
by  subscriptions  they  are  now  possessed  of  about  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  have  good  encouragement  of  making  an 
addition  to  that  sum,  so  as  to  make  a  capital  of  twelve 
hundred  pounds  in  the  whole,  and  praying  that  they  may 
have  trustees  appointed,  and  a  succession  thereof  established 
and  incorporated,  vested  with  powers  to  take  care  of  all  the 
donations  and  subscriptions  of  every  kind,  and  apply  the 
interest  and  income  thereof  to  the  support  of  a  learned 
Protestant  Congregational  Minister  in  the  said  society: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  /Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  church  and  congregation 
in  the  district  of  Orange,  whereof  the  Reverend  Mr.  Em- 
erson  Foster  is  the  present  minister,   be,  and  they  are 


Society  Incor- 
porated . 
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hereby  incorporated  into  a  society,  by  the  name  of  the 
Congregational  Society  in  Ch^ange. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  attthority  aforesaid^ 
That   Nathan    Ooddard^    Hananiah    Temple,    Benjamin  TnatMmde. 
Mayo,  Edward  Ward,  and  Ubenezer  Fosket,  the  present  SS^J^iitoT*^ 
trustees  of  the  said  congregational  society,  and  those  that 
shall  be  annually  chosen  forever  hereafter  by  the  said 
society  to  the  same  office,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
declared  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Congregational  Society  in  Orange;   and  they  are 
hereby  incorporated  for  the  special  purposes  following, 
viz.  To  receive  all  the  donations,  subscriptions,  securities  potpoim  of  lo. 
and  monies,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  said  society,  and  also  *^*^''**®"' 
to  receive  further  donations  so  as  to  raise  a  capital  sum   * 
not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  pounds.     And  all  bonds, 
mortgages,  or  other  lawful   securities,   that  have   been 
made,  or  shall  be  hereafter  made,  not  increasing  the  whole 
sum  to  more  than  fifteen  hundred  pounds  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  said  Nathan  Goddard,  Hananiah  Temple,  Benjamin 
Mayo,  Edward    Ward,   and  Ebenezer  Fosket,  or  their 
successors  as  trustees   as  aforesaid,   shall   be,  and   are 
hereby  declared  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses.   And  that  the  said  sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds, 
or  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  as  aforesaid,  when 
raised,  shall  be  by  the  said  trustees  put  on  interest,  they 
taking  good  security  therefor,  and  annually  applying  the 
interest  arising  from  the  same  to  the  use  and  support  of  a 
learned  congregational  minister,  resident  in  the  said  dis- 
trict of  Orange,  and  officiating  in  the  work  of  the  ministry 
with  the  aforesaid  congregational  society,  forever.     And 
the  said  trustees  and  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  Trasteet  im. 
of  them,  by  the  corporate  name  aforesaid,  may  appear,  MrdK^nS.'"* 
plead,  sue  and  defend,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the 
same  within  this  Commonwealth,  in  all  matters  touching 
such  securities,  when  directed  thereto  by  a  vote  of  the 
said  society. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  male  persons  who  Qualified  voters 
usually  assemble  with  the  aforesaid  church  and  congrega-  jS^*^*®*^  "***' 
tion  for  public  worship,  and  are  qualified  by  law  to  vote 
in  town  affairs,  shall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  said 
society  meetings. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  at  any  time  hereafter,  Tmsteeeto  ap. 
there  shall  be  no  settled  minister  in  the  said  church  and  ranpf^iJiS'the' 
society,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  trustees  for  the  time  2SSi^^***°°** 


the 

»DDO 

minister. 
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being,  are  empowered  to  apply  so  much  of  the  aforesaid 
interest  for  supplying  the  pulpit  with  preaching,  as  shall 
be  necessary,  under  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  society, 
until  a  minister  shall  be  regularly  settled  with  the  said 
society  of  the  denomination  aforesaid. 
FlSStog**""*"      ^^d  be  U  farther  enacted.    That    the    said  Nathan 
aonuaiiy.         Ooddardy  Hanauiah  Temple^  Benjamin  Mayo,  Edward 
Ward,  and  JSbenezer  Foaket^  the  present  trustees,  and 
their  successors  in  that  office,  be,  and  are  hereby  directed 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  society  annually  forever,  on  the 
fourth   Wednesday  of  March,  to  choose  trustees,  and 
transact  such  other  matters  as  shall  be  for  the  benefit  and 
well  being  of  the  said  society,  which  meeting  shall   be 
•  called  by  posting  up  a  notification  at  the  meeting  house 
of  the  congregational  society  aforesaid,  containing  all  the 
particulars  to  be  acted  upon,  ten  days  at  least  before 
the  time  of  meeting.     And  if  at  any  annual  meeting,  or 
other   meeting   therefor,   the   society    shall    neglect   to 
choose  trustees,   then  the   last  trustees   shall    continue 
vested  with  all  the  powers  aforesaid,  until  others  shall 
SiSJtobie'to  the  ^  chosen  in  their  stead.     And  the  present  trustees  and 
Mciety.  their  successors  in  office,  are  hereby  made  accountable 

to  the  said  society,  and  may  be  removed  from  office  for 
misdemeanor  therein,  and  others  chosen  in  their  stead, 
at  a  society  meeting  called  therefor,  and  notified  as  is 
before  directed. 
SS^Iettn^  **»t  -^'^^  ^  *^  further  enacted.  That  the  said  trustees  and 
o^er  times  be.  their  succcssors,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and 
me«tiD^.^°"  empowered,  to  call  meetings  of  the  said  society  at  any 
other  times  besides  the  annual  meetings,  when  there  shall 
be  occasion  therefor,  or  when  requested  thereto,  in  writ- 
ing by  five  or  more  of  the  society  who  are  lawful  voters 
therein,  according  to  the  foregoing  description;  but  if 
the  trustees  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  call  a  meeting  when 
requested  thereto  as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  that  case,  upon 
the  request  of  five  or  more  of  the  society  qualified  as  afore- 
said, to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  county,  he 
shall  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  some  principal  member 
of  the  said  society,  to  notify  a  meeting  thereof  as  is  before 
directed,  to  act  on  the  particulars  mentioned  in  the  request. 

July  5,  1784. 
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1784.  — Chapter  21. 

[May  SemioD,  oh.  21.] 

AN  ^CT  FOR  BRBCTINO  A  DISTRICT  WITHIN  THE   COUNTY  OF  Clia'D    21 
SUFFOLK,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  DOVBR,  -^* 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  fourth  precinct  in  the  Preamble, 
town  of  Dedham,  in  the  said  county^  have  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  petitioned  this  CouH,  that  they  may  be  incorpo- 
rated into  a  district,  and  it  appears  that  they  labor  under 
great  difficulties  in  their  present  situation : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives^  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  fourth  precinct  in  Dover  incorpo. 
Dedham,  be,  and  it  hereby  is  Incorporated  into  a  district,  "**^' 
by  the  name  of  Dover,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and 
immunities,  of  incorporated  districts,  viz.     Beginning  at  Boondariea. 
Bubling  brook,  so  called,  where  it  crosses  Medfidd  road ; 
and  from  thence  taking  in  the  lands  of  Samuel  Chicker- 
ing,  deceased ;  and  from  thence  to  the  westerly  end  of  the 
house  lot  of  Ifathanif-l  Richards;  and  thence  by  the  house 
lot  aforesaid,  to  Charles  River;  with  all  the  lands  and 
inhabitants  west  of  the  said  line,  within  the  said  precinct. 

Provided,  That  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  To  pay  their 
said  district  of  Dover,  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all  SIx£J!ai?Sidy 
taxes  now  assessed  by,  and  debts  due  from  the  said  town  ■■■«•■«*• 
of  Dedham;  and  that  the  said  district  of  Dover,  relinquish 
all  their  right,  title  and  interest,  in  and  to  the  workhouse, 
school  money,  and  all  donations  and  other  public  privi- 
leges in  the  said  town  of  Dedham. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Poii*  &c.  in 
polls  and  estates  in  the  said  district  of  Dover,  that  were  di'SUiSfroin 
returned  by  the  assessors  for  the  said  town  of  Dedham,  i>«*^>*"- 
on  the  last  valuation,  which  then  belonged  to  the  said 
town  of  Dedham,  be  deducted  from  the  return  made  by 
the  said  assessors,  and  be  placed  to  the  said  district  of 
Dover  until  another  valuation  shall  be  taken. 

And  be  it  further  enactedi  That  Stephen  Metcalf,  Esq  ;  ^^^°  ^t?;saii 
be,  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  rmieiSg.  ^ 
to  some  principal  inhabitant  within  the  said  district  of 
Dover  J  requiring  him  to  warn  the  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  within  the  said  district  of  Dover,  qualified  to 
yote  in  district  affairs,  to  assemble  at  some  suitable  time 
and  place    in   the  said  district,  to  choose  such  officers 
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as  shall  be  necessary  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  said 

district. 

D^JhaVto'tiie       ^^^  *^  is  further  enacted^  That  the  selectmen  of  the 

rein*  u  *****"  ^^^  oi  Dedham^  fifteen  days  at  least  l)efore  the  time  of 

**°    ^**       choosing  a  Representative  for  the  said  town,  shall  give 

notice  of  the  time  and  place  by  them  ordered  for  that 

purpose,  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  to  the  selectmen 

of  the  said  district  of  Dover ^  to  the  intent,  the  selectmen 

of  the  said  district  may  issue  their  warrant  to  the  constable 

or  constables  of  the  said  district,  to  warn  the  inhabitants 

thereof  to  meet  with  the  said  town  of  Dedhamy  at  time 

and  place  so  appointed  for  the  choice  of  a  Representative. 

Jvly  7, 1784. 

1784.  — Chapter  22. 

[May  SeMlon,  ch.  22.] 

Chat).   22  ^^  ^^   ^^   RBGULATINQ   THE    FEBS    AND    FORMS    IN    THE 
^*  NAVAL  OFFICES  WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Mepresentatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same^  That  there  be  demanded  and  received  in  each  Naval 
Office  in  this  Commonwealth,  the  fees  following,  and  no 
greater,  that  is  to  say^ 

For  every  register  and  recording  the  same,  four  shil- 
lings, exclusive  of  the  Secretary's  fee. 

For  endorsing  every  register  and  recording  the  same, 
one  shilling. 

For  entering  every  ship  and  other  vessel  from  any  port 
in  this  Commonwealth,  two  shillings. 

For  clearing  every  ship  and  other  vessel  for  any  port  in 
this  Commonwealth,  two  shillings. 

For  entering  every  ship  and  other  vessel  from  any  other 
of  the  United  States  of  America^  four  shillings. 

For  clearing  every  ship  or  other  vessel  for  any  other  of 
the  United  States  of  America^  four  shillings. 

For  entering  every  ship  and  other  vessel  from  a  foreign 
voyage,  ten  shillings. 

For  clearing  every  ship  and  other  vessel  on  a  foreign 
voyage,  ten  shillings. 

For  every  bond,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

For  every  certificate  to  cancel  a  bond,  one  shilling  and 
six  pence. 

For  every  permit  to  unlade,  one  shilling. 


Fees. 
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For  every  cocket,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

For  every  bill  of  health,  two  shillings. 

For  every  bond  and  certificaCte  coastways,  six  shillings. 

For  every  pass  by  any  garrison  or  guard,  (coasters  ex- 
cepted) one  shilling. 

For  receiving  and  entering  the  report  of  every  fishing 
vessel,  and  vessel  carrying  wood  and  lumber  coastwise, 
and  a  certificate  thereof,  six  pence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  forms  following  be 
used  in  the  said  offices,  when  forms  are  required,  viz. 

[Form  of  a  register. "] 

Commonwealth  of  MassackuseUa, 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  this  Commonwealth,  made  JJUJ^  **'•"*" 
and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  Providing^  That  all  vessels  of 
fifteen    tons    and    upwards,    should    be   provided    with 
registers,  of  in  the 

maketh  oath  that  the  whereof  is  at 

present  master,  being  a  sterned  vessel,  of  the 

burthen  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  was  built  at 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  and  that  at 

present  owner  thereof. 

Svwrn  before  and  recorded  by 

Dated  at  the  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  and 

in  the  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  oi  America. 

Governor. 
Attest.  Secretary. 

{Form  of  a  bond  given  by  eoaaters.'] 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents^  That  are  Bond  given  by 

bolden  and  stand  firmly  bound  unto  Esq  ;  ®*^**"- 

Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MoAsachusettSj  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  unto 
the  said  Esq.,  or  his  successor  in  the  said  . 

office,  fi>r  the  use  of  the  said  Commonwealth.  To  which 
payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  (jointly  and  severally) 
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fii-mly  by  these  presents.     Sealed  with  our  seals.     Dated 
at  the  port  of  in  the  said  Commonwealth, 

the  day  of  A.  D.  178 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such^  That  whereas 
by  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  made  and  passed  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four,  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  establishing  Naval  OflSces  in 
this  Commonwealth : "  It  is  enacted.  That  the  owner  or 
master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  the  fishing 
business,  or  in  carrying  wood  or  lumber  coastways,  and 
of  all  boats  and  lighters  above  the  burthen  of  fifteen  tons, 
employed  in  transporting  goods,  shall  once  every  year 
enter  into  good  and  suflScient  bonds  at  the  Naval  Office  of 
the  port  where  such  ship,  vessel,  boat  or  lighter  belongs, 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  penal  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  with  condition  to  observe,  keep 
and  obey  all  ordinances,  acts  and  resolves,  either  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  of  this  Common- 
wealth, respecting  trade  and  navigation.  And  whereas 
the  said  of  the  burthen  about 

tons,  proposes  to  employ  the  said  in  the 

business  of  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  date 

hereof.     Now  therefore,  if  the  said  shall  well  and 

truly  observe  and  perform  the  conditions  aforesaid,  in  the 
said  act  mentioned,  according  to  the   true  intent   and 
meaning  thereof,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  no 
effect,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in 
presence  of 

{_Form  of  certificate  for  coasters^  Ac."] 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Port  of 
SiStert'&i?         !7%c«e  certify  all  whom  it  may  concern^  That  of 

the  burthen  tons,  or  thereabouts,  navi- 

gated with  men,  which  the  said  proposes 

to  employ  in  the  business  of  for  the  term  of  one 

year  from  the  date  hereof,  has  this  day  entered  into  bonds 
at  my  office,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
agreeable  to  a  law  of  the  same,  intitled,  "An  act  for 
establishing  a  Naval  Office  in  this  Commonwealth ; "  the 
said  has  therefore   full   sufferance  to   pass  and 
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repass  from  any  port,  harbour  or  place,  to  any  other  port, 
harbour  or  place,  within  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  term 
of  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  and  no  longer. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  the  day 

of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 

^^^^"^  Naval  Officer. 

\_Form  of  a  biU  ofheaUh.'] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Port  of 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come. 

Naval  Officer  for  the  port  of  Bin  of  health, 
in  the  said  Commonwealth,  sends,     ^      .. 

Whereas  master  of  the 

burthen  about  tons,  and  navigated  by 

men,  now  lying  in  the  harbour  of 
and  by  GOD's  grace,  bound  for  is 

now  ready  to  proceed  on  the  said  voyage ;  and  it  being 
just  and  proper  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  suspicions 
that  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  any  persons,  on  account  of 
any  supposed  infectious  disease  on  board  the  said  vessel : 

Therefore  know  ye  by  these  presents  ^  That  there  is  not 
in  the  said  port  of  any  pestilence  or  con- 

tagious distemper  whatever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  has 

hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  his  office,  and  subscribed  his 
name. 

Dated  at  aforesaid,  the  day 

of  and  in  the  year  of  American 

Independence,  and  in  the  year  of  our  LORD,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  Naval  Officer. 

[^Form  of  a  permit  topassforts^  <J6c.] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Port  of 
Permit  the  master,  navi£];at«d  with  Permit  to  i»m 

men,  mounted  with  guns, 

bound  for  to  pass  the  forts  and  guards. 

Naval  Officer. 
To  the  commanding  officer  of  the  several  > 
fortresses  and  guards  in  the  harbour  of  ) 
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[^Form  of  a  dearance."] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  ^. 
Clearance.  q^^^  certify  all  whom  it  doth  concern.  That  G.  D. 

master  or  commander  of  the  burthened 

tons,  or  thereabouts,  navigated  with  men,  mounted 

with  guns,  has  permission  to  depart  from  this  port, 

with  the  following  articles,  viz. 

And  these  are  farther  to  certify  ^  That  it  appears  by  the 
original  register,  now  produced  to  me,  that  the  above  men- 
tioned was  registered  at  E.  the 
day  of                    A.  D.  178 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  B.  aforesaid, 
the  day  of  in  the  year  of  our  LORD , 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

A.  B.  Naval  Officer. 

[Form  of  a  cocket.'] 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  B. 
cocket.  Tf^i^  ^^y  certify,  That  0.  D.  master  of  the 

who  cleared  out  from  this  office  the  day  of 

A.  D.  178        for  has  permission  to  take  on 

board  the  said 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  B.  aforesaid,  the 
day  of  A.  D.  178 

A.  B.  Naval  Officer. 

[Form  of  a  short  clearance.'] 
Commonwealth  or  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  J?. 
shorteiearance.      j^/^  ^^y  Certify,  That  0.  D.  master  of  the 
now  in  the  harbour  of  B.  and  bound  for 
is  hereby  permitted  to  take  on  board  the  said 
stores,  and  proceed  from  hence  to  aforesaid. 

A.  B.  Naval  Officer. 

[Form  of  a  permit  to  load,"] 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  J?. 
Permit  to  load.        This  may  certify,  That  C-  D.  master  of  the 
has  permission  to  take  on  board  the  said 
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designed  to  be  shipped  to  the  foUow- 

iDg  articles,  viz. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  B.  aforesaid,  this 
day  of  178 

A.  B.  Naval  Officer. 

[Form  of  a  permit  to  unloadJ] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  ^ 

This  may  certify  y  That  C.  D.  master  of  the  Permit  to 

lately  arrived  from  has  conformed  to  the  laws  "**     ' 

of  this  Commonwealth,  so  far  as  to  have  permission  to 
unload  from  the  said  the  following  articles,  viz. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  B.  aforesaid,  this        day  of 

^^*  A.  B.  Naval  Officer. 

{Form  of  a  certificate  to  cancel  a  bond.'] 
CoMAiONWEALTH  OF  Massachusetts. 

Port  of  ^. 
TTiese  may  certify y  That  there  hath  been  landed  here,  oerUAMUto 
out  of  the  whereof  C.  D.  is  master,  ~*^^ '  '***''^- 

which  appears  by  certificate,  dated  the        day  of 
to  have  been  shipped  and  laden  at  the  port  of  B. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  B.  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 

^^  ''^^  A.  B.  Naval  Officer. 

And  it  is  further  enacted^  That  all  the  laws  and  resolves  Former  lawift 
heretofore  made,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  forms  and  li^to  forall'ft 
fees  in  the  naval  offices  in  this  Commonwealth,  from  and  '•^*  wp^«i. 
after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  shall  be  repealed  and 
be  null  and  void.  July  7, 1784. 

1784.  — Chapter  23. 

[May  Bee«ion,  ch.  28.] 

AN  ACT  FOB  INQUIBINO  INTO  THB  RATEABLE   PROPERTY   OF  Chan    23 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH.  v  w*/  . 

Whereas  ii  is  expedient  that  a  new  valuation  should  be 
taken: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
lives,  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
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^Shto*J!?ir&c.  ^^^  «a7n6,  That  the  Assessors  of  each  town,  district  and 
iSd*^jirih«  plantation,  within  this  Commonwealth,  chosen  for  the 
8eeretoi7'« of.  year  onc  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  shall, 
uw  irto?Nov7  on  oath,  take  and  lodge  in  the  Secretaiy's  office,  on  or 
SS*IiiSofi£ita  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  a  true  and  perfect 
&MutM,ftc.  ligt^  according  to  their  best  skill  and  judgment,  agreeable 
to  a  list  and  schedule  settled  by  the  General  Court  at  the 
present  session,  and  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  office,  a 
printed  copy  of  which  shall  be  by  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  sent  to  the  clerk  of  each  town,  district  and 
plantation  therein,  containing  an  account  of  all  male  polls, 
including  negroes  and  mulattoes,  sixteen  years  old  and 
upwards,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  distinguishing  such 
as  by  law  are  exempted  from  mtes ;  and  of  all  real  estates, 
improved  or  not  improved,  lying  within  their  respective 
towns,  districts  and  plantations;  by  whom  occupied  or 
possessed,  whether  in  his  own  right  or  the  right  of  others ; 
and  of  the  barrels  of  cyder  which  can  be  annually  made 
upon  the  whole  farm  ;  and  of  the  tons  of  vessels  and  small 
craft  of  five  tons  and  upwards,  at  home  or  abroad ;  and 
of  every  person's  whole  stock  in  trade,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  at  home  or  abroad,  paid  for  or  not  paid  for ; 
and  of  all  factorage  or  value  of  commissions  on  merchan- 
dize annually ;  and  of  the  whole  number  of  horses,  neat 
cattle,  sheep,  goats,  and  swine,  distinguishing  them  agree- 
able to  the  columns  in  the  said  list ;  and  of  the  ounces  of 
silver  plate;  and  of  all  debts  due  to  any  persons,  on 
interest  or  not  on  interest  (excepting  government  securi- 
ties and  Continental  loan-office  certificates)  more  than 
they  are  indebted ;  and  of  all  monies  on  hand,  on  the 
first  day  of  September ^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four. 
ProviBo.  Provided  nevertheless^  That  the  following  persons,  viz. 

The  President,  Fellows,  Professors,  Tutors,  Librarian, 
holding  no  other  post  of  profit,  and  Students  of  Harvard 
College  J  who  have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  settled 
Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  Grammar  School  Masters, 
shall  be  exempted  out  of  this  act,  so  far  as  relates  to  their 
polls,  and  their  real  and  personal  estate  under  their  own 
actual  improvement,  and  lying  within  the  town  whereof 
they  are  inhabitants. 
AMenora  to  b«  Provided  alsoy  That  all  the  estate  of  Harvard  College^ 
and  lands  belonging  to  the  Indians,  are  excluded  from 
this  act.      And  the  said  Assessors  shall  cause   all   the 
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columns  of  the  several  articles  contained  in  their  several 
lists,  to  bo  carefully  cast  up  and  footed ;  and  before  they 

enter  on  the  business  assigned  them  by  this  act,  they  shall 

take  the  following  oath,  viz. 

You  A.  B.  being  chosen  Assessor  for  the  town,  dis-  Fjraiof  the 
trict  and  plantation  of  C*  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  ^ 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  do  swear,  that  you  will  faith- 
fully and  impaitially,  according  to  your  best  skill  and 
judgment,  do  and  perform  the  whole  duty  of  an  Assessor, 
as  directed  and  enjoined  by  an  act  of  this  Commonwealth, 
made  in  the  present  year,  entitled,  ''  An  act  for  inquiring 
into  the  rateable  property  of  this  Commonwealth,"  with- 
out favour  or  prejudice.  8o  help  you  GOD. 

Which  oath,  in  such  town,  district  and  plantation  where 
no  Justice  of  the  peace  dwells,  shall  be  administered  by 
the  town,  district  and  plantation  Clerk,  who  is  hereby 
empowered  and  directed  to  administer  the  same ;   and  toyjJ^^tlSh 
every  Assessor  who  shall  have  been  chosen  by  any  town,  oath. 
district  and  plantation,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  accepted  such  office,  and 
who  shall  refuse  to  take  such  oath,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Penalty. 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds ;  and  every  person  not  neces-  Penoni  refae. 
sarily  out  of  the  State  viz.  on  and  from  the  day  oi  September  to'thS  SlUm- 
neict,  to  the  first  day  of  October  next  (in  which  cases  they  ^Jii^T^'w- 
shall  be  doomed  by  the  Assessors  as  hereafter  expressed)  JJ2ib?i  wute. 
who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  Assessor  or 
Assessors,  in  writing  and  on  oath,  if  required  (which  the 
Aissessors  are  respectively  empowered  to  administer)  a 
true  account  of  his  rateable  estate,  agreeable  to  the  true 
intent  of  this  act,  shall  be  doomed   by  the   Assessors 
according  to  their  best  skill  and  judgment,  and  shall  for 
each  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds :  Penalty. 
Which  oath  shall  be  in  the  form  following,  viz. 

You  C.  D.  do  swear,  that  the  account  now  exhibited  JJJJ^®'**** 
by  you,  is  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment, 
a  full  account  of  your  rateables,  agreeable  to  the  list  now 
exhibited  to  you.  8o  help  you  GOD. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Assessors  of  each  town,  AMeMo«to 

district  and  plantation  in  this  State,  for  the  year  one  thou-  si!?Aury*i  or 

sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  shall,  by  the  afore-  fhTASSfoS! 

said  first  day  oi  November  next,  titinsmit  to  the  Secretary's  J^^^xm  were 

office,  an  authentic  copy  of  the  valuation,  and  state  bill  made  for  itss. 
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Penalty  for 
Degieofc. 


Fines  arising  by 
this  aot,  how 
recovered  and 
applied. 


Persons  to  give 
in  a  list  of  rate- 
able estate  of 
which  they  are 
possessed  on  the 
1st  of  Sept.  1784. 


Quakers  per- 
mitted to  make 
affirmation  un- 
der the  pains 
and  penalties 
of  p«rjary. 


by  which  the  taxes  in  their  particular  towns,  districts  and 
plantations  were  made,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three ;  and  each  Assessor  who  shall 
neglect  his  duty  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  fines  and  forfeitures 
arising  by  this  act,  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  one  moiety  thereof 
to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  person  in  each 
town  within  this  State,  shall  give  in  to  the  Assessors,  a 
list  of  such  rateable  estate,  agreeable  to  this  act,  such 
person  is  possessed  of,  on  the  first  day  of  Septembei^  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Be  it  also  enacted ^  That  all  those  persons  who  profess 
themselves  to  be  Quakers,  shall,  instead  of  taking  either 
of  the  oaths  in  form  aforesaid,  if  required,  be  permitted 
to  make  his  or  her  solemn  affirmation  or  declaration, 
under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury.  And  eveiy 
Assessor  shall  be  allowed  out  of  the  treasury  of  his 
respective  town,  the  sum  of  four  shillings,  for  every  day 
he  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  doing  the  duty  en- 
joined by  this  act.  July  8, 1784. 


Chap. 


Preamble. 
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[May  Session,  eh.  24.] 

24  AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  TREASURER  OP  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, TO  RECEIVE  CERTIFICATES  FROM  THE  COMMIS- 
SIONER OF  LOANS  IN  THIS  STATE,  IN  FART  OP  THE  TAXES 
GRANTED  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUISITION  OF  CON- 
GRESS, OF  OCTOBER  THIRTIETH.  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE,  FOR  THIS  STATE'S  PROPOR- 
TION OF  EIGHT  MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS;  AND  TO  APPLY  A 
PART  OF  THE  SAID  TAXES  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF  THE 
DEBTS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  on 
the  tvoenty^eventh  day  of  April  last^  resolved^  that  no  more 
than  one-half  of  the  requisition  of  October  thirtieth^  one 
thovsand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one^for  eight  millions 
of  dollars y  should  be  called  into  payment  within  the  course 
of  the  present  year;  and  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the 
same  A\}v\\^  further  resolved^  that  of  the  purposes  for  which 
the  same  was  wanting ^  one  fourth  part  might  be  effected 
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by  a  discount  of  the  demands  of  the  holders  of  certificates  of 
the  Loan  Office^  and  other  liquidated  debts :  And  whei^ea^ 
no  provision  has  hitherto  been  madcj  for  raising  this 
Siatffs  proportion  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars^  required  and  apportioned  by  the  resolutions  of 
CongtesSy  of  September  the  fourth  and  tenths  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  ^  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

Be  it  the7*efore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives^  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common-  TraMnrerdi. 
wealth,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  such  certifi-  JSiSwuin 
cates  as  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  this  State  is,  or  shall  JSS**tor  uIim. 
be  authorized  by  Congress,  to  issue  in  favour  of  the  holders 
of  loan  office  certificates,  or  certificates  of  other  liquidated 
debts  contracted  in  this  State,  to  the  amount  of  two  hun- 
dred ninety-three  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars, in  part  of  the  said  taxes  granted  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  Congress  aforesaid,  or  any  other  taxes 
now  outstanding,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  levied;  the 
said  Treasurer  taking  care  that  the  collection  of  specie  on 
the  said  taxes,  shall  proceed  at  least  in  equal  proportion 
w^ith  the  operation  of  discount,  by  the  certificates  aforesaid. 
,And  be  it  further  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  Trounrerdi. 
hereby  is  authorized  and  directed,  to  continue  to  pay  to  ^^^x^^y' 
the  Receiver  of  Continental  Taxes,  all  the  monies,  or  such  £ec?niulinui 
notes  as  he  has  hitherto  been  authorized  to  pay  the  said  receiver. 
receiver,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  come  into  the  treasury, 
until  he  shall  have  compleated  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  four  thousand,  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars, 
since  the  thirty-first  of  December  last. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Treasurer  of  the   Commonwealth  be,  and   he  Empowered  to 
hereby  is  further  empowered,  to  apply  the  sum  of  one  for^wruilITur. 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  part  of  the  second  p°"**- 
moiety  of  the  taxes  granted  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner 
following,  to  wit.     Forty  thousand  pounds  thereof  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  of  the   consolidated   securities 
given  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
residue  of  the  same  sum  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
due  from  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
tbe  said  sum  had  been  originally  granted  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  Commonwealth.  July  9, 1784. 
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[IC«yBeMtoD.ota.a6.] 

Cha'D    25  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  APPORTIONING  AND    ASSESSING   A   TAX  OF   ONE 
^'  HUNDRED   AND   FORTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS,  FOR  THE  SOLE 

PURPOSE  OP  REDEEMING  THE  ARMY  NOTES,  ISSUED  PUR- 
SUANT  TO  AN  ACT  OF  THIS  STATE.  PASSED  THE  FIFTH  DAY 
OF  JULY,  1781,  AND  PAYABLE  IN  THE  YEARS  1784,  AND  1786, 
AND  FOR  RAISING  THE  FURTHER  SUM  OF  ELEVEN  THOU- 
SAND AND  THIRTY-FIVE  POUNDS,  SIX  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX 
PENCE,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF,  REPLACING  THE  SAME  SUM 
WHICH  HATH  BEEN  PAID  OUT  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  THE 
REPRESENTATIVES,  FOR  THEIR  ATTEl^DANCE  ON  THE  FIVE 
LAST  SESSIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  VIZ.  FROM  NOVEM- 
BBR,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO, 
TO  MARCB,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 
FOUR. 

Preamble.  Whereos  it  18  uecessary  thai  provision  be  made  for  the 

payment  of  the  army  noteSy  issued  by  the  TVeasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  y  pursuant  to  an  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
July,  1781 : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repr&ientaiives^ 
in  General  Court  assembled ^  and  by  the  authority  of  the 

Each  town        samc^  That  each  town  and  other  place  within  this  Cora- 


!h»^in'the    moDWcalth,  be  assessed  and  pay  the  sum  with  which  it  is 


schi 


irged  in 
ledule. 


charged  in  the  schedule  of  this  act,  viz. 
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And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  do  forthwith  issue  his 
warrant,  directed  to  the  selectmen  or  assessors,  of  each 
town  or  other  place  within  this  Commonwealth  that  are 
taxed,  requiring  them  respectively  to  assess  the  sum 
hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say^  to  assess  the  male  polls  above 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  within  their  respective  towns  or 
other  places  next  adjoining  to  them,  belonging  to  no  other 
town  or  place,  including  negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  such 
of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a  master  or 
mistress,  to  be  taxed  to  the  said  master  or  mistress 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  appren- 
tices are  taxed,  at  eleven  shillings  and  eight  pence  each, 
on  the  sum  contained  in  the  schedule  of  the  tax,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each  town  or  other  place, 
after  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums  assessed  on  the 
polls  as  aforesaid,  on  the  inhabitants  of  the.  said  town  or 
other  place  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  just  value  of  the 
whole  real  estate  by  each  inhabitant  of  such  town  or  other 
place  respectively,  possessed  on  the  first  day  of  September 
next,  in  his  own  right  or  the  right  of  others,  lying  within 
the  said  town  or  place,  improved  or  not  improved. 

Provided  always^  That  where  land  or  other  real  estate 
is  let  or  leased  out,  if  the  person  or  persons  to  whom 
the  same  is  let  or  leased,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
the  said  assessment  for  the  space  of  three  months  from  the 
time  prefixed  for  the  payment  of  such  tax  ;  and  if  the  col- 
lector or  collectors  to  whom  such  assessment  shall  be 
committed,  cannot  within  the  said  three  months  find  any 
estate  belonging  to  such  tenant,  sufficient  to  pay  the 
same,  then  such  collector  or  collectors  shall  proceed  to 
sell  so  much  of  the  said  real  estate  as  will  amount  to  the 
tax  set  on  such  estates,  together  with  the  charges  of  such 
sale,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  this  act  for  the 
sale  of  lands  belonging  to  non-resident  proprietors  for 
the  payment  of  taxes,  and  also  on  the  inhabitants  of  such 
town  or  place  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  amount 
and  just  value  of  their  whole  personal  estate,  including 
money  at  interest  more  than  they  pay  interest  for,  (ex- 
cepting only  such  monies  as  are  lent  to  government,  and 
by  an  act  of  government  exempted  from  taxation)  monies 
of  all  kinds  in  hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  just 
value  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  stock  in  trade, 
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vessels  of  all  sorts,  with  their  stores,  appurtenances  and 
appendages,  plate,  horses,  oxen,  and  cattle  of  all  sorts 
and  ages,  sheep,  swine  and  grain  of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind 
of  produce  of  the  land,  and  all  other  property  whatsoever, 
excepting  household  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming 
utensils,  and  the  tools  of  mechanics,  on  the  first  day  of 
September  next;  and  the  assessors  in  their  respective 
towns  or  other  places  shall  estimate  all  the  before  enu- 
merated articles  at  six  per  cent,  upon  the  real  value  of  the 
.  same  in  the  places  where  they  are,  except  what  is  justly 
denominated  unimproved  lands,  which  shall  be  estimated 
at  two  per  cent,  on  the  real  value  only;  and  on  the 
amount  of  their  income  from  any  profession,  faculty, 
handicraft,  trade,  or  employment,  and  also  on  the  amount 
of  all  their  incomes  and  profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea 
and  on  shore  :  And  the  Treasurer  in  his  said  warrant  shall 
likewise  require  the  several  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list 
of  the  said  assessment,  setting  forth  in  'distinct  columns 
against  each  person's  name  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed 
at  for  polls,  how  much  for  real  estate,  how  much  for 
personal  estate,  and  how  much  for  faculty  as  aforesaid ; 
and  if  as  guardian  for  any  estate  in  his  or  her  improve- 
ment in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed,  and  shall  also 
insert  upon  their  rate  bills  the  number  of  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  which  they  have  taxed  on  each  of  the  non- 
resident proprietors  of  lands  within  their  respective  towns 
or  other  places,  and  also  the  value  at  which  they  have 
estimated  the  same  ;  and  the  list  or  lists  so  perfected  and 
signed  by  them,  or  the  major  pait  of  them,  to  commit  to 
the  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or  constables  of  any 
such  town  or  place,  and  to  retuni  a  certificate  of  the  name 
or  names  of  such  collector  or  collectors,  constable  or 
constables,  with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  respectively 
committed  unto  himself,  some  time  before  the  first  day  of 
December  next ;  and  on  the  failure  thereof,  each  assessor 
so  refusing  or  neglecting  his  duty  herein,  shall  be  subject 
to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  exe- 
cution from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the 
time  being,  which  fine  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth  for  defraying  the  public  charges 
thereof;  and  in  case  of  neglect  by  the  assessors,  in  making 
returns  as  aforesaid,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  send  his  execution 
accordingly,  unless  such  assessors  shall  make  it  appear 
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that  their  rate  bills  were  compleated  and  delivered  to  the 
collectors  before  the  said  first  day  of  December.  And  the 
Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  receipt  of  such  certifi- 
cate, is  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  to  issue  forth  his 
warrants  to  the  several  collectors  or  constables  of  such 
towns  or  other  places,  requiring  him  or  them  respectively 
to  collect  the  whole  of  the  respective  sums  assessed  on 
each  particular  person,  and  to  pay  in  the  whole  amount  of 
the  lists  committed  to  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  next  ensuing. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  the  following  persons,  viz. 
The  President,  Fellows,  Professore,  Tutors,  Librarian, 
and  Students  of  Harvard  College,  who  have  their  usual 
residence  there,  and  settled  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and 
Grammar  School  Masters,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  their 
polls  or  estates,  unless  their  real  estate  be  not  under  their 
actual  management  and  improvement,  or  not  in  the  parish 
where  they  are  settled ;  and  also  all  persons  who  have 
the  management  or  improvement  of  the  estate  of  Harvard 
College,  are  not  to  be  assessed  for  the  same  ;  and  if  there 
be  any  other  persons  who  through  age,  infirmity  or  pov- 
erty, are  unable  to  pay  as  others  towards  the  public 
charges,  or  any  widows  or  orphans,  who  depending  on  the 
interest  of  their  money  for  subsistence  have,  by  the  state 
of  the  currency  been  so  reduced,  as  that  in  the  judgment 
of  the  assessors  they  ought  to  be  relieved  in  their  taxes ; 
in  any  such  case  the  assessors  may  exempt  their  polls  or 
estates,  or  abate  any  part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they 
on  their  oaths  shall  think  just  and  equitable.  And  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  Peace  in  the  several  coun- 
ties, in  apportioning  a  county  tax  or  assessment,  are 
hereby  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several 
towns  and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proportion  to 
their  tax,  as  expressed  in  the  schedule  of  this  act ;  and 
the  assessors  in  each  town  in  this  Commonwealth  are  also 
directed  in  making  a  town  or  county  rate  or  assessment, 
to  govern  themselves  by  the  same  rule,  and  when  no 
person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on  non-resident 
proprietors  of  improved  or  unimproved  lands  to  the  Col- 
lector, he  shall  publish  it  in  one  of  the  Boston  news- 
papers, viz.  Adams  and  Nourse^s  Independent  Chronicle, 
three  weeks  at  least  successively,  the  names  of  all  such 
proprietors  when  they  are  known,  with  the  amount  of  the 
taxes  assessed  on  their  lands  respectively,  and  also  the 
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time  and  place  of  sale  ;  and  when  they  are  not  known,  he 
shall  in  the  same  manner,  publish  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on 
the  several  rights  or  divisions ;  and  in  case  he  shall  post 
the  same  in  some  convenient  and  public  place  in  the  town 
'  where  the  same  land  lies,  for  the  space  of  one  month,  and 
if  no  person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge  the  said 
taxes  and  necessary  intervening  charges,  then  the  Col- 
lector or  Constable  shall  proceed  to  sell  at  Public  Vendue, 
to  the  highest  bidder,  after  having  waited  two  hours, 
(after  the  time  appointed  for  the  said  sale)  so  much  only 
of  the  said  improved  or  unimproved  lands  as  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  the  said  taxes,  and  all  necessary  inter- 
vening charges,  having  first  given  notice  of  the  intended 
sale  thereof,  and  the  time  and  place  where  it  will  be 
made,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day  if 
necessary  to  compleat  the  said  sale,  not  exceeding  three 
days,  (waiting  as  aforesaid)  and  shall  give  and  execute  a 
deed  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  expressing  therein 
the  cause  of  such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  aforesaid  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors  the  right  of  redemption  of  any 
lands  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  two  years  from  the  time 
of  such  sale,  and  the  same  shall  be  conveyed  to  him  or 
them,  on  paying  within  two  years  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
such  land  sold  for,  and  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  added 
thereto  on  the  said  sum,  together  with  all  necessary 
charges  thereon. 

Provided  always  ^  That  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers 
shall  not  make  any  strip  or  waste  on  the  premises  until 
the  time  of  redemption  hath  expired ;  and  if  the  said 
purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  make  any  strip  or  waste  on 
the  premises  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  be  liable  to 
pay  all  damages  to  the  original  owner  or  owners,  in  as 
ample  a  manner  as  though  he  or  they  had  not  purchased 
the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place  respectively,  in 
convenient  time  before  the  assessment,  shall  give  season- 
able warning  to  the  inhabitants,  in  any  town  meeting,  or 
by  posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places  in  such 
town  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other 
way,  to  make  and  bring  in  to  the  assessors  true  and  per- 
fect lists  of  polls,  and  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate 
they  are  possessed  of,  on  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
agreeable  to  the  description  of  real  and  personal  estate, 
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and  income  from  profession,  faculty,  handycraft,  trade 
or  employment  as  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their  estates  in  manner 
aforesaid  to  the  Assessors,  he,  she  or  they  so  neglecting  or 
refusing,  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make  application  to  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  for  any  abatement  of  the  assess- 
ment laid  on  him,  her  or  them  ;  and  if  the  Assessors  sus- 
pect any  falsehood  in  the  list  to  them  presented,  of  polls 
and  real  and  personal  estate,  then  the  Assessors  shall 
require  the  person  presenting  such  list,  to  make  solemn 
oath  respecting  the  same,  (which  oath  the  several  Assessors 
are  hereby  empowered  to  administer)  such  list  being 
exhibited  on  oath  shall  be  a  rule  of  that  person's  propor- 
tion  of  the  tax  who  presented  the  same,  which  the 
Assessors  may  not  exceed,  unless  the  Assessors  shall  dis- 
cover some  error  therein. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
when  any  town  have  been  incorporated  or  divided,  or 
families  taken  from  one  town  and  annexed  to  another, 
since  the  valuation  of  March  sixth.  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  are  not  particularly  assessed 
their  proportion  in  this  act,  they  shall  be  considered  as 
l>elonging  to  the  town  or  towns  from  whence  they  were 
taken ;  and  the  Assessors  are  hereby  directed  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  where  any  town  has  been 
divided  and  made  into  two  districts  or  towns,  the  Select- 
men or  Assessors  of  both  such  towns  may  agree  and  make 
a  division  of  the  sum  set  upon  such  town,  and  assess  the 
same  accordingly  upon  their  respective  towns,  and  make 
return  into  the  Treasurer's  office  of  their  doings;  and  in 
such  case  the  .Treasurer  is  hereby  directed,  to  send  his 
warrants  to  the  Collectors  or  Constables  of  both  such 
towns,  requiring  them  to  collect  the  same,  and  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  in  the  same  manner  that  he  doth  to  the  other 
Collectors  or  Constables. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  persons  loho  dwell  or  reside 
in  some  towns  within  this  Commomvealth^  but  are  engaged  , 
in  trade,  and  negociate  their  business  almost  entirely  in 
other  towns,  and  there  hire  stores,  shops  or  whai*ves;  and 
it  is  apparent  that  the  Assessors  of  the  towns  where  such  per- 
sons  reside  or  dwell,  cannot  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
business  transacted  by  them  as  the  Assessors  of  the  town 
whe^'e  the  same  is  done: 
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Be  it  thei^efore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  persons  within  the  description  aforesaid,  shall  be 
assessed  and  pay  taxes  for  such  of  their  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  ships  and  vessels,  as  are 
sold,  used,  or  improved  in  the  towns  where  they  hire 
stores,  shops  or  wharves,  or  transact  the  principal  part  of 
their  business,  and  for  thejr  faculties  exercised  there,  and 
not  in  the  towns  w^here  they  live,  and  shall  accordingly 
give  in,  on  oath  if  required,  a  list  of  their  whole  estate  to 
the  Assessors  of  the  respective  towns,  distinguishing  what 
part  thereof  is  rateable  in  each  town,  and  in  default 
thereof,  shall  be  doomed  by  the  Assessors  respectively ; 
Provided,  That  this  clause  be  not  in  any  case  so  construed 
as  to  enable  any  town  to  tax  any  inhabitant  of  any  other 
town,  for  any  estate  for  which  such  town  has  been  charged 
in  the  last  valuation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  army 
notes  (so  called)  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, pursuant  to  an  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of 
July,  A.  D.  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
and  payable  in  the  years  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  and  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  shall  be  received  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  discharge  of  the  tax  granted  by  this  act ; 
and  the  Treasurer,  and  Collectors  and  Constables,  in  the 
respective  towns  or  other  places,  are  hereby  directed  to 
govern  themselves  accordingly ;  and  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  allow  interest  upon  the 
notes  which  may  be  paid  into  the  treasury  in  discharge  of 
this  tax,  to  and  including  the  first  day  of  ^^ri7  next,  and 
not  afterwards. 

And  whereas  by  th^  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of  July, 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  it  is  enacted, 
''  That  if  the  General  Court  shall  not  some  time  before  the 
first  day  of  August,  in  each  of  the  years  last  mentioned, 
(viz.  :  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three.  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  a)td  eighty-four,  and  One  thou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,)  agree  and  conclude 
upon  a  tax  act,  apportioning  the  sum  to  be  paid  in  each 
of  the  said  years  respectively,  then  and  in  such  case  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Comjnon wealth  is  empowered  and  di- 
rected, some  time  in  the  month  of  September,  in  each  of 
the  said  years,  to  issue  and  send  forth  his  warrants,  di^ 
reeled  to  the  /Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  such  town  or  other 
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incorporated  place^  as  was  taxed  by  the  General  Couft  in 
the  tax  act  next  preceding^  or  to  some  suitable  person  in 
such  places  as  are  not  incorporated^  requiring  them  to  assess 
the  polls  and  estates  within  their  limits  respectively^  for  their 
full  parts  and  proportions  of  the  sums  before  directed  and 
engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  on  or 
before  the  first  cZay  o/*  October,  in  such  years  respectively.^^ 
And  as  government  presume  the  remainder*  of  the  notes 
payable  in  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four^ 
and  One  thoiuiand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five^  and  not 
in  this  act  specially  provided  for,  loill  be  received  for  the 
unlocated  lands  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  suspend  the  issuing  his  warrants  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  remainder  of  the  said  notes,  due  in  the  year 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  said  act  of  the  fifth  day  of  July,  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  until  the  further  order  of 
the  General  Ciourt. 

And  whereas  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  did, 
by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act,  issue  his  warrants,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  q/*  April,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  directed  to  tfie  Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  the  sev- 
eral towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  requiring  them  to  assess 
on  the  inhabitants  thereof.  Thirty-seven  thousand  pounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  army  notes,  payable  in 
the  year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and 
a  compliance  thereicith  at  this  tvne  is  impracticable: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  the  several  towns  or  other 
)>laces  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  respectively  discharged  from  the  duties 
required  by  the  said  Treasurer's  warrants  aforesaid,  pro- 
vided they  have  not  proceeded  to  assess  their  several 
towns  or  other  places  agreeable  to  the  directions  given 
in  the  said  warrants.  And  in  case  the  Selectmen  or 
Assessors  have  proceeded  to  assess  the  inhabitants  of 
their  respective  towns  in  manner  pointed  out  in  the  said 
warrant  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
Assessors  be,  and  they  hereby  are  respectively  empowered 
and  directed,  to  recall  the  said  assessments  made  as  afore- 
said, previous  to  their  proceeding  to  assess  this  tax,  in 
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manner  herein  before  directed ;  and  in  all  cases  where 
assessments  have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  war- 
rant, the  same  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared  void ; 
and  the  Constables  and  Collectors  to  whom  the  same  have 
been  or  may  be  committed,  are  hereby  prohibited  and 
forbidden  to  proceed  in  the  collection  thereof. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
Assessors  of  those  towns  who  are  charged  in  this  act  with 
the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
l>e,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  assess  the  polls  in 
their  several  towns,  an  additional  sum  in  proportion  to 
the  sum  set  on  the  polls,  on  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  pounds,  as  is  herein  before  directed. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
holders  of  the  soldiers  notes  receivable  in  this  tax,  shall 
be  allowed  interest  for  the  same  until  the  first  day  of 
April,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

July  9,  1784. 
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[October  SeBsion,  ch.  1.] 

Chan    26  ^^  ^^'^  ascertaining  the  rates  at  which  coined  silver 

//•       V        ^^^    GOLD,    AND    ENGLISH    HALF-PENCE    AND    FARTHINGS, 
MAY  PASS  WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Preamble.  WTi€Tea^  the  rate  of  gold  has  been  altered  by  the  legis- 

lature of  several  of  the  United  States,  and  it  now  passes 
at  an  higher  rate  in  most  of  them,  than  it  does  in  this 
State,  whereby  the  circulating  cun*ency  here  has  been  much 
diminished,  and  there  is  great  danger  that  all  the  gold 
now  passing  will  be  sent  out  of  the  State;  and  it  is  also 
uspfd  to  establish  the  rate  of  certain  silver  coins: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority, 
of  the  same.  That  in  the  payment  of  all  taxes  which  shall 
hereafter  be  received  into  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  in  the  payment  of  all  debts,  coined  gold  and 
silver  shall  be  received,  and  be  a  lawful  tender  at  the 
rates  following,  to  tcit: 

^**V* T?*S?       An  En«:lish  or  French  Crown,  at  six  shillino:s  and  eiffht 

colDed  gold,  &c.  t      n    t    •    •  e  i  •  ..  ® 

•ball  be  a  lawful  peuce,  aiid  all  divisions  or  such  crowns  in  proportion. 
**°  *'*  A  Spanish  milled  Dollar,  at  six  shillings,  and  all  divi- 

sions of  such  dollars  in  propoition. 
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An  English  Guinea,  of  the  weight  of  five  penny  weight 
and  six  grains,  at  twenty-eight  shillings,  and  all  divisions 
of  such  guineas  in  equal  proportion. 

A  French  Guinea,  of  the  weight  of  five  penny  weight 
and  six  grains,  at  twenty-seven  shillings  and  four 
pence. 

A  coin  of  Portugal,  commonly  called  a  Johannes,  of 
the  weight  of  eighteen  penny  weight,  at  four  pounds  six- 
teen shillings,  and  all  divisions  of  such  Johannes  in  like 
proportion. 

A  Moidore,  of  the  weight  of  six  penny  weight  eighteen 
grains,  at  thirty-six  shillings,  and  all  divisions  of  moi- 
dores  in  like  proportion. 

A  four  pistole  piece,  called  a  Doubloon,  of  the  weight 
of  sixteen  penny  weight  twelve  grains,  at  four  pounds 
eight  shillings,  and  all  divisions  of  the  same  coin  in  like 
proportion. 

Three  English  farthings  at  a  penny,  and  English  half- 
pence in  proportion. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  author ity  aforesaid^ 
That  all  pieces  of  coined  gold,  before  herein  enumerated, 
and  which  shall  weigh  more  or  less  than  is  by  this  act  estab- 
lished as  their  current  weight,  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment for  the  taxes  hereafter  lo  be  received  into  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  in  all  debts,  for  a  sum  pro- 
portioned to  the  value  of  gold  as  hereby  stated,  to  wit^ 
at  five  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  by  the 
ounce,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  so  two  former 
much  of  an  act,  entitled,  ««An  act  for  ascertaining  the  *"'•  "p*'*®**' 
rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold,  and  English  half- 
pence and  farthings,  may  pass  within  this  Government," 
as  respects  the  rate  at  which  coin  gold  shall  pass  within 
this  State,  and  enacts  a  penalty  for  passing  the  same  at  an 
higher  rate  than  is  in  the  said  act  established  ;  and  also  an 
act,  entitled,  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  and 
passed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late  Majesty, 
George  the  second,  entitled  an  act  for  ascertaining  the 
rates  at  which  coined  silver  and  gold,  and  English  half- 
pence and  farthings,  may  pass  within  this  govemment," 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and 
void.  October  26,  1784. 
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[October  Session,  cb.  2.] 

27  AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  CHARLTON,  WITH  CERTAIN  OTHER  INHAB- 
ITANTS OF  THE  SAID  TOWN,  INTO  A  DISTINCT  PARISH. 

Whefi'eas  the  congregational  church  in  the  town  o/*  Charl- 
ton, have  signified  their  desire  to  be  incorporated  with  cer- 
tain other  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  into  a  distinct  parish  y 
which  in  their  present  circumstances  may  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  religion  and  morality  among  them: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  the  members  of  the  said  Con- 
gregational church  in  Charlton,  and  such  other  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  who  shall  in  writing  by  them  signed  in 
the  book  of  the  records  of  the  said  parish,  signify  their 
desire  of  belonging  to  the  said  parish,  together  with  all 
their  families  and  estates,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  incor- 
porated into  a  distinct  parish  by  the  name  of  the  Congre- 
gational Parish  in  Charlton^  and  are  hereby  invested  with 
all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  with  which 
other  parishes  or  precincts  within  this  Commonwealth  are 
by  law  invested. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^ 
That  Jacob  Davis^  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  on 
application  therefor,  to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  some 
principal  parishioner  of  the  same  parish,  requiring  him  to 
give  warning  to  the  aforesaid  parishioners  qualified  to 
vote  in  parish  aflfairs,  to  meet  at  some  convenient  time 
and  place  to  chuse  all  such  officers  as  parishes  are  by  law 
authorized  to  chuse  in  the  month  of  March  annually. 

October  26,  1784. 


1784.  — Chapter  28. 

[October  Session,  ch.  3.] 

Chan   28  ^^  -^^"^  prescribing  forms  of  writs  in  civil  causes,  and 

^  •  DIRECTING  THE  MODE  OF  PROCEEDING  THEREIN. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  in  all  civil  actions  the  original  process  in 
the  following  cases  betwixt  party  and  party,  shall  be 
made  out  in  the  forms  following,  that  is  to  say,  — 


Bammona. 
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{^Summons.'] 
Commonwealth  of  Ma^^sachusetts. 

[seal.]        8 ,  8S. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  our  county  of  S ,  or  his  Deputy. 

Greeting. 

We  command  you,  that  you  summon  A,  B.  of  G. 
[additicmj  (if  he  may  be  found  in  your  precinct)  to 
appear  before  our  Justices  of  our  Court  of 

to  be  holden  at  B.  within  and  for  our  said  county  of  S, 
on  the  Tuesday  of  ,  then  and  there  in  our  said 

Court  to  answer  to  £>.  E.  of  R.  within  our  county  of  3/. 
[addition]  in  a  plea  of  to  the  damage 

of  the   said   jD.  E.    (as   he  saith)  the  sum  of 
pounds,  which  shall  then  and  there  be  made  to  appear, 
with  other  due  damages.     And  have  you  there  this  writ, 
with  your  doings  therein.     Witness  E.   H.  Esq ;  at  B. 
the  day  of  in  the  year  of  our  LORD, 

A.  D.  Clerk. 


[^Capias ^  or  Attachment.'] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
[seal.]     8 ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  our  county  of  S ,  or  his  Deputy. 

Greeting. 

We  command  you  to  attach  the  goods  or  estate  of  B.  capiaBorAi- 

E.  of  B.  within  our  county  of  8 ,  [addition]   to  the 

value  of  pounds,  and  for  want  thereof  to  take  the 
body  of  the  said  B.  E*  (if  he  may  be  found  in  your  pre- 
cinct) and  him  safely  keep,  so  that  you  have  him  before 
our  Justices  of  our  Court  of  ,  next  to  be 

holden  at  B.  within  and  for  our  said  county  of  8.  on  the 
Tuesday  of  ,  then  and  there  in  our  said  Court, 

to  answer  upto  D.  3.  of  72.  within  our  county  of  JU. 
[addition]  in  a  plea  of  to  the  damage   of  the 

said  D.  3.  (as  he  saith)  the  sum  of  pounds, 

which  shall  then  and  there  be  made  to  appear,  with  other 
due  damages.     And  have  you  there  this  writ,  with  your 
doings  therein.     Witness  E.  H.  Esq;  at  B.  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  LORD, 

A.  D.  Clerk. 
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Bummoiu  when 
goods  are 
attached. 


Execution. 


{^Summons  when  goods  are  attacJied,'] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[seal.]     S ,  ss. 

To  A.  B.  o/B.  within  our  county  of  S ,  [addition.^ 

Greeting. 
We  command  you,  that  you  appear  at  our  next 
Court  of  ,  to  be  holden  at  B.  within  and   for  our 

county  of  8.  aforesaid,  on  the  Tuesday  of  , 

then  and  thereto  answer  to  C.  D,  of  R.  within  our  county 
of  M.  [addition]  in  a  plea  of  which  plea  the  said 

(7.  D,  hath  commenced  against  you,  to  be  heard  and  tried 
at  the  said  Court ;  and  your  goods  or  estate  are  attached 
to  the  value  of  pounds,  for  security  to  satisfy  the 

judgment  which  the  said  (7.  J),  may  recover  upon  the 
aforesaid  trial.  Fail  not  of  appearance  at  your  peril- 
Witness  E.  H.  Esq ;  at  B.  the  day  of  ,  in 
the  year  of  our  LORD, 

A.  D.  Clerk. 

[ExeciUion.'] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[seal.]     8 ,  ss. 

To  the  8heriff  of  our  county  of  S- 


-,  or  his  Deputy* 
Greeting. 

Whereas  C.  L.  of  R.  within  our  county  of  8.   [addi- 
tion] by  the  consideration  of  our  Justices  of  our 
Court  of  ,  holden  at  B.  for  and  within  our  county 

of  8.  aforesaid,  on  the  Tuesday  of  ,  recovered 

judgment  against  D.  T.  of  B.  in  the  county  of  M.  [addi- 
tion] for  the  sum    of  pounds  shillings   and 

pence,  debt    or  damage,  and  pounds 

shillings  and  pence,  costs  of  suit,  as  to  us  appears 

of  record,  whereof  execution  remains  to  be  done  :  We 
command  you,  therefore,  that  of  the  goods,  chattels  or 
lands  of  the  paid  D.  T.  within  your  precinct,  you  cause 
to  be  paid  and  satisfied  unto  the  siid  C.  Xi  at  the  value 
thereof  in  money,  the  aforesaid  sum,  being  pounds 

shillings  and  pence,  in  the  whole,  with 

shillings  more  for  this  writ,  and  thereof  also  to  satisfy 
yourself  for  your  own  fees.  And  for  want  of  goods, 
chattels  or  lands  of  the  said  D.  T.  to  be  by  him  shewn 
unto  you,  or  found  within  your  precinct,  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  said  C.  L.  to  satisfy  the  sums  aforesaid,  we 
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command  you  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  D,  T.  and  him 
commit  unto  our  goal  in  B.  in  our  county  of  S.  aforesaid, 
and  detain  in  your  custody  within  our  said  goal,  until  he 
pay  the  full  sums  above  mentioned,  with  your  fees,  or 
that  he  be  discharged  by  the  said  (7.  L.  the  creditor,  or 
otherwise  by  order  of  law.  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make 
return  of  this  writ,  with  your  doings  therein.  Witness 
E,  H.  Esq  ;  at  B.  the  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  LORD, 

A.  D.  Clerk. 
• 
And  he  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the 
writ  for  putting  such  into  possession  of  any  land  or  tene- 
ments as  shall  recover  judgment  for  the  same,  and  for 
levying  the  cost  and  damages  recovered  upon  such  suit, 
commonly  called  a  writ  of  Facias  habere  Possessionem^  and 
writ  of  Fieri  Facias;  as  also  the  writ  of  Scire  Facias  j  to  be 
issued  out  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  respectively,  shall  be  from  time  to  time 
granted  and  issued  in  the  form  following,  that  is  to  say^  — 

[  Writ  of  Facias  habere  Possessionem  and  Fieri  Facias.] 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
[seal.]     S ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  our  county  ofS ,  or  his  Deputy  ^ 

Greeting. 

Whereas  A.  B,   of  C.  [addition]  before  our  Justices  writofFaciaa 
of  our  Court  of  holden  for  or  within  our  Jio^em  Md*®* 

county  of  8.  aforesaid,  at  B,  upon  the  day  of  ^^•^  F«cia». 

by  the  consideration  of  our  said  Court,  recovered  judg- 
ment for  his  title  and  possession  of  and  in  a  certain  mes- 
suage or  tenement  with  the  appurtenances,  or  acres 
of  land,  with  the  appurtenances  and  privileges,  lying  and 
being  in  the  town  of  D.  against  E.  F,  of  G,  [addition] 
who  had  unjustly  withheld,  put  out  or  amoved  the  said 
A,  B.  from  his  possesion  thereof;  and  also  at  the  said 
Court  recovered  judgment  for  pounds  shil- 
lings and  pence,  for  costs  and  damages,  which  he 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  same,  as  to  us  hath  been  made 
to  appear  of  record.  We  command  you  therefore,  that 
without  delay,  you  cause  the  said  ^.  ^.  to  have  posses- 
sion of  and  in  the  said  messuage  or  tenement,  with  the 
appuitenances ;   or  the   said         acres  of  land,  with  the 
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appurtenances  and  privileges :  We  also  command  you, 
that  of  the  goods,  chattels  or  lands  of  the  said  E,  F. 
within  your  precinct,  at  the  value  thereof  in  money,  you 
cause  the  said  A,  li.  to  be  paid  and  satisfied  the  aforesaid 
sum   of  pounds  shillings   and  pence, 

which  to  the  said  A.  B.  was  adjudged  for  his  costs  and 
damages,    with  shillings  more   for   this   writ,    and 

thereof  also  to  satisfy  yourself  for  your  own  fees.  And 
for  want  of  such  goods,  chattels  or  lands  of  the  said  E.  F. , 
to  be  b}'  him  shewn  unto  you  or  found  within  your  pre- 
cinct, to  the  acceptance  of  the  said  A.  B.  to  satisfy-  the 
aforesaid  sum :  We  command  you  to  take  the  body  of  the 
said  E,  F.  and  him  commit  unto  our  goal,  in  B.  in  our 
county  of  S,  aforesaid,  and  detain  in  your  custody  within 
our  said  goal,  until  he  pay  the  full  sum  abovementioned 
with  your  fees  ;  or  that  he  be  discharged  by  the  said  A,  B. 
or  otherwise  by  order  of  law.  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make 
return  of  this  writ  with  your  doings  therein.  Witness 
E.  //.  Esq  ;  at  B.  the  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  LORD,  .  a.  D.  Clerk. 

[  Writ  of  Scire  F(mas,'\ 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[seal.]     S ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  our  county  of  S ,  or  his  Deputy^ 

Greeting. 
ScIm'^*^*^         Whereas  (7.  D,  of  B.  [addition]  before  our  Justices 
of  our  Court  of  holden  for  or  within  our  said 

county  of  S.  at  B.  on  the  day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord,  by  the  consideration  of  our  said  Justices, 

lecovered  against  A,  B.  of  E.  [addition]  the  sum  of 
pounds         shillings  and         pence,  debt  or  damage  ;  and  * 
also         pounds         shillings  and         pence,  for  costs  and 
charges  by  him  about  his  suit  in  that  behalf  expended, 
whereof  the  said  A.  B.  is  convict,  as  to  us  appears  of 
record;  and  although  judgment  be  thereof  rendered,  yet 
the  execution  for  the  said  debt  or  damage  and  costs  doth 
yet  remain  to  be  made,  whereof  the  said  6\  D,  hath  made 
application  to  us  to  provide  remedy  for  him  in  that  behalf : 
Now  to  the  end  that  justice  be  done,  we  command  you, 
that  you  make  known  unto  the  said  A.  B.  that  he  be 
before   our   Justices   of  our   said  Court    of         to 

be  holden  within  or  for  our   said   county  of  S.    at   B. 


appearanoe. 
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on  the  day  of  to  shew  cause  (if  any  he  hath) 
wherefore  the  said  (7.  D,  ought  not  to  have  his  execution 
against  him  the  said  A.  B.  for  his  debt  or  damage  and 
costs  aforesaid ;  and  further  to  do  and  receive  that  which 
our  said  Court  shall  then  consider ;  and  there  and  then 
have  you  this  writ,  with  your  doings  therein.  Herein  fail 
not.  Witness  E.  IL  Esq  ;  at  B.  the  day  of  in  the 
year  of  our  LORD,  .  A.  D.  Clerk. 

And  he  it  enacted.  That  the  several  forms  of  writs  and 
processes  here  underwritten,  shall  he,  and  hereby  are 
established  to  be  the  forms  to  be  granted  and  used  in  civil 
causes  triable  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  that  is  to  say^  — 

[^Summons  for  Appearance,"] 
[seal.]     S ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  S— — ,  or  either 
of  his  Deputies^  or  the  Constables  of  the  town  ofB.  within 
the  said  county  ^  or  to  any  or  either  of  them.      Greeting. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ,  sommonafor 
you  are  required  to  summon  and  give  notice  unto  T,  P. 
of  B.  aforesaid,  [addition]  (if  he  may  be  found  in  your 
precinct)  that  he  appear  before  me,  J.  D.  Esq  ;  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  at  my 
dwelling  house,  in  B,  on  the  day  of 

at  of  the  clock  in  the  noon ;  then  and 

there  to  answer  to  E.  L,  of  M,   [addition]  in  a  plea  of 
to  the  damage  of  the  said  E.  L.   (as  he  saith) 
the  sum  of  as  shall  then  and  there  appear 

with  other  due  damages.  And  of  this  writ,  with  your 
doings  therein,  you  are  to  make  true  return  unto  myself, 
at  or  before  the  said  day  of 

Dated  at  B,  aforesaid,  the  day  of  in  the  year 

of  our  LORD,  .  J.  D, 

[Ca/>itt«,  or  AttachTTient.'] 

[seal.]      S ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  S ,  or  either 

of  his  DeputieSy  or  the  Constables  of  the  town  ofB.  within 
the  said  county  y  or  to  any  or  either  of  them  y 

Greeting. 
In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts y  capuaorat- 
you  are  required  to  attach  the  goods  or  estate  of  T,  P.  of ' 
B.  aforesaid,  [addition]  to  the  value  of  and  for  want 


CaDia 
'  tachment. 
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thereof,  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  T.  P,  (if  he  may  be 
found  in  your  precinct)  and  him  safely  keep,  so  that  he 
may  be  had  before  me  «/.  D,  Esq ;  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  at  my  dwelling  house, 
in  B.  on  the  day  of  at  of  the  clock 

in  the  noon ;  then  and  there  to  answer  to  E-  L.  of  M. 
[addition]  in  a  plea  of  to  the  damage  of  the  said  E.  L. 
(as  he  saith)   the  sum  of  as  shall 

then  and  there  appear,  with  other  due  damages.     Hereof 
fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  writ,  and  of  your 
doings  therein,  unto  myself,  at  or  before  the  said 
day  of  .     Dated  at  B.  aforesaid,  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  LORD,  .  «/.  jD. 


Baromons  when 
goods  are  at- 
tached. 


Execution. 


\Summons  when  goods  are  attacked.'] 

[seal.]     S ,  ss. 

To  T.  P.  o/D.  in  the  county  o/S ,  [addition] 

Greeting. 
In   the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts y 
you  are  commanded  to  appear  before  me  «/.  D.  Esq  ;  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  at 
my  dwelling  house,  in  /?.  on  the  day  of 

at  of  the  clock  in  the         noon,  to  answer  unto  E.  L. 

of  M,  [addition]  in  a  plea  of  which  plea  the  said 

E.  L,  hath  commenced  to  be  heard  and  tried  before  me ; 
and  your  goods  or  estate  are  attached  to  the  value  of 

for  security,  to  satisfy  the  judgment  which  the  said 
E,  Ij.  may  recover  upon  the  aforesaid  trial.     Fail  not  of 
appearance  at  your  peril.     Dated  at  B,   aforesaid,   the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  LORD, 

J.D. 

[^ExectUion,'] 
CoMMON^VEALTH  OF  Massachusetts, 


[seal.]     S- 


ss. 


To  the  Sheriff  of  our  said  county  of  S ,  or  either 

of  his  Deputies^  or  the  Constables  of  the  town  of  B.  within 
our  said  county  ^  or  any  or  either  of  them. 

Greeting. 

Whereas   E.  L.    of  M.   [addition]    on  the         day  of 

before  J.  Z>.  Esq ;  one  of  our  Justices  of  the 

Peace  for  our  county  aforesaid,  recovered  judgment  against 

T.  P.  of  B.   [addition]   for  the  sum  of  debt  or 


1784.  — Chapter  28.  93 

damage,  and  shillings  and  pence  for  charges 

of  suit,  as  to  us  appears  of  record,  whereof  execution 
remains  to  be  done  :  We  command  you  therefore,  that  of 
the  money  of  the  said  T.  P.  or  of  his  goods  or  chattels 
within  your  precinct,  at  the  value  thereof  in  money,  you 
cause  to  be  levied,  paid  and  satisfied  unto  the  said  E.  L. 
the  aforesaid  sums  being  pounds  shillings  and 

pence,  in  the  whole  ;  and  also  that  out  of  the  money, 
goods  or  chattels  of  the  said  T.  P.  you  levy  more 

for  this  writ,  together  with  your  own  fees.  And  for  want 
of  such  money,  goods  or  chattels  of  the  said  T,  P.  to  be 
by  him  shewn  unto  you,  or  found  within  your  precinct,  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  said  E,  L.  for  satisfying  the  afore- 
said sums  :  We  command  you  to  take  the  body  of  the  said 
T.  P.  and  him  commit  unto  our  goal  in  B.  and  we  com- 
mand the  keeper  thereof  accordingly,  to  receive  the  said 
T.  P.  into  our  said  goal,  and  him  safely  to  keep  until  he 
pay  the  full  sums  abovementioned,  with  your  fees,  or  that 
he  be  discharged  by  the  said  E.  L.  the  creditor,  or  other- 
wise by  order  of  law.  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return 
of  this  writ,  with  your  doings  therein,  unto  our  said  Jus- 
tice, within  sixty  days  next  coming.  Witness  our  said 
Justice,  at  B.  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of 

our  LORD,  .  J.  D. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  form  of  the  writ  of 
Scire  Facias  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  form  of  a  writ  of  Scire 
Facias  upon  a  judgment  recovered  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  mutatis  mutandis. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Clerk  of  each  town  respectively,  within  this 
Commonwealth,  as  well  as  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts 
aforesaid,  may,  and  are  hereby  respectively  empowered 
to  grant  summons  for  witness  in  civil  causes,  directed  to 
the  person  to  be  summoned  for  witness ;  which  summons 
shall  be  made  out  in  the  form  following,  that  is  to  say^  — 

[^Suhpcena  for  Witnesses.'] 

S ,  ss. 

To  A.  B.  of  C.  {addition.]  Greeting. 

You  are  hereby  required,  in  the  name  of  the  Common-  sobpcoDafor 
wealth  of  Massachusetts^  to  make  your  api)earance  before  ^*'°*"*'' 
the  Justices  of  the  next  to  be  holden  at  B.  within 

and   for   the   county   of  S.    on   the  Tuesday  of 
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,  to  give  evidence  of  what  you  know  relating  to  an 
action  or  plea  of  then  and  there  to  be  heard 

and  tried  betwixt  A.  B.  of  U.  [addition]  plaintiff,  and 
D,  E.  of  E.  [addition]  defendant.  Hereof  fail  not,  as 
you  will  answer  your  default  under  the  pains  and  penalty 
in  the  law  in  that  behalf  made  and  provided. 

Dated  at  B.  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of 

our  LORD,  .  A.  D.  Clerk. 


Justices  em- 
powered to 
grant  samnionB 
for  witnesses. 


Persons  making 
default,  liable  to 
the  action  of  the 
aggrieved  party. 


Defendants 
served  with 
process,  and 
they  not  ap- 
pearing, their 
default  to  l>e 
recorded. 


Proviso. 


And  be  it  furthei*  enactedy  That  every  Justice  of  the 
Peace  may,  and  hereby  is  empowered  to  grant  summons 
for  witnesses  in  civil  causes  triable  before  himself,  such 
summons  to  be  directed  as,  and  similar  to,  the  summons 
for  witnesses  in  civil  causes  as  aforesaid,  rtnUatis  mutandis. 
And  if  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  served  with 
lawful  process  or  summons  to  testify,  depose,  or  give 
evidence  concerning  any  cause  or  matter  depending  in 
any  of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  or  before  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  as  aforesaid,  and  having  tendered  unto  him  or  them 
such  reasonable  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  his  or  their 
costs  and  charges,  as  having  regard  to  the  distance  of  the 
places,  is  necessary  to  be  allowed  in  that  behalf,  do  not 
appear  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  process  or  summons, 
having  no  reasonable  let  or  impediment  to  the  contrary, 
then  the  person  so  making  default  shall  be  liable  to  the 
action  of  the  aggrieved  party  for  all  damages  by  him  sus- 
tained by  such  default,  and  the  Court  or  Justice  of  the 
Peace  shall  have  power  by  attachment  to  bring  such  con- 
temptuous witness  into  Court,  or  before  him  and  to  fine 
him  at  discretion  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  six  pounds, 
and  shall  order  him  to  pay  the  cost  of  such  attachment. 

And  it  is  further  enacted^  That  when  any  defendant 
shall  be  duly  served  with  process,  and  return  thereof  shall 
be  made  into  the  Court  where  the  same  is  returnable,  and 
he  shall  not  appear  by  himself,  or  his  attorney,  his  default 
shall  be  recorded,  and  the  charge  in  the  declaration  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  true,  and  the  Court  shall  there- 
upon give  such  damages  as  they  shall  find  upon  enquiry 
that  the  plaintiff  shall  have  sustained,  unless  the  plaintiff 
shall  move  to  have  a  jury  to  enquire  into  the  damages,  in 
which  case  the  Court  shall  enter  up  judgment  for  such 
damages  as  the  jury  shall  assess.  Provided  nevertheless^ 
That  if  the  defendant  shall  come  into  Court  at  any  time 
before  the  jury  is  dismissed,  and  shall  pay  down  to  the 
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adverse  party  the  costs  he  has  been  at  thus  far,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  the  Court  shall  judge  reasonable,  then  the  Court 
may  admit  the  defendant  to  have  the  same  day  in  Court  as 
if  his  default  had  never  been  recorded. 

And  it  is  also  enacted^  That  when  any  person  in  whose  uSv°i"**fSSSi 
favor  a  judgment  is  given  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  «pp^iiig*t^' 
shall  appeal  therefrom  because  the  damages  given  are  too  jury  afthe  su. 
small,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  jury  at  the  Supreme  Judi-  ^J??/"***^*^ 
cial  Court  to  enquire  into  the  damages  without  any  further 
notice  to  the  appellee.     And  when  in  the  Common  Pleas 
judgment  shall  be  given  either  upon  abatement  or  demurrer, 
the  party  against  whom  judgment  is  given  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  appealing  without  any  further  proceedings  had 
in  the  Common  Pleas.     And  all  agreements  for  waiving 
pleas,  and  for  amendments,  and  for  making  new  pleas  at 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  made  and  entered  upon  the 
records  of  the  Common  Pleas,  shall  be  binding  to  the 
parties  throughout  the  whole  process  of  the  suit. 

And  it  is  also  enacted.  That  when  any  plaintiff  shall  in  when  puintiflfa 
any  stage  of  his  action  become  nonsuit,  or  discontinue  his  auitJoiedSeDd. 
suit,  the  defendant  shall  recover  his  cost  against  him,  and  JSit/tJJfMt" 
that  in  all  actions  as  well  those  of  qui  tarn  as  others,  the  '**®™' 
party  prevailing  shall  be  entitled  to  his  legal  costs  against 
the  other. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  no  person  imprisoned  ^ri«?S"d  Spon ' 
upon   mean   process  shall  l)e  held   in  prison   upon  such  ™*J°f'JJ?*" 
process  above  the  space  of  thirty  days  next  after  the  goal  above  30 
entering  up  final  judgment  upon  the  writ  whereby  he  is   *y*»"°*®*"- 
committed ;  unless  he  shall  be  continued  there  by  having 
his  body  taken  in  execution,  nor  shall  the  prison  keeper 
discharge  any  such  prisoner  unless  judgment  is  given  in 
his  favor,  until  thirty  days  next  after  the  said  judgment 
is  entered  up,  unless  the  party  at  whose  suit  he  was  com- 
mitted, shall   give   order,  in  writing,  for  his  discharge, 
and  shall  pay  the  legal  fees  of  the  goaler. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  all  ori^rinal  writs  issuing  How  original 

^  write  ieeuGil  n^e 

out  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Court  of  Common  tobeindorM'd. 
Pleas,  shall  before  they  are  served,  be  indorsed  on  the 
back  thereof  by  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  or  one  of  them, 
with  his  christian  and  surname,  if  he  or  they  are  inhabitants 
of  this  Commonwealth,  or  by  his  or  their  agent  or  attor- 
ney, being  an  inhabitant  thereof,  and  where  the  plaintiff 
is  not  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth,  then  his  writ 
shall  be  indorsed  in  manner  aforesaid,  by  some  responsible 
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person  who  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth,  pro- 
vided that  the  Court  may  upon  motion,  in  considenition 
that  the  agent  or  attorney  who  indorsed  the  writ  is  not  of 
ability  for  the  purposes  hereafter  mentioned,  order  that 
the  plaintiff  shall  procure  a  new  indorser,  and  such  new 
indorser  shall  be  held  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  indorse- 
ment had  been  made  before  the  writ  was  served,  and 
unless  the  plaintiff  shall  procure  such  new  indorser  when 
directed  thereunto  by  the  Court,  he  shall  become  non-suit, 
but  no  costs  shall  be  awarded  against  him.  And  the 
plaintiff's  agent  or  attorney  who  shall  so  indorse  his  name 
upon  an  original  writ,  shall  be  liable  in  case  of  the  avoid- 
ance or  inability  of  the  plaintiff  to  pay  the  defendant  all 
such  costs  as  he  shall  recover,  and  to  pay  all  prison 
charges  that  may  happen,  where  the  plaintiff  shall  not 
support  his  action.  And  all  goods  and  estate  attached 
upon  mean  process  for  the  security  of  the  debt  or 
damages  sued  for  shall  be  held  for  the  space  of  thirty 
days  after  final  judgment  to  be  taken  in  execution.  And 
if  the  creditor  shall  not  take  them  in  execution  within 
thirty  days  after  judgment,  the  attachment  shall  be 
void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  an  action  shall  be 
brought  to  recover  a  debt  due  on  book  accounts,  an 
account  stated  by  the  parties,  a  quantum  mennt,  quantum 
valebat,  or  for  services  done  upon  an  agreed  price,  the 
defendant  may  file  any  account  he  hath,  in  the  Clerk's 
office  seven  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  where  the  action  is  brought,  or  if  the  suit  is 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  the  account  shall  be  filed 
before  the  justice  four  days  before  the  day  of  trial,  and 
upon  the  general  issue  give  the  same  in  evidence  against 
the  plaintiff's  demand.  And  if  upon  the  trial  it  shall 
appear  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to  the  defendant,  he 
shall  recover  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
brought  his  action  therefor,  and  where  a  plaintiff'  shall  at 
the  same  Court  bring  divers  actions  upon  demands  which 
might  have  been  joined  in  one,  he  shall  recover  no  more 
costs  than  in  one  action  only. 

And  be  it  also  enacted^  That  when  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  both  live  within  the  Commonwealth,  all  per- 
sonal or  transitory  actions  shall  be  brought  in  the  county 
where  one  of  the  parties  lives.  And  when  an  action  shall 
be  commenced  in  any  other  county,  then  as  above  directed 
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the  writ  shall  be  abated  and  the  defendant  allowed  double 
costs. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  no  summons,  writ,  declaration,  process,  judgment,  JJ^tTSr^n'the 
or  other  proceedings  in  the  Courts  or  course  of  Justice  courts  to' be 
shall  be  abated,  aiTested,  quashed,  or  reversed  for  any  Iny  error..* 
kind  of  circumstantial  errors  or  mistakes  when  the  person 
and  case  may  be  rightly  understood  by  the  Court,  nor 
thro'  defect  or  want  of  form   only,   and  the  Court   on 
motion  made  may  order  amendments. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  execution  shall  not  issue  KxecmionB  not 
in  any  case,  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  ^  *■""*  ""'**' 
after  the  entering  up  of  judgment.  October  30^  1784. 
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[October  Seeaion,  eh.  4.]      ' 

AN    ACT    EMPOWERING    THE    INHABITANTS   OF    THE    COUNTY  QkaV     29 
OF    LINCOLN,   EASTWARD   OF    UNION  RIVER,   TO    CHOOSE   A  ^* 

REGISTER  OF  DEEDS,  AND  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHING  A  COURT 
OF  PROBATE  TO  BE  HOLDEN  WITHIN  AND  FOR  ALL  THAT 
PART  OF  THE  SAID  COUNTY,  WHICH  LIES  TO  THE  EASTWARD 
OF  THE  SAID  RIVER. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  county  of  ^rwaxhxe, 
Lincoln,  which  lien  eastward  of  Union  River,  are  put  to 
great  difficulty  in  getting  their  conveyances  of  real  estates 
properly  recorded^  and  in  effecting  the  distribution  and 
settlement  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  among  them^ 
as  they  are  in  such  cases  frequently  obliged ^  at  great 
expense  and  trouble^  to  travel  to  Pownalborough,  wfiere 
alone  the  office  of  Register  of  Deedsy  and  the  Court  of 
the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills  ^  and  for  granting  letters  of 
administration  for  the  said  county  ^  are  now  kept  and  held: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  a  Register  of  Deeds  shall  be  Register  of 
appointed  in  manner  provided  by  law,  within  and  for  the  «^"nt^ 
district  aforesaid,  whose  office  shall  be  holden  at  Machias; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empt)wered  to  choose  a  Register  of  Deeds  for  the 
same  district,  in  order  to  which,  Alexander   Campbell^  cimpbeu'Ksq; 
Esquire,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  said  JJ^fJ  m^jiSn  **  * 
county,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  Selectmen  of  Macfiias^  and  to  some  prin- 
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cipal  inhabitant  of  each  of  the  plantations  within  the  said 
District,  directing  the  said  Selectmen  and  principal  inhab- 
itants respectively,  to  call  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  and  several  plantations, 
qualified  as  the  law  directs  for  voting  in  town  afiairs, 
to  meet  in  the  said  towns  and  plantations  to  which  they 
respectively  belong,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  for 
the  purpose  of  choosing  a  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  same 
district. 

And  be  it  furihei'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  each  of  the  Clerks  of  the  town  and  plantations 
aforesaid,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  said  meetings 
and  elections,  respectively  make  return  on  oath  to  the 
Justices. aforesaid,  of  the  names  of  the  persons  voted  for, 
with  the  number  of  votes  which  each  person  had,  set 
against  their  names  respectively,  which  returns  shall  by 
the  said  Justices  be  transmitted  to  the  then  next  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden  within  and 
for  the  said  county ;  which  said  Court  of  Sessions  shall 
examine  the  said  returns,  and  declare  the  choice  of  the 
said  Register  in  manner  provided  by  law. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  Register  when  elected,  shall  be  sworn,  give 
bond,  and  be  qualified  for  the  execution  of  his  office,  in 
all  respects,  in  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  obli- 
gating and  qualifying  of  other  Registers  of  Deeds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  Register,  elected  and  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
shall  continue  in  his  office  during  the  term  of  five  years 
next  after  he  shall  be  declared  to  have  been  elected  as 
aforesaid ;  and  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  July 
next,  shall  be  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  register 
and  record  all  deeds  of  conveyance  of  any  lands  or  other 
real  estate  lying  within  the  said  district,  as  are  by  law 
required  to  be  registered  and  recorded ;  and  the  records 
of  all  deeds  by  him  so  registered  and  recorded,  shall  be 
good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  records  of  any  deeds  of  conveyance  of  lands  or 
other  real  estate  lying  within  the  said  district,  which  after 
the  said  twentieth  day  of  July  shall  be  made  by  any  other 
than  the  Register  to  be  elected  and  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  void  and  of  no  efiect ;  and  the  said  Register  shall 
be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  all  such  fees  in  the 
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execution  of  his  office,  as  Registers  of  Deeds  are  by  law 
entitled  to  receive. 

And  be  it  farthei'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  a  Court  of  Probate  shall  be  held  within  the  said  SJitoSi^h^d 
District,  and  that  some  suitable  persons  be  appointed  in  jj|^*n  "»« d*"- 
the  manner  the  constitution  directs  for  Judge  and  Register 
of  the  said  Court,  who  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day 
of  July  next,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  do  and 
perform  all  the  business  which  Judges  and  Registers  of 
Probate  by  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth  <<  for  establish- 
ing Courts  of  Probate,"  have  power  and  authority  to  do 
and  perform. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  probate  of  wills  and  letters  of  administration 
granted  upon  the  estates  of  persons  (who  at  the  time  of 
their  decease  belonged  within  the  said  district)  and 
doings,  after  the  said  twentieth  day  of  July^  other  than 
such  as  shall  be  done  and  made  by  the  said  Judge  who 
shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  void  and  of  no 
effect.  Novmber  6^  1784. 

1784.  — Chapter  30. 

[October  Senion,  eb.  6.] 

AN  ACT  REGULATING  THE  EXPORTATION  OF  FLAX   SEED,   POT   f/Aao    30 
ASH,  PEARL  ASH,  BEEF,  PORK,  BARRELED  FISH,  AND  DRIED  -^* 

FISH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenta" 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same y   That   from   and   after  the  twentieth   day    of  No  Flaxseed  to 
December  next,  no  Flax  Seed  shall  be  shipped  or  exported  TeM^uUeyid  & 
out  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  such  as  shall  have  been  c?e"iSiid.  ftcT*"" 
surveyed  and  found  to  be  well  cleansed  and  in  good  order, 
and  in  casks,  each  cask  containing  seven  bushels  and  one 
peck,  or  in  casks  containing  one  half  the  said  quantity 
each. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thsit  the  Governor,  by  a^d  ooj»™'j«j- 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  be,  and  is,  point  survey  org 
hereby   empowered   to  appoint,  in  such  seaport  towns  ° 
within  this  Commonwealth  .as  there  shall  be  occasion,  one 
or  more  skilful  and  disinterested  person  or  persons,  to 
be  surveyors,  for  the  surveying  and  proving  Flax  Seed, 
who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  due  and  impartial  execution  of 
their  trust :  And  their  duty  shall  be  to  inspect  and  survey  Tbeir  duty. 
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all  Flax  Seed  that  shall  be  intended  to  be  laden  on  board 
of  any  vessel  for  foreign  exportation ;  and  every  such 
surveyor  is  hereby  authorized  to  open  the  casks  contain- 
ing the  said  commodity,  intended  to  be  exported  as  afore- 
said, and  if  need  be,  measure  and  shift  the  same  into 
other  casks,  so  as  thoroughly  to  examine  the  whole,  and 
see  that  it  be  clear  from  mixture  of  wild  or  other  seed,  or 
dirt,  and  of  the  measure  aforesaid.  And  every  cask  con- 
taining the  said  quantity,  which  by  such  survey  and 
examination  shall,  according  to  the  surveyor's  best  judg- 
ment, appear  to  be  cleansed  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  mark  or 
imprint  with  a  burning  iron,  the  following  mark  or  letters, 
A.  P.  with  the  name  of  the  town  where  it  shall  be  thus 
approved,  the  name  of  the  said  surveyor  at  large,  and  the 
^  letter  S.  at  the  end  thereof,  denoting  that  the  same  has 
been  surveyed  and  approved. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
AB^BhtSihelx  That  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  December  next, 
ported,  uDicRs    no  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash  shall  be  shipped  or  exported  out 
SIS!?haDiabie.°    of  this   Commonwcalth,    but   such    as   shall   have   been 
assayed  and  found  to  be  of  sufficient  strength  and  purity, 
and  to  have  those  qualities  in  such  degree  of  perfection 
as  shall  be  ascertained  and  fixed  by  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  as  the  standard  of 
such  Pot  Ash  and  Pearl  Ash  as  shall  be  deemed  merchant- 
able, and  fit  for  exportation. 
coSura"^        -4nrf  be   it  further   enactedy  That  the   Governor   and 
powered  to  ap.   Couucil  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  empowered  to  appoint, 
feril^oV^ro^Dg  iu  such  scaport  towns  within  this  Commonwealth  as  there 
Pot  A«hf&|[      shall  be  occasion,  one  or   more  skillful  and  disinterested 
person  or  persons,  to  be  assay-masters,  for  the  proving 
and  assaying  Pot  Ash  and  Pearl  Ash,  who  shall  be  sworn 
Their  duty.       to  the  duc  and  impartial  execution  of  their  trust ;  and  their 
duty  shall    be   to    inspect  and   assay   all  Pot  Ash   and 
Pearl  Ash,  that   shall  be  brought  to   any   such    seaport 
town  to  be   shipped ;   and    every   such  ASsay-master    is 
hereby  authorized  to  open  the  casks  or  vessels  contain- 
ing those  commodities,  and  to  take  out  so  much  thereof 
as  may  discover  the   quality  of  the    whole;  and    every 
cask  or  other  vessel  of  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash,  which  by 
such  assay  shall  be  found  to  be  good  and  merchantable, 
according  to  the  rule  or  standard  that  shall  be  established 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall  mark  or  imprint  with  a  burning  iron, 
the  following  mark  or  letters,  AS-  D.  with  the  name  of 
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the  town  where  the  same  shall  have  been  thus  assayed, 
and  the  assayer's  name  at  large,  and  the  letter  A.  at  the 
end  thereof,  denoting  that  the  same  has  b(»en  assayed  and 
approved. 

And  be  U  further  enacted^   That   if  the   owner  of  any  Pewonipre. 
Flax  Seed,  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash,  or  other  person  employed  iSy  FUx^seeS, 
by  him,  shall  presume  to  lade,  or  put  on  board  any  ves-  rpprot'^f*"**°* 
sel,  bound  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  any  Flax  Seed,  Pot 
Ash  and  Pearl  Ash,  other  than  such  as  shall  have  been 
approved,  by  a  surveyor  or  assay-master,  respectively,  or. 
shall  be  contained  in  any  cask,  or  other  vessel,  that  shall 
not  have  their  marks,  stamps  or  brands  upon  it ;  or  if 
any  master  of  a  ship  or  other  vessel,  or  other  officer  or 
mariner,  shall  receive  on  board  any  such,  the  offender  or 
offenders  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each  P«"*»^y- 
cask  or  other  vessel  so  shipped,  to  be  sued  for  and  recov- 
ered in  any  Court  of  record  within  this  Commonwealth, 
proper  to  try  the  same ;  and  all  such  Flax  Seed,  Pot  Ash 
and  Pearl  Ash  (laded  or  received  on  board  as  aforesaid) 
shall  be  foi-feited.     And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  upon  information  given  of  any  Flax  Seed, 
Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash,  put  on  board  any  such  ship  or  other 
vessel,  as  aforesaid,  not  marked  as  aforesaid,  to  issue  his 
warrant,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy,  or  Consta- 
ble, requiring  them  respectively  to  make  seizure  of  any 
such  Flax  Seed,  Pot  Ash  and  Pearl  Ash,  shipped  and  not 
marked  as  aforesaid,  and  to  secure  the  same  in  order  for 
trial,  and  such  officers  are  hereby  respectively  empowered 
and  required  to  execute  tl;e  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^   That  if  after  any   cask  or  rcrnonBihiftinK 
other  vessel,  containing  Flax  Seed,  or  Pot  Ash,  or  Pearl  caski^aftTrtehig 
Ash,  shall  have  been  approved  and  stamped  with  the  sur-  *pp~^®«*- 
veyor's  or  assay-mastei^s  marks,  stam{)8  or  brands,  any 
cooper  or  other  person  shall  presume  to  shift  the  contents 
of  such  cask  or  other  vessel,  and  to  i)ut  therein  any  Flax 
Seed,  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash,  that  has  not  been  duly  surveyed 

or  assayed,  and  approved  as  aforesaid,   such  cooper  or  ! 

other  person  offending  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  pcuaiiy. 
sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every  cask  so  shifted,  to  be  recov-  ! 

ered  in  manner  as  aforesaid.  i 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  case  any  surveyor  or  surveyor*  or 

•'V  ABAAV-ni  Attars 

aisay-master,  appointed  and  sworn  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  guiuyofneg-  i 

guilty  of  any  neglect  or  fraud  in  assaying  or  surveying  «*^*<*' '""**•  | 

any  Flax  Seed,  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash,  contrary  to  the  true 
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intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall  mark  with  their 
respective  brands,  stamps  or  marks,  any  casks  containing 
Flax  Seed,  or  Pot  Ash,  or  Pearl  Ash,  which  they  had  not 
actually  and  thoroughly  surveyed  or  assayed,  and  which 
may  be  intended  for  exportation  out  of  this  State,  he  or 
Penalty.  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  every 

such  neglect,  or  for  every  cask  falsely  marked,  to  be 
recovered  as  aforesaid. 
Sre^liS^Poior       ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
parth^rS?n?to    ^^^^  cask,  bcforc  any  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash  are  put  therein , 
be  weighed*.  &c.  shall  be  Weighed  by  the  manufacturer  of  such  Pot  Ash  or 
Pearl  Ash,  who  shall,  with  a  marking  iron,  mark  on  one 
of  the  heads  thereof,  the  full  weight  of  the  cask,  and  the 
initial  letters  of  his  name ;  and  in  case  he  shall  falsely 
mark  the   same,    such    manufacturer,   upon   conviction 
thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  shillings 
for  each  cask  so  falsely  marked. 
ailiT/miltoS?        -^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted^  That  the  respective  surveyors 
fees.  and  assay- masters  shall  be  paid  for  every  cask  of  Flax 

Seed,  Pot  Ash  or  Pearl  Ash,  that  they  shall  survey  or  assay, 
the  sum  of  six  pence,  provided  the  number  does   not 
exceed  ten,  and  four  pence  for  each  cask  exceeding  that 
number,   exclusive   of   cooperage,   to  be   paid     by    the 
shipper. 
ch!Sfe?rnnuaiiy      ^^  *^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
I?ei5che™Vnd***  ^^®  sclcctmeu,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  every  town 
packein of  bai*.  in  the  Commonwealth,  where  there  may  be  occasion,  be, 
*    '    and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  to  choose 
and  appoint  annually  a  fit  person  or  persons  to  be  search- 
ers and  packers  of  barreled  Beef,  Pork  and  Fish,  who  shall 
be  sworn  to  the  faithful  execution  of  their  trust,  by  the 
town   clerk  of  the  said  town,  and  the  said  town  clerk 
shall  record  the  same  in  the  town  books ;  whose   duty 
shall  be  to  pack  and  search  all  the  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork 
which  shall  be  packed  in  the  same,  designed  for  exporta- 
tion out  of  this  State,  and  they  shall  not  pack  any  Fish, 
Beef  or  Pork,  in  any  cask  which  shall  be  of  unseasoned 
stuff,  or  which  shall  be  under  the  assize  established  by 
law,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every  cask  so 
packed. 
JiitJher"  M*d        -^^^  ^^  *'^  further  enacted.  That  in  every  town  where 
packer*.  guch  Commodities  are  packed  up  for  sale,  the  searcher 

and  packer  of  such  town,  or  of  the  town  where  they  are 
put  to  sale  or  shipped,  shall,  previously  thereto,  see  that 
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they  be  properly  repacked,  and  that  there  be  good  salt  in 
each  cask,  sufficient  to  preserve  the  Fish,  Beef  or  Pork, 
from  damage  to  any  port  or   place   to    which   they   are 
designed  to  be  shipped ;  and  it  shall  be  his  business  to 
see  that  the  Beef  and  Pork  in  cask  is  of  the  whole,  half 
and  quarter  and  so  proportionably,  that  the  best  be  not 
left  out ;  and  that  each  barrel  of  Pork  shall  weigh  two 
hundred  pounds  weight,  and  each  barrel  of  Beef  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds  weight,  each  cask  to  be  well  sea- 
soned,  and  bound  with  not  less   than   twelve   sufficient 
hoops ;    and  that  Mackarel  and   other  barreled  Fish  be 
packed  all   of  one  kind,  and  in  cask  well  seasoned,  con- 
taining not  less  than  thirty  gallons,  and  that  all  casks  so 
packed  be  full,  and  the  fish  sound  and  well  seasoned ;  on 
all  which  casks  of  Beef,  Pork  and  Fish,  so  searched,  exam- 
ined and  approved,  the  said  packer  shall  brand  or  imprint, 
with  a  burning  iron,  the  following  brand  or  mark,  MASS. 
RPD.  with  the  initial  letters  of  his  christian  name  and  his 
sirname  at  large,  and  the  letter  P  at  the   end  thereof, 
denoting  that  the  same  is  merchantable,  and  in  good  order 
for  exportation ;    and   all   such   other   provision   as  the 
packer  shall  find  whole-^ome  and  useful,  though  for  its 
quality  it  be  not  merchantable,  he  shall  cause  to  be  well 
packed,  salted  and  filled,  and  the  s^ame  mark  with  the 
word  REFUSE;   for  which   he   shall   receive  from  the 
owner  six  pence  for  each  barrel,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
a  larger  or  smaller  cask.     And  if  any  such  provisions  be  p«naUyfor 
put  to  sale,  or  shipped  ofi*  without  having  been  approved  JrovtahfnrDot 
by  a  packer,  and  the  casks  in  which  they  are  contained  approved, 
not  have  the  said  packer's  stamp,  mark  or  brand  upon 
them,  or  if  any  master  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  officer 
or  mariner,  shall  receive  on  board  any  such,  the  oftender 
or  offenders  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for  each 
cask  so   shipped,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any 
Court  of  record  within  this  Commonwealth  proper  to  try 
the  same  ;  and  all  such  Fish,  Beef  or  Pork  (laded  or  received 
on  board  as  aforesaid)  shall  be  forfeited. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  cooper,  packer  penalty  for 
or  other  person,  shall  shift  any  fish  or  flesh,  either  on  flesMfto^betoK 
board  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  or  on  shore,   after  the  f^epSSke^'^^ 
same  hath  been  so  bninded,  stamped  or  marked  by  the 
packer,  and  ship  and  export  the  same,  and  anew  brand, 
stamp  or  mark  the  cask  whereinto  such   provisions   are 
shifted,  all  persons  acting,  ordering  or  assisting  therein. 
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and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  foifeit  and  pay  a  sum 
not  exceeding  Fifty  pounds,  nor  less  than  Ten  pounds,  and 
pay  a  fine  for  each  cask  so  shifted,  Ten  pounds.  And  if 
any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  proper  oflBcer,  shall 
presume  to  mark,  stamp,  or  brand  any  cask  of  Flax  Seed, 
Pot  Ash,  Pearl  Ash,  Jieef,  Pork  or  barreled  Fish,  with  the 
stamping  or  branding  instrument  belonging  to  such  officer, 
or  other  instrument  made  in  imitation  thereof,  such  per- 
son or  persons  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  less  than  Ten  pounds,  nor  more  than  Fifty 
pounds,  for  each  cask  so  marked,  stamped  or  branded,  to 
be  recovered  in  manner  aforementioned. 
No  vesMi  hav-  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
flS  wed  *&c.  no  vessel  on  board  of  which  any  cask  of  Flax  Seed , Tot  Ash , 
out^byth/mivai  Pearl  Ash,  barreled  Pork,  Beef,  or  Fish,  is  shipped  for 
officer,  unui.  expoitation,  shall  be  cleared  out  by  the  naval  officer  until 
the  master  or  owner  thereof  shall  have  produced  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates  from  some  person  or  persons  duly 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  surveying,  assaying,  proving 
or  packing  the  said  articles,  that  the  same  have  been  sur- 
veyed, assayed,  proved,  packed  or  repacked,  as  by  this 
act  is  required,  which  certificate  or  certificates  shall  be 
granted  free  from  any  expense. 

And  whereas  great  inconvenience  and  damage  to  mer- 
chants ^  and  much  loss  to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  y 
arise  for  tvant  of  proper  persons  being  appointed  in  the 
seaport  towns  to  cidl  dry  fish: 
^«»«"o^d>T  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
ally  choaen.  '  there  shall  be  annually  chosen  in  every  seaport  town 
within  this  Commonwealth,  where  Fish  is  made  and  cured 
or  sold,  at  the  annual  March  meeting,  a  suitable  number 
of  skilful  and  disinterested  persons,  inhabitants  of  such 
town,  to  be  cullers  of  Fish ;  and  any  person  who  shall 
cull  fish  without  being  chosen  and  sworn,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  for  every  quintal  of  Fish  by  him  culled, 
and  such  cullers  in  culling  Fish  shall  have  regard  to  the 
contract  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  with  respect  to  the 
season  of  the  year  wherein  such  Fish  is  cured. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  master  or  com- 
manding officer  of  any  ship  or  other  vessel,  who  shall 
take  on  board  any  Fish  in  order  to  ti*ansport  the  same 
beyond  sea,  without  having  the  same  first  surveyed  or 
culled  by  a  person  duly  appointed  and  under  oath,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  six  shillings  for  each  and  every 
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quintal  so  received  or  taken  on  board ;  and  every  person  cuiier  to  bo 
chosen  into  the  office  of  a  culler  of  Fish,  shall  before  he  '^^'"" 
enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  be  sworn  as  other  town 
officers  are,   to  the  faithful  discharge   of  his   trust,  and 
shall   be   allowed   and    paid   one  penny  half-penny    for 
every  quintal  of  Fish  which  he  shall  survey  or  cull,  by  the 
purchaser  thereof.     Provided  nevertheless^  When  it  shall  ^'^<»^*'*«'- 
so  happen  that  the  sworn  cullers  cannot  be  obtained,  that 
then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  buyer  and  seller  to 
agree  upon  some  meet  person  to  bo  a  culler  in  such  case, 
—  Provided^  he  be  first  sworn  faithfully  to  discharge  the 
trust. 

AtuI  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  cuiiore  nircady 
cullers  of  Fish  already  chosen  in  the  several  towns  in  this  conSed.uniii. 
Commonwealth,  be  continued  in   office  until  their  next 
March  meetings  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  so  far  as  it  regu-  Tim©  this  act 
lates  and  respects  the  expoilation  of  barrel  Pork  and  Beef,  ^^^  ^'**^*' 
shall  not  be  in  force  until  the  twentieth  day  of  December 
next;  and  so  far  as  this  act  regulates  and  respects  the 
expoilation  of  barreled  Fish,  it  shall  not  be  in  force  until 
the  fii-st  day  of  April  next. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  ^  That  penalties  and  forfeitures  PcnaitioB.how 
arising  by  force  and  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  one  half  to  ^^'p^'^p"*^  * 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  other  half  to  him 
or  them  who  shall  inform  and  sue  for  the  same. 

And  it  is  enacted^  That  all  laws  heretofore  made,  so  far  J^^^'i^^^'^^ 
as  they  respect  the  commodities  by  this  act  regulated,  be,  '®^"*'  ' 
and  they  are  hereby  repealed.  November  ,9,  1784. 

1784.  — Chapter  .31. 

[October  Session,  ch.  6.] 

AN  ACl',  IN  ADDmON  TO  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED  THE 
PRESENT  YEAR,  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  TWO 
LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE,  AND  FOR  ASSERTING  THE  RIGHT  OF 
THIS  FREE  AND  SOVEREIGN  COMMONWEALTH,  TO  EXPEL 
SUCH  ALIENS  AS  MAY  BE  DANGEROUS  TO  THE  PEACE  AND 
GOOD  ORDER   OF  GOVERNMENT." 

}VIiereas  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  act  aforesaid^  pro-  prcambi©. 
vision  is  made  as  follows:  Provided,  such  claimers  are  not 
included  in  the  act  aforesaid^  made  in  the  year  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy^ight : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  author- 
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fjp^d.         ^^y  ^f  ^^^  same^  That  the  proviso  above  recited  be,  and 
hereby  is  repealed.     And  in  lieu  thereof, 

Be  it  enacted.  That  provided  such  claimers  are  not 
included  in  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  confis- 
cate the  estates  of  certain  notorious  conspirators  against 
the  government  and  liberties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
Province,  now  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.** 

And  whereas,  by  the  act  aforesaid,  made  and  jyassed  in 
the  jyresent  year,  no  provision  is  made  respecting  the  real 
estates  of  such  Absentees  as  have  been  mortgaged  or  leased 
by  order  of  Government  : 
STsenteS^^  °'  ^^  *^  ^/f6re/bre  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
whichhavebecn  all  thosc  real  estates,  which  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  in 
SaJed*byKov-  tlic  year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
conSderod?^  wcrc  the  property  of  any  person  or  persons  who  are  men- 
tioned, intended  or  described,  in  an  act  passed  in  the  year 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  entitled, 
*'  An  act  for  confiscating  the  estates  of  certain  persons, 
commonly  called  Absentees  ; "  and  which  estates  have  been 
mortgaged  by  order  of  government,  shall  be  considered  as 
having  been  confiscated,  saving  only  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion in  the  legal  claimers,  or  in  the  Commonwealth  where 
no  legal  claimant  shall  appear,  upon  paying  and  discharg- 
ing the  mortgage,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  spirit 
of  the  same,  whi«h  such  claimants  are  authorized  to  do  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  Commonwealth  might ;  and  where 
such  estate  hath  been  leased  by  Order  of  government,  the 
income  and  profit,  use  and  improvement  thereof,  shall  be 
considered  as  confiscated  for  the  term  of  which  the  same 
is  leased  ;  and  the  tenants  shall  hold  the  same  accordingly, 
till  the  end  of  the  teim,  when  the  claimants  shall  have  the 
same ;  and  that  all  doings  and  proceedings  of  agents,  and 
committees  on  any  real  estate  of  an  Absentee,  or  a  real 
British  subject,  which  has  not  been  confiscated,  done  and 
had  according  to  the  laws  and  resolutions  of  government, 
or  which  has  been  done  by  any  other  person  under  orders 
of  any  military  commander,  shall  be  good  and  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purpovses. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

PcrRonai  oatate  That  all  the  pcrsonal  estate  of  the  persons  aforesaid,  who 

Bovtmmcnt.to   Icft  this  fetatc,  or  any  other  of  the  United  btates,  or  any 

flUcitcd.'^  *^°"'   of  the  Provinces  or  Colonies  of  America,  since  the  fifth  day 

of  October,  in  the  year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

seventy-four ;  and  before  the  making  of  the  present  con- 
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stitution  or  frame  of  government  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  went  off  to,  and  took  the  protection  of  the  government, 
fleet  or  army  of  Great  Britain^  and  which  pei'sonal  estate 
hath  been  taken,  sold,  used  or  disposed  of,  by  order  of 
government,  shall  be  held,  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been 
confiscated  ;  and  that  no  person  or  persons  of  the  descrip- 
tions aforesaid,  shall  have  or  maintain  any  action  against 
any  committee,  agent  or  any  person  whatsoever,  who  has 
disposed  of  the  same  in  consequence  of  any  law,  resolve 
or  order  of  government,  or  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
formerly  holden  in  this  then  Province,  or  of  any  order  or 
resolve  of  the  United  States,  or  taken  by  the  order  of  any 
military  commander,  to  the  use  of  this  or  the  United 
States ;  and  where  any  action  shall  be  brought  therefor, 
the  party  sued  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this 
act  in  evidence.  November  10^  1784. 
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[October  Beuion,  ch.  7.] 

AN  ACT   FOR  ESTABLISHINGJ  A  SCHOOL  IN  THE  NORTH  PARISH  (JJipi^     32 
OF  UINGHAM,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  DERBY  SCHOOL,  AND   FOR  ^  ' 

APPOINTING   AND  INCORPOHATINO  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  SAID 
SCHOOL. 

Wlieretis  the  education  of  youth  has  ever  been  considered y  !''«*"»*>*«■ 
by  the  wise  and  goody  as  an  object  of  the  highest  conse- 
quence to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  a  free  people:  And 
whereas  Sarah  Derby  o/*Hingham,  in  the  county  of  Suflblk, 
widowy  on  the  ttventy-first  day  of  October,  last  pasty  by  a 
deed  of  lease  and  release^  of  that  date,  legally  executed, 
gave,  granted  and  conveyed  to  the  Reverend  Ebenezer  Gay, 
and  others  therein  named,  and  to  their  heirs,  a  certain 
piece  of  land,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  situate  in  the. 
north  parish  of  the  said  Hingham  ;  and  in  the  said  deed 
descried  to  the  use  and  upon  the  trust,  that  the  rents  and 
profits  thereon  be  forever  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a 
school,  in  the  said  north  parish  of  Hingham,  ybr  the  instruc- 
tion of  such  youth,  in  such  arts,  languages  and  branches 
of  science  as  are  particularly  mentioned,  enumerated  and 
described  in  the  said  deed.  And  whereas  the  execution  of 
the  generous  and  important  design  of  instituting  the  said 
school  will  be  attended  with  great  embairassments,  unless 
by  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  trustees  mentioned  in  the 
said  deed  J  and  their  successors,  shall  be  authorized  to  com- 
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Derby  School 
established. 


Trustees  ap. 
pointed  and  in- 
corporated. 


Lands,  i\c.  given 
by  Harah  Derby, 
confirmed  to  the 
Trustees  for- 


mence  and  prosecute  actions  at  law^  and  tratisact  such  other 
matters  in  their  coiporate  capacity j  as  the  interest  of  the 
said  school  shall  require: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate^  and  HoiLse  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  author^ 
ity  of  the  same,  That  there  be,  and  there  hereby  is 
established,  in  the  north  parish  of  Ilingham,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  a  school,  by  the  name  of  Dei*by  School,  for  the 
promotion  of  virtue  and  instruction  of  such  youth  of  each 
sex,  in  such  arts,  languages  and  branches  of  science,  as  are 
respectively  and  severally  mentioned,  enumerated  and 
described,  by  a  deed  of  lease  and  release,  made  and 
executed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  October  last  past,  by 
and  between  Sarah  Derby,  of  Hingham,  aforesaid,  widow, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  Reverend  Ebenezer  Gay,  the 
Reverend  Daniel  Shute,  John  Thaxter,  Esq  ;  the  Honour- 
able Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq;  all  of  the  said  Hingham; 
the  Honourable  Cotton  Tufts,  of  Weymouth,  and  the  Hon- 
orable Richard  Cranch,  of  Brainfree,  both  in  the  said 
county  of  Suffolk,  p]sq'rs.  the  Honorable  William  Cush- 
ing,  and  the  Honorable  Nathan  Cushing,  both  of  Scituate, 
in  the  county  of  Plimouth,  Esq'rs.  John  2'haxter,  of 
Haverhill,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  Esq ;  and  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  of  Boston,  in  the  said  county  of  Suffolk,  gentle- 
man, on  the  other  part. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
aforementioned  Ebenezer  Gay,  Daniel  Shute,  John  Thax- 
ter, Benjamin  Lincoln,  Cotton  Tufls,  Richard  Cranch, 
William  Cushing,  Nathan  Cushing,  John  Thaxter*,  and 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  nominated 
and  appointed  Trustees  of  the  said  school ;  and  they  are 
hereby  incorporated  into  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of 
the  Trustees  of  Derby  School,  and  they  and  their  succes- 
sors shall  be  and  continue  a  body  politic  and  corporate, 
by  the  same  name  forever. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all 
the  lands  and  buildings  which  by  the  aforementioned  deed 
of  lease  and  release  were  given,  granted  and  conveyed  by 
the  aforementioned  Sarah  Derby,  unto  the  said  Ebenezer 
Gay,  Daniel  Shute,  John  Thaxter,  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
Cotton  Tufts,  Richard  Cranch,  William  Cushing,  Nathan 
Cushing,  John  Thaxter,  and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  to 
their  heirs,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  confirmed  to  the  said 
Ebenezer  Gay,  and  others  last  named,  and  to  their  succes- 
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sors,  as  Trustees  of  Derby  School^  forever,  for  the  uses, 
intents  and  purposes,  and  upon  the  trusts  which  in  the 
said  deed  of  lease  and  release  are  expressed ;  and  the 
Trustees  aforesaid,  their  successors,  and  the  officers  of 
the  said  school,  are  hereby  required  in  conducting  the 
concerns  thereof,  and  in  all  matters  relating  thereto,  to 
regulate  themselves  conformably  to  the  true  design  and 
intention  of  the  said  Sarah  Derby,  as  expressed  in  the 
deed  abovementioned. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Truitew  to  have 
the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors,  shall  have  one  aeai. 
common  seal,  which  they  may  make  use  of  in  any  cause 
or  business  that  relates  to  the  said  ofBce  of  Trustees  of  the 
said  school ;  and  they  shall  have  power  and  authority  to 
break,  change  and  renew  the  said  seal  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  shall  see  fit ;  and  they  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  all 
actions,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  prosecute  and 
defend  the  same  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  by  the 
name  of  the  Trustees  of  Derby  School. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  J,^J'f JJ  !*"'* 
the  said  Ebenezer  Gay,  and  others,  the  Tmstees  aforesaid,  "om,  to  beiho 
and  their  successors,  the  longest  livers  and  survivors  Qf  •^^*^*'®"•''*^''• 
them,  be  the  true  and  sole  visitors,  trustees  and  govern- 
ors of  the  said  Derby  School,  in  perpetual  succession  for- 
ever, to  be  continued  in  the  way  and  manner  hereafter 
specified,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  elect  a  presi-  To  elect  officer. 

make  laws  &c 

dent,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  such  officers  of  the  said 
school  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  convenient ;  and 
to  make  and  ordain  such  laws,  rules  and  orders,  for  the 
good  government  of  the  said  school,  as  to  them  the  trus- 
tees, governors  and  visitors  aforesaid,  and  their  succes- 
sors, shall  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  various 
occasions  and  circumstances,  seem  most  fit  and  requisite  ; 
all  which  shall  be  observed  by  the  officers,  scholars  and 
servants  of  the  said  school,  upon  the  penalties  therein  con- 
tained. Provided  notwithstanding.  That  the  said  rules.  Proviso. 
laws  and  orders,  be  no  ways  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Number  of 
the  number  of  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors,  shall 
not  at  any  one  time,  be  more  than  eleven  nor  less  than 
nine,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  transact- 
ing business ;  and  a  major  part  of  the  members  present 
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shall  decide  all  questions  that  shall  come  before  them  ;  that 
the  principal  preceptor  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  ever 
one  of  them,  that  a  major  part  shall  be  laymen  and  respect- 
able freeholders  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  never  more 
than  four  of  the  said  Trustees  or  their  successors,  shall 
belong  to  or  be  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hingham^  afore- 
mentioned. And  to  perpetuate  the  succession  of  the  said 
Trustees, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
as  often  as  one  or  more  of  the  Trustees  of  Derby  School 
shall  die  or  resign,  or  in  the  judgment  of  the  major  part 
of  the  said  Trustees  be  rendered  by  age  or  otherwise, 
incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  oflSce,  then  and 
so  often  the  Trustees  then  surviving  and  remaining,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  shall  elect  one  or  more  persons 
to  supply  the  vacancy  or  vacancies. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  Trustees  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  rendered  capable  in  law,  to  take  and  receive 
by  gift,  grant,  devise,  bequest  or  otherwise,  any  lands, 
tenements  or  other  estate,  real  and  personal,  provided 
that  the  annual  income  of  the  said  real  estate  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  and  the  annual 
income  of  the  said  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  seven  hundred  pounds  ;  both  sums  to  be  valued  in 
silver,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  by  the 
ounce ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  them  the  said 
Trustees,  and  their  successors,  on  such  terms  and  under 
such  provisions  and  limitations  as  may  be  expressed  in 
any  deed  or  instrument  of  conveyance  to  them  made. 
Provided  always^  That  neither  the  said  Trustees  nor  their 
successors,  shall  ever  hereafter  receive  any  grant  or  dona- 
tion, the  condition  whereof  shall  require  them  or  any 
others  concerned,  to  act  in  any  respect  counter  to  the 
design  of  the  aforementioned  Sarah  Derby ^  as  expressed 
in  the  aforementioned  deed  or  any  prior  donation ;  and 
all  deeds  and  instruments  which  the  said  Trustees  may 
lawfully  make,  shall  when  made  in  the  name  of  the  said 
Trustees,  and  signed  and  delivered  by  the  Treasurer,  and 
sealed  with  the  common  seal,  bind  the  said  Trustees  and 
their  successors,  and  be  valid  in  law. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  aforesaid  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
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to  determine  at  what  times  and  places  their  meetings  shall  "^^^iJ^jJc. 
be  holden  ;  and  upon  the  manner  of  notifying  the  Trustees 
to  convene  at  such  meetings,  and  also  upon  the  method  of 
electing  or  removing  Trustees ;  and  the  said  Trusters 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  ascertain  and  pre- 
scribe from  time  to  time,  the  powers  and  duties  of  their 
several  officers,  and  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  tenures  of 
their  respective  offices. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  B^JPti  axuIo 
Samuel  NileSj  Esq ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  j^^^j,'^''******^*' 
empowered,  to  fix  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  first  "***  °*' 
meeting  of  the  said  Trustees,  and  to  certify  them  thereof. 

November  11,1784. 
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[October  SeMioD,  ch.  8.] 

AN    ACT    EMPOWERING    THE    DELEGATES    OF    THIS    COMMON-  Ch(n)     IVo 
WEALTH,  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED.  1  '   '  ' 

TO   RELINQUISH  TO   THE   UNITED  STATES  CERTAIN   LANDS, 
THE  PROPERTY  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas  several  of  the  States  in  the  unions  have  at  Proamwo. 
present  no  interest  in  the  great  and  extensive  tract  of 
uncultivated  country,  lying  in  the  westerly  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  may  be  reasonable  that  the  States 
above  mentioned  shauld  be  interested  in  the  aforesaid 
country : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Oenei'ol  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  Deiegatoe  an- 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  three  of  certain  landi.^' *' 
the  said  delegates,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized 
and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  cede  or  relinquish,  by  authentic  conveyance  or  convey- 
ances, to  the  United  States,  to  be  disposed  of  foi'  the 
common  benefit  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, of  October  the  tenth,  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  such  part  of  that  tract  of  land  belonging  to 
this  Commonwealth,  which  lies  between  the  rivers  Hudson 
and  Mississippi,  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and  to  make 
the  said  cession  in  such  manner  and  on  such  conditions 
as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  most  suitable. 

November  13,1784. 
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[January  Seaalon,  ch.  2.] 
04  AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  GRANT  OF  LAND,  FORMERLY 
MADE  TO  MR.  CORNELIUS  JONES,  OF  TEN  THOUSAND  ACRES. 
CALLED  BY  THE  NAME  OF  M7R1FIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
HAMPSHIRE,  TOGETHER  WITH  OTHER  LANDS  ADJOINING, 
AND  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREON,  INTO  A  SEPARATE  TOWN, 
BY  THE  NAME  OF  ROWE. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation 
called  Myrifield,  in  the  county  q/*  Hampshire,  have  peti- 
tioned this  Court  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  their  petition,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court 
that  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  plantation  be  incorporated: 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembledy  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  lands  hereafter  described, 

Boiindariee.  viz. :  Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  before- 
mentioned  grant  of  land,  thence  running  south  two  hun- 
dred rods  to  a  comer ;  thence  running  east  six  degrees 
south,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  rods  to  a 
corner;  thence  north  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-three  rods,  to  the  line  of  a  territory  called  Vermont; 
including  the  abovementioned  grant,  together  with  two 
hundred  rods  in  width  from  the  town  of  Charlemont,  and 
from  Pierce's,  Dennises,  and  the  whole  of  Fidham's  grant 
of  land  west  of  Charlemont,  on  the  south  side  of  the  said 
Myrifield;  also,  together  with  two  hundred  rods  in  width 
on  the  east  end  from  the  lands  called  Oreen  and  Walker's 
lands,  together  with  the  inhabitants  thereon  ;  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  incorporated  into  a  distinct  town,  by  the  name 
of  Iio7ve,  and  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and 
.  immunities,  that  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  are  entitled 
to,  or  do  or  may  enjoy,  according  to  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Samuel  Taylor,  That  Samucl  Taylor,  of  Buckland,  Esq ;  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to 
some  principal  inhabitant  within  the  said  town  of  Howe, 
directing  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town, 
qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble  at  some  con- 
venient time  and  place  in  the  same  town,  to  choose  all 
such  town  officers  as  by  law  are  to  be  chosen  annually, 
in  the  month  of  March. 

Provided  nevertheless.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
oiRotoe,  which  were  before  the  passing  this  act  inhabitants 
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of  any  other  town  or  place,  shall  pay  their  proportionable 
part  of  all  such  town,  county  and  state  taxes,  as  are 
already  assessed  or  levied  on  them  by  the  town  or  place 
where  they  usually  were  taxed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afor^aidy  That  J?iJS,*5fJ°'**** 
the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  said  town  ofJRowe  be  here-  TOuntyof 
after  included  within  the  county  of  fla??ip«AtVc;  and  that  the    *"^* 
west  bound  thereof  shall  be  the  boundary  line,  between  the 
counties  of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire.    February  9, 1785. 

1784.  -  Chapter  36. 

[January  SeaaloD,  ch.  8.] 

AN   ACT  LIMITING  THE   TIMES    WITHIN   WHICH    ACCOUNTS    OR  Qhn^     ^K 
DEMANDS  AGAINST  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  SHALL  BE  EXHIB-  ^* 

ITED  FOR  LIQUIDATION  AND  ALLOWANCE. 

Whereas /or  the  speedy  and  uniform  settlement  of  public  Preamble. 
accounts^  and  for  the  p^'evention  of  frauds  it  is  expedient 
that  accounts  or  demands  against  the  Commonwealth  y  not 
liquidated^  settled  and  allowed  by  Government^  should  be 
seasonably  exhibited  for  liquidation  and  allotvance: 

Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same^  That  all  accounts  or  demands  against  this  Common-  Tim©  fixed  with, 
wealth,  which  accrued  to  any  individuals  or  private  cor-  coJIiti maybe 
porations  previous  to  or  during  the  late  war,  which  have  p'®~"****- 
not  been  exhibited,  liquidated  and  allowed  by  government, 
be  presented  for  liquidation  and  allowance,  on  or  before 
the  first  d(iy  of  January ,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-six ;  and  that  all  accounts  or  demands  which  have 
arisen  or  accrued  since  the  close  of  the  late  war,  or  that 
shall  hereafter  accrue  as  aforesaid,  which  have  not  or  may 
not  be  liquidated  and  allowed  by  government,  be  presented 
for  liquidation  and  allowance,  within  two  years  after  the 
time  of  passing  this  act,  or  otherwise  within  two  years 
after  the  same  shall  accrue,  become  due  and  payable,  and 
not  afterwards.  February  9,  1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  36. 

[January  SeMlon,  ch.  4.] 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  SAUUEL  LUCE,  JONATHAN  SNOIV,  EDWARD  nj.^^     QA 
WING,  ADMIRAL  POTTER  AND    REUBEN   HOUS,    FROM    THE  ^'^^P*    *^^ 
TOWN   OF  CON  WAT,  IN  THE    COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  AND 
ANNEX  THEM  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  GOSHEN,  IN  THE  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  by  Samuel  Luce,  Jonathan  preamble. 
Snow,  Edward  Wing,  Admiral  Potter  and  Reuben  IIous, 
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ProviBO. 


that  they  labor  under  great  inconvenieivcies  by  reason  of 
their  situation ;  and  it  appears  to  this  Court  to  be  expedient 
that  they^  with  their  polls  and  estates^  should  he  set  off  from 
the  toivn  of  Conway,  and  annexed  to  the  toion  of  Goshen, 
the  said  town  having  signified  their  consent: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  Genei'al  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  Samuel  Luce,  Jonathan  Snow,  Edward  Wing, 
Admiral  Potter,  and  Reuben  Hous,  with  their  polls  and 
estates,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  set  ott'  from  the  town  of 
Conway  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Goshen,  and  shall 
forever  hereafter  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  said 
town  of  Goshen,  there  to  do  duty  and  enjoy  privileges. 
Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  several  persons  above- 
named  shall  pay  their  proportional  part  ofall  taxes  which 
are  already  assessed  on  the  said  town  of  Comoay,  in  like 
manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

February  9, 1785. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  5.] 

37  AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  ONE  ACT  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 
MADE  AND  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD,  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  A^B  EIGHTY-FOUR,  ENTITLED, 
"AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  MARKET  IN   BOSTON," 

Wliereas  the  said  act  hath  not  answered  in  all  respects 
the  purposes  intended  by  the  same,  and  the  keeping  the  said 
act  any  longer  in  force  will  not  be  useful  and  beneficial: 

Therefore,  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  aforesaid  act  and  every 
part  and  clause  of  the  same,  be,  and  hereby  is,  repealed  and 
made  null  and  void.  February  11,  1785. 


1784.  —  Chapter  38. 

[January  Session,  ch.  6.] 

Hhnm     ^ft  ^^  ^^^  MAKING  AN  ADDITIONAL  ALLOWANCE  TO  THE  JUSTICES 
i^nap.  DO       Qp  ^jjg  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  FOR  THEIR  SUPPORT. 

Preamble.  Whercas  by  the  laws  of  this  State  lately  passed^  the 

business  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  i/? 
much  increased,  and  they  by  their  consequent  absence  from 
their  families,  exposed  to  great  additional  expence: 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives   in    General    Court  assembled^   and    by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  Bam  allowed. 
of  the  public  treasury,  to  each   of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the   sum  of  Fifty  pounds  p^r 
annum,  in  addition  to  the  salary  now  by  law  allowed  them, 
to  commence  the  first  day  of  January^  One  thousand  seven  when  to  com- 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  to  continue  until  the  first  "®"**'  **' 
day  of  January^  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  .  February  11,1 785. 

1784.— Chapter  39. 

[January  SesBion,  ch.  7.] 

AN    ACT    FOR    INCORPORAXING    A    CERTAIN    TRACT    OF    LAND,   nhnn    S9 
LYING  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  TOWN,  BY  ^  '  * 

THE    NAME   OF   HEATH. 

Whereas  it  appears  on  representation  to  this  Court,  that  Proambie. 
it  would  be  of  public  utility,  and  for  the  particular  advan- 
tage of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  northeasterly 
part  of  the  town  q/*Charlemont,  together  with  apart  of  the 
lands  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Green  and  Walk- 
er's land,  adjoining  to  the  said  lands  northerly,  shoidd  be 
incorporated  into  a  distinct  town;  and  the  said  inhabitants 
have  signified  their  desire  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town, 
by  an  act  of  this  Court: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  all  the  lands  included  within 
the  following  boundaries  be,  and  hereby  are  incorporated 
^into  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Heath,  viz, :  Beginning  at  the  Boandaries. 
northeast  corner  of  the  lot  number  twelve,  about  two 
hundred  rods  distant  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Green 
and  Walker's  land,  and  running  south  three  miles  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  rods  to  the  north  line  of  Charlemont; 
then  west  six  degrees  north  eighty  rods  to  the  north-west 
corner  of  WildePs  lot  number  one  ;  then  south  on  the  west 
end  of  the  said  WUder^s  range  of  lots  through  Cunning- 
ham's and  Baldwin's  farms,  about  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
rods  to  the  south  line  of  the  same  ;  then  turning  east  twelve 
degrees  thirty  minutes  south  to  the  northwest  corner  of 
Asahel  Thayer's  lot ;  then  south  nine  degrees  west  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  rods  to  the  south  west  corner 
of  the  said  Asahel  TJtayer's  lot;  then  east  twelve  degrees 


116 


1784.  — Chaptbr  39. 


Inyeated  with 
privilcgei»  &o. 


Proviso. 


OerUlD  iDhabl- 
Unts  bolden  to 
pay  tazM  to 
Cnarlemoot. 


What  part  coo- 
sidered  aa  be- 
longing to 
Charlemont. 


thirty  minutes  south  one  hundred  and  five  rods  ;  then  south 
about  thirty  rods  to  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Reverend 
Jonathan  Leavitfs  lot ;  then  east  six  degrees  south  about 
two  hundred  and  forty  rods  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
fame  ;  then  east  twenty-five  degrees  north,  running  across 
Walnut  Hilly  to  the  west  line  of  Colerainy  about  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  rods ;  then  north  on  the  west  line  of 
Oolerain  about  eighteen  hundred  rods  to  the  northeast 
corner  of  Green  and  Wdlker^s  grant ;  then  west  ten  degrees 
north,  about  eleven  hundred  and  twenty  rods  on  the  south 
line  of  Halifax  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds  ;  and  the  said 
town  is  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and 
immunities  that  any  town  within  this  Commonwealth  is 
entitled  unto,  agreeable  to  the  constitution  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Commonwealth. 

Provided  always^  That  so  much  of  the  said  town  of 
Heathy  as  before  the  passing  this  act  belonged  unto  the 
town  of  Charlemont,  shaU  be  holden  to  pay  all  such  con- 
tinental, state,  county  and  town  taxes,  already  assessed 
on  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  said  town  of 
Heath  unto  the  town  of  Charlernoni;  any  thing  in  this  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  furthermore  provided.  That  the  inhabitants 
and  proprietors  of  the  said  town  of  Heath  shall  have  one 
half  the  meeting  house  now  standing  in  the  town  of 
Charlemont,  and  shall  relinquish  their  right  to  all  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  said  town  of  Charlemont;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants and  proprietors  of  the  said  town  of  Heath,  excepting 
the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  Green  and  Walker^s 
lands,  shall  also  be  holden  to  pay  their  proportionable 
part  of  all  continental,  state,  county  and  town  taxes, 
required  of  the  town  of  Charlemont,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion at  which  they  now  stand  on  the  valuation  of  the  town 
of  Charlemont,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General 
Court,  or  until  a  new  valuation  shall  take  place. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  that  part  of  the  said  town  of  Heath  which  before  the 
enacting  hereof  belonged  to  Charlemont,  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  proper  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Charlemont,  in 
the  same  manner  as  before  their  incorporation,  respecting 
any  incumbrances  the  town  of  Charlemont  labours  under, 
and  in  an  especial  manner,  respecting  any  cost  the  Rev. 
Jonathan  Leaviit  may  bring  upon  the  town,  in  consequence 
of  his  once  being  minister  of  Charlernoni. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  Samuel  Taylor,  Esq  ;  bo,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  I^^JiSflT'' 
to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  some  one  principal  inhab-  m«««n«- 
itant  of  the  said  town  of  Heath ,  directing  him  to  notify 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as 
other  towns  are  empowered  to  choose,  at  their  annual 
meetings  in  the  month  o(  March.         February  14,  1785. 
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[Jftnnary  Session,  ch.  8.] 
AN  ACT  AGAINST   ADULTERY,  POLYGAMY  AND    LEWDNESS.      ChuV.  40 

Whereas  chastity  of  behaviour,  and  the  due  observance  Preamble. 
of  the  marriage  covenant,  are  highly  conducive  to  the  peace, 
good  order  and  welfare  of  the  community,  and  the  violation 
of  them  productive  of  great  evils  to  individuals  and  the 
public- 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tJie  author- 
iiy  of  the  same.  That  if  any  man  jor  woman  shall  commit  Punishment  for 
adultery,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  every  person  so  con-  *  "  *'^' 
victed  shall  be  set  upon  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  his 
or  her  neck,  and  the  other  end  of  it  cast  over  the  gallows, 
for  the  space  of  one  hour,  be  publickly  whipped,  not 
exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  be  imprisoned  or  fined,  and 
bound  to  the  good  behaviour ;  all  or  any  of  these  punish- 
ments, according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  oflFence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person  within  this  Commonwealth  being  mar-  Panishmentfor 
ried,  or  who  hereafter  shall  marry,  shall  marry  any  per-  P^^y*^^- 
son,  the  former  husband  or  wife  being  alive,  or  who  shall 
continue  to  live  so  married,  and  being  thereof  convicted, 
shall  be  sentenced  to  be  set  on  the  gallows  for  the  space 
of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  about  his  or  her  neck,  and  the 
other  end  thereof  cast  over  the  gallows,  be  publickly 
whipped  not  exceeding  thirty  stripes,  be  imprisoned,  fined 
and  bound  to  the  good  behaviour ;  all  or  any  of  these 
punishments,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  ofience  ; 
and  the  party  or  parties  so  offending,  may  receive  such 
and  the  like  proceeding,  trial  and  execution  in  such  county 
where  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  apprehended,  as  if 
the  offence  bad  been  committed  in  the  same  county. 
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whore  huXlid       Provided  always^  That  this  act  or  any  thing  therein 
Vhmii^^^  contained,  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  whose  husband 
or  wife  shall  be  continually  remaining  beyond  sea  by  the 
space  of  seven  years  together,  or  whose  husband  or  wife 
shall  absent  him  or  herself  the  one  from  the  other,  by  the 
space  of  seven  years  together;  the  one  of  them,  in  either 
case,  not  knowing  the  other  to  be  living  within  that  time. 
Provided  also.  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein  con- 
tained, shall  not  extend  to  the  wife  of  any  married  man 
who  shall  willingly  absent  himself  from  his  said  wife,  by 
the  space  of  seven  years  together,  without  making  suita- 
ble  provision  for  her   support   and  maintenance  in  the 
mean  time,  if  it  shall  be  in  his  power  so  to  do. 
vowoS^'l^mai:      Provided  also,  That  this  act,  or  anything  therein  con- 
ried  within  the  taiucd,  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  that  is  or  shall  be 

ago  of  coDseot.  ',  n  t  --i*  ii  /» 

at  the  time  of  such  marriage  divorced,  by  sentence  or  any 
Court  whatsoever,  which  has  or  may  have  legal  jurisdic- 
tion for  that  purpose,  unless  such  person  is  the  guilty 
cause  of  such  divorce ;  nor  to  any  person  for  or  by  rea- 
son of  any  former  marriage  had  or  made,  or  hereafter  to 
be  had  or  made  within  the  age  of  consent. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
i^wdl'lSlwrf?!-  That  if  any  man  or  woman,  either  or  both  of  whom  being 
ouB  behaviour,  then  married,  shall  lewdly  and  lasciviously  associate  and 
cohabit  together,  or  if  any  man  or  woman,  married  or 
unmarried,  shall  be  guilty  of  open  gross  lewdness  and 
lascivious  behaviour,  and  being  thereof  convicted  before 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  setting  in  the  pillory,  whipping,  fining,  impris- 
onment and  binding  to  the  good  behaviour  i  all  or  any  of 
these  punishments  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offence.  February  17, 1785. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  9.] 
Ckaj).   41  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^  PROVIDING  AND  REGULATING  OF  PRISONS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
Goals  to  be       of  the  samc.  That  the  Justices  of  the   Court  of  General 
where^cSJrtT"'  Sessious  of  the  Peace  shall  from  time  to  time  assess  the 
arehoidcn.        polls  and  cstatcs  Within  their  several  counties,  in  such 
sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  a 
good  and  sufficient  goal  in  each  town  where  a  Court  by 
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law  is  to  be  holden  ;  and  to  direct  and  order  the  building 
and  repairing  such  goals,  according  to  their  discretion. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  Courts  of  Sessions  shall 
not  assess  any  greater  sum  of  money  to  defray  county 
charges   than   they  shall   be  authorized  by  the  General 
Court  to  assess ;  and  where  the  escape  of  any  prisoner  Bte«pe  of  pri«. 
shall  happen  through  the  insufficiency  of  the  goal,  or  the  rbe[Mufl!deDoy 
negligence  of  the  sheriff  or  goaler,   the   sherift'  of  the  f^J^'i^ihS?" 
county  in  which  the  escape  happens  shall  stand  chargeable  !.^v|2ibiJ^^°°* 
to  the  plaintiff,  creditor  or  other  person,  at  whose  suit  or 
for  whose  debt  he  was  committed,  or  to  whose   use  any 
forfeiture  was  adjudged  against  such  prisoner ;  and  in  case  iDc«Mthee«. 
the  escape  shall  happen  through  the  insufficiency  of  the  Srough^^' 
goal,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  aoa^^CourtSf 
county,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  assess  the  sum  powi?Sd/£i. 
or  sums  upon  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  county,  and  to 
order  the  county  Treasurer  to  pay  the  same  over  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county ;  and  if  the  Couit  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  shall  not  make  such  assessments,  and 
if  the  Treasurer  shall  not  pay  such  sum  or  sums  within 
six  months  next  after  the  demand  shall  be  laid  before  the 
Court  of  Sessions,   then  the  sheriff  of  the  county  may 
bring  his  action  against  the  inhabitants  of  such  county,  to 
l>e    heard  and  tried,  either  in  that   or  one   of  the   next 
adjoining  counties,  at  his  election ;  and  an  attested  copy 
of  the  writ  being  left  thirty  days  before  the  sitting  of  the 
Court,  with  the  county  Treasurer,  by  the  coroner  of  the 
same  county,  shall  be  held  and  adjudged  to  be  sufficient 
notice  of  the  suit ;  and  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace  shall  have  full  power  to  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  appear  and  defend  against  such 
action  ;  and  when  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  suit  shall  be 
commenced  in  another  county,  and  no  Court  of  Sessions 
shall  be  holden  within  the  county  sued,  between  the  time 
of  the  service  of  the  writ,  and  the  sitting  of  the  Court 
before  which  the  action  is  brought,  the  cause  shall  be  con- 
tinued one  term  ;  and  all  advantages  shall  be  saved  to  the 
defendants  as  though  they  had  appeared  at  the  first  term ; 
and  if  judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  county,  the 
debt  may  \ye  levied  by  execution  upon  the  goods,  chattels 
or  lands  of  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  the   county 
who  shall  thereupon  have   his  or  their  action  jointly  or 
severally  in  like  manner  against  the  county,  to  recover 
the  monies  so  levied  of  him  or  them. 


120  1784.  — Chapter  41. 

vi??jng^t?;fn-°'      ^^d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any   person   shall 
'nSprSon'***^^  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  ways  or  means  howsoever, 
without  the  knowledge  or  privity  of  the  keeper,  convey 
any  instrument,  tool,  or  other  thing  whatsoever,  to  any 
prisoner,  or  into  any  prison,  whereby  any  prisoner  might 
break  the  prison,  or  work  himself  unlawfully  out  of  the 
same;  every  pei*son  so  oflFending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
such   fine   as    by   the   discretion  of  the   Court  shall  be 
imposed,  not  exceeding  One  hundred  pounds,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  the  prisoner's  commitment, 
or  suffer  such  corporal  punishment,  not  exceeding  forty 
^"^•^"ri?  s^"P®s>  ^^  ^^^  Court  shall  inflict ;  and  if  it  shall  so  happen 
onw^y^meaM*"  that  any  prisoner  shall  make  his  escape  by  means  of  any 
mVnt?&!!lVuu   instrument,  tool  or  other  thing  so  conveyed,  without  the 
escape.  kuowlcdgc  and  privity  of  the  keeper,  the  person  so  convey- 

ing the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  such  sums  of  money 
as  the  prisoner  stood  committed  for,  and  shall  have  inflicted 
upon  him  all  such  punishment  as  the  escaped  prisoner 
would  be  liable  unto,  if  he  had   been   convicted  of  the 
charge  for  which  he  stood  committed,  unless  such  pris- 
oner would  have  been  liable  to  capital  punishment,  in 
which  case,  the  person  assisting  in  such  escape,  shall  be 
punished  by  fine,   imprisonment,    whipping,  pillory,  or 
sitting  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  or  any 
one  or  more  of  the  said  punishments,  as  the  Court  shall 
think  proper  to  inflict. 
^aior^o°r°a  vol-      ^^^  ^^  ^^  further  euacted.  That  every  goaler  or  prison 
unuryeacape.    kccpcr  that  shall    voluutarfly  suffer  any  prisoner  com- 
mitted unto  him  to  escape,  shall  suffer  and  undergo  the 
like  pains,  punishment  and  penalties,  as  the  prisoner  so 
escaping  should   by  law,  for  the  crime  or  crimes  where- 
with he  stood  charged,  if  he  had  been  convicted  thereof; 
Foranegugcnt  and  if  any  goalcr  or  prison  keeper  shall,  through  negli- 
eacape.  geucc,  suffcr  any  prisoner  accused  of  any  crime  to  escape, 

he  shall  pay  such  fine  as  the  Justices  of  the  Court  before 
whom  he   is   convicted  shall   in   their  discretion   inflict, 
according  to  the  nature    of   the    offence  for  which  the 
escaped  prisoner  stood  committed. 
Proviao.  Provided  nevei^theless,  That  if  any  person  who  stands 

committed  for  debt  shall  escape  from  prison,  and  the 
sheriff,  the  goaler  or  prison  keeper,  shall  within  three 
months  next  after  such  escape  recover  the  prisoner  so 
escaped,  and  return  him  back  to  prison  again,  then  the 
sheriff  shall  be  liable  to  nothing  further  than  the  cost  of 
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any  action  that  may  have  been  commenced  against  him 
for  such  escape ;  and  all  fines  arising  upon  the  breach  of  JJpi'ifj**^ 
this  act,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  building  and  repair- 
ing the  goal  or  goals  in  the  county  where  the  ottence  is 
committed,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
county  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties,  from  and  auue'JeSBte*?^ 
after  the  passing  this  act,  shall  keep  a  true  and  exact  cal-  <>'»"  pri.oner«. 
endar  or  register  of  all  prisoners  committed  to  any  prison 
under  his  care,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  kept  in  a  large 
bound  book  provided  and  kept  for  that  only  purpose ; 
and  in  the  same  book  shall  l)e  distinctly  and  fairly  regis- 
tered, the  names  of  all  prisoners  who  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  committed  to  prison  (beginning  with  the  names 
of  those  who  may  be  prisoners  when  this  law  shall  take 
place)  with  their  names,  places  of  abode,  additions,  the 
time  of  their  commitment,  for  what  cause,  and  by  what 
authority  committed ;  and  of  such  as  are  committed  for 
criminal  offences,  a  description  of  their  persons ;  and  also 
from  time  to  time,  as  any  prisoner  shall  be  liberated,  the 
sheriff  shall  also  register  in  the  same  book,  the  name  and 
description  of  the  person  as  aforesaid,  the  time  when,  and 
the  authority  by  which  such  liberation  tocik  place,  and  if 
any  prisoner  escapes,  the  time  and  manner  of  the  escape 
shall  be  noted  in  the  said  book. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  every  goaler  or  prison  ooaiera  lo  re- 
keeper,  at  the  opening  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  the?r*prionir«. 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  the 
county  where  he  keeps  the  goal,  shall  return  a  list  of  pris- 
oners in  his  custody  therein  certifying  the  cause  for 
which,  and  the^^>ersons  by  whom  they  were  committed, 
and  the  names  of  all  persons  who  shall  be  committed  dur- 
ing the  sitting  of  either  of  the  said*Courts,  with  the  cause 
of  their  commitment,  that  the  Justices  of  the  same  Courts 
respectively  may  take  cognizance  thereof,  and  as  well  for 
the  Commonwealth  as  the  parties,  may  proceed  to  make 
deliverance  of  such  prisoners  according  to  law,  for  the 
crimes  proper  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  Courts 
respectively ;  and  also  shall  have  the  said  calendar  or  reg- 
ister of  prisoners  ready  to  be  inspected  by  the  said 
Courts;  and  if  any  goaler  shall  make  default  herein,  he 
shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  Couit. 
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um"™°'&c™to       ^^'^  ^^  ^^  enacted  by  the  authority  afoi^esaidj  That  all 
orde'/**  *"  *^^''"  warrants,  mittimuses,  writs  and  instruments  of  any  kind, 
or  the  attested  copies  of  them,   by  which  any  prisoner 
shall  he  committed,  enlarged  or  liberated,  shall  be  safely 
kept  regularly  filed  in  their  order  of  time,  and  together 
with  the  said  calendar  or  register,  shall  be  safely  kept  in 
Upon  removal    a  Suitable  box  for  that  purpose,  and  upon  the  death  or 
shinff.iSbo"^  removal  of  any  sheriff,  shall  be  delivered  to  his  successor 
•icccMor!**  ****  5n  the  ofiice,  on  the  penalty  of  Fifty  pounds,  to  l)e  paid  by 
the  sheriff  removed,  or  his  executors  or  administrators,  in 
case  of  the  death  of  the  sherilBr,  to  be  recovered  by  any 
person  who  shall  prosecute  therefor,  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  the  same, 
ii/ prodded  for       And  it  is  further  enacted^  That  in  the  prisons   within 
*ai^'f™m*'^*"    the  several  counties  of  this  State,  there  shall  be  provided 
criminals.         by  the  Justiccs  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  and  at  the  expence  of  each  county   respectively, 
sufficient  and  convenient   apartments   for  receiving  and 
lodging  prisoners  for  debt,  separate    and  distinct  from 
qi7re*^iuto*tho"    fd^ns  aud  othcr  criminals  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
aitttc  of  prisona.  g^id  Justiccs  at  the  beginning  of  every  quarter  sessions, 
to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  prisons  in  their  respective 
counties,  with  respect  to   the   security    of  such    prisons 
from  escape,  the   condition   and   accommodation   of  the 
prisoners,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  take  such  measures 
as  ma}'  best  tend  to  secure  them  from  escape,  sickness 
and  infection, 
m^rt^of^thlf^*'      ^^^  ^^  t//wr///er  enacted ,  That  any  person  imprisoned 
goal  yard,  &c.    for  debt,  either  upon  mean  process  or  execution,  shall  be 
permitted  and  allowed  to  have  a  chamber  and  lodging  in 
any  of  the  houses  or  apartments  belonging  to  such  prisons, 
and  liberty  of  the  yard  within  the  same^n  the  day  time, 
but  not  to  pass  without  the  limits  of  the  prison,  upon 
reasonable  payment  t(T  be  made  for  chamber  room,  to  l)e 
set  and  established  once  in  every  year  by  the  Court  of 
Proviao.  Scssious,  and  not  to  exceed  tico  shillings  a  w^eek.     Pro- 

vided, That  such  prisoner  shall  give  bond  with  sufficient 
surety  or  sureties,  within  the  county,  to  the  creditor  or 
creditors,  in  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is  imprisoned, 
conditioned  that  from  the  time  of  executing  such  bond, 
he  will  continue  a  true  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the 
goaler,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  said  prison,  until  he 
shall   be  lawfully  discharged,    without    committing  any 
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manner  of  escape ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  oppres- 
sion under  pretence  of  the  surety  or  sureties  being  insuffi- 
cient, two  disinterested  Justices  of  the  Peace,  quorum 
nnus,  shall  be  called  to  approve  of  the  surety  or  sureties, 
and  the  same  beinj?  approved  by  them,  shall  be  deemed 
sufficient ;  and  if  the  creditor  or  creditors  shall  refuse  to 
take  the  liond,  the  same  shall  be  left^vith  the  sheriff*  until 
the  creditor  or  creditors  shall  demand  the  same  ;  and  upon 
putting  such  bond  in  suit  when  the  condition  shall  bo 
broken,  judgment  shall  be  entered  up  for  the  whole  of 
the  penalty,  and  no  chancery  shall  be  allowed  therein  ; 
and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  shall  fix 
and  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  goal  yards  to  the 
severnl  goals  appertaining  in  their  respective  counties,  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  the  publication  of  this  act. 

Whereas  it  may  at  some  times  happen^  that  the  goaler 
or  prison  keeper  may  demand  an  unreasonable  compensa- 
(ion  f<jT  articles  provided  for  a  prisoner ^  while  in  prison^ 
under  his  custody: 

Therefore  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said^ That  whenever  any  dispute  about  the  price  of  such  SKC.vunr*ii>D. 
articles  shall  arise,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  J^l^jji^^^^^de! 
Peace  for  the  county  in  which  such  goal  stands,  shall  be,  urmined. 
and  hereby  are,  fully  authorized  to  hear  and  finally  to 
determine  all  such  disputes.  February  21  y  1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  42. 

[Janaary  SeasloD,  ch.  10.] 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  DESTROYING   AND  MURDERING  OF  Chat)     42 
BASTARD  CHILDREN.  v^  t    y  . 

Whereas  many  lewd  and  dissolute  women ,  being  preg-  rrcambie. 
7iant  with  bastard  children  ^  who  regardless  of  natural 
affection^  and  to  avoid  shame  and  escape  punishinent^  do 
conceal  their  pregnancy  y  and  the  birth  and  death  of  such 
children^  by  means  whereof  many  of  them  perish  for  want 
of  necessary  and  usual  assistance^  and  it  cannot  be  known 
that  they  were  not  murdered : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresenia- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  if  any  woman  shall  conceal  her  pregnancy,  Penalty  for  con. 
and  shall  willingly  be  delivered  in  secret  by  herself  of  nancyf itc!"*' 
any  issue  of  her  body,  male  or  female,  which  shall  by  law 
he  a  bastard,  every  such  woman  so  offending,  shall  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  the  sum  oi  fifty  pounds ^  to  the  use  of 
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this  Commonwealth,  to  be  recovered  by  information  or 
indictment  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  said  offence, 
or  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  three  months,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court. 

And  be  it  furthn^  enacted  by  the  authority  afore^aidj 
conciiiiig'the  That  if  any  woman  shall  endeavour  privately,  either  by 
bSu?rd!*  herself  or  the  procurement  of  others,  to  conceal  the  death 
of  any  such  issue  of  her  body,  which  if  it  were  born  alive 
would  by  law  be  a  bastard,  so  that  it  may  not  come  to 
light  whether  it  were  born  alive  or  not,  or  whether  it  was 
murdered  or  not ;  in  every  such  case,  the  mother  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  set  upon  the  gallows,  with  a  rope  about  her 
neck,  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  and  be  further  punished 
by  being  bound  to  the  good  behaviour,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
iJItrmurd"f^  That  if  the  Grand  Jury  shall  in  the  same  indictment 
thUcaM.'*"  charge  any  woman  with  the  wilful  murder  of  her  infant 
bastard  child,  as  well  as  with  either  or  both  the  offences 
aforesaid,  and  it  appear  to  the  jury  of  trials  that  she  is 
guilty  of  the  murder  charged,  she  shall  be  thereupon  con- 
victed of  murder,  and  suffer  the  pains  of  death  as  in  case 
of  murder ;  but  if  it  doth  not  appear  to  the  same  jury  that 
she  is  guilty  of  the  murder  charged  in  the  indictment,  but 
only  of  either  or  both  the  offences  first  herein  mentioned, 
then  the  same  jury  may  acquit  her  of  the  charge  of  mur- 
der, and  find  her  guilty  of  the  said  first  mentioned  offences, 
or  either  of  them,  as  the  case  may  be. 

February  26,  1785. 

17S4.  — Chapter  43. 

[January  SessloD,  eb.  11.] 

Char)   43  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^   naturalizing   Nicholas   roosselet  and 

^  '  GEORGE  SMITH. 

Preamble.  Whe7*ea8  Nichohis  Rousselet,  resident  in  Boston,  auc- 

tioiieer,  and  George  Smith,  resident  in  Andover,  labourer , 
have  deceit  within  this  Commonwealth  several  years,*  and 
demeaned  themselves  well,  and  have  applied  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  naturalized: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
tokTthl^oath     ''*^  ^d'nie,  That  the  said  Nicholas  Rousselet,  and  the  said 
ofaiicgUnce.&c.  Georgc   Smith,  be  permitted  to  take  and  subscribe  the 
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oath  of  allegiance  to  thia  Commonwealth,  before  two  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  quorum  unus^  of  the  county  where 
they  dwell ;  and  thereupon,  and  thereafter,  shall  be 
deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  entitled  to  all  the  liberties,  rights  and 
privileges  of  natural  born  citizens. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Justices  before  whom  the  said  Nicholas  Rous--  Juiticentonmke 
8ei^  and  Oeorge  Smith  niay  take  and  subscribe  the  oaths  the"s^cretary/^ 
aforesaid,  shall  make  return  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of 
the   Commonwealth,  who   shall  record   the  same  in  the 
book  ordered  to  be  kept  for  such  purpose. 

February  28,  1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  44. 

[Janoary  SeMlon,  eh.  12.] 
AN  ACT  AGAINST  MURDER  AND   MANSLAUGHTER.  Chap.  44 

Be  it  dedared  and  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepreseniatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  whosoever  shall  commit  wilful  ^^^^^^ 
murder,  of  malice  aforethought,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
shall  suffer  the  pains  of  death. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  whosoever  shall  commit  manslaughter,  and  being  Punishment  for 
thereof  convicted  before  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  "*°»*»"k*»^*''^- 
Judicial  Ck)urt,  shall  be  liable  to  be  set  on  the  gallows  for 
the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  halter  about  his  neck,  and 
one  end  thereof  cast  over  the  gallows ;  to  be  branded  in 
the  forehead  with  the  letter  M ;  to  be  imprisoned,  not 
more  than  twelve  months ;  and  to  be  bound  to  the  good 
behaviour :  And  the  same  Justices  shall  sentence  the  said 
convict  to  suffer  all  or  part  of  these  punishments,  accord- 
ing to  the  aggravation  of  the  offence. 

February  28, 1785. 

1784. -Chapter  45. 

[Janaary  Besaion,  ch.  13.] 

AN  ACT   ALTERING 'the  NAME  OF  THE  TOWN  OP  RICUMONT,  nj^f^n    4^ 
IN   THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE.  K^fcujf. 

W/iereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Richmont,  in  preamwe. 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  have  petitioned  this  Court,  setting 
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forth  y  thai  in  the  year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-five^  the  said  inhabitants  petitioned  the  General  Court 
to  be  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Richmond ; 
and  that  through  mistake^  (as  they  suppose)  the  said  town 
was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Richmont,  and  praying 
that  this  Court  would  alter  the  name  of  the  said  town  from 
Richmont  to  Richmond. 

lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresenta- 
tiveSy  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
fSivHi?'  <Ae  same,  That  the  name  of  the  s  tid  town  shall  be  no  more 

Richmont,  but  that  it  shall  be  called  by  the  name  of  Rich- 
mond: Any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 

MardiS,  1785. 


1784.  — Chapter  46. 

[January  SessioD,  ch.  14.] 
Chap.   46  A.N   ACT  AGAINST  SODOMY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  nf 
Persons  con-      the  samc,  That  if  any  man  shall  lay  with  mankind  as  he 

vlcted,  to  suffer  ,  . ,         ' , ,  *^  '^  i     ii    i 

death.  luyeth  With  a  woman ;  or  any  man  or  woman  shall  have 

carnal  copulation  with  any  beast  or  brute  creature,  and 
be  thereof  duly  convicted,  the  offender,  in  either  of  those 
cases,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  sufler  the  pains  of  death,  and  the  beast  shall  l>e 
slain,  and  every  part  thereof  burned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

Ic^usSSTs^fi    "^^^^  such   order  and  form  of  process  shall  be  had  and 

cases  of  raur.     uscd,  in  trial  of  such  offenders,  and  such  judgment  given, 

and   execution   done,  upon  the  offender,  as  in    cases  of 

murder.  March  3,  1785, 

1784.  — Chapter  47. 

[January  Session,  cb.  15.] 

Chnn     4-7  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  OF  S/f.4PZ.B/Gir. 
K^aap.   ^i  jjj  ^jjg  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  INTO  A  TOWN   BY  THE  NAME  OF 

S  HAP  LEIGH;     AND     FOR    ANNEXING    CERTAIN     LANDS     TO 

LEBASOy. 

Preamble.  Whcrcas  it  wHl  promotc  the  growth  of  the  said  planta- 

tion, {which,  by  the  return  of  their  rateable  polls,  already 
exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty)  and  remedy  m.any  incon- 
veniences  they  must  necessarily,  in  an  unincoiporated 
state,  labour  under: 
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Be  it  therefore  Aiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
reserUatives  in  General  Court  a^sembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  the  tract  of  land  in  the  county 
of  York^  lying  below  Little  Ossapee  River ^  granted  and 
confirmed  to  the  proprietors  claiming  the  same  under 
J/icholas  Shapleigh^  by  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the 
year  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  two,  together  with  a 
gore  of  land  on  the  northeasterly  side  thereof,  adjoining 
the  same,  which  the  proprietors  of  lands,  under  the  will 
of  Bridget  Phillips^  for  a  valuable  consideration,  have 
released  to  the  said  Shapleigh  proprietors ;  which  tracts 
contain  about  sixt}*^  square  miles,  and  are  bounded,  west-  Boundaries. 
erly,  by  Salmon  Fall  river,  and  by  a  line  run  by  order 
of  Governor  Belcher^  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
forty-one,  between  New  Hampshire  and  the  late  Province 
of  Maine^  northerly  by  Little  Ossapee  pond  and  river ; 
easterly,  by  lands  of  the  said  Phillips's  proprietors  in 
part,  and  partly  by  a  gore  of  land  belonging  to  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  southerly,  by  lands  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
part,  and  partly  by  lands  lying  in  no  place  incorporated, 
but  laid  out  and  held  by  virtue  of  province  grants ;  with 
the  inhabitants  thereon,  be,  and  hereby  are  incorporated 
into  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Shapleigh ^  with  all  the  invested  wuh 
powers,  privileges  and  immunities  that  towns  in  this  p®''®"'  *^- 
Commonwealth  have  or  do  enjoy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Benjamin  chnd. 
Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  issue  his  war-  can  «"mecUni° 
rant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  town,  requir- 
ing him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  inhabitants,  in  order 
to  choose  such  officers  as  towns  by  law  are  empowered  to 
choose  in  the  month  o(  March,  annually. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  tracts  of  f*f^t*""*^^^*^ 

1         1   1    •  1  A  rwr       1  y-v       7  -I      ^-»       7  I  •  ^°  Lebanon. 

land  laid  out  to  fVoodmajt,  Uook  and  Bagley,  by  virtue 
of  grants  made  from  the  late  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay^  lying  westerly  of  the  town  of  Lebanon,  and  between 
that  town,  and  Salmon  Fall  River,  be  and  hereby  are, 
annexed  to  the  town  of  Lebanon. 

Provided^  That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  act  shall  be  so  Proviso. 
constmed  as  to  exempt  any  person  from  paying  taxes 
already  assessed  upon  him,  but  all  persons  shall  be  sever- 
ally held  and  obliged  to  pay  such  taxes  assessed  upon 
them  respectively,  and  the  payment  thereof  may  and  shall 
be  enforced  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  never  been 
passed. 
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^^ilTw  p'l^rt"  ^«  *^  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
of  sandfora.  all  gores  and  tracts  of  land  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Sand-- 
ford,  not  helonging  to  any  other  incorporated  town, 
except  such  as  belong  to  the  plantation  of  Masmbesec, 
shall  be  annexed  to,  and  considered  as  part  of  the  said 
town  of  Sandford,  Mardi  5, 1785, 


1784. -Chapter  48. 

[JftDQftry  SeMioD,  ch.  16.] 
Chap.  48  ^^  ^^^  AGAINST   BURGLARY. 

Be  it  declared  and  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  aAsenMed,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  if  any  person  shall  in  the 
night  time  burglariously  break  and  enter  any  dwelling 
house,  with  intent  to  kill,  rob,  steal,  commit  rape,  or  to 
do  or  perpetrate  any  other  felony,  the  person  so  offending, 
and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  the  pains  of 
death.  March  7,  1785, 


1784.  — Chapter  49. 

[January  BeMlon,  cb.  17.] 

ChaV.   49  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^  DIRECTING  THE  USE  AND  APPROPRIATION  OF  A 
-*  *       '  CHARITABLE  DONATION,   MADE  IN    A    CERTAIN    CLAUSE    IN 

THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF  BPHRAIM  WILLIAMS, 
ESQ;  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  A  FREE 
SCHOOL,  IN  WILLIAMSTOWN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BBRK- 
SHIRE;  AND  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN  PERSONS  AS 
TRUSTEES.  IN  ORDER  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  TO  EXECUTE 
THE  INTENTION  OF  THE  TESTATOR,  EXPRESSED.  IN  THE 
SAME. 

Preamble.  Wfiereas  Israel  Williams,  JEsq;  and  John  Worthington, 

Usq;  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Ephraim 
Williams,  £Jsq;  deceased,  have  represented  to  this  Court, 
that  the  said  Ephraim  Williams,  on  the  twenty-second  day 
of  July,  Anno  Domini,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  made  his  last  will  and  testament;  in  tohich,  afier 
divers  bequests,  devises  and  dispositions,  is  contained  the 
following  clause,  viz. : 

ciauBointhe  ^^  Item,  It  is  my  will,  desire  and  pleasure,  that  the 
remaining  part  of  the  lands  not  yet  disposed  of,  shall  be  sold 
at  the  discretion  of  my  executors,  within  five  years  after 
an  established  peace ;  and  the  interest  of  the  money,  and 
also  the  interest  arising  from  my  bonds  and  notes,  shall  be 


will. 
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appropriated  towards  the  support  and  maintenaDce  of  a 
Free  School,  in  a  township  west  of  Fort  Massachusetts^ 
commonly  called  the  West  Township,  forever ;  provided^ 
the  said  township  shall  fall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay;  and  provided  alsOy  the 
Governor  and  General  Court  give  the  said  township 
the  name  of  WUliamstovm ;  and  it  is  my  further  will  and 
desire,  that  if  there  should  remain  any  monies  of  the 
above  donation  for  the  school,  it  be  given  towards  the 
support  of  a  school  in  the  East  Township,  where  the  fort 
now  stands ;  but  in  case  the  above  provisos  are  not  com- 
plied with,  then  it  is  my  will  and  choice,  that  the  interest 
of  the  abovementioned  monies  be  appropriated  to  some 
pious  and  charitable  uses,  in  manner  and  form  as  above 
directed  in  the  former  part  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament.'* 

And  whereas  the  said  executors  have  further  represented  ^ 
that  it  way  be  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  whether 
the  township  mentioned  in  the  before  recited  clause,  {which 
is  now  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Williamstown)  has  so 
far  fallen  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Province  q/*  Massa- 
chusetts, now  Commonwealth  q/"  Massachusetts,  in  the  sense 
of  the  testator^  as  that  they  migJd  be  justified  in  appropri- 
ating the  said  donation  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
a  Free  School  in  the  same  town;  and  have  submitted  their 
duty  herein  to  the  determination  of  this  Court  praying  that 
an  act  may  be  passed  to  declare  their  duty,  and  to  indem- 
nify them  in  the  execution  of  the  same : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ^ 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  authority  of  the  same. 
That  the  donation  made  in   the   clause   before   recited,  S°th*e"d!u«f  * 
ought  to  be  presently  applied  and  appropriated  to  the  use  J°^„^^ 
and  maintenance  of  a  Free  School  in  the  town  of  Williams-  *^^  *  ' 
town,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  and  that  in  case  the  said 
donation  shall  afford  an  annual  interest  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  supporting  and  maintaining  such  school  in    Wil- 
liamstown, then  the  surplusage  be  appropriated  to  the  use 
and  maintenance  of  a  Free  School  in  the  tract  of  land  called 
by  the  testator  the  East  Township,  now  incorporated  by  the  * 
name  of  Adams,  with  other  lands  adjoining,  and  that  the  Executors  in- 
said  executors  be,  and  hereby  are,  indemnified  in  applying  ^®"°***^^- 
and  appropriating  the  said  donation  to  the  uses  above 
expressed,  and  shall  be  liable  to  no  action  or  suit  in  law 
or  equity,  on  account  of  such  appropriation. 
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Trustees  ap- 
pointed and 
incorporated. 


Vested  with 
powers. 


How  many  the 
corporation 
shall  consist  of. 


Trustees  to  elect 
a  clerk  and 
treasurer. 


Power  of  elect- 
Ing  successors 
In  case  of  the 
death,  &o.  of 
any  Trustee, 
vested  in  the 
Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court. 


Empowered  to 
remove  any 
member  in  their 
Judgment  unfit. 


And  whereas  the  said  executors  have  further  prayed  ^  tha^ 
for  candying  into  complete  execution  the  intention  of  the  tes^ 
tator^  a  corporation  may  be  created  and  vested  with  such 
powers  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
William  Williams^  of  Dalton^  Theodore  Sedgwick j  Wood- 
bridge  Little,  John  Bacon,  Tliomson  Joseph  Skinner^ 
Esquires,  the  Reverend  Seth  Swift  and  Daniel  Collins, 
Mr.  Israel  Jones  and  Mr.  David  Noble,  and  their  succes- 
sors, to  be  elected  and  appointed  as  hereinafter  directed 
and  provided,  be,  and  hereby  are,  incorporated  and  shall 
be  a  corporation  forever,  by  the  name  of  *.*  The  Trustees 
of  the  Donation  of  Ephraim  Williams,  Esq ;  for  main- 
taining a  Free  School  in  Williamstown ; '*  and  that  the 
said  Trustees  and  their  successors  be,  and  hereby  are,  vested 
with  all  the  powers,  rights  and  immunities,  which  are  by 
law  incident  to  aggregate  eleemosynary  corporations. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  a  number  of  not  less  than  seven,  nor 
more  than  nine  persons,  excepting  only  that  whenever  a 
vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  removal,  refusal  or 
resignation  of  any  member  or  members,  so  that  the  num- 
ber be  reduced  to  less  than  the  aforesaid  number  of  seven, 
then  the  remaining  or  surviving  Trustees  shall  have  full 
power  to  perform  all  corporate  acts  until  such  vacancy  be 
supplied  ;  and  the  said  Trustees  shall  elect  and  appoint  a 
clerk  of  the  corporation,  who  shall  fairly  enter  and  record 
all  votes,  acts,  orders  and  proceedings,  made,  done  or 
passed  by  the  Trustees  ;  and  shall  also  elect  a  proper  per- 
son to  be  their  treasurer,  who  shall  receive  into  his  hands 
all  monies  belonging  to  the  corporation,  and  pay  out  the 
same  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Trustees,  and  shall  always 
keep  a  fair  account  of  all  receipts  and  payments. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  power  of  electing 
and  appointing  successors  in  case  of  the  death,  removal, 
refusal  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  Trustees,  be,  and  here- 
by is,  vested  solely  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this 
Commonwealth  ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  abovementioned 
cases  shall  happen,  the  Trustees  shall  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be,  certify  the  same  to  the  Justices  of  the  said 
Court,  that  a  successor  may  be  appointed  ;  and  the  Justices 
of  the  same  Court  are  hereby  empowered  to  remove  from 
office  and  trust,  any  member  of  the  corporation  who 
shall,  in  their  judgment,  be  unfit  to  hold  the  same,  by 
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reason  of  incapacity,  n^isdemeanor,  negligence  or  breach 
of  trust- 

And  to  (he  intent  thai  the  said  donation  may  not  be  wasted^ 
mismanaged  y  or  perverted  from  its  original  intention: 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  corpomtion, 
said  corporation  and  the  donation  itself,  shall  always  l>e  Jhi'dfreStionlf/ 
under  the  visitation  and  direction  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  ?uduIwtSJrt. 
Court,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  visit  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  rectify  all  abuses,  to  determine  all  matters  of 
doubt  or  dispute  touching  the  duty  of  the  Trustees,  and  the 
use,  application  or  appropriation  of  monies  or  interests  to 
the  same  donation  belonging ;  and  to  make  all  such  orders 
and  regulations  with  respect  to  the  use,  management  and 
appropriation  of  the  same  donation,  and  every  part  thereof, 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary  or  useful  in  order  to  promote 
the  best  interest  of  the  school,  according  to  the  true  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  the  testator,  and  such  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  as  may  be  in  force  respecting  the  same ; 
and  the  said  Court  whenever  they  shall  judge  necessary,  Bmpowerad  to 
shall  cause  the  said  Trustees  to  come  before  them,  either  to  SSLto^TOi^'be- 
render  an  account  of  expenditures   and  dispositions   of '°'*^*"* 
monies,  or  to  answer  for  any  mismanagement  or  breach  of 
trust ;  and  the  Trustees  shall  appear  and  lay  their  accounts, 
papers,  records  and  corporation  books,  before  the  said  Court 
for  inspection,  whenever  they  shall  be  required  thereto. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Trustees  and  Jj^wToi^S^? 
their  successors  forever,  shall  have  the  possession,  man-  °'^5**°'*®, 
agement  and  disposition  of  the  whole  interest  and  estate,  Se  wiii7*"  ° 
real    and   personal,   which   is    contained   in    and    given, 
l)equeathed,  devised  or  disposed  of  by  the  above  recited 
clause  in  the  will  aforesaid ;  and  they  are  hereby  empow-  Empowered  to 
ered  and  directed,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  erect  JmpioyiSStI?Ict. 
and  maintain  a  Free  School  within  the  said  town  of  Wil-  **"'  *"' 
liamstown^  for  the  instruction  of  youth,  in  such  manner  as 
most  effectually  to  answer  the  pious,  generous  and  charit- 
able intention  of  the  testator,  and  agreeable  to  such  orders 
and  directions  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court ;  and  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  appoint  and  employ  such  instructors,  masters  and 
officers,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Trustees  may  be  enabled 
in  the  most  easy  and  expeditious  manner^  to  receive  into 
their  oian  possession  and  management  the  whole  estate^ 
property  and  interest  contained  in  the  aforesaid  donation: 
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Execaton  to  ez- 
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Preamble. 


In  case  of  a  sur- 
plusage, bow  to 
De  employed. 


Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  y  That  tne 
said  executors  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  Trustees,  make 
and  execute  to  the  said  Trustees  a  deed  or  deeds  of  con- 
veyance of  all  such  lands  or  real  estate  as  belong  to  said 
donation,  and  yet  remain  unsold,  in  which  deed  or  deeds 
it  shall  be  expressed,  that  the  executors  do  grant  to  the 
Trustees  the  right,  estate  and  interest  of  the  testator,  and 
of  themselves,  in  and  to  the  described  lands  or  tenements  ; 
and  the  said  deed  or  deeds  so  made  and  executed,  being 
acknowledged  and  registered  according  to  law,  shall  be 
good  and  effectual,  to  pass  the  fee  of  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments to  the  Trustees  and  their  successors  forever ;  and  the 
said  executors  shall  deliver  over  into  the  hands  of  the 
Trustees  at  their  request,  all  such  personal  securities  or 
mortgages  as  the  executors  now  have  in  their  own  hands, 
and  which  are  a  part  of  the  same  donation  ;  all  which  secu- 
rities, whether  bonds,  promisory  notes,  mortgage  deeds, 
or  of  what  name  or  description  soever,  being  indorsed  with 
the  name  of  the  said  executors,  or  one  of  them,  and  deliv- 
ered as  aforesaid,  shall  become  the  propertj'^  of  the  Trustees 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  ;  and  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered, in  the  name  of  the  corporation,  to  bring  any  action 
or  actions  against  the  obligors,  promisors,  mortgagors  or 
tenants,  for  recovering  the  contents  of  the  same  securities, 
or  possession  of  mortgaged  estates,  which  action  or  actions 
shall  be  holden  to  be  good  and  valid  in  law  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  if  the  securities  or  mortgage  deeds  had  been  origi- 
nally made  to  the  Tinistees  by  their  corporate  names. 

And  whereas  the  testator  has  directed^  that  in  case  his 
principal  donation  should  afford  an  intei*est  more  than  suffix- 
dent  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  school  in  Wil- 
liamstown,  the  surplusage  should  be  improved  to  the  use  of 
a  school  in  the  East  Township^  now  called  Adams,  in  the 
said  county  q/*  Berkshire  ;  and  ivhereas  questions  and  dis- 
putes may  arise  touching  the  meaning  and  extent  of  this  part 
of  the  willy  and  when  there  may  be  said  to  be  a  surplusage 
beyond  what  should  be  necessary  ^  according  to  the  intent  of 
the  testator y  for  the  support  of  the  school  in  Williamstown  : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  such  surplusage, 
the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
use  and  employ  the  same  for  erecting  and  supporting  a 
Free  School  in  the  said  town  of  Adam^s,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  has  been  in  this  act  before  provided  in  respect  of 
the  school  in    Williamstown;  and  that  all  questions  and 
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disputes  that  may  arise  concerning  such  surplusage,  and 
the  duty  of  the  Trustees  in  respect  of  the  several  schools, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court ;  and 
the  Trustees  shall  always  conform  their  conduct  and  admin- 
istration herein,  to  such  orders  and  determinations  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  made  by  the  same  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  ^~e?i*?MtS 
Court  may  at  their  discretion  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  y  Jj^^jfj^P"^®™* 
in  them  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  any  of  their  session^  holden 
within  the  counties  of  Berkshire  or  Hampshire;  and  in  all 
trials  at  law  the  Court  ex  officio  shall  take  notice  of  this 
act,  and  the  same  shall  be  holden  as  a  public  act  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  the  same  shall  be 
given  in  evidence  under  any  general  issue. 

March  8, 1785. 

1784.  —  Chapter  50. 

[January  Session,  ch.  18.] 
AN  ACT  AGAINST  SELLING  UNWHOLESOME  PROVISIONS.  Chm).  50 

Whereas  some  evilly  disposed  persons,  from  motives  of 
avarice  and  filthy  lucre,  have  been  induced  to  sell  diseased, 
corrupted,  contagious  or  unwholesome  provisions,  to  the 
great  nuisance  of  public  health  and  peace: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  if  any  person  shall  sell  any 
such  diseased,  corrupted,  contagious  or  unwholesome  pro- 
visions, whether  for  meat  or  drink,  knowing  the  same, 
without  making  it  known  to  the  buyer,  and  being  thereof 
convicted  before  the  Justices  of  the  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  in  the  county  where  such  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted, or  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  he 
shall  be  punished  by  fine,  imprisonment,  standing  in  the 
pillory,  and  binding  to  the  good  behaviour,  or  one  or  more 
of  these  punishments,  to  be  inflicted  according  to  the 
degree  and  aggravation  of  the  offence.       -^     ,  ^   7705 

1784.  — Chapter  51. 

[January  Sossion,  ch.  19.] 
AN  ACT  AGAINST  PERJURY  AND  SUBORNATION  OF  PERJURY.     ChaV     61 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled  and  by  the  authority 
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^"hS?"*°*  'o'  of  the  same,  That  if  any  person  being  lawfully  required 
to  depose  the  truth  in  any  proceeding  in  a  course  of  jus- 
tice, shall  commit  any  manner  of  wilful  perjury,  every 
person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds,  or  be 
set  in  the  pillory  not  more  than  two  hours,  nor  less  than 
one  hour  at  a  time,  and  at  divers  times  and  places,  or 
shall  be  whipped  at  the  public  whipping  post,  not  exceed- 
ing thirty-nine  stripes,  on  the  naked  back,  at  one  or  more 
times  and  places,  not  exceeding  three  times  or  three 
places,  and  shall  suffer  all  or  part  of  these  punishments 
according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  perjury,  as  affecting 
life,  liberty,  reputation  or  property ;  and  the  oath  of  such 
person  so  offending,  and  thereof  duly  convicted  as  afore- 
said, shall  not  be  received  in  any  Court  of  record,  until 
such  time  as  the  judgment  given  against  such  person 
shall  be  reversed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Mp«3u?™*"°"  That  if  any  person  shall  commit  subornation  of  perjury, 
by  procuring  another  person  to  commit  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury  as  aforesaid,  every  person  guilty  of  such  subor- 
nation of  perjury,  and  being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall 
be  liable  to,  and  suffer  the  same  forfeitures,  pains,  penal- 
ties and  disabilities,  in  all  respects  as  abovementioned, 
according  to  the  aggravation  of  his  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

eSSm^uHni^^  T^^^^  if  a^y  person  shall  wilfully  and  corruptly  endeavour 

to  incite  other*  to  iucitc  or  to  procurc  another  person  to  commit  wilful 

to  commit  per-  .  '    .  /-  -j  j    xu 

Jury.  and   corrupt   perjury    as    aforesaid,   and  the   person  so 

incited  do  not  commit  such  perjury,  the  person  so  cor- 
ruptly endeavouring  to  incite  and  procure  the  committing 
of  perjury,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  One 
hundred  pounds,  or  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  two 
years,  or  both,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offence,  and  binding  to  the  good  behaviour,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court  before  whom  the  same  is  tried. 

MarcfL9,1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  52. 

[Janaary  Beaslon,  oh.  20.] 
Chap.  52  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^  '^^^  PUNISHMENT  OF  ROBBERY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  oj  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled  and  by  the  authority  of 
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the  samsy  That  every  person  who  shall  feloniously  assault,  ^b£?:??*"* '°' 
rob  and  take  from  the  person  of  another,  any  money, 
<;oods,  chattels  or  other  property  that  may  be  the  subject 
of  theft,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felonj^  and  shall  suffer  the  pains  of  death. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  with  any  offensive  weapon,  or  by  Puoishment  tor 
menacies,  or  in  any  forceable  or   violent  manner  assault  I"feton*Sui  ^**** 
any  person,  and  demand  of  him  any  goods,  money  or  *"*®°'- 
other  property  that  may  be  the  subject  of  theft,  with  a 
felonious  intent  to  rob  him,  and  being  thereof  convicted, 
he  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
pounds,  imprisonment,  setting  in  the  pillory,  whipping, 
setting  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  his  neck  and  the 
other  end  thereof  thrown  over  the  gallows,  confinement 
to  hard  labor,  not  exceeding  three  years,  or  either  of 
these  punishments,  according  to  the  degree  and  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offence.  March  9,  1785. 


1784.— Chapter  63. 

[January  Sesaion,  oh.  21.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATINO  CERTAIN  PERSONS  FOR  THE  PUR-  r/AflW    53 
POSE     OF     BUILDING     A     BRIDGE     OVER    CHARLES   RIVRR$  -^  * 

BETWEEN  BOSTON  AND    CHARLBSTOWN,  AND   SUPPORTING 
THE  SAME  DURING  THE  TERM  OF  FORTY  TEARS. 

Whereas  the  erecting  a  bridge  over  Charles  River,  in  Preambio. 
the  place  whei'e  the  Ferry  between  Boston  and  Charlestown 
is  now  kept  J  will  be  of  great  public  utility ,  and  Thomas 
Russell,  Ssq;  and  others  having  petitioned  this  Court  /or 
an  act  of  incorporation  to  empower  them  to  build  the  said 
bridge 9  and  many  persons  under  the  expectation  of  such  an 
act  J  have  subscribed  to  a  fund  for  executing  and  compleat- 
ing  the  aforesaid  purpose : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^   That  the  Hon.    John  Hancock.  Proprietor  in- 

corDoratoo. 

Esq ;  Thomas  Russell^  Nathaniel  Gorham^  James  Sioan^ 
and  Eben  Parsons^  Esquires,  so  long  as  they  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  proprietors  in  the  said  fund,  together  with  all 
those  who  are,  and  those  who  shall  become  proprietors  to 
the  said  fund  or  stock,  shall  be  a  corporation  and  body 
politick,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Proprietors  of  Charles 
River  Bridge  ;"  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  prosecute, 
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Empowered  to 
call  meetingi. 


To  eBtabllflh 
neoeMaij  rulei 
for  regulating 
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Rulea,  regula- 
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to  be  recorded 
by  their  cleric, 
Bubjeot  to  in- 
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Toll  eatab- 
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and  be  sued  and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  exe- 
cution, and  do  and  suffer  all  other  matters  and   things 
which  bodies  politick  may,  or  ought  to  suffer  or  to  do  ; 
and  that   the  said  corporation  shall  and  may  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and  use  a  common 
seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  pleasure. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  the  said  John  Hancock^  Thomas  liusselU  Nathaniel 
Gorham^  James  Swan^  and  Uben  Parsons^   Esq'rs.  or 
any  three  of  them,  may,  by  advertisement  in  any  two  of 
the  Boston  newspapers,  warn  or  call  a  meeting  of  the  said 
Proprietors,   to  be    holden  at   Boston    or     Charlestoion 
aforesaid,  at  any  suitable  time  after  fifteen  days  from  the 
publication  of  the  said  advertisement ;  and  the  said  Pro- 
prietors, by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  those  present  or 
represented  at  the  said  meeting,  (accounting  and  allowing 
a  vote  to  each  share  in  all  cases)  shall  choose  a  clerk,  who 
shall  be  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office, 
and  also  shall  agree  on  a  method  for  calling  future  meet- 
ings, and  at  the  same  or  any  subsequent  meeting,   may 
make  and  establish  any  rules  and  regulations  that  shall  be 
necessary  or  convenient  for  regulating  the  said  corpora- 
tion, effecting,  compleating  and  executing  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  or  for  collecting  the  toll  hereinafter  granted, 
and  the  same  rules  and  regulations  may  cause  to  be  kept 
and  executed,  or  for  the  breach  thereof  may  order  and 
enjoin  fines  and  penalties,  not  exceeding  Four  pounds ^ 
provided   the    rules    and    regulations   aforesaid   are  not 
repugnant  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth; and  the  said  Proprietors  may  also   choose   and 
appoint  any  other  officer  or  officers  of  the  corporation  that 
they  may  deem  necessary,  and  all  representations  at  the 
said  meetings  shall  be  proved  by  a  special  appointment  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  person  making  his  representative, 
which  shall  be  filed  with  or  recorded  by  the  clerk ;  and 
this  act,  and  all  rules,  regulations  and  votes  of  the  said 
corporation,  shall  be  fairly  and  truly  recorded  by  their 
said  clerk,  in  a  book  or  books  for  that  purpose  provided 
and  kept,  which  book  or  books  shall  be  subject  to  the 
inspection  of   any  person  or   persons  for  that  purpose 
appointed  by  the  legislature. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  the  said  Proprietors 
the  money  expended,  or  to  be  expended  in  building  and 
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supporting  the  said  bridge,  a  toll  be,  and  is  hereby  granted 
and  established  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  said  Proprietors, 
according  to  the  rates  following,  viz. :  Each  foot  passenger 
(or  one  person  passing)  two-thirds  of  a  penny  ;  one  person 
and  horse,  two  pence  two-thirds  of  a  penny  ;  single  horse 
cart,  or  slefl  or  sley,  four  pepce ;  wheelbarrows,  hand- 
carts, and  other  vehicles  capable  of  carrying  like  weight, 
one  penny  one  third  of  a  penny ;  single  horse  and  chaise, 
chair  or  sulkey,  eight  pence;  coaches,  chariots,  phaetons 
and  curricles,  one  shilling  each  ;  all  other  wheel  carriages 
or  sleds  drawn  by  more  than  one  beast,  six  pence  ;  sleys 
dmwn  by  more  than  one  beast,  six  pence  ;  neat  cattle  and 
horses  passing  the  said  bridge,  exclusive  of  those  rode, 
or  in  carriages  or  teams,  one  penny  one  third  of  a  penny  ; 
swine  and  sheep,  four  pence  for  each  dozen,  and  at  the 
same  rate  for  a  greater  or  less  number ;  and  in  all  cases 
the  same  toll  shall  be  paid  for  all  carriages  and  vehicles 
passing  the  said  bridge,  whether  the  same  be  loaded  or 
not  loaded  ;  and  to  each  team,  one  man  and  no  more  shall 
be  allowed  as  a  driver,  to  pass  free  from  payment  of  toll ; 
and  in  all  cases  double  toll  shall  be  paid  on  the  Lord's 
day ;  and  at  all  times  when  the  toll  gatherer  shall  not 
attend  his  duty,  the  gate  or  gates  shall  be  left  open.  And  2^^///^^°^*"^* 
the  said  toll  shall  commence  at  the  day  of  the  first  open- 
ing of  the  said  bridge  for  passengers,  and  shall  continue 
for  and  during  the  term  of  forty  years  from  the  said  day, 
and  be  collected  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
corporation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  bridge  shall  be  well  built,  at  least  forty  feet  5fj[;"jf[^J 
wide,  of  sound  and  suitable  materials,  with  a  convenient  bridge»haii 
draw  or  passage  way,  at  least  thirty  feet  wide,  and  at  a  ^*^"  '* 
proper  place,  with  well  constructed,  substantial  piers  on 
each  side,  and  well  planked  on  the  top  and  sides  with 
plank  proper  for  such  a  bridge ;  and  the  same  shall  be 
kept  in  good,  safe  and  passable  repair,  for  the  term  afore- 
said, and  at  the  end  of  the  said  term,  the  said    bridge 
shall  be  left  in  like  repair :  And  the  said  Proprietors  shall  JJ^j;,**^*^**""** 
constantly  keep  the  said  bridge   accommodated  with  at 
least  twenty  good  lamps  on  each  side  the  same,  which 
shall  be  well  supplied  with  oil,  and  lighted  in  duo  season, 
and  kept  burning  till  twelve  of  the  clock  at  night ;  and 
also  at  the  several  places  where  the  toll  shall  be  received, 
they  shall  erect  and  constantly  expose  to  open  view,  a 
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sign  or  hoard  with  the  rates  of  toll  of  all  the  tollable  arti- 
cles fairly  and  legibly  written  thereon  in  large  or  capital 
letters ;  and  the  draw  shall  be  lifted  for  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels without  toll  or  pay,  except  such  as  usually  pass  under 
Cambridge  bridge,  and  those  passing  for  pleasure. 
And  be  it  also  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Ha^vlJdcSf.     That  after  the  said  toll  shall  commence,  the  said  Proprie- 
iege,  annually,  tors  or  Corporation  shall  annually  pay  to  Hai^ard  College 
or  University,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds,   during 
^'aSrthe^°'*^  the  said  term  of  forty  years ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  said 
t^uficommon  ^®^*"^»  ^^^  ^*'^  bridge  shall  revert  to  and  be  the  property 
wealth.  of  the  Commou Wealth,  saving  to  the  said  College  or  Uni- 

versity, a  reasonable  and  annual  compensation  for  the 
annual  income  of  the  ferry,  which  they  might  have 
received  had  not  said  bridge  been  erected. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  Proprietors 
shall  refuse  or  neglect,  for  the  space  of  three  years  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  to  build  and  compleat  the  said 
bridge,  then  this  act  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

March  9  y  1785. 


1784. -Chapter  54. 

[January  Session,  ch.  22.] 

Chap.  64  ^N  ^^"T  ^^^  INCORPORATING  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND,  SIT- 
-*  *  UATE     BETWEEN     THE     RIVERS    OP     GREAT    AND    LITTLE 

OSSIPEB,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF   YORK,   WHICH   WAS   SETTLED 
BY  THOMAS  PARSONS  AND  HIS  ASSOCIATES. 

Preamble.  Wlicreas  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  tract  of  land  have 

represented  to  this  Court,  that  at  great  labour  and  expence 
they  have  severally  settled  the  said  tract;  but  by  reason  of 
their  unincorporated  state,  are  not  in  a  capacity  to  ravte 
money  necessary  for  repairing  roads,  and  supporting  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  schools,  nor  of  answering  the 
demands  that  may  arise  for  their  proportion  of  the  public 
taxes : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid, 

Boundaries.  boundcd  as  follows,  viz.  Beginning  at  Oreat  Ossipee  river, 
where  the  province  line  (so-called)  between  JVew?  Hamp- 
shire and  the  late  province  of  Maine,  crosses  the  said 
river;  thence  inmning  south,  eight  degrees  west,  by  the 
said  line,  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  three  quarters  of  a 
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mile  south  of  a  pond,  called  Ptwince  Pond;  thence  oast, 
eight  degrees  south,  by  a  spotted  line,  to  an  elm  tree, 
spotted  near  a  small  frog  pond ;  thence  north,  eight 
degrees  east,  by  a  spotted  line,  to  the  bank  of  Gi'eat 
Ossipee  river ;  thence  westerly  by  the  said  river  to  the 
bounds  first  mentioned  ;  containing  by  estimation  tl)iily- 
six  square  English  miles,  be,  and  hereby  is,  erected  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Parsonsjield ;  and  that  the  inhabi-  invctodwiui 
tants  thereof  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  vested  with  all  the  ^'*®"' 
powers,  privileges  and  immunities,  which  the  inhabitants 
of  towns  within  this  Commonwealth  do,  or  may  by  law 
enjoy. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  ^  That  Simon  Frye^  Esq  ;  be,  |*™?"J'2[f^ 
and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  mating." 
principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  town,  requiring  him  to 
warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
as  he  shall  therein  set  foith,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as 
towns  are  by  law  required  and  empowered  to  choose  in 
the  month  of  March^  annually. 

Provided  ahoays^  That  this  act  shall  be  so  construed,  p~^«>- 
any  thing  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  as  not 
to  affect  the  claim  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  other  corpo- 
rate body,  or  of  any  private  person  whatever,  to  the  said 
tract  of  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  if  any  such  claim  exists. 

March  9,  1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  55. 

[Jaouary  Session,  ch.  1.] 

AN   ACT  FOR  REGULATING  AND   GOVERNING   THE   MILITIA   OF   (Jfiaj)    65 
THE   COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS,   AND   FOR   RE-  ^  * 

PEALING   ALL    LAWS   HERETOFORE    MADE    FOR  THAT   PUR- 
POSE. 

Wfiereds  the  laws  now  in  force  ^  for  re ffula  ting  the  militia  Preamble. 
of  the  Commonwealth^  are  found  to  be  insufficient  for  the 
said  purpose: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  the  several  laws  heretofore  Law»  hereto- 
made  for  regulating  the  militia  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  JoiuiaSngSo 
are,  repealed.  miiuia  repealed. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  all  actions  and  processes  Proviso, 
commenced    and   depending   in   any   Court    within    this 
Commonwealth,  upon  or  by  force  of  the  said  laws,  shall, 
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MlHUa,  how 
fonned. 


—  to  be  In  four 
divisions. 


General  and 
divisionary  staff 
to  each  of  the 
divisions. 


Governor  with 
advice  of  Coun- 
cil to  form  divi- 
sions into  bri- 
gades, &c. 


Proviso. 


Kuch  briKadc  to 
havo  a  brigadier 
general,  &c. 


Each  regiment 
to  have  a  regi- 
mental, (icld, 


and  may  be  sustained  and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
and  execution  ;  and  that  all  officers  elected,  appointed 
and  commissionated  agreeably  to  law,  shall  be  continued 
in  commission,  and  hold  their  respective  commands  in 
the  militia,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  in  case  the 
said  laws  were  still  in  force. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authai^ity  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  militia  shall  be  formed  into  a  Train  Band, 
and  AlaiTO  List ;  the  Train  Band  to  contain  all  able  bodied 
men,  from  sixteen  to  forty  years  of  age,  and  the  Alarm  List, 
all  other  men  under  sixty  years  of  age,  excepting  in  both 
cases  such  as  shall  be  hereafter  by  this  act  exempted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  militia  be,  and  hereby  is  formed  into  four 
divisions ;  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex, 
composing  the  first  division  ;  the  counties  of  Hampshire, 
Worcester  and  J3erkshire,  the  second  division ;  the  coun- 
ties of  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol,  Dukes  County  and 
Nantucket,  the  third  division ;  and  the  counties  of  York, 
Oumbei'land  and  Lincoln,  the  fourth  division. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  there  shall  be  a  general  and  divisionary  staff  to  each 
of  the  divisions  aforesaid,  consisting  of  one  Major  General, 
who  shall  have  two  aids  de  camp,  a  Deputy  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, who  shall  also  be  Inspector,  and  a  Deputy  Quarter 
Master. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief,  with  the 
advice  of  Council,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  form  the  said  divisions  into  brigades,  regi- 
ments and  companies  ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  alter  and 
divide  such  brigades,  regiments  and  companies,  as  he  shall 
judge  expedient.  Provided  notwithstanding.  That  the 
several  brigades,  regiments  nnd  companies  of  militia,  shall 
remain  as  they  are  now  formed,  until  new  arrangement* 
thereof  shall  take  place. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  there  shall  be  a  Brigade  General  and  Staff  to  each 
brigade  of  the  militia  aforesaid,  consisting  of  a  Brigadier 
General,  a  Brigade  Major,  who  shall  also  be  sub-inspector, 
and  a  Brigade  Quarter  Master. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  there  shall  be  a  regimental,  field,  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  staff  to  each  regiment  of  the  militia 
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aforesaid,    consisting   of  one   Colonel,    one   Lieutenant-  ^dSiSSSS^ 
Colonel,  one  Major,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quarter  Master,  miMioned  auir. 
one  Serjeant  Major,  one  Quarter  Master   Serjeant,  one 
Drum  Major  and  one  Fife  Major. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  there   shall   be   one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  companieflto 
Ensign,  one  Clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  3^^  clerk to'\i« 
discharge   of  his   duty,   four  Serjeants,  four  Corporals,  '^^^' 
one  Drummer  and  one   Fifer,  to  each  company  of  the 
said  militia.      Provided^  notwithstanding ^  That  in  com-  Proviio. 
panics  where,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  which  by  this  act 
is  repealed,  two  Lieutenants  are  in  commission,  they  shall 
continue  to  hold  their  present  rank. 

A.nd  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Governor,  or  Commander  in  Chief,  shall  appoint  £St  oJnSnJr 
the  Deputy  Adjutant  General ;   the  Major  Generals  shall  Deputy  t^ua.' 
appoint  the  Deputy  Quarter  Masters  of  their  respective  wSomTp^*^*  ^^ 
divisions ;  the  Brigadier  Generals  shall  appoint  the  Quarter  p***"****- 
Masters  of  their  respective  brigades ;  the  Colonels  shall 
appoint  the  Serjeant  Majors,  Quarter  Master  Serjeants, 
Drum  Majors  and  Fife  Majors   of  their  respective  regi- 
ments ;  and  the  Captains  shall  appoint  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  of  their  respective  companies. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidj 
That  the  Adjutant  General  shall  be  commissioned  with  the  1^^^*"^"^' 
rank  of  Brigadier  General,  the  Deputy  Adjutant  Generals  oSnerJi.  &c.' 
with  the  rank  of  Colonels,  and  the  Aids  de  Camp  and  *****^'*"^- 
Brigade  Majors  with  the  rank  of  Majors ;   the  Adjutants 
shall  be  commissioned  with  the  rank  of  first  Lieutenant, 
and  the  Serjeants  shall  each  receive  a  warrant  from  the 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  shall  belong. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  each  and  every  Major  General  be,  and  hereby  is.  Major GcncrniB, 
empowered  and  it  shall   be   his   duty  to  give  all  such  **** '  **"'^' 
orders  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  necessary,  consistent 
with  the  law,  for  electing  Brigadier  Generals,  Field  Officers, 
Captains  and  Subalterns,  in  brigades,  regiments  and  com- 
panies, within  his  respective   divisi<m,   which   have   not 
•been  already  commissioned ;  and  for  filling  up  vacancies 
of  such  officers,  or  any  of  them,  where  they  now  are,  or 
may  hereafter  happen.     Provided  always^  That  whenever  Proviw. 
a  time  shall  be  appointed  for  the  election  of  any  officer  or 
officers,  the  electors  shall  have  ten  days  notice  thereof  at 
least;    and  all  returas  of  elections,  and  of  neglects  or 
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refusals  to  make  choice  of  officers,  shall  be  made  to  the 
Governor,  by  the  Major  General,  in  whose  division  the 
election  shall  be  ordered ;  and  all  commissions  shall  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  Major  Generals  to  the  officers,  in 
their  respective  divisions,  for  whom  they  shall  be  made  out ; 
and  every  person  who  shall  be  elected  to  any  office  in  the  said 
militia,  and  shall  not  within  ten  days  after  he  shall  have 
been  notified  of  his  election,  signify  his  acceptance  thereof, 
shall  be  considered  as  declining  to  serve  in  such  office, 
and  orders  shall  be  forthwith  issued  for  a  new  choice. 

And  be  if.  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

That  every  person  who  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  to 

aforesaid  to  be  any  of  the  officcs  aforementioned,  shall,  at  the  time  of 

sworn,  &e.  •'..,,  ,      ,  -  i         t  ••         i  i  i 

receivmg  his  commission,  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  and 
declaration  required  by  the  constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth, before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  some  general 
or  field  officer,  who  shall  have  previously  taken  and  sub- 
scribed them  himself;  and  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be 
made  upon  the  back  of  every  commission  by  the  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  or  general  or  field  officer,  before  whom  the 
said  oath  and  declaration  shall  have  been  taken  and  sub- 
scribed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  mforesaid^ 
fioi^^m^'n    That  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier 
?°ui*^thlS^^    of  the  said  militia  not  under  the  controul  of  parents, 
selves  with  arms  mastci's   or   guardiaus,    and    being   of    sufficient   ability 
raeni?^"''***     thcrcfor  in  the  judgment  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town 
in  which  he  shall  dwell,  shall  equip  himself,  and  be  con- 
stantly provided  with  a  good  fire  arm,  with  a  steel  or  iron 
ramrod,  a  spring  to  retain  the  same,  a  worm,  priming  wire 
and  brush,  a  bayonet  fitted  to  his  fire  arm,  and  a  scabbard 
and  belt  for  the  same,  a  cartridge  box  that  will  hold  fifteen 
cartridges  at  least,  six  flints,  one  pound  of  powder,  forty 
leaden  balls  suitable  for  his  fire  arm,  a  haversack,  blanket 
Fine  for  non-     and  cantccu  ;  and  if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  pri- 
equ  pment.       ^^^^  soldicr  shall  ucglcct  to  kccp  himself  so  armed  and 
equipped,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
Three  pounds,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  article 
or  articles   in  which  he  shall  be  deficient,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  before  whom  trial  shall 
be  had. 

Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afyresaid, 
rnd*gMrdu^"  That  all  parents,  masters  and  guardians,  shall  furnish 
to  eqaip  those    thosc  of  the  Said  militia  who  shall  be  under  their  care 
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and  command,  with  the  arms  and  equipments  aforemen-  SS^J^JJe  uK™ 
tioned,  imder  the  like  penalties  for  any  neglect.  penaiuw. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforemid^ 
That  whenever  the  Selectmen  of  any  town  shall  judge  any  ^®'*S"'^^em.'** 
inhabitant  thereof,  belonging  to  the  said  militia,  unable  to  leives  to  be  pro- 
arm  and  equip  himself  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  they  shall,  Jown.**^*  * 
at  the  expence  of  the  town,  provide  for  and  furnish  such 
inhabitant  with  the  aforesaid  arms  and  equipments,  which 
shall  remain  the  property  of  the  town  at  the  expence  of 
which  they  shall  be  provided ;    and  if  any  soldier  shall  fSlfJor'dtlTiJoy.' 
embezzle  or  destroy  the  arms  and  equipments,  or  any  part  jj*  J^^'iSJjy 
thereof,  with  which  he  shall  be  so  furnished,  he  shall  upon  tbem?how  pun. 
conviction  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  victik>n.^°"  '^**"' 
where  such  offender  shall  live,  be  adjudged  to  replace  the 
article  or  articles  which  shall  be  by  him  so  embezzled  or 
destroyed,  and  to  pay  the  cost  arising  from  the  process 
against  him ;   and  in  case  he  shall  not  within  fourteen  in  cMe. 
days   after   such  adjudication   against  him   perfoim   the 
same,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Selectmen  of  the 
town  to  which  he  shall  belong,  to  bind  him  out  to  service 
or  labor,  for  such  term  of  time  as  shall,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  said  Justice,  be  sufScient  to  procure  a  sum  of 
money  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  article 
or  articles  embezzled  or  destroyed,  and  to  pay  the  cost 
arising  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  every  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  a  company,  office™  to  c»ii 
shall  call  the  Train  Band  of  his  company  together  four  days  irata^aVdfoiir 
in  a  year,  and  oftener  if  he  shall  judge  necessary,  not  Mriheiiarro- 
exceeding  six  days  in  the  whole,  for  the  pui'pose  of  exam-  H«t  once  a  year. 
ining  their  arms  and  equipments,  and  instructing  them 
in  military  exercises ;  and  shall  also  once  in  a  year,  on  a 
day  when  he  shall  muster  the  Train  Band  of  his  company, 
call  together  the  Alarm  List  belonging  to  his  company, 
within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  which  they  shall  be  inhab- 
itants,  for   the   purpose   of  examining  their  arms   and 
equipments 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  when  any  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  a  com-  Manner  of  caii. 
pany  shall  think  fit  to  muster  or  call  his  company  together,  mfiii?a  compa- 
he  shall  issue  his  orders  therefor  to  one  or  more  of  his  °*®"' 
non-commissioned  officers,  if  he  shall  have  any,  otherwise 
to  one  or  more  of  the  private  soldiers  belonging  to  his  com- 
pany, directing  him  or  them  to  notify  and  warn  the  said 
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company  to  appear  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be 
appointed,  and  with  such  arms  and  equipments  as  shall  be 
mentioned  in  the  said  orders  ;  and  the  non-commissioned 
officer  or  officers,  or  other  person  or  persons  who  shall 
receive  such  orders,  shall  give  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  appointed  for,  and  of  the  arms  and  equipments  to 
be  carried  to  the  said  muster,  to  each  and  every  person 
ho  or  they  shall  be  ordered  to  warn,  either  verbally  or 
by  leaving  a  written  notification  thereof  at  the  usual  place 
of  abode  of  the  person  thus  to  be  notified  and  warned  ; 
and  no  notice  shall  be  deemed  legal  for  musters  for  the 
purpose  of  common  and  ordinary  military  exercises, 
unless  it  shall  be  given  four  days  at  least  previous  to  the 
time  appointed  therefor ;  and  every  non-commissioned 
officer  or  other  person  who  shall  neglect  to  give  the  said 
notice  and  warning  when  ordered  thereto,  by  the  captain 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  company  to  which  he  shall 
belong,  shall,  for  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  Forty  shillings,  nor  less  than  Twenty  shillings, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  before  whom 
trial  shall  be  had. 

And  be  it /wither  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier 
belonging  to  the  Train  Band,  and  every  person  belonging 
to  the  Alarm  List,  who,  being  duly  notified  of  the  time  and 
place  appointed  for  the  muster  of  the  company  to  which 
he  shall  belong,  shall  unnecessarily  neglect  to  appear 
armed  and  equipped  as  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
shall  direct,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  ten  shillings ;  and  every 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier  of  the  Train 
Band,  and  every  person  belonging  to  the  Alarm  List,  who 
shall  be  disorderly  or  disobedient  on  a  muster  day,  shall 
be  confined  during  the  time  of  said  muster  at  the  discre- 
tion of  his  officers,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
Forty  shillings,  nor  less  than  Twelve  shillings,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  whom  complaint 
shall  be  made.  Provided  nevertheless ^  That  when  any 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  soldier  belonging  to 
the  Train  Band,  or  any  other  person  belonging  to  the 
Alarm  List,  shall  neglect  to  appear  on  a  muster  day  when 
notified  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  within  eight  days  thereafter 
make  application  to  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of 
the  company  to  which  he  shall  belong,  and  obtain  the 
excuse  of  the  said  captain  or  commanding  officer,  or  shall 
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pay  him  the  aforesaid  fine  often  shillings,  and  shall  pro- 
cure a  certificate  thereof,  in  every  such  case  he  shall  be 
barred  against  any  action  or  suit  for  such  oflence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid y 
That   the  testimony  of  any  non-commissioned  oflScer  or  Te»timony  oi 
other  person,  under  oath,  who  shall  have  received  orders  .Sion'^oSlir* 
agreeably  to  law  for  notifying  and  warning  any  company,  ;Sn.**nSder**^'ih 
or  a  part  thereof,  to  appear  at  a  time  and  place  appointed  p^^  due^nou- 
for  a  muster,  shall  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  due  notice  ficaiion. 
shall  have  been  given  to  the  party  against  whom  complaint 
may  be  made,  unless  such  testimony  shall  be  invalidated  uniew. 
by  other  sufficient  evidence. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^ 
That  when  any  person  belonging  to  the  Train  Band  or  PereoMnegioci- 
Alarm  List,  shall,  by  neglect  of  duty  by  not  appearing  on  fSfture/"  °'' 
muster  days,  or  by  not  being  provided  with  arms  and 
equipments  as  this  law  directs,  or  by  disobedience  of 
orders,  or  by  disorderly  behaviour,  forfeit  any  sum  of 
money  set  and  affixed  by  this  law  to  such  offences,  or 
either  of  them,  under  the  sum  of  four  pounds,  the  same 
shall  be  recovered  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say. 
The  clerk  of  the  company  to  which  the  ofiender  shall  ^^"^  recovered. 
belong,  shall  after  the  expiration  of  eight  days,  and 
within  sixty  days  after  the  offence  shall  be  committed, 
make  complaint  thereof,  and  of  all  matters  of  substance 
and  material  circumstances  attending  the  same,  to  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  where  such  offender 
shall  live,  who  shall  make  a  record  thereof,  and  shall  issue 
a  summons  to  the  party  complained  of,  to  be  sei-ved  seven 
days  at  least  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  trial,  in 
the  form  following,  mutatis  mutandis, 

[seal.]  S8. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County y  or  his  Deputy ^  or 
any  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of 
wUhin  the  same  County y  Greeting. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ,  Form  of  a  eum- 
you  are  hereby  required  to  summon  (7.  D.  of  in 

the  county  of  to  appear  before  me  E,  F.  one  of 

the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  at 
in  on  the  day  of  at        of  the 

clock  in  the  noon  ;  then  and  there  to  shew  cause,  if 
any  he  has,  why  a  warrant  of  distress  shall  not  issue 
against  him  for  [here  insert  the  complaint]     Hereof  fail 
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not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  writ  and  of  your  doings 
therein,  unto  myself,  at  or  before  the  said  day  of 

.     Dated  at  aforesaid,  the 

day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

E.  F.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

inVS*y*pi«S        And  when  the  said  party  shall  by  himself,  or  his  attor- 

i^®. Md'ifdS"*  ney,  appear  accordingly,  he  may  plead  the  general  issue 

negi^t  toMt^"  and  give  any  special  matter  in  evidence  ;  and  if  the  said 

mentthen"!!?"     P*^'*y  ^^^^^  make  dcfault,  or  if  judgment  shall  be  given 

twscawj.  against  him,  and  he  shall  neglect  for  four  days  thereafter 

to  satisfy  the  same,  and  legal  costs,  then  the  Justice  of 

the  Peace  before  whom  the  trial  may  be  had,  shall  issue 

his  warrant  of  distress,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  in  the 

form  following,  mutatis  mutandis. 

[seal.]  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County ^  or  his  Deputy,  or 
any  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of 
within  the  same  County,  Greeting. 

r^^ai  AUinL.      Whcrcas    C.    D.    of  upon   the  day   of 

being  a  private  soldier  in  the  Train  Band  (as  the 
case  may  be)  of  the  company  of  foot  commanded  by 

in  the  regiment  of  militia  in  the  said  county  of  , 

commanded  by  ,  was  duly  notified  to  appear  upon 

the         day  of  ,  in  the  town  of  in  the 

county  aforesaid,  with  his  arms  and  equipments,  as  the 
law  of  this  Commonwealth  directs  ;  and  the  said  C.  D,  in 
violation  of  the  said  law,  did  unnecessarily  neglect  to 
appear,  (or  did  not  appear  armed  and  equipped,  as  the 
case  may  be)  whereby  he  hath  forfeited  and  ought  to  pay 
the  sum  of  shillings,  to  the  uses  directed  by  law : 

And  the  said  6\  D.  having  been  duly  summoned  to 
appear  before  me  E,  F.  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  had, 
why  a  warrant  of  distress  should  not  be  issued  for  the 
same  sum,  did  not  appear,  (or  appearing,  did  not  shew 
sufficient  cause  why  the  same  warrant  should  not  be 
issued,  as  the  case  may  be)  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  therefore  commanded  forthwith,  of  the  goods  or 
chattels  of  the  said  (7.  D.  within  your  precinct,  to  levy 
by  distress  and  sale  thereof  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
shillings,  with  for  charges  of  suit,  being  in  the 
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whole  the    sum  of  and  to  pay  the  same  to 

clerk  of  the  aforesaid  company ;  and  also  of  the  goods 

and  chattels  of  the  said  (7.  D,  to  levy  for  this 

writ,  together  with  your  own  fees,  and  for  want  of  such 

goods  or*cbattels  of  the  said  C.  />.  to  be  by  him  shewn 

to  you,  or  found  within  your  precinct,  you  are  commanded 

to  take  the  body  of  the  said  C.  D.  and  him  commit  to 

the  common  goal  in  in  the  county  aforesaid ;  and 

the  keeper  thereof  is  hereby  commanded  to  receive  the 

.  said  C.  D.  into  the  said  goal,  and  him  safely  keep  until 

he  shall  pay  the  sum  aforesaid,  together  with  legal  fees 

and  costs,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged  by 

order  of  law  ;  and  you  are  to  make  return  of  this  warrant 

with   your   doings   therein,  unto   myself,  within  twenty 

days  next  coming,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient 

warrant.     Hereof  fail  not.     Given  under  my  hand  and 

seal,  the         day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

E.  F.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Provided  always^^  That  when  any  person  shall  appear  prortao. 
before  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  upon  notification  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  claim  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  next  to  be  holden  in  the  same  county,  to  which  he 
shall  be  and  hereby  is  entitled,  the  same  shall  be  granted 
upon  his  recognizing  with  sureties  to  prosecute  his 
appeal,  and  to  pay  whatever  fine,  costs  and  fees,  shall  be 
adjudged  against  him  at  the  same  Court,  which  recogni- 
zance shall  be  taken  to  the  clerk  of  the  company  to  which 
such  appellant  shall  belong,  and  shall  be  acknowledged 
before  and  certified  by  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
same  manner  as  recognizances  are  in  appeals  from  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  other  cases ;  and  no  appeal  shall  be 
allowed  from  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  such  nppellant  Judgment  ren. 
in  such  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  judgment  shall  be  appcnlnuto'be 
three  times  the  sum  of  the  fine  set  and  nffixed  in  this  act,  wfthcMt.?""* 
with  additional  costs. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^ 
That  all  sums  of  money  that  shall  be  forfeited  and  recov-  FiDe>-how 
ered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  disposed  of  one  moiety  to  the  ^^'"p®''***  ®'- 
clerk,  who  shall  recover  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  captain  of  the  company  to  which  the  offender  shall 
belong,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said  company. 
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Fees  — how  and 
by  whom  taxed. 


Regiment  to 
mutter  either  In 
regiment  or  bat* 
tallion  once  In 
every  year. 


On  regimental 
mnstem,  how 
companies  are 
to  form. 


Return  to  be 
made  by  the 
Maj.  Gen. 


General  return 
to  be  made  by 
the  Adj.  Gen. 


AdJ.Gcn.8:c.to 
prefer  their  ac- 
counts  for  eer- 
vices  to  the 
General  Court. 


Coramleeioned 
ofllcers  accused 
of  unmilitnry 
conduct  to  be 
tried  by  a  gen- 
eral court  mar- 
tial. 


How  many  ofll- 
cers court  mar- 
tials  are  to  con- 
sist of. 


And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  in  all  cases  to  be  determined  as  aforesaid,  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  and  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  before 
whom  the  same  shall  be,  shall  severally  tax  the  same 
fees  as  in  actions  between  party  and  party  in  other 
cases. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  every  regiment  of  the  Train  Band  aforesaid  shall 
muster  either  in  regiment  or  battalion  once  in  every  year, 
at  least,  on  such  day  and  at  such  place  as  the  colonel  or 
commanding  officer  shall  appoint. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  at  a  regimental  muster  the  several  companies  com- 
posing the  regiment  shall  form  in  regiment  or  battalion, 
according  to  the  rank  of  the  officers  present  commanding 
them,  in  order  that  the  companies  may  in  all  cases  be 
under  the  immediate  command  of  their  own  officers. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  each  Major  General  shall  make  a  return  of  the  divi- 
sion under  his  command  to  the  Adjutant  General,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  specifying  the  num- 
ber of  officers  and  soldiers,  distinguishing  the  Train  Band 
from  the  Alarm  List,  and  the  state  of  their  arms  and  equip- 
ments ;  and  the  Adjutant  General  shall  digest  the  whole 
into  a  general  return,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Adjutant  General,  Deputy  Adjutant  Generals  and 
Brigade  Majors,  shall  prefer  their  accounts  for  services 
performed  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  with  proper 
vouchers  and  certificates,  to  the  General  Court  for  allow- 
ance and  payment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  every  officer  holding  a  commission  in  the  said  militia, 
who  shall  be  accused  of  any  unmilitary  conduct,  either  in 
neglect  of  duty,  disobedience  of  orders,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  general  court  mar- 
tial, and  if  found  guilty  by  such  Court,  to  be  thei-eby 
sentenced  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  President  thereof,  or 
to  be  removed  from  his  office. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  no  general  court  martial  shall  consist  of  a  less  num- 
ber than  thirteen  commissioned  officers,  the  President 
of  which  shall  not  be  under  the  rank  of  a  field  officer. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Commander  in  Chief  shall  appoint  courts  mailial  by^f""wiom 
for  the  trial  of  Major  Generals ;    Major  Generals  shall  appointed. 
appoint  them  for  the  trial  of  Brigadier  Generals,  within 
their  respective  divisions ;   and  Brigadier  Generals  shall 
appoint  them  for  the  trial  of  field  officers,  and  officers  of 
rank  inferior  to  that  of  field  officers,  within  their  respec- 
tive brigades ;  and  no  officer  who  shall  appoint  a  court 
martial  shall  himself  be  President  thereof;  nor  shall  any  sentonce-tote 
sentence  of  a  court  martial  for  the  removal  of  any  officer  tiEJ*commMder 
from  his  office  be  put  in  execution  until  it  shall  have  been  *°^****'* 
approved  of  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  officer  who  shall  appoint  a  court  martial  shall  at  v"***^^^^^®**^* 
the   same  time  appoint  a  suitable   person   for  a  Judge  poimedr*^' 
Advocate ;  and  all  officers  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  J^e  "J^"JJ^  *** 
shall    have    seasonable   notice    of   the    time   and   place 
appointed  for  trial,  and  a  copy  of  the  charges  exhibited 
against  him,  and  shall  be  put  under  arrest  so  far  as  to  be 
suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  office  ;  and  in  case  any  lo  cmo. 
officer,  for  the  trial  of  whom  a  court  martial  shall  be 
appointed,  shall  neglect  to  appear  and  make  defence,  he 
shall  be  deemed  by  the  said  Court  guilty  of  the  charge, 
and  shall  be  sentenced  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  persons  shall  be  holden  to  appear  and  give  evi-  2^11?^°°*  J '^^^^ 
dence  before  any  court  martial  (under  the  same  penalties 
for  neglect  as  are  by  law  provided  for  witnesses  in  other 
cases)  when  thereto  summoned  by  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  sumqion  such  witnesses 
in  the  county  to  which  he  shall  belong ;  and  no  fee  shall 
be  required  by  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  such  seiTice. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  the  members  constitutinc:  a  court  martial  shall,  MemberBcon- 

i.  I.  ~,  '    \       t>  n*  atUuting  court 

previously  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any  oincer,  martiau,  and 
and  all  the  witnesses  previously  to  their  giving  evidence,  whom  J^oni.^ 
be  sworn  by  the  Judge  Advocate ;  and  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate shall  be  sworn  by  the  President  of  the  said  court>- 
martial. 

And  to  the  intent  that  ample  provision  be  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  Commonwealth  under  every  circumstance- 
Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  ^^nf^^.^'J  ®°"' 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  hereby  whom 'raised. 
is  empowered   to   raise,   by   voluntary   inlistment,    nine 
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companies  of  Artillery  in   the  first  division  of  the  said 
militia,  six  companies  in  the  second  division,  three  com- 
panies in  the  third  division,  and  three  companies  in  the 
TO?l?J>^'ieVare*°  fourth  division  of  the  militia  aforesaid ;  each  company  to 
to  consut  of.      have  one  Captain,  one  Captain  Lieutenant,  one  first  Lieuten- 
ant, two  second  Lieutenants,  four  Serjeants,  the  first  of 
whom  shall  be  the  clerk,  four  Bombardiers  included  in 
rank  and  file,  one  Drummer,  one   Fifer,  and  twenty-five 
Tobeform'din.  Cannoniers;  and  to   form   the   said  companies  into  two 
^ro^riy^"*"^  rcgimcnts,  each  of  which  shall  have  a  field  commissioned 
offlcer'd.  ^^^  nou-commissioued  staff,  consisting  of  one  Colonel,  one 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  one  Major,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quarter 
Master,  one  Serjeant  Major,  one  Quarter  Master  Serjeant, 
'one  Drum  Major,  and  one  Fife  Major. 

And  be   it  furthei'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

?aralrSi^il?*    That  the  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  private  soldiers 

liiinund^       belonging  to  the  said  corps  of  Artillery  shall  be  armed 

and  equipped  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Train  Band  of  the 

said  militia   are  in    this  act  directed   to  arm   and  equip 

themselves. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

pro"GSi  wiui^  That  each  of  the  said  companies  of  artillery  shall  be  pro- 

fioid.piocM,  &c.  vided  and  furnished,  at  the  expence  of  the  Commonwealth, 

with  two  good  field  pieces,  with  apparatus  compleat,  an 

ammunition  cart,  forty  rounds  of  iron  shot,  twenty  rounds 

of  cannister  shot,  and  sixty  rounds  of  powder  in  flannel 

cartridges ;     which    quantity    of    ammunition    shall    be 

increased  whenever  the  Governor  or  commander  in  chief 

may  judge  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  require 

it ;  and  the  captains  of  the  said  companies  of  Artillery 

shall  give  their  receipts   for  the   ammunition  and  other 

articles  with  which  the  companies  under  their  command 

shall  be  so  provided,  and  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Shom'?i[ii^.     That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and 

hereby  is  impowered  to  raise,  by  voluntary  inlistment, 

three  squadrons  of  Cavalry  in  the  first  division,  and  two 

squadrons  of  Cavalry  in  the  second  division,  and  one  in 

now  many  each  cach  of  the  othcr  divisions  of  the  militia  aforesaid;  each 

JSnaurJi.         squadron  to  consist  of  two  troops,  and  each  troop  to  have 

one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Cornet,  four  Serjeants, 

the  first  of  whom  shall  be  the  clerk,  one  Trumpeter  and 

To  be  formed  Id- thirty-four  Privates ;  and  to  form  the  same  into  a  regi- 

10  a  reglmeDt.  i»i         ini  /.ii  .•  ^  -■ 

ment   which   shall   have  a  field   commissioned  and  non^ 
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commissioned  staff,  consisting  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  one  Major,  an  Adjutant,  a  Quarter  Master 
and  a  Trumpet  Major. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  and  private,  offloereaudpri- 
belonging  to  the  said  Cavalry,  shall  keep  himself  pro-  Ttd^wuhr^ 
vided  with  a  good  horse  not  less  than  fourteen  hands  and  ^^^^^*  **^- 
an  half  high,  a  saddle,  bridle,  holsters,   pistols,  sword, 
boots  and  spurs,  a  carbine  with  a  spring  and  sling,  a  car- 
touch  box,  with  twelve  rounds  of  cartridge  and  ball  for  his 
carbine  and  six  for  each  pistol,  nine  flints,  a  cloak  and 
canteen. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  officers  of  the  said  corps  of  Artillery  and  Cavalry  offloon-how 
shall  be  elected,  appointed  and  commissioned,  in  the  same  ^^ 
manner  as  officers  of  the  Train  Band,  in  the  said  militia 
are  elected,  appointed  and  commissioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  sabjeottothe 
belonging  to  the  said  corps  of  Artillery  and  Cavalry,  shall  USTetrJS'bJESd 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  are  by  *°  ^*  mii»ti*. 
this  act  provided  for  the  Train  Band  in  the  militia  afore- 
said; and  the  several  Companies  belonging  to   the   said 
corps  shall   be  subject  to  the  immediate   orders  of  the 
Major  General  commanding  the  division  within  which  the 
same  shall  be  raised. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  said  Artil- 
lery and  Cavalry  shall  make  return  in  time  and  manner  as 
this  act  directs  for  the  militia  at  large. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  Judges  of  f;^'^5fe"iSIf* 
Probate,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  sheriffs,  elders  and  dea-  ^a>»<*- 
cons  of  churches,  church  wardens,  masters  of  arts,  persons 
who  have  by  commission  under  any  government  or  Con- 
gress, or  by  election  in  pursuance  of  any  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  held  the  office  of  a 
sulmltern  or  officer  of  higher  rank,  persons  while  actually 
employed  as  masters  of  vessels  of  more  than  thirty  tons 
burthen,  constables  and  deputy  sheriffs,  and  also  such 
physicians,  surgeons,  stated  school  masters,  ferrymen 
and  millers,  as  the  Selectmen  of  the  towns  to  which 
they  shall  severally  belong,  shall,  by  a  writing  under 
their  hands,  signify  the  expediency  of  exempting,  shall 
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be,  and  hereby  are  exempted  from  the  Train  Band  afore- 
said. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority/  aforesaid^ 
Persons  exempt  That  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  members  of  the  Council, 

from  the  train-     -,  ixt  /•▼%  •  y    •  ^  r-% 

band  &  alarm.  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives,  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Justices  of 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  selectmen  for  the  time  being, 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  grammar  school  masters,  the 
officers  and  students  of  Harvard  College,  the  denomination 
of  Christians  called  Quakers,  negroes,  Indians  and  mulat- 
toes,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  exempted  from  both  the 
Train  Band  and  Alarm  List  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
'^^oTSfelTwUh  "^^^^  ^^^^  town  within  this  Commonwealth  shall  be  con- 
gun.powder,&c.  stautly  providcd  with  one  barrel  of  gun  powder,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  weight,  three  hundred  weight  of  leaden 
balls  of  various  sizes,  and  three  hundred  flints,  for  every 
sixty  soldiers  in  the  Train  Band,  and  the  same  proportion 
for  any  gi'eater  or  smaller  number. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afroesaid, 
?nS'topr°ov1de-  '^^^^  evcry  town  which  shall  neglect  to  keep  constantly 
provided  with   the  stock  of  ammunition  aforesaid,  shall 
Penalty.  forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum 

How  recovered,  of  Fivc  pouuds,  to  be  recovered  by  presentment  in  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  the  county  to 
which  such  town  shall  belong ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Grand  Jurors  to  make  enquiry  and  cause  to  be  presented 
such  town  or  towns  as  shall  be  guilty  of  such  neglect. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  atithority  aforesaid^ 
?rdS?^7ro*:!i     That  whcnevcr  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  shall 
the  militia—     order  a  detachuicnt   from  the   militia  aforesaid,  and   any 
person  who  shall  be  detached  in  obedience  of  such  orders, 
being  duly  notified  thereof  and  ordered  to  march  to  the 
incaaeof         placc  of  rcndczvous,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  such 
negect.  order,  or  shall  not  within  twenty-four  hours  after  he  shall 

Penalty.  \iix\Q  bccu  notified  as  aforesaid,  pay  a  fine  of  ten  pounds 

to  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  company  to 
which  he  shall  belong,  or  procure  an  able  bodied  man  in 
his  stead,  such  person  shall  be  considered  as  a  soldier  in 
Fineu,  how        such  detachment,  and  be  dealt  with  accordingly;  and  in 
*^^  *  '  all  cases  where  the  said  fine  shall  be  paid,  the  same  shall 

be  applied  to  hiring  men  for  any  service  which  shall  be 
required  of  the  company  under  the  command  of  the  cap- 
tain or  officer  who  shall  receive  the  same. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the   deDonainatioD   of   Christians    called    Quakers,  Qnaken exempt 
although   exempted   by  this  act  from   personal   military  '™"^"'y- 
services,  shall  be  subject  nevertheless  to  pay  their  propor-  to  pay  their 
lion  of  all  expences  for  raising  men  for  the  public  defence  ;  »^^ro  »!>. 
and  the  same  shall  be  assessed  upon  them  by  the  assessors  ^°<^™®°' 
of  the  towns  to  which  they  shall  belong,  according  to  the 
rules  prescribed  by  law  for  making  other  assessments,  and 
shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  are 
collected ;  and  the  money  which  .shall  be  so  collected  shall 
be  paid  into  the  public  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  the  assessors  of  towns  in  which  the  said  Sidi-d? 
assessments  are  by  this  law   required,  shall   within   ten 
days  after  orders  shall  be  received  by  the  military  oflScers 
for  raising  men,  assess  the  same,  and  commit  a  list  or  lists 
thereof  to  some  collector  or  collectors  of  the  town,  with 
sufficient  warrant  to  collect  the  same ;  and  within  twenty 
days  after  such  assessment,  shall  also  make  a  retiMrn  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  specifying  the  sum  or 
sums  by  them  assessed,  and  the  collector  or  collectors  to 
whom  the  assessment  shall  be  committed ;  and  assessors 
and  collectors  shall  perform  the  said  services  under  like 
penalties  for  neglect  as  the  law  provides  in  other  cases. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  ?y"wh!,ra  *""' 
hereby  is  empowered  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  the  appointed. 
office  of  Quarter  Master  General,  who  shall  be  holden  to 
perform  the  duties  incident  to  his  office,  and  shall  receive 
compensation  therefor  upon  exhibiting  his  accounts,  prop- 
erly vouched  and  certified,  to  the  General  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  iyP;h?m ip-*""' 
hereby  is  empowered  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Commissary  for  poini«d. 
each  division  of  the  militia  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  sworn 
to  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and  shall 
be  accountable  to,  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  Commissary 
General  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  all  matters  respecting 
his  office. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  whenever  the  militia,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  officem  and  noi- 
town   within   this   Commonwealth,   shall   be   ordered   to  vided  withi^^ 
march  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this  or  any  of  the  ilrwrffiS'ca^"" 
United  States  of  America,  each  officer  and  soldier  shall 
provide  and  take  with  him  three  days  provisions,  unless  un»e"- 
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Beiectraen  to     Otherwise  ordered  ;  and  the  selectmen  of  such  town  shall 
SaueSdTwtiif'  cause  carriages  to  attend   them   with   further   necessary 
provisione,  &c.  p^Qvisions   jiud    camp  utensils,   and    shall    continue    to 
forward  to  the  Commissary,  or  Deputy  Commissary,  suflS- 
cient  supplies  for  the  men  marched  from  their  respective 
towns,  until  notice  shall  be  given  to  them  by  the  Com- 
missary or  Deputy  Commissary  to  desist. 
ufe^iccouDU  ^      And  the  selectmen  who  shall  so  furnish  supplies,  shall 
^?court^^°*  '*^y  their  accounts  with  proper  certificates  of  the  provi- 
sions supplied   by  them,  and  of  the  expences  incurred 
therefrom,  before  the  General  Court  for  allowance  and 
payment.  March  10^  1785, 

1784.  —  Chapter  56. 

[January  Session,  ch.  SS.] 

ChaV     56  ^N  ^^'^  ^^^  TAKING  AWAY  THE  BENEFIT  OF  CLERGY   IN  ALL 
1  *  CASES  WHATSOEVER.  AND  DIRECTING  ADEQUATE    PUNISH- 

MENT FOR  THE   CRIMES  WHERE   THE   SAME    USED   TO   BE 
ALLOWED. 

Preamble.  WJieveas  the plm  of  benefit  of  clei^gy ^  though  it  teas  origi-- 

nail]/  founded  in  superstition  and  injustice^  yet  by  long 
usage  and  the  humanity  of  criminal  law  is  so  interwoven 
icith  it,  as  to  become  very  essential  in  its  present  system; 
but  forasmuch  as  the  opei^ation  of  it  consists  only  in  the 
mitigation  of  the  punishment  for  those  crimes  where  it  is 
allowed,  which  in  most  cases  operates  very  inadequately 
and  disproportionately,  and  for  which  more  adequate  reme- 
dies may  be  provided: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives,  in    General   Court   assembled,   and  by   the 
Renentof clergy  authority  of  thc  samc.  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
ft?ie?thrpubii.  of  this  law,  the  plea  of  benefit  of  clergy  shall  not  be  used 
oct!*2x^pu  *     or  allowed  in  any  cause  whatsoever,  unless  in  the  prosecu- 
tion for  crimes  committed  before  the  passing  this  act,  for 
which  the  said  plea  of  benefit  of  clergy  would  have  tben 
been  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
rrimc?where'°'  That  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  of  any  crime  wherein 
ihe  same  nwd  by  law  the  plca  of  benefit  of  clergy  was  heretofore  allowed , 
and  for  which,  without  such  benefit  of  clergy,  he  must 
have  been  adjudged  to  sufler  the  pains  of  death,  such  per- 
son shall  be  set  upon  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one 
hour,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  and  the  other  end  thereof 
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cast  over  the  gallows,  pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred pounda^  be  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes, 
and  be  bound  to  the  good  behaviour,  or  suffer  one  or 
more  of  the  above  punishments,  according  to  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offence ;  and  so  often  as  he  shall  be  convicted 
of  the  same  crime,  shall  suffer  the  punishments  above- 
mentioned,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  unless  some  other 
punishment  shall  be,  or  may  have  been  by  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  assigned  for  such  crime,  in  which  case  the 
offender  shall  suffer  as  by  such  law  is  or  shall  be  directed. 

March  11, 1785, 


1784.— Chapter  67. 

[January  SeMlon,  ch.  24.] 


1  RELIEF  OF.  AND  TO  PREVENT  DEBTORS  (JhaV^    57 
TO  PAY  INTEREST  ON  DEBTS  NOW  DUE,     ^  " 


AN    ACT    FOR    THE 

BEING  OBLIGED 
WHERE  A  LEGAL  TENDER  OF  THE  SAME  HAS  BEEN  MADE 
TO  THE  CREDITOR,  BEFORE  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JANUARY, 
ONE  THOUSAND  SpVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SEVEN, 
IN  THE  THEN  CIRCULATING  CURRENCY. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  parsed  the  Preamble. 
ttcentj/'Sixth  day  of  September,  One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dredand  seventy-siXj  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  forging 
and  altei^ing  bills  of  public  credit,  and  for  preventing  the 
depreciation  thereof,  and  for  making  the  bills  of  credit  of 
the  United  Colonies,  and  the  bills  of  this  government  a  ten- 
der, in  all  payments; "  it  was  among  other  clauses  enacted, 
that  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  Colonies,  established 
by  the  American  Congress,  and  the  bills  of  this  government, 
shall  be  received  in  all  payments  within  this  colony;  and  a 
tender  of  the  same  may  be  j>leaded  in  bar  to  any  action 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  money  or  species  of  money,  due 
by  deed  or  simple  contract,  or  in  any  way  or  manner  what- 
ever: 

And  whereas  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the 
sixth  day  o/"  July,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  entitled,  *'  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
interpst  on  the  new  bills  of  credit,  and  fixing  the  rate  at 
which  they  shall  be  received  into  the  treasury,  for  suspend- 
ing the  making  up  judgment  in  civil  causes  for  a  limited 
time^  and  repealing  all  the  laws  heretofore  pasftedfor  mak- 
ing the  said  bills  a  tender; "  the  said  act  o/^ September  the 
twenty^ixth.  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
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Interest  not 
allowed  after 
a  tender  has 
been  made. 


Proviso. 


Tenflers  mude 
after  Jan.  1777, 
directions  in 
this  case. 


was  repealed  to  all  intents  and  purposes ,  and  no  provision 
is  7nade  in  the  said  act  of  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one^  for  the  relief  ff  persons  who  gave  full  credit  to 
the  paper  currency  then  circulating  y  and  received  it  in  all 
payments  without  any  discount^  and  having  tendered  the 
same  to  their  creditors  before  the  first  day  o/*  January,  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven^  it  has  been 
refused  by  the  said  creditor  or  creditors^  and  they  are  now 
liable  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  said  debts  notwithstanding 
the  said  tender,  whereby  many  honest  debtors  will  be  greatly 
injured,  having  sunk  nearly  the  whole  of  the  principal  by 
their  creditors  refusing  to  receive  the  money  at  that  time, 
and  are  now  liable  to  pay  both  principal  and  interest  in 
specie,  which  is  unjust,  and  may  probably  be  the  ruin  of 
many  valuable  members  of  the  community,  if  some  provision 
is  not  made  for  their  relief: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  where  an  action  or  actions  that 
hath  or  shall  be  brought  by  any  person  or  persons  in  any 
Court  of  law  within  this  Commonwealth,  proper  to  try  the 
same,  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  contracted  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  and  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  said 
Court,  that  a  legal  tender  has  been  made  of  the  same, 
before  the  said  first  day  of  January,  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  the  creditor,  that  then  and 
in  all  such  cases  the  Court  before  whom  the  said  cause 
shall  be  tried,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  make  up  judgment  for  the  principal,  and  inter- 
est only  to  the  time  of  the  said  tender  being  made,  and 
not  allow  any  interest  on  the  said  debt  after  the  date  of  the 
said  tender ;  provided  it  was  made  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ; 
and  the  original  defendant  or  defendants  in  any  action 
now  depending  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  either 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  Commonwealth, 
when  a  tender  has  been  made  as  aforesaid,  may  plead  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  if  the  said  action  had  been  com- 
menced after  the  passing  this  act,  and  no  continuance  or 
appeal  had  taken  place. 

And  be  it  firther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  cai?e  a  tender  was  made  at  any  time  since  the  first 
day  of  January,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
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seven,  or  at  any  time,  to  executors,  administrators, 
agents,  attornies,  or  to  any  other  persons  acting  in  trust, 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  in  such  case  are 
directed  by  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
for  establishing  a  rule  of  depreciation. 

March  11, 1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  68. 

[Janaary  Sesflion,  ch.  25.] 
AN  ACT   AGAINST  ARSON,  AND  OTHER  MALICIOUS  BURNING.     fJf^Qfp     58 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
tlie  same.  That  if  any  person,  between  sun  setting  and  sun  Burning  dwciu 
rising,  wilfully  and  maliciously  shall  burn  the  dwelling  SSili^dSJiKS 
house  of  another,  or  any  out  building  adjoining  thereto,  '^'^^y- 
or  any  other  building  by  means  of  which  a  dwelling  house 
shall  be  burnt,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  such  otTender 
shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  the 
pains  of  death. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously,  between  panubment 
sun  rising  and  sun  setting,  burn  the  dwelling  house  of  SdoJe^beuJTen 
another,  or  any  out  building  adjoining  thereto,  or  any  JuSilTtu^g'"** 
other  building  by  means  of  which  a  dwelling  house  shall 
be  burnt;  or  that  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously,  by  night 
or  by  day,  burn  any  l»arn,  warehouse,  shop,  mill,  malt 
house,  out  house,  any  public  building,  or  other  building 
whatsoever,  or  any  ship  or  other  vessel  laying  within  the 
body  of  the  county,  and  be  thereof  convicted  before  the 
Justices  of  the  Supi  eme  Judicial  Court,  such  offender  shall 
be  sentenced  to  hard  labour  for  term  of  life  or  years,  be 
set  in  the  pillory  at  one  or  more  times  or  places,  not 
exceeding  three,  be  whipped  at  one  or  more  times  or 
places,  not  exceeding  four  times,  be  imprisoned,  bound  to 
the  good  behaviour,  or  fined,  or  to  any  or  all  of  these 
punishments,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of 
the  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  burn  any  puniBhraent  for 
stacks  of  corn,  hay,  grain,  straw,  corn  stalks,  flax,  fences,  Sg'"ta?kB"o7" 
piles  of  wood,  boards  or  other  lumber,  and  be  thereof  con-  ^^^'  *'*'"'  ^'^' 
victed  as  aforesaid,  such  offender  shall  be  sentenced  to  be 
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whipped,  fined,  stand  in  the  pillory,  to  be  confined  to  hard 
labour,  and  be  bound  to  the  good  behaviour,  or  to  all  or 
any  of  them,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of 
the  offence. 

And  be  it  furthei*  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Sle^Sng  flSTto*  That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  make  a 
■oil,  grass,  &c.  gj.^  ^j^jj  design  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  soil,  grass, 
trees,  poles  or  under  brush  of  any  other,  or  shall  wilfully 
and  maliciously  suffer  any  fire  so  to  communicate,  as  that 
by  means  thereof  damage  to  the  amount  of  Tenpounds  shall 
be  done  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  soil  on  which  such 
damage  is  done,  and  be  thereof  convicted  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  be  sentenced  to  be  fined,  imprisoned,  confined  to  hard 
labour,  or  bound  to  the  good  behaviour,  or  to  all  or  either ' 
of  the  said  punishments,  according  to  the  nature  and 
aggravation  of  the  oflence.  March  11^  1785. 


1784.  —  Chapter  59. 

[January  SeMlon,  ch.  26.] 

Chan    5Q  ^N  ACT  in  addftion  to  an  act  prescribing  forms  of 

^  WRITS   IN   CIVIL   CAUSES,    AND   DIRECTING   THE    MODE    OF 

PROCEEDING  THEREIN. 

Preamble.  Wheveos  ill  the  form  of  executions  in  civil   causes^ 

prescribed  in  the  said  act^  no  provision  is  made  for 
ascertaining  the  times  at  which  the  said  executions  are  to 
be  returned: 

Therefore^  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 

Kiocmiona,       authority  of  the  same^  That  all  executions  issued  upon  any 
arna  e.  j^jg^j^j^^  Jq  ^jyii  causcs,  shall  bc  made  returaable  at  such 
times  as  are  provided  by  the  several  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, any  thing  in  the  said  form  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. , 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  all 

Those  usnedaf.  cases  wherc  a  writ  of  execution  shall  issue  after  the  first 

howM^JJJJIdV  day  of  May  next,  there  shall  be  expressed  therein  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  the  same  shall  be  returnable. 

Proviso.  Provided  neverthdessj  That  all  executions  already  issued 

since  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  or  which  may  be  issued 
within  thirty  days  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  agree- 
able to  the  said  form,  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  the  law, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes.  March  14^  1785. 
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1784.  — Chapter  60. 

[  Jftnoary  Bewlon,  oh.  27.] 

AN    ACT    FOR  EMPOWERING  AND  COMMISSIONING  AGENTS.   IN  Chup.    60 
BEHALF  OP  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  TO  -^* 

CONDUCT  AND   PROSECUTE  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THE  SAID  COM- 
MONWEALTH TO  CERTAIN  LANDS  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  the  claims  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu-  Preamble. 
setts  to  certain  lands  described  in  the  petition  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  said  Commonwealth  to  Congress ^  dated  (he 
twenly^seventh  day  of  May,  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four y  are  controverted  and  disputed  by  the  State 
of  Hew  York,  ybr  the  hearing  and  determination  of  which 
controversy  and  dispute^  a  Court  hath  been  mutually 
agreed  to^  and  rightfully  constituted  and  appointed^  which 
Court  is  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  nexty 
at  which  time  the  appearance  of  agents  in  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth  aforesaid ^  will  be  absolutely  necessary: 
And  whereas  John  Lowell,  James  Sullivan,  and  Theoph- 
ilus  Parsons,  EsqWs.  have  been  duly  appointed  by  this 
Courty  agents  for  prosecuting  the  claims  aforesaid: 

Be  it  therefore   enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
liepreseniatives  in  General  Court  asseinbled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  the  said  John  Lowell,  James  Agents  em- 
Sullivan y  and  Theophilus  Parsons ^  or  either  of  them,  be,  wniitii%To^ 
and  they  hereby  are  invested  with  lull  power  and  author-  «««»« claim.. 
ity ,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusettSy  to  appear  at  the  aforesaid  Court,  whensoever  and 
wheresoever  the  same  shall  be  holden ;  and  at  the  same 
Court,  to  conduct  and  prosecute  the  claims  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  the  lands  aforesaid,  to  final  judgment  and 
letermination  in  such  legal  and  regular  methods  as  they 
may  find  most  beneficial  to  the  rights  of  this  Common- 
wealth :  And  the  agents  aforesaid,  or  either  of  them,  are  impoweredto 
hereby  further  empowered  (if  they  shall  judge  it  will  be  •"P^^y  «»'»°-«'- 
for  the  interest  of  this  Commonwealth)  to  employ  Doctor 
Samuel  William  Johnson ^  of  Connecticut ,  (or  if  by  reason 
of  his  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  accident  he  shall  be 
unable  to  attend,  in  that  case  they  may  appoint  another 
person  learned  in  the  law,  if  they  shall  think  fit)  as  coun- 
sel with  them  in  the  business  aforesaid ;  and  further,  to 
sufier  and  do  any  other  matter  and  thing  necessary  to  the 
obtaining  a  just  and  legal  determination  and  settlement 
of  the  dispute  and  controversy  aforesaid. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Se^deTiveJedto^  That  commissions  in  due  form  of  law  shall  pass  the  seal 

theagenta.        of  the  Said  Commonwcalth,  manifesting  and  declaring  the 

power  and  authority  aforesaid,  and  be  delivered  to  the 

several  agents  aforesaid,  previous  to  their  appearance  at 

the  said  Court.  March  14, 1785. 


1784.  — Chapter  61, 

[January  Beatlon,  ch.  28.] 

Chan     fil   ^N   ^^  '^^  AUTHORIZE  THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE    CERTIFI- 
\jt9,ll£f.    VA  GATES   IN   CERTAIN   CASES. 


Preamble. 


TreaAQrer  di- 
rected to  issue 
certiflcatea. 


Proyiso. 


Form  of  the 
certiflcate. 


GATES  IN  CERTAIN  CASES. 

Whereas  the  payment  of  the  amiy  notes  issued  pursuant 
to  an  act  passed  the  fifth  day  of  July,  Anno  Domini,  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  will  be  inconven- 
ient, if  not  impracticable,  in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
tax  act  of  the  ninth  of  July  last:  And  whereas  issuing 
certificates  in  lieu  of  the  said  notes,  may  tend  to  expedite 
the  payment  of  the  said  tax  by  a  reciprocal  exchange  of 
property  between  individuals,  in  a  manner  consistent  with 
justice : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed,  to  issue  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  apply  for  the  same,  certificates  of  such  denominations 
as  he  shall  judge  will  best  answer  the  end  by  this  act  pro- 
posed. 

Provided  nevei-theless.  That  no  certificate  shall  be  issued 
as  aforesaid  for  a  less  sum  than  Three  pounds,  in  discharge 
of  the  army  notes  (so  called)  which  are  payable  in  the 
years  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  the  payment 
of  which  is  provided  for  in  the  said  tax  act,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  viz. 

Treasurer's  Office,  Boston,  178    No. 

Pursuant  to  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth  I  do  hereby 
certify,  that  there  is  due  to  or  bearer  the  sum  of 

and  this  certificate  shall  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  State  Tax  granted  in  July,  One  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four,  equal  to  the  same  sum  in  silver  and 
gold.  T.  I.  Treasurer. 
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And  be  it  enacted  by  the  aviharity  aforesaid^  That  the  Directed  to 
Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  procure  a  JrinuS*.  S?'** 
sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  form  aforesaid,  printed 
in  books,  and  to  enter  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose 
favor  the  certificate  is  filled  up,  with  the  date,  number 
and  amount  of  the  same,  in  the  margin  of  each  certificate, 
which  margin  shall  be  kept  in  the  Treasurer's  office. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  certificates  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  Receivable  for 
received  in  payment  of  the  State  Tax  granted  in  July^  One  ****** 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  equal  to  the 
same  sum  i#  silver  or  gold ;  and  in  payment  for  land 
belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  notes  for  which  the  said  certificates  shall  be  given 
might  have  been  received. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  counterfeit,  forge,  or  fraudulently  Penalty  for 
alter  any  of  the  certificates  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  liable  '®'**''^' 
and  subject  to  like  pains  and  penalties  as  are  provided 
in  case  of  counterfeiting,  forging,  or  altering  any  of  the 
government  securities  or  notes  heretofore  issued  by  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth.  March  14^  1785. 


1784.  — Chapter  62. 

[January  Session,  eh.  29.] 

AN    ACT    FOE   OPENING   SLUICE    WAYS  IN    THE   MILL   DAM  OR  Char)     62 
DAMS    WHICH    HAVE  OR    MAY   BE    ERECTED  ON   PRBSUMP-  ^* 

SCOT  RIVER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  AND  UPON 
ANY  STREAM  OR  STREAMS  WHICH  FALL  INTO  THE  SAME 
RIVER. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court j  that  the  people  who  prwimwe. 
live  in  the  neiffhbmirhood  of  Presumpscut  River,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  have  heretofore^  and  still  may 
derive  extensive  benefits  from  the  fishery  on  the  said  rivei\ 
and  streams  which  fall  into  the  sa7ne^  unless  prevented  by 
the  mill  dams  which  have  or  may  be  erected  across  the  said 
river  and  streams^  the  increase  or  even  continuance  of  which  ^ 
unregulated^  for  any  considerable  length  of  time^  must 
inevitably  destroy  the  anniud  course  of  the  fish  up  the  said 
river:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives  in  Genei'ol  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  J  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  coartof  see 
for  the  said  county  of  Cumberland^  be,  and  they  are,  Jl^'to"pJ,oini 
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ft  eommiitee 
annnftlly. 

Their  dnty. 


To  be  iwom. 


Owner*  of  milli 
neglecting  to 
open  ilulce- 
ways. 


Forfeiture. 


How  recovered. 


Forfeiture!, 
how  applied. 


Committee,  by 
whom  compen- 
sated. 


hereby  authorized  and  directed,  annually,  to  appoint  a 
committee  consisting  of  three  indiflerent  and  discreet  per- 
sons, within  the  same  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
take  effectual  care  that  sufficient  sluice  ways  be  annual  1}' 
opened  in  all  mill  dams  erected,  or  that  may  be  erected 
across  the  said  river  or  streams,  in  order  that  the  fish 
may  not  be  obstructed  in  their  passage  up  the  same  ;  and 
that  the  said  sluice  ways  be  annually  kept  open  during 
the  season  in  which  salmon,  shad  and  alewives  usually 
pass  up  the  said  river;  which  committee,  so  appointed, 
shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  them  by  this  act,  before  they  profted  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  same  duties. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  where  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such  mill  or  mills 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  open  or  continue  open  any  such 
sluice  way  or  ways  in  their  mill  dams  respectively,  in 
every  such  case  the  said  committee,  or  any  two  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  done  as  speedily  as  may  be ;  and  the  owner  or 
owners  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  upon  notice  given  them, 
or  any  of  them,  by  the  said  committee,  or  any  two  of 
them,  for  that  purpose,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal 
to  the  reasonable  expence  of  opening  and  continuing  open 
any  such  sluice  way  or  ways,  with  the  addition  of  fifty 
per  cent,  thereto ;  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recovered  by 
the  said  committee  by  action  of  the  case,  to  be  by  them 
instituted  and  pursued  to  final  judgment  and  execution  in 
their  capacity  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  so  much  of  the  monies  recovered  from  time  to  time 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessary  expences  of 
opening,  and  continuing  open  as  aforesaid,  the  same 
sluice  ways,  shall  by  the  said  committee  be  applied  to 
that  purpose,  and  the  overplus  accruing  by  such  forfeit- 
ures the  said  committee  shall  be  accountable  for  to  the 
several  incorporated  towns  hereinafter  mentioned. 

And  it  iff  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  committee  shall  have  such  reasonable  com- 
pensation made  them  from  time  to  time,  for  their  expences 
and  services  arising  and  performed  pursuant  to  this  act, 
by  the  several  towns  no»v  incorporated,  or  that  may  be 
incorporated,  m  equal  proportion  as  do  or  shall  stand  in 
the  last  preceding  State  Tax  Act,  and  which  towns  adjoin 
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the  same  river,  as  the  said  Court  may  think  proper  to 
allow ;  and  that  if  any  of  the  said  incorporated  towns 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  sums 
that  may  be  due  to  the  said  committee,  from  time  to  time, 
for  their  expences  and  services  aforesaid,  in  every  such 
case  the  same  committee  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered,  if  they  see  fit,  to  recover  by  legal 
process  the  whole  sum  that  may  be  due  to  them  from  any 
one  of  the  said  towns  which  shall  so  neglect  or  refuse. 

And  il  is  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  there  shall  be  more  than  one  mill  supplied  J^^oiS^iiii 
with   water  by  any  one  dam  erected,  or   that  may   be  wppiied  by  any 
erected  as  aforesaid,  in  every  such  case,  the  expence  of  DeSoe*how 
opening  and  continuing  open  sluice  ways  in  such  dam,     "*' 
shall   l>e   borne   by  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  mills 
respectively,  in  proportion  to  the  interest  which  they  may 
respectively  have  therein. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  Enoch  Freeman  and  Daniel  Davis,  Esq'rs.  Justices  p^JJJfJJitbo?.* 
of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  quorum  unus,  be,  and  ixed  to  appoint 
they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  to^coDutUSe  uu' 
such  committee  as  is  hereinbefore  mentioned,  who  shall  counof  Bei- 
continue  in  office  until  the  next  Court  of  General  Sessions  ■*^"'- 
of  the  Peace  for  the  same  county ;  and  during  that  time 
the  said  committee  shall  perform  the  duties,  be  vested 
with  the  powers,  and  entitled  to  the  compensation  herein 
Iiefore  granted  to  such  committees  by  this  act. 

Mard^  14,  1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  63. 

[January  Seaaion,  ch.  82.] 

AN  ACT  PROVIDING  A  PLACE  OF  CONFINEMENT  FOB  THIEVES  ChaV     63 
AND  OTHER  CONVICTS  TO  HARD  LABOUR.  ^' 

Whereas  it  has  become  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Preamble. 
industrious  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  provide 
some  place,  other  than  common  goals,  for  the  reception  and 
confinement  to    hard  labour  of  persons  convicted  of  lnr~ 
cenies,  and  other  infamous  crimes: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authtyrity  of  the  same.  That  the  island  within  the  harbour  pi»ceofconflne- 
of  Boston,  commonly  called  Castle  Island,  shall  be  a  place  SrcoSv^cto.**** 
for  the  reception  and  secure  confinement  of  all  such  per- 
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How  disciplined. 


PeraoDi  sen- 
tenoed  to  con- 
flnernant,  how 
conveyed. 


Expenoe,  how 
borne. 


Officer!  of  the 
fiarrlaon,  their 
duty. 


Convicts  escap- 
ing or  atterapt- 
iDK  to  escape, 
K:c.  how  pun- 
ished. 


Their  allowance 


In  case  of  neg- 
lect In  perform 
lug  stints,  bow 
corrected. 


SODS  as  shall  be  sentenced  to  confinement  and  hard  labour 
for  the  term  of  their  natural  lives,  or  for  any  shorter 
space  of  time,  pursuant  to  any  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;  and  that  when  any  person  shall  be  sentenced  to 
confinement  and  hard  labor  as  aforesaid,  by  any  Court  of 
Justice  within  this  Commonwealth,  for  any  space  of  time, 
such  person  shall  be  sent  to  the  said  island,  and  be 
securely  kept,  and  be  under  the  discipline  and  command 
of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  there,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  such  convict  was  under  voluntary  inlistment  to  serve 
in  the  same  garrison  for  the  same  space  of  time. 

A7id  be  it  enacted^  That  whenever  any  person  shall  be 
sentenced  to  confinement  as  aforesaid,  a  warrant  shall  be 
made  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  before  whom  the  convic- 
tion shall  be,  signed  by  the  clerk  thereof,  and  directed  to 
some  proper  officer,  to  convey  the  said  convicted  person 
to  the  said  island ;  and  in  all  such  cases,  the  expence 
thereof  shall  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury ;  and  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  Council,  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  his  warrant  therefor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  military  commander 
and  other  officers  of  the  same  garrison  shall  receive  all 
such  convicts  as  shall  be  sent  to  them  as  aforesaid,  and  it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  keep  them  securely,  according  to 
their  best  discretion. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of  those  convicts 
shall  escape  or  attempt  to  escape  from  the  said  island,  or 
shall  be  guilty  of  any  mutiny  or  disobedience  of  orders, 
the  person  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to  trial  by  court 
mailial,  and  besides  suffering  confinement  as  aforesaid 
double  the  time  lost  by  escape,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
punishment  as  is  or  shall  be  provided  for  the  government 
of  the  troops  stationed  there. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  those  convicts  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  watch,  ward  or  perform  any  garrison  or 
military  duty,  save  only  fatigue  work ;  shall  not  be 
allowed  any  spirituous  liquors,  save  only  in  case  of  sick- 
ness ;  shall  be  allowed  only  moderate  and  ordinary 
rations  ;  and  in  case  of  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform 
such  reasonable  stint  of  hard  labor  as  shall  be  assigned  to 
them,  they  shall  be  abridged  of  those  rations  until  they 
have  performed  the  same ;  and  otherwise  furthSr  cor- 
rected, according  to  the  discretion  of  the  three  first  com- 
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mission  o£Scers  present  of  the  said  garrison  ;  Provided  as 
aforesaid^  the  punishment  for  the  said  offence  doth  in  no 
instance  amount  to  the  deprivation  of  life  or  member. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the   said  commander  2Sd*"hw  Sm. 
and   other  officers   of  the   said  garrison,    shall,  at  the  oen  to  appoint 
expence  of  government,  procure   some  suitable  person,  "»°^®"~'- 
whom  they  may  displace,  and  api)oint  another  in  his  room 
as  often  as  they  think  proper,  to  be  a  constant  overseer 
of  those  convicts ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  over-  nuduty. 
seer,  during  the  time  such  convicts  are  sentenced  to  be 
confined  there,  to  keep  them  to  such  hard  labour  and  ser- 
vice as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  commander  of  the  said  gar- 
rison, for  repairing  and  strengthening   the  fortifications 
there,    picking   oakum,  making   nails,   or  to   any   hard 
labour  that  the  General  Court  or  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil   may  hereafter  order,  for  defraying  the  charge  and 
expence  of  keeping  and  maintaining  them  in  confinement 
as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Commissary  General  g^Je'SiitoTup. 
shall  from  time  to  time  supply  the  said  overseer  with  py^^^of^'JSJ' 
materials,  tools  and  implements  necessary  for  employing 
those  convicts  at  their  labor ;  and  the  said  overseer  shall 
keep  a  distinct  and  fair  account  of  the  same,  with  a  fair 
account  of  all  their  earnings  ;  and  shall  from  time  to  time 
deliver  to  the  said  Commissary  the  produce  of  those  mate- 
rials, and  once  every  year  at  least,  or  oftener  if  required, 
render  a  full  and  perfect  account  of  all  the  materials,  tools 
and  implements  supplied,  and  the  produce  thereof,  to  the 
Commissary  General,  who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the 
General  Court  for  their  allowance  and  approbation. 

And  in  order  that  the  number  and  state  of  the  convicts 
confined  as  aforesaid,  may  from  time  to  time  be  fully 
known  : 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commanding  officer  at  commancung^  ^ 
the  Castle  shall  keep  a  true  and  regular  kalendar  of  the  ^^^^^^"^  **' 
convicts  sentenced  and  committed  to  hard  labor  on  the 
said  island  as  aforesaid,  the  time  of  their  commitment, 
by  what  Court  committed,  for  what  term  of  time,  and  at 
what  time  they  are  liberated  or  have  escaped ;  and  shall 
at  the  opening  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  from  time  to  time,  make  a  true  return 
in  writing  to  the  Justices  of  the  same  Court,  of  all  the 
comimtments,  terms  and  liberations  as  above  described, 
that  have  taken  place  since  the  last  return,  and  of  the  con- 
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Officers  or  over- 
seer conDlvlng 
at  or  per  mi  ting 
escapes. 


Penalty. 


Non-commifl- 
sloDed  officers 
or  privates 
conniving  at 
escapes. 


Punishment. 


Issuing  commis- 
sary to  allow 
one  ration  per 
day. 

Persons  taking 
up  convicts  who 
escape. 


Bounty. 


Convicts,  how 
cloathed. 


victs  then  in  his  custody,  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  such 
sum  as  shall  be  set  upon  him  by  the  said  Court,  not 
exceeding  the  sura  of  Thirty  pounds. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  the  commanding  offi- 
cer or  other  officer  of  that  garrison,  or  overseer  by  them 
appointed,  shall  connive  at,  negligently  or  voluntarily 
suffer  or  permit  any  escape  of  any  of  those  convicts  from 
their  confinement,  during  the  term  they  are  sentenced  to 
hard  labour,  and  be  thereof  convicted  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  he  shall  be  adjudged  incapable  of  sustain- 
ing any  office  under  this  government,  and  be  fined  not 
exceeding  One  hundred  pounds^  and  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  all  or  any  of  those  punish- 
ments, according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  his 
offence. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  private  soldier  shall  connive  at,  negli- 
gently or  voluntarily  suffer  or  permit  any  escape  of  any 
of  those  convicts  from  their  confinement,  during  the  term 
they  are  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  he  shall  suffer  such  pun- 
ishment as  is  provided  in  case  of  desertion,  according  to 
the  discretion  of  the  court  martial  before  whom  he  shall 
be  tried. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  issuing  commissary 
at  the  said  garrison  shall  deliver  over  to  the  said  overseer 
one  ration  a  day  for  each  of  those  convicts.  And  further^ 
that  any  person  who  shall  take  up  any  of  thosQ  convicts 
who  shall  escape  before  their  term  is  expired,  from  that 
garrison,  and  return  him  or  then!  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer thereof,  shall  receive  reasonable  pay  for  all  his  time 
and  expences,  and  also  a  bounty  oi  forty  shillings^  by 
wari'ant  from  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  on 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  to  the  end  such  convicts  may  be  fully  known  ^  and 
to  prevent  any  person  from  purchasing  their  cloathing : 

Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  each  of  those  convicts  who 
shall  be  sentenced  to  such  confinement  for  twelve  months, 
or  more,  before  he  is  carried  on  to  the  said  island,  shall 
receive  of  the  Commissary  General,  a  coat,  jacket  and 
breeches,  as  a  badge  of  infamy,  in  lieu  of  his  old  ones,  and 
as  often  thereafter  as  it  shall  be  adjudged  necessary  by 
the  commander  of  the  garrison,  each  of  which  stall  be 
made  half  of  cloth  of  one  color,  and  the  other  half  of  cloth 
of  a  distinct  different  color ;  and  the  said  convict  shall  not 
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be  allowed  to  wear  any  other  coat,  jacket  or  breeches, 
during  the  tenn  of  his  confinement  there  ;  and  at  the  cxpira-  ' 
tion  of  the  said  term,  where  such  confinement  is  for  twelve 
months,  or  any  term  of  years,  he  shall  leave  the  cloathing 
received  as  aforesaid,  with  the  Commissary  General,  who 
shall  return  to  him  his  former  cloathing  again. 

And  be  it  furthei'  enacted,  That  if  any  convict  shall  at  fjU^jJlSSS")  ^""^ 
any  time  exchange  the  cloathing  received  as  aforesaid,  or  ^f,'*~{J"«J' 
shall  destroy  or  dispose  of  the  same,  he  shall  be  liable  to  cioJSing.^ 
such  coipoi-al  punishment  as  the  said  commander  shall 
order,  not  extending  to  life  or  member,  and  if  any  person 
shall  buy  or  receive  of  any  such  convict  his  said  cloathing, 
or  any  part  thereof,   and   be   thereof  convicted   in  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  such  offender  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  ten  pounds,  and  if  he  or  she  shall  be  unable  to  pa}"^ 
the  same,  such  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  same  island,  for  a  space  of  time  not  exceeding 
six  months,  and  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  punishments 
and  discipline  as  the  person  was  from  whom  he  shall  receive 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall  assist  J]J,JJS"of  wwiat- 
any  such  convict  to  escape  from  the  said  island,  or  shall  ing convict*  to 
harbour,  conceal  or  receive  any  such  convict,  or  yield  him  ****^' 
any  comfort  or  assistance,  knowing  him  to  be  such,  the 
[)erson  so  offending  being  thereof  duly  convicted  in  either 
of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  shall,  at   the  discretion  of  the  P«mi«i"ncnt, 
Court  before  whom  the  conviction  may  be,  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  the  sum  oi  Fifty  pounds ;  and  if  he  or  she  shall 
l)e  unable  to  pay  the  said  fine,  such  person  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  serve  on  the  said  island  in  manner  aforesaid,  and 
under  the  regulations  and  discipline  of  the  garrison,  as 
before  mentioned. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  no  female  shall  be  sentenced  to  confine-  ^n[j™*'|{2^ 
ment  in  the  garrison  aforesaid,  until  some  meet  and  suit-  coDaDement  in 
able  place  shall  be  provided,  to  keep  them  separate  from  onuf*'*^^" 
the  male  convicts  to  be  there  confined,  until  which  time 
all  females  convicted  of  any  of  the  offences  for  which  con- 
finement shall  be  directed  as  the  punishment,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  the  Court  before  whom  the  conviction  may  be, 
shall  substitute  such  other  corporal  or  infamous  punish- 
ment as  shall  in  their  opinion  ap{)ear  just  and  reasonable, 
according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  oflences : 
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Provided,  that  no  punishments  shall  bo  inflicted  but  such 
jis  have  been  known  and  accustomed  at  common  law. 

March  14,  1785. 
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[January  Seesion,  cb.  30.] 

g4  AN  ACT  EMPOWERING  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  SUCH  TOWNS  IN 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH  AS  ARE  ALREADY,  OR  MAY  HERE- 
AFTER BE  PROVIDED  WITH  A  FIRE  ENGINE  OR  ENGINES, 
TO   NOMINATE  AND  APPOINT  ENGINE  MEN. 

Whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  presei^vation  of 
life  and  property,  that  provision  be  made  to  extinguish 
fires;  and  the  method  of  selecting  suitable  persons  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  in  repair  and  working  fire  engines  in 
such  towns  as  are  provided  therewith,  hath  been  productive 
of  good  consequences : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
liepresentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Selectmen  of  such  towns 
in  this  Commonwealth  as  are  provided  with  a  fire  engine 
or  engines,  or  who  may  in  future  be  provided  with  a  fire 
engine  or  engines,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  empowered,  if 
they  shall  judge  it  expedient,  to  nominate  and  appoint  a 
number  of  suitable  persons  for  engine  men  as  soon  as  may 
be,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  ever  after  in  the 
month  of  January,  annually,  not  exceeding  eighteen  to 
any  one  engine,  which  engine  men  who  may  be  nominated 
and  appointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  meet  together  some- 
time in  the  month  of  May,  annually,  for  the  purpose  of 
chusing  a  master  or  director  of  the  said  engine,  and  estab- 
lishing such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  well  ordering  of 
the  said  company,  as  the  Selectmen  of  such  town  shall 
judge  necessary  and  approve ;  provided,  the  same  be  not 
repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
respective  companies  of  engine  men,  who  may  be  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  held 
and  obliged  to  meet  together  once  at  least  in  each  month, 
and  oftener  if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
state  of  the  engine  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  append- 


ages  belonging  to  the   same,  and 


that  the  said 
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engine  is  in  good  repair,  and  ready  to  proceed  on  any 
emergency  to  the  relief  of  any  part  of  the  community  who 
may  be  invaded  by  the  cahimity  of  fire ;  and  the  said 
engine  men  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  and 
obliged  to  go  forward,  either  by  night  or  by  day,  and  use 
their  best  endeavours  to  extinguish  any  fire  that  may 
happen  in  the  same  town,  or  the  vicinity  thereof,  (under 
the  direction  of  the  fire  wards  in  the  same  town)  as  shall 
come  to  their  knowledge,  without  delay. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  per-  Bxcuwd  from 
sons  who  may  be  nominated  and  appointed  engine  men,  ™"'^*'y  **"^y' 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
excused  from  all  military  duty. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  axithority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  Ponwn*  negii- 
person  who  being  nominated  and  appointed  in  manner  ff  du*"©*,  uTbT 
hereinljefore   directed,  shall  be   negligent  and  remiss  in  ***•?'•****• 
the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  except  sickness  or 
any  other  disability  shall  prevent  him  therefrom,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Selectmen  in  the  same  town,  upon  suffi- 
cient evidence  thereof,  to  strike  his  name  from  such  list, 
and  proceed  to  appoint  another  person  as  an  engine  man 
in  his  room,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  hereinbefore 
empowered  to  do  in  the  month  of  January^  annually. 

March  15, 1785. 

1784.  —  Chapter  65. 

[Janiury  SeMlon,  ch.  31.] 

AN   ACT    AGAINST   ACCESSARIES   TO   CRIMES   AND   FELONIOUS  (Jhap.   65 
ASSAULTERS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  if  any  person  shall  aid,  assist,  abet,  coun-  punishment  for 
sel,  hire,  command  or  procure  any  person  to  commit  the  JigpSt^^in*" 
crime  of  murder  or  rape,  sodomy,  arson,  robbery  or  burg-  S?iJder"&S. 
lary,  he  is,  and  shall  be  considered  as  an  accessary  before 
the  fact  to  the  principal  offender  or  offenders,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  the  like  punishment  as  is  by 
law  assigned  for  the  crime  to  the  commission  of  which  he 
shall  be  so  accessary. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  whosoever  shall  knowingly  receive,   harljour,  con-  Puni«.iimont  for 

,  •     J.    •  "A  !•  harbouring  or 

ceal,  maintain,  assist,  or  relieve  any  person  or   persons  concealing Buch 
who  have  committed  any  of  the  crimes  befo renamed,  he  ^»^*"****^- 
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is,  and  shall  be  considered  as  an  accessary  after  the  fact, 
and  being  convicted  thereof,  he  shall  be  punished  by  set- 
ting on  the  gallows  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope 
about  his  neck,  and  the  other  end  thereof  thrown  over 
the  gallows,  by  tine,  imprisonment,  by  setting  in  the 
pillory,  by  confinement  to  hard  labour,  and  binding 
to  the  good  behaviour,  or  to  one  or  more  of  these  pun- 
ishments, according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the 
offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
Te^oi'SSi^M/'''  That  whosoever  shalKmake  an  assault  with  an  intent  to 
sauiien.  commit  murdcr,  rape   or  sodomy,  and  be  thereof  con- 

victed, shall  be  sentenced  to  be  set  on  the  gallows  with  a 
rope  about  his  or  her  neck,  and  the  other  end  thereof  cast 
over  the  gallows,  to  be  set  in  the  pillory  at  one  or  more 
times  or  places,  not  exceeding  three,  to  be  whipped  not 
exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  be  fined,  suflfer  imprison- 
ment, and  binding  to  the  good  behaviour,  or  to  any  one 
or  more  of  these  punishments,  according  to  the  nature 
and  aggravation  of  the  offence.  Mardi  15^  1785, 
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[January  BesBion,  ch.  S3.] 

Chap.  66  AN  ACT  FOR  the  punishing  and  preventing  of  larcenies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
^h  n'^™*"'  'or  same^  That  whoever  shall  feloniously  steal  any  money, 
goods  or  chattels,  any  note  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  payment  of  money,  any  note  or  certifi- 
cate of  any  bank  or  any  public  office,  securing  the  payment 
of  money  to  any  person,  or  certifying  that  the  same  is 
due,  any  order  entitling  any  person  to  money,  any  bill  of 
exchange,  bond,  obligation,  warrant,  bill,  or  promissory 
note  of  hand  for  the  payment  of  money  or  any  valuable 
property,  any  record  of  process  belonging  to  any  Court 
of  Justice,  or  to  any  public  office,  any  book  of  account, 
receipts  of  money,  or  other  article  paid  or  delivered, 
adjustments  and  documents  of  any  kind  relating  to  the 
payment  of  money  or  other  article,  any  indenture  of 
ap{)renticeship,  deed,  covenant,  indenture  or  assurance 
respecting  any  property,  real  or  personal,  and  be  thereof 
convicted,  every  such  offender  shall  be  punished  by  fine 
or  whipping,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court  before  whom 
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the  same  shall  bo  tried,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  Oiie  hun- 
dred pounds^  or  thirty-nine  stripes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  author  it  y  afttresaid^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  of  feloniously  steal-  J^eted°of  .tSii. 
ing  any  of  the  ])eforementioned  articles  from  the  person  of  *"/JJ°*;,^J 
another,  whether  privily  and  without  his  knowledge,  or  other,  bow 
openly  and  avowedly  before  his  face,  he  shall  be  deemed  p""*'**®**- 
guilty  of  an  higher  species  of  larceny,  and  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  whipping,  as  aforesaid,  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding 
One  hundred  and  fifty  poundf^^  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court 
before  whom  the  conviction  shall  be. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  of  the  crime  of  theft,  JletS"oMheft, 
beside  the  punishment  of  line  or  whipping,  as  aforesaid,  to  forfeit  treble 
he  shall  be  sentenced  to   forfeit  treble  the  value  of  the    *"*■*"• 
goods  or  other  articles  stolen,  to  the  owner  thereof;  any 
of  the  articles  stolen  being  returned  to  be  accounted  part, 
according  to  their  value.     And  if  any  such  offender  be  if  unabip.how 
unable  to  make  restitution  or  pay  such  treble  damages,  **** 
the  Justices  of  the  Court  before  whom  such  conviction  is, 
may  further  sentence  him  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  per- 
son from  whom  such  articles  were  stolen,  by  service,  and 
he  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  to  dispose  of  the 
said  convict  in  service,  to  any  person  whomsoever,  for 
such  term  of  time  as  shall  be  assigned  by  the  same  Jus- 
tices ;  or  they  may  sentence  the  said  convict  to  hard  labour 
for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding  three  years,  to  take  place 
if  the  owner  of  the  articles  stolen  doth  not  sell  such  con- 
vict in  thirty  days  after  a  sentence  therefor. 

And  be  it  firfher  enacted^  That  every  Justice  of  the  JuBUcos^oMhe 
Peace  in  the  county  where  such  offence  is  committed,  is  ised  to  deter-' 
hereby   authorised   to   hear   and    determine   all    oilcnces  *"*"«  o*f«»°®«- 
against  this  law,  provided  that  the  treble  value   of  the  Proviao. 
property  stolen  exceed  not  the  sum  of  Forty  shillinfjSy  and 
may  sentence  such  offender  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  Forty  shillings^  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  twenty  days,  and  to  make  satisfaction  as  above 
is  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when'  any  person  shall  L^STupTa 
be  apprehended  upon  a  charge  of  the  said  crime  of  theft,  Jna^^SdrnitSd^to 
and  be  admitted  to  bail,  he  shall  not  only  recognize  to  the  baii,  — what 
Commonwealth  for  his  appearance  at  the  Court  in  such  J^qu^red. 
recognizance  mentioned,  to  answer  to  the  said  charge,  but 
he  shall  also  enter  into  another  reco<2;nizance,  with  suffi- 
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cient  sureties,  to  the  party  injured,  for  treble  the  value  of 
the  ai-tieles  which  he  shall  be  charged  with  stealing;  and 
if  the  accused  person  shall  make  default  and  not  appear  to 
tjike  his  trial  according  to  his  recognizance,  in  such  case 
the  said  recognizance  shall  be  declared  forfeited,  by  the 
Court  where  the  said  accused  person  ought  to  have 
appeared,  and  the  party  injured  shall  recover  treble  dam- 
ages against  the  sureties  for  so  much  as  can  be  made  to 
appear  to  be  stolen,  as  if  the  offender  had  put  himself  on 
his  trial  and  had  been  convicted  ;  and  if  the  accused  person 
be  committed  for  want  of  bail  and  upon  trial  be  convicted 
and  appeal  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
or  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  he  shall  recognize  to 
the  party  injured  to  respond  the  treble  damages  as  afore- 
said, as  well  as  to  the  Commonwealth  to  prosecute  such 
appeal,  before  he  is  liberated. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
if  any  person  who  now  is,  or  who  hereafter  shall  be,  con- 
victed, either  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  in  any 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  or  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  within  this  Commonwealth,  of  the  crime 
of  theft,  shall,  thus  standing  convicted  on  record,  steal 
any  money,  goods  or  chattels,  or  other  articles  as  before- 
mentioned,  to  the  value  of  Forty  shillings,  and  be  thereof 
convicted  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  bolden 
within  any  of  the  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  he 
shall  for  such  offence  be  set  upon  the  gallows  for  the  space 
of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck  and  one  end 
thereof  cast  over  the  gallows,  and  be  severely  whipt,  not 
exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  and  be  further  sentenced  to 
pay  treble  the  value  of  the  articles  stolen,  to  the  party 
injured ;  and  the  same  Justices  may  further  sentence  him 
to  make  satisfaction  to  the  person  injured  as  aforesaid,  by 
service  as  aforesaid,  if  he  be  unable  to  pay  the  same,  or 
may  sentence  such  convict  to  hard  labour  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  six  years,  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore 
provided. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person  convicted  of  a  second  theft  in  manner 
aforesaid,  or  who  has  heretofore  been  convicted  of  a  sec- 
ond theft,  standing  convicted  of  a  former  theft,  shall  steal 
any  money,  goods,  chattels,  or  other  articles,  as  before 
described,  to  the  value  of  Three  pounds,  and  be  thereof 
convicted  before   the   Supreme  Judicial   Court,    in    any 
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county  in  this  Commonwealth,  he  shall  be  set  upon  the  Punishment. 
gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  halter  about  his 
neck,  and  one  end  thereof  cast  over  the  gallows,  be 
severely  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  be 
branded  on  the  right  cheek  with  the  letter  T.  and  be  fur- 
ther sentenced  to  hard  labour  during  his  natural  life,  and 
wear  a  chain  round  his  leg  with  a  large  clog  fastened  to 
the  end  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  ^^^If^^^, 
if  any  person  shall  break  up  any  dwelling  house  in  the  ingnpany 
day  time  with  an  intent  to  steal  or  commit  any  felony,  or  lo'^he  day  uISS, 
enter  any  dwelling  house  in  the  night  time,  without  break-  bynlght'SfdHyi 
ingthe  same,  with  an  intent  to  steal  or  to  commit  any  J^*SSeai.  &i*"' 
felony,  or   break   up  any   warehouse,  shop,  mill,  malt- 
house,  bam,  stable,  out  house,  or  any  public  building,  or 
other  building  whatsoever,  or  any  ship  or  other  vessel 
being  within  the  body  of  the  county,  by  night  or  by  day, 
with  an  intent  to  steal  or  commit  any  felony,  and  being 
thereof  convicted  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  Pani»hment. 
be  set  upon  the  gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a 
rope  about  his  neck,  and  one  end  thereof  cast  over  the 
gallows,  and  be  severely  whipt  not  exceeding  thirty-nine 
stripes,   and   shall  pay  treble  the   value  of  all  goods  or 
articles  stolen,  to  the  person  injured,  as  is  before  herein 
provided :  And  the  Justices  of  the  same  Court  may  fur- 
ther  sentence  him  to  make  satisfaction   for  the  articles 
stolen,  by  service,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  in  case  of 
theft,  or  sentence  him  to  hard  labour  for  a  term  of  time, 
not  exceeding  fifteen  years ;  and  if  any  person  being  con-  Persons  twice 
victed  of  either  of  these    offences,    shall   again   commit  ^'^"^ '^^^^ ' 
either  of  the  said  offences,  and  be  thereof  convicted  before 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  he  shall  be  branded  on  both  Pun»«»»ment. 
cheeks  with  the  letter  B.  and  be  confined  to  hard  labour 
during  life,  as  before  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  whosoever  shall  comfort,  aid,  abet,  assist,  counsel,  Sd?ig**oI^ab/t"^ 
hire,  command  or  procure  any  person  to  commit  any  of  *^°8  p«»jj^°*Jj" 
the  offences  hereinl>efore  described,  or  that  shall  know-  fences. or  re- 
ingly  buy  or  receive  any  such  stolen  goods,  chattels,  or  g^dSf&c?**" 
articles,  or  that  shall  knowingly  receive,  harbour,  main- 
tain or   conceal  any  person  guilty  of  any  of  the  offences 
before  described,  shall  be  considered  as  accessary  to  the 
principal  offender,  and  shall  suffer  the  like  punishment  as 
he  might  have  received  on  a  firet  conviction  ;  and  in  case 
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No  person  con- 
victed of  theft, 
to  be  held  In 
piiBon  on  ac- 
count of  treble 
daraagee,  more 
than  30  days, 
unless. 


Persons  In- 
dicted for  any 
hi^h  crime,  S:c. 
by  the  grand- 
Jury,  not  fonnd 


the  principal  offender  be  not  known  or  prosecuted,  any 
person  committing  any  of  the  said  crimes,  whereby  he 
becomes  an  accessary,  may  be  prosecuted  for  a  misde- 
meanor, and  on  conviction,  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  the  principal  offender  might  have  suffered  on  a  first 
conviction. 

And  whereas  it  sometimes  happens  thai  persons  con- 
victed of  thefly  and  sentenced  to  make  restitution  to  the 
party ^  according  to  law,  are  unable  to  do  the  same,  any 
otherwise  than  by  service,  and  their  being  kept  in  goal 
may  occasion  great  charge  to  the  county : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
no  person  convicted  of  theft,  and  sentenced  for  the  same, 
shall  be  held  in  prison  for  or  on  account  of  the  treble 
value  awarded  to  the  party  injured,  for  more  than  the 
space  of  thirty  days  next  after  such  sentence  given, 
unless  the  party  injured,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf,  will 
become  engaged,  or  give  security  to  the  keeper  of  the 
prison  to  pay  and  satisfy  his  charge  and  expence  in  keep- 
ing such  prisoner,  both  for  time  past  and  future,  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  allowed  for  keeping  prisoners  in  the  same 
goal  by  the  Justices  of  the  quarter  sessions ;  and  in  case 
the  person  injured  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do,  and 
shall  not  dispose  of  or  take  such  prisoner  in  service,  the 
keeper  shall  no  longer  be  chargeable  with  such  prisoner, 
but  may  set  him  at  liberty ;  and  in  every  such  case  the 
prisoner  shall  pay  and  satisfy  the  costs  of  Court,  his  own 
fees  and  charges  of  imprisonment,  and  if  he  be  unable  so 
to  do,  upon  application  made  by  the  keeper  of  the  goal 
to  any  two  Justices,  quorum  unus,  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  determine  the  sum  to  be  paid,  and  to  order 
and  enjom  the  prisoner  to  make  satisfaction  by  service, 
for  such  reasonable  time  as  they  may  assign,  for  which 
time  the  keeper  may  dispose  of  the  prisoner  in  service  to 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  unless  the  Court  before 
whom  the  conviction  was,  shall  have  sentenced  the  said 
prisoner  to  hard  labor,  to  take  effect  if  the  party  injured 
doth  not  dispose  of  him  as  is  hereinbefore  provided,  in 
which  cjise  the  said  prisoner  shall  be  delivered  over  by  the 
said  prison  keeper  to  hard  labour,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  when  any  person  shall 
be  indicted  for  any  high  and  aggravated  crime  or  misde- 
meanor by  the  grand  jury,  and  upon  trial  of  the  issue  it 
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shall  appear  to  the  petit  jury  that  the  person  accused  is  JJloiJJhiw. 
not  guilty  of  the  whole  crime  charged  in  the  indictment,  directioM  in  * 
but  is  guilty  of  so  much  thereof  as   shall  substantially     '*'*^' 
amount  to  a  crime  of  a  lower  nature,  the  petit  jury  may 
find  the  indicted  person  guilty  of  such  part  only,  and  not 
guilty  of  the  whole  indictment,  and  the  Court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  sentence  such  convict  for  the  crime  of  which  he  is 
found  guilty,  according  to  law. 

And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  punishment  of  hard 
labor  mentioned  in  this  or  any  other  law  assigning  the 
same,  shall  be  carried  into  execution  at  such  place  and  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  the  law  of  this 
Commonwealth.  •  March  15^  1785. 
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[Janaary  S«bs{od,  ch.  34.] 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  FORGERY,  AND  FOR  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF  njian     67 
THOSE  WHO  ARE  GUILTY  OF  THE  SAME.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  if  any  person  shall  willingly  and  deceitfully  J*^J*^"J«**"'y 
forge,  make  or  alter,  or  wittingly  and  deceitfully  cause  or 
procure,  aid,  abet  or  command  the  forging,  making,  or 
altering  any  matter  of  record,  or  any  other  matter  of  a 
public  nature,  any  false  deed,  last  will  or  testament,  obli- 
gation or  writing  sealed,  or  any  promissory  note,  bill  of 
exchange,  acceptance,  assignment  or  indorsement  oh  them, 
acquittance  or  receipt  for  money  or  goods,  or  any  warrant, 
order  or  request  for  the  payment  of  money,  or  delivery 
of  goods  or  chattels  of  any  kind,  any  certificate  or  account- 
able receipt  for  money  or  other  things,  any  lottery  ticket, 
or  any  assurance  of  money  or  other  property  whatsoever, 
with  intent  to  defraud  any  person,  or  who  shall  utter  or 
publish,  or  cause,  procure  or  abet  to  l)c  uttered  and  pub- 
lished as  true,  any  of  the  above  false,  forged  or  altered 
matters  as  above  specified  and  described,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  false,  altered  and  forged,  with  intent  to  deceive 
and  defraud  any  person,  upon  conviction  thereof  he  shall  Puninhment. 
be  punished  by  setting  in  the  pillory,  at  one  or  more  times 
or  places,  cropping  one  car,  whipping,  imprisoning,  fining, 
and  binding  to  the  good  behaviour,  all  or  any  of  these 
punishments,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggmvation  of 
the  offence.  March  16^  1785. 


176  1784.  — Chapters  68,  69,  70. 

1784. -Chapter  68. 

[January  SeMlon,  ch.  35.] 
Chap.   68  ^N  ^^"^  ^^^  '^^^^  PUNISHMENT  OF  RAPE. 

Be  U  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  if  any  man  shall  ravish  and  carnally  know 
any  woman,  committing  carnal  copulation  with  her  by 
force  against  her  wilf,  or  if  any  man  shall  unlawfully  and 
carnally  know  and  abuse  any  woman  child  under  the  age 
of  ten  years,  every  person  offending  in  either  of  those 
cases  before  mentioned,  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer 
the  pains  of  death.  March  16^  1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  69. 

[January  SeMlon,  oh.  30.] 

ChaV     69  ^N    ACT    FOR    ANNULLING  THE   DISTINCTION    BETWEEN   THE 
^  '  CRIMES   OF  MURDER  AND  PETIT  TREASON. 

Wfierea>s  it  does  not  appear  reasonable  any  longer  to  con- 
tinue the  distinction  between  the  crimes  of  murder  and  petit 
treason : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assetnbledy  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  samCy  That  from  and  after  the  passing  this  act,  in 
all  cases  wherein  heretofore  any  person  or  persons  would 
have  been  deemed  or  taken  to  have  committed  the  crime 
of  petit  treason,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  have  committed  the  crime  of  nmrder  only, 
and  indicted  and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  accordingly ; 
and  the  same  punishment  only  shall  be  inflicted  as  in  the 
case  of  murder.  March  16 ^  1785. 


1784.  — Chapter  70. 

[January  St'sslon,  ch.  37.] 

Chan  70  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^  incorporating  the  northerly  part  of  the 
^  "  town  of  cummixgton  into  a  district  by  the  name  of 

PLAiyFIELD, 

Preamble.  micrca^'i  it  opppors  to  this  Courts  that  the  inhabitants 

of  the  northerly  part  of  Cummington  are  exposed  to  great 
inconveniencirs  in  attending  public  toorship^  by  rea.'<on  of 
their  distance  from  the  meeting  house  in  the  said  tmvn. 
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And  whereas  the  said  inhabitants  have  earnestly  requested 
to  he  incorpoi'ated  into  a  separate  district : 

Be  it  there/ore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives    in    General    Court    assembled^    and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  the  aforesaid  northerly  part  J^Ji°SI  MlJTta- 
of  Cummingtony  be,  and   it  hereby  is,  by  a  line  drawn  v^tedwuh 
through  the  centre  of  the  said  town,  from  east  to  west,  ^'^•"* 
incorporated  into  a  district  by  the  name  of  Plainjield; 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  be  vested  with 
all  the  powers  and  privileges  which  the  inhabitants  of  dis- 
tricts within  this  Commonwealth  do  or  may  enjoy. 

Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Jj^" uxw*'*!-'* 
inhabitants  aforesaid  shall  be  held  to  pay  their  propor-  r«^y  srant^d. 
tionable  part  of  all   taxes  which  have  heretofore  been 
granted  by,  or  assessed  on,  the  said  town. 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  J^.""  ^'; 
Nahum  Ager,  Esq ;  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  meeting. 
issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said 
district,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
qualified  to  vote  as  the  law  directs,  to  meet  at  such  time 
and  place  as  he  shall  think  fit,  to  chuse  all  such  officers 
as  districts  are  by  law  authorized  to  chuse  in  the  month 
of  March y  annually. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the   inhabitants  of  the  said  district  shall  forever  inhabiuntA  to 
retain,  hold  and  enjoy  one  full  third  part  of  all  the  public  ^ne^«od?.^ 
lands  which  now  belong  to  the  said  town  of  Cummington. 

March  16, 1785. 

1784.  — Chapter  71. 

[January  SaMlon,  eh.  88.] 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  POR  REPBALING  CERTAIN  PARTS   CJian    71 
OF  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED,   "  AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  FOR  ^  ' 

REPEALING  CERTAIN  PARTS  OF  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED 
THE  THIRD  DAY  OF  JVLT,  ANNO  DOMINI,  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO,  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT 
TO  REMOVE  THE  OBSTRUCTIONS  AND  OPEN  PASSAGE  WAYS 
FOR  THE  FISH  CALLED  ALEWIVE8,  SHAD,  AND  OTHER  FISH. 
UP  NBPONSET  RIVBRr  AND  FOR  MAKING  MORE  EFFECT- 
UAL PROVISION  FOR  THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  SAID  FISH. 

Whereas  J  in  and  by  the  said  act,  it  is  piwided,  that  a  preamble 
sufficient  passage  way  be  made  for  the  said  Jish  to  pass  up 
the  said  River  Neponset,  by  a  sluice  or  passage  way,  made 
on  the  south  side  of  the  saw  mill,  standing  on  Mr.  Daniel 
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an  act  repealled. 


Leeds's  dam  (so  called)  which  provision  is  found  not  to 
answer  the pnipose  for  which  it  was  designed: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  a^ssembledy  and  by  the 

Certain  paru  of  authoritv  of  the  Same.  That  such  parts  of  the  said  act,  as 
provide  for  a  sluice  or  passage  way  on  the  south  side  of  the 
saw  mill,  therein  mentioned,  be,  and  hereby  are,  repealed 
and  made  null  and  void. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

b"n1Se7*^*^  That  a  passage  way,  four  feet  in  width,  be  made  for  the 
said  fish  to  pass  up  the  said  River  Neponset^  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  viz. :  Through  the  dam  aforesaid  there  be  a 
sluice  or  passage  way  made,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
chocolate  mill,  standing  on  the  south  end  of  the  said  dam, 
at  the  distance  of  eight  feet  from  the  said  chocolate  mill. 
And  the  said  sluice  to  be  well  and  substantially  built  with 
stone  and  timber,  as  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Brain-- 
tree  shall  judge  sufficient ;  and  to  be  constructed  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  draw  off  the  water  to  a  depth  less  than 
three  feet  and  nine  inches  in  the  said  Xced«'«floom,  when 
it  runs  nine  inches  in  depth  in  the  head  of  the  said  sluice : 
And  the  said  sluice  always  to  l>e  kept  open  aflter  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  Aprils  in  every  year,  until  the  fifteenth  day 
of  June :  And  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  not  a 
sufficiency  of  water  to  carry  all  the  mills  on  the  said  dam, 
when  the  said  sluice  is  open,  the  said  Leeds^s  grist  mill 
shall  have  the  preference.  March  16 ^  1785, 


Slalce,  bow 
conatructed. 


When  kept 
open. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  39.] 
AN  ACT  DIRECTING  THE  PROCESS  IN  HABEAS  CORPUS. 

Wttereas  the  writ  commonly  called  the  writ  of  Habeas 
Cotpus  is  a  writ  of  riff  ht  to  which  the  citizens  offhU  Com- 
momvealth  are,  by  constitution  and  the  laiv  of  the  land,  at 
all  times  entitled,  to  ofjtain  relief  from  every  roronffftd 
imprisonment,  or  unlawful  restraint  of  personal  liberty: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  any  person  imprisoned  in  any  common 
goal,  or  otherwise  restrained  of  his  personal  liberty,  by 
any  officer  or  officers,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  for 
any  cause  or  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  he  or  any 
person  in  his  behalf  may  complain,  in  writing,  to  the 
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Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Commonwealth  in  term 
time  in  any  county,  or  to  any  one  or  more  of  the  Judges 
thereof  in  the  vacation  time  of  the  said  Court ;  and  upon  upon  auch  com- 
such  complaint,  and  upon  view  of  the  copy  of  the  warrant  Smhlfrized  2) 
(if  any  there  be)  by  which  such  person  stands  committed,  SrheM  cJI^m?' 
or  upon  his  aflEidavit  certified  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  ^{^^^l^^^^' 
on  the  oath  of  the  person  applying  on  his  behalf,  or  any 
other  credible  witness,  or  upon  the  affidavit  of  such  witness 
certified  as  aforesaid,  if  he  lives  more  than  twenty  miles 
from  the  Court  or  Judge  applied  to,  that  a  copy  of  such 
warrant  has  been  demanded  and  denied ;  the  said  Court 
in  term  time,  and  the  said  Judge  in  the  vacation,  hereby 
are  respectively  authorized  and  required  to  award  a  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  directed  to  the  officer  or  person  impris- 
oning or  restraining  the  complainant,  returnable  forthwith 
to  such  Court  or  Judge  who  awarded  the  same,  except  the 
complaint  be  in  favor  of  persons  committed  for  treason  or 
felony,  or  for  suspicion  thereof,  or  as  accessary  to  the 
latter  before  the  fact,  plainly  and  specially  expressed  in 
the  warrant  of  commitment,  or  persons  convict  or  in  exe- 
cution by  legal  process,  criminal  or  civil,  or  committed  by 
mesne  process  in  any  civil  action  for  want  of  reasonable 
bail,  and  persons  with  regard  to  whom  the  benefit  of  the 
said  writ  shall  be  suspended  by  the  legislature,  agreeable 
to  the  constitution. 

And  be  itftiriher  enacted^  That  such  writ,  when  awarded  J^^teift^jIfJ!' 
by  the  said  Court,  shall  be  signed  by  the  clerk,  tested  by 
the  first  justice  who  is  not  party  thereto,  and  sealed  with 
the  seal  thereof;  but  when  awarded  by  any  Judge  in  the 
vacation,  shall  only  be  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such 
Judge,  and  shall  direct  the  place  to  which  the  complainant 
shall  be  brought ;  and  the  form  of  such  writ,  when  awarded 
by  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  be  as  follows, 
viz. : 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[seal-]     8 ss. 

To  Greeting. 

We  command  you  that  the  body  of  A.  B.  of  JX  '''**'* 

in  oar  prison,  under  your  custody,  (or  by  you  imprisoned 
and  restrained  of  his  liberty,  as  the  case  may  be)  as  'tis 
said,  together  with  the  day  and  cause  of  his  taking  and 
detaining,  by  whatsoever  name  the  said  A.  B.  shall  be 
called  or  charged,  you  have  before  our  Justices  of  our 
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Supreme  Judicial  Court,  holden  at  B.  within  and  for  the 
county  of  S.  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  writ,  to 
do  and  receive  what  our  said  Justices  shall  then  and  there 
consider  concerning  him  (or  her)  in  this  behalf;  and  have 
there  this  writ.  Witness.  W.  C.  Esq ;  at  B.  tWs 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  17        .     Clerk 

daf oSSrtf  iin*"  -^^^  *^®  '^^®  ^^"^  ^^^^  ^  *^**®^  ^y  *^®  Judge,  mutatis 
juTei^n'^e  ^^^^^^^^^^f  whcu  such  writ  shall  be  awarded  by  him ;  pro- 
TacatioD,not  vtdedy  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
SHiHng^My''^^™  strued  to  hinder  or  restrain  the  said  Supreme  Judicial 
peraon.  Court,  in  term  time,  or  any  one  or  more  Judges  thereof, 

in  the  vacation,  from  bailing  any  person  wherever  and  for 
whatever  offence  committed,  at  their  discretion,  whenever 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  appear  to  require  it ; 
—  persons  committed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  Sen- 
ate, or  House  of  Representatives,  agreeable  to,  and  for 
the  causes  mentioned  in  the  constitution,  always  excepted. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid^ 
SmtS'whomthe  ^^^^  whcu  any  person  shall  bring  and  offer  such  writ  of 
j^riUB^directed,  Habeas  Corpus  to  the  oflScer  or  person  to  whom  the  same 
ceive  the  same;  shall  bc  directed,  he  shall  receive  the  same;  and  upon 
m.Mit  or  tend£"r  payment  or  tender  of  such  charges  for  bringing  the  com- 
hlve  thf  bl)dyof  plainant  from  the  place  of  imprisonment,  as  the  Court  or 
befoTtfficSurt  Judge  who  grants  the  writ  shall  order,  if  the  person  com- 
wJodge award-  plaining  be  confined  in  a  common  goal,  or  under  the  cus- 
wfthin  Tfixid    tody  of  an  officer,  otherwise,  without  such  payment  or 
^*°*^'  tender,  to  the  place  mentioned  in  the  writ,  such  officer  or 

person  shall  have  the  body  of  the  complainant  before  the 
Court  or  Judge  awarding  the  writ,  (unless  committed 
and  deta^ined  for  some  one  or  more  of  the  causes  afore- 
said) at  the  place  therein  mentioned,  within  three  days, 
if  within  twenty  miles  from  the  place  of  imprisonment ; 
if  more  than  twenty,  but  within  one  hundred  miles,  then 
within  ten  days  ;  if  above  one  hundred  miles,  then  within 
twenty  days  after  the  receipt  thereof;  and  shall  then 
return  the  same,  and  certify  thereon  the  true  and  all  the 
cause  or  causes  of  his  or  her  taking  and  detaining. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
^y^^J^dl^\vi  "^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  awarding  such  writ  by  any  Judge  of  the 
the  vacation,  not  said  Suprcmc  Judicial  Court,  in  the  vacation,  but  before 
theaitungofthe  the  Tctum  thcrcof  the  said  Court  shall  sit  in  any  county, 
retSroedr&c.by  the  said  writ,  with  the  body  of  the  complainant,  and 
the  Judge.     •   causes  of  taking   and  detaining,  may  be  returned,  had 
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and  certified  to  the  said  Court  by  the  Judge  who  awarded 
the  same  :  But  if  after  awarding  such  writ  by  the  said 
Court,  in  term  time,  but  before  the  return  thereof  the 
said  Court  shall  rise,  or  be  adjourned,  the  same,  with  the 
body  of  the  complainant,  and  causes  of  taking  and 
detaining,  shall  be  returned,  had  and  certified  before 
some  Judge  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  when  any  person  shall  be  brought,  by  writ  of  habeas  Pe«onBbronght 
corpus  as  aforesaid,  before  the  said  Couit,  or  any  Judge  ^^yjudgolby 
thereof,   such  Court  or  Judge   shall,   within  three  days  '^^l^^x 
after,  proceed  to  examine  the  said  causes ;  and  if  com-  J£°{jf^e  hS. 
mitted  for  an  offence  or  cause  bailable  by  law,  they  shall 
bail  him  by  recognizing  him  with  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties in  a  reasonable  sum,  having  regard  to  his  quality  and 
circuoistances,  and  the  nature  of  the  offence,  to  appear  at 
such  Court  as  shall  have  cognizance  of  the  offence ;  and 
shall   certify  the  recognizance  into  such  Court,  if  com- 
mitted upon  mesne  process  in  any  civil  action  for  want  of 
bail,  and  the  bail  required  shall  appear  excessive,  it  shall 
be  ascertained  what  bail   is  reasonable,  and  he  shall  be 
discharged  on  giving  the  same :     But  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  complainant  is  imprisoned  or  restrained  without 
due  order  of  law,  or  sufficient   cause,   he  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  such  commitment  or  restraint. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  officer,  in  whose  Penalty  when 
custody  any  prisoner  shall  be,  shall  not,  within  six  hours  i^t^t^rllf' 
after  demand  made,  deliver  such  prisoner  a  time  copy  of  dS?v1>r™*copy^f 
the  warrant  or  process  by  which  he  stands  committed,  the  warrant. 
such  officer  shall  forfeit,  to  the  party  grieved,  the  sum  of 
Fifty  ])ound9. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  officer  or  person,  omeereor  per- 
to  whom  any  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  be  directed,  wrftearTdu™ 
shall  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  or,  after  receipt  thereof,  J^rewive^th?"* 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  yield  such  obedience  thereto  as  "Tdience  ***^ 
this  act  requires,  (the  complainant  performing  the  condi- 
tions required)  unless  prevented  by  the  sickness  of  the 
prisoner,  or  other  necessity,  he,  for  such  refusal  or  neg- 
lect, in  each  and  every  particular,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  Penalty. 
party  grieved,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds ;  and  for 
any  false  return  to  such  writ,  shall  be  further  liable  to  the 
action  of  the  party. 

And  it  is  further  ena^ctedj  That  the   Court   or  Judge  ^^"'Jn^^'J^*® 
respectively  may  further  punish  every  disobedience  to  puniahduobe- 
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dience  as  for  a 
coDtempt. 


Prisoners  shall ^ 
not  be  delivered 
from  one  ofBcer 
to  another,  nor 
be  removed 
from  one  coun- 
ty to  another, 
unless  by  ha- 
beas corpus,  &c. 


Persons  trans- 
porting any 
subject  of  this 
Commonwealth 
to  any  place 
without  the 
limits  of  the 
same,  without 
his  consent. 


Punishment. 


Masters  of  ves- 
sels carrying 
out  of  this 
government  any 
person  under 
the  age  of  21 
years. 


such  writs  as  for  a  contempt,  and  compel  obedience 
thereto,  by  process  of  attachment. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any  attempts  that  might  he 
made  to  deprive  any  prisoner  of  the  benefit  of  his  Habeas 
Corpus^  by  shifting  the  custody  of  such  prisoner  frora  one 
prison  or  officer  to  another^  or  sending  him  away : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  every 
person,  duly  ordered  to  be  committed  for  any  criminal  or 
supposed  criminal  matter,  shall  be  carried,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  and  confined  in  some  common  goal,  and  not  else- 
where, (except  persons  sent  to  the  work  house  or  house 
of  correction  for  due  cause)  and  shall  not  be  delivered 
from  one  officer  to  another,  except  for  the  more  easy 
and  speedy  conveyance  of  the  prisoner  to  such  goal 
nor  be  removed,  without  his  consent,  from  one  county 
to  another,  unless  by  Habeas  Corpus,  or  some  other 
legal  writ,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting,  for  every 
oflence,  to  the  paity  grieved,  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
transport,  or  carry,  or  cause  to  be  transported  or  carried, 
any  subject  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  other  person  law- 
fully residing  and  inhabiting  therein,  to  any  part  or  place 
without  the  limits  of  the  same,  by  land  or  water,  without 
his  consent  or  voluntary  agreement ;  or  in  order  to 
remove  such  person  from  one  part  of  the  state  to  another 
part  of  the  same,  except  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the 
same  in  time  of  war,  agreeable  to  the  constitution,  or 
except  such  person  be  sent  by  due  course  of  law,  to 
answer  for  some  criminal  oflence  committed  in  some  other 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  every  person  so  offend- 
ing, and  every  person  aiding  and  abetting  the  same, 
being  duly  convicted  thereof  before  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  Five  hun- 
dred pounds,  by  whipping  not  exceeding  thirty-nine 
stripes,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  or 
any  one  or  more  of  those  punishments,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  said  Court,  and  be  further  liable  to  the  action  of 
the  party  grieved. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  master  or  commander  of  any  outward  bound 
ship  or  vessel  that  shall  hereafter  carry  or  transport  out 
of  this  government,  any  person  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  any  apprentice,  or  any  indented  servant,  to 
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any  parts  beyond  sea,  without  the  consent  of  his  parents, 
master,  or  guardian,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Fifty  Penalty. 
pounds;  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  government,  and 
the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  that  shall  sue  for  the 
same ;  and  be  further  liable  for  the  damages  sustained  by 
the  parent,  master,  or  guardian,  in  a  special  action  of  the 
case. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoi'esaid^ 
That  no  person  enlarged  by  Habeas  Corpus  shall  be  again  No  pereoD  en- 
imprisoned  or  restrained  of  his  liberty  for  the  same  cause,  ^^St^l^^ 
unless  he  shall  be  indicted  therefor,  or  convicted  thereof,  jmpri!55*i^for 
or  shall  neglect  to  find  bail  when  ordered  thereunto  by  J^^^JJJf^diited' 
some  court  of  record.     Provided^  that  no  penalty  estab-  therefor,  &o. 
lished  by  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  bar  any  action  at 
common  law  for  false  imprisonment  or  unlawful  restraint.  ^  . 

And  when  any  person  shall  be  unlawfully  carried  out  of 
the  government,  or  imprisoned  in  a  secret  place,  any 
other  person  shall  be  permitted  to  appear  for  him  in  any 
action  brought  in  his  name ;  provided  such  person  shall 
stipulate  for  the  payment  of  costs,  as  the  Court  shall 
direct. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  any  person  who  shall  be  Any  penoo 
held  m  prison   upon   suspicion   of  having  committed   a  udod  aaBpicion 
crime  for  which  he  may  have  sentence  of  death   passed  miuSd  S^piui 
upon   him,    shall  be  bailed  or  discharged,   if  he  is  not  SSted'o^du?** 
indicted  at  the  second  term  of  the  setting  of  the  Supreme  {Jdic^d'auhe* 
Judicial  Court  in  the  county  where  the  crime  is  alleged  Becond  term. 
to  have  been  committed,  when  there  are  two  terms  a  year 
in  such  county :  And  in  such  counties  as  have  but  one 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  a  year,  the  defendant  shall  be 
bailed  or  discharged,  if  he  is  not   indicted  at  the   first 
term ;  provided   such  person    shall   have   been   held   in 
prison  for  the  space  of  six  months  next  preceding  the  day 
of  the  Court's  setting.     And  when  any  person  shall  be  Perton»  beid  in 
held  in  prison  under  indictment,    he  shall  be   tried   or  Sietmentl^iSuiir 
Imiled  at  the  first  term  next  after  his  indictment,  if  he  bSiiSfltYhe 
demands  the  same,  unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  Court  fh"J  jeSiid 
that  the  witnesses,  on.  l>ehalf  of  the  government,  have  the  same. 
either  been  enticed  away,  or  are  detained  by  some  inevi- 
table accident  from  attending.     And  all  persons  under 
indictment   for  felony,  shall   be   bailed   or  tried  at  the 
second   term   after  the   bill   shall    be  returned,  if  they 
demand  it.  March  16^  1785. 
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[Janaary  Seflsion,  ch.  40.] 

GhaV^  73  ^^  ^^  ^N  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED.  ••  AN  ACT  EMPOW- 

^  '  ERING  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS   COMMONWEALTH,    IN   THE 

UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS   ASSEMBLED,  TO  RELINQUISH 

TO    THE    UNITED   STATES  CERTAIN  LANDS,  THE    PROPERTY 

OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH." 

Whereas  by  (he  act  aforesaid ^  three  delegates  represent" 
ing  this  State  in  Congress^  are  necessary  to  make  the  ces- 
sion aforesaid^  and  it  may  be  necessary  that  the  said 
business  should  be  performed  by  a  less  number  of  the  said 
delegates: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by 
the  authority  oj^  the  same ^  That  any  two  delegates  repre- 
senting this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  be,  and  hereby 
are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  do  and  perform  all  mat- 
ters and  things  which  by  the  act  aforesaid  might  be  done 
'and  performed  by  any  three  delegates  as  aforesaid,  any 
thing  in  the  aforesaid  act  notwithstanding. 

March  17, 1785. 
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[Janoary  SeaBlon,  ch.  41.] 

ChaV     74  ^^  ^'^  ^^^  DIVIDING  the  town  of  GRANVILLE  INTO  THREE 
^'  SEPARATE  PARISHES. 

Preamble.  Whercos  for  the  convenience  of  attending   the  public 

worship  of  God,  it  is  found  necessary  to  divide  the  town 
of  Granville  into  three  separate  parishes ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof  having  applied  to  this  Court  for  that  purpose : 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That   the  said  town  of   Granville  be,  and  is, 
hereby  divided  into  three  separate  parishes,  by  the  sev- 
eral names  of  the  East,  Middle  and  West  Parish  of  Gran- 
Liue  between     vUlc,  by  the  following  lines,  viz. :  The  lines  between  the 
middieVariBh.    East  and  Middle  Parish  to  begin  at  Hartland  line,  at  the 
brook  called  Great  Valley  Brook,  to  run  northwardly  by 
the  said  brook  to  the  ^reat  valley  bridge  ;  then  from  the 
said  bridge  northwardly,  to  a  bridge  over  the  said  brook, 
on  the  north  road,  so  called ;  from  thence  to  the  south- 
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east  comer  of  John  Webb^s  land ;  thence  on  the  said 
Wetl/s  line  to  Blanford  line.  The  line  between  the  Middle  {fJ°^^Y/2d 
and  West  Parish  to  begin  at  the  dividing  Hue  between  woirparish. 
Hartland  and  Granville^  at  the  centre  between  the  road 
which  leads  from  Colonel  Iiobinson*s  to  Hartland  meeting 
house,  and  that  which  leads  from  Moses  Gfolf^s  to  the 
said  Hartland  meeting  house ;  from  thence  running  north- 
wardly a  straight  line,  to  the  middle  of  the  bridge  over 
Hubbard's  River,  on  the  county  road ;  from  thence  run- 
ning northwardly  to  Blanford  line,  in  a  centre  line 
between  the  two  roads,  viz. :  one  leading  from  Timothy 
Jiobinson's  to  Thomas  Moore*s^  the  other  leading  from 
Samuel  HdWs  to  Loudon. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  meeting  house,  ministry  what^ndB,^. 
lands,  and  the  rents  due  for  use  of  the  said  lands  lying  in  th«eMt  parith. 
the  East  Parish  in  the  said  Granville^  shall  belong  to  and 
be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  parish. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  j  That  all  the  lands  given  by  what^haube- 
the  proprietors  for  the  suppoit  of  the  gospel  for  the  West  pwfsif/  *^*** 
Parish,  shall  belong  to  and  be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  said  West  Parish,  together  with  all  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  said  lands,  or  any  other  monies  or  securities 
for  money  that  may  have  been  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  parish. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  several  parishes  aforesaid  be,  and  hereby  are,  Pan^hea  in. 
respectively  invested  with  all  the  powers,  rights,  privi-  pS^wT*^ 
leges  and  immunities,  which  other  parishes  in  this  Com- 
monwealth are  invested  with. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  Oliver  Phelps,  Esq ;  be,  and  is,  hereby  authorized  2]i,7';i*^Sri' 
and  empowered  to  issue  his  wan'iint  to  some  principal  meeting  in  each 
inhabitant  of  each  of  the  said  parishes,  retjuiring 
them  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
parishes  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  to  meet  at 
such  time  and  place  in  each  of  the  said  parishes,  as 
by  the  said  warrants  shall  be  duly  specified,  and  then 
and  there  chuse  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to 
manage  the  afiairs  of  the  said  parishes  respectively. 
And  the  inhabitants  qualified  by  law  to  vote  being  so 
assembled,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  chuse 
officers  in  their  respective  parishes-  accordingly. 

March  17,  1785. 
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1784. -Chapter  75. 

[January  Bessloii,  ch.  42.] 

75  AN  ACT  IMPOSING  DUTIES  ON  LICBNCED  VBLLUM,  PARCHMENT 

AND  PAPER. 

Whereas  y  in  conseqitence  of  the  late  waVy  a  considerable 
debt  has  arisen  upon  this  Comwjonwealth;  and  it  is  an 
object  xohich  deirvands  the  whole  attention  of  the  LegiskUurCy 
to  devise  ways  and  means  for  discharging  the  same^  whichy 
in  operationy  ivill  be  the  least  burthensome  to  the  people. 
And  whereas  considerable  sums  of  money  may  easily  be 
collected  from  licenced  vellumy  parchment  and  paper: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  a^sembledy  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  samCy  That  there  shall  be,  throughout 
this  Commonwealth,  raised,  levied,  collected  and  paid, 
for  the  several  and  respective  things  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, which  shall  be  engrossed,  printed  or  written,  the 
several  and  respective  rates,  duties,  charges  and  sums  of 
money,  hereinafter  expressed,  in  manner  following,  that 
is  to  say, 

For  every  deed,  conveying  real  estate,  whether  the 
same  be  for  years,  or  any  greater  estate,  one  shilling. 

For  every  bond,  other  than  such  as  shall  be  made  pay- 
able to  Judges  of  Probate,  one  shilling. 

For  every  charter  party,  one  shilling. 

For  every  promissory  note  of  hand,  whereby  the  value 
of  Six  poundsy  or  a  greater  sum,  shall  be  promised  to  be 
paid,  threepence. 

For  every  original  writ,  issuing  from  the  office  of  a 
Clerk  of  Common  Pleas,  sixpence. 

For  every  original  *  writ,  issuing  from  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  three  pence. 

For  every  writ  of  execution,  issued  by  the  Clerks  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  nine  pence. 

For  every  writ  of  execution,  issued  by  a  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  sixpence. 

For  every  writ  of  execution,  issued  by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  four  pence. 

For  every  policy  of  insurance,  one  shilling. 

For  every  newspaper,  tioo-Oiirds  of  a  penny. 

For  every  almanack,  one  penny. 

For  every  bill  of  lading,  one  penny. 

For  every  register  for  vessels,  one  shilling. 
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For  every  foreign  clearance,  nine  pence.  - 

For  every  clearance  of  any  vessel  not  wholly  owned  by 
any  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United 
States,  twelve  shillings. 

For  every  certificate  certifying  the  admittance  of  any 
person  to  practice  as  an  Attorney  in  a  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  Six  pounds. 

For  every  certificate  of  the  admittance  of  a  person  to 
practice  as  an  Attorney  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
the  sum  of  J/^ine  pounds. 

And  no  person  not  already  admitted  to  practice  as 
aforesaid,  shall  do  the  business  of  an  Attorney  in  either 
of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  until  he  hath  obtained  a  certificate 
of  his  admittance,  and  actually  paid  the  duty  above 
imposed. 

For  every  certificate  of  the  admittance  of  any  person 
to  the  degree  of  a  Barrister  at  Law,  Twelve  pounds. 

And  no  p«Mson  not  already  admitted  thereto,  shall 
hereafter  enjoy  the  degree  and  rank  of  a  Barrister  at 
Law,  until  he  hath  obtained  a  certificate  of  his  being 
admitted  as  aforesaid,  and  hath  actually  paid  the  said 
duty. 

Provided  always^  That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  para- 
graphs shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  preventing  any 
person  from  exercising  the  right  he  has  of  defending  him- 
self, or  supporting  his  own  cause  by  himself,  or  his  counsel 
at  his  election. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  for  the  To  be  under  the 
better  and   more  efiectually  levying   and   collecting  the  {EJ 8™retoiy of 
said  several  duties  herebj^made  payable  on  the  before-  wliSh?"°"' 
mentioned  instruments  and  writings,  the  same  shall  be 
under  the  government  and  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonweath    for    the    time    being;     who    is    hereby 
required  and  empowered  to  employ  the  necessary  officers 
under  him  for  that  purpose  ;  and  to  cause  all  such  stamps 
to  be  provided,  to  denote  the  duties  abovementioned,  as 
shall  be  requisite ;  and  to  do  all  other  things  necessary  to    * 
be  done  by  them,  for  the  putting  this  act  in  due  execu- 
tion, with  relation  to  those  duties. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  day^'o/SSiJ"' 
all  vellum,  parchment  and  paper,  upon  which  any  of  the  £"\;*"i7^h"h 
aforesaid  instruments  or  things  shall,  from  and  after  the  ■uch'PnrtrJ^. 
first  day  of  July  next,  be  engrossed,  printed  or  written,  STglSwed"^ 
shall,    before   such   engrossing,  printing  or   writing,  be  Srritto2°BhaUbo 
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^mSMk)ie?'B  brought  to  the  office  of  the  CommissioDer  aforesaid  ;  and 
damped  m  ^^ey ,  by  themselves,  or  by  their  officers  employed  ander 
marked.  them,   are   hereby   empowered   and   required  forthwith, 

upon  demand  to  them  made  by  any  person  or  persons, 
from  time  to  time,  to  stamp  or  mark,  as  this  act  directs, 
any  quantities  of  vellum,  parchment  or  paper ;  he  or  they 
paying  the  respective  duties  payable  for  the  same  by  this 
act,  without  any  other  fee  or  reward,  and  without  delay  ; 
Which  stamp  or  mark,  to  be  put  thereupon  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  several 
and   respective   duties   hereby  made   payable    for    such 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  which  shall  be  stamped  or 
marked. 
KroMingrprint-       Be  U  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
iu?hinTtl!a"*    if  ^^y  person  or  persons  shall,  from  and  after  the  first 
the°veii^°'*     day  of  Jtdy  next,  engross,  print,  or  write,  or  cause  to  be 
8tc.  iB  •lamped,  eugrosscd,  printed,  or  written,  any  of  the  instruments  or 
things  abovementioned,  or  sign  any  one  of  them  before 
the  vellum,   parchment  or  paper  shall   appear  to  have 
**'^®**"  been  duly  staniped,  he   or  they  so   offending  shall,  for 

every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  Three  pounds^  with 
ployed  In  the  full  costs  of  suit.  And  any  officer,  employed  in  the  exe- 
Sctofflndtag"'  cution  of  this  act,  offending  herein,  and  being  convicted 
herein.  ^f  ^^y  gy^}^  offcuce,  shall  (ovcr  and  besides  the  forfeiture 

Penalty.  and   penalty  aforesaid)   forfeit  and   lose   his   office   and 

employment,  and  be  incapable  to  hold  the  same  after 
^^nstrument  such  couvictiou.  And  that  if  any  of  the  instruments  or 
printed  or  en-  '  thiugs  shall,  duriug  the  continuance  of  this  act,  be  written, 
dSipum^,  printed,  or  engrossed,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
wein^*awTun■  meaning  hereof,  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  not 
dI?5e**M\h^®  appearing  to  have  been  duly  stamped  according  to  law, 
be'ftrtt^ii?*"  then,  and  in   every  such   case,  there   shall  be  due, 

and  the?S8tra.  auswcrcd  and  paid,  over  and  above  the  duties  hereby  due 
.«-«.—  1  ^^  payable,  for  every  such  instrument  or  thing  respec- 
tively, the  sum  of  four  shillings;  and  that  no  such  instru- 
ment or  thing  beforementioned  shall  be  available  in  law, 
or  be  given  in  evidence,  or  admitted  in  any  Court  of 
law,  unless,  as  well  the  said  duties  hereby  charged,  as  the 
said  four  shillings j  shall  be  first  paid,  and  a  receipt  pro- 
duced for  the  same,  under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  receivers 
of  the  said  duties,  and  until  the  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  on  which  such  instrument  or  thing  is  so  written, 
engrossed,  or  printed,  shall  be  so  marked  and  stamped, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  hereof.     And 


ment  stamped. 
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the  receiver  of  the  aforesaid  duties  is  hereby  enjoined  and 
required,  upon  payment  or  tender  of  the  said  duties  paya- 
ble by  virtue  hereof,  and  of  the  said  sum  of  four  shillinf/s, 
to  give  a  receipt  for  such  money:  And  the  olBSicer  or 
officers,  appointed  by  this  act  for  that  purpose,  are  there- 
upon required  to  mark  and  stamp  such  instrument  or 
thing  with  the  marks  and  stamps  requisite  in  that  behalf. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  j^oriz"i,m«y 
all  public  officers  who  shall  from  time  to  time  have  in  iMDectaiinub- 
their  custody  any  public  books,  files,  records,  or  proceed-  &c.  that*may*' 
ings,  the  light  or   knowledge  whereof  may  tend  to  the  iSuiinKouho 
securing  of  the  aforesaid  stamp  duties,  or  to  the  proof  or  JuSivel-J^o?''"^ 
discovery  of  any  fraud  or  omission  in  relation  thereto,  or  '""<i»  *c. 
to  any  of  them,  shall  at  any  seasonable  time   or  times 
permit  any  receiver,  being  thereunto  authorized  by  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace   for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  and 
view   all  such  books,   files,   records   or  proceedings  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  take  thereout  such  notes  and  memoran- 
dums as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  last  mentioned, 
without  fee  or  reward,  upon  pain  that  such  clerk  or  other 
officer  or  officers  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do, 
upon  reasonable   request  in  that  behalf  made,  shall  for 
every  such  refusal  or  neglect,  forfeit  the  sum  of  txoo  kun- 
dred pounds^  with  full  costs  of  suit. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  omcer*  man- 
every  officer  who  snail  act  m  or  about  the  managmg  or  ing  the  duties, 
collecting  the  aforesaid  duties,  shall  before  he  enters  upon  *®^'^®"- 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  the  following  oath,  that  is  to 
say, 

ly  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  Form  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  me,  pursuant  to  an  act,  entitled,  "An  ^^^' 
act  imposing  duties  on  licenced  vellum,  parchment  and 
paper,"  without  fraud  or  concealment,  and  will  from  time 
to  time  true  account  make,  of  my  doings  therein,  and 
deliver  the  same  to  such  person  as  shall  be  appointed  to 
receive  such  account,  and  shall  take  no  fee,  reward  or 
profit,  for  the  execution  or  performance  of  the  said  trust, 
or  the  business  relating  thereto,  from  any  person  or  per- 
sons, other  than  such  as  shall  be  by  law  allowed. 

So  help  me  GOD. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Sg  ?SSr"d5ly?' 
no  fee  or  reward  shall  be  demanded  or  taken  by  any  ^^^l^^^^"^^^, 
officer  relating  to  the  said  stamp  duties,  for  any  matter  tained,  iiabieto 


190 


1784.  —  Chapter  75. 


Duties  to  be 
paid  into  the 
treasary 
monthly. 


When  stamps 
are  altered  or 
renewed,  per- 
sons who  bivye 
in  their  posses- 
sion any  vellum, 
8cc.  marked 
with  the  stamp 
BO  altered,  may 
exchange  the 
same  for  the 
like  quantity 
newly  stamped. 


In  case  any  per- 
son neglects, 
the  same  de- 
clared to  be  of 
no  other  use 
than  if  it  had 
never  been 
stamped. 


or  thing  to  be  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act ;  and  in  case 
any  officer  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  this  act,  in 
relation  to  the  said  stamp  duties,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  any  matter  or  thing  by  this  act  required  to  be 
done  or  performed  by  him  whereby  any  person  or  persons 
shall  or  may  sustain  any  damage  whatsoever,  such  officer 
so  offending  shall  be  liable,  by  any  action  to  be  founded 
upon  this  statute,  to  answer  to  the  party  grieved  all  such 
damages,  with  treble  costs  of  suit. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authmnty  aforesaid^  That 
the  aforesaid  duties  shall  be  all  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  monthly,  who  shall  keep 
a  separate  and  distinct  account  thereof. 

Jh'ovided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted^  That  as 
often  as  it  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  alter  or  renew 
the  said  marks  or  stamps,  to  be  provided  or  used  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  or  any  of  them,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
all  persons  who  shall  at  that  time  have  in  their  custody  or 
possession  any  vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  marked  with 
the  stamp  or  stamps  which  shall  be  altered  or  renewed, 
and  upon  which  none  of  the  matters  or  things  hereby 
charged  shall  be  engrossed,  written  or  printed,  at  any 
time  within  the  space  of  fifty  days  after  such  intention  of 
renewing  or  altering  shall  be  made  known,  to  bring  or 
send  such  vellum,  parchment  or  paper  to  such  officer  or 
officers  as  shall  be  appointed  in  that  behalf;  and  the  said 
officer  or  officers  respectively  are  hereby  required  to 
deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  several  persons 
who  shall  so  bring  and  deliver  any  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment  or  paper,  and  as  good  in  qualit}',  stamped  with 
new  stamps,  without  demanding  or  takii  g  directly  or 
indirectly  for  the  same,  any  sum  of  moiv  y  or  considera-r 
tion  whatsoever,  under  the  penalty  of  fiat'eiting  for  every 
such  offence  One  hundred  pounds^  to  be  sued  for,  recov- 
ered and  divided  in  such  manner  as  is  hereinafter  pro- 
vided and  directed ;  and  in  case  any  person  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  within  the  time  aforesaid,  to  bring  or  cause  to 
be  brought  and  delivered  to  the  said  officer  or  officers  as 
aforesaid,  any  such  vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  of  no  other  effect  or  use  than  if 
it  had  never  been  stamped  ;  and  that  all  matters  or  things 
charged  with  the  aforesaid  duties,  which  shall  after  that 
time  be  engrossed,  printed  or  written  thereon,  shall  be 
of  no  other  effect  than  if  they  had  been  engrossed,  printed 
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OT  written  on  vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  not  marked  or 
stamped  at  all ;  and  all  persons  who  shall  engross,  print 
or  write  any  of  the  matters  or  things  hereby  charged  on 
such  vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  after  the  said  time, 
shall  forfeit  and  suffer  as  hereinbefore  is  enacted  for  per- 
sons writing,  printing  or  engrossing  on  vellum,  parch- 
ment or  paper  not  marked  or  stamped ;  provided  always^  Proviao. 
That  the  intention  of  altering  the  marks  or  stamps  be 
made  known  at  least  fifty  days  before  the  said  alteration 
take  effect. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  £*r"ng  iSy 
if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  at  any  time  or  J^^q^'^J^ 
times  hereafter,  counterfeit  or  forge  any  stamp  or  mark,  »nce  of  thu  act. 
to  resemble  any  stamp  or  mark  which  shall  be  provided, 
made  or  used  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  shall  counterfeit 
or  resemble  the  impression  of  the  same,  upon  vellum, 
imrchment  or  paper,  thereby  to  deprive  this  Common- 
wealth of  any  of  the  said  duties  on  vellum,  parchment  or 
paper ;  or  shall  utter,  vend  or  sell  any  vellum,  parchment 
or  paper,  with  such  counterfeit  mark  or  stamp  thereupon, 
knowing  such  mark  or  stamp  to  be  counterfeit ;  or  if  any 
person  whatsoever  shall  privately  and  fraudulently  use 
any  stamp  provided  or  used,  or  to  be  provided  or  used 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  so  as  thereby  to  defraud  this 
Commonwealth  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  then  every  such 
person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  in  due 
form  of  law,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of 
One  thousand  pounds^  with  treble  costs  of  suit,  or  be  pun- 
ished by  whipping,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  or 
by  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  sitting 
in  the  pillory,  or  be  subject  to  any  or  all  the  aforesaid 
punishments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  before  whom 
the  conviction  shall  be  had. 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  2fke*l!irethat 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  be,  and  hereby  is,  the aoTerai parts 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  proper  marks  or  wVaith^brsup"' 
stamps,  and  tg  take  care  that  the  several  parts  of  the  SUmprdV^uum, 
Commonwealth    be    sufficiently   furnished   with  vellum,  *^- 
parchment  or  paper,  stamped  and  marked  as  aforesaid, 
so  as  the  citizens  thereof  may  have  it  in  their  election  to 
buy  the  same  of  the  officer  or  persons  to  be  employed  by 
the  said   commissioner,  at  the  usual  and   most  common 
rates  above  the  said  duties,  or  to  bring  their  own  vellum, 
parchment  or   paper  to  be  stamped  as  aforesaid,  or  to 
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furaish  themselves  or  others  that  shall  have  done  the 
same. 
fppJS^®**  ^^^  Be  it  furthei*  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
all  penalties  hereby  imposed,  relating  to  the  said  duties 
upon  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  shall  be  the 
one  moiety  thereof,  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  other  moiety  thereof,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  inform  and  sue  for  the  same, 
in  any  Court  within  this  Commonwealth,  by  action  of  debt, 
information  or  indictment.  Marcli  18^  1785. 
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RESOLVES 


GENERAL,    COURT   OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,   ANNO  DOMINI  1784. 


1784.  —  May  Session. 

His  Excellency  JOHN  HANCOCK,  Esq ; 

Governor. 

His  Honor  THOMAS  GUSHING,  Esq ; 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

C0UNCELL0R8. 

Honorable  Jeremiah  Powell,  Honorable  Nathan  Gushing, 
Moses  Gill,  James  Prescott, 

Walter  Spooner,  Jonathan  Greenleaf, 

Timothy  Danielson,  Samuel  Holton, 

Benjamin  Ghadboume,  Esquires. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Gentlemen  who  compose  the  two 
Branches  of  the  GENERAL  COURT,  viz. 

SENATORS. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Esq;  President. 
County  of  Suffolk.  County  of  Essex  —  Gon. 

Hon.  Samuel  Adams,  Hon.  Aaron  Wood, 

Jabez  Fisher,  Tristram  Dalton,  Esquires. 

Cotton  Tufts, 

William  Heath,  County  of  Middlesex. 

John  Lowell,  Esquires.  ^    -" 

Hon.  Josiah  Stone, 
County  of  Essex.  Abraham  Fuller, 

Hon.  Stephen  Ghoate,  Eleazer  Brooks, 

Samuel  Phillips,  jun.  Ebenezer  Bridge,  Esquires. 
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SENA  TORS  —  Concluded. 


County  of  Hampshire. 

Hon.  John  Bliss, 

John  Hastings, 

Caleb  Strong,  Esquires. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Hon.  Charles  Turner, 

Hugh  Orr,  Esquires. 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Hon.  Solomon  Freeman,  Esq. 

County  of  Bristol. 

Hon.  Thomas  Durfee, 

Elisha  May,  Esquires. 

County  of  York. 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esq. 


County  of  Dukes  County  and 
Nantucket. 

Hon.  Beriah  Norton,  Esq. 

County  of  Worcester. 

Hon.  Samuel  Baker, 
Seth  Washburne, 
Israel  Nichols, 
Jonathan  Warner,  Esquires. 

County  of  Cumberland. 
Hon.  John  Lewis,  Esq. 

County  of  Lincoln. 
Hon.  William  Lithgow,  jun.  Esq. 

County  oj  Berkshire. 
Hon.  Jahleel  Woodbridge, 

Theodore  SedgH'ick,  Esq  Vs. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Hon.  SAMUEL  A.  OTIS,  Esq;  Speaker, 


For  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

(  Hon.  William  Phillips,  Esq. 

Hon.  Caleb  Davis,  Esq. 
§  I  Hon.  Samuel  A.  ()tis,  Esq. 
g  -{  Thomas  Dawes,  Esq. 
o     John  Kg  we,  Escj. 

Hon.  James  Sullivan,  Esq. 
^  Samuel  Breck,  Esq. 
RoxOury,  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke. 
Dorchester,  James  Swan,  Esq. 
Milton,  Edward  II.  Robbins,  Esq. 
Braintree,  Col  Ebenezer  Thayer, 

jun. 
Wcyrfiouth,  Nathaniel  Bayley,  Esq. 
Hingham^  Col.  Charles  Cushing. 
Cohasset^  Thomas  J^athrop,  Esq 
Dedhujn,  Mr  Nathaniel  Kingsbury. 
^ledficld,  Daniel  Perry,  Es(| 
StoiKjhton,  Capt.  James  Endicott. 
Sharoti 
BellitKjham. 

Medway,  Capt.  Joseph  Lovell. 
Wrcntharn,  Capt  Oliver  Pond. 
Brookline,  Mr.  John  Goddard. 
Needham. 

Walpole,  Major  Seth  Bullard. 
Chelsea. 
Hull. 

Frankliri,  Mr.  Samuel  Lethbridge. 
Foxborough,  Mr.  John  Everett. 


County  of  Essex. 

Salem,  William  Vans,  Esq. 
Nathan  Goodale,  Esq. 
Mr.  Samuel  Page. 
Mr.  Miles  Greenwood. 
Da?ivers,  Mr.  Gideon  Putnam. 
Ipswich,  Dr.  John  Manning. 

John  Patch,  Esq. 
Neicbury,  Ebenezer  March,  Esq. 

Mr.  Joshua  Ordway. 
Newburyport,  Hon.  Tristram  Dal- 
ton,  Esq. 
Kufus  King,  Esq. 
Marblchead,  Sanuiel  Sewall,  Esq. 
Cai)t.  Nathaniel  Lind- 
sey 
Lynn,  and  Lynnjield,  Mr.  John 
Carnes. 
Andover,  Hon.  Samuel  Osgood, 

p]sq. 
Beverly,  Mr.  Nathan  Dane. 
Rowley,  Capt.  Thomas  Mighill. 
Salisbury,  Benjamin  Evans,  Esq. 
Haverhill,  Samuel  White,  Esq. 
Gloucester,  Col  Joseph  Foster. 
Topsfield,  Mr  Abraham  Ilobbs. 
Amesbnry,  Mr.  John  Barnard. 
Bradford,  Daniel  Thurston,  Esq. 
Meihuen, 
Boxford,  Capt.  Isaac  Adams. 
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BEPEESENTATIVES-^  Continued. 


Cofinty  of  Essex  —  Con. 

Wenham. 

Manchester, 

MiddltUm. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Cambridge^  Samuel  Thatcher,  Esq. 

(Jharlestorivn. 

Walertotim,  William  Hunt,  Esq. 

Wobum,  Samuel  Wyman,  Esq. 

Concord,  Hon.  Joseph  Hosmer,  Esq. 

Newton,  Mr.  Thomas  Parker. 

Beading,  James  Bancroft,  Esq. 

Marlborough,  Mr.  VVinslow  Brig- 
ham. 

BiUerica,  Major  Edward  Farmer. 

Franiingham,  Mr.  William  Brown. 

Lexington^  Benjamin  Brown,  Esq. 

Chelmsford,  Mr.  Aaron  Chamber- 
lain. 

Sherburne,  Daniel  Whitney,  Esq. 

Sudbury,  William  Rice,  Esq. 

Maiden,  Ezra  Sargent,  Esq. 

Weston,  Capt.  Isaac  Jones. 

Medford,  Mr  Aaron  Hall. 

HopHnton,  Capt  Walter  M' Far- 
land 

Westford,  Mr  Francis  Laighton. 

Waltham,  Mr  Abner  Sanderson. 

Stow, 

Grot<fn,  Dr  Benjamin  Morse. 

Shirley. 

PepperelL 

Townshend,  Mr.  William  Hobart. 

Dracutt,  Capt.  Joseph   Bradley 

Bedford.       ^'*""^- 

HollisUm,  Capt  Staples  Chamber- 

AcLon       }     ^*^^- 

Carlisle,  S  ^^ancis  Faulkner,  Esq. 

Dunstable,  Mr.  Joseph  Danforth. 

Lincobi. 

Wilmington. 

Tewkstmry. 

Littleton,  Mr.  Jonathan  Patch. 

Ashby. 

Stoneham. 

Natick. 

East  Sudbury,  John  Noyes,  Esq. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Springfield,  Mr  Thomas  Dwight. 
West  Springfield,  Abraham  Bur- 
bank,  Esq. 
Justin  Ely,Esq. 


County  of  Hampshire  —  Con. 

Wilbraham,  Capt.  Phinehas  Steb- 

bins. 
Northampton, 
South  Hadley, 
Amherst,  Capt.  Eli  Parker. 
Granby,  Mr.  Benjamin  Eastman. 
Hatfield,  Hon.  John  Hastings,  Esq. 
WhcUeley, 

William.*iburg,  Mr.  William  Bod- 
man. 
Westfield,  John  Ingersol,  Esq. 
Mr.  Samuel  Fowler. 
Deerfield. 
Conway, 
Sunderland, 
Brimfield. 
South  Brimfield, 

New  Salem,  Capt.  Jacob  Sampson. 
Ashfield,  Capt.  Elisha  Grenson. 
Worthington,  Mr.  Jonathan  Brew- 

Chesterfield, 

Chesterfield  Gore, 

Suffield. 

Monson, 

Pelham,  Mr  Thomas  Johnson. 

Hadley,  Capt.  Oliver  Smith. 

Palmer,  Capt.  David  Spear. 

Montague 

Northfield,  Mr.  Aaron  Whitney. 

Belchertown,  Mr  Joseph  Sraitlfi. 

Colrain,  Hugh  M'Clalleu,  Esq. 

Charlemont. 

Shelbume,  Mr.  Benjamin  Xash. 

Southwick^  Dr.  Isaac  Coit. 

Granville,  Oliver  Phelps,  Esq. 

Greenfield,  David  Smead,  Es(|. 

Greeiiwich,  Mr.  Caleb  West. 

South  Hampton,    Mr    Jonathan 

Clark. 
Warwick,  Mr.  James  Ball. 
Blanford. 
Ware. 
Leverett. 
Chester. 
Berjinrdston. 

Shutesbury,  Mr.  John  Powers,  jun. 
Ervingshire, 
Enfield, 
Somers. 
Ludlow. 
Noryyich. 
West  Hampton. 
Merryfield, 
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REPRESENTA  TIVES — Continued. 


County  of  Hampshire—  Con. 

Buckland,  Samuel  Taylor,  Esq. 
0Mm7nt«gr^(>w,Mr.Ebenezer  Snell. 
Long  Meadow^  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ely, 
jun. 

County  of  Plymouth. 
Plymouth,  Joshua  Thomas,  Esq. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davis,  jun. 
Sciiuate,  Israel  Vinai,  Esq. 
JDuxboroughyMr.  Zedekiah  Sanger. 
Marshfield,  Samuel  Oakman,  Esq. 
Bridgewaier,  Capt  Nathan  Mitchel. 
Middleborough,  Sir.  Isaac  Thomson 
Mr.  Zebedee  Sprout 
Rochester,  Col.  Ebenezer  White. 
Plimpton,  Capt.  Francis  Shurtliflf. 
Pembroke,  Capt.  John  Turner. 
Kingsto7i,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Wash- 
burn. 
Abington,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown. 
Hanover,  Mr.  Melzar  Curtis. 
Halifax,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Esq. 
Wareham,  Capt.  David  Nye. 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Barnstable,  Nymphas  Marston,  Esq. 
Sheaijashub  Bourne, 
Esq. 
Sandwich,  Joseph  Nye,  Esq. 
Yarmouth,  David  Thatcher,  Esq. 
Eastham. 

Harwich,  Capt.  Kimbal  Clark. 
Wellfteet. 
Falmouth. 
Truro 
Chatham. 
Province  Town. 

County  of  Bristol. 

Taunton,  Job  Smith,  Esq. 

George  Godfrey,  Esq. 
Eehoboth,  Stephen  Bullock,  Esq. 
Swanzey,  Colonel  Simeon  Potter. 
Dartmouth,  Capt.  William  Clag- 

ham. 
Norton,  Capt.  Israel  Trow. 
Altleborough,  Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Z)iyA^ow, Mr.  Thomas  Bailies  Rich- 
mond 
Freetown,  Capt  Levi  Rounsevoll. 
Rainham,  Capt.  Noah  Hall. 
Easton. 

Mansfield,  Capt.  John  Pratt. 
Berkley,  Samuel  Tobey,  Esq. 


CourUy  of  York. 

York,  Col  Edward  Grow. 

Kittery,  Mr,  Joshua  Hubbard. 

Wells,  Capt  Joshua  Bragdon. 

Berwick,  John  Hill,  Esq. 

Arundell. 

Biddeford,  Capt.  Benjamin  Hooper. 

Pepperellborough,  Mr.  Paul  Jun- 

kins. 
BuoUon, 

Lebanon,  Mr.  Joshua  Pray. 
Sanford, 
Fryeburg, 
Coxhall. 
Massabeseck, 
Limerick. 
Brownfield. 
LUtle  Falls. 

County  of  Dukes  County. 

Edgarton. 

Chilmark,  Mr.  Benjamin  Basset 

Tisbury,  Shubel  Cottle,  Esq. 

County  of  Nantucket. 

Sherburne,  Alexander  CoflBln,  Esq. 
Mr  Peleg  Coffin,  jim. 
Mr  Stephen  Paddock. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Worcester,  Samuel  Curtis,  Esq. 
Lancaster. 
Woodstock. 

Mendon,  Capt.  Peter  Penniman. 
Brookfield,  Capt.  Benjamin  Rice. 
Oxford,  Capt  Jeremiah  Learned. 
Charlton,  Mr  Ebenezer  Davis. 
Sutton,  Amos  Singletary,  Esq. 
Leceister,  no  choice. 
Spencer,  Mr.  Isaac  Jenkes. 
Rutland,  John  Fessenden,  Esq. 
Oakham. 
Hubbard.Hon. 
New  Braintree,  Maj.  Joseph  Bow- 

Southborough, 
Westboro\ 
Northboro\ 

Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hay- 
wood. 
Lunenburg,  Capt  Josiah  Steams. 
Fitdibiirg,  Thomas  Cowdln,  Esq. 
Uxbridge,  Col.  Seth  Reed. 
Northbridge. 
Harvard,  Mr.  Joseph  Stone. 
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REPRE8ENTA  TIVES  —  Concluded. 


County  of  Worcester — Con. 

Bolton^  Ephraim  Fairbanks,  Esq. 

SturbridgCy  Ebenezer  Crafts,  Esq. 

Eardwich. 

Western^  Col.  James  Stone. 

Leominsler^  Hon.  Israel  Nichols, 

Holden.  ^^ 

Douglas^  Mr.  Eliphaz  Steams. 
Orctflon^  Capt.  Nathaaiel  Sherman. 
Petersham^  Jonathan  Grout,  Esq. 
Boyalston^  John  Frye,  Esq. 
Fc*^T»i?i5ter,Capt.Elisha  Jackson. 
Mhol,  Hiram  Newhall,  Esq. 
Tenipleton,  Capt  Ezekiel  Knowl- 

ton. 
Princeton^  Hon.  Moses  Gill,  Esq. 
Ashbumham. 
Winchendon. 
Upton. 

Dudley,  Mr.  Jonathan  Day. 
Paxton,  Mr.  Abraham  Smith. 
Barre,  Capt.  Benjamin  Lee. 
Ward,  Capt.  John  Prentice. 
MUford,  Capt.  Ichabod  Thaj-er. 
Sterling,  Capt  Ephraim  Wilder. 

County  of  Cumberland. 

Falmouth,  Mr.  Benjamin  Titcomb. 

Joseph  Noyes,  Esq. 
NorthTarmouth,^iY  Samuel  Mer- 
rill. 
Scarborofigh,  William  Tompson, 

Esq. 
Oorham,  Mr.  Josiah  Thatcher. 
liew  Gloucester,  Mr.  Peleg  Chand- 

Cape  Elizabeth.      ^^^'' 

Brunswick. 

Harpswell. 

Windham. 

Grey. 

Pearsontown. 

Boyalsborough 

Baymondstown, 

BcUcerstown. 

Sylvester. 

Bridgetown, 

County  of  Lincoln. 
Pou;nalborough,^lr.  Joseph  Chris- 


Georgetown. 


tophers. 


New  Castle,  Major  John  Farley 

Woolwich,  Nathaniel  Th  wing,  Esq. 

Topsham. 

Bowdoinham,  Mr.  Zacheus  Beal. 


County  of  Lincoln  —  Con. 
Boothbay,  Capt.  Paul  Reed. 
Bristol,  William  Jones,  Esq. 
VassaXborough. 
Winthrop,  Mr.  Robert  Page. 
Winslow. 
Waldoborough, 
Edgcomb. 
Hallowell 
Belfast. 

Warren,  Thomas  Stari'et,  Esq. 
Thomasiown,  Mr.  John  Dillaway. 
Bath,  Rev.  Mr  Francis  Winter. 
PUtstown. 
St.  Georges. 
Meduncook. 
Walpole 
Bowardstown. 
Norwich  Walk, 
Sterlington, 
Lewislown, 
Ballstown. 
Wales. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Sheffield,  and       >  John    Ashley, 
Mt.  W(ishington,\     jun.  Esq. 
Great  Barrington,  Elijah  Dwight, 

Esq. 
Partridgefield,  Mr.  Ebenezer 

Pierce. 
Uew  Marlboro\  Jabez  Ward,  Esq. 
Williamstown,  Capt.  Joseph  T. 
Lanesborough.      Skinner. 
Piilsficld,  Dr  Timothy  Childs. 
Lenox,  William  Walicer,  Esq. 
Stockbridge,  Hon.  John   Bacon, 

Esq. 
Egremont,  Capt.  Oliver  Pier. 
Tyringham,  Capt.  Josiah  Brewer. 
Sandisfield,  Major  Sam.  Woolcott. 
Beckct,  Nathaniel  Kingsley,  Esq. 
Gagehoroiigh. 

Hancock,  Samuel  Hand,  Esq. 
BichmoTid,  Mr.  William  Lusk. 
Loudon. 
Washington. 
West  ^^ocA^rid(7e,Elijah  Williams, 

Esq. 
Alford,  Mr.  Ehud  Hopkins. 
Adams,  Capt  Reubin  Hinman. 
Ashawelet  Equivalent. 
New  Ashford. 
Lee,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Jenkins 
Windsor,  Capt.  L.  Grosvenor. 
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Chapter  1. 

ChaV*     1    RESOLVE  RELATING  TO  LANDS  LYING  TO  THE  WESTWARD  OP 

^  HUDSON'S    RIVER,    REQUESTING   THE    GOVERNOR   TO    SEND 

THE  SAME  BY  EXPRESS  TO  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  STATE; 

AND    GRANTING    ONE    HUNDRED     POUNDS     TO     THE     SAID 

EXPRESS. 

Hesolvedj  That  the  following  petition  be  forwarded  to 
the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  and 
that  the  said  delegates  prefer  the  same  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  a  foundation  of  farther 
proceedings  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  order  to  regain  the 
possession  of  such  part  of  the  land  therein  described,  as 
the  said  Commonwealth  have  been  disseized  of. 

To  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts :  Sheweth. 

That  whereas  James  the  firsts  late  King  of  Great 
Britain^  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date  at  West- 
minster ^  the  third  day  of  November y  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  unto  the  Council  established  at 
Plymouthy  in  the  county  of  Devouy  and  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain^  commonly  called  the  Council  for  planting,  rul- 
ing and  ordering  and  governing  of  New  England^  in 
America,  all  that  part  of  America,  lying  and  being  in 
breadth  from  forty  to  forty-eight  degrees  of  northerly  lati- 
tude, and  of  length,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  afore- 
said throughout  the  main  lands,  from  sea  to  sea,  to  hold 
the  same  to  themselves,  their  successors  and  assigns  for- 
ever ;  and  whereas  the  said  Council  established  at  PZ?/m- 
outh,  by  their  deed,  indented  under  their  seal,  dated  the 
nineteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  frst,  late  King  of  Great  Britain,  did  bargain, 
sell,  enfeoff',  alien  and  continii  unto  Sir  Flenry  liosstcell 
and  his  associates,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  part  of  New  England,  in  America,  which  lieth  and 
extendeth  between  a  great  river  called  Merimack,  and  a 
certain  other  Kiver  there  called  Charles  River,  being  the 
bottom  of  a  bay,  there  called  Massachusetts  Bay;  and 
also  all  those  lands  lying  within  three  English  miles  to 
the  southward  of  the  southermost  part  of  the  said  Bay, 
and  extending  thence,  northward  in  latitude  to  the  north- 
ward of  every  part  of  the  said  Kiver  Merimack',  and  in 
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ihe  breadth  of  latitude  aforesaid,  extending  throughout 
all  the  main  land  in  longitude  westwardly  to  the  southern 
ocean  :  And  the  said  Legislature  in  their  claim  herein 
described,  do  aver,  that  the  Point,  a  place  situate  three 
miles  south  of  the  Bay  called  Massachiiselis  Bay,  is  a 
point  or  place  situate  in  forty-two  degrees  of  northern 
latitude,  two  minutes  north,  and  that  the  place,  point  or 
boundary  aforesaid  of  three  miles  to  the  northward  of 
every  part  of  the  River  Merimack^  is  a  place  or  point 
situate  in  forty-four  degrees  in  northern  latitude,  fifteen 
minutes  north,  and  that  by  the  grant  aforesaid,  the  said 
Sir  Henry  liossivell  and  his  associates  became  seized  of 
all  the  lands  before  described,  and  contained  in  the  grant 
aforesaid,  of  the  said  Council  established  at  Plymouth; 
and  that  the  same  grant  was  confinned  to  the  said  Sir 
Henry  Rosswell  and  his  associates  by  the  said  King 
Charles,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  reign,  and  that  the  said  Sir  Hf^nry  Rosswell  and  his 
associates  were  immediately  upon  the  making  the  grant 
aforesaid  by  the  said  Council,  in  the  actual  seizen  and 
possession  of  all  the  lands  aforesaid,  and  for  many  years 
held  the  same,  under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  Massachusetts  Bay^  in  New  England,  and 
that  such  proceedings  and  possessions  have  been  done 
and  had  respecting  the  territory  aforesaid,  granted  to  the 
said  Sir  Henry  liosswell  and  his  associates,  and  such  sub- 
sequent grants  have  been  made  of  the  same,  that  all  the 
said  territory  is  now  the  just  and  proper  right  of  the  Com- 
monwealth aforesaid ;  and  all  this  the  said  Legislature 
are  ready  to  verify. 

And  whereas  the  State  of  New  York  have  set  up  a 
claim  to  some  piirt  of  the  land  heforemenlioned,  and  it 
being  highly  necessary  to  have  the  same  chiims  brought 
to  an  immediate  decision  ;  they  do  therefore,  in  behalf 
of  the  said  Commonwealth,  most  solemnly  request  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
commissioners  may  be  appointed  for  enquiring  into,  and 
determining  upon  the  claim  aforesaid,  of  the  said  Legis- 
lature, and  that  such  other  proceedings  respecting  the 
premises  may  be  had,  as  are  by  the  i'cederal  government 
of  the  said  United  States  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

May  27,  1784. 
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Chapter  2. 

Chap*   2      RESOLVE  RELATING  TO  LANDS  LAYING  TO  THE  WEST  OF   HUD- 
^'  SOWS    RIVER,  REQUESTING   THE  GOVERNOR  TO  SEND  THE 

SAME  BY  EXPRESS  TO  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  STATE;  AND 
GRANTING  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  THE  SAID  EXPRESS. 

Besolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  write  to  the  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  Congress,  and  enclose  the  resolve  and  petition  this  day 
passed  on  the  subject  of  the  lands  laying  to  the  west  of 
Hudi<on^8  River ^  which  belong  to  this  Commonwealth,  and 
to  order  a  suitable  express  to  carry  the  same  to  the  said 
delegates,  with  all  possible  dispatch.  And  also  to  draw 
a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  journey  with  the 
greatest  possible  expedition  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  same.  May  27,  1784. 

Chapter  3. 

Chap.   3      A    GRANT    OF    SIX    HUNDRED    POUNDS   TO    RICHARD  DEVEyS, 
^'  ESQ;   COMMISSARY  GENERAL,  TO   PROCURE  OIL  AND  OTHER 

ARTICLES. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Commis- 
sary General,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  from  the 
revenue  arising  from  the  light-houses,  to  enable  him  to 
procure  oil  and  other  articles  necessary  for  continuing 
the  lights.  May  27,  1784. 


Chap 


Chapter  4. 

4  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  PAUL  DUDLEY  SARGEST, 
AUTHORIZING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  TO  CAUSE  THE 
COMMISSIONERS  TO  SIT  AGAIN.  AND  ALLOW  THE  CLAIMS 
AGAINST  THE  ESTATE  OF  WILLIAM  BROWS,  ESQ. 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Dudley  Sargent,  praying  that 
the  Judge  of  Probate  in  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  may 
be  authorized  to  direct  the  commissioners  on  the  estate  of 
William  Brown,  Esq;  again  to  sit  and  examine  certain 
claitns  against  the  said  estate  in  the  said  petition  mentioned : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Judge  of  Probate,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Essex,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and 
empowered,  to  cause  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  again 
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to  sit«  examine  and  allow  such  just  claims  against  the 
estate  of  the  said  William  Brown  ^  Esq ;  as  may  be 
exhibited  by  the  said  Paul  Dudley  Sargent,  as  adminis- 
trator to  Catharine  Sargent,  late  of  Salem,  deceased,  the 
said  commission  of  the  said  Commissioners  having  been 
returned  to  the  said  Judge  of  Probate  and  closed,  not- 
withstanding. May  29,  1784, 


Chapter  5. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE  PETITIONS  OF* ROBERT  PEGIV  AND   ALICE  (JJiaT)     5 
PEGiy  AND  OTHERS.  EMPOWERING  THE  GUARDIAN  TO  THE  ^* 

INDIANS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PLYMOUTH,  TO  SELL  A  CERTAIN 
PART  OF  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petitions  of  Robert  Pegin  and  Alice  Pegin  his 
wife.  Patience  Wood  and  Deborah  James,  Indian  man 
and  Indian  tcomen,  all  of  Bridgewater  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  several  parcels  of 
land  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said  petitions,  for 
reasons  therein  set  forth. 

Resolved,  That  John  Turner,  David  Kingman  and 
John  Nelson,  EsqVs.  guardians  to  the  Indians  in  the 
county  of  Plyraouth,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  sell  so  much  of  the  land  mentioned  in 
the  said  petitions  as  will  answer  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  most  tlie  same  will  fetch.  And  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  the  behalf  of 
the  said  Indians  to  make  and  execute  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  said  lands  ;  they  the  said  guardians 
previously  ffiving  bonds,  with  su65eient  sureties,  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  that  the 
neat  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  lands  shall  be  faith- 
fully applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Indians,  and  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  their  said  petitions. 

June  4,  1784, 


Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE  ox  THE  PETITION  OP  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  Cj'ka'D     6 
OF  PRIXCETON,    CONFIRMING    THE    PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE  ^* 

SAID  TOW^N,  RELATIVE  TO  RAISING  THREE  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  ^o2^?no/*  Princeton, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester  : 

Whereas  the   General  Court  of  this  State  did,  by  their 
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resolve  of  the  second  of  December,  1780,  make  a  requisi- 
tion upon  the  town  of  Princeton,  of  nine  men^  for  the 
continental  service^  three  of  which  men  the  said  town  sup- 
plied by  three-ninth  parts  of  its  inhabitants  classing  them- 
selves; the  other  six  men  were  procured  and  agreed  to  be 
paid  by  the  remaining  six-ninths  of  the  said  inhabitants^ 
and  it  appearing  to  this  Court  that  the  said  inhabitants^ 
did,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  on  the  txoenty-sixth  day  of 
January,  1784,  called  for  that  purposey  vote  and  agree, 
that  the  assessors  for  the  time  being,  should  class  the  town 
to  pay  the  men  aforesaid,  ctnd  did  direct  the  said  assessors 
to  proportion  the  same  upon  the  valuatiotf,  taken  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  1780,  being  the  same  valuation  directed  to 
by  the  General  Court,  having  regard  to  the  three-ninth 
parts  of  the  town  who  procured  the  first  three  men  afore- 
said^ and  the  said  town  by  their  selectmen  having  prayed 
the  interposition  of  this  Court  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  Agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the 
said  petition,  that  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  town 
of  Princeton,  with  respect  to  the  three  men  raivsed  by  the 
three-ninth  parts  of  the  said  town,  and  also  the  proceed- 
ings and  agreements  of  the  said  town  at  their  meeting  the 
twenty-sixth  of  January,  1784,  be,  and  hereby  are  rati- 
fied and  confirmed,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  they 
had  been  done  at  the  time  the  said  soldiers  first  enlisted, 
any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

June  4,  1784. 


Chapter  7. 
Chan   7    ^  grant  of  three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds, 

-^'  seventeen    shillings    and    four    pence,    to    the    HON. 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD,  ESQ;  FOR  HIS  EXPENDITURES  AND 
attendance  AS  A  DELEGATE  FOR  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 
AT  CONGRESS. 

On  the  accounts^  of  the  Hon,  Samuel  Osgood,  Esq: 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  Osgood,  Esq ; 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds,  seven- 
teen shillings  and  four  pence,  in  full  discharge  of  his 
expenditures  and  attendance,  as  a  delegate  for  this 
Commonwealth  at  Congress,  from  the  twenty-third  of 
September,  1788,  to  the  first  of  May  last. 

June  5,  1784, 
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Chapter  8. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION  OF  OLIVER  WOOD,  ESQ;  REVERS-    CkaV    8 
ING  THE  JUDGMENT  AND  DIRECTING  A  NEW  TRIAL.  ^* 

On  the  pptition  of  Oliver  Wood,  q/*NoiTido^walk  plan- 
iatiojiy  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  I^sq;  praying  that  the 
judgment  obtained  against  him  at  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  held  at  Pownalborough,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  for  tico  hundred  and  fifty  pounds^  in  an  action 
of  the  case  brought  against  him  by  one  Joshua  Chamberlain, 
of  a  place  called  Seven  Mile  Brook,  may  be  set  aside  and 
a  new  trial  ordered  thereon^  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  said 
petition. 

Resolved^  That  the  above  described  judgment  be,  and 
hereby  is  reversed,  and  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  and 
that  a  new  trial  shall  be  had  on  the  above  described  case 
at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  holden  at 
Pownalborough^  in,  and  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  September  next,  and  that  the  Justices  of 
the  same  Court  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
hear  and  determine  the  same,  in  all  respects,  as  they 
should  or  ought  to  do  if  the  same  case  were  regularly 
depending  by  continuance  in  the  said  Court ;  and  that  all 
execution  on  the  aforementioned  judgment  be  stayed,  and 
that  the  said  Oliver  Wood  serve  the  said  Joshua  Cham- 
berlain, or  his  attorney,  with  an  attested  copy  of  this 
resolve,  fourteen  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court 
at  Pownalborough,  June  5,  1784, 


Chapter  9. 

REPORT     ON    THE    REPRESENTATION    OF    COL.    JOHS    ALLAN,  CkuV.  9 
RESPECTING    A    BELT    OF   WAMPUM    RECEIVED    FROM    THE  '^' 

INDIANS.  • 

On  a  letter  from  Col.  John  Allan  of  the  2d  instant: 

The  committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  consider 

this  letter,  ask  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion,  that  as  it 

appears  to  have  been  the  intention   of  the  Indians,  that 

the  Belt  of  Wampum  mentioned  in  the  said  letter,  should 

be  presented  to  Congress,  by  their  Superintendant,  it  is 

not  expedient  for  the  General  Court  to  take  any  further 

order  thereon.  June  7,  1784, 


208  1784.  — May  Session. 


Chapter  lO. 

ChaTi    10  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSHUA  HUBBARD^  IN  BEHALF 
-^'  OF    THE    TOWN    OF    KITTERT,  ABATING   THEM  A  FINE.  FOB 

NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Hubbard, /or,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  town  ©/"Kittery,  praying  for  the  abatement  of  a  fine 
laid  on  the  said  town^for  neglecting  to  send  a  Itepresenta- 
tive  to  the  General  Courts  in  the  year  1782,  for  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so 
far  granted,  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  town  of  Kit- 
tery^  the  sum  of  ihirty-two  pounds  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence,  it  being  one  half  of  the  fine  aforesaid. 

June  7,  1784. 


Chapter  11. 

Chan   n  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  sny ah,  (indian 

"*  WOMAN)  empowering  JOSIAH  STOXE,  ESQ;    AND    OTHERS, 

GUARDIANS,  TO  SELL  THE  HOUSE  AND  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Senah,  (Indian  woman) 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  a  house,  and  about  eleven  acres 
of  land  lying  in  Natick,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, /or 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved y  That  the  Hon.  Josiah  Stone j  Esq  ;  Eleazer 
Kingsbury  and  Joseph  Twitchel,  guardians  to  the  Natick 
tribe  of  Indians,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  to 
sell  the  said  house  and  land  for  the  most  the  same  will 
fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  in  their  said  capacity,  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  pur- 
,  chaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale 

to  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  just  debts  of  Eunice 
Spywood,  deceased,  late  owner  of  the  said  estate,  as 
mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  and  also  of  the  necessary 
charges  arising  by  the  said  sale,  and  the  remainder,  if  any 
there  be,  to  be  secured  for  the  use  of  the  said  Elizabeth 
Senah.  Jtme  7,  1784. 
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Chapter  12. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  CHILDS,  ESQ;  AGENT  (J^jy     12 
ON     THE     ESTATE    OF     FRANCIS     WALDO,     AN     ABSENTEE,  -^' 

DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SALE  OF  ABSENTEES 
ESTATES,  TO  DELIVER  HIM  A  NOTE,  AND  GRANTING  HIM 
NINE  POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS  IN  FULL. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Thoraas  Childs,  Usq;  agent  on  the 
estate  o/"  Francis  Waldo,  late  o/"  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  Esq;  an  absentee  ^  setting  forth  that  the  com- 
.  mittee  appointed  by  the  General  Courts  for  settling  the 
estates  of  absentees  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  to  make 
deeds  of  such  lands  to  their  creditors ^  did  make  a  deed  to 
him,  the  said  Thomas  Childs,  of  apiece  of  land  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  the  said  Francis  Waldo,  valued  at  Two  hun- 
dred eight  pounds,  which  was  Ten  pminds,  eleven  shillingn 
more  than  the  debt  due  to  the  said  Thomas  Childs,  for 
which  sum  he  gave  his  note  to  the  committee;  that  the  said 
agent,  on  the  second,  of  Septeml)er,  1783,  did  settle  his 
accounts  of  agency  with  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  said 
county,  and  there  was  due  to  him  as  agent.  Twenty  pounds, 
one  shilling  and  ten  pence;  and  praying  that  his  note 
abovementioned  may  be  given  up  and  the  remaining  part 
of  the  balance  be  paid  him: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  committee  for  settling  the  estates  of  absentees  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  are  hereby  ordered  to  give  up 
to  the  said  Thomas  Childs  his  note  of  Ten  pounds,  eleven 
shillings;  and  that  Nine  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  ten 
pence,  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  full  of  all  his  accounts  as  agent  on  the  said 
estate  of  the  said  Francis  Waldo,  Esq.  June  7, 1784, 
_  f 

Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE   AUTHORIZING   THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE   FOR   THE  pknn     IS 
COUNTY    OF   MIDDLESEX,    TO   AUTHORIZE   COMMISSIONERS  ^'^^F*    ^^ 
FOR  EXAMINING  CLAIMS    ON    ABSENTEES    ESTATES    IN    THE 
SAID     COUNTY,     TO    EXAMINE    THE     CLAIMS     OF     JOSHUA 
HENSHAW,    ESQ;    ON    THE    ESTATE    OF   JOHN    VASSAL,    AN 
ABSENTEE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Henshaw,  Esq: 
Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  .authorize  the  commissioners  appointed  for  re-ex- 
aminipg  the   claims  upon   absentees  estates  in  the  said 
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county  to  examine  the  demand  of  the  said  Joshua  Hen- 
shaw^  and  if  the  said  commissioners  shall  find  the  said 
demand  to  be  just  and  reasonable^  to  report  the  same, 
and  upon  such  report  the  said  Judge  of  Probate  is 
directed  to  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  a  warrant  on  the 
treasury  -of  this  Commonwealth  for  payment  of  the  same. 

June  8,  1784. 


Chapter  14. 

Chap.  14  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOXATHAy  BRADSHAW,  EM- 
POWERING THE  JUSTICE  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT 
TO  RECEIVE  HIS  COMPLAINT  AT  THEIR  NEXT  SESSIONS  TO 
BE  HOLDEN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Bradshaw  of  Charlestown, 
iw  the  county  of  Middlesex,  labourer^  stating  that  at  a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Cambridge,  within  and 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
November  last^  he  recovered  judgment  against  Nathaniel 
Prentiss  of  the  said  Charlestown,  sadler^  for  the  sum  of 
Three  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  seven  pence  lawful 
money ^  damage  and  costs  ofsuit^  by  default^  from  which 
judgment  the  said  Prentiss  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  then  next  to  be  holden  in  the  said  county;  and  that 
the  said  Bradshaw  was  prevented  entering  his  complaint 
against  the  said  Prentiss  by  accident: 

Resolved^  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
receive  the  said  complaint  of  the  said  Bradshaw^  at  their 
sessions  next  to  be  holden  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex^  and  to^proceed  thereon  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  might  by  law  have  done,  if  the  said  Bradshaic  had 
entered  his  complaint  in  the  action  aforesaid  at  their  ses- 
sions in  the  said  county  next  after  tl^e  said  last  Tues- 
day of  November^  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  June  8,  1784. 

Chapter  15. 

Chav   15  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  KiLBURy  and  othbrs, 
^*  empowering  the  judge  of  probate  for  the  county 

of  worcester,  to  authorize  commissioners  to  exam- 
ine said  person's  claims  against  the  estate  of  abel 
willard,  an  absentee. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Joseph  Kilburn  and  others^  setting 
forth  that  they  had  not  sufficient  notice  of  the  appoint^nent 
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of  commissioners  on  the  estate  of  Ahel  Willard,  JSsq;  of 
Lancaster,  deceased^  represented  insolvent^  and  praying 
that  the  said  commissioners  may  be  directed  to  receive^ 
examine  and  allow  the  claims  of  the  said  petitioners^  so 
far  as  they  may  appear  just: 

Resolved^  Th.it  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills,  and  for 
granting  letters  of  administration,  for  the  county  of 
Worcester^  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to 
authorize  the  said  commissioners  to  receive  and  examine 
the  claims  of  the  said  petitioners  on  the  said  estate,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  timely  presented 
therefor,  and  to  allow  them  such  further  time  for  that 
purpose,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary.  June  8j  1784. 

Chapter  16. 

BESOLVE  AUTHORIZING  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR  OF  THE  Chat)     16 
TOWN  OF  BOSTOy,   TO  CONTRACT  WITH  A  PHYSICIAN  TO     ^* 
ATTEND  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Resolved^  That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town 
of  Boston^  be  a  committee  to  contract  with  a  physician  to 
attend  upon,  and  provide  medicines  for  the  space  of  one 
year  (to  be  considered  as  ending  the  thirteenth  day  of 
May^  1785)  for  such  sick  persons,  being  of  the  poor 
belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  as  now  are,  or  may  be 
in  the  almshouse  in  the  town  of  Boston^  during  the  said 
year ;  and  the  said  committee  are  authorized  to  contract 
accordingly.  June  8,  1784. 

Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  POUNDS  TO  QkaV     17 
WILLIAM  DREW,  ESQ;   FOR   REPAIRING    THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  -^' 

AT  THE   GURNET. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Courts  o/"  July  last^ 
William  Drew,  Esq;  was  appointed  to  repair  and  put  in 
order  the  light  house  on  the  Gurnet  at  the  entrance  of  Plym- 
outh harbour^  and  to  lay  his  accounts  before  the  General 
Courts  for  allowance  and  payment^  but  for  want  of  means 
and  money  the  light  house  has  hitherto  been  neglected: 

Resolved 9  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  said  William  Drew^  Esq  ;  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds,  out  of  the  light  money  that  is, 
or  may  be  collected,  to  enable  him  to  compleat  the  busi- 
ness of  his  appointment;  and  he  to  be  accountable  for 
the  same.  June  9,  1784. 
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Chap. 


Chapter  18. 

18  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  PETER  CASTAING  AND  WIL- 
LIAM ETSSAXDEAU,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY 
THE  SAID  PETER  CASTAISG  FOUR  NOTES.  TO  THE  AMOUNT 
OF  THREE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX  POUNDS,  FIVE 
SHILLINGS;  AND  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  CERTIFY 
THEIR  FAITHFUL  SERVICES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Peter  Castaing  and  William  EyssaD- 
deau,  Captains  in  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the  late  army 
of  the  United  States^  praying  for  relief  in  their  peculiar 
circumstances : 

Whereas  the  said  Peter  Castaing  has  in  his  possession 
four  noteSy  given  him  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common-' 
wealthy  the  principals  of  which  taken  collectively  amount  to 
Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  pounds  y  five  shillings: 

Mesolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  to  the  said  Peter  Cas- 
taing, on  his  delivering  the  said  notes  to  the  Treasurer, 
the  beforementioned  sum  of  Three  hundred  seventy-six 
pounds,  five  shillings,  together  with  the  interest  which 
shall  be  found  due  on  the  said  notes  at  the  time  of  their 
redemption,  any  resolve,  law  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  June  9,  1784. 

Chapter  19. 

19  RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GIVE  CERTIFICATES 
IN  FAVOR  OF  CAPTAINS  CASTAISG  AND  EYSSANDEAU,  EX- 
PRESSING THE  SENSE  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH ENTERTAIN  OF  THEIR  SERVICES  IN  THE  LATE  WAR. 

liesolvedy  That  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
entertain  a  due  sense  of  the  faithful  services  of  Captain 
Castaing  and  Captain  Eyssandeau,  whilst  in  the  t-ervice 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the 
army  ;  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  certify  the  same  under  the  seal  of  this  Commonwealth, 
in  common  form.  June  9, 1784. 

Chapter  20. 

Char}    20  resolve  on  the  petition  of  ebenezer  crafts,  esq;  in 
-^'  behalf  op  the  town  of  sturbridge,  granting  to  the 

said  town  one  hundred  thirty-four  pounds,  eleven 
shillings,  for  supporting  one  john  lace. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Crafts,  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Sturbridge,  praying  for  a  compensation  of 


Chap. 
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the  charffs  and  expence  the  said  town  hath  been  at  for  mip- 
porting  John  Lace,  a  sick  and  indigent  person^  having  no 
legal  residence  hut  in  the  Commonwealth  at  large,  from 
May,  1780,  to  the  seventeenth  of  May,  1784. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  unto  the  selectmen 
of  Sturbridgey  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  thirty-four 
pounds,  eleven  shillings,  in  full  for  the  expence  they  have 
been  at  for  the  support  of  John  Lace,  up  to  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  May,  A.  D.  1784.  Jane  9,  1784. 


Chapter  21. 

RESOLVE   APPOINTING   A   COMMITTEE    TO    RECEIVE,   EXAMINE  Chat).    21 
AND  PASS  ON  ACCOUNTS.  ■^' 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Turner,  Seth  Washburn,  Joseph 
Hosmer,  Esq'rs ;  Mr.  Joseph  Bradley  Varnum,  and  Ezra 
Sargent,  Esq ;  be  a  committee  to  receive,  examine  and 
pass  on  all  accounts  that  are  now,  or  may  be  exhibited, 
for  the  support  of  such  indigent  persons  as  are  the  proper 
charge  of  the  State,  and  all  other  accounts  (those  only 
excepted  that  are  or  may  be 'committed  to  a  special  com- 
mittee) that  shall  be  exhibited  for  services  performed, 
cash  advanced,  or  property  sold  for  the  use  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, by  order  of  the  Genenil  Court,  or  any  person 
or  persons  authorized  to  incur  such  expence,  where  the 
same  are  properly  vouched ;  and  that  the  committee  be 
vested  with  the  same  powers,  and  observe  the  same  rules 
which  were  prescribed  in  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  appointing  a  committee  to 
examine  and  pass  on  accounts,  provided  fliat  the  said 
committee  do  not  sit  on  the  business  of  their  appoint- 
ment at  any  time  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court. 

June  12,  1784. 


Chapter  22. 

RESOLVE     ON     THE    PETITION     OF     BENJAMIN     CONVERS,    OP   fll.^^    oo 
CHESTER,    GIVING    HIM     LEAVE     TO     ENTER    HIS    APPEAL   ^"'^P*  ^^ 
FROM   THE   JUDGMENT  GIVEN  IN  A  CERTAIN  ACTION,  MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Benjamin  Convers,  q/*  Chester,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  yeoman,  praying  for  a  neta  trial 
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upon  an  action  brought  against  him  by  Jacob  Davis,  of 
Charlt<m,  Esq;  at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  hdd  at 
Worcester,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  September  last: 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  enter  his 
appeal  from  the  judgment  given  in  the  said  action  by 
the  same  Court  with  the  clerk  thereof,  at  the  next  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  to  be  holden  at  the  said  Worcester^ 
within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  the  first  Tuesday  in 
September  next;  and  shall  recognize  as  the  Justices  of 
the  same  Court  shall  direct  to  prosecute  his  appeal  at  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  next  to  be  holden  within  and  for 
the  said  county,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  same  Sep^ 
tember^  and  the  petitioner  is  hereby  fully  authorized  to 
enter  his  appeal  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  shall 
then  and  there  have  full  liberty  to  plead  a  plea,  and  to 
have  a  trial  upon  the  same  action  there  in  the  same  way 
as  if  he  had  appealed  in  the  common  and  ordinary  course 
of  law,  and  the  execution  which  hath  issued  upon  the 
judgment  aforesaid  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect 
in  law,  as  if  the  trial  so  had  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  was  on  a  review  of  the  action,  and  no  other. 

June  12,  1784. 

Chapter  23. 

ChaV    23  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  op  WILLIAM  COOKE,  DECLARING 

-^*  NULL   AND    VOID    A   CERTAIN    JUDGMENT,   AND  DIRECTING 

THE  CLERK  OF  THE  SAID  COURT  TO  BRING  FORWARD  THE 

ACTION    MENTIONED,   THE    SAID    COOKE    TO    NOTIFY    MR. 

GABRIEL  JOHONNOT. 

Upon  the  Petition  q/'William  Coo^<^,  praying  for  a  trial 
on  an  action  brought  by  Gabriel  Johonnot,  against  him,  as 
set  forth  in  his  petition  : 

liesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  judgment  given  in  the  action 
aforesaid,  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at 
Bostoiiy  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  last,  and  the 
execution  issued  thereon,  is  declared  null  and  void,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  said  Court  is  directed  to  bring  forward 
the  said  action,  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be 
holden  at  Boston,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  next,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  been  duly  continued  to  that  Court ;   at 
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which  time  the  parties  shall  be  allowed  any  new  plea,  and 
proceed  to  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  default  had 
been  made  thereon,  and  no  judgment  had  been  given  ;  said 
WUliam  Cooke  to  notify  the  said  Gabriel  Johonnot,  by 
leaving  with  him  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve,  at  least 
fourteen  days  before  the  time  of  the  said  Court's  sitting. 

June  14  J  1784. 

Chapter  24. 

RESOLVE    GRANTING    TO   BACH   OP  THE    DELEGATES.   REPRE-  (JJiaT)    24 
8ENTING   THIS   STATE   IN   CONGRESS,  THIRTY-THREE  SHIL-   ^      ^' 
LINGS  PER  DAY. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  to  each  delegate,  who 
shall  hereafter  be  chosen  to  represent  this  Commonwealth 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  his  service  and 
expences  for  each  day,  (Lord's  day  included,)  from  the 
time  of  his  leaving  home,  until  his  return,  the  sum  of 
Thirty-three  shillings.  June  14y  1784. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OP  SAflAH  DANA,  GUARDIAN  TO  CkaV     25 
ORLANDO  BBNRT,  CALEB  AND  JAMBS  DANA.  -^* 

On  the  petition  of  Sarah  Dana,  guardian  of  Orlando 
Dana,  Henry  Dana,  Caleb  Dana  and  James  Dana,  setting 
forth y  that  George  Dana,  executor  rfthe  last  will  and  tes- 
tament o/"  Caleb  Dana,  late  o/*  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  JEsq;  deceased,  in  February,  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-four  y  obtained  leave  from  the  then  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature^  Court  of  Assize  and  general  goal 
delivery,  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  the  said  deceased's 
real  estate,  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  legacies,  as  should 
amount  to  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  lawful  money, 
and  praying  that  the  said  George  be  stayed  from  proceed- 
ing, (for  reasons  in  the  said  petition  mentioned)  in  the 
sale  of  the  aforesaid  estate,  until  he  the  said  George, 
render  an  account  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  of  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  aforesaid,  of  the  monies  he,  the  said  George, 
may  have  received  from  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales 
of  any  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  which 
he  may  have  heretofore  made  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
given  him  as  aforesaid,  and  also  give  bonds  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  her  wards  aforesaid^ 


/ 
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her  children^  and  the  other  children  of  her ^  the  said  Sarah, 
whose  estate  is  made  chargeable  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt'',  and  legacies  aforesaid^  and  subject  to  sale  by  the  said 
George,  in  pursuance  of  his  authority  aforesaid^  that  Ae, 
the  said  George,  in  case  he  should j  agreeably  to  the  au- 
thority aforesaid^  make  any  further  sale  of  the  real  estate 
(foresaid^  that  he  will  appropriate  the  monies  arising  there- 
from^ solely  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  deceased^ 
and  the  legacies  by  the  said  deceased  in  his  said  last  will 
bequeathed  : 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  George  proceed  no  further 
in  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  afnresaid,  until  he  render 
an  account  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  aforesaid,  for  the 
monies  by  him  received  from  the  sales  of  any  part  of 
the  real  estate  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  his  authority 
aforesaid,  which  he  may  have  made  heretofore,  and  also 
give  bonds  to  the  said  Judge  for  the  use  of  the  children 
of  the  said  Sarah ^  with  sufficient  sureties,  that  in  case  he 
the  said  George^  agreeably  to  the  authority  aforesaid, 
should  make  any  further  sale  of  the  real  estate  aforesaid, 
to  appropriate  the  monies  arising  therefrom  solely  to  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  the  said  deceased,  and  to  the 
discharge  of  the  legacies  by  the  said  deceased  in  his  said 
last  will  bequeathed. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  said  Judge  of 
Probate  be  directed  and  empowered,  on  application  made 
by  the  said  George^  or  any  other  person  or  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  said  will  or  estate,  to  cite  the  said  George  to 
render  an  account  as  aforesaid,  and  to  require  of  him 
bonds  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  sureties  as  afore- 
said. June  14,  1784. 

Chapter  26- 

Char)  2G  R^^solve  allowing  pay  to  the  rev.  joseph  willard, 

^'  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  AT  CAMBRIDGE,  THE  REV. 

SAMUEL     WILLIAMS    AND    THE    REV.    EDWARD     WIGGLES- 
WORTH. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  WiU 
lard,  President  of  the  University  at  Cambridge,  the  sum 
of  One  hundred  and  five  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  four 
pence,  which  together  with  former  grants,  is  to  be  in  full 
of  his  salary  until  the  first  day  o(  January,  A.  D.  1784 : 
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To  the  Rev.  Samuel  Williams,  one  of  the  professors 
of  the  said  University,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  thirty- 
two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  in  full  fur  his  services  to  the 
period  aforesaid :  and 

To  the  Rev.  Edward  Wigghsworth,  one  of  the  said 
professoi-s,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  thirty-three  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  to  the  same  period. 

Junel5,17S4. 

Chapter  27. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  HON.  JOHN  BACON,  IN  ChaV  27 
BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN   OF   STOCKBRIDGE,  DIRECTING  THE  '^' 

TREASURER    TO    RECALL    HIS     EXECUTION,     RELATIVE     TO 
BEEF. 

On  the  memorial  of  (he  Hon.  John  Bacon,  Uaq;  in 
behalf  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  praying,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  said  memorial,  that  the  execiition  issued 
against  the  said  town  for  beef  required  of  them  by  a  resolve 
of  the  General  Court,  of  the  fourth  of  December,  1780, 
viay  be  recalled  without  cost  to  the  said  town : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  certificates  of 
the  super intendant,  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  that  the 
said  town  did  seasonably  comply  with  the  said  resolve: 

It  is  therefore  liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  said 
memorial  be  granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed 
to  recall  the  said  execution,  and  that  the  cost  attending 
the  same  be  defrayed  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  any  defect  as  to  the  form  of  the  said  certifi- 
cate, notwithstanding.  June  15,  1784, 

Chapter  28/ 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  HAXyAH  THOMAS,  GRANTING  /It^;^  9A 
HER  A  BARRACK  ON  HER  LAND,  AT  THE  GURNET,  AS  HER  ^'^^P"  ^^ 
PROPERTY. 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Thomas,  praying  that 
the  barrack  on  her  land,  at  the  Gurnet,  may  bn  given  to  her 
for  the  damages  done  to  her  house,  fences,  &c,  while  a 
garrison  teas  kept  at  that  place : 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  she  the  said  Hannah  Thomas  be  entitled  to  the 
barrack  on  her  land  at  the  Gurnet,  as  her  own  property, 
which  shall  be  in  full  for  what  damages  she  has  sustained. 

June  15,  1784. 
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Chapter  29. 

Chap.  29  RESOLVE  REMITTING  A  FINE  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  SCARBOROUGH, 
^  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE  IN  THE  YEAR  1782. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Scarborough,  by  William 
Thompson,  Esq;  their  Mepresentative^ praying^  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  their  petition,  to  be  abated  a  fine  set  upon  them 
in  the  year  1783, ^br  not  sending  a  Representative  in  the 
year  1782: 

jResolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town 
of  Scarborough,  the  sum  of  Thirty-seven  pounds,  three 
shillings  and  four  pence,  on  the  last  State  tax,  granted 
in  the  year  1783,  that  sum  being  the  amount  of  the  fine 
laid  upon  the  said  town  oi  Scarborough ,  for  not  sending 
a  Representative  in  the  year  1782,  any  law  or  resolve  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  June  16, 1784. 


Chapter  30. 

Chat).   30  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETmON  OP  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
■^*  OF  LEOMINSTER,  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO  CALL  A  MEETING 

^  FOR  THE  CHOICE  OF  A  CONSTABLE  OR  COLLECTOR. 

On  thepetition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  q/'Leominster, 
praying  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  said  town,  to  chuse  a  Constable  in  the  room  of  one 
excused  by  the  said  town: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted  and  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Leom- 
inster, be,  and  they  are,  hereby  empowered,  forthwith 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town, 
qualified  according  to  law,  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  town 
ofiScers,  who  when  convened,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  choice  of  a  suitable  person  to  serve 
as  a  Constable  and  Collector  of  taxes  for  the  said  town^ 
and  the  person  so  chosen,  shall  be  subjected  to  the  same 
fine  for  refusal,  and  when  sworn,  shall  have  the  same 
powere  that  by  law  are  given  to  constables  and  collectors, 
the  month  oi  March  being  elapsed,  any  law  or  custom  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  June  17, 1784. 


1784.  — May  Session.  219 


Chapter  31. 

ORDER  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE   ChuV.  31 
SEVERAL   TOWNS    IN  DUKES   COUNTY,  RELATIVE   TO    SUS-  -^ 

PENDING  EXECUTIONS  FOR  TAXES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Representatives  of  the  several 
tovms  in  Dukes  County : 

Ordered^  That  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  peti- 
tion,  be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  directed 
in  the  mean  time  to  suspend  executions  against  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  several  towns  in  the  county  oi  Dukes  County^ 
for  taxes  granted  from  the  year  ]77»,  to  the  year  1782, 
inclusive,  and  for  the  fines  assessed  on  the  said  towns  for 
not  raising  their  quota  of  men  for  the  year  1783,  and  also 
for  the  tax  assessed  on  the  town  of  Edgartown^  for  the 
year  1777.  June  19y  1784. 

Chapter  32. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  JOHN  WHITB,  GRANTING  HIM  Qhap.    32 
SEVEN  POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS,  FOR  EXPENCE  ATTENDING  -'^^ 

HIS  SON'S  SICKNESS. 

On  the  memorial  of  John  White  : 

Whereas  John  White,  j^wn.  son  of  John  White  of  San- 
ford,  in  the  county  of  York^  was  in  the  year  1780,  a  soldier 
in  the  service  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  stationed  at  Fal- 
mouth, in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  where  there  teas  no 
hospital  provided  for  the  sick,  who  was  sent  home  to  his 
father*  by  the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer,  who  pro- 
videdfor  his  said  son  during  his  sickness:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  said  John 
White,  senior,  Seven  pounds  ten  shillings,  in  full  for  all 
expence  attending  his  said  son  in  his  sickness  as  afore- 
said. June  21, 1784. 


Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  EIGHTEEN  THOUSAND  FOUR  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-ONE  POUNDS,  TEN  SHILLINGS  AND  ELEVEN 
PENCE.  TO  JABEZ  HATCH,  ESQ;  LATE  DEPUTY  QUARTER- 
MASTER GENERAL,  TO  PAY  SUNDRY  PERSONS  FOR  PROCUR- 
ING OX  TEAMS,  &o.  FOR  THE  TRANSPORTATION  OF  STORES 
TO  THE  ARMY  IN  1781. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  second  moiety 
of  the  Continental  tax,  to  Jabez  Hatch,  Esq  ;  late  Deputy 


Chap.  33 
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Quarter  Master  General,  the  sum  of  Eighteen  thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds,  ten  shillings  and 
eleven  pence,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  several  persons 
mentioned  in  the  annexed  account,  each  one  his  propor- 
tion thereof,  in  full  discharge  of  the  monies  due  to  them 
as  contractors  in  this  Commonwealth,  for  ox  teams  and 
conductors,  employed  in  the  campaign  of  1784  ;  the  afore- 
said sum  being  for  Fifty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-three  dollars  and  forty-four  ninetieths  of  a  dollar, 
and  the  interest  thereof  from  the  first  day  oi  January^  1782, 
to  this  time ;  and  that  the  same  sum  be  charged  to  the 
United  States,  as  part  of  this  State's  quota,  which  may 
be  required  by  Congress  for  tiic  year  1785  : 


SAMUEL  BUCK,      . 
JOHN  DUNSMORE, 
JOSEPH  M'CLINTOCK, 
HEZEKIAH  METCALF, 
JOHN  HALL,  . 
SOLOMON  KIMBALL, 
JOSEPH  ()S(;0()D, 
MARK  PACKARD,  . 
JEREMIAH  BATTLES, 


Dollars.      OOtha. 
8465  2 


r)67o 
()011 
2844 
6375 

3503 
7762 
GOOO 


13 
43 
75 
00 
7 
61 
23 
00 


53,683      44 
June  22,  1784. 


Chap 


Chapter  34. 

,     OA   RESOLVE   EMPOWERING   THE   COMMITTEE    FOR    THE    SALE    OF 
•  CERTAIN    STRIPS  AND   GORES    OF    UNAPPROPRIATED    LAND, 

IN    THE    COUNTY    OF    YORK,    TO    DISPOSE    OF    THE    LANDS 

MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  sundry  peraonSy  2>^*^y^^9  '^^^  ^hey 
may,  for  certain  considerations,  he  quieted  in  the  pofisses- 
sion  of  certain  lands  advertized  for  sale,  by  a  committee  of 
the  General  Court;  and  also  on  the  representation  of  the 
said  comfnittee,  praying  for  instructions  relative  to  the  sale 
of  them  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  certain 
strips  and  gores  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  county  of 
York,  appointed  March  20,  1784,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  and  empowered  to  dispose  of  the  lands  men- 
tioned in  the  commission,  either  by  private  sale,  or  at 
public  auction,  attending  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
any  of  the  said  lands  may  lie.  June  23,  1784, 
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Chapter  35. 

B.BSOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  PUB-  Cfinj)     36 
Lie   ACCOUNTS.  TO  PROCEED  IN  THE  SETTLEMENT   OF  THE  -^^ 

COMMITTEES  ON  ABSENTEES  ESTATES.  AND  DIRECTING  A 
RETURN  TO  BE  MADE  TO  THEM  FROM  JUDGES  AND  REGIS- 
TERS OF  PROBATE,  &c. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  sixteenth  of  March  lastj 
the  Committees  for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates  in  the 
several  counties  of  thU  Commonwealth  y  were  directed  to 
make  a  return  into  the  Secretary's  office^  of  their  doings  by 
the  tenth  instant;  and  ivhereas  it  now  appears  that  the 
Committee  for  stating  and  methodizing  the  public  accounts  j 
have  called  upon  all  the  said  committees  to  settle  their 
accounts  with  them^  agreeable  to  two  former  resolves  of 
June  the  twenty-ninth^  1782,  and  June  thefiflh^  1783,  in 
consequence  of  whichy  several  of  the  said  committees  have 
applied  and  settled  their  accounts^  and  others  stand  ready 
to  do  it: 

Therefore^  Resolved^  That  the  said  Committee  for  stating 
and  methodizing  public  accounts,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed  to  proceed  in  the  said  settlement,  and  bring  to  a 
close,  the  accounts  with  the  said  Committees  on  Absentees 
Estates,  agreeable  to  the  said  two  resolves  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  oijuney  1782,  and  the  fifth  of  June^  1783,  any  thing 
in  the  said  resolve  of  the  sixteenth  of  March  last,  not- 
withstanding. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Judges  and  Regis- 
ters of  Probate,  in  the  several  counties  in  this  Common- 
wealth, proceed  and  make  return  of  their  doings  in  every 
respect  agreeable  to  the  said  resolve  of  the  sixteenth  of 
Marchy  1784,  excepting  that  they  make  it  to  the  said 
committee,  instead  of  returning  it  into  the  Secretary's 
office,  and  that  the  same  be  done  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  instead  of  the  time  mentioned 
in  the  said  resolve ;  and  the  said  committee  for  stating 
public  accounts,  are  hereby  directed  to  lay  the  whole 
of  their  proceedings  relative  to  the  said  committees,  &c. 
before  the  General  Court  the  first  week  in  their  next 
session. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  ^  That  the  Secretary  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Committee  for  stat- 
ing and  methodizing  the  public  accounts,  all  such  returns 
as   may  have   been  made  into  his  office  by  the  several 
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Judges  of  Probate,  and  Committees  for  the  sale  ot 
Absentees  Kstates,  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolve  of 
the  sixteenth  of  March  last. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  immediately  publish  the 
foregoing  resolve  in  the  Independent  Chronicle,  pub- 
lished in  Boston  by  Adams  and  Nourse,  and  in  the  Salem, 
Springfield  and  Worcester  newspapers. 

June  23,  1784. 

Chapter  36. 

Chap.  36  PLAN  OF  THE  SCHEDULE  FOR  VALUATION. 

A  list  of  the  polls  and  of  the  estates  real  and  personal 
of  the  several  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  in  the  county  of  taken 

pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts^  entitled  **An  Act  for  enquiring 
into  the  rateable  estate  of  this  Commonwealth,"  passed  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  by  the  subscribers,  assessors  of  the  said 
tow.n,  duly  elected  and  sworn. 

No.  Polls  rateable. 

No.  Polls  not  rateable  supported  by  the  town. 

No.  Polls  not  rateable,  not  supported  by  the  town. 

No.  Dwelling  Houses. 

No.  Shops  separate  from,  or  adjoining  to  other  build- 
ings. 

No.  Tan  Houses,  slaughter  houses,  and  other  working 
houses. 

No.  Distill  and  sugar  houses. 

No.  Ropewalks. 

No.  Pot  and  pearl  ash  works. 

No.  Warehouses. 

No.  Barns. 

No.  Grist,  saw,  fulling  and  slitting  mills. 

No.  All  other  mills. 

No.  Iron  works  and  furnaces. 

No.  All  other  buildings  and  edifices  of  the  value  of  five 
pounds  and  upwards. 

No.  Superficial  feet  of  wharf. 

No.  Acres  of  tillage  land. 

No.  Acres  of  English  and  upland  mowing. 

No.  Acres  of  fresh  meadow. 

No.  Acres  of  salt  marsh. 
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No.  Acres  of  pasturage. 

No.  Barrels  of  cyder,  which  can  be  annually  made  upon 
the  whole  farm. 

No.  Acres  of  wood  land. 

No.  Acres  other  unimproved  land. 

No.  Acres  of  land  unimproveable. 

No.  Tons  of  vessels,  and  small  craft  of  five  tons  burthen 
and  upwards,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  be  given  in  carpen- 
ter's tonnage.  An  account  of  every  person's  whole  stock 
in  trade,  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  home  or 
abroad,  paid  for  or  not  paid  for.  Factorage,  or  the  value 
of  commissions  on  merchandize  annually. 

No.  Horses  and  mares,  three  years  old  and  upwards. 

No.  Colts  two  years  old. 

No.  Colts  one  year  old. 

No.  Oxen  four  years  old  and  upwards. 

No.  Neat  cattle  three  years  old. 

No    Neat  cattle  two  years  old. 

No.  Neat  cattle  one  year  old. 

No.  Cows  four  years  old  and  upwards. 

No.  Sheep  and  Goats  six  months  old  and  upwards. 

No.  Swine  six  months  old  and  upwards. 

No.  Ounces  of  silver  plate. 

Debts  due  to  any  person  on  interest  or  not  on  interest, 
except  government  securities 'and  continental  loan  office 
certificates,  more  than  they  are  indebted. 

Monies  on  hand. 

June  23,  1784,     • 


Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   JOHN   TRACT,  GRANTING   HIM   Char>    37 
ONE  THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED    POUNDS,  IN    FULL   FOR   HIS  ^' 

ACCOUNT,  FOR  THE  USfi  OF   THE    BRIOANTINE    PAtLAS,  ON 
THE  PENOBSCOT  EXPEDITION. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Tracy,  praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  his  account  for  the  use  of  his  vessel,  and  for  ship    « 
stores  expanded  in  the  expedition  at  Penobscot : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  Tracy,  Esq  ;  (in 
Treasurer*8  notes,  bearing  date  the  first  oi  January,  1781) 
the  sum  of  One  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,  in  full  of 
his  account  for  the  use  of  the  said  vessel  and  ship  stores 
exi)ended  in  the  said  expedition.  June  23, 1784. 
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Chapter  38. 

Chap.  38  RESOLVE  ALLOWING  INTEREST  ON  THE   NOTE   MENTIONED    IN 
^  A  RESOLUTION  OF  COURT  PASSED  YESTERDAY,  IN  FAVOR  OF 

JOHy  TRACT,  ESQ. 

Resolved^  That  the  note  which  by  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Court  passed  yesterday,  was. directed  to  be -made 
to  John  Tracy y  Esq ;  for  the  sum  of  One  thousand  six 
hundred  pounds,  to  bear  date  the  first  of  January ^  1781, 
shall  be  on  interest  from  that  time  and  issued  as  the  con- 
solidated notes  of  this  Commonwealth.     June  24 ^  1784. 


Chapter  39. 

ChaV.   39  RESOLVE    GRANTING    TO    EZRA    LUNT  EIGHT    HUNDRED    AND 

^  TWENTY-SEVEN      POUNDS,     SEVEN    SHILLINGS     AND     NINE 

PENCE,  TO  HIM  AND  TO    HIS    ASSISTANTS,    AS    COMMISSARY 

OF    SMALL   STORES    AND    CLOTHIER    IN    THE    CONTINENTAL 

ARMY. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  for  stating  the  accounts 
of  this  Commonwealth y  setting  forth  that  they  have  exam- 
ined and  adjusted  the  accounts  of  Ezra  Lunt,  late  Com- 
missary of  small  stores  and  State  clothier  in  the  conti- 
nental army^  and  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Ezra  Lunt, 
the  sum  of  Eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds ^  seven- 
teen shillings  and  nine  pence: 

Resolved y  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Ezra  Lunt^  the  sum  of  Eight  hundred 
.  and  twenty-seven  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  nine 
pence,  in  full  for  his  and  his  assistants  wages,  and  all 
expences  as  Commissary  of  small  stores  and  Clothier  in 
the  Continental  Army,  for  this  Commonwealth ;  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  above  sum  as 
follows,  viz. :  Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  seven- 
teen shillings  and  nine  pence,  in  specie,  and  the  sum  of 
Five  hundred  fifty-two  pounds,  in  government  securities ; 
the  said  securities  to  bear  date  July  fourteenth,  1782,  the 
time  when  the  said  Lunt  was  discharged  from  the  service. 

June  24,  1784. 


Chapter  40. 

nhnn     10  RESOLVE  ENTITLING  SOLOMON  PARSONS,  JUN.  TO  HALF   PAY 
l^/iap.    *U  ^g  ^  SOLDIER. 

On   the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Esq;   Commis- 
sary of  pensioners y  in  behalf  of  Solomon  Parsons,  jun. 
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a  soldier  who  was  founded  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States: 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  Solomon  Parsons^  jun.  be  enti- 
tled to  one  half  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  the  first 
day  of  January y  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  till  the  farther  order  of  the  General  Court  or  Con- 
gress. -  June  24,  1784. 


Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  LEVI  i2i4  JTSO.V,  DIRECTING  HIM    ChuV*  41 
TO  SERVE  JABEZ  MBTCALF,  WITH  A  COPY  OF  HIS  PETITION,  -^* 

AND  RESOLVE  THEREON,  THAT  HE  MAY  SHEW  CAUSE,  &o. 

On  the  petition  of  Levi  Rawson,  setting  forth ,  that  at 
Oie  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  county  of  Suflfolk,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  April  last,  Jabez  Metcalf  recovered 
judgment  against  the  petitioner  for  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  pounds,  and  cost;  and  that  he  had  not 
notice  of  the  suit  in  due  form  of  law: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Levi  serve  the  said 
Jabez,  with  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition  and  this  order 
thereon,  fourteen  days  before  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  session  of  this  Couit,  that  he  may  then  shew 
cause  (if  any  he  has)  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
should  not  be  granted  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  it  is  hereby 
ordered  that  execution  be  stayed.  June  25,  1784, 


Chapter  42. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CONTINUE  CONSOL- 
IDATING GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES. 

Whereas  the  time  limited  by  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  February  last,  for  consol- 
idating government  securities,  is  now  expired,  and  it  being 
represented  to  this  Court  that  a  considerable  number  of  such 
securities  rernain  yet  unconsolidated: 

It  is  Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  continue  the  business  of  con- 
solidating government  securities,  until  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  on  the  same  terms  as  heretofore  provided. 

June  25,  1784, 


Chap.  42 
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Chapter  43. 

Chap.  43  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOH}^  BACON,  ESQ;  IN  BEHALF 
^  OF  BLISHA  MARTINDALB  AND  OTHERS,  RESPECTING   A  RE- 

SOLVE PASSED  FEBRUARY  THE  TENTH,  1783;  AND  EMPOW- 
ERING ASHBEL  STRONG,  AND  OTHERS,  TO  EXECUTE  A  DEED 
OF  SALE  OF  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Bacon,  in  behalf  of  Elisha  Mar- 
tindale,  of  Lee,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  setting  forth 
that  in  a  resolve  of  the  General  Courts  of  Febniaiy  the 
tenths  1783,  on  the  petition  of  the  said  Elisha  Maitindale, 
there  is  a  mere  clerical  mistake^  as  to  the  quantity  of  land 
mentioned  in  the  said  resolve^  and  praying  that  the  said 
mistake  may  be  rectified^  ivhich  representation  appearing 
to  this  Court  to  be  true  : 

Resolved y  That  the  resolve  aforesaid  be,  and  hereby  is 
repealed,  and  that  Ashbel  Strong  and  Henry  Williams 
Dwightj  administrators  on  the  estate  of  Thomxis  Williams^ 
late  of  Stockbridgcy  Esq ;  deceased,  be,  and  hereby  are, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  of  sale,  unto  the  said  Elisha  Martindale^ 
of  a  certain  tract  of  land,  in  the  town  of  iec,  containing 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  aforesaid  Thomas  Williams y  deceased,  he  the  said 
Elisha y  first  paying  to  the  aforesaid  administrators,  the 
sum  of  Four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  with  interest 
agreeable  to  contract,  including  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  as  the  said  Elisha  shall  make  appear  to  the  said 
administrators  that  he  paid  to  the  said  Thomas  Williams^ 
before  his  decease,  being  in  part  pay  for  the  aforesaid 
tract  of  land ;  and  the  aforesaid  administrators  shall 
account  with  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
BerkshirCy  for  the  disposal  of  the  money  they  shall 
receive  by  virtue  of  this  resolve.  June  28 ^  1784. 

Chapter  44. 

ChaV.  44  RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF  COL.  JOHN  ALLAN,  DIRECTING 
^  THE  COMMITTEE   FOR  METHODIZING  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS,  TO 

SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  MENTIONED  IN  HIS  PETITION. 

On  thepetition  q/*  John  Allan,  Superintendant  of  Indians 
in  the  eastern  department,  praying  for  a  settlement  of  his 
acco%mts : 

Ordered,  That  the  accounts  mentioned  in  the  said  peti- 
tion, be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  for  meth- 
odizing and    stating   public   accounts,    who   are   hereby 
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authorized  and  empowered  to  settle  the  said  accounts 
with  Col.  John  Allan^  agreeable  to  justice,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  United  States.  June  28 y  1784. 

Chapter  45. 

RESOLVE   FOR  BONDS  TO  BE  GIVEN   BY  THE  TREASURER  AND  ChwP.   45 
THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH.  WITH  ^* 

DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  TO  MAKE  OUT  THE   BONDS, 
FOR  THE  APPROBATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Resolved^  That  Thomas  Ivers^  Esq ;  Treasurer,  give 
bond  to  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  Thirty  thou- 
sand pounds,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  said  trust. 

And  that  RicJiard  Devens^  Esq  ;  Commissary  General, 
give  bond  to  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  Eight 
thousand  pounds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  said  trust ;  and  that  the  Secretary  pre- 
pare said  bonds,  and  lay  them  before  the  General  Court 
for  their  approbation.  June  28, 1784. 

Chapter  46. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EPHRAIM  FAIRBANKS,  ESQ;  IN  nj.^^     A(\ 
BEHALF    OF    THE    TOWN    OF    BOLTON,    EMPOWERING    THE  ^'^^F'   *" 
ASSESSORS   OF  THE   SAID   TOWN    TO  COMMIT  TO  JOEL  FOS- 
GATE.  THE  BILLS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Fairbanks,  Esq;  of  the 
district  of  Berlin,  lately  set  off  from  the  town  of  Bolton, 
setting  forth  that  some  matters  of  difficulty  have  arisen 
rejecting  the  collection  oftaxes,  assessed  before  the  division 
of  the  said  town  of  Bolton,  not  committed  to  collectors 
before  the  said  division,  and  praying  that  the  assessor's  of 
Bolton  may  be  authorized  to  commit  the  bills  containing 
the  taxes  legally  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Berlin,  before  the  said  division,  to  Joel  Fosgate,  of  the 
said  Berlin,  by  them  legally  chosen  constable  and  collector 
for  the  said  district,  at  their  first  legal  meeting  for  chusing 
officers  foi"  the  said  district;  and  that  the  said  Fosgate 
may  be  authorized  to  collect  the  said  taxes,  and  a  reasonable 
time  allowed  for  the  said  collection : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Bolton  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
commit  unto  Joel  Fosgate,  legally  chosen  constable  for 
the  district  of  Berlin,  the  bills  mentioned  in  the  said 
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petition,  containing  taxes  legally  assessed  on  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  said  district  of  Berlin^  before  the  division 
of  the  said  town  of  Bolton^  with  a  warrant  to  collect  and 
to  pay  unto  the  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Bolton^  such  of 
the  aforementioned  taxes  as  were  properly  town  taxes, 
and  the  said  assessors  are  directed  to  transmit  such  of 
them  as  were  for  the  second  moiety  of  the  Continental 
Tax,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  the 
said  Joel  Foagate  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
receive  the  said  bill,  to  collect  the  taxes  due  thereon,  and 
pay  them  accordingly ;  governing  himself  according  to 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  respecting  the  collection 
of  taxes.  June  29 j  1784. 

Chapter  48.* 

Chap.  48  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  HENRY  KNOX,  ESQ;  DIRECTING 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  TO 
GRANT  HIM  A  LETTER  OF  AGENCY  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  THE 
LATE  THOMAS  FLUCKER,  ESQ;  TO  THE  SAID  HENRY  KNOX, 
ESQ;  HE  GIVING  BONDS  SUFFICIENT  TO  THE  SAID  JUDGE. 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Knox,  Esq: 

Resolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk^  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  grant  a  letter 
of  agency  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Thomas  Flucker^  Esq  ; 
to  Henry  KnoXy  Esq ;  he  giving  bond  with  sufficient 
sureties  to  the  said  Judge,  to  account  for  the  same  estate, 
and  to  pay  what  remains  of  the  same  (after  the  just  debts 
and  legal  charges  thereof  are  satisfied)  into  the  public 
treasury ;  and  the  said  Henry  Knox  is  empowered  and 
directed  to  proceed  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  estate, 
and  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  therefrom,  .according 
to  the  direction  of  the  law  respecting  administrators. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  Josej^  PearcCy  the  present 
agent,  notwithstanding  his  being  superseeded  by  the 
appointment  of  the  said  Henry  KnoXy  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  held  to  account  for  all  such  pai*ts  of  the  said  estate,  as 
he  has  administered.  Juns  28 y  1784. 

Chapter  ^49. 

Chan     49  ^  GRANT  OF  two  hundred  POUNDS  TO  EACH  OF  THE  DELE- 
-^'  GATES  ELECTED  TO  REPRESENT  THIS  STATE  IN  CONGRESS. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  of  the  delegates, 
who  are  or  may  be  appointed  to  represent  this  State  in 

*  There  Is  no  chapter  numbered  47  in  the  Session  Pamphlet. 
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Congress,  the  year  ensuing,  and  who  shall  proceed  to 
Congress  for  said  purpose,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
pounds,  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  sums  they  shall 
respectively  receive,  to  be  deducted  from  the  allowance 
made  them  for  their  service.  June  29 y  1784. 

Chapter  60. 

RBSOLVF.  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  CONVERS  OF  CHES-  Chap.   50 
TER,  GIVING  HIM  LEAVE  TO  ENTER  HIS  APPEAL  MENTIONED,  ^ 

AT  THE  NEXT  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  AT   WORCESTER. 

Vjpofi  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Convers  of  Chester,  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  yeoman^  praying  for  a  new  trial 
upon  an  action  brought  against  hhn  by  Jacob  Davis  of 
Charlton,  Esq;  at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at 
Worcester,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  September  last: 

Resolved y  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  enter  his 
appeal  from  the  said  judgment  given  in  the  action  afore- 
said by  the  said  Court,  with  the  clerk  thereof,  at  the  next 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  he  holden  at  said  Worcester^ 
within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  September  next,  and  shall  recognize  as  the  Justices  of 
the  same  Court  shall  direct,  to  prosecute  his  appeal  at  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Worcestei^ 
within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  September  next,  and  the  said  petitioner  is  hereby  fully 
authorized  to  enter  his  appeal  at  the  same  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  and  shall  then  and  there  have  full  liberty  to 
plead,  and  have  a  trial  upon  the  same  action,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  same  appeal  had  been  in  the  common 
and  ordinary  course  of  law,  and  the  executi(m  which  hath 
been  issued  upon  the  same  judgment  aforesaid,  shall  have 
the  same  force  and  effect,  as  if  the  trial  so  had  at  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  was  on  a  review  of  the  action, 
and  no  other.  June  29 ^  1784, 

Chapter  51. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING  SEVEN  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND    ChaV*  51 
TWENTY-ONE    POUNDS,    EIGHTEEN    SHILLINGS    AND    SEVEN  •*  * 

PENCE,  TO  MR.  JOSEPH  RUGGLES,  ON  THE  ORDER  OF  CON- 
GRESS IN  FAVOUR  OF  JEREMIAH  WADSWORTH,  ESQ;  DATED 
THE  15th  OF  APRIL,  1780,  OUT  OF  THE  TAX  GRANTED  IN 
OCTOBER,  1781. 

Whereas  the  sum  of  Seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-one  pounds^  eighteen  shillings  and  seven  pencCy  is 
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due  to  Joseph  Ruggles,  and  others,  for  supplies  of  provi- 
sions for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  to  have  been  paid  on  an  order  of  Congress  in  favor  of 
Jeremiah  Wads  worth,  Esq;  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of 
April,  1780, /or  One  million  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
eighth  day  of  March  last  past,  it  was  resolved  that  the  said 
sum  now  due  as  aforesaid,  should  be  paid  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  tax  then  next  to  be  granted,  and  as  the  so  deferring 
the  payment  thereof  will  greatly  distress  those  to  whom  the 
same  is  due,  and  it  now  appearing  to  this  Court  that  part 
of  the  tax  granted  in  October,  1781,  tvas  appropriated  for 
the  payment  thereof: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  Seven  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  pounds,  eighteen 
shillings  and  seven  pence,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  on  the  said  order,  out  of  the  said 
tax  granted  in  October,  1781,  or  any  subsequent  State 
tax,  at  such  periods  as  the  circumstances  of  the  treasury 
will  admit ;  the  said  resolve  of  the  eighth  day  of  March 
last  past,  notwithstanding.  June  30, 1784, 

Chapter  52. 

Cliap.  52  RESOLVE  ENTITLING  CAPT.   SAMUEL  CLARK,  TO  ONE  EIGHTH 

PART  OF  PAY  AS  A  CAPTAIN. 

On  the  representation  ofSohn  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissary 
of  pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Captain  Samuel  Clark,  who 
was  2vounded  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Clark,  be  entitled  to 
one  eighth  part  of  pay  as  a  Captain,  from  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court 
or  Congress.  June  30,  1784. 

Chapter  53. 

Chap.   53  RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE    SECRETARY   TO    FURNISH    AGENTS 
■^  APPOINTED  TO  PROSECUTE  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THIS  COMMON- 

WEALTH TO  LANDS  WEST  OF  nUDSON'S  RIVER,  WITH  COPIES 
OF  RECORDS  AND  PAPERS,  &c.  AND  A  GRANT  TO  THE  SAID 
AGENTS,  TO  ACCOMPLISH  THE  SAID  BUSINESS,  OF  FIVE  HUN- 
DRED POUNDS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  furnish  the  agents  who 
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may  be  appointed  to  prosecute  the  claim  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  certain  lands  mentioned  and  described  in 
the  petition  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  May  last,  respectively,  with  authentic  copies  of 
such  records  and  papers  as  they  shall  think  necessary  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  agency.  And  the  Secretary  is 
also  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  a 
certificate  that  this  legislature  hath  received  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  the  third  day  of  June  current,  on  their  peti- 
tion aforesaid. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  agents,  the  sum  of  Five  hun- 
dred pounds,  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
thereof  in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  agency. 

July  i,  1784. 


Chapter  54. 

RESOLVE  ESTABLXSHINO  THE  PAY  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  Phnvi     fx± 
GENERAL  COURT.  ^flUp.   04 

Resolved^  That  there  Be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  to  each  member 
of  the  Hon.  Council,  and  the  sum  of  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence,  to  each  member. of  the  Honorable  Senate,  and 
the  sum  of  seven  shillings  to  each  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  each  day  they  have  attended  the 
Council  or  General  Court,  the  present  session,  also  the 
further  sum  of  one  day's  pay  for  every  ten  miles  distance 
each  member  lives  from  this  place'.  July  i,  1784. 

Chapter  55. 

RESOLVE   CONSTITUTING  THE   DELEGATES  WHO  SHALL  ACTU-   CkaV    55 
ALLY   REPRESENT  THIS   COMMONWEALTH  IN  CONGRESS,  ON  ^' 

THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  DECEMBER  NEXT,  LAWFUL  AGENTS  OF 
THIS  STATE,  WITH  SUCH  AGENTS  AS  SHALL  BE  APPOINTED 
IN  BEHALF  OF  NEfV  YORK,  TO  DETERMINE  THE  CLAIMS  TO 
LANDS  WEST  OF  HUDSOS'S  RIVER. 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  this  Commomoealthy  by  their 
petition  to  Congress  on  the  twenty^seventh  day  of  May, 
1784,  last  past^  alledged  that  certain  lands  to  irhich  the 
State  of  Hew  York  set  up  a  claim,  roojt  the  just  and  proper 
right  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  Congress  having  given 
notice  thereof  to  the  said  State  and  appointed  the  first 
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Monday  of  December  next,  to  proceed  in  the  premises  as  by 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  is  directed  : 

Resolvedj  That  the  delegates  who  shall  actually  repre- 
sent this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  on  the  first  day  of 
December  next,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  hereby 
constituted  the  lawful  agents  of  this  State,  and  are 
authorized  and  empowered,  with  such  agent  or  agents 
as  may  be  empowered  therefor  on  the  part  and  behalf 
of  the  Slate  of  New  York^  to  appoint  by  joint  consent, 
Commissioners  or  Judges  to  constitute  a  Court  for  hearing 
and  determining  the  claims  of  the  same  State  and  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  lands  mentioned  and  described  in 
the  petition  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  the  said  State  of  New 
York  shall  neglect  to  attend  by  their  agent  or  agents,  at 
the  said  time  appointed  therefor  by  Congress ;  or  if  attend- 
ing, the  agent  or  agents  of  the  said  State  and  the  said  dele- 
gates hereby  appointed  the  agents  of  this  Commonwealth, 
cannot  agree  to  appoint  by  joint  consent  Commissioners  or 
Judges  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  then  the  said  delegates, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  do  and 
transact  all  matters  and  things  whatsoever  by  the  said 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  necessary  to 
be  done  and  transacted,  to  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners and  Judges  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved^  That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot 
of  the  two  Houses,  three  gentlemen,  the  duty  and  business 
of  whom,  or  any  two  of  them,  it  shall  be,  carefully  to 
collect  the  evidence  of  the  title  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
the  lands  mentioned  and  described  in  their  petition  to 
Congress,  to  part  of  which  the  State  of  Neic  York  have 
set  up  a  claim,  to  appear  before  any  Commissioners  or 
Judges  who  may  be  appointed  a  Court  to  determine  on 
the  claim  of  the  said  State  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
the  land  aforesaid,  and  to  prosecute  the  suit  by  the  said 
petition  instituted,  to  a  final  determination. 

Jvly  2, 1784. 


Chapter  56. 

ChaV    56  RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF   ORANDO  SBARJEAST,  IN  BE- 
^  *  HALF   OF   THE   TOWN    OF    ALUSBURT,    ABATING   THE    FINE 

LAID  ON  THE  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  Orando  Searjeant  in  behalf  of  the 
toion  of  Almsbury,  praying   that  the  fine  of  Forty^ix 
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pounds^  fourteen  shillings  and  two  pence ^  laid  on  the  said 
town  for  not  sending  a  repr^esentative  the  last  year^  may  be 
abated^  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  town  of  Almsbiiry  be  abated  the  sum 
of  Twenty-three  pounds,  seven  shillings  and  one  penny 
of  the  said  fine  ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
is  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  credit  the  said  town 
in  the  last  State  tax  accordingly.  July  2,  1784. 

Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  EBBNEZER  BRIDGE  A^D  SATHAS  DANE,    ChttV.  57 
ESQ'RS;    COMMISSIONERS    TO    SETTLE   THE    BOUNDARIES   OF  -^ 

LANDS  AND  POSSESSIONS,  BEGINNING  AT  THE  HEAD  OF  THE 
TIDE  ON  PENOBSCOT  RIVER;  AND  TO  CONFER  WITH  THE 
INDIANS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  RELINQUISHMENT  OF  ANY 
CLAIMS,  &c. 

WJiereas  the  Provincial  Congress^  of  the  then  Province^ 
now  Commottwealth  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  twenty-first 
q^  June,  1775,  on  application  made  to  them  by  the  Indians 
of  the  Penobscot  tribes  did  (as  will  apjyear  by  the  records 
of  the  said  Provincial  Congress)  strictly  forbid  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever^  from  trespassing  or  making  waste 
upon  any  of  the  lands  and  territories  or  possessions^  begin- 
ning at  the  head  of  the  tide  on  Penobscot  River,  extending 
six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  said  Kiver,  then  claimed  by 
the  said  Indians:  and  whereas  the  boundaries  of  the  lands 
and  possessions  claimed  by  them  are  uncertain ;  and  it  being 
expedient  that  the  extent  of  the  said  lands  should  be  ascer- 
tained^ and  that  a  quantity  of  lands  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  the  said  Indians  should  be  confirmed  to  them: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved^  That  Ebenezer  Bridge  and 
Nathan  Dane^  Esq'rs.  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed 
commissioners,  with  full  power  to  treat  with  the  said 
Indians  on  the  subject  beforementioned,  to  settle  the 
boundaries  of  such  lands  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  to  be 
confirmed  to  them,  and  to  confer  with  the  said  Indians 
relative  to  the  relinquishment  of  any  claims  or  privileges 
they  may  suppose  themselves  entitled  to  in  any  lands,  by 
the  doings  of  the  said  Provincial  Congress,  or  otherwise ; 
and  to  agree  upon  a  consideration  to  be  allowed  them 
therefor ;  and  the  said  commissioners  are  herei)y  directed 
to  proceed  upon  the  aforesaid  business  as  so(m  as  may  be, 
and  to  make  report  of  their  doings  herein  to  the  General 
Court,  at  their  next  session.  July  J9,  1784. 
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Chapter  58. 
Chav>  58  RESOLVE  directing  confiscated  lands  to  be  sold  by 

-^'  AUCTION,  FOR  PUBLIC  SECURITIES. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  there  are  several  parcels  of  land 
lying  in  the  different  counties  in  this  Commonwealth^  and 
confiscated  to  the  use  of  this  government^  by  retaining  the 
property  of  which ^  no  considerable  rise  of  the  same  can  be 
reasonably  expected  and  the  settlement  of  the  same  is  thereby 
preven  ted :    Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  several  committees  for  the  sale  of 
absentees  estates  within  this  Commonwealth,  those  of  the 
counties  of  Yorky  Cumberland  and  Lincoln  only  excepted, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  make  sale  at  public  auction  of  all  the  lands 
confiscated  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  within  their 
several  districts,  for  the  consolidated  securities  of  this 
government,  and  pay  the  same  as  speedily  as  may  be 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth.  Provided 
always,  that  in  all  instances  where  the  said  estates  have 
been  duly  certified  as  insolvent,  that  the  said  committees 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  sell  the  same  for 
gold  and  silver,  or  legal  certificates  of  the  distributive 
sum  on  any  allowed  claims,  and  in  all  instances  where 
bonds  were  given  by  the  Former  owners  for  titles,  upon 
complying  with  the  conditions  of  the  same,  or  entries  on 
the  same  were  made,  and  cultivation  thereof  begun,  pre- 
vious to  the  confiscation  thereof,  the  said  committees  are 
hereby  directed  to  proceed  with  respect  to  the  same  in 
manner  as  provided  by  the  act  originally  appointing  the 
said  committees ;  and  the  said  committees  are  hereby 
enjoined  to  proceed  on  and  compleat  the  business  afore- 
said, with  all  such  dispatch  as  is  consistent  with  the 
public  interest,  and  to  settle  their  accounts  of  the  same 
with  the  committee  for  methodizing  and  stating  the  public 
accounts.  July  2, 1784. 

Chapter  59. 

Chary  59  resolve  on  the  petition  of  nathasiel  Leonard,  late 

^  '  MUSTER  MASTER  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL,   DIRECTING 

THE  SHERIFF  OF  THE  SAID  COUNTY  TO  RECEIVE  A  CERTAIN 
SUM  OF  MONEY  IN  CONTINENTAL  BILLS,  AND  DISCHARGE 
HIM  FROM  THE  EXECUTION  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  l^BthnmeX  J^eotidivAy  Esq ;  late  Muster 
Master  for  the  county  of  Bristol  j  praying  for  relief  respect- 
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ing  an  action  commenced  against  him  by  the  Treasurer ^ 
for  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  the  money  he  received  to  pay 
bounties : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  that  the  said  Leonard 
did  offer  the  said  balance  to  the  Th'easurer,  agreeable  to  the 
orders  of  the  General  Courts  as  set  forth  in  the  said  Leon- 
ard's declaration  : 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Bristol y  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  receive  of  the 
said  H'athaniel  Leonard^  the  sum  of  Sixty-seven  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  consolidated  securi- 
ties of  this  government,  and  discharge  him  from  the 
execution  for  the  said  sum,  the  said  Leonard  paying  costs 
of  suit;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  directed  to  receive  the  said  consolidated  securities 
from  the  Sheriff  aforesaid.  July  2,  1784, 

Chapter  60. 

RESOLVE  FOR  COMMEMORATING  THE  ANNIVERSARY  OF  AMER-  ChuV*  60 
ICAN  INDEPENDENCE.  -^' 

Whereas  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  ^  A.  D.  1 776,  the  United 
States  q/*  America,  were  delivered  from  a  low  and  humili- 
ating dependence  on  a  foreign  power ^  and  by  the  directing 
hand  of  Providence^  assumed  a  station  among  the  nations 
of  the  earthy  and  became  a  sovereign  and  independent 
people^  which  day  will  be  forever  marked  as  the  era  when 
their  political  existence  commenced: 

Resolved^  That  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
will,  on  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
celebi-ate  the  anniversary  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States,  and  repair  to  some  suitable  place  for 
public  worship,  and  there  in  a  solemn  manner  render 
thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  signal  and  unmerited 
interposition  of  his  Providence,  in  bringing  to  pass  this 
great  event,  in  supporting  these  States  through  a  cruel 
and  bloody  war,  in  establishing  them  in  peace  and  con- 
tinuing to  bestow  his  innumerable  blessings  upon  them ; 
and  also  humbly  to  implore  that  he  would  fit  us  to  receive 
the  divine  favor  and  benediction  on  all  our  national  affairs. 

Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  his  Honor 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council,  be 
requested  to  attend  on  this  occasion  ;  and  that  his  Excel- 
lency be  desired  to  direct  demonstrations  of  joy  by  the 
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discharge  of  cannon  and  such  other  military  parade  as  he 
may  judge  proper ;  and  that  the  Chaplain  of  the  General 
Court  officiate  in  the  religious  exercise  of  the  said  day. 

July  1,1784. 

Chapter  61. 

Char}  61  J^EsoLVE  on  thb  PETmoN  of  Nicholas  bartlett,  that  the 

-^*  SAID  NICHOLAS  NOTIFY  JOTHAM  LORING  OF  HINGHAM,  TO 

SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Bartlett : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Nicholas  Bartlett  serve  Jotham 
Loring,  of  Hingham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  with  an 
attested  copy  of  the  said  petition  and  this  resolve,  that 
the  said  LoiHng  may  appear  before  the  General  Court  on 
the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  thereof,  to  shew 
cause,  if  any  he  hath,  wherefore  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  all  proceedings 
on  the  judgment  which  the  said  Loring  recovered  against 
said  Bartlett  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  April  term  last, 
before  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  cease  in  the 
mean  time.  July  3, 1784, 

Chapter  62. 

Chan  62  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 

^'  of  great  BARRINGTON,  EMPOWERING  THOMAS  INGBRSOLLt 

JUN.  TO  COLLECT  THE  SEVERAL  TAXES  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Great 
Barrington,  shelving,  that  in  the  year  1782,  a  state  tax 
of  Six  hundred  and  twenty Awo  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
together  with  a  county  tax,  a  town  tax  and  a  ministei*^s 
tax,  were  committed  to  Thomas  Ingersoll,  jun.  then  con- 
stable of  the  said  town,  to  collect;  that  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  for  reasons  in  the  said  petition  mentioned, 
the  aforesaid  taxes  were  taken  out  of  the  handy  of  the  said 
Thomas  Ingersoll,  jun,  and  committed  to  John  Hickok, 
then  constable  and  collector  of  taxes  for  the  said  town,  to 
be  by  him  collected,  TJiat  another  state  tax  of  Six  hundred 
and  twenty-two  pounds,  ten  shillings;  and  a  state  tax  of 
Four  hundred  thirty-seven  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and 
four  pence^  together  with  a  county  tax,  a  town  tax  and  a 
ministerial  tax,  tcere  also  committed  to  the  said  John 
Hickok,  to  collect,  and  that  for  reasons  in  the  aforesaid 
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petition  mentioned,  aU  the  taxes  aforesaid  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Hickok,  and  committed 
to  Thomas  Ingersoll,  the  present  collector  of  taxes,  then  to 
be  by  him  collected,  and  praying  that  the  same  Thomas 
IngersoU  may  be  empowered  to  collect  the  aforesaid  taxes: 
Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  same  Thomas  IngersoU,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
fully  authorized  and  empowered,  to  collect  the  aforesaid 
several  taxes  in  the  same  manner  as  he  might  have  done, 
had  they  been  originally  committed  to  him  to  collect,  or 
as  the  said  Thomas  IngersoU,  jun.  aud  John  Hickok, 
respectively,  might  or  could  have  done,  he  observing 
the  rules  and  requirements  of  the  la^vs  respecting  the 
collecting  of  taxes  by  constables  and  collectors. 

July  5, 1784. 


Chap.  63 


Chapter  63. 

RESOLVE   ON 

AND  PROPRIETORS  OF  LAND  IN  THE  NORTH-EAST  CORNER 
OP  STOCKBRIDGE,  APPOINTING  NATHANIEL  KINOSLEY  AND 
THOMPSON  J.  SKINNEn,  ESQ'RS.  A  COMMITTEE  TO  VIEW  THE 
PREMISES. 

On  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  and  pro- 
prietors  of  land  in  the  noi'th^ast  comer  of  Stockbridge, 
praying  that  the  lands  delineated  in  apian  accompanying 
the  same,  may  be  set  off  from  said  Stockbridge  and  annexed 
to  the  toivn  of  Lenox  : 

Resolved,  That  Caleb  Strong,  Nathaniel  Kingsley  and 
Thompson  J.  Skinner,  Esq'rs :  be  a  committee  to  view 
the  premises,  at  the  expence  of  the  petitioners,  and  report 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  thereon,  at  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Court.  July  6, 1784, 

Chapter  64. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  TIMOTHY  PAIOB,  AGENT  ON  THE  ffJiffn     fi4 
ESTATES    OF    TIMOTHY    RUGGLBS    AND    DANIEL    OLIVER,  ^"'^F'    ^^ 
ABSENTEES,    EMPOWERING    THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE    TO 
RECEIVE  THE  CLAIMS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Paige,  agent  on  the  estates 
of  Timothy  Ruggles  and  Daniel  Oliver,  late  o/*  Hard  wick, 
Esq^rs;  absentees,  setting  forth  that  he  has  a  balance  in  his 
hands  arising  from  the  sales  and  rents  of  said  estates. 
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amounting  to  Two  hundred  and  twenty-^ight  pounds,  five 
shillings  and  two  pence  one  farthing,  for  which  he  has 
taken  notes  and  bonds  of  several  individuals .  who  are 
creditors  to  said  estates;  and  praying  for  liberty  to  pay 
the  same  in  lieu  of  cash,  and  that  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  of  Worcester  may  be  empowered  to  receive 
the  same  in  discharge  of  the  said  balance: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Woi'cestefi*,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  receive 
the  said  claims  in  discharge  of  the  said  balance  due  from 
the  said  agent  accordingly  ;  provided  the  same  shall  have 
been  duly  allowed,  and  provided  further,  that  the  said 
creditors  shall  upon  discharging  their  demands  in  manner 
aforesaid,  give  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  to  the  said 
Judge  of  Probate,  that  so  much  of  the  said  claims  shall 
be  repaid,  in  case  upon  a  final  settlement  the  said  estates 
shall  be  found  insufficient  to  pay  and  discharge  all  the  just 
debts  of  the  said  absentees.  JvXy  5, 1784. 

Chapter  65. 

Chap.  65  RESOLVE  abating  a  fine  laid  on  the  town  of  SUDBURY 
FOR  not  sending  A  REPRESENTATIVE.  * 

On  the  petition  of  William  Rice,  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  of  Sudbury,  praying  for  an  abatement 
of  the  fine  in  State  Tax,  No.  Z,for  the  year  17S3,  for  not 
sending  a  Representative  for  the  year  11 62,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  one  moiety  of  the  fine,  viz.  Eighteen 
pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  be  abated,  and 
that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  dis- 
charge the  town  of  Sudbury  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Eighteen 
pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  in  the  last  State 
Tax.  July  5, 1784. 

Chapter  66. 

Chap.  66  RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF 
^'  THE   PEACE   FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BBRKSHIRB,  TO   APPOR- 

TION FIFTEEN  HUNDRED  POUNDS  UPON  THE  SEVERAL 
TOWNS  IN  THE  SAID  COUNTY,  FOR  DEFRAYING  COUNTY 
CHARGES. 

Wliereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court,  by  the  Court  of 
General  Sessio7is  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  o/*  Berkshire, 
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that  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds^  is  necessary  for 
erecting  a  Groalj  Goal  House  and  Court  House  in  the  town 
o/"  Lenox : 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Berkshire^  be,  and  hereby 
are  empowered  and  directed,  to  levy  and  apportion  the 
said  sum  of  Fifteen  hundred  pounds,  upon  the  several 
towns  and  other  places  within  the  said  county,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid.  Jvly  5, 17 84. 


Chapter  67. 


HA    SAROEANT,    ESQ;    IN   QhaV.  67 
y,  ABATING  A  FINE  LAID  -^ 


RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    EZRA 
BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MALDE 
UPON  THE  SAID  TOWN. 

Qn  the  petition  ofEzm  Sargeant,  praying  for  an  abate^ 
ment  of  the  fine  set  upon  the  town  of  Maiden, /or  not  sending 
a  representative  to  the  General  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealthy  in  the  year  1782,  in  the  tax  act  of  1783,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Maiden  be  abated  one 
moiety  of  the  said  fine,  viz.  Fourteen  pounds,  four  shil- 
lings and  two  pence  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be  directed  to  discharge  the  town  of  Maiden 
that  sum  in  the  last  tax  act  accordingly.      July  5, 1784. 

Chapter  68. 

RESOLVE   ABATING  A  FINE   LAID   UPON  THE  TOWN  OF    WEST- 
MISSTER,  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATVE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  WesimmsteTy  pray  ing 
the  abatement  of  a  fine  set  against  the  said  town  for  neg- 
lecting to  send  a  Representative  in  the  year  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  be  so  far  granted  that  the  sura 
of  Sixteen  pounds,  two  shillings  and  six  pence  be  allowed 
to  the  town  of  Westminster;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be, 
and  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  for  that  sum 
in  their  State  tax  for  the  year  1783.  Jvly  5, 1784. 

Chapter  69. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OV  MOSES  STEBBINS  Al^D  OTHERS,  rrr^„  ^Q 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN  OF  W7£-  ^"'^P*  "^ 
BRAHAM  A  CERTAIN  SUM  OF  MONEY. 

On  the  petition  of  Moses  Stebbins,  James  Warrinnor 
and  Eldad  Stebbins,  committee  for  the  town  o/*  Wilbraham, 
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praying  for  abatement  of  a  fine  set  against  the  town  of 
Wilbraham,  of  Forty-seven  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and 
four  pence,  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court,  in  the  year  1781  and  the  year  1782,  to  represent 
the  said  toicn  of  Wilbraham  in  the  General  Court,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  one  half  of  the  abovesaid  fine  be  abated ; 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Wilbraham  the 
sum  of  Twenty-three  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  on  the  last  State  Tax,  granted  by  the  General  Court 
in  March,  1783,  in  which  tax  the  abovesaid  fine  was  set 
against  the  town  of  Wilbraham,  Jvly  5, 1784, 


Chapter  70. 

Chap.  70  RESOLVE  DISCHARGING  A  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  THE  TWEN- 
TY-FIRST  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1780,  TO  LAY  OUT  SIX  THOUSAND 
ACRES  OF  LAND  TO  ARTHUR  LEE,  ESQ;  AND  APPOINTING 
JOHN  LEWIS  AND  OTHERS,  ESQ'RS;  TO  PERFORM  THE  BUSI- 
NESS ASSIGNED  THEM. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  oj  the  General  Court,  passed  the 
twenty-first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  /lundred 
and  eighty,  a  grant  of  six  thousand  acres  of  the  unappro- 
priated lands  laying  eastward  of  Saco  River,  was  made  to 
Arthur  Lee,  Usq;  in  compensation  of  his  services  as  agent 
for  this  State,  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five;  and  Benjamin  Chadburne 
and  Moses  Little,  Esq'rs.  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
lay  out  the  same,  and  perform  other  services,  as  by  the  said 
resolve  will  appear;  and  by  a  subsequent  resolve,  Jonathan 
Greenleaf,  David  Sewall,  and  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esq'rs. 
were  joined  to  the  said  committee,  but  the  affairs  of  the  said 
committee  have  been  so  circumstanced  as  to  render  the  per- 
formance of  the  business  aforesaid  impracticable: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  committee  aforenamed  be, 
and  hereby  is  discharged  ;  and  that  John  Leivis,  Edward 
Russell  and  Isaac  Parsons,  Esq'rs.  be,  and  hereby  are, 
appointed  a  committee  to  perform  the  business  specified 
in  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the  twenty-first  of  Septernber, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Julys,  1784. 
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Chapter  71. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  GRAFF,  DIRECTING  THE  ChaV     71 
COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  THE  if>iSSi4CffC75i?7TS  LINE       »     ^*    ' 
OP  THE  ARMY,  TO  CONSOLIDATE   THE   BOUNTY   OF   THREE 
HUNDRED    DOLLARS    PROMISED   TO   THE    SOLDIERS.   BY    A 
RESOLVE   OF  THE  FIRST  OP   OCTOBER,  1779.  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Graff,  praying  for  a  bounty 
promised  by  this  State  to  hiniy  as  one  of  those  soldiers 
who  have  served  in  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States ^  during  the  late  war: 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the 
Massachusetts  Line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  directed  to  consolidate  the  bounty  of 
three  hundred  dollars  promised  by  a  resoWe  of  the  Gen- 
eral Coutt  of  October  the  first,  1779,  to  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  soldier,  who  then  had,  or  since  has 
inlisted  as  one  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  said  army, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  late  war ;  and  when  it  shall 
appear  to  the  said  committee,  that  any  of  the  said  soldiers 
have  not  received  the  aforeisaid  bounty,  they  shall  return 
a  certificate  of  the  consolidated  valu^  of  the  said  bounty, 
to  the  Governor  and  Councit,  who  are  hereby  authorized 
to  issue  a  ivarrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  danoe  ;-  and  the 
committee  aforesaid  shall  charge  the  several  sums  thigy 
shall  thus  certify,  to  the  United  States.       July  6",  1784. 

Chapter  72. 

RESOLVE  INTITLING  CALEB' ATHERTON  TO  HALF  PAY,  TO  COM-  ni^nn    72 
MENCE  FROM   MAT,  1778,  TILL  FDRTHER  ORDER.  K/HUp.      ^ 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  Caleb  Atherton,  a  soldier  in 
Captain  Adams's  company^  in  Col.  Brooks's  regiment^ 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States^  setting  forth  that  the 
said  Caleb  Atherton  was  deprived  of  eye  sight  while  in 
the  said  service;  and  it  appearing  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Governor  and  Council  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Congress 
dated  the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  1778,  that  the  said 
representation  is  true: 

Therefore  Resolvedj  That  the  said  Caleb  At?ierton  be 
intitled  to  half  pay  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1778,  'till 
the  further  order  of  this  Court,  or  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  JtUy  6, 1784. 
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Chapter  73. 

Chap.   73  RESOLVE  FOR  APPOINTING  AGENTS  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE  EAST- 
^  ERN   PART   OF    THIS   STATE,   TO   INFORM   THEMSELVES    OP 

ENCROACHMENTS   MADE    BT    BRITISH   SUBJECTS;    AND    IN- 
STRUCTING THEM    HOW  TO  PROCEED, 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January  lastpast^  recommended  to 
the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to  cause  enquiry  to  be 
made  whether  encroachments  had  actually  been  made  on  the 
territories  of  this  State  by  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty y  from  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia :  and  it 
appearing  that  great  encroachments  have  been  made  on 
the  said  territories: 

Resolved^  That  three  gentlemen  be  appointed  by  the 
General  C  ourt,  whose  duty  and  business  it  shall  be  to 
repair  to  the  eastern  part  of  this  State,  and  there  inform 
themselves  what  encroachments  have  been  made  by  his 
said  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  on  the  territories  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  if  they  find  such  have  been 
made,  that  they  make  representation  thereof  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Nova  Scotia^  and  request  him  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, and  as  a  proof  of  that  disposition  for  peace  and 
harmony  which  should  subsist  between  neighboring 
States,  to  recall  from  off  the  said  territory  the  said 
subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  so  found  to  have 
encroached  thereon ;  that  they  receive  any  communica- 
tions on  the  said  subject  which  may  be  made  by  the  said 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia^  and  make  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings herein  to  the  General  Court. 

Resolvedy  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  make  a 
commission  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the 
agents  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid  to  transact  the  said 
business,  and  transmit  to  the  said  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia^  a  copy  of  these  resolves.  July  7, 1784. 

Chapter  74. 

(Jha'D     74  ^  GRANT  op  PORTY-TWO  POUNDS  TO  MR.   WILLIAM  BAKER,  IN 
\y/eu//.    •»  YXilSL  TO  THE  26th  OP  MAT  LAST. 

On  the  petition  of  Mr.  William  Baker,  praying  for 
allowance  for  his  services  as  messenger  to  the  General 
Court: 

Resdvedj  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
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treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  William  Baker,  the 
sum  of  Forty-two  pounds,  in  full  for  his  services  as  mes- 
senger to  the  General  Court,  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
Ma}/  last.  July  7,  1784. 

Chapter  75. 

RESOLVE  APPROVING  THE  LICENCES  GIVEN  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  Qfiaf)    75 
TO  GEORGE  SPOONER  AND  OTHERS,  LATE  ABSENTEES.  ^' 

Wliereas  the  Governor ,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
hath  ffranted  licence  to  George  Spooner,  John  Amory, 
Thomas  Oxnard,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  Thomas  Brattle, 
David  Greene  and  Isaac  Winslow,  to  reside  within  this 
Commo  n  wealth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  licences  granted  as  aforesaid  be, 
iind  hereby  are  approved,  and  shall  be  continued  in  force 
until  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  provided  the  Governor  with  the  advice 
of  the  Council  shall  judge  the  continuance  of  the  persons 
above  named  not  incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the 
Commonwealth.  July  7,  1784, 

Chapter  76. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  WILLIAM  LITHGOW,  JUN.  ESQ;  nhnry     76 
DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    TO    STAY    HIS    EXECUTIONS  ^"'^F' 
AGAINST  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN, 
FOR  DEFICIENCIES  IN  MEN  AND  BEEF. 

Whereas  the  memorial  of  VfxWveiXn  Lithgow,yMn.  Esq; 
of  the  thirty-first  o/"  January,  1784,  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
Hants  of  the  county  of  Lincoln, /or  reasons  fiet  forth  in  the 
said  memorial, p laying  that  the  said  inhabitants  may  be  * 
txempttd  from  the  payment  of  the  tax  assessed  upon  them 
for  not  procuring  their  respective  quotas  of  three  years  and 
three  and  five  months  menjor  the  army,  amounting  to  the 
average  price  of  the  said  respective  quotas;  and  also  for 
the  deficiencies  in  procuring  beef,  is  referred  over  to  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Court: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  stay  execution 
against  the  seveial  towns  in  the  said  county  o{  Lincoln, 
so  far  as  respects  their  deficiencies  in  procuring  men  and 
beef,  until  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

July  7, 1784. 
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Chapter  77. 

Chap.   11  RESOLVE    DIRECTING   THE    COMMISSARY  GENERAL   TO    MAKE 
^  CERTAIN  REPAIRS,  REPORTED  BY  TUE  COMMITTEE,  TO  THE 

CASTLE  IN  BOSTON  HARBOUR. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  view  the  state  of  the  Castle 
in  Boston  harbour,  take  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
attended  the  service,  and  find  the  stone  wall  at  the  south- 
east part  of  the  island  (under  Shirley  Battery ^  so  called) 
in  such  a  state  as  to  require  an  immediate  repair ;  also  a 
continuation  of  the  said  wall  so  far  inclining  to  the  south- 
ward as  to  secure  a  very  valuable  well,  and  the  earth  that 
supports  the  foundation  of  the  bastion  contiguous  to  the 
principal  magazine;  otherwise,  in  all  probability,  before 
another  season  it  will  be  attended  with  double  the  expence 
and  a  total  loss  of  the  well :  several  other  repairs  to  the 
wharves,  if  soon  made,  will  prevent  a  considerable  addi- 
tional expence. 

They  also  report  it  necessaiy  that  doors  be  made  for 
several  of  the  barracks  that  are  wanting,  and  that  they 
be  inclosed  as  soon  as  may  be : 

That  coverings  be  made  for  the  carriages  of  the  cannon, 
and  a  quantity  of  plank  provided  against  another  season, 
for  repairing  a  number  of  carriages  that  are  in  a  degree 
useless,  and  also  a  quantity  of  plank  for  platforms. 

It  will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
have  a  low  wall  continued  round  the  West  Head,  so  called, 
to  the  South  Point,  the  next  year,  as  for  want  of  such  a 
wall  great  quantities  of  the  earth  have  washed  into  the 
sea. 

The  committee  find  all  the  military  apparatus,  excepting 
the  carnages  beforementioned,  in  exceeding  good  order; 
and  that  the  garrison  consists  of  fifty  men  only,  including 
non-commissioned  oflScers  and  privates,  which  number 
have  been  the  peace  establishment  for  near  a  century, 
and  a  less  number  the  committee  apprehend  will  be  inade- 
quate for  the  garrison  ;  all  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Cotton  Tltfts,  per  order. 

Read  and  accepted,  and 

JResolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  take  order  that 
the  necessary  repairs  be  made  to  the  Castle  in  Boston 
harbour,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  report. 

July  7,  1784, 
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Chapter  78. 

GRANT  OF  FIFTY   POUNDS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  ASCER-  CkaV.   78 
TAIN,  &c.  THE  BOUNDARY   LINE    BETWEEN    THIS    COMMON-  -^ 

WEALTH,  AND  THE  EASTERN  PART  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW 
YORK. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Joseph  Hawley^  Timothy  Edtcards^ 
Caleb  Strong  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esq'rs.  the  Com- 
missioners by  law  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  State,  in 
conjunction  with  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  State  oi  New  York,  to  ascertain,  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  said  State  of  Neio  York,  the  sum  of  Fifty 
pounds,  they  the  above  named  Commissioners  to  be 
accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  business  aforesaid.  July  7,  1784, 

Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  EUEV   GIFFORD,  TO   NOTIFY  QhWD.   79 
JOBS  BEAX  TO  APPEAR  ON  THE  SECOND  THURSDAY  OP  THE  -^^ 

NEXT  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT  TO  SHEW  CAUSE. 

Ofi  the  pefition  of  Elihu  Gifford,  praying  for  relief  in 
John  Bean's  action  against  him: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  Bean  to 
appear  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Court,  by  serving  him  with,  or  leaving  at  his  last 
and  usual  place  of  abode,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the 
said  time  of  appearance,  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  and 
this  resolve,  properly  attested,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he 
bath,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be 
granted  ;  and  the  execution  in  the  said  action,  and  all 
proceedings  thereon,  are  stayed  in  the  meantime. 

July  7,  1784. 

Chapter  80. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSJAH  MOORE,  ENTITLING  HIM  Chnri     QQ 
TO  A  NEW  TRIAL  ON  THE  ACTION  MENTIONED,  &c.  ^' 

On  the  petition  o/'Josiah  Moore,  praying  for  a  new  tibial 
in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  Edward  Baymond 
and  Hepzibah,  his  wife,  administratrix  on  the  estate  of 
Jotham  Bush,  late  of  Shrewsbury,  deceased,  on  which  suit 
a  judgment  was  recovered  against  the  petitioner  on  default. 
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at  the  Court  of  Oommon  Pleas  holden  at  Worcester,  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  in  March,  17^1,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  said  petition : 

Hesolvedj  That  the  petitioner  be,  and  he  hereby  is,- 
entitled  to  a  new  trial  on  the  action  aforesaid ;  and  the 
Justices  of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  their  ses- 
sions to  be  holden  at  Worcester,  for  and  within  the 
county  of  Woixester,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September 
next,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  fully 
empowered  to  resume  the  aforesaid  action,  take  ofi'  the 
default,  and  proceed  to  a  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
legally  might  on  a  new  entry,  the  petitioner  first  serving 
the  adverse  party  with  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve, 
fourteen  days  at  the  least  before  the  aforesaid  first  Tues- 
day of  September  next ;  and  that  execution  on  the  former 
judgment  be  staid  in  the  mean  time,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  Jxdy  7, 1784. 

Chapter  81. 

Chap.   81  RESOLVE  FOR  PENSIONING  CAPT.  JOHN  SLEWMAX,  AND  ENTI- 
^  TUNG  HIM  TO  HALF  PAY  AS  A  CAPTAIN. 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Copt,  John  Slewman,  of  Col. 
Crane's  regiment  of  artillery,  who  received  a  wound  in  the 
head  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  on  the  fourth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1777,  by  2chic?i  wound  he  is  rendered  incapable  of 
folloicing  any  useful  employment  for  obtaining  his  support: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  John  Slewman  be 
entitled  to  receive  half  pay  as  a  Captain  in  the  corps  of 
artillery,  from  the  time  of  his  discharge  from  the  army, 
untill  the  further  order  of  Congress  or  the  General  Court 
of  this  Commonwealth.  '  July  9,  17S4. 

Chapter  82. 

Chat).   82  RESOLVE     FOR    TRANSFERRING    A    COMMISSION     APPOINTING 
■^'  EBENEZER  BRIDGE  AND  NATHAX  DANE,  ESQ'RS.  TO   TREAT 

WITH    THE     INDIANS,    TO     BENJAMIN    LINCOLN,    ESQ;     ANI> 
OTHERS. 

Whereas  the  General  Court,  by  a  resolve  dated  the  sec- 
ond day  o/"  July  instant,  appointed  Ebenezer  Bridge  and 
Nathan  Dane,  Esq^s;  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  In^ 
dians  of  the  Penobscot  tribe,  for  the  purposes  in  the  same 
resolve  mentioned,  since  which  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Henry 


1784,  — May  Session.  247 

Knox  and  George  Partridge,  Esq'rs;  have  been  appointed 
Oammissioners  to  inquire  into  the  encroachment^^  made  by 
the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Grent  Britain,  on  the  territory  of 
this  (Jommonwealthy  and  it  appearing  that  the  Commis- 
sioners last  appointed  can  conveniently  attend  on  the  subject 
matter  of  both  commissions :  Therefore, 

liesolvedy  That  the  Commission  aforesaid  of  the  said 
Ebemzer  Bridge  and  Nathan  Dane,  Esq'rs ;  cease,  and 
the  said  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Henry  Knox  and  Georje 
Partridge,  Esq'rs  ;  are  hereby  vested  with  all  tlie  authori- 
ties aad  powers  which  in  the  commission  to  the  said 
Bridge  and  Dane  were  given  to  them.  July  9,  1784. 

Chapter  83. 


E  TREASURER  TO  LAY  AN   ACCOUNT  OF  (Jhaj).   83 

)M  COLLECTORS,  &c.   BEFORE   THE   GKN-  ^  * 


ORDER  DIRECTING  THE 
BALANCES  DUE  FROM 
ERAL  COURT,  ON  THE  FIRST  WEEK  OF  THE  NEXT  SESSION 
THEREOF. 

Orde7'ed,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  hiy  before  the  General 
Court,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  session  thereof,  an 
account  of  the  respective  balances  due  from  the  collectors 
in  the  several  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  for  t.axes ; 
together  with  the  sum  total  of  the  balance  due  to  this 
Commonwealth  in  outstanding  debts  and  taxes,  and  also 
an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  gold  and  silver  notes,  so 
called,  not  consolidated,  and  what  interest  may  be  unpaid 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  publish  the 
foregoing  order  in  Adams  and  Nourse's  Independent 
Chronicle,  July  9,  1784. 


Chapter  84. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DANIEL  WITT  OF  PAXTOV^  Chan  84- 
REMITTING  SIX  HUNDRED  POUNDS  OF  THE  DEBT  MEN-  ^'^^F'  ^^ 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Witt  of  Paxton,  shewing  that 
he  was  prevailed  on  by  Samuel  Stearns,  to  be  bail  for 
said  Samuel's  appearance  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
holden  al  Worcester,  where  the  said  Samuel  failed  to 
appear,  and  thereby  the  Commonwealth  hath  obtained 
judgment  against  said  Daniel  for  a  sum,  the  j)aynient 
xchereof  would  utterly  ruin  him,  and  that  he  has  caused  the 
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said  Samuel  to  be  apprehended  and  confined  in  the  common 
goal  in  Worcester,  and  it  appearing  from  the  record  of  the 
said  'Supreme  Judicial  Courts  that  the  contents  of  the  said 
Judgment  amounts  to  /he  sum  of  Six  hundred  and  ninety^ 
four  pounds  y  eight  shillings  debt^  and  Six  pounds  ^  five  shill^ 
ings  and  tivo ])ence,  cost: 

Jtesolvedj  That  the  sum  of  Six  hundred  pounds  of  the 
debt  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  is  remitted,  and  the  said 
Daniel  thereof  discharged,  and  that  execution  be  done 
only  for  the  residue  of  the  same  judgment,  viz. :  for  the  sum 
of  One  hundred  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  two  pence. 
Read,  and  thereupon  Ordered^  That  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  next  session 
•  of  this  Court,  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean 
time.  July  9,  1784, 


Chap. 


Chapter  85. 

g5  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JACOB  SIIEAFE  AND  OTHERS. 
INHABITANTS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  \EW  HAMPSHIRE,  DIRECT- 
ING THE  COLLECTORS  OF  IMPOST  AND  EXCISE,  TO  SUSPEND 
PROSECUTING  THE  BONDS  TAKEN  BY  THEM. 

On  the  petition  of  Jacob  Sheafe  aiid  others,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  that  the 
bonds  given  for  impost  on  goods  imjyorted  into  this  Com- 
monirealth ^  and  exported  to  said  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
may  be  cancelled: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Collectors  of  impost  and  excise  in 
this  Commonwealth,  who  may  have  taken  bonds  of  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  St.ite  of  ^^ew  Hampshire,  for  the 
payment  of  the  impost  on  goods,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  suspend  prosecuting  said  bonds  until  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court, 
provided  the  obligor  or  obligors  shall  produce  suflBcient 
evidence  to  the  said  Collector  or  Collectors,  that  the  goods 
so  bonded,  were  exported  whole  and  entire  out  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  said  State  of  N^ew  Hampshire. 

July  9,1784. 


Chapter  86. 

Chap.   86  RESOLVE   granting   four  thousand    pounds  TO    THE   COM- 
^'  MITTEE  FOR  EXAMINING  AND  PASSING  ACCOUNTS. 

liesolvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  committee  on  accounts,  Four  thou- 
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sand  pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  such  accounts  as  have 
been  or  may  be  by  them  examined  and  allowed,  the  said 
committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
same.  July  9, 1784. 

Chapter  87. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MOSES  FITCH,  GRANTING   HIM  ChaV.   87 
FIFTEEN   POUNDS,  NINETEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FOUR  PENCE,  '^' 

TO  DISCHARGE  THE  ACCOUNTS  MENTIONED. 

0?i  t/ie petition  and  memorifil  of  Moses  Fitch,  praying 
an  alloicancefor  his  expence  and  loss  of  tiin^^  occasioned 
by  a  icound  received  in  a  battle  at  the  White  Plains,  in  the 
year  17  76  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  and 
memorial  be  gninted,  and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the 
said  Moses  Fitch^  in  full  discharge  of  his  account  (includ- 
ing the  doctor's  bill)  the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds,  nineteen 
shillimrs  and  four  pence. 

Andtchereas  there  was  no  ho'^pital  established  at  the  said 
White  Plains  at  the  time  of  the  said  battle,  for  the  recep- 
lion  of  icounded  soldiers: 

Therefore  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  Fifteen 
pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  be  charged  to 
the  United  States.  June  26,  1784. 


Chapter  87a. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  REVBEN   HINMAX,  IN   BRHALF   Qh    QT  a 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ADAMS,  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE   FOR  * 

THE  SALE  OF  ABSENTEES'  ESTATES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
BERKSHIRE,  TO  EXAMINE  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
ADAMS  AGAINST  THE  ESTATES  OF  ELISHA  JOXES  AND  JOHN 
MURRAY, 

On  the  petition  of  Reuben  Hinraan,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Adams : 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  sixth  of  March,  1782,  that 
part  of  the  town  of  AdvLxns,  formerly  called  East  Hoosuck, 
had  a  reasonable  time  allowed  them  in  due  course  of  laiv  to 
establish  their  claims  to  all  lands  due  to  them  from  the  con- 
fiscated  estates  of  Elisha  Jones  and  John  Murray.  And 
tchereas  the  time  allowed  the  Judges  of  Probate  to  receive 
and  examine  the  claims  on   the  said  estates  is  expired. 
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ichich  renders  it  bnpracticablefor  them  in  that  way  to  estab- 
lish their  claims: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  Absentees'^ 
Estates  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  he,  and  they  are, 
hereby  empowered  and  directed,  previous  to  their  mak- 
ing sale  of  the  said  estates,  to  examine  the  claims  the  said 
town  of  Adams  have  against  the  estates  of  EHsha  Jones 
and  John  Murray,  on  account  of  lands  reserved  in  the 
original  grant  of  the  said  township  for  public  uses:  And 
the  committee  aforesaid  are  likewise  empowered  and 
directed  to  set  ofl'  to  the  said  towij  of  Adams,  out  of  the 
confiscated  estates  aforesaid,  so  much  as  they  shall  judge 
to  be  an  equivalent  for  tjie  lands  for  which  the  said  town 
may  in  their  judgment  establish  a  legal  claim  against  the 
estates  of  the  said  Jones  and  Murray,         July  9, 17S4, 


Chapter  88. 

Chap.   88  RESOLVE   GRANTING   ONE    HUNDRED   THIRTY-SIX  POUNDS,  TO 
•^  JABEZ  HATCH,  ESQ;   LATE   DEPUTY  QUARTER  MASTER  GEN- 

ERAL, TO  DISCHARGE   AN  ENGAGEMENT  OF  JOHX  TORRET 
ESQ;  TO  AAROS  MIGHILL. 

Whereas  the  Judgment  which  Aaron  Mighill,  Esq;  hath 
recovered  af/ainst  John  Torrey,  £i<q;  late  assistant 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  at  the  Court  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August  last 
past,  for  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  thirfy-six  pounds ^ 
fifteen  shilliugs  and  f^even  pence,  was  on  an  enr/a(/ement 
made  by  the  said  John  Torrey,  to  pay  the  said  Aaron 
Mighill  for  transjyortation  of  Continental  prrperty  from 
Springfield  to  Claverack : 
•  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 

to  Jabez  Hatch,  Esq  ;  late  a  Deputy  Quarter  Master  (Gen- 
eral, the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  thiity-six  pounds,  fifteen 
shillings  and  seven  pence,  to  be  by  him  applied  for  the 
discharge  of  the  debt  abovementioned,  and  that  the  same 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  United  States. 

July  9,  17S4. 


Chapter  89, 
Chajy.  89  resolve  pensioning  jeremtah  robbixs,  a  soldier, 

^*  FURTHER  order. 


TILL 


0)1  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensionei's,  in  behalf  of  3  erernvdh  Bobbins,  a  soldier,  who 
was  icovnded  in  the  service  of  the  United  /States: 
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Resolvedy  That  the  said  Jeremiah  Hohbins,  be  entitled 
to  one  eighth  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  January  the 
first,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  'till  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court  or  Congress. 

July  9,1784. 


Chapter  90. 

RESOLVE    PEXSIONINO     WILLIAM    PARKER,    A    SOLDIER,    TILL  ChaV.   90 
•   ,  FURTHER  ORDER.  -^ 

Upon  the  representation  q/*  John  Lucas,  Commlssainj  of 
PenMoners,  in  behalf  of  William  Parker,  a  soldier  in 
Colonel  Samuel  Johnson's  regiment.  Captain  Samuel 
Johnson's  company  of  militia,  who  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Stillwater,  on  the  seventh  of  October,  1777,  by 
a  musket  ball,  in  his  hip: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Parker  be  allowed  one 
eighth  part  pay  as  a  private  soldier,  from  the  thirteenth 
day  of  December,  1111 ,  the  time  of  his  discharge,  until 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  or  the  Congress. 

July  9,  1784. 


Chapter  91. 

A  GRANT  TO  THE  HON.  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE   AND   HON.  Chup.   91 
SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE,  AND  CLERKS  OF  THE  SENATE  AND  -^ 

HOUSE. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Honorable 
Samuel  Adams,  Esq ;  President  of  the  Senate,  the  sum 
of  six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's  attendance  the 
present  session  of  the  General  Court :  and  also  to  the 
Honorable  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  for 
each  day's  attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  present 
session,  over  and  above  their  respective  pay  as  members 
of  the  General  Court  : 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Mr.  George  Minot,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
and  also  to  Mr.  William  Baker,  jun..  Clerk  of  the  Senate, 
the  sum  of  Forty  pounds  each,  in  part  for  their  services  as 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Clerk  of  the 
Senate,  the  present  year.  July  9, 1784. 
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Chapter  92. 

CJiap.    92  HESOLVE   DIRECTING   HOW  THE   MEMBERS  OF  THE    GENERAL 
-^  *  COURT  SHALL  BE  PAID  FOR  THEIR  ATTENDANCE  THE  PRES- 

ENT SESSION. 

BeAoJvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  each  member  of 
the  General  Court,  out  of  that  part  of  the  second  moiety 
of  the  Continental  Tax  which  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
this  government,  two  thirds  of  the  sum  due  to  such  mem- 
ber on  the  pay  roll,  for  travel  and  attendance,  during  the 
present  session  of  the  General  Court,  and  the  remaining 
sum  by  a  ceitificate  cm  a  collector  or  constable,  to  be  dis- 
counted or  paid  out  of  the  same  tax  appropriated  as 
aforesaid.  July  9,  1784. 

Chapter  93. 

Chap.   93  RKSOLVE    for    printing    two    thousand    SIX    HUNDRED    OF 
^  THE  SCHEDULE  FOR  TAKING  A  NEW  VALUATION. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  Two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred of  the  schedule  for  taking  a  new  valuation,  agreeable 
to  the  act  passed  this  session  for  that  purpose ;  and  the 
Secretary  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  send 
with  the  valuation  to  each  of  the  towns  in  this  Common- 
wealth, a  sutficient  number  for  each  town  of  the  said 
schedules.  July  9,  1784. 

Chapter  94. 

Chap.  94  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  first  parish  in  BRAD' 
FORD,  EMPOWERING  SAMUEL  TRASK,  JUN.  TO  COLLECT 
RATES  AND   TAXES. 

On  the  pel  it  ion  o/*  John  Ilovey,  Enos  Bishop  and  Peter 
Gage,  a  comviitiee  of  the  First  Parish  in  Bradford,  praying 
that  Samuel  Trask,  jun.  tvho  tvas  chosen  a  collector  in 
March,  1783,  to  collect  the  rates  and  taxes  of  said  First 
Parish,  of  that  year^  might  be  eviporoered  to  collect  such 
rates  and  taxes,  nnticith standing  his  neglecting  to  be  sworn 
within  the  year  for  which  he  was  chosen : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Samuel  Trask,  jun.  who  was  chosen  a  collector 
for  the  said  First  Parish  in  Biadford,  for  the  year  1783, 
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notwithstanding  he  was  not  sworn  within  the  year  for 
which  he  was  chosen,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  collect  (upon  his  being  sworn)  all  such 
rates  and  taxes  as  have  been  duly  assessed  on  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  said  First  Parish,  within  the  year  for  which 
he  was  chosen,  and  which  were  committed  to  him  to 
collect,  as  fully  as  if  he  had  been  sworn  within  the  year 
for  which  he  was  chosen.  July  9, 1784. 

Chapter  95. 

RESOLVE    APPOINTING   A    COMMITTEE  TO   MAKE   REPAIES   TO   ChaV.   95 
THE  STATE  HOUSE  AND  THE  HOUSE  WHERE  THE  GOVERNOR 
AND  COUNCIL  SIT,  AND  GRANTING  TWO  HUNDRED  POUNDS 
FOR  THE  PURPOSE. 

liesolvedj  That  William  Heath,  Thomas  Dawes,  and 
Joseph  Hosmer,  Esq'rs ;  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed 
a  committee  to  make  such  repairs  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  to  the  State  House  where  the  General  Court 
now  sit ;  and  also  to  the  House  where  the  Governor  and 
Council  sit. 

And  it  is  further  liesolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the 
said  committee,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds,  they  to 
be  accountable  therefor,  and  lay  their  accounts  before  the 
General  Court  for  examination  and  allowance. 

July  9,  1784. 

Chapter  96. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE   SELECTMEN    OF    STOCK-   ChaV.  96 
BRIDGE,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  SAID  -^' 

TOWN  FOR  A  CERTAIN  QUANTITY  OF  BEEF,  AND  TO   RECALL 
HIS  EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Stockhvidge,  praying 
fo7'  reasons  set  forth  in  i<aid  petition,  that  the  said  town 
may  be  credited  for  the  whole  quantity  of  beef  required  of 
them  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  on  the 
twenty-second  day  o/*  June,  in  the  year  1781. 

Resolved,  That  the  i)rayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  town 
accordingly  for  the  said  quantity  of  beef,  amounting  in 
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the  whole  to  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  pounds,    (two  receipts  for  part  of  the  same  beef, 

havinor   been   lost  notwithstandinor)    and    that    the    said 

•        •  lit* 

Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  recall  his  exe- 
cution issued  against  the  said  town  on  account  of  the 
said  beef.  July  9^  1784. 


Chapter  97. 

(JJiaj).    97  RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  EVANS,  DIRECTING 
-^'  A    NEW    TRIAL    IN    AN     ACTION     BROUGHT    AGAINST    THE 

INHABITANTS  OF  SALISBURY,  &c. 

On  the  petit  ion  of  Benjamin  Evans,  prayinrf  that  they 
may  have  a  new  trial  iri  an  action  brought  by  Joseph 
Page  and  another,  against  the  inhabitants  of  Salisbury, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  petitioner  serve  the  adverse  party,  with 
an  attested  copy  of  this  petition,  with  this  order  thereon, 
at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  to  appear  and 
shew  cause  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  in  the  mean  time 
execution  be  staid  thereon.  July  9,  1784. 


Chapter  98. 

Chan     98  RESOLVE    directing    RICHARD    DEVENS,    ESQ;    TO   MAN   AND 
V//6U//.       u  pj^  ^^g   STATE  YATCH. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Ksq ;  Commissary 
General  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  man  and  fit  the  State  Yatch  in  a  suitable 
manner,  to  receive  on  board  the  agents  who  have  been 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  encroachments  made  on  the 
eastern  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  yatch,  so 
fitted  and  manned,  is  to  attend  on  said  agents  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  business  aforesaid;  and  the  Com- 
missary aforesaid  is  further  directed,  to  provide  the 
necessary  stores  and  provisions  for  the  agents  aforesaid, 
and  the  crew  of  said  yatch.  July  9,  1784. 
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Cliapter\99. 

BESOLVB  ON    THE   REQUEST   OP   A   NUMBER   OF   THE   INHAB-  Charh     99 
1TANT8  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LISCOLX,  APPOINTING  BBBNB^  ^* 

ZBR  BRIDGE,  &c.  FOR  A  COMMITTEE,  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE 
SEVERAL  TOWNS  MENTIONED,  AND  VIEW  THEIR  SITUATION 
AND  REPORT. 

On  the  request  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
county  of  Liincoln,  in  behalf  of  the  towns  of  Newcastle, 
Walpole,  Bristol,  Waldoborough,  Warren,  Thomaston, 
the  plantation  of  Sterlington,  and  Boothbay,  praying 
that  a  Committee  from  the  General  Court  may  be  sent  to 
view  the  circumstances  of  the  said  towns^  at  the  expence  of 
the  same: 

Resolved^  That  Ebenezer  Bridge  of  Chelmsford^  Eben- 
ezer  March  of  Newbury^  and  John  Hill  of  Berwick^ 
Esq'rs ;  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  said  towns,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  view  their  circumstances,  and  report  a  state  of 
facts,  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  the  said 
towns  defraying  the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  in 
performing  this  business.  July  9, 1784. 


Chapter  lOO. 

A  GRANT  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  RICHARD  DEVEXS,  ri^^y.  100 
ESQ;  COMMISSARY  GENERAL,  FOR  REPAIRS  AT  THE  CASTLE.      ^'*«P-»-t^ 

Whereas  it  appears  by  a  report  of  a  committee  of  both 
Houses  made  the  present  session  ^  that  sundry  repairs  are 
indispensably  necessary  at  Castle  William ;  whi(^  repairs^ 
the  Commissary  General  has  been  directed  to  make;  and 
in  order  to  enable  the  Commissary  General  seasonably  to 
compleat  the  said  repairs: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
to  Richard  Devens^  Esq ;  Commissary  General,  the  sum 
of  Three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  by  him  applied  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. . 

July  9, 1784. 

Chapter  101. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  DTER,  GRANTING  HIM  Ch/tn  101 
TWENTY  POUNDS  IN  SPECIE.  K^nuj/.IXJX 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Dyer,  a  soldier  in  Colonel 
Hazeo's  regimemty  praying  for  an  allowance  of  a  bounty 
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of  7\Denty  pounds y  promised  to  those  who  engaged  in  the 
first  three  years  service,  which  bounty  he  has  not  received: 
Resolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Joseph  Dyer,  out 
of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Twenty 
pounds  in  specie  notes,  bearing  date  January  first,  1777. 

Jvly  9,  1784. 

Chapter  102. 

ChaV  102  ^  GRANT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS  TO  THE  COM- 
'  '  MITTEE  TO  PERFORM  CERTAIN  DUTY  IN  THE   COUNTY  OF 

LINCOLN. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  perform  certain  duty  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of 
the  twenty-eighth  of  October  last,  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  business 
required  of  them  by  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court ; 
the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  same.  JiUy  9, 1784. 


Chapter  103. 

ChaV  103  RESOLVE  directing  the  committee    FOR  EXAMINING    INTO 
-^*  THE  STATE  OF  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 

LINCOLN,  Ac.  AND  VESTING  THEM  WITH   CERTAIN  POWERS. 
&c.  &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the 
twenty-second  of  March  last,  so  far  as  it  includes  the 
acceptance  of  the  second  clause  of  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  examining  into  the  state  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  made  the  nineteenth  of 
the  said  March,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  directed  to  lay  out  as  many  more  townships,  in 
the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  besides  those  mentioned  in 
their  said  report  of  the  nineteenth  of  March  last,  as  they 
can  in  the  course  of  the  present  season ;  and  in  such 
parts  of  the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  as  they  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  of 
which  townships  they  are  directed  to  run  only  the  out- 
side lines,  obtaining  the  best  information  within  their 
power  of  the  quality  of  soil,  and  the  circumstances  of 
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each  township  or  tract  of  land  so  laid  out ;  each  of  the 
said  towDships  to  contain  six  miles  square,  as  near  as  may 
be ;  and  in  the  admeasurement  of  them  no  allowance  to 
be  made  for  ponds,  bogs  or  meadows,  and  when  sold  no 
allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  purchaser  for  any  loss  or 
deficiency  on  account  thereof. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  dispose  of  the  said 
townships  by  them  laid  out  as  aforesaid,  for  the  most  they 
can  obtain  in  the  public  consolidated  securities  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  for  the  notes  given  by  the  Treasurer 
thereof,  to  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  Continental 
Army,  which  may  have,  or  shall  become  due  in  either  of 
the  years,  1784,  17b5  or  1786,  the  same  to  sell  either  at 
public  auction  or  private  sale,  as  to  them  shall  appear 
most  conducive  to  the  public  interest,  and  in  the  convey- 
ance of  each  township,  they  are  directed  to  appropriate 
Two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  the  Ministry,  Two  hun- 
dred acres  for  the  first  settled  Minister,  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  for  the  use  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  Two 
hundred  acres,  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  for  the  future 
disposition  of  the  General  Court. 

liesohedy  That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  give 
public  notice  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  the  aforesaid  lands 
are  now  laying  out  for  sale  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said 
Committee  are  directed,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  possessed 
of  due  returns  of  the  surveys,  and  are  in  a  condition 
for  the  sale  of  any  of  the  said  lands,  that  they  advertize 
the  same  for  sale,  and  proceed  without  delay  therein ; 
disposing  of  the  said  lands  in  greater  or  lesser  quantities, 
as  they  shall  judge  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  in  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  where  they  have 
been  previously  occupied,  they  are  directed  to  govern 
themselves  in  the  sale  thereof  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  directed  to 
agree  upon  some  regular  mode  for  the  transacting  the  afore-  • 
said  business,  and  one  at  least  of  the  said  Committee  to 
sit  in  Boston^  one  or  two  days  weekly,  for  six  weeks  suc- 
cessively, before  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Court, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  any  proposals  or  subscrip- 
tions ;  and  for  negociating  the  said  business,  giving  public 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sitting. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  empowered  to  employ  from  time  to  time  a  Surveyor 
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or  Surveyors,  with  proper  chainmen,  in  taking  such  sur- 
veys and  plans  as  they  shall  find  necessary  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  business  of  their  commission,  the  said 
surveyors  and  chainmen  to  be  under  oath  ;  and  to  execute 
good  and  suflScient  deeds  of  the  lands  they  shall  sell,  in 
pursuance  of  this  or  any  f<»rmer  resolve ;  and  the  public 
securities  for  which  the  said  lands  are  to  be  sold,  and 
which  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive,  the  said 
Committee  are  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one 
of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office ;  and  to 
make  report  of  their  proceedings  and  progress  herein,  at 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Court.         July  P,  1784, 

Chapter  104. 

C%ai).104  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE  TO  CONSIDER  A  TRANSCRIPT  OF  A 
■^'  LETTER   FROM  THE    DELEGATES   OF   THIS  COMMONWEALTH 

IN  CONGRESS,  DATED  JUNE  4,  1784,  DIRECTING  THE  SECRE- 
TARY TO  TRANSMIT  THE  SAME  TO  THE  DELEGATES. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  transcript  of  a  letter  from  the  Delegates 
of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  from  G.  to  H.  with  the 
papers  No.  19  and  No.  20,  accompanying  the  same,  repoit. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  conduct 
of  the  Delegates  respecting  a  peace  establishment,  as 
expressed  in  the  transcript  of  the  letter  beforementioned, 
merits  the  highest  approbation  of  the  Legislature  :  stand- 
ing armies  being  dangerous  to  free  States,  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  that  the  Legislature  should  by  an  incessant 
attention,  endeavour  to  regulate,  and  at  all  times  cause 
their  numerous  militia  to  be  well  disciplined ;  as  the  best 
and  most  proper  defence  of  a  free  republic. 

The  Committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  as  a  laige 
proportion  of  the  troops  retained  in  the  service  from 
November ^  1783,  to  the  time  of  disbanding  the  army, 
•  belonged  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^  their 
Delegates  should  continue  their  earnest  applications  to 
Congress,  for  such  an  allowance  therefor  as  shall  be 
equitable,  all  which  is  submitted. 

Stephen  Choaie^  per  order. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Ordered^  that  the 
Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  forward  to 
the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  report.  July  9^  1784, 
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Chapter  105. 

RESOLVKON  THE  PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  FOSTBR  AND  OTHERS,  Chap.105 
LATE  SOLDIERS  IN    COLONEL   JOSEPH    WEBB'S   REGIMENT,  ^' 

DIRECTING    CAPTAIN    SAMUEL    TAT  TO  PRESENT  AN  ADDI- 
TIONAL PAY  ROLL  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL. 

On  the  petition  o/*  William  Foster,  Jesse  Hopkins,  Jesse 
Nichols,  Samuel  Teed,  Nathaniel  Harrod,  Josiah  Starnes, 
Samuel  Eames,  William  Russel,  Benjamin  Lock,  Jacob 
Kichardson  and  Pomp  Baldwin,  j? ray mj' /or  connideration 
for  service  performed  as  soldiers  in  Colonel  Webb's  regi- 
ment^ and  Captain  Tay's  company^  raised  to  reinforce  the 
Continental  Army^  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  legisla- 
ture^ o/*June,  1781 : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  that  the  persons  above-- 
named  did  serve  in  the  capacity  aforesaid,  for  which  ser- 
vice they  have  not  received  pay,  and  that  they  are  entitled 
to  compensation  : 

Therefore  resolved,  That  Captain  Samuel  Tay  present 
to  the  Governor  and  Council,  an  additional  pay  roll,  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  several  persons  beforementioned, 
made  out  in  the  usual  manner  and  form,  specifying  each 
man's  time  of  service,  from  the  time  of  his  marching  from 
home  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  October,  1781,  inclusive, 
for  examination  and  payment;  and  that  the  additional 
pay  roll  be  annexed  to  the  pay  roll  of  the  company,  here- 
tofore presented  and  allowed.  July  9,  1784, 


Chapter  106. 

RESOLVE  PERMITTING  THE  TOWN  OF  WINDHAM,  TO  EXHIBIT 
DUPLICATE  RECEIPTS  OF  BEEF  TO  THE  SECRETARY,  ANY 
TIME  BEFORE  THE  20TH  DAY  OF  JULY  INSTANT,  &c. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  this  Court,  passed  the  twenty- 
first  of  February  last,  the  time  of  returning  duplicate 
receipts  of  beef,  from  any  town  which  had  neglected  to 
make  return,  was  limited  to  the  first  day  of  this  instant 
July.  And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the 
town  of  Windham  did  transmit  their  duplicate  receipts  of 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and' ten  pounds  to  Boston, 
some  time  in  June  last,  but  the  bearer  of  the  receipts  either 
through  mistake  or  neglect,  did  not  deliver  the  same  to  the 
Secretary,  till  after  the  said  limited  time  had  elapsed, 
when  the  same  could  not  be  received  by  the  Secretary, 
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Resolved^  That  the  town  of  Windham  be  permitted  to 
exhibit  the  said  duplicate  receipts  of  beef  to  the  Secretary, 
any  time  before  the  twentieth  of  July  instant ;  and  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive  and 
examine  the  said  receipts  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  condition,  as  if  the  same  had  been  exhibited  before 
the  first  day  of  Jidy  instant,  any  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  July  9^  1784. 


RESOLVES 

or  THB 

GENERAL    COURT   OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1784;  AND  FROM  THENCE  CON- 
TINUED, BY  ADJOURNMENT,  TO  WEDNESDAY  THE 
THIRTEENTH    DAY    OF    OCTOBER   FOLLOWING. 


1784.  —  October  Session. 
Chapter  1. 

GRANT  OF  FIFTEEN  POUNDS  TO    WILLIAM  BAKER,  MESSENGER   nhath    1 
TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  TO  PURCHASE  FUEL,  &c.  Vyme//.  ± 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  to  William  Baker^  mes- 
senger of  the  General  Court,  the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds, 
out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  purchase  fuel  for  the  use  of  the  said  Court,  he 
to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

October  15, 17S4. 

Chapter  2. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETmON  OF  ELIZABETH  SNELLING,  AUTHOR-  /^A^„     O 
IZING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE,  OF  SUFFOLK COViiTY,  TO  RE-  ^'*"/'* 
COMMIT  THE  DEMAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Snelling,  setting  forth  y  that 
(he  Commissioners  on  the  e«^o/eq/* Jonathan  Snelling,  upon 
the  demand  of  Ezekiel  Goldthwait,  before  them  preferred, 
allowed  him  a  large  sum  of  money,  on  account  of  certain 
protested  bills  of  exchange,  the  risk  of  which  bills,  as 
she  suggests,  the  said  Goldthwait  took  altogether  upon  him- 
self;  and  praying  that  the  consideration  of  the  premises 
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may  be  recommitted  to  the  former  commissioners^  or  that 
new  ones  may  be  appointed^  and  the  said  request  appearing 
reasonable : 

Resolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk^  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered, 
to  recommit  the  .said  demand  of  the  said  Goldthwait  to 
the  former  Commissioners,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
their  former  commission  being  closed  notwithstanding. 

October  15,  1784. 


Chapter  3. 

ChaV*    3     RESOLVE  GRANTING  TO  REBECCA  MUXRO,  SIX  POUNDS  THREE 
^'  SHILLINGS  AND  FOUR  PENCE,  FOR  THE  LOSS  OF  A  HORSE. 

On  the  petition  o/ Rebecca  Munro,  prat/ing  for  allotc- 
ance  for  the  sum  of  Six  pounds,  three  shillings  and  four 
pence,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  said  petition  : 

Jiefiolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  aforesaid  sum  of  Six  pounds,  three  shil- 
lings and  four  pence,  to  the  said  liebecca  Munro,  in  full 
discharge  of  her  account.  October  15,  1784. 


Chapter  4. 

ChaV    4     RESOLVE  ON    the    petition    of    MARTHA   LEE,  AND    OTHERS, 
^  '  EMPOWERING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE,  FOR  JSS.SJBX  COUNTY, 

TO  CAUSE  A  RE-EXAMINATION  OF  THE  CLAIMS  ON    THE   ES- 
TATE OF  JEREMIAH  LEE,  ESQ;  OF  MARBLEHEAD,  DECEASED. 

On  the  petition  of  Martha  Lee,  and  others,  praying  that 
the  Judge  of  Probate,  in  andfor'the  comity  q/* Essex,  ^nay 
be  authorized  to  direct  the  Commissioners  on  the  estate  of 
Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq;  late  of  Marblehead,  in  the  said 
county  of  Ese^cx,  deceased,  to  sit  again  and  examine  suc/i 
further  claims  as  may  be  exhibited  against  the  said  estate  : 

liesolced.  That  the  Judge  of  Probate,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Essex,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered, to  cause  the  Commissioners  on  the  estate  of  the  said 
Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq  ;  deceased,  again  to  sit,  examine  and 
allow  such  further  just  claims  against  the  said  estate  as  may 
be  exhibited  ;  the  commission  of  the  said  Commissioners 
havinof  expired,  and  returns  having  been  made  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate,  notwithstanding.      October- 15,  1784. 
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Chapter  5. 

RESOLVE  ADJOURNING  THE    SUPREME    JUDICIAL    COURT,    FOR   CkaT).  5 
THE  COUNTY  OP  ESSEX,  ^* 

Wliereas  it  appears  that  the  causes^  civil  and  criminal^ 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  in  (he  county  of 
Middlesex,  are  numerous  and  of  such  importance^  that  the 
time  limited  by  law  (by  reason  of  the  sitting  of  the  same 
Court  at  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in  the  succeeding 
week)  icill  be  insufficient  for  hearing  and  determining  the 
same:  It  is  therefore  hereby 

Resolved^  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  by  law  to 
be  held  at  Salem ^  in  the  county  of  JSssex,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  November  next ;  and  all  matters  and  things, 
civil  or  criminal,  now  pending,  or  that  may  be  pending 
therein,  be,  and  hereby  are,  adjourned  unto  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  same  month  of  November ^  then  to  be  held 
at  Salem,  within  and  for  the  said  county  of  Essex^  of  which 
jurors,  parties,  witnesses,  and  all  others  interested  or 
concerned,  are  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly.  October  18,  1784. 

Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  THE  HON.  GEORGE  PARTRIDGE,  ESQ;  TWO    CA(»,    (J 
HUNDRED  AND  THIRTEEN   POUNDS    EIGHT    SHILLINGS    AND  ^  ' 

TWO  PENCE,  IN  FULL  OF  HIS  ACCOUNT  OF  SERVICE  AND 
EXPENCE  AS  A  DELEGATE  AT  CONGRESS,  TO  THE  29TH  OF 
JLXE,  1784. 

27ie  committee  to  zohom  icas  committed  the  accounts  of 
the  Hon.  George  Partridge,  Esq;  for  his  expenditures 
and  attendance  as  a  Delegate  for  this  Commonwealth  at 
Congress,  have  attended  that  service,  and  find  the  several 
articles  therein  charged  proper! y  vouched^  the  account  right 
cast^  and  the  balance  in  his  favor  to  be  Two  hundred  and 
thirteen  pounds^  eight  shillings  and  twO'j)ence:  Therefore, 

liesolvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  George  Partridge^  Esq  ;  the 
sum  of  Two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds,  eight  shillings 
and  two  pence,  in  full  discharge  of  his  expenditures  and 
attendance  as  a  Delegate  for  this  Commonwealth  at  Con- 
gress, from  the  first  day  oi Novembei^  1783,  lo  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  June^  following,  both  days  inclusive,  (and 
after  deducting  Lord's  days)  making  two  hundred  and 
eight  days.  October  20^  1784. 
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Chapter  7. 

Chaj).  7      RESOLVE  GRANTING  TEN   POUNDS  TO  JOHN   TUDOR,    ESQ;    IS 
FULL  OF  HIS  ACCOUNT  OF  WHARFAGE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  3  ohn  Tudor,  Esq: 
Resolvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
the  sum  of  Ten  pounds,  to  John  Tudor ^  Esq  ;  in  full  of  his 
^  account,  for  wharfage  and  dockage  of  the  ship  John^  men- 

tioned in  his  petition.  October  20^  17S4. 


Chapter  8. 

Chap.  8      RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOFTN  NOTES,  ESQ;   IN  BEHALF 

OF  EAST  SUDBURY,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT 

SAID  TOWN,  THIRTEEN  POUNDS  SEVENTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND 

ONE  PENNY,  A  FINE  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE, 

[.  IN  1783. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Noyes,  JEsq;  in  behalf  of  (he 
toivn  of  East  Sudbury,  praying  that  a  fine  laid  on  said 
town  in  the  year  llSS^for  not  sending  a  representative  in 
the  year  1782,  be  abated:   Therefore^ 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Copimonwealth  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
East  Sudburij y  the  sum  of  Thirteen  pounds,  seventeen  shil- 
lings and  one  penny,  on  the  last  State  tax,  granted  in  the 
year  1783,  that  sura  being  the  amount  of  one  half  of  the 
fine  laid  upon  the  said  town  of  East  Sudbury. 

October  21,  1784. 


Chapter  9. 

ChaV*    9      GRANT  OF  FOUR  THOUSAND   POUNDS    TO   THE   COMMITTEE    ON 
^'  ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasurj'  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  Committee  on  accounts.  Four  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  such  accounts  as  have 
been  or  may  be  by  them  examined  and  allowed,  the  said 
Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
same.  October  21,  1784. 
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Chapter  10. 

REPORT    ON     THE     GOVERNOR'S     MESSAGE     RESPECTING    EN-   Chap*    10 
CROACHMENTS.    AND     REQUESTING    HIM     TO     PURSUE    THE  ^ 

MEASURES  RECOMMENDED  BY  CONGRESS  THE  29th /^.VCMiir 
LAST. 

The  Committee  of  both  houses,  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  his  Excellency's  message  of  the  20th 
instant,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  have 
attended  the  service  and  report,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  encroachments  made  by  British  subjects  on 
the  territories  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts^ 
be  accepted,  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested  immediately  to  pursue  the  measures  recom- 
mended by  Congress,  the  29th  of  January  last,  respecting 
the  same  ;  all  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

William  Heatii,  per  order. 

In  Senate,  read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 
Ordered^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
accordingly. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  read  and  concurred. 

October  21,  1784. 

Chapter  11.: 

RESOLVE    GRANTING    DAVID    ALLBX    ONE    POUND    NINETEEN    nfiar)    H 
SHILLINGS  AND  NINE  PENCE  HALF-PENNY.  vy/tu//.  x± 

On  the  petition  of  David  Allen,  jyraying  for  a  compen- 
sation for  his  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  defence  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  1781  : 

Hf solved.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  the  said  David  Allen,  the  sum  of  one  pound,  nineteen 
shillings  and  nine-pence  two-failhings,  in  full  for  his 
service  as  a  soldier,  in  Capt.  Abraham  Washburn's  com- 
pany, and  Colonel  Theoj)hilus  Cotton's  regiment,  that 
marched  for  the  defence  of  lihode  If*laud,  in  March, 
A.  D.  1781;  it  appearing  to  this  Court  that  the  said 
David  Allen  was  omitted  in  the  said  Capt.  Abraham 
Washburn's  State  pay  roll  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

October  22,  1784. 


J 
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Chapter  12. 

ChaV*    12  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  HUSTON,  DIRECTING 
-^'  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  SUPPLY  CERTAIN   ARTICLES 

ANNUALLY  FOR  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  ON  THATCHEWS  ISLAND, 
AND  GRANTING  FIFTY  POUNDS  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE;  ALSO  A 
GRANT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  POUNDS  TO  SAID 
HUSTON,  FOR  HIS  SERVICES,  AND  ESTABLISHING  HIS  PAY 
AND  ASSISTANTS. 

On  the  petition  and  memorial  of  Samuel  Huston, 
keeper  of  the  light  hoiuses  on  Thatcher's  Island : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  supply  the 
said  Samuel  Huston  with  the  following  articles,  for  the 
necessary  repairs  and  use  of  the  said  light  houses,  viz. : 
One  hundred  squares  of  glass,  one  hundred  pounds  weight 
of  putty,  two  tin  flasks,  two  iron  kettles,  sixty  bushels  of 
charcoal,  twelve  cords  of  wood,  one  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  candles,  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  cotton. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  from  the  second  of  this 
instant,  October,  the  supplies  for  the  said  light  houses 
annually  be  as  follows,  viz. :  Charcoal,  sixty  bushels,  wood, 
twenty-five  cords,  cotton,  fifty  pounds,  and  oil  in  such 
quantities  as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  found  necessary. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  the  keeper  of  the  said  light  houses  for  the  time  being, 
for  himself  and  two  assistants.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  per  annum  ;  and  also  that  he  have  and  be  allowed 
the  profits  arising  from  the  improvement  of  the  island  on 
which  the  light  houses  stand. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Samuel  Huston,  in 
full  for  his  services  as  keeper  of  the  said  light  houses, 
and  that  of  his  assistants,  to  the  second  day  of  October 
current.  One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Richard  Devens^  Esq  ; 
Commissary  General,  to  enable  him  to  furnish  the  several 
articles  enumerated  in  the  first  of  these  resolves,  Fifty-six 
pounds,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  annually,  to  supply  the  several  articles 
in  the  second  resolve  mentioned.  October  22^  1784, 
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Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  Chap.    13 
CARLISLE,    TO    ASSESS    UPON   THE    INHABITANTS    OF   THAT 
PART    OF    THE    SAID    DISTRICT  TAKEN  FROM  THE  TOWN  OF 
ACTOy,  THEIR  JUST  PROPORTION  OF  ALL  DEBTS  DUE,  &o. 

JVIiereas  in  and  by  the  act/or  incorporating  the  District 
o/*  Carlisle,  provision  was  made  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  District  should  pay  their  full  proportionable  part  of 
all  public  debts  which  xvere  then  due  from  the  respective 
towns  from  which  the  said  District  was  taken ;  and  whereas 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  DUtrict^  except  those  taken 
from  the  town  of  Acton,  have  paid  their  proportion  of  the 
debts  then  due  from  the  tmcns  from  which  they  were  respect- 
ively taken;  and  it  being  unjust  that  the  whole  District 
shmtld  be  assessed  for  any  part  of  the  debts  due  from  the 
town  o/*  Acton,  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  said 
District;  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  assessors  of  the  district  of  Carlisle 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and  directed  to 
assess  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said  Dis- 
trict which  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Acton^  their  just 
proportion  of  all  the  debts  that  were  due  from  the  said 
town  of  Acton y  at  the  time  the  District  of  Carlisle  was 
incorporated,  with  the  interest  that  shall  be  due  when  the 
assessment  was  made,  according  to  the  polls  and  estates 
for  which  they  were  respectively  taxable  at  that  time. 

Provided,  That  where  any  person  that  was  an  inhabitant 
of  that  part  of  Carlisle  set  off  from  the  town  of  Acton,  at 
that  time,  has  removed  out  of  that  part  of  said  District, 
and  any  other  person  now  occupies  the  farm  or  tenement 
from  which  such  person  removed  ;  in  such  case  the  person 
now  occupyinor  such  farm  or  tenement  shall  be  assessed 
for  his  real  estate,  and  that  only,  and  the  said  assessors  of 
the  said  District,  are  hereby  directed  to  annex  a  warrant 
to  said  assessment  in  due  form  of  law,  for  the  collection 
of  the  same.  October  22,  1784. 


Chapter  14. 

ORDER   INSTRUCTING   THE    DELEGATES    IN    CONGRESS    FROM 
THIS  STATE,  RESPECTING  GOLD  AND  SILVER  COIN. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  in  Congress  for  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  move,  as 


Chap.  14 
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soon  as  may  be,  to  Congress,  to  take  under  consideration 
the  state  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin,  the  rate  at  which 
they  ought  to  pass  throughout  the  United  States  ;  and  to 
recommend  to  the  several  States  in  the  Union  to  settle 
conformable  thereto,  the  rates  at  which  the  same  shall 
pass  in  their  respective  States.  October  23,  17 84, 


Chap. 


Chapter  15. 

15  RESOLVE    ON   THE  PETITION  OF  MOSES  LITTLE,  ESQ;  EMPOW- 
.     ERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO 
EXAMINE  A  JUDGMENT    ENTERED    AT  THE    COURT  OF  COM- 
MON   PLEAS.  AT    IPSWICH;    AND  TO  GIVE  JUDGMENT,  NOTI- 
FYING LAIVREXCE  FURLONG. 

On  the  petition  of  Moses  Little,  Usq; 
Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  be  and  thej^  hereby  are,  empowered  at  their  next 
term,  holden  in  the  county  of  Essex,  to  examine  a  Judg- 
ment entered  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  Ipswic/i^ 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  last  past,  wherein  the  said 
Moses  was  plaintiff,  and  Lawrence  Furlong,  of  Neirbury 
'  Port,  defendant ;  from  which  judgment  the  said  Lawrence 
appealed  to  the  then  next  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  holden 
at  the  said  Ipsivich,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  last 
past,  when  the  same  judgment  was  affirmed ;  and  to 
rectify  any  error  or  mistake  which  may  appear  to  have 
been  made  in  rendering  either  of  the  said  judgments,  and 
to  give  judgment  for  what  shall  appear  to  be  justly  due, 
he,  the  said  Moses,  giving  the  said  Lawrence  or  his  attor- 
ney notice  of  this  resolve  ;  and  the  said  Justices  admitting 
the  said  Lawrence  to  have  day  in  Court,  and  to  defend 
the  said  suit  in  the  same  manner  he  might  have  done  if  he 
had  entered  his  said  appeal  at  the  said  Supreme  Court. 

October  23,  1784, 


Chapter  16. 

ChaT^    Ifi  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  HOOPER,  ESQ;  DIRECT- 
l>/m/;.   ±U        jj^^  ^,^g   AGENTS  ON  ABSENTEES  ESTATES,  IX  THE  COUNTY 
,     OF   ESSEX,  TO    POSTPONE   THE    SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE 
OF  JOSEPH  HOOPER,  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

Resolved,  That  the  agents  appointed  to  make  sale  of  the 
estates  of  absentees,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  directed  to  postpone  the  sale  of  the  real  estate 
oi  Joseph  Hooper,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

October  23,  1784, 
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Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  ON    THE    PETITION  fOF   LEVI  ii^irsoy,  PERMITTING   CkaV.  17 
HIM    TO     RE-ENTER    HIS    ACTION,    AND    STAYING    EXECU-  -^ 

TION,   &c. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  Jabez  Metcalf 
recovered  judgment  against  Levi  Rawson,  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  April  last ,  for  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  pounds,  vjith  cost,  the  said  Levi  not  having 
had  notice  of  the  suit  in  due  form  of  law:    Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  which  has  issued  on  the 
said  judgment,  be  stayed,  and  that  the  said  liawson  have 
leave  to  re-enter  the  aforesaid  action  at  the  next  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  to  be  held  at  Boston,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  next, 
when  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  on  the  said  action, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  regularly  continued  to  the 
said  terra,  without  any  default  of  the  defendant  being 
entered  on  record  or  judgment  given  thereon.  Provided, 
The  said  liawson  give  notice  to  the  said  Metcalf,  fourteen 
days  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court,  by  serving  him 
with  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve.     October  25,  1784. 


Chapter  18. 

RESOLVE    ON     THE    PETITION     OF    ABRAHAM    WATSON,    ESQ;  QJinvi     IR 
EMPOWERING  THE    JUSTICES    OF    THE    SUPREME    JUDICIAL  -^' 

COURT  TO  EXAMINE  A  CERTAIN  ERROR  OF  JUDGMENT, 
MADE  BY  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  PLEAS,  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF 
MIDDLESEX, 

On  the  petition  of  Ahruham  Watson,  J^sr/;  jyrayittg  that 
an  error  in  a  judgment  in  his  favour,  against  John  Geary, 
may  he  rectified: 

Itesolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  at  a  Court  to  be  by  them  holden  at  Cambridge, 
within  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  October  instant,  be,  and  herel)y  are,  authorized 
and  empowered  on  complaint  to  them  made  by  the  said 
Watson,  to  examine  into  and  correct  any  error  or  mis- 
prison that  has  arisen  or  been  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  said  county,  in  certify- 
ing the  copies  of  the  record  of  a  judgment  of  the  Common 
PJeas  of  the  said  county,  holden  at  Concord,  on  the  second 
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Tuesday  of  March  last  past,  wherein  the  said  Abraham 
Watson^  as  administrator,  was  plaintiff,  against  the  said 
John  Geary ^  of  Stoneham^  in  the  same  county,  on  a  note 
of  hand,  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of  February,  1771^ 
and  to  render  judgment  for  any  further  sum  that  may 
appear  to  be  justly  due  to  the  said  Watson^  in  his  said 
capacity,  from  the  said  Geary ^  and  to  issue  execution 
thereon  accordingly.  Provided,  It  shall  appear  to  the 
said  Justices  that  the  said  Geary  shall  have  had  reasona- 
ble notice  of  this  resolve.  October  23,  17S4. 

Chapter  19. 

Chav    19  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  supply  clap,  agent  for 

^*  MERCHANTS    AT  PORTSMOUTH,  REFERRING  SAID  CAUSE  TO 

the  next  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

liesohed.  That  the  impost  officers  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk^  and  for  the  county  of  Jissex,  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  respectively  directed  not  to  prosecute  the  i)onds 
given  by  John  Lanr/doji,  Esq ;  and  others,  for  duties  on 
goods  imported  by  them,  as  mentioned  in  the  petition  of 
Siijyjihj  Clap,  their  agent,  until  the  third  Wednesday  of 
the  nBxt  sitting  of  the  Gen«  nil  Court.  Ordered,  That 
the  further  consideration  of  said  Clap's  petition,  and 
of  the  petition  of  John  Lanrjdon,  Esq  ;  therein  referred 
to,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  be 
referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

October  23,  17S4. 


Chapter  20. 

Chap.  20  RESOLVE    DISCHARGING    THE    TOWN    OF    HOLLISTOX  OF  ONE- 
^  THIRD  PART  OF  THEIR  FINES,  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRE- 

SENTATIVE IN  THE  YEARS  1781  AND  1782. 

On  the  j)et{tion  of  the  Selectmen  of  (he  toicn  q/*Holliston, 
praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  fine  laid  on  the  said  t*ucn 
of  Holliston,/o7'  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  Gen^ 
eral  Court  of  this  Commonirealth,  in  the  years  1781  and 
1782,  ybr  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

liesolved.  That  the  town  of  Ilollisfon  be  discharged  of 
one  third  part  of  the  said  fines,  viz. :  Fifteen  pounds,  nine 
shillings  and  five  pence ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be  directed  to  discharge  the  town  of  JIol- 
listony  in  the  last  tax  act,  the  said  sum  accordingly. 

October  26,  1764. 
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Chapter  21. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  COL.  JOHS  ALLAN  THREE  HUNDRED  AND    ChuV.  21 
FORTY-FOUR    POUNDS,    FIFTEEN     SHILLINGS     AND     EIGHT-  '^ 

PENCE,  BEING  A  BALANCE  DUE  TO  HIM  AS  SUPERINTEN- 
DANT  OP  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

liesolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  John  AUan^  Esq  ;  late  Superin- 
tendaDt  of  ihe  IndianSs  in  the  Eastern  Department,  the 
sum  of  Three  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds,  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence,  being  the  balance  due  to  him  on 
his  accounts  settled,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  United 
States.  October  26, 1784. 

Chapter  22. 

RESOLVE    ON     THE    PETITION    OF    PAUL   DUDLEY    SARGENT,   QfiaV    22 
EMPOWERING    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE    SUBJECT  OF  THE  -^* 

UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  LINCOLN,  TO 
SURVEY  THE  ISLANDS  MENTIONED,  AND  TO  CONVEY  THE 
SAME  BY  DEED  TO  THE  SAID  SARGENT, 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Dudley  SeiYgent,  prai/ing  that 
a  small  cluster  of  islands  lying  in  Miss  Peckey  Keach,  so 
allied,  may  be  su)%'eyed,  ajjpraised  and  granted  to  hirn  and 
his  associates  : 

liesolved.  That  the  Committee  appointed  the  28th  of 
October,  1783,  on  the  subject  of  the  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  be  appointed  and  empowered 
to  contract  with  and  employ  a  trusty  and  accurate  sur- 
veyor, with  proper  assistance,  being  first  sworn  to  survey 
the  said  islands  (being  three  or  four  in  number,  the  larg- 
est of  which  hath  been  commonly  called  liogue^s  Island) 
and  to  return  an  accurate  plan  thereof,  with  a  fair  descrip- 
tion of  the  quantity,  quality  and  situation  of  the  lands  of 
the  said  islands,  and  to  convey  the  same  by  deed  to  the 
said  Sargent,  and  such  other  persons  as  may  agree 
together  to  become  purchasers  thereof,  upon  such  terms 
as  the  said  committee  shall  think  for  the  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth.  October  26, 1784. 

Chapter  23. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION    OF   JAMES    SWAN,   AUTHORIZING   nhan    2S 
THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE    SUBJECT    OF    UNAPPROPRIATED    ^'*"/''  ^^ 
LANDS,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  TO    HAVE    SURVEYED 
A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND.    AND    TO    SELL   THE    SAME    TO 
SAID  SWAN.      AND  IN  CASE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  a  resolve 
of  October  28,  1783,  on  the  subject  of  the  unappropriated 
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lands,  in  the  county  ofLmcoln^  or  a  major  part  of  them,  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  contract 
with  and  employ  an  accurate  and  trusty  surveyor,  to  sur- 
vey Burnt  Coat  Island j  (so  called)  in  the  county  o( Lin- 
coln, with  directions  to  return  to  them  the  quantity  and 
quality  thereof,  and  upon  receiving  such  return  to  sell 
the  same  to  James  Swan,  Esq ;  who  hath  applied  to  pur- 
chase it  for  such  price  as  they  shall  judge  the  said  island 
to  be  worth ;  and  in  case  they  cannot  agree  on  terms,  the 
said  Committee,  or  a  mnjor  part  of  them,  are  directed  to 
dispose  of  the  same  at  public  sale,  or  in  such  other  way 
as  they  shall  think  will  best  serve  the  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth.  October  26, 1784. 


Chapter  24. 

Chan  24  resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  continue  consol- 

-^*  IDATING  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  TO  MARCn  NEXT. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  directed  to  continue  the  business  of  con- 
solidating Government  Securities,  until  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided. October  27,  1784. 

Chapter  25. 

Chan  25  resolve  directing  the  attorney  general  to  defend 

^    ^F"      ^         SUITS,  &c.  IN  certain   CASES,   RELATIVE  TO   CONFISCATED 
ESTATES. 

Resolve  empowering  and  directing  the  Attorney  General, 
on  behalf  of  the  Comrnonicealth,  to  prosecute  and  defend 
suits,  brought  or  to  be  brought,  touching  confiscated  estates. 

Wliereas  actions  lately  have  been,  and  may  hereafter  be 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  confiscated  estates  or  property, 
wherein  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  Commonwealth  to 
appear  and  defend  the  titles  of  their  grantees  to  such 
estates  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  this  Common- 
wealth be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  in 
all  cases  where  any  action  is  depending,  or  may  hereafter 
be  brought  in  any  court  of  law  in  the  said  Commonwealth, 
for  the  recovery  of  any  confiscated  estate  or  property, 
wherein  the  title  of  any  owner  or  possessor  thereof,  claim- 
ing under  the  sale  and  warninty  of  the  Commonwealth, 
shall  come  in  question,  or  for  the  reversal  of  any  judg- 
ment of  confiscation,  to   appear  on   behalf  of  the  said 
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Commonwealth  as  attorney  thereof,  whenever  it  may  be 
expedient  for  the  same  Commonwealth  to  appear,  prose- 
cute or  defend  as  vouchers  or  otherwise ;  with  full  power 
in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  plead  and  pursue 
to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and  to  bring  forward  and 
prosecute  to  final  judgment,  any  action  or  judicial  process 
that  shall  be  necessary  to  determine  in  whom  the  right 
and  title  to  any  such  estate  or  property  are,  with  power 
to  substitute  one  or  more  attorneys  under  him  for  any  of 
the  purposes  aforesaid.  October  28, 1784. 


Chapter  26. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  RICHARD  DBVENS,  AND  OTHERS,   Chun.  26 
EMPOWERING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  ^ 

WORCESTER,  TO  PROLONG  THE  TIME  FOR  RECEIVING  THE 
CLAIMS  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  WILLIAM  HARRIS. 

On  the  petition  of  Richard  Devens,  William  Conant, 
John  Austin,  and  Thomas  Fessenden,  representing  that 
they  were  not  knowing  to  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
on  the  claims  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate  o/"  William  Har- 
ris, late  of  Sterling,  in  the  cxyunty  of  Worcester,  deceased^ 
and  praying  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  said  county, 
may  be  empowered  to  grant  a  further  time  for  the  said 
purpose  : 

Resolved^  That  the  said  petition  be  so  far  granted,  as 
that  the  Judge  of  Probate  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  lengthen  out  the  time  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  sit,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  claims  of 
the  several  creditors  to  the  estate  of  the  said  William 
Harris.  October  29, 1784. 


Chapter  27. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  ROWE,  ESQ;  EMPOWERING   Chan    27 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  ^  ' 

TO  AUTHORIZE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  RE-EXAMINE  THE  CLAIMS 
OF  SAID  ROWE,  AGAINST  THE  ESTATE  OF  DAVID  PHIPPS, 
ESQ;  AND  TO  CERTIFY  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Rowe,  I^sq;  representing  that 
he  fias  ajiist  claim  against  the  &^tate  o/*  David  Phipps, 
Esq;  late  of  Cambridge,  an  absentee ^  and  that  he  had  no 
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notice  of  the  reapjiointment  of  Commissioners  on  the  claims 
against  the  said  estate  : 

liesolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  authorize  Comraissionera  to  re-examine  the  claims  of 
the  said  Johii  liotve.  Esq ;  against  the  said  estate,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  timely  presented 
for  re-examination ;  and  if  the  said  claim  shall  be  found 
just  and  reasonable,  the  said  Judge  of  Pro])ate  is  hereby 
directed  to  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  a  warrant  for  the 
same  on  the  treasury,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
said  Phijyps's  estate.  October  29y  1784. 


Cliapter  28. 

ChaV    28  RESOLVE  on  the   petition  of  DAVID  TILDEN,  EMPOWERING 
^  *  HIM  TO  ENTER  A  COMPLAINT  FOR  THE  AFFIRMATION  OF  A 

JUDGMENT  RECOVERED   AGAINST   STEPHES    MAYSARD,    AT 
THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT. 

On  the  j^efition  of  David  Tildcn,  adnrinisfrator  of  the 
estate  of  Ruth  VnYVoi^  pr((i/!7nj  leave  to  enter  his  couiplaint 
at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  now  halde.n  at  Cambridge, 
within  and  for  thecAjunty  r>/' Middlesex,  for  the  affirmation 
ofajudfjment  recovered  by  the  said  David,  ar/ainsf  Stephen 
Maynard,  of  Westboro*,  (jentlonan  ^  at  the  C<tnH  <f  Common 
Pleas ^  held  at  Worcester,  on  the  second  Tuesday  (fffuue 
last,  on  the  default  of  the  said  Maynard,  vjhich  complaint 
was  omitted  to  he  entered  at  the  Suprone  Judicial  Court, 
held  at  Worcester,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, on  the  third  Tuesday  <f  Septemi)cr  last: 

Itesolved,  That  the  said  David  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
empowered  to  enter  a  complaint  for  the  affirmation  of  the 
said  judgment  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  now  holden 
at  Camhridfje,  within  and  for  the  county  of  'Middlesex. 
Provided,  That  the  said  David  give  the  said  Maynard 
notice  thereof,  and  that  the  defendant  be  not  subjected  to 
any  greater  costs  than  if  the  said  judgment  had  been 
affirmed  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  for  the  county 
of  Worcester,  and  the  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
same  complaint,  as  if  the  same  had  been  entered  at  the 
terra  to  which  the  appeal  was  made.      October  30^  1784. 
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Chapter  29. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DANIEL  WITT,  OF  PAXTOy,  RE-   CJiaD    29 
MITTING  SIX  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  AND  EXECUTION  TO  BE  DONE  ^'    , 

ON  THE  RESIDUE  OF  THE   JUDGMENT  MENTIONED,  FOR  ONE 
HUNDRED  POUNDS,  THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  TWO  PENCE. 

On  the  petition  q/' Daniel  Witt,  q/*Paxton,  shewing  that 
he  was  prevailed  on  by  Samuel  Stearns,  to  be  bail  for  the 
said  Samuel,  hia  appearance  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  holden  at  Worcester,  when  the  said  Svunnel  failed 
to  appear^  and  thereby  the  Commonwealth  hath  obtained 
judgment  against  the  said  Daniel ybr  a  sum^  the  payment 
whereof  icould  utterly  ruin  him;  and  that  he  has  caused 
the  said  Samuel  to  be  apprehended  and  confined  in  the 
common  goal  in  Worcester,  and  it  appearing  from  the 
record  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  that  the  con-- 
tents  of  the  said  judgment  amounts  to  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-f our  pounds^  eight  shillings  debt^  and  six 
pounds,  five  fihillings  and  tiv^opejice  costs: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  of  the 
debt  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  is,  remitted  and  the  said 
Daniel  thereof  discharged,  and  that  execution  be  done 
only  for  the  residue  of  the  same  judgment,  viz. :  For  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  two 
pence.  October  30,  1784, 

Chapter  30. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  PENSION  TO  JUDE  FOSTER.  ChuV     30 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Jude  Foster,  a  corporal,  in 
Colonel  Asa  Whitcomb's  regirnent,  wounded  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the   United  States: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jude  Fosfei'  be  entitled  to  half 
pay,  from  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court  or  Congress.  October  30,  1784. 


Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION  OF   SOLOMOS  FREEMAN,  ESQ;  IN  Chai)    31 

BEHALF  OF    SAMUEL   COOK,    ONE    OF    THE    COLLECTORS   OF  i^«  ^^ 

EASTffAM,    DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER  TO   RECEIVE  THE  « 
SUxM  3IENTI0NED  IN  CONTINENTAL  BILLS. 

On  the  petition  of  Solomon  Freeman,  I^sq;  in  behalf 
of  Samuel  Cook,  one  of  the  Collectors  in  the  town  q/'East- 
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ham  f  for  the  year  1780,  setting  forth  the  loss  said  Collector 
is  likely  to  sustain ^  by  means  of  the  late  Treasurei*  Gard- 
,  ner's  mistake  in  refusing  to  receive  of  the  said  Cook,  a 

sum  of  old  Continental  money^  when  offered  for  taxes, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  July  6, 
1781,  and  praying  relief: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  of  the  abovesaid 
Collector,  in  Continental  bills,  the  sum  of  Twenty-eight 
hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  give  the 
said  Collector  a  discharge  for  the  said  sum ;  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  i,  1784. 


Chapter  32. 

Chav  32  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  solomon  thayer,  granting 

-^*  NINE  POUNDS,  FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  EIGHT  PENCE;  AND 

TO  SOLOMON  BLANCHARD,  EIGHT  POUNDS,  EIGHTEEN  SHIL- 
LINGS AND  EIGHT  PENCE,  FOR  SERVICE  AT  RHODE  ISLAND. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Solomon  Thayer,  corporal,  and  Solo- 
mon Blanchard,  a  private,  r^resenting  that  they  had 
served  for  the  space  of  five  months,  in  a  detachment  for 
the  defence  of  Khode  Island,  in  Capt.  De  Gui.scard's  com- 
pany, in  1781 ;  that  they  had  not  been  made  tip  in  the 
said  Captain^s  pay  roll,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
paid  for  their  service: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  unto  Solomon  TJiayer,  the  sum  of  Nine 
pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  ;  and  to  Solomon 
Blanchard,  Eight  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  in  full  for  their  services.         November  I,  1784. 


Chapter  33. 

Chan   33  g^^nt  of  six  pounds  to  benjamin  stebbins,  for  taking 

^  *  UP  A  deserter. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Stebbins  : 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  Benjamin  Stebbins  the  sum  of  Six  pounds,  for  taking 
up  Stephen  Ward,  a  deserter  from  the  Continental  army. 

November  1, 1784, 
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Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION  OF  BILDAD  FOWLER,  EMPOWER-   Q/fan    34 
INO  THE   JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT.  AT  ^  " 

THE  NEXT  SPRINGFIELD  COURT,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BAMP- 
SHIRE,  TO  RE-ENTER  THE  ACTION  MENTIONED. 

Resolved  J  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered, 
at  their  next  term,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire^  to  permit 
Bildad  Fowler  to  re-enter  an  action  of  review,  entered 
by  the  said  Bildad^  before  the  Superior  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September^  1773,  against 
Mattheic  Noble^  executor  of  Matthew  Noble^  late  of  West- 
fieldy  deceased  ;  and  to  receive  the  report  of  the  referees 
that  were  appointed  by  the  said  Court  thereon,  and  to 
give  the  parties  a  day  in  Court,  in  the  same  manner  they 
would  have  had  if  no  discontinuance  therein  had  taken 
place,  and  to  enter  up  judgment  and  issue  execution 
accordingly  ;  he  the  said  Bildad  giving  notice  to  the  said 
Matthew  hereof,  fourteen  days  before  the  next  silting 
of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  by  serving  him  with 
an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve.  November  2,  1784. 


Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION  OF  JOSIAH  JORDAN,    GRANTING   nhar)    S5 
HIM     TWENTY-EIGHT     POUNDS,    FOURTEEN    SHILLINGS,    IN  -^*  ' 

NOTES,  WITH  DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  TREASURER  TO  POST 
UP  IN  HIS  OFFICE  THE  CHECK  AND  NUMBER  OF  THE  NOTES 
OBTAINED  BY  THE  FORGED  ORDER. 

On  the  petition  q/  Josiah  Jordan,  a  soldier  in  Col. 
Crane's  regiment^  setting  forth ^  that  he  dre^v  an  order  on 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth^  for  what  was  due  to 
him  from  the  \ith  of  March,  1777,  to  the  lUh  of  March, 
1780,  in  favour  of  sergeant  Howes,  ivhich  was  presented 
for  payment,  but  by  a  certificate  from  John  Furnass,  Esq; 
it  appears  that  the  wage^  due  as  aforesaid^  to  the  amount 
of  Twenty-eight pounds,  fourteen  shillings,  was  paid  to  one 
Uriah  Remington,  on  an  order  forged  by  the  name  of  the 
aforesaid  Josiah  Jordan  ;  the  fact  appearing  to  this  Cornet 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  Josiah  Jordan,  the  sum  of  Twenty-eight 
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pounds,  fourteen  shillings,  in  notes,  payable  at  the  same 
period  as  other  soldiers  are. 

Ordered^  That  the  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  post  up  in  his  office,  the  check  and  number 
of  the  aforesaid  notes  obtained  by  the  forged  order ;  and 
when  offered  for  payment,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  retain 
the  same  in  his  hands,  so  as  the  offender  may  be  brought 
to  justice.  November  1 ,  1 784. 

Chapter  36. 

Chap.  36  RESOLVE  abating  all  the  taxes  assessed  on  the  town 

^  OF    SHERBURNE,    {NANTUCKET)    PREVIOUS    TO    JUNE,    1784, 

EXCEPT  ONE  THOUSAND  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY 
POUNDS  LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN  IN  MARCH,  1783;  FOR  WHICH 
THE  TREASURER  IS  DIRECTED  TO  ISSUE  HIS  WARRANT. 

Resolved^  That  all  the  public  taxes  which  have  been 
assessed  or  apportioned  upon  the  town  of  Sherburne^  on 
the  island  of  Nantucket^  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June 
last,  and  which  remain  unpaid,  be,  and  hereby  are,  abated, 
except  the  sum  of  Twelve  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of 
the  said  town's  proportion  of  the  tax  granted  in  March  ^ 
1783,  for  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth  :  and  the  Treas- 
urer is  hereby  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Asses- 
sors of  the  said  town  of  Sherburne  for  the  assessment  of 
the  said  sum  accordingly.  November  2,  1784. 

Chapter  37. 

Chap.  37  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  DANIEL  WRIOHT,  FOR  LOSS  OF 
^  '  A  SLOOP  ON  THE  EXPEDITION  TO  PENOBSCOT,  IN  1779. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Wright,  praying  that  he  may 
he  alloioed  and  paid  for  a  certain  sloop  which  was  his 
propei^ty^  and  was  taken  from  him  by  Capt.  Johnson,  of 
the  armed  brigantine  Pallas,  and  employed  on  the  expedi- 
tion at  Penobscot,  and  was  aftencards  destroyed  with  the 
rest  of  the  vessels  on  that  expedition: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  said  Daniel  Wright^  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  pounds,  (being  the  value  of  the  said  sloop 
at  the  time  of  her  being  destroyed)  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  other  persons,  whose  vessels  were  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  expedition  against  Penobscot^  are  paid, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the 
28th  of  January,  1782.  November  2, 1784. 
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Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN   (JhaV    38 
OF  COXUALL,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF   YORK,  EXCUSING  ALEX-  ^' 

ANDBR  GRANT,  CONSTABLE  FOR  1781,  FROM  COLLECTION  OF 
TAXES,  AND  EMPOWERING  SAID  TOWN  TO  CHOOSE  ANOTHER 
IN  UIS  STEAD. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Coxhiill, 
in  the  county  q/*  York,  in  behalf  of  the  said  toion: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so 
far  granted,  as  that  Alexander  Grants  Constable  of  the 
said  town  for  the  year  1781,  be,  and  hereby  is  excused 
from  the  collection  of  the  said  town's  proportion  of  the 
tax  granted  by  the  General  Court  in  October ^  1781  ;  and 
that  the  execution  issued  against  him  for  the  same,  l>e 
forthwith  returned  into  the  Treasurer's  office :  That  the 
said  town,  at  any  meeting  duly  warned  for  the  purpose, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  empowered  to  choose  a  Collector  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  their  proportion  of  the  said  tax. 
And  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being, 
are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  commit  the  list  or 
lists  of  the  said  tax,  as  assessed  by  the  Selectmen  of  the 
said  town  for  the  year  1781,  with  such  alterations  as  may 
be  necessary,  to  such  person  as  by  virtue  of  this  resolve 
may  be  duly  chosen  and  qualified  to  serve  as  a  Collector, 
and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  who  shall  thereupon  issue  his  warrant  in  duo 
form  for  the  collection  thereof  and  payment  into  the  treas- 
ury, within  six  months  from  this  time :  And  in  case  of 
failure  of  payment  within  the  time  limited,  the  said 
Treasurer  is  directed  to  issue  his  execution  as  in  other 
cases.  And  any  person  who  may  be  chosen,  by  virtue  of 
this  resolve,  to  serve  as  a  Collector,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  penalties  and  vested  with  the  same  powers 
which  other  Collectors  chosen  in  the  month  of  March  for 
the  collection  of  other  taxes,  are  subjected  to  and  vested 
with :  And  in  case  of  refusal,  the  said  town  shall  have  the 
same  power  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  some  other  per- 
son, to  serve  in  the  room  of  the  person  refusing,  as  in 
other  cases.  November  2, 1784. 
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Chapter  39. 

Chan.  39  order  to  the  secretary  to  publish  the  arret  of  the 

^  *  KING  OF  FRANCE. 

Ordei^edy  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  procure  a 
translation  of  the  Arret  of  the  King  of  France y  of  May  14, 
1784  ;  and  that  he  cause  both  the  original  and  translation 
to  be  published.  November  5, 1784. 

Chapter  40. 

Chav*  40  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  cape  Elizabeth, 
^  '  permitting  them  to  exhibit  duplicate  receipts  of 

beef  before  the  last  of  DECEMBER  NEXT,  TO  THE 
secretary,  for  EXAMINATION  BEFORE  THE  GOVERNOR 
AND  COUNCIL. 

On  the  petition  of  the  toivn  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  setting 
forth y  that  their  duplicate  receipts  of  beef  although  sea- 
sonably  returned  y  on  account  of  some  mistake  in  the  form 
of  those  receipts^  were  sent  back  for  amendment^  by  wJiich 
means  the  time  set  by  the  Legislature  for  sending  in  such 
receipts,  elapsed: 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Cape  Elizabeth  be  permitted 
to  exhibit  their  duplicate  receipts  of  beef  to  the  Secretary 
any  time  before  the  last  day  of  December  next,  that  the 
Governor  and  Council  may  examine  the  said  receipts  in 
the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  condition  as  if  they  had 
been  exhibited  before  the  first  day  of  July  last ;  any 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  5,  1784. 


Chapter  41. 

Chat)  41  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  Margaret  mascarene,  em- 

^  powering    her,  as    guardian    to    her    infant    SON,    TO 

SELL  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Margaret  Mascarene,  of  Boston, 
widow  of  John  Mascarene,  Esq;  and  guardian  to  her 
infant  son,  John  Mascarene,  praying,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  her  petition,  for  liberty  to  sell  and  convey  a  tract  of  Ten 
thousand  aa^es  of  land  situate  on  the  eastwardly  side  of 
Passamaquadi  Bay,  and  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
granted  by  Lord  William  Campbell,  late  Governor  of  that 
prcyvince,  to  John  Mascarene,  Esq;  aforesaid: 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  said 
Margaret  Mascarene  be  granted.  And  the  said  Margaret 
Mascarene^  in  her  said  capacity  of  guardian,  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  to  bargain  and  sell  the  said 
tract  of  land  ;  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  law- 
ful deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  may  appear  to  purchase  the  same,  she,  the  said  Marga- 
ret MascarenCy  previously  to  such  sale,  giving  bond  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county  of  Suffolk^  to  account  for 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  in  like  manner  as  guardians  are 
accountable  for  personal  estate.  November  »9, 1784. 


Chapter  42. 

ORDER  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  TAKE  ORDER  RESPECT-   QJiaj)    42 
\UQ  cannon,  &c.  at  GLOUCESTER,  -^* 

Whereas  it  appears  that  there  are  several  cannon  ivith 
their  apparatus^  and  sundry  military  stores  belonging  to 
this  Commonwealth^  now  in  the  town  q/"  Gloucester  : 

Ordered^  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
requested  to  give  such  orders  for  the  removal  or  security 
of  the  said  cannon,  apparatus  and  military  stores,  as  he 
may  judge  most  conducive  to  the  interest  and  safety  of 
this  ComnGion wealth.  November  4,  1784. 


Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE    APPROVING    LICENCES    GIVEN   TO    CERTAIN  ABSEN-   ChaD    43 
TEES,  TO    THE    THIRD    WEDNESDAY    OF  THE  NEXT  SESSION  ^* 

OP  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Whereas  the  Governor  ^with  the  advice  of  the  Council^  hath 
granted  licence  to  George  Spooner,  John  Amory,  Thomas 
Oxnard,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  Thomas  Brattle,  David 
Green  and  Isaac  Winslow,  to  reside  within  this  Com- 
monwealth : 

Resolved^  That  the  licences  aforesaid  be,  and  hereby 
are,  approved,  and  shall  be  further  continued  in  force  until 
the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court :  Provided^  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Coun- 
cil, shall  judge  the  continuance  of  the  persons  above- 
named  not  incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the  Common- 
wealth. November  4,  1 784. 
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Chapter  44. 

Cliav.  44  RESOLVE   ALLOWING    THE    ACCOUNTS    OF  THE  TREASURER  OF 
^*  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurer" s 
accounts  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  they  are  right 
cast  and  well  vouched^  that  all  the  monies  granted  and 
alloiced  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace^  for 
the  said  county y  from  September,  1783,  to  August  24, 
1784,  were  for  such  purposes  and  appropriations  as  by 
law  the  said  Court  were  empowered  to  grant:   Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  said  accounts  be  accepted  and 
allowed.  November  4,  1784. ' 


Chapter  46, 

Chat).   45  RESOLVE    pointing    out    a    mode    to    the    COMMITTEE    AP- 
-^'  pointed    the    28th    OF     OCTOBER,    1783,    FOR    DOING    THE 

BUSINESS  OF  THEIR  COMMISSION.  RELATIVE  TO  THE  UNAP- 
PROPRIATED LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LISCOLS,  AND 
APPOINTING  RUFUS  PUTNAM,  ESQ;  SURVEYOR  FOR  THE 
PURPOSES  MENTIONED. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  of  the  28th  of  October^ 
1783,  to  examine  into  the  illegal  entries  upon  the  unap- 
propriated lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln^  &c.  and  by 
that  and  subsequent  resolves,  directed  and  empowered  to 
examine  into  the  authenticity  of  the  titles  of  the  claimants 
to  the  said  lands,  and  the  circumstances  of  settlers  there- 
on ;  and  to  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  &c. 
being  particularly  directed  by  a  clause  in  a  resolve  of  the 
9th  of  July  last,  to  agree  on  a  regular  mode  of  doing  the 
business  of  their  commission  :  submit  the  following  mode 
or  plan  for  transacting  the  same  ; 

1.  That  the  business  of  ascertaining  the  authenticity 
of  the  titles  of  companies  and  individuals  to  any  of  the 
said  lands,  and  the  limits  and  extent  of  their  claims,  and 
of  examining  into  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  per- 
sona settled  upon  the  said  lands,  and  the  cases  of  those 
who  claim  under  conditional  gi'ants  made  by  government, 
of  reporting  a  state  of  facts  to  the  General  Court,  in  some 
cases,  and  of  settling  with  some  of  the  above  described 
persons  in  other  cases,  be  continued  without  delay,  in  the 
manner  already  prescribed  by  the  said  resolves,  and  pur- 
sued by  the  committee. 
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2.  That  a  trusty  and  accurate  surveyor  be  added  to 
the  said  Committee,  who  are  or  shall  be  appointed  to 
transact  the  above  business,  and  joined  in  the  commission 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  locating,  forming  plans,  and 
descriptions  of  the  said  lands,  and  fixing  the  rate  or  price 
at  which  they  may  be  disposed  of. 

3.  That  the  business  of  locating  the  said  lands,  and 
ascertaining  in  the  best  manner  possible,  the  quality  and 
situation  thereof,  be  continued  with  all  convenient  dis- 
patch, beginning  upon  the  sea  coasts,  navigable  rivers, 
and  the  boundaries  of  lands  already  located,  (having 
regard  to  the  lands  and  islands  the  most  saleable)  and 
proceeding  back  towards  the  interior  parts  of  the  said 
counties  in  a  regular  manner ;  and  that  the  said  townships 
and  islands,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  surveyed,  and  a  plan 
and  description  thereof  returned  by  the  said  surveyor,  or 
such  other  surveyors  as  the  Committee  may  employ,  be 
located  on  a  plan  to  be  formed  and  kept  by  the  said  Com- 
mittee, on  a  scale  of  not  more  than  three  miles  to  an  inch,, 
so  that  it  may  be  seen  what  landfe  in  the  said  county  are 
laid  out,  and  where  they  lay. 

4.  That  one  of  the  said  Committee  (other  than  the  said 
surveyor)  shall  keep  an  office  open  in  Boston^  in  or  near 
the  State  House,  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  and 
Thursdays  in  every  month,  to  receive  the  proposals  and 
subscriptions  of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  become 
purchasers  of  any  of  the  said  lands,  and  to  give  them  any 
information  that  may  expedite  the  sale  thereof;  where 
the  said  Committee  shall  collect  and  lodge  the  best  plans 
of  that  county  they  can  obtain,  and  wherein  they  shall 
regularly  keep  the  doings  of  government,  and  the  doings 
of  their  Committee,  respecting  the  said  lands ;  and  the 
said  Committee  shall  continue  to  give  public  notice  that 
the  said  lands  are  laying  out  and  ready  for  sale,  with  the 
terms  thereof,  &c.  as  already  directed  by  the  General 
Court. 

5.  That  the  said  Committee  proceed  in  the  disposal  of 
the  said  lands,  at  private  or  public  sale,  for  the  securities 
of  this  Commonwealth,  &c.  and  reserving  Eight  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  in  each  township,  &c.  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  prescribed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court, 
of  the  9th  of  July  last. 

6.  That  the  said  Committee,  or  two  or  more  of  them, 
shall  meet  in  the  said  office  to  make  any  determinations. 
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the  matters  contained  in  their  commission  may  require, 
the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month,  and  as  much  oftener 
as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  business  and  the 
interest  of  the  Commonwealth  may  make  it  necessary. 

7.  That  as  soon  as  the  General  Court,  on  their  part, 
shall  decide  or  determine  as  to  the  validity  or  extent  of 
any  private  claims  to  the  said  lands,  and  any  companies 
or  individuals  concerned,  between  whom  and  the  Com- 
monwealth the  matter  in  controversy  may  be,  shall  not 
acquiesce  therein,  and  in  convenient  time  signify  their 
consent  to  such  determination ;  some  suitable  person  or 
persons  be  empowered  and  directed  without  delay,  on  the 
part  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  bring  forward  a  process  in 
law,  whereby  any  such  matter  in  controversy  may  be 
determined.  Nathaniel  Wells. 

Nathan  Dane. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 
■     liesolved,  That  liufits  Putnain,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  appointed  surveyor  for  the  purposes  mentioned  ;  and 
that  the  Committee  be  directed  and  authorized  to  proceed 
and  cany  into  effect  the  said  report. 

November  5,  1784. 


Chapter  46. 

Chan  46  resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  allow  interest 

^  *  on  public  securities  to  the   purchasers  of  BROWN'S 

ESTATE,  UP  TO  THE  TIME  OF  PAYMENT. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  pay  to 
the  purchasers  of  the  estate,  late  the  estate  of  William 
BrowHy  Esq ;  situate  in  fSalenij  in  the  county  of  Essex^ 
sold  to  them  on  the  12th  day  of  October  last,  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  selling  confiscated  estates  in  the  said  county, 
for  Government  securities,  the  interest  due  at  the  time  of 
payment  on  such  securities  as  the  said  purchasers  shall 
pay  respectively  to  the  said  Committee,  for  such  parts  of 
the  said  estate  as  they  respectively  then  purchased. 

November  5^  1784. 
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Chapter  47. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIS  DALAWD,  GRANTING  ChaV     47 
HIM  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTEEN  POUNDS,  FOURTEEN  SHIL-  ^' 

LINGS  AND  FIVE  PENCE,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO  PAY  BY  HIS  NOTE,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-TWO 
POUNDS,  THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Daland,  praying  for  pay 
for  his  services  in  conducting  the  marine  prisoners  from 
Salem  to  Boston,  and  for  a  reimbursement  of  the  money 
by  him  expended  in  this  business: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  State,  to  Benjamin  Daland,  the  sum  of  One  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  five  pence, 
in  part  pay  of  his  account,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and 
hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  by  his  note,  in  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  further  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
sixty-two  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  which  two  sums  will 
be  in  full  of  his  account ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  United  States.  November  5,  1784. 


Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO   PAY  TO  ADONUAH  (JhaV    48 
RICE,  NOTES  OF  THE  SAME  TENOR  AND  SUMS  WHICH  WERE  '  ' 

DELIVERED  UPON  A  FORGED  ORDER. 

On  the  petition  of  Adonijah  Rice,  setting  forth  that  his 
souj  Samuel  Rice,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army^ 
from  the  fare  part  of  the  year  1777,  until  the  year  17 Si , 
at  xchich  time  the  said  Samuel  died;  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  January^  1783,  a  forged  order  was  drawn 
in  favor  of  one  «Iohn  Kimball,  upon  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth^  upon  which  order  the  notes  due  to  the 
aforesaid  Samuel,  deceased^  was  delivered^  whereupon  the 
said  AAomyxh  prays  for  relief: 

Resolved^   That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 

be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make  out  and  pay  to 

the  said  Adonijah  Itice,  notes  of  the  same  tenor  and  sums 

that  those  notes  were  of  which  were  delivered  upon  the 

aforesaid  forged  order.  November  5, 1784. 
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Chapter  49, 

Chap.  49  RESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  discharge  the 

TOWN    OF    COHASSET  FOR    THEIR    DEFICIENCIES    OK    THE 
BEEF  TAX,   AND  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN   WITH  A  FURTHER 

SUM. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Lothrop,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Cohasset : 

Resolved^  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  That 
the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  discharge 
the  town  of  Cohasset,  from  an  execution  now  lying  against 
the  said  town,  for  their  deficiency  oif  the  Beef  tax,  which 
deficiency  is  the  sum  of  Eighty-one  pounds,  three  shillings 
and  three  pence,  the  said  town  of  Oohasset  paying  the  fees 
and  charges  that  have  already  arisen  upon  the  said  exe- 
cution. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  credit 
the  said  town  of  Cohasset  the  further  sum  of  Eighteen 
pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  out  of  the  last 
State  tax ;  the  same  sums  being  in  full  of  the  deduction 
which  the  said  town  of  Cohasset  was  to  receive,  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court,  dated  the  11th  Marchy 
1784.  November  5y  1784. 


Chapter  50, 

Chap.  50  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DAVID  THAYER,  TO  NOTIFY 
SILAS  HODGES  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  THE  NEXT  SESSION  OF 
THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

On  the])etition  of  David  Thayer : 

Resolvedy  That  the  petitioner  notify  Silas  Hodges^  and 
Amos  Barret,  or  their  attorney,  to  shew  cause,  (if  any 
they  have)  on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  session 
of  the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
should  not  be  granted,  by  serving  the  said  SUas  and 
Amos,  or  their  attorney,  with  an  attested  copy  of  his 
petition  and  this  order  thereon,  at  least  ten  days  before 
the  said  second  Thursday  of  the  next  session,  and  that 
the  executions  of  the  said  Silas  and  Amos,  against  the 
said  Thayer,  in  the  mean  time  be  stayed. 

November  5, 1784. 
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Chapter  51. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITIONS  OF  THOMAS  WALLET  AND  JOHN  Ckup.  51 
SIMOyDS,    DIRECTING   THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE    FOR   THE  ^  * 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLBSBX,  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSIONERS  ON 
THE  ESTATES  OF  JOHN  VASSALL  AND  JONATHAN  SBWALL, 
FOR  PURPOSES  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Walley  and  John  Simonds, 
praying  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, may  be  empowered  to  grant  his  warrant  to  Commis- 
sioners^ for  the  settling  the  estates  of  Jonathan  Sewall  and 
John  Vassal!,  £Jsq*7'S.,for  a  further  time^  that  thereby  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their  claims  for 
allowance: 

Resolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills,  &c.  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex^  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  on  application,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
examine  the  claims  of  Thomxis  Walley  and  John  Simonds^ 
on  the  aforesaid  estates  of  John  Vassall  and  Jonathan 
Sewall^  Esq'rs.,  for  the  term  of  one  month,  from  the  time 
of  their  appointment  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  at  the 
expence  of  said  Walley  and  Simonds^  that  they  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  exhibit  their  claims  within  the  term 
mentioned  ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  5,  1784, 

Chapter  52. 

RESOLVE    ON  THE   PETITION    OF  THE    HONOURABLE    FRANCIS  QhuV    52 
DANA,  DIRECTING  THE  JUDGES  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUN-  -^^ 

TIES  OF  SUFFOLK  AND  MIDDLESEX,  TO  APPOINT  COMMIS- 
SIONERS TO  EXAMINE  THE  CLAIMS  UPON  THE  SEVERAL 
ESTATES  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  the  Honorable  Francis  Dana,  Bsq;  was  for 
a  long  time  absent  from  this  Commonmealthy  npon  impor- 
tant  business  of  pvhlic  concernment^  by  which  means  he 
wa^ prevented  exhibiting  claims  he  had  upon  the  estates  of 
David  Phipps  and  Sylvester  Gardiner,  absentees^  until  the 
Commissioners  for  examining  claims  on  the  said  estates  had 
closed  the  business  of  their  appointjuents :   Therefore^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Judges  of  Probate  for  the  counties 
o{  Suffolk  and  Middlesex^  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  respec- 
tively authorized   and   empowered   to  appoint  Commis- 
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sioners  within  their  several  jurisdictions,  to  receive  and 
examine  any  chiims  that  the  said  Francis  may  have  upon 
the  said  estates,  either  in  his  own  right,  or  as  executor 
of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Richard  Dana,  Esq  ; 
deceased,  and  report  thereon,  in  the  same  manner  as 
tho'  the  said  claims  had  been  seasonably  exhibited  to 
the  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed  to  examine  the 
claims  on  the  said  estates,  and  all  such  proceedings  shall 
be  had  thereon,  and  every  benefit  and  advantage  shall 
enure  to  the  said  Francis,  as  though  the  same  claims  had 
been  allowed  by  the  former  Commissioners  on  the  said 
estates.  November  J,  1784. 

Chapter  53. 

Chav  53  oi^ANT  OF  one  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  four  shil- 

^*  LINOS  and  six  pence,  TO  THE  HONOURABLE  FRANCIS  DAXA, 

ESQ;    AS    A    MEMBER    OF   CONGRESS,  TO    THE    26th    AUGUST 
LAST. 

On  an  account  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Dana,  Esq; 
exhibited  to  the  General  Court :  • 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  Honourable  Francis  Dana,  Esq  ; 
the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  four  shillings 
and  six  pence,  in  full  discharge  of  his  expenditures  and 
attendance  as  a  Delegate  for  this  Commonwealth  at  Con- 
gress, from  the  tenth  day  of  May,  one.  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  to  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
August  following,  both  days  inclusive,  and  making  ninety- 
four  days.  November  6,  1784. 

Chapter  54. 

Chan   ^4  resolve  on  the  petition  of  Christopher  qorb,  in  be- 

^'  HALF  OF   CHAMPION,   DICKINSON  AND   BURGESS,   AUTHOR- 

IZING THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE,  FOR  SUFFOLK,  TO  RENEW 
THE  COMMISSION  OF  INSOLVENCY  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF 
THOMAS  LEVERETT 

Upon  the  petition  of  Christopher  Gore,  in  behalf  of 
Alexander  Champion,  Thomas  Dickinson  and  William 
Burgess,  shewing  that  by  some  mistake  a  Just  claim  which 
they,  the  said  Alexander  Champion,  Thomas  Dickinson 
and  William  Burgess,  had  upon  the  e^^fute  of  Thomas 
Leverett,   late  of   Boston,    deceased,    insolvent,  was   not 
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considered  by  the  Oommissioners  of  Insolvency  on  the  said 
estate,  though  seasonably  preferred :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered, 
to  renew  the  commission  of  insolvency,  originally  issued, 
to  adjust  the  claims  on  the  estate  of  the  said  Leverett,  or 
to  appoint  new  commissioners,  as  he  shall  think  proper, 
whose  duty  and  business  it  shall  be  to  examine  the  claims 
of  the  said  Champion,  Dickinson,  and  Burgess,  and  any 
others  on  the  said  LeveretCs  estate,  and  report  the  amount 
thereof;  and  upon  comparison  of  the  same,  with  the 
claims  of  the  other  creditors  already  allowed,  to  variate 
the  report  made  upon  the  former  commission,  in  such 
manner  as  that  the  same  justice  and  rate  of  distribution 
shall  enure  to  the  said  Champion,  Dickinson,  and  Burgess, 
as  to  those  creditors  whose  claims  have  already  been 
allowed,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Judge  of  Probate, 
which  report  made  shall  be  valid,  the  former  notwith- 
standing; and  in  case  payment  of  any  claims  already 
allowed  hath  been  made,  the  several  creditors  which  have 
received  the  same,  shall  be  holden  to  refund  the  same,  in 
proportion  as  their  several  claims  shall  be  lessened  by  the 
proceedings  on  this  resolve.  November  6,  1784. 

Chapter  55. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF     CHRISTOPHER    GORE,    FOR  Chaj)     55 
CHAMPION,     DICKINSON,    AND    BURGESS,    DIRECTINQ    THE  ^  ' 

JUDGE  OF  PROBATE,  FOR  ESSEX,  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSION- 
ERS ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  EPES  SARGENT. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Christopher  Gore,  in  behalf  of 
Alexander  Champion,  Thomas  Dickinson,  and  William 
Burgess,  shewing  that  by  a  mistake  of  the  administrator 
on  tlie  estate  of  Kpes  Sargent,  late  of  Glocester,  deceased, 
insolvent,  a  just  claim  of  the  said  Alexander  Champion, 
Thomas  Dickinson,  and  William  Burgess,  amounting  to 
Seventeen  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  nine  shillings  and 
nine  pence  sterling,  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Insolvency  on  the  said  estate,  as  amounting  to  nine  hundred 
pounds  only,  and  distribution  took  place  of  the  estate  of 
the  said  Epes  Sargent,  agreeable  thereto:  Thei*efore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county  of 
Essex,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  to 
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appoint  commissioDers  to  examine  the  justice  of  the  said 
claim,  and  upon  comparison  of  the  report  of  the  former 
commissioners  as  already  made,  to  report  what  further 
sum  ought  to  have  been  allowed  thereon ;  and  if  any, 
report  the  same  to  the  said  Judge  of  Probate,  who  is  hereby 
directed  to  cause  a  record  thereof,  together  with  this 
resolve,  to  be  entered  in  the  Register's  Office  of  the  said 
Court;  and  upon  the  distribution  of  the  dower  of  the 
widow  of  the  said  Epea^  such  further  distributive  sum, 
with  interest,  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Champion^  Dickin- 
'  soHy  and  Burgess^  or  their  heirs,  out  of  the  said  dower,  in 
priority  to  any  other  claims,  as  they  would  have  been 
entitled  to,  had  their  claim  been  wholly  exhibited  l>efore 
the  close  of  the  commission  of  insolvency  heretofore 
granted  on  the  said  estate,  and  as  shall  cause  equal  jus- 
tice to  enure  to  all  the  creditors  of  the  said  Epea. 

November  6,  1784. 


Chapter  56. 

Chat)    56  RESOLVB    ON    THE  PETITION    OF   BUHU   GIFFORD,    GRANTING 
^*  HIM   A  NEW  TRIAL  IN  THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  BEAN. 

On  the  petition  of  Elihu  Gifford,  praying  for  a  new 
trial  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  John  Bean,  on 
which  suit  a  judgment  was  recovered  against  the  petitioner 
on  default  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at 
Sherburne,  in  the  county  of  Nantucket,  in  March,  1784, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved y  That  the  petitioner  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
entitled  to  a  new  trial  on  the  action  aforesaid  :  And  the 
Justices  of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  their 
sessions  to  be  holden  at  Sherbuime,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Nantucket,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  March  next, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  fully  empowered, 
to  resume  the  aforesaid  action,  take  off  the  default,  and 
proceed  to  a  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  they  legally 
might  on  a  new  entry,  the  petitioner  first  serving  the 
adverse  party  with  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve,  four- 
teen days  at  the  least  before  the  aforesaid  last  Tuesday  of 
March  next,  and  that  execution  on  the  fonner  judgment 
be  staid  in  the  mean  time  ;  any  law  or  resolve  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  November  6,  1784. 
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Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ELISHA   CRANSOy,  IN  BEHALF  ChaV.   57 
OF    THE    TOWN    OF  ASHFIELD,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  ^ 

TO    SEND    HIS  WARRANT  TO  JOSEPH  WAHRES,  TO  COLLECT 
THE  TAX  MENTIONED,  AND  TO  STAY  HIS  EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  q/'Elisha  Cranson,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Ashfield,  praying  that  the  Treasure^'  of  this  Common- 
wealth may  be  directed  to  send  his  warrant  to  Joseph 
Warren,  one  of  the  Collectors  for  the  said  town,  empower- 
ing the  said  Collector  to  collect  tax  No.  1,  granted  in  Jan- 
uary, 1782, /?*om  the  several  persons  whose  names  are  con- 
tained in  the  list  of  the  said  tax  committed  to  the  said 
Collector  by  the  Assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Ashfield  ; 
and  thai  he  be  directed  not  to  send  any  execution  for  the 
said  tax  against  the  said  town  y  till  some  future  time ,  for 
reasoris  seX  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  send  his  warrant  to 
Joseph  Wainxn,  the  aforesaid  Collector,  empowering  him 
to  collect  the  tax  aforesaid ;  And  he  is  hereby  further 
directed  to  stay,  for  the  space  of  three  months,  the  issu- 
ing any  further  execution  for  the  tax  aforesaid  against 
either  the  town  of  Ashfield^  or  the  present  Collector. 

November  6,  1784. 

Chapter  58. 

RESOLVE    ESTABLISHING    THE    PAY  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE    QhaV.  58 
COUNCIL,  AND  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT.  ^' 

lieAolvedj  That  there  ))•  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  to  each  member 
of  the  Honorable  Council,  and  the  sum  of  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence  to  each  member  of  the  Honourable  Senate, 
and  the  sum  of  seven  shillings  to  each  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  each  day  they  have  attended 
the  Council  or  Genei-al  Court  the  present  session ;  also 
the  further  sum  of  one  day's  pay  for  every  ten  miles  dis- 
tance each  member  lives  from  this  place. 

Novembers,  1784. 

Chapter  59. 

RESOLVE  FOR  SELLING  THE    FURNACE,  &o.  AT   BRIDGWATER,  Hhaj^     CQ 
AND  EMPOWERING  HUGH  ORR,  ESQ;  TO  SELL  THE  SAME.         ^'*^/^- 

Resolved^  That  Hugh  Orr,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
autboiized  and  directed  to  sell  (either  at  public  or  private 
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sale,  as  he  shall  judge  best)  the  air  furnaces  and  blast 
furnace,  together  with  the  boring  mill  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealth  at  Bridgivatei';  together  with  all  the  land 
and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  (except  the  ma- 
chine for  boring  solid  cannon)  and  give  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  in  behalf  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  receive  in  payment  for  the  same 
government  consolidated  securities,  and  pay  the  proceeds 
thereof  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  therefor ;  one  of  which  he  is  directed  to 
lodge  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  make  report  to  the 
General  Court  of  his  proceedings  as  soon  as  may  be. 

November  8 y  1784. 


Chapter  60. 

Chav   60  RESOLVE  allowing  the  treasurer's  accounts  for  the 

-^*  county   of    PLYMOUTH;    AND    GRANTING    A   TAX    OF  TWO 

HUNDRED     POUNDS     FOR     DEFRAYING    THE     CHARGES    OF 
SAID    COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  county  0/*  Plymouth,  that  his  accounts  are 
right  cast  and  well  vouched;  that  all  the  monies  granted 
and  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  said  county^  from  October  11,  1783,  to 
September  80,  1784,  were  for  such  purposes  and  appro- 
priations as  by  law  the  said  Court  were  empowered  to 
grant:  Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  the  said  acfounts  be  accepted  and 
allowed. 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  said 
cotm^yo/"  Plymouth,  made  on  the  first  Thtesday  of  October^ 
1784,  that  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  will  be  neces- 
sary for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county  for  one 
year  then  next  ensuing :   Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax 
of  Two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  and  estates  lying 
within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the 
use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. November  Sy  1784, 
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Chapter  61. 

RESOLVE  PENSIONING  EDMUND  BRITT,  AND  ENTITLING  HIM  TO  CkaV.   61 
ONE  QUARTER  PAY  AS  A  SOLDIER.  ^ 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners^  in  the  behalf  of  Edmund  Britt,  a  soldier  in 
Colonel  Thomas  Nixon's  regiment^  and  in  Abel  Holden's 
company^  who  was  wounded  the  \9th  of  September,  1777, 
as  appears  by  his  certificate : 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  Edmund  Britt  be  entitled  to 
one  quarter  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  January  1,  1780, 
till  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  or  Congress. 

November  8,  1784. 

Chapter  62. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  WESTERN,  CkuV.  62 
DIRECTING    THE   TREASURER   TO   CREDIT   THE   TOWN   THE  -^ 

FINE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Western,  setting 
forth  that  the  town  was  fined  for  not  raising  one  three- 
months  inauy  which  they  were  directed  to  raise  by  a  resolve 
of  the  ZQtJi  cyT  June,  1781. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  thin  Court  that  the  said  town  of 
Western  did  actually  raise  the  said  man: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of 
Western,  Twenty-one  pounds  one  shilling  and  eleven 
l)ence,  in  the  state  tax  granted  in  Marchy  1783,  it  being 
the  fine  and  bounty  for  one  three-months  man. 

November  5,  1784. 


Chapter  63. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THOMAS  IVERS,  ESQ;  pL„^     ao 
RELATIVE    TO    THE    ACCOUNTS    OF  MESSIEURS   PURVIANCE;  ^"'^F*   "*^ 
AND    DIRECTING    THE    COMMITTEE     FOR     SETTLING     LATE 
BOARD  OF  WAR  ACCOUNTS,  &c.  TO  DELIVER  TO  THE  TREAS- 
URER THE   SAME  ACCOUNTS,  AND  TO  EMPLOY    SOME   SUIT- 
ABLE PERSON  FOR  THE  RECOVERY  OF  THE  DEBT. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  for  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  late  Board  of  War,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed,  to  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth the  accounts  of  the  said  Board  of  War  against 
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Samuel  Purviance  and  Robert  Purviance^  of  Baltimore^ 
in  the  state  of  Maryland^  merchants  ;  and  that  the  Treas- 
urer employ  some  suitable  person  to  take  proper  measures 
•  to  recover  from  the  said  Samuel  and  Robert  whatever  may 
be  due  thereon  to  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved^  That  the  person  who  shall  be  employed  by 
the  Treasurer  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  commence  any  action  or  actions  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  said  Samuel 
and  Robert^  or  either  of  them,  for  the  recovery  of  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  due  from  them,  or  either  of  them, 
to  this  state ;  and  to  prosecute  the  same  either  by  him- 
self, or  his  substitute,  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 

Novembers,  1784, 

Chapter  64, 

Chan.  64  ^^esolve  empowering  the   governor  and  council  to 

^'  DRAW   WARRANTS   IN    FAVOUR  OF  OFFICERS   COMMANDING 

ARTILLERY  COMPANIES  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  FOR 
ERECTING  GUN  HOUSES,  IN  ORDER  TO  DEPOSIT  FIELD 
PIECES.  WITH  PROVISO. 

Whereas  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace  are  incom- 
patible loith  the  safety  of  a  free  republic^  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people:  The  militia  of  this  State  ^  and 
of  the  United  States,  must  therefore  be  considered  as  of 
great  importance  for  the  defence  of  the  lives,  rights  and 
projjerties  of  the  community.  And  tchereas  it  is  the 
ardent  wish  of  this  Legislature  to  have  a  militia  respecta- 
ble and  well  disciplined,  at  all  times  prepared  to  resist 
invasions  and  to  repel  attacks:  Every  encouragement 
should  be  held  out  tvhich  ivill  have  a  tendency  to  preserve 
the  martial  spirit  of  the  people,  and  to  promote  discipline: 
The  companies  of  artillery  in  particular  deserving  atten- 
tion, being  distinguished  by  their  usefulness  and  sei^ices, 
it  is  the  determination  of  this  Court  to  grant  them  every 
assistance  in  their  power  consistent  with  their  duty: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  empowered  and  requested,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council,  to  draw  a  warrant  on  the  Treasurer 
in  favour  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each  company  of 
artillery  which  are  already,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be 
raised,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  Twenty  pounds ;   which 
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sum,  drawn  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  applied  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  erecting  a  gun  house,  in  some  convenient  place, 
for  the  depositing  the  field  pieces,  and  other  military 
appendages  necessary  for  the  same  —  Provided^  that  the 
said  coDdpanies  shall  be  incorporated  and  equipt  agreeable 
to  the  militia  law  of  this  Commonwealth  —  And  provided 
alsoy  the  said  commanding  officer  shall,  previous  to  his 
receiving  the  money  as  aforesaid,  give  a  bond  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  sufficient  sureties, 
for  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
application  of  the  same,  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore 
directed.  November  8j  1784. 

Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE    APPROVING   THE    CONDUCT    OF    THE    HONOURABLE  Qhan     66 
FRANCIS  DANA,  ESQ;  A  MEMBER  OF   CONGRESS    FOR   THIS  ^      F^      ^ 
COMMONWEALTH,  IN  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATES.  REL- 
ATIVE  TO   THE    ADJOURNMENT   OF   SAID    COMMITTEE,  AND 
DIRECTING  THE  DELEGATES  IN  THIS  CASE. 

Sesolvedy  That  the  Liegislature  approve  of  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Dana^  a  member  for  this  Commonwealth,  in  the 
Committee  of  the  States,  relative  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  said  Committee  ;  and  that  the  delegates  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  lay  before 
Congress  the  doings  of  the  said  committee  respecting  the 
same  adjournment,  and  the  removal  of  the  public  papers 
and  records  from  Annapolis  to  Philadelphia ^  and  to 
request  their  opinion  and  order  in  the  premises. 

November  9, 1784. 

Chapter  66. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  ANDREW  BROWN,  ESQ;  DIRECT-  ChoTi  66 
ING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  THE  ARMY,  TO  ^'^^r^  "" 
SETTLE  WITH  THE  SAID  BROWN  HIS  ARREARS  OF  PAY,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Andrew  Brown,  Esq;  an  officer  in 
the  late  mttstering  department  within  this  State: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the  army 
be^  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  settle  with  and  pay  the 
said  Andrew  Brown ,  Esq ;  for  his  arrears  of  pay  and 
yearns  advance  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
12th  of  October,  1781.  NovemMr  9, 1784. 
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Chapter  67. 

Chan   67  ^^solve  on  the  memorial  of   william  lithgow,  esq-. 

*  •  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  STAY  EXECUTIONS  AGAINST 

THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN  FOR 
DEFICIENCIES  IN  PROCURING  MEN  AND  BEEF,  UNTIL  THE 
THIRD  WEDNESDAY  OF  FEBRUARY  NEXT. 

Wliereas  thz  memorial  of  William  Lithgow,  jun.  Esq; 
of  the  Slst  day  of  JanuHvyy  1784,  in  behalf  rf  several  fowws 
in  the  county  o/" Lincoln,  praying  (for  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  said  memorial)  that  the  said  towns  may  be  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  the  tax  assessed  upon  them  for  not 
procuring  their  respective  quotas  of  three  years  and  three 
and  five  months-men  for  the  army^  amounting  to  the  aver- 
age  price  of  the  said  respective  quotas ;  and  also  for  the 
deficiencies  in  procuring  beef  is  referred  for  consideration 
to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court:  Therefore^ 

Resolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  hereby  is  directed,  to  stay  execution  against  the  sev- 
eral towns  in  the  said  county  of  Lincoln^  so  far  as  respects 
their  deficiencies  in  procuring  men  and  beef,  until  the 
third  Wednesday  in  February  next ;  any  resolve  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  November  P,  1784. 


Chapter  68. 

Chav   68  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  josbua  pray,  directing  ex- 

-^*  ECUTION    for  taxes  FROM   THE   INHABITANTS   OF   SEAP^ 

LBIGHTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF   TORK,  TO   BE  STAYED. 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Pray,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  others^  setting  forth  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  place  known  by  the  name  of  Shapleighton,  adjacent  to 
the  town  of  Lebanon,  in  the  county  of  York,  relative  to 
taxes  given  him,  and  James  Witherell  to  collect  of  the  said 
Shapleighton,  praying  for  farther  tims  allowed  them  to 
collect  the  same: 

Resolved^  That  executions  respecting  such  a  part  of 
said  taxes  that  are  now  to  them  respectively  due  from  the 
inhabitants  aforesaid,  be  stayed  until  the  first  day  of  May 
next;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  govern  himself 
accordingly.  November  d,  1784. 
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Chapter  69. 

RESOLVE  ON   A    MISTAKE   ON   THE   APPORTIONMENT    OF   THE  Chttp.   69 
REPRESENTATIVES  PAY    BETWEEN   THE   TOWN    OF    ACTON  ^ 

AND  BISTRIirr  OF    CARLISLE,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
FOR  HIS  GOVERNMENT. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  that  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  Representatives  pay  in  the  last  state  tax^  there 
is  a  clerical  mistake  between  the  town  o/*  Acton  and  district 
of  Carlisle  ;  for  remedy  whereof 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  Thirty-seven  pounds  six  sbiU 
lings  and  one  penny,  farthing  be  put  to  the  said  town  of 
Acton,  instead  of  Twenty-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings; 
and  there  be  put  to  the  said  district  of  Carlisle,  the  sum 
of  Twenty-nine  pounds,  three  shillings  and  ten  pence, 
three  farthings  only,  instead  of  Forty -three  pounds,  fifteen 
shillings :  And  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

November  9 y  1784. 


Chapter  70. 

TREASURER  TO   DISCHARGE   SAID   TOWN    FROM    THE   PAY-  ^'^^P*    '^ 
MENT  OF  A  CERTAIN  SUM  OF  MONEY. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Buxton,  setting  forth 
that  they  are  called  upon  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  payment  of  the  several  taxes  which  wei'e 
set  on  the  plantation  of  Narrnganset  No.  1,  from  the  year 
1761  to  the  year  1772,  and  praying  for  an  abatement  of 
the  said  taxes : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  discharge  the  town  of  Buxton 
from  the  payment  of  One  hundred  pounds  in  part  of  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  one  shilling  and  eight  pence 
three  farthings,  which  sum  it  appears  the  said  town  of 
Buxton  was  charged  with  from  the  year  1761,  to  the  year 
1772,  while  unincorporated,  and  which  sum  never  has 
been  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  then  plantation. 

November  10, 1784  n 
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Chapter  71. 

Chap.    71  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSIAH  GLOVBR  AND  OTHBEtS, 
-^'  INHABITANTS     OF     SQUANTUM    IN     DORCBBSTER,    GIVING 

THEM  LEAVE   TO    BUING    IN    A  BILL   FOR   PURPOSES   MEN> 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Josiah  Glover,  and  others^  inhabi- 
tants of  that  part  of  the  town  of  Dorchester  commonly  known 
by  tlie  name  of  Squantum,  and  the  farmSy  praying  to  be 
separated  from  the  said  town,  and  to  be  annexed  to  the  town 
of  Braintree : 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  separating  themselves,  together 
with  their  estates,  from  the  said  town  of  Dorchester,  so 
far  only  as  respects  school  and  parish  expences  and  privi- 
leges, and  for  the  purpose  of  annexing  the  said  peti- 
tioners, with  their  estates,  to  the  said  town  of  Braintree, 
so  far  only  as  relates  to  school  expences  and  privileges, 
and  to  the  north  parish  of  Braintree  aforesaid,  so  far  only 
as  regards  parish  expences  and  privileges. 

November  10, 1784. 


Chapter  72. 

ChaV     72  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  prince  west,  directing  THE 
^'  COMMirrEE  for  THE  SALE  OF  ABSENTEES  ESTATES  IN  THE 

county  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  GIVE   A  DEED  OF   THE  LANDS 
MENTIONED,  &c. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Prince  West,  praying  that  he  may 
have  a  deed  of  certain  tracts  of  land  described  in  his  said 
petition,  lately  belonging  to  John  Murray,  Esq:  an  absen- 
tee; the  said  Murray  having,  in  the  year  1772,  given  to 
the  said  Prince  West,  together  with  one  Meletiah  Hatch,  a 
bond  conditioned  for  the  conveyance  of  the  said  tracts  of 
land,  on  the  said  West  and  Hatch's  paying  him  certain 
sums  of  money,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  paid  to 
the  said  Murray : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted ; 
and  that  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates 
for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  be,  and  are  hereby  empow- 
ered and  directed,  to  give  and  execute  to  the  said  Prince 
West,  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  the  several  tracts  and 
parcels  of  land  described  as  aforesaid;  the  said  JPtince 
West  first  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 
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said  committee,  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  One  hun- 
dred and  six  pounds,  together  with  the  interest  which 
may  have  arisen  thereon  from  the  sixth  day  of  April, 
1772,  to  the  time  of  executing  the  deed  as  aforesaid. 

November  10, 1784. 

Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DAVID  TILDES,  OF  PBMBROKB,  CflGV*  73 
GIVING  HIM  LEAVE  TO  ENTER  THE  COMPLAINT  MENTIONED  -^* 

AT  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT. 

Upon  the  petition  of  David  Tilden,  of  Pembroke,  in 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  praying  for  liberty  to  enter  a 
complaint  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be  held  at 
Boston,  the  first  ISiesday  of  December  next,  for  the 
affirmation  of  a  judgment  recovered  by  the  said  David,  as 
administrator  on  the  estate  of  Euth  Parrot,  late  o/*  Boston, 
deceased,  against  Stephen  Maynard,  of  Westborough,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June  last : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner,  upon  giving  duo  notice 
to  him  the  said  Maynard,  have  leave  to  enter  a  complaint 
against  him  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be  holden 
by  adjouniment  at  Boston,  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  in  December  next,  for  the  affirmation  of  a  judg- 
ment recovered  by  the  said  David,  in  his  said  capacity, 
against  the  said  Stephen,  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
as  aforesaid :  And  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court  is 
hereby  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of  the  said  com- 
plaint, and  to  affirm  the  said  judgment  as  of  Worcestei* 
term,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  complaint  had 
been   entered   at  the   Supreme  Judicial    Court  held   at 

Worcester,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Septeniber  last,  and 
from  thence  continued  to  the  said  Couil  to  be  held  at  the 
said  Boston,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December  next,  as 
aforesaid,  for  judgment  to  be  entered  up  as  of  the  said 

Worcester  term,  with  the  allowance  of  the  same  cost  as  if 
judgment  had  been  then  affirmed.       November  10,  1784, 

Chapter  74. 

GRANT  OF  NINETY-POUNDS  TO  WILLIAM  BAKER,  MESSKNGER  nhrj^^  74 
OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT.  FOR  HIS  SERVICES,  FROM  THE  ^''"/^'  ** 
25th  OF  if^r  TO  THE  26th  OF  NOVEMBER. 

On  the  petition  o/*  William  ^aker,  pj^ayinr/  for  allotvance 
for  his  sei*vices  as  messenger  to  the  General  Court: 
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Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  William  Baker ^  the 
sum  of  Ninety  pounds,  in  full  for  his  services  as  mes- 
senger to  the  Genei-al  Court,  to  the  26th  November,  1784 ; 
it  being  for  one  half  year  from  the  25th  of  May  last. 

November  10, 1784. 

Chapter  75. 

Chap.  75  GRANT    OF    FOUR    HUNDRED    AND     FORTY-NINE     FOUNDS   SIX 
-^  SHILLINGS,  TO  THE  HONOURABLE   ELBRIDGB    GBRRT,    ESQ; 

FOR  HIS  SERVICES  AS  MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Elbridge  Geary,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  Four 
hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  and  six  shillings,  in  full 
for  his  services  and  expences  as  a  delegate  to  Congress , 
to  the  twelfth  day  of  July  last.  November  10,  1784. 

Chapter  76. 

Chan.  76  i^esolve  directing  the  committee  for  selling  certain 

^  '  strips  of  land,  in  the  county  of  YORK,  TO  SELL  CER- 
TAIN LANDS  REMAINING  UNSOLD,  EITHER  AT  PUBLIC  OR 
PRIVATE  SALE,  AND  RENDERING  VALID  ANY  DEEDS  BY 
THEM  GIVEN. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  by  a  resolve 
of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  twentieth  of  March  last, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
empowered  to  sell  such  of  the  land  remaining  unsold  as 
the  said  committee  were  directed  to  sell,  either  at  public 
or  private  sale,  as  heretofore  directed  ;  and  that  any  deed 
or  deeds  already  executed,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  said  committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
in  pursuance  of  this  or  the  former  resolve,  shall  be  valid 
and  effectual,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  the  grantee 
or  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a  complete  title  to 
the  lands  therein  respectively  mentioned  ;  the  actual  pos- 
session thereof  by  any  other  person  or  persons  notwith- 
standing. November  10,  1784. 


Chap.  11 


Chapter  77. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMON  LAW  COURTS  TO  SUSPEND 
RENDERING  JUDGMENT  FOR  INTEREST  ON  ACTIONS  BROUGHT 
BY  REAL  BRITISH  SUBJECTS,  OR  ABSENTEES,  TO  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY  OF  THE  NEXT  SESSION. 

W7ie7^eas   the  payment   of  interest    which   might  have 
accrued  during  the  late  war,  upon    debts  dtie  from  the 
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citizens  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  States^  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  the  same^  to  real  British  subjects^  and 
othet*Sy  commonly  called  absentees^  would  be  not  only 
inequitable  and  unjust^  but  also  as  the  Legislature  of  this 
Cotnmonwealth  conceive  repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  intend-- 
ment  of  the  fourth  article  in  the  treaty  of  peace^  which 
provides  only  for  the  payment  of  bona  fide  debts;  and  as 
the  Legislature  have  taken  measures  to  obtain  the  sense  of 
Congress  upon  the  said  article^  so  far  as  the  same  respects 
the  payment  of  interest  ivhich  might  have  accrued  as  afore- 
said;  and  in  the  mean  time  judgments  may  be  obtained  in 
some  of  the  Courts  of  law  within  this  Commonwealth  for 
interest  accruing  as  aforesaid^  contrary  to  the  true  dengn 
of  the  said  treaty :  Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  in  all  actions  or  suits  which  are  or  may 
be  instituted  or  brought  to  any  of  the  Judicial  Courts 
within  this  Commonwealth,  wherein  any  real  British  sub- 
ject or  absentee  is  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  which 
actions  or  suits,  by  the  laws  thereof,  are  sustainable 
therein,  the  justices  of  the  same  Courts  are  hereby  sev- 
erally directed  to  suspend  rendering  judgment  for  any 
interest  that  might  have  accrued  upon  the  demand  " 
contained  in  such  actions  or  suits,  between  the  19th  day  of 
Aprils  \llby  and  the  20th  day  of  January^  1783,  until 
the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court, 

Provided  always^  That  if  in  any  such  actions  or  suits 
the  plaintiffs  shall  move  for,  or  by  default  have  right  to 
judgment,  then  and  in  such  case  the  justices  aforesaid 
shall  cause  judgment  to  be  entered  for  the  principal  sum, 
which  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  such  plaintiffs 
shall  be  entitled  to  recover,  and  all  such  interest  as 
accrued  thereon  before  the  said  19th  day  of  Aprils  and 
subsequent  to  said  20th  day  of  January^  and  executions 
shall  issue  accordingly ;  and  if  Congress  shall  hereafter 
determine  that  the  interest  which  might  have  accrued  on 
any  bonafde  debt  aforesaid  during  the  war,  ought  by  the 
ti-eaty  aforesaid  to  be  considered  as  part  of  such  debt ; 
then  the  said  Courts  respectively  shall  proceed  to  enter  a 
further  judgment  for  the  amount  of  all  such  last  men- 
tioned interest  without  any  new  process,  and  issue  exe- 
cution for  such  further  sum  accordingly ;  and  all  attach- 
ments made,  or  bail  given  upon  any  action  instituted  as 
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aforesaid,  shall  be  holden  to  respond  the  final  judgment 
that  may  be  given  for  the  amount  of  such  last  mentioned 
interest.  November  10, 1784. 

•—  \ — ■  '  ■  " 

Chapter  78. 

GhWD     78  ORDERS   FOR   INSTRUCTING    THE    DELEGATES   TO     CONGRESS 
^  *  RELATIVE  TO   BRITISH   SUBJECTS,    AND    CERTAIN   PERSONS 

WHO  LEFT  THIS  STATE  APrER  THE  6th   OCTOBER,  1774. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  representing  this  Com- 
monwealth in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  desire  of  Congress 
their  sense  on  the  following  question,  viz.  Whether  it 
will  consist  with  the  treaty  of  peace  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  pass  an  act  debar- 
ring British  subjects,  and  those  persons  who  left  the  late 
province  oi Massachusetts  Bay,  after  the  5th  day  of  October, 
1774,  and  before  the  establishment  of  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  this  Commonwealth,  and  took  the  protection  of 
the  King  of  Cheat  Britain,  or  his  government,  fleet  or 
•  army,  or  either  of  them,  from  recovering  any  interest 
which  may  be  supposed  to  have  accrued  during  the  war, 
on  debts  contracted  before  the  war?  And  that  the  said 
delegates  be  further  instructed  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  request  of  Congress  their  sense 
of  the  meaning  of  the  words  ^^  bona  fide*'  debts,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and 
particularly  whether  the  same  are  intended  and  ought  to 
be  construed,  to  include  the  interest  that  would  have 
accrued  thereon,  had  not  the  war  intervened ;  and  to 
communicate  to  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
the  doings  of  Congress  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be. 

November  10,  1784. 

Chapter  79. 

Chan    7Q  Resolve  empowering  the  commissioners  on   westers 

Kytiup.  iU  L^j^Ds  to  employ  council  TO  ASSIST  THEM  IN  SUPPORT- 
ING THE  CLAIMS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  AND  VESTING 
THEM  WITH  ALL  THE  POWERS  BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  2d  JULY 
LAST. 

Wherea,%  Francis   Dana,    Esq;  has  declined  accepting 
his  appointment  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  support  the 
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I'ight  of  this    Commonwealth   to  cei^tain   lands    west    of 
Hudson's  River : 

Resolved^  That  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan^  Esq*rs. 
the  other  persons  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
have  all  the  power  and  authority  which  by  a  resolve  of 
the  General  Court,  of  the  second  day  of  July  last,  was 
given  to  the  said  three  commissioners ;  and  that  they 
have  authority  to  employ  one  other  gentleman  as  counsel 
in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  appear  before  any 
Court  that  may  be  appointed,  agreeable  to  the  confedera- 
tion, and  assist  in  conducting  the  claim  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  certain  lands,  lying  west  of  Hudson's  River. 

November  10  J  1784. 

Chapter  80. 

RE80LVB   MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  AT  NAN-  ChaV.   80 
TUCKET,    AND    ESTABLISHING   THE    PAY   OP   THE    KEEPER,  ^' 

DIRECTING    THE    COMMISSARY    GENERAL,    AND    GRANTING 
HIM  TWO  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 

JVhereas  his  Excellency  the  Governor^  with  advice  of 
Council^  on  the  Uh  insty  loas  pleased  to  appoint  Capt. 
Paul  Pinkham,  heepen*  of  the  light  house  on  the  island  of 
Nantucket,  and  as  a  proper  regulation  for  the  keeping  and 
supplying  of  the  said  light  house  with  oil  and  other  mate- 
rials is  indispensibly  necessary : 

Resolved^  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  directed, 
to  provide  for  the  supplies  of  the  light  house  on  the 
island  of  Nantucket^  (annually)  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  October^  1784,  being  the  time  the  said  light  house 
was  lighted,  the  following  articles,  viz.  Thirty  pounds 
of  cotton,  twelve  cords  of  wood,  and  oil  in  such  quanti- 
ties as  may  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary  for  the 
said  light. 

Be  it  further  Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Commissary 
General,  Two  hundred  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  furnish 
the  several  articles  enumerated,  he  to  be  accountable  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  tlie 
fceeper  of  the  said  light  house,  for  himself  and  one  assist- 
ant for  the  time  being.  Seventy-five  pounds  per  annum, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October^  1784. 

November  10,  1784. 
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Chapter  81. 

Chap.    81  RESOLVE    ON    THE    MEMORIAL    OF    RICHARD    DBVESS,    ESQ; 

•^  '  COMMISSARY  GENERAL.  GRANTING  HIM  ONE  THOUSAND  AND 

EIGHTY-NINE  POUNDS  FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FIVE  PENCE. 

FOR  THE    ERECTING  A  LIGHT  HOUSE,  AND  A  SMALL  HOUSE, 

AT  NANTUCKET. 

On  the  memorial  of  Richard  Devens,  JEsq;  CommiR- 
sary  General,  praying  alloioance  and  payment  of  his 
account  for  erecting  a  light  house,  and  a  small  house  for 
the  keepei*  on  the  island  of  Nantucket,  pursuant  to  a  resolve 
of  the  Geneml  Court,  passed  the  fifth  day  of  Febi-uary , 
1784 :  Whereas  the  said  accounts  appear  right  cast  and 
well  vouched: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Richard  Devens, 
Esq  ;  Commissary  General,  the  sum  of  One  thousand  and 
eighty-nine  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five-pence,  which 
together  with  Three  hundred  pounds  which  he  has  already 
received,  is  in  full  discharge  of  the  said  accounts, 

November  11, 1784. 

Chapter  82. 

Chan  82  resolve  appointing  hugh  orr,  Caleb  davisavd  richard 

"'  DEVENS,  ESQ'RS.  A  COMMITTEE   TO   ATTEND    THE    SALE    OF 

THE  CONTINENTAL  MILITARY  STORES,  AND  TO    MAKE    PUR- 
CHASES OF  THE  SAME. 

Whereas  it  is  the  good  policy  of  every  wise  government, 
in  time  of  peace,  to  prepare  for  as  the  most  probable  means 
of  preventing  war:  And  whereas  there  are  great  quanti- 
ties of  ordnance  and  military  stores  advertized  for  public 
sale,  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday  the  llth  of  the  present 
ynonth : 

Resolved,  That  Hugh  Orr  and  Caleb  Davis,  Esq'rs. 
and  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Commissary  Genjeral,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  said 
sales ;  and  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  purchase,  for  account  and  for  the  use  of  this 
Commonwealth,  such  of  the  said  stores,  not  perishable, 
as  may  be  in  their  opinion  for  the  interest  and  safety  of 
the  same,  and  them  to  have  removed  and  secured  in  some 
suitable  place  in  Watertown. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  said  committee,  such  public  securi- 


1784.  —  October  Session.  305 

ties  as  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the 
stores  they  may  purchase  as  aforesaid  ;  also  such  suras  in 
specie  as  may  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  removing  and 
securing  the  same ;  the  said  committee  being  accountable 
to  the  General  Court  at  their  next  sitting. 

November  11^  1784. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE  CONSTITUTING  JOHS  LOWELL  AND  JAMES  SULLIVAN,   Chaj).  83 
ESQ'RS.,   LAWFUL    AGENTS    TO    REPRESENT    THIS    STATE    IN  ^ 

CONGRESS  ON  THE  FIRST  OF  DECEMBER  NEXT.  ON  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS  TO  WHICH  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- 
YORK  SET  UP  A  CLAIM,  AND  GIVING  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  SAID 
AGENTS. 

Whereas  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth^  hy  their 
petition  to  Congress  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  May  last 
past,  alledged  that  certain  lands  to  which  the  State  q/'New 
York  set  up  a  claim^  were  the  just  and  proper  right  of  this 
Commonwealth  ;  and  Congress  having  given  notice  thei'eof 
to  the  said  State,  and  appointed  the  first  Monday  of 
December  next  to  proceed  in  the  premises,  as  by  the  article 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  is  directed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  John  Lowell  and  James 
Sullivan,  Esq'rs.,  with  the  Delegates  who  shall  actually 
represent  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  on  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  or  the  major  part  of  the  persons 
l)efore  mentioned,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  constituted  the 
lawful  agents  of  this  State,  and  are  authorized  and 
empowered,  with  such  agent  or  agents  as  are  or  may  be 
empowered  therefor,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  State 
of  Ifeio  York,  to  appoint  by  joint  consent.  Commis- 
sioners or  judges  to  constitute  a  Court  for  hearing  and 
determining  the  claims  of  the  same  State  and  of  this  * 

Commonwealth,  to  the  lands  mentioned  and  described  in 
the  petition  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  the  said  State  of  New 
York  shall  neglect  to  attend  by  their  agent  or  agents  at 
the  time  appointed  therefor  by  Congress,  or  if  attending 
the  agent  or  agents  of  the  said  State  and  of  this  Common- 
wealth, cannot  agree  to  appoint  by  joint  consent,  Commis- 
sioners or  judges  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  then  the  said 
agents  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  do  and  transact 
all  matters  and  things  whatsoever,  which  by  the  said 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  are  made 
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necessary  to  be  done  and  transacted  on  the  part  of  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  or 
judges  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.        November  11^  1784, 

Chapter  84. 

Chap,   84  RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  SilMCTELPflr/LL/PS,  JUNIOR,  xVilTff^y/fiL 
^  WELLS,   AND    NATHAN    DANE,    ESQ'RS.,  A    COMMITTEE    AP- 

POINTED 28th  of  OCTOBER,  1783,  TO  EXAMINE  INTO  THE 
ILLEGAL  ENTRIES  UPON  THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  TO  SELL  CERTAIN  STRIPS  OF 
SAID  LAND,  &c. 

Resolved^  That  Samuel  Phillips^  Junior,  Nathaniel 
Wells  and  Nathan  Dane^  Esq'rs.,  a  Committee  appointed 
by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  October,  1783,  to  examine  into  the  illegal  entries 
upon  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  fully  author- 
ized and  empowered  at  their  discretion,  to  sell  any  strips 
or  other  pieces  of  unappropriated  land  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealth,  in  the  said  county  of  Lincoln^  as  well  as 
those  the  said  Committee  were  by  former  resolves  empow- 
ered to  sell,  for  the  most  they  may  be  able  to  get  for  the 
same,  either  at  private  sale  or  public  auction,  and  to 
make  and  duly  to  execute  good  and  lawful  deeds  of  all 
such  lands  as  the  said  Committee  or  any  two  of  them  may 
agree  to  dispose  of,  which  shall  make  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient title  in  law  to  the  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns 
respectively,  any  person  or  persons  being  in  the  actual 
possession  thereof  notwithstanding. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  directed  to  proceed  in  laying  out  townships  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  find  most  beneficial  to  this  Commonwealth ; 
any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  11,  1784. 

Chapter  85. 

Chap.    85  RESOLVE      on      the      petition     of     henry     PURKITT    AND 
^  others,  privates  in  colonel  SHELDON'S  CORPS  OF  LIGHT 

dragoons,  directing  the  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH 
THE  ARMY  TO  CERTIFY,  &o. 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Purkitt  and  others,  p>'''i^^<^l^ 
in  Colonel  Sheldon's  corps  of  light  dragoons,  and  of  John 
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Lenan  and  William  Jones,  soldiers  in  Colonel  Hazen's 
regiment  J  praying  for  a  bounty  of  twenty  pounds^  prom- 
ised  them  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  June  11, 
1779,  for  enlisting  into  the  Continental  Army  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war^  which  bounty  (they  say)  they 
have  never  received  : 

Resolved^  That  on  the  said  petitioners  making  it  appear, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the 
army,  that  they  enlisted  into  the  Continental  Army  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  that  they  have  been  cred- 
ited to  this  Commonwealth  as  pail  of  their  quota  of 
troops  for  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  they  have  been 
honourably  discharged  and  have  never  received  the  said 
bounty,  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
directed  to  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
who  are  hereby  requested  to  grant  a  warrant  on  the  Treas- 
urer for  the  same,  to  each  person  so  certified,  to  be  paid 
in  two  Treasurer's  notes  of  Ten  pounds  each ;  the  said 
notes  to  be  dated  the  first  of  January^  1784,  one  payable 
in  the  year  1787,  the  other  in  the  year  1788,  on  interest. 

And  whereas  there  may  be  other  soldiers  in  other  regi" 
merits  of  the  Continental  Army  in  like  circumstances ^  and 
who  have  a  just  right  to  the  said  bounty  y  in  case  they  have 
not  received  it  already : 

It  is  further  resolved^  That  any  soldier,  who  is  entitled 
to  the  said  bounty  and  has  not  received  it,  on  applying 
to  the  said  Committee,  and  complying  with  the  terms 
prescribed  in  the  foregoing  resolve,  the  Committee  are 
hereby  directed  to  certify  them,  and  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  grant  warrants  therefor,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  directed  in  the  foregoing  resolve,  for  the  petitioners. 

November  11,  1784. 

Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE  PETITION  OF  DAVID  NTB,  PERMITTING  HIM   (Jhan    86 
TO  ENTER  HIS  APPEAL  FROM  THE  JUDGMENT  OF  THE  MARI-  *  ' 

TIME  COURT,  AT  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  TO  BE 
HOLDEN  AT  BARNSTABLE,  IN  MAY  NEXT,  FOR  REASONS 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/*  David  Nye,  setting  forth  that  the  said 
Nye,  with  others ^  a  few  months  before  the  close  of  the  late 
waVy  attacked  y  took  and  brought  into  port ^  the  schooner  called 
the  Pepp€relll>orough,  William  Todd,  mastei',  and  ladeii 
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with  lumber y  which  with  her  cargo  was  libelled  by  the  said 
Nye,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others ^  in  the  Maritime 
Court  for  the  Southern  District^  and  claimed  by  the  said 
Todd  ;  that  the  cause  was  there  tried,  and  a  verdict  for  the 
claimant,  from  tohich  the  memoi^ialist  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Barnstable, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Barnstable  ;  but  for  certain  rea- 
sons in  the  said  petition  mentioned,  did  not  enter  his 
appeal,  and  praying  that  he  may  now  have  pennission  to 
enter  his  appeal  from  the  Maritime  Court  aforesaid,  at  tfie 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Barnstable, 
in  and  for  the  county  o/"  Barnstable  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted ;  and  that  the  said  Nye  have  pennission  to  enter 
his  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Maritime  Court 
aforesaid,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be  holden 
at  Barnstable,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Barnstable^  on 
Wednesday  next  preceding  the  third  Tuesday  of  May 
next ;  which  Couit  is  hereby  empowered  to  sustain  the 
said  appeal ;  and  the  same  proceedings  may  be  had 
thereon,  as  if  the  said  appeal  had  been  seasonably  entered 
according  to  law,  viz,:  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
holden  at  Barnstable  aforesaid,  on  Wednesday  next  pre- 
ceding the  third  Tuesday  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1783,  being  the  term  of  the  said  Court  to  which  the  said 
Nye  appealed  as  aforesaid.  November  11,  1784, 


Chapter  87. 

Chnn    87  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  DWIGHT,  IN  BEHALF 
\jnujj.  Ol         Qp    ^jjg    TOWN    OF     SPRINGFJBLD,    PEEMITTING     HIM    TO 
EXHIBIT    BEEF   RECEIPTS:    AND    EMPOWERING    THE    GOV- 
ERNOR AND  COUNCIL  IN  THIS  CASE. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Thomas  D wight,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
o/ Springfield,  setting  forth  that  the  said  town  procured 
the  beef  required  by  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court,  but 
have  not  (through  some  mistake)  returned  the  receipts  there- 
for, agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Government;  and  that  eoce- 
cution  hath  issued  against  the  said  town;  and  praying  that 
the  said  receij)ts  may  now  be  exhibited  for  exaynination 
and  alloicance: 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Springfield  be  permitted  to 
exhibit  the  said  receipts  of  beef  to  the  Secretary,  any 
time    I)efore    the    25th   of   November'   instant ;    and   the 
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Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive 
and  examine  the  said  receipts  in  the  same  manner  and  on 
the  same  condition  as  if  the  same  had  been  exhibited  in 
due  season.  November  11^  1784. 


Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE  AUTHORIZING  PBTBR  PUTNAM,  TO  COLLECT  CERTAIN  ChaD     88 
TAXES  MENTIONED,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DASVBRS.  ^' 

Wherecis  it  appears  to  this  Courts  that  the  town  of  Dan- 
vers,  on  the  18<A  day  of  October  last^  made  choice  of 
Peter  Putnam  a  Collector  of  taxes,  to  complete  the  collect'- 
ing  of  all  such  taxes  as  have  been  committed  to  his  father , 
John  Putnam,  to  collect,  {he  the  said  John  being  unable 
to  collect  the  same)  and  the  said  John  prays  that  the 
said  Peter  may  be  empowered  to  collect  the  said  taxes,  he 
the  said  John  to  be  accountable  therefor:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Putnam,  son  o(  John  Putnam, 
one  of  the  Collectors  of  taxes  for  the  town  of  Danvers,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  f|^lly  authorized  and  empowered  to  demand 
and  recover  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  contained  in 
the  list  or  lists  of  assessment  committed  to  the  said  John 
Putnam  to  collect,  which  remain  unpaid  ;  and  he,  the  said 
Peter,  being  first  sworn  faithfully  to  discharge  the  said 
trust,  is  hereby  fully  empowered  to  serve  and  execute  the 
same  warrant  or  warrants  for  collecting  the  said  taxes  that 
have  been  directed  to  the  said  John  for. that  purpose,  as 
effectually  as  he,  the  said  Peter,  might  have  done  in  case 
the  same  had  been  originally  to  him  directed,  so  far  as 
relates  to  collecting  the  said  taxes  ;  and  he,  the  said  Peter, 
shall  pay  the  money  when  collected,  to  John  Putnam,  his 
said  father,  who  shall  be  held  accountable  for  the  same,  in 
the  same  manner  he  was  before  the  passing  this  resolve. 

November  11,  1784. 

Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF   THE    FIRST    PARISH    IN    CAM^   ChaV    89 
BRIDGE,    CONFIRHING   THE   ASSESSMENTS,  AND   EMPOWER-  -^* 

ING  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  SAID  PARISH  TO  ASSESS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge  : 
Resolved,  That  the  assessment  mentioned  in  the  peti- 
tion  of  the    inhabitants   of   the   First   Parish   in    Cam- 
bridge, be,  and  it  is,  hereby  declared  to  be  ratified  and 
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confirmed,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  deemed,  held  and 
taken,  in  all  Courts  of  law,  good  and  valid;  the  objections 
thereto  stated  in  the  said  petition  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  Assessors  of  the 
said  First  Parish  in  Cambridge^  for  the  time  being,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  in  any  future  assessment  by 
them  to  be  made,  to  adhere  to  the  practice  of  their  prede- 
cessors, in  omitting  to  assess  such  lands  and  persons  liv- 
ing thereupon  as  have  never  been  assessed  in  the  said 
parish,  until  the  dispute  between  that  and  the  Second 
Parish  in  Cambridge^  relative  to  the  bounds  between  the 
same  parishes,  shall  according  to  their  proposal  be  ami- 
cably, or  otherwise  adjusted  and  settled. 

Provided  always^  That  this  resolution  shall  not  be  con- 
strued so  as  to  affect  the  right  of  either  parish,  or  to  pre- 
vent their  trying  the  same  in  a  due  course  of  law  when 
they  shall  think  proper  so  to  do.        November  11^  1784. 

Chapter  90. 

Chap.  90  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  mart  coffin,  authorizing 

^  HER  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  ALL  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Mary  Coffin,  shewing  that  her 
daugfiter  Margaret  Coffin,  a  minor,  is  seized  of  one  fourth 
part  of  a.  small  farm,  in  Woburn,  by  the  sale  of  which 
the  interest  of  the  said  Margaret  would  be  much  advanced : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Mary  Coffin  be,  and  she 
hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  all 
the  real  estate  of  which  the  said  Margaret  is  seized  in 
common  with  said  Mary  and  others,  by  deed  from 
Thomas  Austin  Coffin,  and  situated -in  Woburn;  she  firet 
giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  to  account  with  the  said  Margaret,  when  she 
shall  arrive  at  full  age,  for  the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  with 
interest  therefor.  November  11, 1784. 


Chapter  91. 

Char)   91  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  Esther  freeborn,  empow- 

^*  BRING  the  GUARDIANS  TO  SELL  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition   of  Esther  Freeborn,   Indian    wotnan, 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  about  four  acres  of  land,  in 
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Grafton,  in  the  county  of  Worcester, /or  reasojis  set  forth 
in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolvedy  That  Edward  Rawson  and  Willis  HalU 
Esq'rs.,  guardians  to  the  Grafton  Indians^  be,  and  hereby 
are,  empowered  to  sell  the  said  land  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  in  their  said  capacity 
a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  thereof;  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
sale  to  be  applied  for  the  support  of  the  said  Esther  Free^ 
bom^  and  family,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  under 
the  directions  of  the  said  guardians,  they  to  be  account- 
able to  the  General  Court  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

November  11^  1784. 

Chapter  92. 

GRANT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT,  SPEAKER,  AND  TO  THE  CLERKS  OF   ChaV    92 
THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE.  ^  * 

Besolvedy  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  lion.  Sam- 
uel Adams y  Esq ;  President  of  the  Senate,  the  sum  of  Six 
shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's  attendance  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Court;  and  also  to  the  Hon. 
'Samuel  -4.  Otis^  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seutatives,  the  sum  of  Six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  present  session,  over 
and  above  their  respective  pay  as  members  of  the  General 
Court. 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Mr.  George  Richards  Minoty  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  and  also  to  Thomas  Edwards,  Esq  ;  Clerk  of 
the  Honourable  Senate ;  the  sura  of  Thirty  pounds  each,  in 
part  for  their  services  the  present  year. 

November  11,  1784. 

Chapter  93. 

ORDERED  THAT  THE    SECRETARY  AND  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  QhaV     93 
GIVE  NOTICE  TO  SAMUEL  EODGDON,   ESQ;  COMMISSARY   OF  ^* 

MILITARY  STORES,  OF  ALL  THE  STORES  BELONGING  TO  THE 
UNITED  STATES  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  and  Commissary  General 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  give  notice  to  Sam- 


312  1784.  —  OoTOBBK  Session. 

uel  Hodgdouy  Esq ;  Commissary  of  military  stores,  of  all 
the  stores  which  belong  to  the  United  States  that  are 
within  this  Commonwealth,  of  which  they  have  received 
any  return,  or  which  have  come  to  their  knowledge. 

November  12, 1784. 


Chapter  94. 

ChaV     94  OR^ER    DIRECTING   THE    DELEGATES    OF   THIS     STATE   TO   BE 
^  '  PRESENT  IN  CONGRESS  ON  THE  FIRST  OF  DECEMBER  NEXT ; 

AND  THE  SECRETARY  TO  NOTIFY  THE  SAID  DELEGATES. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
Congress  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  severally  directed  to  be 
present  in  Congress  on  the  first  day  of  December  next ; 
and  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  serve  each  of  the  said 
Delegates  with  an  attested  copy  of  this  order. 

November  12, 1784. 


Chapter  95, 

Chap.  95  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOHN    GARDNER,   SHERIFF    OF 
^  '  THE  COUNTY  OF  NANTUCKET,    RENDERING   VALID    ALL   HIS 

ACTS  AND  DOINGS  PREVIOUS  TO  HIS  GIVING  BOND. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Gardner,  Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Nantucket,  representing  that  the  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature requiring  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  in 
this  Commomvealth  to  give  good  and  sufficient  bonds  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty  to  the  Ti^easurer  of 
the  said  Commomceallhy  before  the  next  session  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  respective  counties,  did 
and  could  not,  from  certain  inevitable  circumstances,  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  said  act  till  a  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  had  been  held  in  the  said  county  of  Nantucket,  and 
that  he  officiated  in  his  said  office  without  complying  with 
the  requisition  of  the  act  aforesaid:   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  said  John 
Gardner,  in  his  said  office  of  Sheriff,  prior  to  his  giving 
bonds,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
be,  and  are,  hereby  rendered  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  valid  in  law  as  if  the  said  John  Gardner  had  given 
bonds  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  said  act. 

November  12,  1784. 
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Chapter  96. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  SEVEN  HUNDRED  POUNDS  FOR   DEFRAY-   (Jhav    96 
ING   THE   NECESSARY   CHARGES    OF   THE   COUNTY  OF  MIB-  ^* 

DLBSBX. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  c*junty  of 
Middlesex : 

Resolved^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of 
Seven  hundred  pounds  for  defraying  the  necessary  charges 
of  the  said  county  of  Middlesex^  to  J)e  levied  on  the  polls 
and  estates  of  tbe  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  said  . 
county :  And  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  apportion  the  said  sum  on 
the  several  towns  and  districts  in  the  said  county ;  and 
issue  his  warrant  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or  Assessors 
for  each  respective  town  and  district's  proportion  of  the 
same,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  for 
defraying,  levying  and  collecting  county  taxes,  and  pay- 
ing the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  county,  agree- 
able to  his  warrant  for  that  purpose. 

November  12,  1784. 


Chapter  97. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF  EBENEZER  CRAFTS,  ESQ;    IN  CkaU.    97 
BEHALF  OF  THE    TOWN    OF    STURBRIDGE,   DIRECTING    THE  ^ 

TREASURER  TO  RECALL  HIS  EXECUTION  FOR  BEEF,  AND 
GRANTING  SEVEN  POUNDS,  THREE  SHILLINGS  AND  EIGHT 
PENCE  IN  FULL  FOR  OVER  PAY  IN  BEEF. 

On  the  petition  of  lEihenez^r  Crafts,  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Sturbridge,  praying  that  an  execution  againt^t 
the  said  town  for  part  of  their  quota  of  beef  may  be 
recalled^  and  that  the  said  town  may  be  allowed  for  four 
hundred  and  thirty-one  weight  of  beef  that  the  said  town 
hath  found  more  than  their  quota  ^  their  receipt  for  the  same 
failing  of  being  seasonably  returned  notwithstanding ,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition. 

And  whereas  the  said  Ebenezer  Crafts  hath  made  it 
appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Court,  that  the  said  town 
of  Sturbridge  did  seasonably  pay  and  deliver  four  hundred 
and  thirty ^ne  weight  of  beef  over  and  above  the  quota  set 
on  the  said  town :  Therefore, 
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Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  recall  the  execution  he  has 
issued  against  the  said  town  of  Sturbridgey  they  paying 
the  said  Sheriff's  fees,  and  that  no  further  process  be  had 
thereon. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  ^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  petitioner  afore- 
said, for  the  use  of  the  said  town  of  Sturbridge^  the  sum 
of  Seven  pounds,  three  shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full 
for  the  said  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  weight  of  beef 
aforesaid.  November  12, 1784. 


Chapter  98. 

CkaV     98  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BLIPHAZ  STEARNS,  IN  BEHALF 
-^*  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DOUGLASS,  REMITTING   A   FINE    LAID   ON 

SAID  TOWN  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  of  Eliphaz  Steams,  in  behaJf  of  the  town 
of  Douglass,  graying'  for  an  abatement  of  the  sum  of  ticenty 
pounds ,  being  a  fine  laid  on  the  said  town  for  not  sending 
a  Representative  in  the  year  1782  : 

Resolved  J  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  tiie  said  town  of  Douglass,  the  sum  of 
Ten  pounds,  being  the  one  half  of  the  said  fine. 

November  12, 1784, 


Chapter  99. 

Chan  99  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen,  in  behalf 
'  '  of  the  inhabitants  of  milford,  abating  a  fine  for 

not  sending  a  representative  for  1781  AND  1782. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen,  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Milford,  praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  fine 
for  not  sending  a  Representative  for  the  years  1781  and 
1782, /or  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  Twenty-five  pounds  of  said  fines  be 
abated ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  discharge  the  town  of  Milford  the  aforesaid 
sum,  in  the  tax  granted  in  1783. 

November  12,  1784. 
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Chapter  lOO.  ' 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  OLIVER  PHELPS  TO  RECEIVE  RECEIPTS  ffhaT)  100 
FOR  BEEF  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  GIVEN  BY  THE  SEVERAL  ^'^^F'  ^^ 
AGENTS,  TAKING  HIS  RECEIPT  FOR  THE  SAME. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Courts  that  the 
accounts  of  the  agents  in  the  several  counties  for  collecting 
beef  under  Oliver  Phelps,  Esq;  have  not  been  completely 
settled  : 

liesolvedj  That  Oliver  Phelps y  Esq ;  be  allowed  to 
receive  from  the  Secretary's  office  the  receipts  given  by 
the  agents  aforesaid,  in  order  to  check  the  accounts  of  the 
said  agents  with  the  accounts  by  them  exhibited  to 
the  said  Phelps.  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed 
to  make  a  list  of  the  said  receipts,  and  deliver  them  to 
Oliver  Phelps,  Esq  ;  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

November  12,  1784. 


Chapter  lOl. 

RESOLVE     ABATING      CERTAIN    TOWNS    IN    THE    COUNTY    OP 

LINCOLN, 

Wliereas  there  is  large  sums  in  taxes  due  from  the 
several  towns  and  plantations  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
hereafter  mentioned,  and  by  reason  of  their  being  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  enemy  for  several  years  past,  they 
are  unable  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  taxes :   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  recall  all  the  warrants 
that  have  issued  from  the  said  office  to  said  towns  and 
plantations,  for  taxes  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June 
last,  and  which  have  not  been  paid  into  the  said  office ; 
and  issue  his  warrants  to  the  Assessors  of  the  said  towns 
and  plantations  for  the  sums  respectively  set  against 
them,  viz. 

Newcastle,  Five  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds,  ten 
shillings. 

Waldoboro\  Six  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  ten  shil- 
lings. 

Boothbay,  Four  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds,  fifteen 
shillings. 

Bristol,  Seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds,  ten 
shillings. 


ChajhlOl 
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Edgecombe^  Four  hundred  and  eleven  pounds,  ten  shil- 
lings. 

Warreriy  Twa  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds,  five 
shillings. 

Thomaston^  Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  six 
shillings. 

WaJpole^  Two  hundred  and  seven  pounds. 

Sterlington^  Fifty-eight  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

St.  George's,  Three  hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds, 
sixteen  shillings. 

Medumcook,  Ninety-four  pounds,  sixteen  shillings. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Assessors  of  the  aforesaid 
towns  and  plantations  severally,  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
directed  to  assess  the  same  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  : 
Twenty-three  shillings  on  each  rateable  poll,  and  the 
remainder  on  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  in  the  same 
manner  as  hath  heretofore  been  required. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  sheriff  of  the  said 
county  oi Lincoln,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make 
return  of  all  executions  now  in  his  hands,  from  the  Treas- 
urer aforesaid,  against  the  towns  and  plantations  afore- 
said, with  the  monies  he  has  already  received. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  sum  paid  by  either 
of  the  said  towns  to  the  sheriff  aforesaid,  in  part  of  taxes 
assessed  previous  to  the  first  day  of  June  last,  be  deducted 
from  the  tax  to  be  assessed  as  aforesaid. 

November  12,  1784. 


Chapter  102. 

Chai)  102  RESOLVE  for  bringing  delinquent  sheriffs  and  collec- 

^  *  TORS   TO    ACCOUNT,   DIRECTING   THE    TREASURER    IN    THIS 

CASE. 

Whereas  it  is  represeiited  to  this  Court  that  several 
Sheriffs  to  whom  executions  have  been  committed  against 
delinquent  Collectors,  and  many  Collectors  in  the  several 
towns  and  other  j)laces  in  this  Commonwealth,  have  public 
monies  in  their  hands,  and  unreasonably  and  unjustly 
detain  the  same  for  their  own  emolument,  to  the  great  dis- 
credit of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  injury  of  the  creditors 
(hereof:  For  i^eynedy  whereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  forthwith  to  compel  and  enforce  such  delinquent 
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Sheriffs  and  Collectors  to  an  immediate  settlement,  as  shall 
appear  to  him  to  have  detained  public  monies  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  is  farther  represented^  that  there  are 
now  outstanding  in  the  hands  of  Sheriffs  and  CollectorsTy 
receipts^  order's  and  due  bills  heretofore  issued  by  the 
former  and  present  Treasurer^  which  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  should  be  immediately  brought  into  the  treasury 
in  order  to  compleat  a  settlement  with  the  late  Treasurer's 
administrator y  and  to  know  the  true  state  of  the  treasury : 
Tlierefore^ 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  call  on  all  Sheriffs  and  Collectors  who  have  in 
their  bands  such  receipts,  orders  and  due  bills,  to  bring 
the  same  into  the  treasury ;  and  in  case  the  said  Sheriffs 
and  Collectors  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  return  the  said 
receipts,  orders  and  due  bills,  into  the  treasury,  by  the 
first  day  of  February  next  ensuing,  the  Treasurer  is  fur- 
ther directed  to  compel  such  delinquents  to  a  settlement : 
And  the  said  Treasurer  is  further  directed  to  transmit 
complaints  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Common- 
wealth, against  such  towns  and  plantations  as  have  neg- 
lected to  make  returns  to  him  of  the  names  of  the 
Collectors  of  such  towns  and  plantations  of  whom  the  said 
Treasurer  has  required  any  assessments ;  and  the  said 
Treasurer  is  directed  to  lay  before  the  General  Court  on 
the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  thereof,  his 
doings  herein,  and  an  account  of  the  amount  of  all  such 
receipts,  orders  and  due  bills,  and  payments,  as  may  be 
by  him  received  before  the  said  day. 

November  12,  1784. 

Chapter  103. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING    SHERIFFS    AND  DEPUTY  SHERIFFS,  NOT  (Jhar)  103 
TO    RECEIVE    PUBLIC    SECURITIES    OR    CERTIFICATES  FROM  ^'^^1  '       ' 
COLLECTORS     OF     TAXES,    UNLESS —  AND     DIRECTING    THE 
TREASURER  IN  THIS  CASE. 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  jmblic 
credit  has  suffered  by  public  officers  in  certain  cases,  making 
an  undue  use  of  public  money : 

Resolved,  That  all  Sheriffs  and  Deputy  Sheriffs  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  not  to  receive  any  public  certifi- 
cates or   securities  fi'om  any  Collector,  unless  the   said 
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Collector  shall,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  take  the 
following  oath,  viz. 

I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  all  the  certificates  and  securi- 
ties now  offered  by  me,  to  the  amount  of 
were  received  from  the  persons  named  in  my  rate  list, 
in  discharge  of  the  taxes  committed  to  me  to  collect, 
or  otherwise  without  any  discount  or  premium  what- 
ever.    So  help  me  GOD. 

And  the  Justice  before  whom  such  oath  shall  be  taken, 
shall  give  a  certificate  purporting  that  the  oath  by  this 
resolve  prescribed  was  taken  before  him,  and  shall  therein 
express  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  said  oath ;  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  delivered  with  the  said  public  certificates 
and  securities  to  the  sheriff,  and  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  shall 
not  receive  from  any  Sheriff  or  Deputy  Sheriff  any  more 
public  certificates  or  securities  in  discharge  of  executions, 
than  shall  be  the  amount  of  the  sums  expressed  in  the 
Justices  certificates  which  shall  accompany  the  same, 
unless  the  Sheriff  or  Deputy  Sheriff  shall  take  an  oath, 
either  before  the  Treasurer,  or  shall  send  a  certificate 
thereof  to  the  Treasurer,  that  the  residue  (expressing  the 
sum)  was  received  without  any  discount  or  premium 
whatever. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  shall  not  receive  from  any 
Collector  any  public  certificates  or  securities,  unless  the 
Collector  shall  before  him  take  the  oath  above  prescribed. 

Provided  neverthelesSy  When  the  Collector  shall  send 
the  certificates  or  securities  to  the  treasury  by  another 
person,  the  said  Collector  shall  take  the  oath  above  pre- 
scribed, before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  shall 
deliver  to  such  Collector  a  certificate  thereof,  specifying 
the  sum  sworn  to  as  above  directed,  which  shall  be  trans- 
mitted with  the  said  public  certificates  and  securities  to 
the  treasury,  and  so  much  only  in  the  said  public  certifi- 
cates and  securities  shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer  as 
is  expressed  in  the  certificates  given  by  the  Justice ;  and 
no  fees  shall  be  received  by  any  Justice  for  administering 
the  oath  or  giving  the  certificate  hereby  required. 

November  13,  1784. 


RESOLVES 


GENERAL    COURT   OF  THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF-- 
FOLK,  ON  WEDNESDAY,  THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY  OF 
MAT,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1784;  AND  FROM  THENCE  CON- 
TINUED. BY  ADJOURNMENTS,  TO  WEDNESDAY,  THE 
NINETEENTH   DAY  OF  JANUARY,   1785. 


1784. — January  Session. 
Chapter  1. 

RESOLVE   ENTITLING  JOSIAH  JONES  TO  ONE  HALF  PAY  AS  A   dhnn    1 

SOLDIER.  ^^'"^-  ^ 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  Josiah  Jones,  a  soldier,  who  vms 
wounded  in  the  service  of  the  United  States : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Josiah  Jones  be  entitled  to  one 
half  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  June  the  tenth,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  till  the  further 
order  of  the  General  Court  or  Congress. 

January  21, 1785. 

Chapter  2. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MICAH  RALPH,  AN  INDIAN.  Chnn  2 
EMPOWERING  HIM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OP  A  CERTAIN  PIECE  ^'^F'  ^ 
OF  LAND. 

On  the  petition  of  Micah  Ralph,  an  Indian,  praying 
for  liberty  to  sell  a  certain  piece  of  land,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  Micah  be,  and  hereby  is,  fully 
empowered  to  make  sale  of  all  the  land  mentioned  in  the 
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said  petition,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Janttary  21 , 1 785. 

Chapter  3. 

ChaV     3      RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  PBCHAQUE,  EMPOW- 
^  '  BRING  HIM  TO  SELL  EIGHT  ACRES  OF  LAND. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Pechaque,  Indian  mauy 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  about  eight  acres  of  laml^  as 
mentioned  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  be,  and  hereby  is, 
empowered  to  make  sale  of  the  land  aforesaid,  at  the 
value  it  shall  be  apprized  by  the  Rev.  Zachariah  May- 
heio  and  Mr.  Elijah  Smithy  of  Ghilmark^  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  they  paying  the  said 
Thomas  the  sum  at  which  it  shall  be  apprized  by  the 
aforesaid  Mayheiv  and  Smith;  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  January  21 ,  1 785. 


Chapter  4. 

Chat).    4      RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION  OF   DENNIS  FERNALD,  ESQ;   EM- 
^*  POWERING  HIM  TO  SELL  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Dennis  Femald,  Esq;  executoi*  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  Tobias  Fernald,  late  of  Kittery, 
in  the  county  of  York,  deceased^  praying  (for  reasons  set 
forth  in  his  said  petition)  for  liberty  to  make  sale  of  such 
a  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased^  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  due  therefrom^  tcitfiout 
disposing  of  a  number  of  state  notes  belonging  to  the  said 
estafe : 

Resolved y  That  the  said  Dennis  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  so  much  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  Tobias  as  will  be  sufficient,  together 
with  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  Tobias  (exclusive  of 
government  securities)  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from 
the  said  estate,  and  to  give  and  execute  a  good  and  law- 
ful deed  or  deeds  of  the  same ;  he,  the  said  Dennis,  first 
giving  bond  with  suflicient  sureties  to  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
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bate  for  the  said  county,  to  observe  the  rules  prescribed 
by  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or  admin- 
islrators.  January  22^  1785, 

Chapter  5, 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  WARD,  AND  OTHERS,   Chai).    5 
DISCHARGING  THEM   FUOM  THEIR  TRUST  AS  MANAGERS  OF  •*  * 

LANCASTER  LOITERY,  AND  APPOINTING  OTHERS  IN  THEIR 
STEAD. 

On  the  petition  of  Messrs ,  Samuel  Ward,  Israel  Atherton 
and  tlosiuh  Wilder,  managers  of  the  lottery  granted  for 
repairing  and  making  good  the  public  bridges  and  cause- 
icays  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  praying  to  be  discharged 
from  their  trusty  on  finishing  the  business  of  the  three  first 
classes^  and  that  others  may  be  appointed  in  their  stead: 

Mesolved,  That  Ephraim  Garter^  jun.,  Edmund  Heard 
and  Jonathan  Wilder^  of  I^ncaster  aforesaid,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  appointed  sole  managers  of  all  the  future 
and  succeeding  classes  of  the  said  lottery,  they  taking  the 
oath  enjoined  on  managers  by  the  act  granting  the  same  ; 
and  the  said  Ephraim^  Edmund  and  Jonathan^  shall 
thereupon  conform  to  all  other  rules  and  regulations  in 
the  same  act  prescribed  or  directed,  and  shall  bo  subject 
to  all  the  suits  and  penalties  to  which  the  managers  tirst 
aforesaid  would  have  been  subject  in  managing  the  said 
future  and  succeeding  classes ;  and  that  on  the  said  Eph- 
rairrCs^  Edmund^s  and  Jonathan's  taking  the  aforesaid 
oaths,  and  the  said  SamueVs^  IsraeVs  and  JosialCs  finish- 
ing and  compleating  the  business  of  the  aforesaid  three 
classes,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  act,  on  the 
last  drawing  of  the  said  lottery,  they,  the  said  Sainuel^ 
Israel  and  Josiah^  shall,  by  virtue  hereof,  be  discharged 
from  their  aforesaid  office,  business  and  trust. 

January  22,  1785. 

Chapter  6, 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  RICHARD  PATTEN,  DIRECTING  CJiajy     fi 
THE    TREASURER   TO    DELIVER    HIM    NOTES   OP   THE   SAME  ^'*'^i^' 
TENOR,  AND  TO  TAKE   AN   ACCOUNT  OF  THE  NUMBER  AND 
DATE  OF  THE  NOTES  FRAUDULENTLY  TAKEN. 

On  the  petition  of  Richard  Patten,  a  soldier  in  the  corps 
of  invalids  in  the  Continental  Army,  setting  forth  that 
some  person  had  fraudulently  personated  him,  the  said 
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Richard,  wiih  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners^  and  has  drawn  notes Jor  the  pay  for  his  service^ 
and  praying  that  notes  way  he  issued  to  him  equal  to  those 
to  which  he  was  entitled: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to 
Itichard  PatteUy  notes  of  the  same  tenor  and  for  the 
same  sum  that  the  notes  were  of  to  which  the  said  Richard 
was  entitled  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  take 
an  account  of  the  number  and  date  of  the  notes  fraudu- 
lently taken  out  of  the  treasury  as  aforesaid,  and  such 
other  methods  as  shall  appear  to  him  most  likely  to  detect 
the  fraud.  January  22,  1785. 

Chapter  ?• 

Chap.  7  RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS 
FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL,  AND  GR\XTING  A  TAX  OF 
ONE  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  FOR  DEFRAYING 
THE  CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

On  (he  petition  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Bvhtol, 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  the  examination  of  the  Treas- 
urer's accounts  for  the  same  county,  that  they  are  right 
cast  and  well  vouched  to  September,  1784,  and  that  the 
monies  therein  charged  tcere  applied  fjr  purposes  by  law 
alloived :   Therefore , 

Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  accepted  and  allow^ed. 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices 
of  the  said  Court,  that  the  sum  of  Fifteen  hundred  pounds 
will  be  needed  for  the  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said 
county  for  one  year,  together  with  building  a  goal, 
repairing  of  the  Court  House,  &c.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax 
o{  Fifteen  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  and  estates  lying 
within  the  same,  and  to  be  collected  and  paid,  and  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth.  January  24, 1785. 

Chapter  8, 

ChaV     8      RESOLVE  ENTITLING  RICHARD  CROUCH  TO  ONE  HALF  PAY  AS 
^'  A  COOPER,  FROM  THE  IST  OF  JUNE,  1782. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissar  if 
of  Pensioners^  in  6eAa//'q/*  Richard  Crouch,  coojyer  of  the 
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Continental^  Deane^  frigate^  who   contracted  a  lameness 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Richard  Crouch  be  entitled  to 
one  half  pay  as  a  cooper,  from  the  iSret  day  of  June^  1782, 
till  the  further  order  of  the  Greneral  Court  or  Congress. 

January  25^  1 785. 


Chapter  9, 

KESOLVE   GRANTING    A   TAX    OF   TWO    HUXDRED   AND    FIFTY  Ckaj).    9 
POUNDS   FOR   DEFRAYING   THE   CHARGES   IN  THE   COUNTY  -*  * 

OF  FOfiir. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  o/*York  : 

Resolved^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is*,  granted  a  tax 
of  Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  defraying  the  neces- 
sary charges  of  the  said  county  of  York^  to  be  apportioned, 
assessed,  collected,  paid,  and  applied  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  January  26^  1785. 


Chapter  10. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  LOAMMI  BALDWIN,  ESQ;  SHER-  Chan     10 
IFF   OF  THE   COUNTY   OF   MIDDLESEX,   DIRECTING    HIM   TO  -^  * 

POSTPONE  THE   SALE  OF  THE   ESTATES  MENTIONED,  UNTIL 
17th  FEBRUARY  ^EXT. 

Upon  the  petition  o/*Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq;  Sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  representing  the  disadvantage  of 
selling  for  ready  money y  the  estate  of  Elisha  Cutler,  upon 
execution^  for  a  debt  due  to  the  Commonwealth: 

liesolvedy  That  the  said  Baldwin  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  postpone  the  sale  of  the  same  estate  until  the 
17th  day  of  February  next,  in  order  that  the  General 
Court  maj'  give  direction  respecting  the  same,  and  that 
the  said  Baldwin  give  public  notice  thereof. 

Resolvedy  That  the  same  execution  shall  be,  and  remain 
in  full  force  until  the  said  17th  day  of  February,  and  the 
sale  of  the  premises  then  made,  be  as  legal  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  upon  the  27th 
instant,  according  to  the  advertisement  thereof  by  the  said 
Sheriff.  January  26,  1785. 
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Chapter  11. 

ChaV     11  I^ESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EDWARD  H.  ROBBTXS,  IN  BE- 
^  '  HALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MILTOS,  CONFIttMlNG  THE  CHOICE 

OF  TWO  COLLECTORS  OF  TAXES. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Edward  Hutchinson  Bobbins,  in 
behalf  of  the  tozcn  of  ^\\\ton^  praying  that  the  choice  of  two 
Collectors  of  public  taxes  for  the  said  toicn^  as  made  by  the 
inhabitants  thereof  at  a  legal  town  meeting  on  the  6th  day 
o/*  January  instant^  may  be  qualified  and  confirmed: 

Resolved^  That  the  choice  and  appointment  of  Ebenezer 
Williams  and  Samuel  Horton^  made  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  on  the  sixth  day  of  January  instant,  as 
Collectors  of  public  taxes  for  the  said  town,  be,  and  here- 
by is,  confirmed  and  made  valid,  and  the  said  Ebenezer 
and  Samuel  upon  executing  such  bond  as  shall  be  required 
by  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  town,  and  taking  the  oaths 
requisite,  are  hereby  severally  authorized  and  empowered 
to  use,  exercise,  and  carry  into  effect,  all  the  powere  and 
duties  which  Collectors  are  by  law  authorized  to,  and 
which  they  could  have  done  had  they  been  duly  appointed 
in  March  last,  and  complied  with  the  several  requisites  of 
law.  January  27, 1785. 

s  

Chapter  12. 

Chan    12  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  framixg^ 

x^nujj.    i£i    j^^^^   EMPOWERING  ABRAHAM  BELKNAP  TO  COLLECT  TAXES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  q/*  Framing- 
ham,  jp?'ay?77^  that  Abraham  Belknap,  might  be  efnpaic^ 
ered  to  collect  such  taxes  as  might  be  committed  to  him  hy 
the  Assessors  of  the  said  toton: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  Belknap  be,  and 
hereby  is  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect  any 
tax  or  taxes  that  may  be  committed  to  him  for  that  pur- 
pose, by  the  present  Assessors  of  the  said  town,  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  the  said  Abraham  had  been  duly- 
chosen  a  Collector  of  taxes  for  the  said  town  in  the  month 
of  March  last,  and  also,  that  he  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  penalties,  and  vested  with  the  same  powers  as  the 
other  Collectors  of  the  said  town  who  were  then  chosen, 
are  subject  to,  and  vested  with.  January  28,  1785. 
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Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  TO  BE  ASSESSED  ON    THE    INHABI-   CkaV.  13 
TANT8  AND  ESTATES  OP  THE  COUNTY  OP  flAMPSHIRB.  ^ 

Whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  Genei'al  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  made  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November, 
1784,  that  the  sum  q/*  Seven  hundred  pounds  will  he  neces- 
sary to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  said  county ^  and  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county  for  one  year  then 
next  ensiling:   Therefore^ 

Itesolvedy  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax  of 
Seven  hundred  pounds y  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  on 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and  estates  lying 
within  the  same;  and  that  the  said  sum  be  assessed,  col- 
lected, and  paid  into  the  county  treasury  on  or  before  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March  next,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
county,  and  to  be  applied  and  paid  out  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  January  28 ^  1785, 

Chapter  14. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION  OF  EPHRAIM  FAIRBAXK,  ESQ;  IN   Chai)    14 
BEHALF    OF    BOLTON   AND    BERLIN,  DIRECTING   ASSESSORS  ^  ' 

TO    MAKE    OUT  WARRANTS    AGREEABLE  TO  LAW,  AND  CON- 
FIRMING THEIR  DOINGS.  ■ 

On  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Fairbank,  JEsq;  in  behalf 
of  the  toicn  of  Bolton  and  district  of  Berlin,  shelving  that 
no  warrants  were  given  to  collect  the  county  tax  in  the 
aforesaid  town  and  district^  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one;  and  praying  some  persons 
may  be  empowered  to  give  to  the  Constables  of  the  said 
Bolton,  fur  the  same  year^  warrants  for  the  aforesaid 
purpose: 

Itesolvedy  That  the  Assessors  of  Bolton^  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  empowered  and  directed  to  make  their  war- 
rants in  manner  and  form  as  by  law  is  directed  (mutatis 
mutandis)  to  the  Constables  aforesaid,  and  to  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Constables  aforesaid  ;  and  the  warrants  afore- 
said, made  and  delivered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  good 
and  effectual  in  law,  for  all  future  collections,  as  if  the 
same  had  been  made  and  delivered  to  the  said  Constables 
with  the  lists  or  assessments  of  the  aforesaid  tax. 

January  28 y  17 So, 
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Chapter  15. 

Chap.   15  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  SREARJASHVB  BOURyS,  PER- 
-'^  MITTING  HIM  TO  FILE  HIS  COMPLAINT  AGAINST  NATHASIEL 

HARDING, 

On  the  petition  of  Shearjashub  Bourne,  of  Barnstable, 
in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  Esq;  praying  for  liberty  to 
file  his  complaint  upon  a  default  action  on  a  judgment 
recovered  by  him  against  one  Nathaniel  Harding,  as  set 
forth  in  his  said  petition^  at  any  Supreme  Court  in  this 
Commonwealth ;  he  having  by  unavoidable  accident  omitted 
to  enter  his  said  complaint  at  the  regular  term  appointed 
therpfor : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  Bourne  have  liberty  to  file  his 
complaint  against  said  Harding  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  next  to  be  holden  within  and  for  the  said  county 
of  BarnMable;  and  that  the  same  Court  proceed  thereon 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  by  law  have  done  if  the 
said  Bourne  had  entered  his  said  complaint  at  their  ses- 
sions in  the  said  county  of  Barnstable^  next  after  the  firet 
Tuesday  of  December^  Anno  Domini  1783  ;  any  law, 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

January  28,  1785. 

Chapter  16, 

Chap.    16  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  FDRNISH 
-^  THE    LIGHT  HOUSE    IN    THE    HARBOUR  OF  BOSTOV,  ANNU- 

ALLY. WITH  COAL,  WOOD  AND  CANDLES,  AND  MAKING 
AN  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  THE  KEEPER  AND  ASSISTANTS,— 
A  GRANT  FOR  THEIR  SERVICES,  AND  TO  THE  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Knox,  praying  for  ailow^ 
ance^  d'cfor  keeping  the  light  house  in  Boston  harbour: 

Jlenolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Common- 
.  wealth  he,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  supply  the  said 
Thoniax  Knox  with  the  following  articles  for  the  necessary 
use  of  the  said  light  house,  viz. :  sixty  bushels  of  Charcoaf, 
twelve  cords  of  Wood,  and  one  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
Candles. 

IJe  it  further  Resolved^  That  from  the  fifth  of  December 
last,  the  supplies  for  the  said  light  house,  annually,  be  as 
follows,  viz.  :  Charcoal,  sixty  bushels  ;  Wood,  twenty-five 
cords,  and  Cotton  and  Oil  in  such  quantities  as  from  time 
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to  time  shall  be  found  necessary;  and  the  Commissary 
Geneml  is  directed,  annually,  to  supply  the  said  articles 
siccordingly. 

Be  it  further  Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  the  keeper  of  the  said  light  house  for  the  time  being, 
for  himself  and  two  assistants,  One  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  per  annum. 

Be  it  farther  Itesolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Thomas  Knox^  in  full 
of  his  services,  as  kee()er  of  the  said  light  house,  and  that 
of  his  assistants,  to  the  fifth  day  of  December  last,  One 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Richard  Devens^ 
£aq;  Commissary  General,  to  enable  him  to  furnish  the 
serei-al  articles  enumerated  in  the  first  of  these  resolves, 
Twent y-f our  pounds f  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  same.  January  29^  1785. 

Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE    DISCHARGING    A  CLASS    IN    TOPSFIELD    FROM    AN   ChUD    17 
ASSESSMENT    LAID    ON    THEM,    AND    DIRECTING    ASSESSORS  ^  * 

AND  COLLECTORS  OP  THAT  TOWN  TO  NOTICE  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Treadwell,  in  behalf  of  a  class 
in  the  town  of  Topsfield,  of  which  Thomas  Porter  was 
head : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  that  the  said  peti- 
tioners have  fully  complied  with  the  requisition  on  them 
by  the  resolve  of  the  2d  December,  1780  {excepting  the 
said  Thomas  Porter,  head  of  the  said  clas.^)  :  Therefore^ 

liesolvedj  That  the  said  class  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
severally  discharged  from  the  said  assessment,  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Assessors  and 
collectors  of  the  town  of  Topsfield^  are  hereby  directed  to 
govern  themselves  accordingly.         '  January  29,  1785. 

Chapter  18. 

RBSOLA''B    ON    THE  PETITION  OF  TffO.V^S  PO/?rfi«,  DIRECTING   Chan    IS 
THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCHARGE  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD  ^'*"i^-   ^^ 
FROM    OXE  HUSDRED  AND  FWBSTT-EIGHT  POUSDS,  UPON 
CONDniON,  &c. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  Porter,  shewing,  that  the 
town  of  Topsfield  are  called  upon  to  pay  One  hundred  and 
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twenty-eight  pounds,  for  the  deficiency  of  one  many  as 
apportioned  upon  and  required  of  the  ftaid  toivn  by  a  resolve 
of  the  2d  of  December,  1780 :  And  tvhereas  by  another 
resolve  of  November  Ist,  1782,  the  said  Porter  was 
required  to  procute  a  man  to  supply  the  f^aid  deficiency, 
or  pay  the  sum  of  Eighty-five  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
which  he  hath  neglected  to  dOj  and  the  said  Porter  having 
prayed  the  further  consideration  of  this  Court  thereon: 

Resolved  J  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  discharge  the  town  of  Tops- 
field  from  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  One  hundred 
and  twenty  eight  pounds^  the  said  Porter  paying  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  the  sum  of  Eighty-five 
poundsy  thirteen  shillings^  and  upon  his  neglect  so  to  do 
for  the  space  of  forty  days,  the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby 
directed  to  issue  his  execution  against  the  said  Porter  for 
the  said  sum  of  Eighty-five  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
agreeably  to  the  said  resolve  of  November  1st,  1782, 
returnable  in  forty  days  from  the  date  of  the  same  writ. 

January  29,  1785. 

Chapter  19. 

Ckaj).  19  RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OP    COL.     TIMOTHY    BIGBLOW, 
-*  '  GRANTING  HIM    TWEXTY-NINE   POUSDS,  FOURTEEN    SHIL-  • 

LIXGS  AND  NINE  PENCE, 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Bigelow,  Esq;  setting  forth 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  he  was  a  Major  in  a 
regiment  u'Aerer/ Jonathan  Ward,  Esq;  was  Colonel,  O'^d 
was  made  up  in  a  muster*  roll  for  the  pay  of  the  said  regi- 
ment, from  the  \^th  day  of  April,  1175,  for  three  months 
and  twenty  days;  that  at  the  time  of  making  up  the  said 
roll  he  %vas  in  Canada,  and  did  not  return  from  that  place, 
where  he  was  a  prisoner,  until  the  fall  of  the  year  1776, 
which  was  the  reason  of  his  not  receiving  his  pay  at  the 
time  the  money  was  due  on  the  said  roll:  that  imynediately 
upon  his  return  his  whole  time  was  taken  up  in  raising  a 
regiment  in  the  Continental  sen'ice,  and  that  he  has  never 
applied  for  his  said  wages  until  very  lately,  when  he  was 
injormed  by  the  present  Treasurer  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth,  that  he  7vas  not  at  liberty  to  pay  the  money  upon 
the  former  warrant  annexed  to  the  said  roll,  without  some 
further  order  from  this  Court,  and  that  he  ne^:er  has 
received  any  part  of  his  said  wages  borne  on  the  said  roll. 
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And  whereas  it  appears^  that  the  said  Bigelow  was  made 
up  in  the  aforesaid  roll/or  his  service  aforesaid^  the  sum 
of  Twenty-nine  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
and  it  doth  not  appear  that  fie  ever  has  been  paid;  but  that 
soon  after  the  said  warrant  was  drawn  on  Henry  Gardiner, 
I^sq;  then  Treasurer  of  the  said  Commonwealth^  viz,:  in 
June,  1776,  the  said  Gardiner  settled  his  accounts  with  the 
said  Oommomcealthj  and  was  allowed  the  whole  of  the  said 
warranty  which  included  the  said  Bigelow's  wages  afore^ 
said. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  for 
the  time  being,  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  the 
aforesaid  Timothy  Bigelow^  Esq  ;  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
Twenty-nine  pounds y  fourteen  shillings  and  nine  pence^  in 
full  for  his  services  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  Treas- 
urer charge  the  same  to  the  account  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth against  the  estate  of  the  said  Gardiner. 

January  29 ^  1785. 

Chapter  20. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION    OF  NOAH  MCINTIRE,  DIRECTING   Char)    20 
HIM  TO  MAKE  UP  A  ROLL  FOR  HIS  SERVICES  AT  BROOKFIELD,  ^  * 

AND  ALLOWING  HIM  EIQHT  POUSDS  FOR  NURSING  HIS  SON. 

On  (he  petition  o/*Noah  Mclntivej  praying  for  an  allow- 
ance for  wagesy  doctoring,  nursing  and  providing  neces- 
saries in  sickness  for  his  son,  Noah  Mclntire,yt/n.,  who 
was  a  draughted  soldier  for  the  term  of  six  months,  to 
guard  the  public  stores  at  Brookfield  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted  ; 
and  that  Captain  Benjamin  Freeman,  of  Sturbridge,  who 
was  the  Lieutenant  that  commanded  the  guards  at  Brook- 
field,  in  the  year  1778,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered 
and  directed  to  return  into  the  Seci'etary's  office  of  this 
Commonwealth,  a  muster  roll,  authenticated  in  the  usual 
manner;  in  which  roll  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make  up 
the  aforesaid  Noah  Mclntire,  jun,,  tit  forty  shillings  per 
month  for  the  six  months  that  he  was  a  draughted  soldier 
in  the  public  service,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  ; 
and  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
is  hereby  empowered  to  examine  said  roll,  and  pass  the 
same  for  payment. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this   Commonwealth,  to   the   petitioner 


330  1784.  —  January  Session. 

aforesaid,  the  sum  of  Eight  .pounds^  which  is  to  be  in  full 
for  his  providing  for,  and  for  the  doctoring  and  nursing 
of  the  said  Noah  Mclntirey  jun.,  while  he  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  same  be  chained 
to  the  said  United  States.  January  31^  1785. 

Chapter  21. 

Chap.  21  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ABU  AH  KENDALL.  DIRECTING 
HIM  TO  NOTIFY  ROBERT  WHITE  TO  APPEAR  THE  SECOND 
WEDNESDAY  OF  NEXT  SESSION,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Abijah  Kendall,  setting  forth^  that 
Robert  White  hath  obtained  an  eiToneous  judgment  against 
him: 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  serve  the  said  Robert  with 
a  copy  of  his  petition  and  this  resolve,  fourteen  days 
before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court ;  and  that  the  said  Robert  may  appear  on 
the  same  day,  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  hath,  why  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted ;  and  all 
process  on  the  said  judgment  shall  be  stayed  in  the  mean 
time .  January  31 , 1 785 . 

Chapter  22. 

Chap.  22  RESOLVE    REMITTING    TAXES    IN    DUKES    COUNTY,    ON     THE 
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  SAID  COUNTY. 

On  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  several  toions  in  Dukes  County  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Smithy  Samuel  Norton  and  Shubael  Cottle^  Representa- 
tives for  the  several  towns  in  Dukes  County ^  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  towns  be  exempted  from  paying 
any  part  of  the  several  species  of  taxes  (or  fines  for  not 
raising  of  men  for  supporting  the  late  war)  which  have 
been  required  of  them  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Mas^ 
sachusettSy  since  the  last  day  of  December ,  A.  D,  1777,  to 
the  first  day  of  March,  1783.  The  said  towns  are  also 
exempted  from  paying  their  several  proportions  of  the 
tax  for  three  years  and  three  and  five  months  men,  set  to 
the  said  towns  in  the  State  Tax  granted  in  March  A.  D. 
1783  :  And  the  said  towns  shall  be  only  held  sevei'ally  to 
pay  their  equal  proportion  of  the  State  Tax  for  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred   thousand  pounds^  granted  in  March  afore- 
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said ;  and  also  all  the  arrearages  of  taxes  due  from  each 
of  the  said  towns  before  the  first  day  of  January^  1778, 
excepting  such  sum  or  sums  of  public  monies  as  were 
taken  from  the  Collector  of  the  town  of  Edgartown  by 
the  British  troops,  being  part  of  the  monies  collected  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid ;  to  discharge  their 
public  taxes  for  the  year  1777,  viz.  Three  hundred  thirty- 
six  pounds^  five  shillings  and  three  pencef  in  Continental 
bills  of  credit.  January  31^  1785. 

[The  original  papers  belonging  with  this  Resolve  con- 
tain statements  of  losses  sustained  by  the  towns  in  Dukes 
County  in  1778,  etc.] 


Chapter  23. 


5Z.  KENDALL,  DIRECTING  ChaV.    23 
D  OTHERS  WITH  A  COPY  ^' 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EZEKIEL 
HIM  TO  SERVE  BENJAMIS  KEST  AN 
OF  HIS  PETITION  AND  THIS  RESOLVE,  &o. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Ezekiel  T^enAM^  setting  forth ^  that 
Benjamin  Kent  and  others  hath  obtained  an  erroneous 
judgment  against  him: 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  serve  the  said  Benjamin 
Kent  and  others  with  a  copy  of  his  petition  and  this 
resolve,  fourteen  days  before  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  that  the  said  Ben- 
jamin  Kent  and  others  may  appear  on  the  same  day,  and 
shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner should  not  be  granted ;  and  all  process  on  the  said 
judgment  shall  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

Febi-uary  I^  1785. 

Chapter  24. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  COMMISSARY  OF   ChttD.  24 
PENSIONERS,  ENTITLING ,jBDAfC/\VD  POTTER   TO   ONE-THIRD  ^* 

PAY. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Usq;  Commis^ 
sary  of  Pensioner's^  in  behalf  of  Edmund  Potter,  a  soU 
dier^  who  was  debilitated  while  in  the  service  of  tJie  United 
States: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Edmund  Potter  be  entitled  to    ' 
receive   one-third   part   of  pay   as   a   soldier,   from   the 
twelfth  day  of  June^  1783,  till  the  further  order  of  th^ 
General  Court  or  Congress.  February  1, 1785. 
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Chapter  25. 

Chap.  25  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  john  darling,  directing 

THE  treasurer  TO  ISSUE  NOTES  IN  H[S  FAVOUR,  IN  LIEU 
OF  OTHERS  OBTAINED  BY  A  FORGED  ORDER,  AND  TO  PROS- 
ECUTE THE  OFFENDER. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Darling,  setting  forth ^  that 
wages  were  due  to  him  for  his  service  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Continental  Army ;  but  that ^  previous  to  his  making  appli-- 
cation  to  the  Treasurer  for  his  notes^  a  forged  order  was 
presented  therefor  by  one  John  Baker ^  and  notes  made  out 
and  delivered  accordingly^  wherefore  he  hath  never  been 
able  to  ob'ain  his  said  wages. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said  order 
was  false  and  forged:   Therefore^  % 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  to  the  said  John  Darling^ 
to  the  amount  of  the  wages  due  to  him  as  aforesaid,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law ;  and  to  take  every  possible 
measure  for  detecting  and  bringing  to  justice  the  perpe- 
trators of  the  forgery  and  fraud  aforesaid. 

February  2,  1785. 

Chapter  26. 

Chan.  26  resolve  on  the  petition  of  thomas  stevens,  granting 

^  *  HIM   notes   in   lieu  OF   NOTES  OBTAINED  BY  FORGED  OR- 

DER. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Thomas  Stevens,  setting  forth ^  that 
wages  were  due  to  him  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Continental  Army;  but  that  ^previous  to  his  making  appli- 
cation  to  the  Treasurer  for  his  notes,  a  forged  order  teas 
jyresented  therefor  by  one  Stephen  Curtis,  and  notes  made 
out  and  delivered  accordingly,  wherefore  he  hath  never  been 
able  to  obtain  his  said  wages. 

And  whei^eas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said  order 
was  false  and  forged:   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  to  the  said  Thomas 
Stevens,  to  the  amount  of  the  wages  due  to  him  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  ;  and  take  every  possible 
measure  for  detecting  and  bringing  to  justice  the  perpe- 
trators of  the  forgery  and  fraud  aforesaid. 

February  i,  1785. 
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Chapter  27. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX,  TO  BE  ASSESSED  ON  THE  INHAB-   ChaT)    27 
ITANTS  AND  ESTATES  OF  DUKES  COUNTY,  ^  * 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Dukes 
Co\xi\ty y  praying  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  assess^ 
upon  the  inhabitants  and  the  estates  within  the  same,  the  sum 
of  One  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  to  defray  necessary 
charges  that  have  arisen: 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax  of 
One  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  and  estates 
lying  within  the  same ;  and  to  be  collected,  paid  and 
applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  February  1, 1785. 


Chapter  28. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION     OF     MESSIEURS     ADAMS    AND  ChaV     28 
NOURSE,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  THEM  FROM  -*  * 

ANY  MONEY  IN  HIS  OFFICE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Adams  and  John  Nourse, 
Printers  to  the  General  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
empowered  and  directed  to  discharge  any  warrants  they 
Diay  have  on  him  for  printing  for  the  General  Court 
aforesaid,  out  of  any  monies  he  may  have  in  his  hands, 
and  replace  the  same  out  of  the  first  monies  he  shall 
receive  into  the  treasury  that  is  not  appropriated. 

February  2, 1785. 


Chapter  29. 

ORDER  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  IVES.  Chap.    29 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ives. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ives,  Collector 
of  impost  and  excise  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  with 
the  papers  accompanying,  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General  bf  this  Commonwealth ;  and  that  he  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed   to  enquire   into   the   facts   alledged 
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therein,  and  to  take  such  measures  thereon  as  may  appear 
to  him  consistent  with  the  laws,  and  for  the  interest  of 
this  Commonwealth.  February  2, 17S5. 

Chapter  30. 

Chap.  30  RESOLVE  GRANTING  TWENTY  POUNDS,  TEN  SHILLINGS  TO  MR. 
'*  JOHN  MARSTON,  BEING  THE  BALANCE  OF  HIS  ACCOUNT  FOR 

PROVIDING  A  PUBLIC  DINNER  ON  THE  RETURN  OF  PEACE. 

liesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Twenty 
pounds^  ten  »hillings^  to  Mr.  John  Marston^  in  full  dis- 
charge of  the  remainder  of  his  account  against  the  Gov- 
ernor, for  his  providing  an  entertainment  on  the  25th  day 
of  February^  1784,  on  the  celebration  of  the  return  of 
peace.  February  5, 1 785. 

Chapter  31. 

Char}    31  RESOLVE  granting  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds* 

^  fourteen  shillings  and  ten  pence,  TO  CAPT.   CALEB 

HOPKINS,  AS  STORE  KEEPER  TO  THE  LATE  BOARD  OF  WAR 
OF  THIS  STATE. 

Wfiereas  it  appears  by  a  certificate  from  Thomas  Ivers, 
one  of  the  committee  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late 
Board  of  War^  that  there  is  a  balance  of  Two  hundred  and 
eighty-tive  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  ten  pence,  due 
to  Capt.  Caleb  Hopkins'  account^  as  storekeeper  to  the  said 
board  : 

Resolved^    That  there  be  allowed   and  paid  to  Capt. 
Caleb  Hopkins,    out  of  the  treasury   of  this   Common- 
wealth, the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds^ 
fourteen  shillings  and  ten  pence,  in  full  discharge  for  the 
balance  due  to  him  from  the  late  Board  of  War. 

February  3,  1785. 

Chapter  32. 

i^T  QO  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF  JAMES   NICHOLS,  DIRECTING 

lyfiaj)'  O^  ^jjg  TREASURER  TO  PAY  HIM  FORTY-FOUR  POUNDS,  NINE- 
TEEN SHILLINGS  AND  THRBB-PBNCE  HALF-PENNY,  WITH 
INTEREST. 

Upon  the  petition  of  James  Nichols,  setting  forth  that  in 
December,    1782,   he   lodged  in  the  Treasurers  office  a 
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receipt  given  6y  Henry  Gardiner,  Esq;  late  Trea-surernf 
this  Commonwealth,  in  favour  of  John  Sexton,  a  Collector 
of  taxes  of  the  town  of  Deerfield,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, dated  June  21*^,  1782, /or  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds,  the  property  of  the  said  Nichols ; 
that  an  execution  was  issued  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  said 
county  J  6y  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq;  present  Treasurer,  against 
the  said  John  Sexton,  in  favour  of  the  said  Nichols, /or 
the  amount  of  the  said  receipt,  with  the  addition  offiveper 
cent,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed 
the  second  day  of  November,  1782  : 

Whereas  there  appears  to  this  Court,  that  there  was  a 
mistake  of  Five  pounds,  ten  shillings,  in  the  addition  of  the 
five  per  cent,  in  the  sum  before  mentioned;  that  the  said 
John  Sexton  has  since  deceased,  insolvent,  and  that  it 
appears  that  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
pounds  and  eight  pence  two  farthings  only,  is  received 
by  the  said  Nichols  on  the  said  execution,  and  that  there  is 
due  to  the  said  James  Nichols,  the  sum  of  Forty-four 
pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  three  pence  half-penny, 
together  with  the  interest :   Therefore, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  unto  James  Nichols,  the  sum  of 
Forty-four  pounds^  nineteen  shillings,  three  pence  half- 
penny,  together  with  the  interest  on  the  said  sum,  in  full 
for  the  sum  due  by  the  receipt  aforesaid. 

February  3,  1785. 
1 

Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE   ON   A  REPRESENTATION  OF  STEP  HEN  CHOATB,  ESQ;  /nrx^^     QQT 
DIRECTING  HIM  TO  PAY  THE  SUM    MENTIONED,  INTO  THE  ^'*"i^* 
TREASURY. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Hon.  Stephen  Choute,  Esq; 
agent  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 'jDrayi?igr 
for  direction  in  what  manner  he  may  be  discharged  the 
sumofis'xne  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  which  he  has  received 
in  the  behalf  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  as  rent  for  the 
improvement  q/* Thatcher's  Island  {so  called)  for  the  year 
1783: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Stephen  Choate,  Esq  ;  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury,  ihe 
said  sum  oi  Nine  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  taking  duplicate 
receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secre- 
tary's office.  Ftbruary  4, 1785. 
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Chapter  34. 

Chan.  34  Rksolve  committing  the  machine  for  boring  cannon, 

^  *  AND  A  QUANTITY  OF  COPPER  AT  BRIDGE  WATER,  TO  THE 
CARE  OF  HUGH  ORR,  ESQ;  AND  THAT  A  RETURN  THEREOF 
BE  MADE  TO  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

Whereas  a  machine  for  boring  cannon,  and  a  quantiiy 
of  unrefined  copper^  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth ^ 
are  note  at  Bridgewater,  under  the  care  of  the  Hon.  Hugh 
Orr,  Esq;  and  it  is  judged  expedient  that  the  same  should 
remain  thei^e:    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  machine  and  copper  be  still 
kept  at  the  said  place,  under  the  care  of  the  Hon.  Hugh  Orr^ 
Esq ;  and  that  a  return  be  made  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  the  said  machine,  and  of  the  weight  of  the  said 
copper,  the  weight  thereof  to  be  taken  by  said  Otr^ 
in  conjunction  with  Capt.  David  Kingman^  of  the  said 
Bridgeicater^  who  are  directed  to  make  their  return 
accordingly.  February  5 ^  1785, 

Chapter  35. 

Chan    S5  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  daniel  sournER  and  others, 

-^  proprietors    OF    HULL,    AUTHORIZING    THEM    TO    LEVEL 

W^ORKS  ERECTED  THERE,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL  TO  CAUSE  THE  BARRACKS  TO  BE  APPRAISED,  &c. 

On  (fie  petition  of  Daniel  Souther  and  Thomas  Jones, 
for  themsehe!<  and  others^  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  town 
of  H\x\ly  praying,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  pedtion^ 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  level  the  forty  and  to  have  the 
bairackff^  platforms,  and  small  buildings,  erected  in  the 
year  1776,  by  order  of  the  committee  of  fortifications,  and 
now  standing  in  the  said  town: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  proprietors  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  permitted  to  level  any  works  or  redoubts 
that  may  have  been  erected  in  the  town  of  Hull,  except 
the  principal  foil,  which  it  is  not  expedient  to  demolish. 
And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed,  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be,  to  cause  all  the  barracks  and  platforms  in 
the  town  of  Hull,  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth, 
except  those  in  the  principal  fort,  to  be  appraised,  at  the 
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expence  of  the  said  proprietors,  by  three  discreet,  disin- 
terested persons,  whom  he  shall  appoint  for  the  purpose, 
and  also  call  on  the  several  proprietors  and  others,  who 
have  suffered  in  their  lands,  houses,  or  fences,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  forts  or  barracks  aforesaid,  having  been 
erected,  to  lay  before  him  an  account  of  the  losses  and 
damage  sustained  by  them  respectively ;  and  the  bar- 
racks and  platforms,  except  as  before  excepted,  shall  be 
divided  among  the  present  proprietors  and  others,  who 
were  actually  injured  as  aforesaid,  in  proportion  to  each 
person's  loss  or  damage ;  and  the  Commissary  General 
shall  assist  in  the  division  of  the  buildings  and  materials, 
and  shall,  when  the  whole  is  compleated,  lodge  in  the 
Secretary's  office  the  appraised  value  of  the  barracks  and 
platforms,  and  the  name  of  each  person,  and  the  amount 
of  such  part  of  the  buildings  and  materials  as  they 
respectively  receive.  February  7,  1785. 


Chapter  36. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THAT  THE   DISTRICT  OF   ORANQB  BE  AT   (JhaV    36 
THE  CHARGE  OF  MAINTAINING  FOREVER,  THE  BRIDGE  OVER  ^* 

THE  RIVER  TULLT. 

Resolvedy  That  the  District  of  Orange,  forever  hereafter, 
be  at  the  charge  of  maintaining  the  bridge  over  the  River 
Tally ^  (so  called)  and  the  causeway  on  that  road  from 
said  bridge,  to  the  poles  that  are  laid  going  on  to  the  lit- 
tle bridge  between  the  two  rivers,  which  shall  be  the  full 
proportion  of  the  charges  of  maintaining  the  bridges  and 
roads  in  the  town  of  Athol,  to  be  borne  by  the  district  of 
Orange  for  the  futui*e.  February  8, 1785. 


Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    DINAH    SPBAX,    DIRECTING  QhaV     37 
GUARDIANS  TO  NATICK  INDIANS  TO  DISPOSE  OF  THE  LANDS  ^' 

MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Dinah  Spean,  q/*Natick,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  Indian  woman,  praying  for  libei'ty  to  sell 
several  pieces  of  land  inentioned  in  her  petition^  and  for 
reasons  therein  contained : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  Josiah  Stone,  Esq  ;  Joseph  Thvitchel 
and  Eleazer  Kingsbury,  Guardians  to  the  Natick  Indians, 


338  1784.  —  January  Session. 

be,  and  they  are,  hereby  fully  authorized  to  sell  the  afore- 
said pieces  of  land  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the 
same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof;  and  the 
money  arising  by  the  sale,  after  paying  the  reasonable 
charges,  shall  by  the  said  Guardians  be  applied  the  one 
•  half  for  the  payment  of  the  said  Dinah^a  debts  and  her 
further  support,  as  they  shall  think  reasonable,  and  the 
other  half  of  the  said  money  being  the  property  of  Sarah 
PerOy  sister  of  the  petitioner,  shall  be  put  on  interest, 
and  the  principal  and  interest  reserved  and  improved  by 
the  said  Guardians  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  SaraJi  Pero. 

February  7, 1785. 


Chapter  38. 

Chap.  38  RESOLVE  continuing  a  resolve  directing  the  common 

^  LAW    courts    to    suspend     MAKING     UP     JUDGMENT     ON 

actions    brought    by    REAL    BRITISH  SUBJECTS,    &o.    FOR 
INTEREST. 

M^ereas  the  resolve  passed  the  tenth  day  of  November 
lastj  directing  the  common  law  Courts  to  suspend  render- 
ing judgment  for  interest  on  actions  brought  by  real  British 
subjects  or  absentees^  to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  present 
sessions  of  the  General  Courts  expired  on  the  second  day 
of  February  instant :  and  ivhereas  the  legislature  have  not 
as  yet  obtained  the  sense  of  Congress  upon  the  fourth  arti-^ 
cle  in  the  treaty  ofpeace^  which  provides  only  for  the  pay^ 
ment  of  bona  fide  debts^  as  was  expected^  and  a  further 
time  being  necessary  for  that  purpose:   Therefore^ 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  of  the  tenth  of 
November  last,  be,  and  hereby  is,  declared  to  be  continued 
in  full  force,  and  shall  operate  in  all  cases  as  fully  until 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  as  the  said  resolu- 
tion of  the  tenth  day  of  November*  last  might  have 
operated  previous  to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  present 
sessions  of  the  General  Court.  February  7,  1785, 


Chapter  39. 

Chap.    39  I^ESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOSIAH  bowers  AND  WILLIAM 
^'       *  TOMPSON,     AGENTS     FOR     THE     PROPRIETORS    OF     TYNG*S 

TOWNSHIP. 

On  the  petition  of  Josiah  Bowers  and  William  Tomp- 
son,  agents  for  the  proprietors  of  Tyng's  township^   (so 
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called)  in  behalf  of  themselves^  and  the  heirs  and  assigns 
of  Captain  William  Tyng  and  others^  excepting  the  heirs 
of  Henjamm  Trescott  and  William  Holden,  icfio  have  been 
compensated  heretofore^  to  whom  was  granted  a  township 
of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Merrimack  River ^  between  Sun- 
cook  a7Z(i  Litchfield,  containing  about  twenty-three  thousand 
acreSf  in  consideration  of  their  sufferings  and  services  in 
performing  a  dangerous  march  in  the  winter"  season  of 
the  year  1703,  upon  snow  shoes ^  in  quest  of  the  Indian 
enemy ^  which  tmansfiij)  fell  within  the  government  of  New 
Hampshire,  on  running  the  line  between  the  then  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire, /or  whicJi 
they  have  received  no  consideration: 

Resolved^  That  in  lieu  thereof,  there  be  granted  a  town- 
ship of  land  to  the  legal  representatives  or  assigns  of  the 
said  Captain  William  Tyng  and  his  company,  out  of  the 
unappropriated  lands  within  this  Commonwealth,  which 
is  to  consist  of  six  miles  square,  and  with  the  public  lots, 
is  to  make  the  complement  of  sixty-four  shares,  provided 
that  the  grantees,  within  six  years,  settle  thirty  families 
in  the  said  township,  build  a  meeting  house,  and  settle  a 
learned  protestant  minister,  and  lay  out  one  sixty-fourth 
part  of  the  said  township  for  the  use  of  the  first  settled 
minister,  and  one  other  sixty-fourth  part  for  the  min- 
istry, and  one  other  sixty-fourth  part  for  a  grammar 
school,  and  one  other  sixty- fourth  part  for  Harvard 
College;  and  return  a  plan  into  the  Secretary's  oflSce, 
taken  at  the  expence  of  the  grantees  by  a  surveyor 
and  chainmen  under  oath,  to  be  appointed  and  instructed 
by  the  committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October  j  1783,  on  the 
subject  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coin  J  within  twelve  months  from  this  day,  for  confirma- 
tion :  Provided  also^  That  the  said  township  be  laid  out 
in  such  part  of  the  unappropriated  lands  belonging  to 
this  CpmmoMvealth,  adjoining  to  some  former  grant  to 
the  Eastwara  of  Saco  river,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
committee  aforesaid,  and  also  that  the  rights  of  such  of 
the  original  grantees,  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives, 
who  shall  neglect  for  the  space  of  three  years  after  the 
said  township  shall  be  laid  out,  to  exhibit  the  evidence  of 
their  right  under  the  original  grantees  to  the  Secretary's 
office,  shall  revert  to  the  Commonwealth. 

February  7,  17S5. 
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Chapter  40. 

ChaV    40  RESOLVE   ORANIING  SAMUEL  BRECK,  ESQ;   THREE  HUNDRED 
^*  AND    FORTY-ONE     POUNDS,    FOURTEEN     SHILLINGS    AND 

SEVEN  PENCE,  IN  FULL  FOR  ERECTING  A  HOSPITAL  AT 
THE  WEST  PART  OF  BOSTON,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COM- 
MISSARY  TO  TAKE   MEASURES  FOR  SECURING  THE  SAME. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasurj^ 
to  Samuel  Breckj  Esq;- the  sum  of  Three  hundred  and 
forty-one  pounds^  fourteen  shillings  and  seven  pence ^  being 
in  full  of  his  accounts  of  payments  advanced  for  erecting 
the  hosjiital  at  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  Boston. 

Resolved  farther  y  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  take  proper  measures  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  said  hospital.  Februarys^  1785, 

Chapter  41. 

ChaV     41  RESOLVE  ON   THE  PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LUDLOW,  PER- 
^*  MITTING   THEM   TO  EXHIBIT  BEEF  RECEIPTS,  AND  EMPOW- 

ERING THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO  EXAMINE  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Ludlow, 
setting  forth  that  the  said  town  procured  Three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds  of  beef  in  part  of  the 
several  quotas  of  beef  required  of  the  said  town  by  the 
resolves  of  the  General  Court,  but  through  mistake  have 
not  returned  the  receipts  therefor,  agreeable  to  the  orders 
of  government,  and  that  execution  hath  issued  against  the 
said  town,  and  praying  that  the  said  receipts  may  now  be 
exhibited  fo^^  examination  and  allowance: 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Ludlow  be  permitted  to 
exhibit  the  said  receipts  for  beef  to  the  Secretary  at  any 
time  before  the  twentieth  day  of  March  next ;  and  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive 
and  examine  the  said  receipts  in  the  same  manner,  and  on 
the  same  condition,  as  if  the  same  had  been  exhibited  in 
due  season,  Febrvf^y  9, 1785. 

Chapter  42. 

Char)   42  resolve  on  the  memorial  of  william  wetmorb  and 
^*  sally  wetmore,  administrators  on  the   estate  of 

THE    late    brigadier    WALDO,    DECEASED,    WITH    DIREC- 
TIONS TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

On  the  memorial  of  William  Wetmore  and  Sally  Wet- 
more,  administrators  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Brigadier 
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General  Waldo,  deceased^  praying  that  the  lands^  late  the 
property  of  Francis  Waldo,  Enq;  absentee^  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  and  which  were  confiscated  to  the  lute  of 
this  Gommonwealthy  may  be  held  to  answer  its  proportion 
of  sundry  claims  against  the  estate  of  the  said  Brigadier 
Waldo,  to  which  estate  the  said  Francis  Waldo  teas  an  heir: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  by  papers  from  the 
Probate  Office  and  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  that  sundry 
demands  do  now  actually  exist  against  the  estate  of  the  said 
Brigadier  Waldo,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  pater- 
nal  estate  of  the  said  Francis  Waldo,  JEsq;  is  ansiverablefor 
one  fifth  part :  And  whereas  sundry  lots  of  land  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland  was  part  of  the  paternal  estate  aforesaid^ 
being  in  a  division  belonging  to  the  said  Francis  Waldo, 
and  since  confiscated  by  this  government:   Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  the  estate  confiscated  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland^  as  the  estate  of  the  late  Francis  WaldOy 
Esq  ;  an  absentee,  or  such  part  thereof  as  is  now  unsold, 
be  held  and  applied  to  the  payment  and  discharge  of  the 
said  Francis  Waldo^s  proportion,  being  one  fifth  of  such 
legal  debts  and  demands  against  the  late  Brigadier  Waldo ^ 
as  now,  according  to  law,  remains  unsatisfied ;  and  that 
the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  confiscated  estates  in  the 
said  county,  in  concurrence  with  the  administrators  of 
the  said  estate  of  Brigadier  Waldo, Xfike  measures  that  the 
said  estate  may  be  sold  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  creditors,  as  soon  as  may  be.  And  in 
order  to  prevent  any  fraud  or  illegal  claims  being  recov- 
ered against  the  said  estate,  it  is  hereby  further 

Hesolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  this  Common- 
wealth be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  examine  such 
claims  and  demands  as  aforesaid,  and  to  contest  the  same 
in  the  Courts  of  law,  if  necessary,  and  certify  to  the 
Committee  the  real  amount  of  the  debts  that  may  bo 
legally  recovered  ;  which  certificate  shall  be  their  govern- 
ment in  paying  the  administrators  aforesaid  their  just 
proportion.  February  9^  1785. 

Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION  OY  JOS ATIIAS  CUNNiy GUAM,  AP-  ChaT)    43 
POINTING    A    COMMITTEE    TO    SET    OFF    TO    THIS    COMMON-  ^  ' 

WEALTH,  A  PART  OF  A  FARM,  BELONGING  TO  JOHN  MURRAY, 
AN  ABSENTEE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Cunningham,  ^raymr/  that 
a  Committee  may  be  appointed  to  set  off  apart  ofhisfarm^ 
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in  Oakham,  in  consideration  of  a  sum  of  money  due  to 
John  Murray,  an  absentee^for  ivhich  said  farm  teas  fnort- 
gaged^  and  now  becomes  the  property  of  this  Common- 
wealth : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Daniel  Clap^  Rufus  Putnam^  Esq'rs,  and  Mr. 
Jonas  Howe^  be  a  Committee  to  appraize  and  set  oft\  to 
the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  where,  in  their  opinion  it 
shall  be  most  beneficial  to  the  State,  and  least  prejudicial 
to  the  said  farm,  as  much  of  the  said  land  as  shall  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  and  necessary  charges  ;  and  the 
Committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates  are  directed  to 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  to  the  said  Cunninghain^ 
of  the  remainder  of  the  said  farm.      February  10^  1785. 


Chapter  44. 

Chap.  44  RESOLVE  granting  thirty  pounds,  to  purchase  books 

^  FOR  THE  AGENTS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  CLAIM  OF  THIS  STATE 

TO  LANDS  WEST  OF  HUDSOS^S  RIVER,  AND  GRANTING  THE 
SAID  AGENTS  FOUR  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS, 
AND  APPROVING  THEIR  CONDUCT. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  procure  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  such  books 
as  are  mentioned  in  the  annexed  list,  and  such  other  as  the 
Agents  appointed  to  support  the  claim  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  lands  westward  of  the  River  Hudson  may 
require,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Agents,  for 
their  use  in  the  business  assigned  to  them,  they  to  be 
accountable  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  to  the 
Secretary,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  the  said  books,  the 
sum  of  Thirty  pounds,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  do  furnish  and  deliver  to 
the  said  Agents  such  original  papers  or  copies  of  papers  as 
they  may  require,  taking  copies  of  such  original  papers 
as  he  may  deliver  to  them,  they  to  give  receipts  for  such 
books  and  original  papers  ag  may  be  delivered  to  them  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  return  the  same  into  the  Secretary's 
office. 

Resolved,  That  the  exact  latitude  of  such  point  or 
points,  on  either  or  both  the  side  lines  of  this  Common- 
wealth, be  taken,  as  the  Agents  may  direct,  and  by  such 
persons  as  they  may  appoint. 
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Resolved  J  That  the  sum  of  Four  thousand  Jive  hundred 
pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  to  the 
said  Agents,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expences 
which  may  arise  in  prosecuting  the  business  of  their 
agency,  they  being  accountable  therefor. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Agents,  so  far  as  they  have  pro- 
ceeded, have  discharged  the  important  trust  committed  to 
them,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  General  Court. 

February  10,  1785. 


Chapter  45. 

RBSOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  STEPHEN  CBOSS,  EMPOWERING   (JhuT).  45 
HIM  TO  SWEEP  PENOBSCOT  RIVER  FOR  WRECKS,  &c.  AT  HIS  -*  ' 

COST. 

On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Cross,  praying^  for  reasons   • 
mentioned  therein,  that  he  may  have  liberty  to  weigh  such 
tfxrecks  or  parts  of  wrecks,  sunk  in  the  River  Penobscot,  as 
he  may  be  able  to  get  up : 

Whereas  there  is  a  probability  that  such  wrecks  or  parts 
thereof  sunk  in  the  River  Penobscot,  in  the  expedition 
against  that  post,  as  might  be  saved,  if  sought  for  the 
ensuing  season,  will  be  otherwise  totally  lost:  And 
whereas  Stephen  Cross,  Esq;  has  petitioned  this  Court  for 
liberty  to  sweep  the  said  river  for  that  purpose,  and  it 
appears  that  he  is  well  qualified  for  the  undertaking : 

Resolved^  That  Stephen  Cross,  Esq ;  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  sweep  the  River  Penob- 
scot, and  by  such  means  as  he  may  judge  proper,  at  his 
own  cost  and  charges,  without  any  expence  to,  or  reim- 
bursement from  this  Commonwealth,  attempt  the  weigh- 
ing and  getting  up  such  of  the  wrecks  of  vessels,  or  parts 
thereof,  lost  in  the  said  river  on  the  expedition  against 
that  post,  as  he  may  judge  expedient,  the  said  Cross 
keeping  an  account  of  the  expences  he  may  be  at,  and  of 
the  several  articles  he  may  weigh  and  secure,  and  being 
accountable  to  Congress  therefor,  or  as  shall  hereafter 
otherwise  be  ordered.  February  11, 1785, 


Chapter  46. 

A    RESOLVE    OF     OCTOBER,    4th,    1783,    Char)    46 
BS    CHANDLER   AND    OTHERS   TO   IM-  '*  * 


RESOLVE    CONTINUING 
AUTHORIZING   CUARL 
PROVE    PART   OF  THE    ESTATE    OF    THEIR    FATHER    JOHN 

CHANDLER,  ESQ. 

# 

Resolvedy  That  the  resolve   of  the  General   Coui-t   of 
October  4th,  1783,   authorizing    Charles  Chandler,   and 
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others,  to  take  possession  of,  and  to  improve  part  of  the 
estate  of  their  father,  John  Chandler  Esq  ;  late  of  Worces- 
ter^ an  absentee,  be,  and  shall  remain,  in  full  force  for  two 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  the  resolve  of  July  2d,  1784, 
notwithstanding.  February  11^  1785. 

Chapter  47. 

Chap.  47  RESOLVE  granting  twenty-seven  pounds,  nine  shillings 

^  *  AND    six    pence    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR    SURVEYING 

BAKERSTOWN   AND    ANDROSCOGGIN   RIVER,    IN    FULL    OF 
THEIR  ACCOUNT. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Jonathan 
Greenleaf^  Esq  ;  one  of  the  aforesaid  Committee,  the  sum 
of  Twenty-seven  pounds^  nine  shillings  and  sixpence^  in  full 
of  the  said  Committee's  account  for  the  survey  of  Bakers- 
town  and  Androscoggin  River ^  planning,  measuring  and 
other  services  done  by  the  said  Committee,  as  by  their 
account  exhibited  the  81st  oi  January ^  1785,  and  that  he 
be  accountable  to  each  of  the  said  Committee  according  to 
the  account  aforesaid.  February  11  ^  1785. 


Chapter  48. 

Chap.    48  RESOLVE    entitling    EDWARD  S  harm  an  to  one  third  PAY 
FROM  JANUARY,  1780,  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

On  the  representation  of  3 ohn  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissary 
of  Pensioner's^  in  fieAaZ/" o/'Edward  Sharman,  a  soldier ^  who 
lost  his  right  hand  in  the  service  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Edward  Sharman  be  entitled 
to  one  third  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  the  first  day  of 
January y  1780,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General 
Court  or  Congress.  February  12,  1785. 


Chapter  49. 

Chan   49  resolve  granting  five  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  to 

^*  DEFRAY  THE  CHARGES  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

Wtiei^eas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  made  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  October, 
1784,  tjiat  the  sum  of  Five  Imndred  and  sixty  pounds  tcill 
be  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county  for 
one  year  then  neoct  ensuing: 
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Resolved y  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax 
of  Five  hundred  and  sixty  pounds^  to  be  apportioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  and  estates 
lying  within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for 
the  use  of  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth.  February  12,  1785. 

Chapter  50. 

RESOLVE    DISCHARGING    THE    GUARDIANS    OF    THE     DUDLEY  ChUD.  50 
INDIANS.  OP  SIXTT  POUNDS,  RIQHTBEN  SniLLINGS  AND  SIX  ^  * 

PENCE,  THEY   TO    STAND    CHARGEABLE  WITH    THE  SUM  OF 
TWENTY  POUNDS,  ONE  SHILLING  AND  SIX  PENCE. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Guardians  of  the  Dudley 
Indians  are  chargeable  loith  the  incomes  of  the  said 
Indians'  estate^  from  the  year  1776  to  1785,  at  Nine  pounds 
per  year,  amounting  to  Eighty-one  pounds,  and  upon 
examination  of  the  said  Guardians^  accounts  of  disbur,'<e' 
ynents,  it  appears  they  are  well  vouched  and  right  cast, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  said  Indians,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  Sixty  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence  :  There- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Guardians  of  the  Dudley  Indians,  be 
and  hereby  are  discharged  the  sum  of  Sixty  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  and  »ix pence;  and  that  they  be  further 
chargeable  with  the  sum  of  Twenty  pounds,  one  shilling 
and  sixpence,  being  the  balance  of  their  account. 

February  14,  1785. 


Chapter  51. 

RESOLVE  DEFINING  THE  BOUNDS  OF  LITTLE  FALLS  AND  MAS-  Chan  ^\ 
SABESECK,  IN  ORDER  FOR  THEIR  LEVYING  AND  COLLECTING  ^  ^  i^'  '  ^ 
TAXES. 

Whereas  inconveniences  have  arisen  in  the  plantations 
of  Little  Falls  and  Massabeseck,  in  the  county  of  York, 
respecting  the  levying  and  collecting  taxes,  for  want  of 
determining  the  extent  of  the  said  plantations  respectively : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  plantation  of  Little 
Falls  shall  contain  the  tract  of  land  bounded  as  follows, 
viz.  :  lieginning  at  the  northerly  corner  of  the  town  of  Bid- 
deford,  at  Saco  River,  thence  running  south-westerly  by 
the  head  lines  of  Biddeford  and  Arundel,  about  four  miles 
to  the  easterly  corner  of   Coxhall,  thence  northerly  by 
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Coxhall  to  the  northerly  corner  thereof,  thence  on  the 
course  last  mentioned  to  the  little  Ossapee  River ^  thence 
easterly  by  the  river  last  mentioned  to  Saco  River y  thence 
easterly  by  8aco  River  to  the  place  begun  at. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  lands  laying 
between  Sanford  and  Shapleigk,  on  the  south-west,  the 
river  of  the  Little  Ossapee  on  the  north,  the  plantation  of 
Little  Falls  on  the  north-east,  and  the  town  of  Coxhall  on 
the  south-east,  be  known  as,  and  reputed  to  be,  the  plan- 
tation of  Massabesecky  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court.  February  12^  1785. 

Chapter  63. 

Chap.  52  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

^  plantation    of    MASSABESECK,  in  the  county  of  YORK, 

DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECALL  ALL  WARRANTS 
issued  for  taxes,  and  THE  SHERIFF  TO  RETURN  EXECU- 
TIONS- 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  jylantation  of  Massabe- 
scck,  in  the  county  of  York,  have  preferred  a  petition  to 
the  General  Courts  setting  forth  their  extreme  p*9verty  and 
inability  to  pay  the  taxes  that  have  been  laid  upon  them 
since  the  first  of  January,  in  the  year  1781,  aiid  previous 
to  the  first  day  ofJ\i\y  last^  and  praying  to  have  the  same 
abated: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  recall  all  the  warrants  that 
have  issued  from  the  said  oflSce,  to  the  said  plantation,  for 
tiixes  previous  to  the  first  day  of  July  last,  and  which 
have  not  been  paid  into  the  said  office,  and  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  Assessors  of  the  said  plantation  of  Massa-- 
beseck,  for  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds , 
instead  of  the  sums  heretofore  assessed  upon  them. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  Assessors  of  the  said  plantation 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  directed  to  assess  the  same  on 
the  polls  and  estates  of  the  said  inhabitants  and  non-resi- 
dent proprietors,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Tax  Act 
oiJidy,  1784. 

Also  Resolvedy  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  York^ 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  return  the  execution 
which  he  has  against  the  Collector  or  Collectors  of  the  said 
plantation,  and  if  any  part  thereof  has  been  paid,  that  the 
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said  plantation  have  credit  for  the  same  out  of  the  above 
sum  of  Five  hundred  and  twenty-Jive  pounds. 

February  12,  1785. 


Chapter  53. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION  OF  JIREH  WILLIS,  EMPOWERING  ChttV.   53 
HIM    TO    SELL  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND  DEVISED  TO  HIM 
BY  HIS  FATHER. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  representation  of  Jireh 
Willis,  that  his  latefather,  Samuel  Willis,  did,  in  and  by 
his  last  will  and  testament,  give  and  devue  to  the  said 
Jireh  Willis,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  in 
Dartmouth,  in  the  county  o/*  Bristol,  during  the  term  of  his 
natural  life,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Jireh,  to  Ms, 
the  said  Jireh's  heirs,  in  fee  siinple,  to  be  divided  between 
(hem :  And  whei'eas  it  further  appears  by  the  said  repre- 
sentation,  that  the  said  Jireh  is  unable  to  discharge  the 
taxes  for  the  said  lands  now  due  to  the  Cornmonwealth, 
and  for  the  education  of  his  children,  in  whom  the  fee  of 
said  land  is,  all  which  children,  except  one  absent,  join  in 
the  prayer  of  the  said  Jireh /o7'  the  sale  of  so  much  of  the 
7cest  end  of  the  said  land  as  to  raise  the  sum  of  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds,  jfer  the  payment  of  the  said  taxes 
and  education  of  the  said  children:    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jireh  Willis,  he,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  so  much  of  the  west 
end  of  the  said  land  devised  to  him  by  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  his  said  late  father,  at  public  auction,  he  first 
notifying  the  same  in  writing,  in  some  public  place  in  the 
town  where  the  said  land  is,  three  weeks  successively,  as 
will  raise  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  ttcenty  pounds, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  give  good  and  sufficient 
conveyance  of  the  same,  in  fee  simple,  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  purchase  the  same,  and  such  sale  shall 
be  deemed  in  law  as  valid  as  though  the  fee  of  such  land  so 
sold  was  in  the  said  Jireh  Willis,  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  February  14,  1785, 


Chapter  54. 

RESOLVE    GRANTING  A  TAX   OF    THREE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  (Jhaj).   54 
POUNDS,  TO    DEFRAY    THE    CHARGES    OF    THE    COUNTY    OF  ^  ' 

BARNSTABLE, 

Whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  oj  the  Peace  for  the  county 
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of  Barnstable,  inade  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December 
last^  that  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  will 
be  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county 
to  that  time:   Therefore 

liesolvedj  That  there  be,  and  there  hereby  is,  granted  a 
tax  of  Tfiree  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ^  to  be  apportioned 
and  assessed  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  county,  to  be  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the  use 
of  the  said  county,  according  to  the  law  of  this  Common- 
wealth. February  14,  1785. 


Chapter  55. 

Chap.  55  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  johs  rowe,  esq. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Rowe,  Esq;  praying  that  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  may  be 
empowei^ed  to  grant  his  warrant  to  Commissioners  for  the 
settling  the  estate  o/"  Jonathan  Sewall,  Esq;  for  a  further 
time,  that  thereby  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  exhibit 
his  claim  for  allowance: 

Resolved^  That  «the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills,  &c.  for  the 
county  oi  Middlesex  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  on  application,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
examine  the  claims  of  John  Rowe,  Esq  ;  on  the  estate  of 
Jonathan  Sewall,  Esq ;  for  the  term  of  one  month  from 
the  time  of  their  appointment  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
at  the  expence  of  the  said  Rowe^  that  he  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  exhibit  his  claim  within  the  term  men- 
tioned, any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  14, 1785. 


Chapter  56. 

GhaV    56  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  EPHRAIM  FAIRBAyKS,  ESQ;  IN 
' '  BEHALF     OF     STEPHEN     HUDSON    AND    JOHN    BARNARD, 

directing  the  treasurer  TO  ISSUE  NEW  NOTES. 

Whei^eas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  Stephen  Hudson 
and  John  Barnard  were  soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army^ 
in  Col.  Biojelow's  regiment  and  Copt.  Daniel  Barnes'  com- 
pany^ and  had  wages  justly  due  to  each  ofthe^n^  and  that 
some  evil  minded  jierson  by  a  false  and  forged  ordei*,  has 
taken  from  the  said  soldiers  their  just  due:   Therefore, 
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Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  he,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  issue  notes  to  the  said  Hudson  and  Barnard 
respectively,  in  manner  and  form  as  by  law  is  directed, 
for  the  sums  to  which  they  were  entitled  at  the  time  of 
presenting  said  forged  order ;  and  whenever  the  said  notes 
already  issued  shall  be  presented  at  the  treasury,  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  give  the  earliest  notice 
thereof  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  shall  use  his 
endeavours  to  discover  the  persons  concerned  in  obtain- 
ing the  said  notes  already  issued.        February  14^  1785. 

Chapter  57. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BPHRAIM  WILDER,  DIRECTING  (Jhnrh     57 
THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN  OF  STERLING,  THE  ^* 

SUM    OF   NINETEEN  POUNDS,  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  AND  NINE 
PENCE. 

On  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Wilder, /or  and  in  behalf 
of  the  town  q/*  Sterling,  setting  forth  that  the  said  town  of 
Sterling  was  fined  in  the  Tax  Act  o/'March,  1783, /or  the 
sum  of  Thirty-eight  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six 
pence  y  for  their  neglect  in  not  choosing  a  representative  for 
the  year  1782, />r  reasons  therein  mentioned: 

Resolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Sterling ^ 
in  the  last  State  Tax,  the  sum  oi  Nineteen  pounds^  eight 
shillings  and  fiine  pence^  being  one  half  of  the  said  fine. 

February  14,  1785. 

Chapter  58. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  JUSTICES   OF   THE  COURT   Chaj)    58 
OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  ^  ' 

WORCESTER. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  begun  and  holden  at  Worcester,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  (/December,  1784,  praying  for  a  grant 
of  the  land  hereinafter  descinbed,  together  with  the  privi- 
lege hereafter  also  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
and  accommodating  a  public  county  goal: 

Resolved,  That  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  Worcester 
aforesaid,  lately  owned  by  John  Chandler,  Esq ;  and  con- 
fiscated to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  bounded  as 
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follows,  viz. :  Bec;inning  at  Timothy  Bigelow^s  corner,  by 
the  county  road,  by  the  stream  called  Swift  Hivet';  then 
running  southwardly  on  the  said  Bigelow's  line  fourteen 
.  rods,  to  a  black  alder,  marked;  then  eastwardly  eight 
rods,  to  a  stake  and  stones;  then  northwardly  sixteen 
rods,  to  a  post  in  a  garden  fence,  about  ten  feet  eastward 
of  a  well  by  the  aforesaid  road  ;  then  westwardly  by  the 
said  road,  about  thirteen  rods,  to  the  first  mentioned 
boundary  ;  together  with  a  privilege  of  making  and  keep- 
ing open  a  canal  from  the  goal  thereon  to  be  erected  to 
the  stream  aforesaid,  extending  southwardly,  about  eight 
rods  from  the  land  before  described,  —  be,  and  hereby  is, 
granted  to  the  county  of  Worcester ^  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  erecting  and  accommodating  a  Public  Goal  in  the  said 
county,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  county, 
so  long  as  the  same  county  shall  continue  and  maintain  a 
Public  Goal  thereon,  or  shall  rebuild  the  same ;  and  this 
resolve  when  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in  the 
same  county,  and  in  the  records  of  the  said  Court  of  Ses- 
sions, shall  be  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to  "hold  the  above 
granted  premises  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

February  14,  1785. 

*  Chapter  69. 

ChaV'  59  RESOLVE  empowering  the  overseers  of  boston  to  con- 

^'  TRACT  for  taking  CARE  OF  STATE  SICK. 

Resolved,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town 
of  Boston  be  empowered  to  contract  with  a  physician  to 
attend  upon  and  provide  medicines  for  such  sick  persons, 
being  of  the  poor  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  as 
now  are  or  may  be  in  the  alms  house  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
*  ton,  till  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

February  16,1785. 

Chapter  60. 

Chat).  60  RESOLVE  ON  the    PETITION  OF    LOAMMI  BALDWIN,    SHERIFF 
^'  OF    THE    COUNTY    OF    MIDDLESEX,     EMPOWERING    HIM   TO 

RECEIVE  CONSOLIDATED  NOTES  FOR  THE  ESTATE  OF  ELISHA 
CUTLER, 

On  the  petition  of  Loammi  Baldwin,  JSsq;  Sheriff  of 
the  county  o/*  Middlesex,  respecting  the  sale  of  the  estate  of 
Elisha  Cutler,  of  Waltham,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  in 
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which  execution  has  been  extended  in  favour  of  this  Com- 
monwealth : 

Whereas  the  said  Baldwin,  by  a  resolve  of  this  Courts 
has  been  directed  to  postpone  the  sale  of  the  aforesaid 
estate  until  the  nth  instant: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Baldwin  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
empowered  to  receive  specie  or  consolidated  notes  of  this 
Commonwealth,  (as  he  shall  judge  most  for  the  interest 
of  government)  for  the  estate  of  the  said  Elisha  Cutler^ 
any  law^  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  16,1785. 


Chapter  61. 

RESOLVE    ON     THE    PETITION    OF    SAMUEL    WBITB,    TIMOTHY  (JhaV*   61 
WHITE  AND    PHILLIPS    WHITE,    ALLOWING   AN   APPEAL  TO  ^* 

THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  PROBATE. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  White,  Timothy  White  and 
Phillips  White,  praying  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Probate  9  as  therein  set  forth: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel,  Timothy  and  Phillips, 
or  either  of  them,  have,  and  they  are  hereby  granted, 
leave  to  appeal  from  the  said  decree  of  the  said  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  allowing  the  account 
of  William  White,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Wil- 
liam White,  deceased ;  to  claim  the  same  in  the  said 
Court  of  Probate ;  and  to  enter  the  same  at  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Probate,  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August  next ;  and  to  prose- 
cute the  said  appeal  to  effect,  in  the  same  manner  and 
form  as  if  the  same  had  been  prosecuted  in  due  season ; 
any  thing  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  17,  1785. 

Chapter  62. 

RESOLVE  ON    THE    PETITION    OF   THE    SELECTMEN    OF    FEEE-  QJiaT)     62 
TOWN,  GRANTING  THIRTEEN  POUNDS,  ONE  SHILLING  AND  ^'^^1  ' 
FOUR  PENCE,  TO  JOHN  HAMBLETON. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Freetown,  setting 
forth,  that  through  a  mistake,  John  Hambleton  of  the  said 
town,  was  neglected  in  being  made  up  in  a  pay  roll,  who 
nerved  for  the  term  of  six  months,  for  the  said  toirn,  in  the 
Continental  Army,  in  the  year  1780,  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  his  wages  for  the  above  service: 
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Resolved y  That  there  he  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  Hainbleton^ 
Thirteen  j^otnidsy  one  shilling  and  four  pence^  in  full  for  the 
above  service.  February  17 ^  1785. 

Chapter  63. 

Chap.  63  RESOLVE  on  the  memorial  of  isaac  bacon,  one  of  the 

^  CONSTABLES    OF    THE    TOWN    OF    BARNSTABLE,    FOR    1774, 

DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER   TO    RECEIVE    CERTAIN    BILLS 
OF  OLD  MONEY. 

Wliei^eas  it  appears  to  this  Court  by  the  memorial  of 
Isaac  Bacon,  one  of  the  Constables  of  the  town  of  Barn- 
stable,/or  the  year  1774,  and  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same,  that  a  bill  of  assessment  for  the  sum  o/"  Forty-four 
pounds,  three  shillings  and  six  pence  was  committed  to  him 
to  collect,  and  Fourteen  pounds,  three  shillings  and  six 
pence,  part  of  the  said  sum,  still  remains  due  to  this  Com-- 
monwealthy  which  sum  o/" Fourteen  pounds,  three  shillings 
and  six  pence,  the  said  Bacon  received  in  paper  currency, 
and  tendered  the  Treasurer  in  due  season,  but  through 
mistake  he  was  not  then  discharged  of  the  same,  and  he 
prays  that  an  order  may  noiv  pass  for  his  discharge^  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  of  the  said  Isaac 
Bacon,  the  sum  of  Fourteen  pounds,  three  shillings  and  six 
pence,  in  continental  bills  of  the  old  emission,  and  give  to 
the  said  L^aac  Bacon  a  discharge  for  the  said  sum,  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  17,  1785. 


Chapter  64. 

Char)  64  resolve  on  the  petition  of  eli  keys,  granting  him 
^  '  liberty  to  enter  his  appeal  in  the  action  mentioned, 

he  notifying  SAMUEL  WARD  TO   SHEW   CAUSE,   AND   DIS- 
CHARGING said  keys  from  goal,  he  GIVING  BONDS. 

Uj)on  the  petition  of  Eli  Keys,  praying  that  he  7nay 
have  liberty  to  enter  an  appeal  upon  a  writ  of  Scire  Facias 
sued  out  against  him  by  Samuel  Ward,  at  a  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  held  at  Worcester,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Worcester,  on  the  second  Tuesday  o/"  June  last, 


1784. — January  Session.  353 

and  on  the  return  of  which  the  said  Keys  was  defaulted^ 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  Eli  Keys  have  liberty  to  enter 
his  appeal  in  the  action  aforesaid,  at  the  next  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  to  be  held  at  Worcester^  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Worcester^  on  the  Tuesday  next  preceding 
the  last  Tuesday  of  April  next,  and  to  avail  himself  of 
any  plea  or  pleas  to  which  he  is  by  law  entitled  :  And  the 
Justices  of  the  same  Court  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  the  same  cause,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  had  come  regularly  before  them,  the 
said  Eli  Keys  notifying  the  said  Samnel  Ward^  by  leav- 
ing an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve  fourteen  days  at  least 
before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Be^olved,  That  the  said  Eli  Keys  be 
discharged  from  goal,  on  his  giving  bonds  to  prosecute 
the  said  appeal  to  effect,  and  also  to  respond  the  judg- 
ment that  may  be  recovered  against  him. 

February  18,  1785. 


Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  HUGH  ORR,  AND  OTHERS.  A  COMMITTEE  CkaV*  65 
TO  PURCHASE  A  BARRACK  AT    CAMBRIDGE,  TO    SELL   CER-  ^* 

TAIN  MILITARY  STORES,  AND  FOR  REMOVING  AND  DISPOS- 
ING OTHERS  AS  DIRECTED,  GRANTING  THEM  ONE  HUNDRED 
AND  FIFTY  POUNDS  TO  EXECUTE  THE  BUSINESS. 

Resolved,  That  Hugh  Orr  and  Caleb  Davis,  Esq'rs. 
together  with  the  Commissary  General,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  sell,  for  the  most  they  can  obtain,  all  such  shells  and 
broken  cannon,  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth,  as 
are  unfit  for  service. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  said  Hugh  Orr  and  others, 
as  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  are,  authorized  and  directed 
to  purchase,  for  the  use^of  this  Commonwealth,  a  bar- 
rack, l)eing  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  and  in  which  a 
quantity  of  shells  and  shot  are  now  deposited,  provided 
they  can  obtain  the  said  barrack  for  a  reasonable  price, 
and  provided  also  they  can  obtain  permission  from  the 
proprietors  of  the  land  on  which  the  said  barrack  stands, 
for  the  same  to  remain  on  the  said  land ;  and  on  pro- 
curing the  barrack  as  aforesaid,  the  .said  Hugh  Orr  and 
others,  as  aforesaid,  are  further  directed  to  remove  all  such 
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shells  and  shot  as  are  in  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Water^ 
towuy  and  deposit  them  therein,  to  be  kept  under  the  care 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Commonwealth,  until 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

And  the  said  Hugh  Orr  and  others,  as  aforesaid,  are 
further  directed  to  remove  all  the  cannon  in  the  town  of 
Boston,  or  elsewhere,  excepting  such  as  are  in  any  forts 
or  garrisons  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  to  the 
Castle  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  the  commander  of 
which  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  and  take  care  of  the 
same. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  military  and 
other  stores  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  now  depos- 
ited in  a  large  building  called  the  Grainery,  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  which  it  is  necessary  should  be  removed: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Hugh  Oit  and  others,  as  afore- 
said, be,  and  they  are,  further  directed  to  remove  all  the 
stores  deposited  in  the  said  building,  either  to  the  Castle 
or  the  barrack  at  Cambridge,  as  they  shall  judge  best, 
excepting  such  of  them  as  they  may  judge  will  not  be  fit 
for  public  service,  which  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  sell. 

And  to  enable  the  said  Hugh  Orr  and  others,  as  afore- 
said, to  prosecute  the  business  assigned  them  by  these 
resolves.  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  said  Hugh  Orr 
and  others,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  and  to 
lay  their  accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  settle- 
ment, as  soon  as  may  be.  February  21, 1785. 


Chapter  66. 

Char)  66  Resolve  directing  the  committee  for  settling  public 

^'  ACCOUNTS  TO  SETTLE  WITH  JOHN  LUCAS,  COMMISSARY   OF 

PENSIONERS,  TO  THE  FIRST  OF    JANJJART,  1785. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  state  the 
accounts  of  this  Commonwealth,  he,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary 
of  Pensioners,  up  to  the  first  day  o(  January,  1785,  and 
the  said  Committee  are  further  directed  to  lay  the  said  set- 
tlement before  the  General  Court  as  soon  as  may  be. 

February  21  y  1785. 
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Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  ROWB,  ESQ;    GRANTING  CkuV.   67 
HIM  EIQHTY-FOUR  FOUNDS,  FIVE  SHILLINGS,  AS  ATTORNEY  ^ 

TO    THOMAS  GRIFFITHS,  OF  BRISTOL,    FOR   REASONS    MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Rowe,  JSsq;  who  has  repre- 
sented and  made  it  appear  to  this  Courts  that  a  quantity  of 
brass  kettles^  the  property  o/"  Thomas  GriflSths,  of  Bristol, 
in  Great  Britain,  was  taken  by  mistake  by  the  Committee 
of  Sequestration^  and  sold  as  the  property  of  William 
Jackson,  an  absentee: 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  liowe^  as  attorney  to  the  said 
Cfrijffithsy  the  sum  of  Eighty-four  pounds  y  five  shillings j  in 
full  compensation  for  the  said  kettles. 

February  21  y  1785. 


Chapter  68. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  SWAN,  DIRECTING  THE  Cha'D     68 
JUDGE   OF    PROBATE    OF    PLYMOUTH  TO  APPOINT    COMMIS-  -'^' 

SIGNERS    TO    EXAMINE    THE    CLAIMS    ON    THE    ESTATE    OF 
PETER  OLIVER,  AND  PETER  OLIVER,  JUNIOR. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Swan,  j^rayin^^  that  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  may  be  empow- 
ered  to  grant  his  warrant  to  Commissioners  for  the  settling 
the  estates  of  Peter  Oliver,  and  Peter  Oliver,  jun.y  Esq'rs; 
for  a  further  time^  that  thereby  he  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  exhibiting  his  claim  for  allowance: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills  &c.,  for  the 
county  of  Plymouth^  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  on  application,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
examine  the  claim  of  James  Swan^  as  executor  of  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  the  deceased  William  Dennie,  on 
the  aforesaid  estates  of  Peter  Oliver  and  Petei*  Oliver^ 
jun.,  Esq'rs ;  for  the  tenii  of  one  month  from  the  time  of 
their  appointment  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  at  the 
expence  of  the  said  Sivan^  that  he  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  exhibit  his  claim  within  the  term  mentioned  ;  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  21,1785. 
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Chapter  69. 

Chap.  69  RESOLVE  granting  five  thousand  pounds  to  the  com- 

^  MISSARY  OF  PENSIONERS.  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 

IN  WHAT  MANNER  TO  PAY  SAID  SUM,  AND  TO  DRAW  ON  THE 
TREASURY  FOR  AMOUNT  OF  PENSIONS  PAID. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of  Pen- 
sio7ierSj  praying  for  a  grant  of  money  to  enable  him  to 
pay  the  balances  due  to  the  pensioners  recorded  in  his 
office: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  John  Lucas,  Commis- 
sary of  Pensioners,  the  sum  of  Five  thousand  pounds,  to 
enable  him  to  pay  the  several  balances  due  to  the  pen- 
sioners recorded  in  his  office. 

And  it  is  further  resolved.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  pay  the  sum  granted  by  this  resolve,  in  cer- 
tificates in  favour  of  such  persons  and  for  such  sum  as 
the  said  Commissary  shall  request ;  which  certificates 
shall  be  received  in  all  taxes  heretofore  granted,  (except- 
ing the  two  Continental  taxes  granted  in  the  year  1781, 
and  excepting  also  the  tax  granted  the  last  year  for 
the  redemption  of  the  army  notes,  so  called,)  and  also 
monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  lands  belonging  to 
this  Commonwealth,  which  are  ordered  by  government  to 
be  sold. 

Also  resolved.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  draw  on  the  Superin- 
tendant  of  Finance  or  Treasury  Board  of  the  United 
States,  (agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed 
the  23d  of  April,  1782,)  for  the  sum  of  Twelve  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  five 
pence,  being  the  amount  of  pensions  already  paid,  and 
which  became  due  the  first  day  of  January,  1785.  And 
the  Treasurer  aforesaid  is  further  directed  to  transmit, 
with  his  draft,  an  attested  list  of  the  Continental  pen- 
sioners in  this  Commonwealth,  together  with  the  amount 
of  their  respective  pensions,  to  the  first  day  of  January, 
1785.  February  21, 1785. 


1784. — JAmjARY  Session.  367 


Chapter  70. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  JOBS  DBMING  AND  OTHERS,  Chap.    70 
A  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  ACCOUNTS,  RELATIVE  TO  ^ 

A  SETTLEMENT  WITH  WILLIAM  IMLAT,  ESQ;  ELECTED  BY 
CONGRESS  TO  RECEIVE  AND  ALLOW  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AND  EM- 
POWERING THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  IN  THIS  CASE,  &c. 

Wliereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  by  the  Committee 
appointed  to  exhibit  the  claims  of  this  Commonwealth 
against  the  United  States^  that  differences  in  opinion  have 
arisen  between  them  and  William  Imlay,  Esq ;  Commis- 
sioner^ appointed  by  Congress  to  receive  and  allov)  the 
samey  on  the  propriety  of  certain  charges  made  by  this 
Commonwealth  against  the  United  States, 

Resolvedy  That  where  any  such  disap^reement  has  already 
arisen,  or  may  hereafter  take  place,  the  committee  afore- 
said, be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  represent  the 
same,  with  their  opinion  thereon,  to  the  Governor,  who, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council,  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  consider  of  such  representations ;  and  in  all 
instances  in  which  it  shall  appear  to  the  Governor  and 
Council,  that  any  article  or  articles  with  respect  to  which 
such  disagreement  exists,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, that  thereupon  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  requested  to  represent  the  same  to  the  Delegates  repre- 
senting the  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  and  instruct 
them  to  use  their  influence  that  the  Commissioner  afore- 
said be  directed  to  allow  the  same. 

It  is  further  Resolved y  That  the  Committee  aforesaid, 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  keep  a  separate 
account  of  all  charges  by  them  exhibited  to  the  said 
Commissioner,  and  not  allowed  by  him,  and  lay  the  same 
from  time  to  time  before  the  General  Court  for  their  con- 
sideration thereon.  February  22 y  1785. 


Chapter  71. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION    OF    OLIVER   WITT,  DISCHARGING  QhaV     71 
HIM    OF    FOUR    HUNDRED    POUNDS,    RECOVERED    AGAINST  -^* 

HIM,  AND  THAT  EXECUTION  BE  DONE  FOR  THE  REMAINDER. 

On  the  petition  of  Oliver  Witt,  praying  relief  from  a 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  Commonwealth  against  him: 
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Resolved^  That  Four  hundred  pounds  of  the  debt  recov- 
ered against  the  said  Oliver^  be,  and  hereby  is,  discharged, 
and  that  execution  be  done  for  the  remainder  of  the  said 
judgment,  with  incidental  charges,  in  due  form  of  law. 

February  22, 1785. 


Chapter  72. 
Chap.  72  RESOLVE  empowering  jony  baker  and  jony  choate, 

^  *  ESQR'S;  TO  TAKE  THE  COMPLAINT  OF  WILLIAM  PRESCOTT, 

A  PRISONER  FOR  DEBT  IN  IPSWICH  GOAL,  AND  TO  ADMIN- 
ISTER AN  OATH  PRESCRIBED  IN  AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF 
OF  POOR  PRISONERS  FOR  DEBT,  AND  TO  CAUSE  THE  CRED- 
ITOR TO  BE  NOTIFIED. 

Whereas  William  Prescott  is  now  a  prisoner  for  debt  or 
damages  in  the  common  goal  in  Ipswich,  tn  the  county  of 
Essex,  at  the  suit  of  Mary  Connor,  and  he  having  com- 
plained that  he  hath  not  estate  sufficient  to  support  himself 
in  prison,  the  keeper  of  the  said  prison  hath  thereupon 
7nade  application  to  Stephen  Choate  and  John  Baker, 
EsqWs;  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  the  said  county^ 
quorum  unus,  who  have  appointed  Friday^  the  twenty^ 
fifth  day  of  February  cui^ent^  to  take  the  said  coviplaint 
into  consideration^  and,  if  proper  so  to  do,  to  administer 
to  the  said  William,  the  oath  presa^ibed  in  and  by  a  laxo 
of  this  Commonwealth^  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
poor  prisoners  for  debt"  and  caused  the  said  creditor,  hfr 
agent  or  attorney,  to  be  notified  thereof;  and  it  being 
made  to  appear  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  Stephen 
Choate,  Fsq;  cannot  attend  at  the  time  appointed  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  William  is  in  such  a 
state  of  health,  that  his  life  will  be  endangered  if  he  should 
be  continued  in  prison  until  a  new  process  should  be  com- 
menced and  prosecuted  for  the  purpose  of  entitling  him  to 
the  benefit  of  the  law  aforesaid: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Baker,  and 
John  Choate,  Esq  ;  another  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
said  county,  (they  neither  of  them  being  of  the  quorum) 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  fully  to  hear  and 
determine  on  the  subject  of  the  complaint  aforesaid,  to 
administer  to  the  said  William  (if  they  shall  think  proper 
so  to  do)  the  oath  aforesaid,  and  in  all  things  to  conduct 
themselves  as  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  the  said 
county  of  Essex,  quorum  unus,  might  or  could  conduct 
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upon  the  complaint  and  notification  aforesaid;  and  the 
doings  of  the  said  John  Baker  and  John  Ghoate^  in  the 
premises,  shall  have  the  same  effects  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  the  same  had  been  transacted 
by  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  same  county,  quorum 
unus^  any  law  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

February  23,  1785. 


Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  RUGGLBS,  GRANTING   QhaV.  73 
HIM    TWO    HUNDRED   EIGHTEEN  POUNDS,  SIXTEEN  SHIL-  ^* 

LINGS  AND  EIGHT  PENCE,  FOR  SUPPLIES   TO   CAPT.   AMOS 
LINCOLN'S  COMPANY  OF  STATE  TROOPS. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Ruggle&,  praying  for  allou^ 
ance  for  supply inff  Copt.  Lincoln's  company  of  State 
troops  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  Joseph  Ruggles 
supplied  the  company  of  State  artillery,  under  the  com-- 
mand  of  Oapt.  Lincoln,  ^rom  the  first  day  of  May,  1783, 
to  the  iOth  of  August  in  the  same  year  inclusive,  amount- 
ing, in  the  whole,  agreeable  to  the  contract  price  given  by 
the  Continent,  to  Two  hundred  eighteen  pounds,  sixteen 
shillings  and  eight  pence, /o?'  which  supplies  he  has  pro- 
duced  sufficient  vouchers : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Joseph  Ruggles,  Two 
hundred  eighteen  pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence, 
in  full  satisfaction  for  the  said  supplies. 

February  23,  1785. 


Chapter  74. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF   /.  HUBBARD,  IN    BEHALF  OF  ChaV.    74 
KITTERT,    IN   THE    COUNTY    OF     TORK,    REQUIRING    JOHN  ^ 

SWETT,  ESQ;  TO  RETURN  ALL  EXECUTIONS  ISSUED  BY 
TREASURER  FOTE  TO  JOSEPH  PLAISTED,  ESQ;  THEN  SHER- 
IFF, TO  THE  TREASURER  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas  William  Foye,  IJsq;  deceased,  formerly  Treas- 
urer  of  the  Province  of  Massaclmsetts  Bay,  issued  execu- 
tions against  divers  Constables  in  the  several  tovms  in  the 
county  of  York, /or  the  balances  due  to  Government  from 
them  respectively,  which  executions  were  delivered  to  Joseph 
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Plaisted,  Esq;  then  Sheriff  of  the  said  county^  hut  since 
deceased:  And  whereas  it  is  represented^  that  the  said 
Sheriff  in  his  life  time  nevei*  convpleated  the  collection  of 
the  several  sums  due  on  the  said  executions^  which  afei*  his 
decease  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  administrators^  Joseph 
Plaisted  and  Paul  Nowel  \,and  after  their  decease  fell  into  the 
hands  of  John  Swett,  q/*  York,  in  the  said  county^  Esq;  as 
administrator  de  bonis  non,  in  whose  possession  they  note 
remain :  And  whereas  it  is  further  represented^  that  the 
administrators  aforesaid  received  divers  sums  in  part  pay- 
ment  of  the  said  executions^  besides  those  received  by  the 
Sheriff  in  his  life  time^  which  sums  are  indorsed  on  the 
said  executions:  Therefore^  to  the  intent  that  justice  may 
be  done  to  the  several  towns  and  constables  concerned^  as 
well  as  with  regard  to  the  estate  of  the  Sheriffs  deceased: 

liesolved,  That  the  said  John  Swett,  Esq  ;  in  his  said 
capacity,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  and  required  to 
return  into  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, all  the  executions  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June  next,  and  certify  the  same  on  oath : 
And  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  receive  the  said  execu- 
tions and  ^ive  a  certificate  thereof  to  the  said  John, 
specifying  the  several  indorsements  on  each  execution. 

And  it  is  also  liesolved,  That  all  further  proceedings 
against  the  said  towns  and  constables  respecting  the  said 
executions  and  sums  due,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  forthwith  to  funiish  the  said  John  with 
an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve.  February  23^  1785. 

Chapter  75. 

Chap.    75  RESOLVEALLOWING  LCr/TE  i4LDK/Z)G£  A  PENSION  OFONE  EIGHTH 
^  '  PART  PAY  AS  SOLDIER,  FROM  1779.  TILL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

On  the  representation  of  Mr.  John  Lucas,  Commissary 
of  Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  huke  Aldrido^e,  a  soldier  in 
Coh  Marshall's  regiment,  who  lost  the  sight  of  his  right 
eye,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  is  there- 
by rendered  incapable  of  performing  much  labour : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Luke  Aldridge  be  allowed  a 
pension  of  one  eighth  part  of  his  pay  as  a  soldier,  from 
the  seventh  day  of  December,  1779,  until  the  further  order 
of  the  General  Court  or  Congress. 

February  23,  1785. 
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Chapter  76. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JONATBAN  TENNT,  OF  SALEM,   ChaV*  76 
ALLOWING   JOSHUA    SAWYER   AND    RUTH,    HIS    WIFE,  AND  "^ 

NATHANIEL  WALKER  AND  HIS  WIFE,  TO  ENTER  THEIR 
APPEAL  AT  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  TO  BE  HOLDEN 
AT  IPSWICH  IN  jr/iVENEXT. 

Upon  the  petition  o/"  Jonathan  Tenny,  of  Salem,  in  the 
county  of  Kockingham,  and  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
tannery  and  Mehetable,  his  wife: 

Resolved y  That  Joshua  Sawyer ^  husbandman,  and  Ruth^ 
his  wife,  and  Nathaniel  Walker^  husbandman,  and  Han- 
nahy  his  wife,  all  of  Ilaverhilly  in  the  county  of  Essex^ 
may,  if  they  see  cause,  enter  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Ipswich ^  within  and  for  the 
said  county  of  Essex^  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next, 
their  appeal  from  a  judgment  rendered  at  a  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  holden  at  Ipswich  ^  within  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Essex^  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Ap^'il  last  past, 
in  an  action  of  ejectment  commenced  against  them  by  the 
said  Jonathan  Tenny  and  his  wife  ;  and  if  the  said  appeal 
be  not  then  entered,  the  said  Jonathan  and  Mehetable  may 
at  the  same  term  enter  their  complaint  and  pray  affirma- 
tion of  that  judgment,  with  additional  costs,  provided  the 
said  Jonathan  cause  the  said  Joshua  and  Nathaniel  to  be 
served  with  a  true  copy  of  this  resolve,  fourteen  days  at 
the  least  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  June  next.  And  in 
case  either  the  said  appeal  or  complaint  be  entered  as 
aforesaid,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereon  to 
final  judgment  and  execution,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
regularly  entered  at  the  tenn  to  which  the  said  appeal 
was  made.  February  23,  1785. 

Chapter  77. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN   QhaV    77 
OF  BELFAST,  AUTHORIZING  JONATHAN  BUCK,  ESQ;  TO  ISSUE  ^  ' 

HIS  WARRANT  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  from  the  events 
of  the  late  war,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Belfast,  in 
the  county  o/* Lincoln,  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  dwell- 
ings,  and  for  a  number  of  years  seek  refuge  in  the  western 
parts  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  by  that  means  have  been 
deprived  of  the  legal  method  of  calling  town  meetings  for 
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transacting  the  public  business  of  the  same  totvn :  There- 
fore 

Resolved  J  That  Jonathan  Bucky  Esq ;  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  issue  his  waii'ant  to 
some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  town  of  Belfast, 
requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  inhabitants,  in 
order  to  their  choosing  such  officers  as  by  law  towns  in 
the  said  Commonwealth  are  empowered  to  choose  in  the 
month  of  March  annually  ;  which  officers  so  chosen  shall 
respectively  hold  and  exercise  their  offices  until  the  March 
meeting,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eirfhty-sixj  or 
until  others  may  be  .chosen  in  their  stead,  as  by  law 
directed.  February  24 ^  1785. 


Chapter  78. 
Chat)   78  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  lewis,  of  barxsta- 

-^"  BLE,  EMPOWERING   THE    REGISTER   OF    DEEDS.  WITH    THE 

CONSENT  OF  THE  GUARDIANS  TO  ALL  THE  HEIRS  OF  JOSEPH 
LUMBBRT,  DECEASED,  TO  DELIVER  TO  THE  SAID  JOSEPH 
LEWIS  THE  DEED  MENTIONED. 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  by  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Lewis,  of  Barnstable,  and  papers  accompany huj 
the  same,  that  on  the  26th  day  of  Slay,  A.D,  1783,  the 
said  petitioner y  for  the  consideration  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  promised  him  by  Joseph  Lumbert,  of  the 
said  Barnstable,  did  make  and  execute  one  deed  of  convey- 
ance to  the  said  Joseph  Lumbert,  of  all  his  real  estate,  and 
hath  received  only  Three  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and 
eight  pence,  in  part  of  the  consideration,  and  never  did 
receive  any  security  for  the  remainder,  by  reason  of  the 
sudden  death  of  the  said  Lumbert,  which  hath  reduced  the 
said  petitioner  to  circumstances  very  distressing,  the  said 
deed  being  lodged  in  the  Register's  office,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  but  not  recm^ded: 

Resolved,  That  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  be,  and  herel)y  is,  empowered,  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  guardians  to  all  the  heirs  at  law  of 
Joseph  Lumbert,  late  of  Barnstable,  deceased,  to  deliver 
to  Joseph  Lewis  the  deed  above  mentioned,  he,  the  said 
Joseph  LeiHs,  first  paying  to  the  said  guardians  for  the 
use  of  the  said  heirs,  the  above  sum  of  Three  pounds,  seven- 
teen shillings  and  eight  pence,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  February  25,  1785. 
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Chapter   79. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION   OF    SBTH  BULLARD,  IN  BEHALF   Q/ian    79 
OF   THE    TOWN   OF  WALPOLE,  ABATING  A  FINE  LAID  UPON  ^* 

SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Bullard,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Walpole,  praying  abatement  of  a  fine  laid  on  the  said 
tovm  for  not  sending  a  representative  to  the  General  Court 
in  the  year  1782  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to 
credit  the  said  town  of  Walpole^  the  sum  of  Twenty-eight 
pounds^  in  the  tax  granted  by  the  General  Court  in 
March,  1783.  February  25,1785.   ' 

Chapter  80. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION  OF  PHILLIPS  WHITE,  EMPOWER-  ChaV     80 
ING  HIM  TO   CLAIM  AN  APPEAL  FROM  A  DECREE  GRANTING  -^' 

ADMINISTRATION  TO  WILLIAM  WBITB,  MADE  BY  THE  JUDGE 
OF  PROBATE  FOR  SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  IN  1782,  AND  AUTHOR- 
IZING THE  SAID  JUDGE  TO  RECEIVE  SAID  CLAIM,  &c. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Phillips  White,  J^sq: 
Resolved,  That  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition,  the  said  Phillips  White,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
empowered  to  claim  an  appeal  from  a  decree,  dated  the 
17th  day  of  December,  A. I).  1782,  made  by  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  granting  to  William 
White,  of  Boston,  in  the  same  county,  merchant,  admin- 
istration on  the  estate  of  William  White,  late  of  the  said 
Boston,  Esq  ;  deceased,  with  the  will  of  the  said  William 
annexed,  to  file  the  reasons  of  such  appeal,  and  give 
bonds  to  the  acceptance  of  the  said  Judge  for  prosecuting 
the  same  to  effect ;  provided  the  same  appeal  be  claimed, 
the  reasons  filed,  and  bond  given  within  one  month  from 
the  passing  of  this  resolve  :  And  the  said  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  receive  such 
claim  of  appeal,  the  reasons  thereof,  and  take  bonds 
accordingly,  as  though  the  time  limited  by  law  for  claiming 
the  said  appeal,  filing  the  reasons  thereof,  and  giving 
bonds  to  prosecute  the  same,  had  not  elapsed.  And  the 
said  Phillips  White  is  hereby  further  empowered  to  enter 
the  said  appeal  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  for  this 
Commonwealth,  and  file  the  copies  of  his  case,  provided 
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the  same  be  done  within  two  months  from  the  time  of  pass- 
ing this  resolve  :  And  after  giving  such  notice  to  the  said 
William  WhitCy  as  the  said  Supreme  Court  shall  order, 
to  proceed  to  trial  on  the  merits  of  his  cause,  as  though 
the  appeal  from  the  decree  aforesaid,  had  been  claimed 
from  the  Judge  aforesaid,  and  the  same  entered  in  the 
said  Supreme  Court  of  Probate,  and  the  copies  of  his  case 
regularly  filed  in  due  season  of  law,  and  the  said  Supreme 
Court  of  Probate  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
receive  such  appeal,  and  after  ordering  such  notice  to  be 
given  to  the  said  William  Wliite^  as  they  shall  judge  fit, 
to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  on  the  merits  thereof,  in 
as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  though  the  same  had  been 
claimed  from  the  Judge,  the  reasons  filed,  and  bonds 
given,  and  the  same  appeal  had  been  regularly  entered, 
and  the  copies  filed  in  the  said  Supreme  Court  of  Probate 
within  the  time  limited  by  law.  February  25 ^  1785. 

Chapter  81. 

Chaj).  81  ^  RESOLVE    GRANTING    THREE    THOUSAND   POUNDS   TO    THE 
^  '  COMMITTEE  FOR  PASSING  ACCOUNTS. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Committee  on  accounts. 
Three  thousand  poitnds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  such 
accounts  as  have  been  or  may  be  by  them  examined  and 
allowed,  the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  same.  February  25^  1785. 

Chapter  82, 
Chap.  82  RESOLVE    on  the   petition  of  bbbnezer    willis   and 

^  others,  selectmen   of   the    town    of   DARTMOUTH,  EM- 

POWERING SAID  TOWN  TO  CHOOSE  COLLECTORS. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Willis,  Stephen  Peckham 
and  Jabez  Parker,  Selectmen  of  the  toton  of  Dartmouth, 
setting  forth  y  that  by  a  mistake  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  said 
town^  a  suitable  number  of  Collectors  were  not  chosen  ai  the 
last  March  meeting  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  current  year: 

Resolved^  That  the  town  of  Dartmouth  be  authorized 
and  empowered  at  their  annual  meeting  in  March  next,  to 
choose,  beside  the  Collectors  for  the  year  ensuing,  such 
Collectors  as  ought  to  have  been  chosen  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  March  last,  to  whom  shall  be  committed  such 
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taxes  as  should  have  been  committed  to  them  for  the  year 
last  past;  and  such  Collectors  so  chosen  are  hereby 
required  and  empowered  to  collect  the  same,  and  make 
due  payment  thereof  according  to  law. 

February  28, 1785. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE    ON  THB  PETITION  OF  ELIJAH  ADAMS,  EMPOWERING   CkaV.  83 
ANY  THREE    JUSTICES    IN  ANY  COUNTY  WITHIN  THIS  COM-  ^ 

MONWEALTH  TO  SWEAR  THE  PERSON  MENTIONED 

On  the  petition  of  Elijah  Adams,  praying  that  some 
Justice  oy  the  Peace  might  be  empowered  to  take  the 
acknowlectgment  of  certain  deeds  in  said  petition  men-- 
Honed,  fo-x  reasons  there  fully  set  forth : 

Resolved,  That  any  three  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  and 
within  any  county  in  this  Commonwealth,  (quorum  unus) 
be,  and  hereby  are,  empowered  to  swear  Sophia  March  as 
a  witness  to  the  deeds  therein  refeiTed  to,  and  that  the 
same  shall  operate  to  the  acknowledgment  of  said  deeds, 
as  fully  as  if  the  said  Sophia  had  been  sworn  in  any 
Court  of  record  in  this  Commonwealth,  any  law,  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  28,  1785. 

Chapter  84. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WINSLOW BRIOHAM,  IN  BEHALF  CJhaV     84 
OP  THE  TOWN  OF  MARLBOROUGH,  EMPOWERING  SAID  TOWN  -^* 

TO  CHOOSE  A  COLLECTOR. 

On  the  petition  q^  Winslow  Brigham,  in  behalf  of  the 
toxcn  of  Marlborough,  representing  that  Silas  Bams  was 
appointed  a  Collector  for  the  said  town  for  the  years  1781 
and  1782,  that  the  said  Bams  had  conducted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  induce  the  Assessors  of  the  said  town  to 
demand  and  receive  from  him  the  several  assessments  com- 
mitted unto  him  to  collect;  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
empowered  to  choose  some  suitable  pei^sons  to  collect  such 
part  of  the  said  assessments  as  still  remain  uncollected : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  town  of  Marlborough  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  empowered  at  any  legal  town  meeting, 
to  choose  and  appoint  some  suitable  person  as  a  Collector 
for  the  said  town,  to  finish  the  said  collections ;  and  the 
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person  who  shall  be  chosen  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby,  invested  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
collect  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  still  due 
on  the  assessment  delivered  to  the  said  Stlas  Bams  to 
collect,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  though  he  had 
been  chosen  in  either  of  the  years  in  which  the  said  Bams 
was  elected;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  county  and  town  Treasurers,  and  the  Assessors  of  the 
said  town  of  Marlborough^  are  hereby  directed  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly,  February  28 ^  1785. 

Chapter  86. 
Chap.  85  RESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  discharge  the 

TOWN    OF    BERKLEY,  IN    THE    COUNTY    OF    BRISTOL,   FROM 
THE  PAYMENT  OF  MONEY  DUE  FROM  NATHANIEL  PHILLIPS. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  discharge  the  town  of  Berh- 
ley^  in  the  county  of  Bristol^  from  the  payment  of  Three 
pounds^  one  shilling  and  nine  pence  three  farthings^  which 
sum  api)ears  by  the  Treasurer's  books  to  be  due  from 
Nathaniel  Phillips^  Constable  of  the  said  town  of  Berkley ^ 
in  the  year  1741 ;  but  it  appears  by  receipts  from  Treas- 
urer Foye  and  Sheriff  Church,  that  the  full  sum  which 
was  committed  to  the  said  Phillips  to  collect  was  paid. 

February  28, 1785.  . 


Chapter  86. 

ChaV.  86  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
-^*  OF    CHESTERFIELD,  ABATING  A  TAX   LAID    ON    SAID  TOWN, 

AND  PLACING  THE  SAME  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  GOSHEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Chester- 
field, praying  that  so  much  of  the  State  Tax,  2fo.  4,  as 
relates  to  that  part  of  Goshen  formerly  set  off  from  Ches- 
terfield, might  be  taken  off  from  the  said  town  of  Chester- 
field : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Sixty-eight  pounds,  nineteen 
shillings  and  seven  pence,  being  one  fourth  part  of  the  tax 
set  to  the  town  of  Chesterfield,  be  abated,  and  the  same' 
sum  placed  to  the  town  of  Goshen ;  and  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth  is  directed  to  issue  his  warrants 
accordingly.  February  28, 1 786 . 
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Chapter  87. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION  OF   JO^AS  GLEASON,  IN  BEHALF   Chap.  87 
OF    THE    INHABITANTS   OF  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  MYRl- 
FIELD,  REMITTING  A  TAX  LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonas  Gleason,  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants  of  the  plantation  called  My  vifield^  praying  for  abate- 
ment  of  taxes^  and  representing  that  they  were  charged  the 
mm  q/*  Thirty-one  pounds,  ten  shillings,  ^r  a  Representa- 
tives pay  ^  through  a  mistake^  &c. 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  Thirty-one  pounds^  ten  shiU 
lings ^  be,  and  hereby  is,  remitted  to  the  said  inhabitants 
of  the  plantation  called  Myrifield^  in  Slate  Tax  No.  4, 
beinor  the  sum  charged  them  for  a  Representative's  pay 
in  the  said  tax  through  a  mistake ;  and  that  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to 
discharge  the  inhabitants  of  Myrifield  the  said  Thirty-one 
pounds^  ten  shillingSy  and  charge  the  same  sum  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Murrayfield^  now  called  Chester ^  to  whose 
Representative  the  said  sum  was  paid. 

February  28,  1785. 


Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE     PETITION  OF  JOHN  ADAMS,  DISCHARGING  CkaV.    88 
HIM  FROM  GOAL.  -^* 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  by  the  representation 
of  John  Adams,  of  Lenox,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
t/iat  in  the  last  year  he  sold  a  quantity  of  rum,  and  neg- 
lected to  account  with  the  Collector  of  Excise  in  the  said 
county  for  the  duties  thereon,  for  which  neglect  the  said 
Collector  commenced  an  action,  and  recovered  judgment 
against  the  said  John  Adams, /or  the  sum  of  Fifty  pounds  ; 
and  eocecution  hath  been  sited  out  on  the  said  judgment 
and  the  body  of  the  said  Adams  taken  and  committed  to 
goal  on  the  same,  where  he  still  remains;  he  therefore 
prays,  that  on  his  paying  the  duties  due  to  the  govern^ 
ment  and  payment  of  the  costs  which  have  arisen,  he  may 
be  discliarged  from  goal : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Adams,  be  discharged 
from  goal,  he  first  accounting  with  the  Collector  of  Excise 
for  the  said  county  of  Berkshire,  for  the  said  rum  so  sdld 
as  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  licensed  persons 
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are  obliged  by  law  to  account  with  Collectors  of  Excise, 
and  pay  the  duties  thereon  to  the  said  Collector,  together 
with  all  costs  which  have  arisen  in  prosecuting  the  said 
action  against  him ;  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  February  28^  1785. 


Chapter  89. 

Chap.    89  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  EBBtfEZER  STRONG,  IN  BEHALF 
^*  OF   HIMSELF    AND    COMPANY    OF    MILITIA,    GRANTING    HIM 

TWENTY-NINE     POUNDS,     THREE    SHILLINGS    AND    FOUR 
PENCE,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  HIMSELF  AND  COMPANY. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Strong,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  company  of  militia^  praying  an  allowance  for 
mileage: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  the  said  Ebenezer  Strong^  for  the  use  of  the 
said  company,  consisting  of  seventy  men,  officers  included, 
one  penny  per  mile,  for  each  man's  travel  from  Northamp- 
ton to  Saratoga^  being  one  hundred  miles,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  Twenty-nine  pounds^  three  shillings  and  four 
pence .  March  1 ,  1 785. 


Chapter  90. 

Chan  QO  resolve  continuing  the  time  for  receiving  duplicate 

K^nuj/.  znj  receipts  OF  BEEF  TO  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  M^F  NEXT. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Courts  that  duplicate 
receipts  of  beef  in  several  towns ^  either  by  being  mislaid  or 
for  want  of  s^tfficient  attention  in  those  by  whom  they  were 
sent,  have  not  been  received  by  the  Secretary^  by  which 
means  such  towns  may  be  greatly  injured :  Therefore^ 

liesolvedy  That  the  time  for  receiving  duplicate  receipts 
of  beef,  be,  and  hereby  is,  further  continued  till  the  last 
day  of  May  next ;  and  the  Secretary  is  authorized  to 
receive  duplicate  receipts  of  beef  in  order  for  examina- 
tion by  the  Governor  and  Council,  any  time  before  the 
last  day  of  next  May;  provided,  that  if  any  expence  has 
arisen  by  such  omission,  it  shall  be  borne  by  the  delin- 
quent town.  March  2, 1785, 
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Chapter  91. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    ROBERT  SMITH,   GRANTING  ChaV.    91 
HIM  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-FOUR  ACRES  OF  LAND,  AND 
DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  EXECUTE  A  DEED  THEREOF. 

On  (he  petition  o/*  Robert  ^xmt\\^  praying  for  a  com^ 
pensation  in  the  unappropriated  lands  of  this  Common^ 
wealthy  for  a  right  of  land  in  the  township  called  Souhe- 
gan  Ea^t,  or  Narraganset,  ^o.  5,  whereof  he  was  deprived 
by  the  running  the  boundary  line  between  this  State  and 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  about  the  year  1740  : 

Hesolvedj  That  there  be  granted,  and  there  is  hereby 
granted,  to  the  said  Smithy  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  lot  of 
land  containing  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres,  marked 
No.  21,  in  the  survey  and  plan  of  Mr.  Barnabas  Dodge^ 
who,  A,D.  1784,  surveyed  the  lands  on  the  East  side  of 
Peno6«co^  River,  between  the  twelve  townships,  (so  called) 
and  the  head  of  the  tide  on  the  said  river,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  the  said  right ;  upon  condition  however  that 
the  said  Smithy  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall,  within  four 
years  from  this  date,  settle  on  the  said  lot,  or  cause  some 
honest  and  diligent  husbandman  to  settle  thereon,  to 
build  a  framed  house  within  six  years  from  this  date,  and 
clear  four  acres  annually  for  six  years  next  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  said  four  years. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  appointed 
by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  28th  of  October^ 
1783,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln^  be  a  Committee  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth 
to  execute  a  deed  of  the  said  lot  to  the  said  Smith  accord- 
ingly, with  warranty.  March  5, 1785. 


Chapter  92. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SOLOMON  PRENTICE,  PRAYING  QhaV.   92 
FOR  A  HEARING  OF  A  CERTAIN  CASE,    AND    STAYING  JUDG-  '^* 

MENT,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Solomon  Prentice,  praying  for  a 
hearing  ofthecase^  John  Campbell  plaintiffs  vs.  the  said 
Solomon  Prentice  defendant: 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  sei-ve  the  plaintiff,  or 
Edward  Bangs,  Esq  ;  his  attorney,  fourteen  days  before 
the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
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Court,  of  the  said  petition  and  this  order,  and  notify  him 
that  he  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  aforesaid,  to 
shew  cause,  if  any  he  has,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
shall  not  be  granted  ;  and  that  in  the^  mean  time  all  fur- 
ther process  on  the  judgment  and  execution  mentioned  in 
the  said  petition  be  stayed.  March  5, 1785. 

Chapter  93. 

Chap.  93  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  PAUL  DUDLEY  SARGENT,  EM- 
POWERING THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF 
ESSEX,  TO  DIRECT  THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  WILLIAM 
BROIVN'S  ESTATE  TO  MEET  AGAIN. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  many  of  the  debts 
due  from  William  Brown,  late  of  Salem,  an  absentee, 
owing  to  the  creditors  residing  in  other  States,  and  to  vari- 
ous other  causes,  were  not  laid  before  the  Commissioners  on 
the  said  absentee's  estate,  nor  reported  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate:    Wherefore  • 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  B.  Greenleaf,  Esq  ;  Judge  of 
Probate,  &c.  for  the  county  of  Essex,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  direct  the  Commissioners 
on  the  said  estate  to  meet  again,  for  such  a  length  of  time 
as  the  said  Judge  may  think  proper,  to  hear  and  liquidate 
the  claims  of  all  such  creditors  on  the  said  estate  as  have 
not  hitherto  been  delivered  in,  at  the  expence  of  the  said 
creditors,  and  to  proceed  in  all  respects  touching  the 
same,  as  to  law  and  right  appertains.        March  3, 1785. 

Chapter  94. 

Char)   94  Resolve  on  the  petition  of   paul  Dudley   sargent, 

■^*  allowing  him  to  MAKE  UP  A  PAY  ROLL  FOR  SERVICES  IN 

1775. 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Dudley  Sargent,  praying  for 
wages  due  to  him  and  the  field  and  staff  officers  of  the  Regi- 
ment  he  commanded  in  the  year  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Paul  Dudley  Sargent  make  up 
the  pay  roll  of  the  field  and  staff  officers  of  his  regiment 
for  the  year  1775,  while  in  the  pay  of  this  then  State,  and 
lay  the  same  before  the  Governor  and  Council  for  allow- 
ance and  payment,  according  to  the  wages  established  for 
those  services  when  the  same  were  performed. 

March  4, 1785. 
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Chapter  95. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  TO  JOHN  AVERT,   JUN.    ESQ;    TWO    HUN-  ChttV.  95 
DRBD  AND  SEVEN  POUNDS,  FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS. 

jResolvedj  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  Avery ^ 
Esq ;  Secretary,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  sevenpoundsy 

fifteen  shillings^  in  full  for  his  services  from   January^  I 

1784,  to  the  first  day  of  January ^  1785,  over  and  above  [ 

One  hundred  andforty-tico  pounds^five  shillings^  which  he  i 

has  received  in  his  office  during  that  term. 

March  4, 1785. 

Chapter  96. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION    OF   JOSIAff    LEAVITT,     THOMAS  (JJia'D.   96 
BROWN  AND  BENJAMIN  RICHARDS,  ON  A  COMMITTEE  FROM  -^* 

THE  TOWN  OF  STERLING,  EMPOWERING  THE  ASSESSORS  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  LANCASTER,  IN  THE  CASE  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
tovm  0^  Shrewsbury,  together  with  their  estates^  who  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Court  passed  February  26,  1781,  were 
set  off  from  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  annexed  to  the  said 
toum  of  Shrewsbury,  have  never  been  assessed  their  pro- 
portion of  the  several  requisitions  of  money  ^  beef  cloathing 
and  soldiers^  for  the  year  1781 : 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  Assessors  of  the  town  of 
Lancaster  for  the  year  1781,  being  first  sworn  before 
some  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Worcester^ 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
by  this  resolve,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
directed  to  assess  those  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Shrews- 
bury aforesaid,  so  set  off,  with  their  estates,  their  due 
proportion  of  the  several  requisitions  aforesaid,  which 
were  apportioned  on  the  town  of  Lancaster,  by  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  the  General  Court  for  that  purpose,  according 
to  the  list  of  polls  and  estates  by  which  the  said  inhabi- 
tants were  assessed  in  the  last  tax  assessed  on  them  by 
the  Assessors  of  Lancaster^  and  the  same  assessments  so 
made  to  commit  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Worcester, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  collect  the  same, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  by  the  first  day  of  November  next ;  and 
the  said  Sheriff  is  hereby  empowered  to  use  and  exercise 
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all  the  powers  and  proceedings  which  Collectors  are  by 
law  authorized  to  in  the  collecting  of  taxes,  and  to  depu- 
tize either  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  Shrewsbury ^  afore- 
said, giving  him  sufficient  bonds  to  do  and  perform  what- 
soever the  said  Sheriff  is  hereby  authorized  to  :  And  the 
Assessors  of  Lancaster  aforesaid  are  hereby  directed  to 
perfect  said  assessment  and  commit  the  same  to  the 
Sheriff  as  aforesaid,  before  the  first  day  of  Aprils  next, 
and  return  a  fair  copy  of  said  assessment  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  by  the  said  first  day  of  Aprils 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  stay  his  execution  for  the 
amount  thereof,  against  the  town  of  Sterling^  upon  their 
deficiencies  for  the  year  1781,  until  the  further  order  of 
the  General  Court.  March  4, 1785, 


Chapter  97. 

Chap.  97  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 

^  OF   GRAFTON,     DIRECTING     THE     TREASURER    TO     GIVE    A 

RECEIPT  TO  SAID  TOWN,  FOR  TWENTT-SISE  POUNDS,  BEING 
FOR  A  FINE  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Grafton, 
praying  for  the  abatement  of  the  fine  laid  on  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  said  town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  in 
the  year  1782, /or  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolvedj  That  the  pmyer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  receipt  the 
town  oi  Grafton^  in  Tax  No.  3,  granted  in  the  year  1782, 
the  sum  of  Twenty-nine  pounds^  in  full  of  the  said  fine. 

March  4, 1785. 

Chapter  98* 

Chan  98  resolve  on  the  petition  of  gborge  Williams,  agent 

^*  FOR  THE  SHIP  BLACK  PRINCE,  LOST  AT  PENOBSCOT,  DIRECT- 

ING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  A  NOTE  PAYABLE  TO  SAID 
WILLIAMS,  AND  GIVING  HIM  LIBERTY  TO  RECEIVE  A  NOTE 
GIVEN  BY  COL.  LARKIN  TIIORNDIKE. 

On  the  petition  of  George  Williams,  agent  for  the  ship 
Black  Prince,  lost  at  Penobscot,  setting  forth  ^  that  the  sum 
of  Twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  equal  to  Seventeen 
hundred   and  seventy-nine  pounds  specie^  was  due  from 
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this  Commonwealth^  to  the  said  George  Williams,  Larkin 
Thorndike  and  Samuel  Ward,  being  their  shares  of  the 
said  ship  Black  Prince, /rom  the  26th  day  of  July,  A.D. 
1779,  and  praying  payment  thereof: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  said 
George  Williams y  agent  as  aforesaid,  be  so  far  granted, 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  ordered  and  directed  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  in 
behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  payable  to  the  said  George 
WilliamSy  or  order,  for  the  said  sum  of  Seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  pounds y  specie,  bearing  date  the  6th  day 
of  July^  A.  D.  1779,  the  said  note  or  notes  to  be  on 
interest  from  that  time,  and  payable  at  the  same  time  as 
notes  heretofore  issued  to  other  persons  sustaining  simi- 
lar losses  at  Penobscot  have  been  ordered  to  be  paid  ;  and 
he,  the  said  George  Williams^  agent  as  aforesaid,  upon 
payment  of  the  said  sum  as  aforesaid,  to  discharge  the 
charter  party  made  by  the  Board  of  War  in  behalf  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  with  the  said  George  Williams^ 
agent  as  aforesaid,  in  full. 

Provided  nevertheless y  and  it  is  further  Resolved^  That 
the  said  George  Williams ^  agent  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  receive  of  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  a  note  of 
hand,  given  by  the  said  Thorndike  to  this  Commonwealth, 
in  pay  of  said  sum  of  Seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
pounds  J  so  far  as  the  same  will  go,  and  to  receive  of  the 
said  Treasurer  his  note  or  notes,  as  aforesaid,  for  the 
remaining  sum,  to  make  up  the  said  sum  of  Seventeen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  pounds.  March  5,  1785. 


Chapter  99. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION    OF  HIRAM  SEWHALL,  IN  BEHALF  QhWD.    99 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ATBOL,  DIRECTING    THE    COLLECTORS    IN  ^ 

SAID  TOWN  TO  PROCEED  IN   COLLECTING  TAXES. 

On  the  petition  of  Hiram  Newhall,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Athol,  respecting  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the  said  town  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Collectors  in  the  town  of  Athol, 
proceed  in  collecting  the  taxes  assessed  on  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Orange  as  before  the  incor- 
poration of  the  said  district  were  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  of  Athol,  and  which  taxes  were  granted  previous  to 
that  time,  in  every  respect,  as  though  the  said  persons  had 
not  been  set  off  from  the  said  town  of  Athol,  any  law  to 
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the  contrary  notwithstanding  (excepting  the  money 
granted  by  the  said  town  of  AthoU  on  the  15th  day  of 
October y  1783)  and  that  the  said  town  of  Atholy  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court,  lay  before  this  Court  the  evidence  of  the  said 
town's  owing  the  money  granted  the  said  15th  day  of 
October y  and  serve  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Orange^  who  were  set  off  from  Athol^  with  a  copy 
of  the  said  petition  and  this  resolve,  by  leaving  a  copy 
thereof  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  in  the  said  Orange^  at 
least  twenty  days  before  the  said  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  that  so  they  may, 
if  they  see  cause,  appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any  they 
have,  why  the  tax  granted  on  the  15th  of  October  afore- 
said, should  not  be  collected  in  manner  as  in  this  resolve 
is  first  provided.  March  5, 1785. 

Chapter  100. 

ChapAQO  RESOLVE  ABATING  THE  TAXES  ASSESSED   ON   THE   TOWNS    OF 
^  BARNSTABLE,  EASTHAM,  HARWICH,  YARMOUTH,  SANDWICH 

AND  FALMOUTH,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE, 

Whereas  by  representations  of  the  impoverished  and  dis- 
tressed circumstances  of  the  towns  o/" Barnstable,  Eastham, 
Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Sandwich  and  Falmouth,  all  in  the 
county  of  Barnstable,  it  appears  to  this  Courts  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  toions  are  utterly  unable  to  pay  the 
several  taxes  note  assessed  on  them  : 

Resolved^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  are,  abated  of  the 
taxes  now  due  from  the  several  towns  abovementioned, 
assessed  on  them  before  the  Tax  of  July,  1784,  the  sums 
hereafter  mentioned,  which  abatements  are  to  be  in  full  of 
every  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  said  towns,  on  account 
of  any  assessments  or  taxes  made  before  that  of  July, 
1784  —  To  the  town  oi Barnstable,  One  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  pounds,  five  shillings  and  onepenny; 
to  the  town  of  Eastham,  Nine  hundred  and  three  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  and  four  pence ;  to  the  town  of  Harwich^ 
Eight  hundred  and  seventy -two  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and 
ten  pence;  to  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  Tioo  thousand  fuur 
hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds,  three  shillings;  to  the 
town  of  Sandivich,  Eight  hundred  sixteen  pounds,  eleven 
shillings  and  three  pence;  to  the  town  oi  Falmouth,  Nine 
hundred  ninety-three  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  tenpence. 
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Resolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  credit  the  said  towns  with  the  said  sums 
accordingly. 

Hesolvedy  That  the  Assessors  of  the  several  towns  afore- 
mentioned be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  collect 
from  such  persons  as  they  may  think  able  to  pay,  their 
just  proportions  of  the  several  sums  by  these  resolves 
abated  to  the  said  towns,  and  to  apply  the  monies  so 
collected  to  such  use  or  uses  as  may  be  ordered  by  their 
several  towns.  March  5, 1785. 


Chapter  101. 

AN  ALLOWANCE  OF  THREB  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  THE  AGENTS  (Jhar>.\0\ 
FOR  PROSECUTING  THE   CLAIMS  OF  THIS    COMMONWEALTH  ^* 

TO  LANDS  WEST  OF  HUDSON'S  RIVER. 

Ordered^  That  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  each  of  the  said  agents,  (over  and 
above  their  expences  while  absent)  as  a  compensation  for 
their  services  in  prosecuting  the  business  aforesaid  to 
eflFect.  March  7, 1785. 


Chapter  102. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OT  MATTHEW NEWHALL,  OF  LTNN-  ChaV  102 
FIELD,  EMPOWERING  THE  SELECTMEN   TO   ASSESS  ON  THE    •        ^' 
SEVERAL  PERSONS  (BELONGING  TO  A  CLASS  FOR  PROCURING 
MEN)  SUCH  SUMS  AS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Matthew  NewhalI,"q/'JLynnfield, 
praying  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  district  may  be 
empotaered  to  assess  on  the  several  persons  belongirig  to  the 
doss  for  procuring  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army^ 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  seventh 
of  March  A.D.  1782,  whereof  the  said  Newhall  was  the 
head  J  the  monies  advanced  and  paid  by  him  for  procuring 
a  man  for  said  dass  to  serve  as  aforesaid: 

Resolved y  That  the  Selectmen  of  Lynnfidd  aforesaid, 
for  the  time  being,  be,- and  they  are,  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  apportion  and  assess  on  the  polls  and 
estates  of  the  several  persons  classed  in  the  said  class, 
so  much,  or  such  sums  of  money  as  it  shall  appear  to  them 
the  said  Newhall  paid  for  the  said  man  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  that  the  Selectmen  of  the 
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said  district  might  and  should  have  done,  had  it  been  set 
off  from  the  town  of  Lynn  before  the  resolve  respecting 
the  procuring  the  said  men  had  been  made,  and  the  said 
Selectmen  had  then  at  the  passing  of  the  said  resolve  been 
in  office ;  and  the  same  to  commit  to  a  Collector  of  the 
said  district  of  the  present  or  ensuing  year  to  collect,  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  said  resolve. 

March  7, 1785. 


Chapter  103. 

C%ai).103  RESOLVE   FOR  DIVIDING  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN  INTO  TWO 
DISTRICTS,  FOR  COLLECTING  EXCISE  DUTIES. 

Whereas  there  is  a  great  extent  of  sea  coast  in  the  county 
(>/■  Lincoln,  and  it  ajjpears  probable  that  more  monies  would 
come  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  from  the 
duties  of  impost  and  excise^  in  a  collection  thereof  by  hav- 
ing two  Collectors  in  said  county^  than  by  the  present  mode 
by  one  Collector  only : 

Resolved y  That  the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  (so  far  only 
as  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise  is 
concerned)  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  resolve  be, 
and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  divided  into  two  districts, 
viz. :  an  Eastern  and  a  Western  district,  and  that  the  River  of 
Penobscot  be  the  division  of  the  said  districts ;  and  that 
all  the  towns  and  settlements  eastward  of  the  said  Penob- 
scot  River  be,  and  hereby  are,  declared  to  be  the  Eastern 
district ;  and  that  the  towns  and  all  the  other  settlements 
to  the  westward  of  the  said  Penobscot  River,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  declared  to  be  the  Western  district ;  and  that 
there  be  annually  chosen  and  appointed  a  suitable  person 
as  a  Collector  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise  for  each  of 
the  said  districts,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  the  choice  and  appointment  of  Collectors  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  excise  for  the  several  counties  within 
the  same  ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  Collectors  for  the  said 
districts  in  the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  resolve,  shall  be  subject  in  all  things  to 
similar  obligations,  and  vested  with  similar  powers  and 
privileges  in  his  said  office  of  a  Collector,  to  those  of  the 
several  Collectors  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise 
chosen  and  appointed  to,  and  in  the  several  counties  of 
this  Commonwealth.  March  7, 1785. 
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Chapter  104. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  WILLIAM  SWAN,  IN  BEHALF  OF  QkavAOi: 
HANNAH  MARSH,  EMPOWERING  THE   JUDGES   OF  THE    8U-  ^* 

PREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  CORRECT  A  MISTAKE. 

On  (he  petition  of  William  Swan,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  pi^aying  that 
he  may  be  allowed  to  connect  a  mistake  made  by  him  in 
making  up  the  judgment  upon  a  certain  bond  in  the  same 
petition  mentioned: 

Resolved^  That  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  at  the  term  of  the  said  Couii;  now  bolden  at 
Boston^  within  and  for  -the  county  of  Suffolk,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  and  empowered  to  correct  a 
mistake  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
held  at  Cambridge,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, on  the  last  Tuesday  in  November^  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-thne,  wherein  Hannah  Marsh  of  the 
said  Cambridge,  widow,  was  plaintiff,  and  William  Longly, 
John  Longly  and  Jonas  Longly,  were  defendants  and 
appellants  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court ;  and  to  issue 
execution  for  any  sum  that  may  by  them  be  found  to  be 
justly  due,  with  reasonable  costs.  March  7,  1785, 


Chapter  105. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  WARD,  DIRECTING  THE  QhaV  105 
COMMITTEE    FOR   SETTLING    WITH    THE    ARMY   TO    SETTLE  ^  ' 

WITH  HIM  FOR  HIS  YEAR'S  PAY. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Joseph  Ward,  Esq;  late  an  officer  in 
the  mustering  department  within  this  State,  praying  for  a 
yearns  advance  pay  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the  army 
be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  settle  with  the  said  Joseph 
Ward  for  his  year's  pay,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  twelfth  of  October,  1781.       March  7,  1785. 


Chapter  106. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER  TO  ABATE    THE  TOWN  ChavAOG 
OF  LBOMLVSTER,  A  TAX  LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN  FOR  THE   PAY  -^^ 

OF  A  REPRESENTATIVE,  OVER  THEIR  PROPORTION. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  in  the  last  Tax 
Act  the  town  o/" Leominster  was  taxed  Six  pounds,  thirteen 
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shillings,  for  the  pay  of  a  Representative^  more  than  the 
Representative's  pay  amounted  to:   Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
directed,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of 
Leominster  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Six  pounds,  thirteen  shil- 
lings^ in  the  last  tax  laid  on  the  said  town,  July  9, 1784. 

March  8,  1785. 

Chapter  107. 

ChaV.Kfl  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER   TO  CONTINUE  CONSOL- 
^*  IDATING  PUBLIC  SECURITIES  TO  JULY  NEXT. 

Resotvedy  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  directed  to  continue  the  business  of  con- 
solidating Government  securities,  until  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  heretofore  provided. 

March  8, 1785. 

Chapter  108* 

C7Aa».108  RESOLVE  GRANTING  THOMAS  PIER  rfflRTY-SIX  POUyDS,  FOR 
-^  WAGES  DUE  TO  HIS  SON.  WHO  WAS  WOUNDED  IN  THE  SER- 

VICE OF  HIS  COUNTRY. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Pier,  praying  for  a  continu- 
ance of  the  wages  of  his  son,  a  minor,  who  was  wounded 
and  scalped  in  the  service  of  his  country: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Thomas 
Pier,  the  sum  of  Thirty  pounds,  as  a  full  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  his  son's  time  from  the  twenty-third  day  of 
October,  1780,  to  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  1782, 
being  fifteen  months,  at  Forty  shillings  per  month. 

March  8, 1785. 

Chapter  109. 

Chap.\09  INSTRUCTIONS    TO    THE    HON.    ELBRTDGB    GERRY,    ESQ;    AND 
^*  OTHERS,  DELEGATES  IN   CONGRESS  FROM  THIS  STATE. 

To  the  Honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Holton,  Oeo^*ge 
Partridge  and  Rufus  King,  Esqr's. 
The  United  States  of  America  having  formed  by  the 
wisdom  of  their  Councils,  and  established  by  their  exer- 
tions, a  Federal  Union,  which  is  no  less  necessary  to  the 
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freedom  of  each,  than  important  to  the  independence  of 
all  the  States,  every  measure  ought  to  be  adopted  and 
vigorously  executed,  which  can  have  a  tendency  to  per- 
petuate an  institution,  that  reflects  so  much  honor  upon 
human  nature,  and  so  strongly  points  the  world  to  the 
true  political  felicity  of  mankind  ;  but  whatever  marks  of 
wisdom  and  perfection  appear  upon  the  face  of  this 
system,  it  cannot  be  expected,  that  provision  is  made 
against  every  species  of  corruption,  which  ambition  and 
avarice  may  attempt  to  introduce  for  the  subversion  of  it ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  early  age  of  our  national  existence, 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  will  doubtless 
form  such  resolutions,  and  establish  such  principles  as  will 
have  a  tendency  to  prevent  designing  men  in  future  ages 
from  sapping  the  foundation  of  our  federal  union. 

The  world  cannot  but  admire,  that  prudence  and 
wisdom  which  by  providing  for  a  rotation  of  Members  in 
Congress  fixed  one  important  barrier  against  corruption  ; 
but  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  observe,  with 
concern  and  regret,  that  no  provision  is  made  to  prevent 
the  Members  of  Congress  from  appointing  themselves 
to  offices,  and  it  requires  no  very  great  share  of  sagacity 
to  foresee,  that  unless  this  point  is  more  effectually 
guarded,  the  offices  of  the  Federal  Government  may  here- 
after be  filled  with  men  who  will  not  be  the  most  capable 
of  serving  the  people,  or  the  most  remarkable  for  their 
integrity :  and  that  some  persons  forsaking  the  true  inter- 
ests of  their  country,  will  take  corrupt  measures  to  become 
Members  of  Congress,  with  a  view  to  possess  themselves 
of  lucrative  employments,  whereby  offices  in  themselves 
unnecessary,  may  be  created  and  multiplied,  and  the 
injured  fabrick  of  our  Federal  Government  be  overthrown 
by  the  same  means  that  have  been  employed  in  prostrat- 
ing those  ancient  Republicks,  which  are  seen  no  more  but 
in  the  pages  of  history. 

The  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  therefore 
instruct  you.  Gentlemen,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress  enacting,  that  no  Member  of  Congress 
shall  be  appointed  to  any  office,  under  the  States,  during 
the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

And  that  a  uniformity  of  practice  upon  the  Confedera- 
tion may  be  observed,  and  that  those  republican  principles, 
which  call  for  a  cessation  of  the  tenure  of  offices,  at  cer- 
tain fixed   periods,  may  be  attended  to,  the  Legislature 
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instruct  you,  to  use  your  utmost  endeavour  to  procure  a 
resolution  for  the  annual  appointment  of  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  and  that  you  zealously  oppose  the  exercise 
of  that  office,  by  any  person  who  shall  not  be  annually 
appointed  thereunto. 

As  it  can  never  be  for  the  interest  of  the  States,  to  have 
the  permanent  residence  of  Congi-ess  in  any  great  city, 
the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  instruct  you  to 
endeavour  to  have  the  buildings  proposed  by  an  ordinance 
of  Congress  of  the  twenty-third  of  December  last,  com- 
pleated  as  soon  as  may  be ;  that  you  exert  yourselves  to 
have  them  constiiicted  with  that  economy  and  plainness, 
which  is  suitable  to  the  state  of  a  young  republic,  and 
with  decency  suited  to  the  residence  of  a  national  Council. 
The  Legislature  further  instruct  you,  to  urge  Congress 
to  proceed  immediately  to  the  important  business  of 
securing  to  the  States  the  free  navigation  of  the  River 
Mississippi^  and  of  establishing  the  eastern  boundary  of 
this  Commonwealth  according  to  the  true  intention  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  lately  concluded  with  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  Legislature  presume,  that  from  the  local  situation 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  present  state  of  their 
finances,  they  will  not  think  it  for  their  interest  to  have 
many  foreign  officers  :  Having  just  emerged  from  depend- 
ence on  another  power,  and  taken  rank  among  the  nations, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  Ministers  to  form  such 
treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  as  promise  advantage  to 
our  rising  Republic ;  but  as  soon  as  such  treaties  are 
concluded,  they  apprehend  little  can  be  expected  from 
the  residence  of  Ministers  at  foreign  Courts;  they  do 
therefore  further  instruct  you.  Gentlemen,  to  exert  your 
influence  in  Congress,  that  Ministers,  or  other  public 
officers,  be  not  sent  or  continued  in  foreign  countries, 
except  on  such  occasions  as  the  public  good  may  abso- 
lutely require :  And  as  the  character  of  Republics  in 
general,  and  the  ability  of  this  in  particular,  make  it 
proper  and  necessary,  that  the  strictest  economy  should 
be  observed  in  all  their  affairs,  we  expect  that  you  take 
care,  as  far  as  your  influence  can  extend,  that  the  salaries 
and  allowance  of  our  pulilic  officers  abroad,  and  the 
arrangements  and  salaries  of  the  departments  at  home,  be 
so  conducted  as  effectually  to  coincide  with  the  principles 
herein  expressed. 
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The  Legislature  observe,  with  regret  and  concern,  that 
no  measures  have  yet  been*  adopted  by  Congress,  for  the 
redemption  of  the  old  continental  money ;  and  request 
you  to  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  an  object,  which  so  nearly  affects  the  interest  of 
the  citizens  of  this  State.  They  also  instruct  you  to  use 
your  unwearied  and  unabated  exertions,  that  Congress  do 
allow  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  this  Commonwealth,  the 
account  of  charges  they  were  at,  in  consequence  of  their 
attempt  to  dislodge  the  British  from  their  post  at  Penob- 
scot; and  that  the  bounties  paid  by  the  several  towns 
within  this  Commonwealth,  to  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
Continental  Army,  be  also  allowed  by  Congress. 

The  Legrslature  are  informed,  that  Congress  have 
entered,  or  are  about  entering  into  a  convention  with  the 
Court  of  France,  that  any  Consul  appointed  by  that 
Couit,  to  reside  in  any  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 
shall  have  and  exercise  powers  and  privileges  similar  with 
those  vested  in  Ambassadors  ;  and  being  deeply  impressed 
with  the  dangerous  tendency  of  such  a  measure,  do  fur- 
ther instruct  and  direct  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  most 
pointed  manner,  to  oppose  the  ratification  of  any  such 
agreement ;  and  to  take  those  measures  which  they  shall 
judge  most  effectual  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  Consuls  beyond  their  usual  limits. 

Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  make  out  a 
fair  and  attested  copy  of  the  foregoing  instructions  and 
forward  them  to  the  Delegates  from  this  Commonwealth 
in  Congress.  Mar(^  8, 1785, 


Chapter  110. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  COLLECTORS  OF  IMPOST  AND 
EXCISE,  TO  EXERCISE  THE  DUTIES  ASSIGNED  THEM,  UNTIL 
THE  12th  of  JU}iE,  1786. 

Whereas  the  businesses  of  the  Naval  Officers  and  Collect- 
ors of  Impost  and  Excise,  within  this  Commonwealth,  have 
strict  connections  with  each  other :  And  whereas  by  laws 
now  in  force  the  said  Collectors  are  7'equired  to  render  to 
the  Treojmrer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually, 
fair  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  monies  by  them  respect- 


Chap.llO 
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ivelr/  received;  and  to  setUe  and  balance  their  several 
accounts  under  oath;  which  accounts  the  Treasurer  is 
directed  to  lay  be/ore  the  General  Courts  on  or  before  the 
tenth  day  of  the  same  month :  And  whereas  the  annual 
choice  of  Ifaval  Officers^  is  in  the  month  of  June,  and  it 
may  be  mx)re  beneficial  to  the  revenue  of  this  Commonr- 
wealthy  that  the  Collectors  of  Impost  and  Excise  should  be 
chosen  at  the  same  tims: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Collectors  of  Impost  and  Excise, 
which  may  be  chosen  at  this  session  of  the  Greneral  Court, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  empowered  to  exercise  the  sev- 
eral duties  assigned  to  the  Collectors  of  impost  and  excise, 
until  the  12th  day  of  June^  One  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty^ixy  and  until  others  are  chosen  in* their  room ; 
any  law  or  resolve  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  March  10^  1785. 


Chapter  111. 

Chap.lll  RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  SAMUEL  PHILLIPS,  JUN.,  NATHANIEL 
^'  WELLS  AND  NATHAN  DANE,  ESQ'RS,  TO  SELL  CERTAIN  LANDS 

LYING  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  CUMBERLAND. 

Whereas  there  are  sundry  parcels  of  land  belonging  to 
this  Commonwealth^  and  lying  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, which  have  never  been  granted  to  any  private  persons ^ 
or  appropriated  to  any  public  use^  by  retaining  the  prop- 
erty of  which  no  considerable  advantage  wUl  pr^ably 
accrue  to  the  Commonwealth :   Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  Samuel  Phillips,  jun.y  Nathaniel  Wdls^ 
and  Nathan  Dane,  Esq'rs.,  be  a  Committee  with  foil 
power  and  authority  to  sell  and  convey  all  the  lands  of 
the  aforesaid  description,  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth, 
and  lying  in  the  county  of  Cumberland;,  and  in  behalf  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  make  and  execute  deeds  thereof 
to  the  purchasers,  to  hold  the  same  to  them  and  their 
heirs,  in  fee  simple ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  hereby 
vested  with  all  the  powers  and  authorities,  touching  the 
lands  abovementioned,  which  the  same  Committee  are 
vested  with  by  divers  resolves  of  the  General  Court  with 
respect  to  the  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  to 
account  as  in  the  said  resolves  is  directed. 

Marck  10, 1785. 
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Chapter  112. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  BUFFAM,  EMPOWERING  C%a».112 
THE    JUSTICES    OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  TAKE  ^' 

COGNIZANCE  OF  THE  JUDGMENT  MENTIONED,  AT  THE  NEXT 
COURT  TO  BE  HELD  AT  WORCESTER, 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Buffam,  praying  that  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  may  have  liberty  to  rectify  a  mis- 
take in  a  judgment  by  them  rendered^  as  is  fully  set  forth 
in  his  petition: 

jResolvedy  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Worcester^  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Worcester ^  in  April  next,  be,  and  hereby  are, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  the  judg- 
ment in  the  said  petition  mentioned,  and  give  judgment 
for  such  further  sum  as  the  same  Court  shall  consider  as 
justly  due,  and  to  issue  execution  for  the  same  accord- 
ingly ;  he  the  said  Joseph  Buffam  to  notify  the  said  John 
Campbell^  named  in  the  said  petition,  to  appear  at  the 
said  Court  to  shew  cause  (if  any  he  has)  why  judgment 
should  not  be  rendered  as  prayed  for,  by  causing  an 
attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  with  this  order  of 
Court  thereon,  to  be  left  at  the  last  and  usual  place  of 
abode  of  the  said  Campbell^  in  the  said  Oxford^  fourteen 
days  before  the  said  sitting  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  at  Worcester y  in  April  next.  March  11, 1785. 

Chapter  113. 

RESOLVE    AUTHORIZING    AGENTS    TO  PROSECUTE  THE  CLAIMS  (JhaV  113 
OF    THIS   COMMONWEALTH    TO    LANDS  WEST    OP  HUDSON'S  -^' 

RIVER,  TO   RESTRICT    THE    TRIAL    BEFORE  THE  COURT  FOR 
THAT  PURPOSE  CONSTITUTED. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agents  appointed  to  prosecute  the 
claims  of  this  Commonwealth  to  certain  lands  described 
in  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Commonwealth 
to  Congress,  dated  May  27,  1784,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorized  and  empowered,  (if  they  see  fit)  by  mutual 
agreement  between  them  and  the  Agents  on  the  part  of 
New  York,  to  restrict  the  trial  of  the  said  claims  before 
the  Court  constituted  and  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to 
such  lands  as  lie  westward  of  Hudhon^s  River. 

March  11, 1785. 
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Chapter  114. 

Chap.lli:  RESOLVE  ENTITLING  JAMBS  IVARRSy,  JVJf.,  TO  HALF  PAY  AS  A 
^  LIEUTENANT    OF    MARINES,    FROM    THE    TIME    OF    HIS   DIS- 

CHARGE, 178L 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Continental  Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  James  Warren,  ^wn., 
Lieutenant  of  Marines^  who  lost  one  of  his  legs  by  a  wound 
he  received  in  an  engagement  on  board  the  Alliance,  Frigate : 

Resolved^  That  the  said  James  IFarren,  jun.,  be  allowed 
one  half  his  pay  as  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  from  the  first 
day  oi  November^  1781,  being  the  time  of  his  discharge. 

March  11,  1785. 


Chapter  115. 

Chat)  115  RESOLVE  INTITLING  WAREHAM  WARNER,  TO  ONE  SIXTH  PART 
^'  PAY  FROM  17th  SEPTEMBER,  1783,  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

On  the  representation  q/*  John  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissary 
of  Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  WsLveh^m  Warner,  late  a  soldier 
in  the  second  Massachusetts  regiment,  who  teas  regularly 
discharged  therefrom  the  seventeenth  day  of  September, 
1783,  on  account  of  a  casual  injury  he  received  while  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  is  thereby  disqualified  for 
performing  any  kind  of  labor : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  unto  the  said  Wareham  Wai^ner,  or  order, 
one  sixth  part  pay  of  a  soldier,  from  the  said  seventeenth 
day  of  September,  1783,  until  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

March  11, 1785.    . 


Chapter  116. 

Chan  116  resolve  approving  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners 

^  •  for  settling  the  line  between  this  commonwealth 

and  state  of  new  york,  eastward  of  hudson's  river, 

and  DIRECTING  THE  DELIVERY  OF  PAPERS  TO  THE  AGENTS 
FOR   SUPPORTING  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  this  Legislature  do  fully  approve  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  line 
between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  State  of  New  York, 
eastward  of  Hudson's  River,  in  their  endeavours  to  ascer- 


1784.  — January  SbssioJ^.  386 

tain  and  run  the  said  line  conformable  to  the  agreement 
made  and  executed  at  Hartford^  in  May^  A.  D.  1773. 

^And  whereas  the  said  Commissioners  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  and  run  the  said  line  in  conjunction  with  Gom^ 
missioners  appointed  for  thai  purpose  by  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  have  therefore  desisted  from  further  prosecuting 
the  said  business : 

Resolved y  That  the  report  of  the  said  Commissioners, 
with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  Agents  for  supporting  the  claims  of  this 
Commonwealth  before  a  Federal  Court,  to  be  holden  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  June  next ;  and  the  said  Agents  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  use  of  the 
papers  aforesaid  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  will 
promote  the  interest  of  this  Commonwealth. 

March  11, 1785. 

Chapter  117. 

A  GRANT   OF    SEVBNTT-BIOHT  POUNDS   TO   THE   DBLBOATES  Chat)  117 
OF   THIS   COMMONWEALTH,  TO   FORWARD   AN   EXPRESS   TO  ^' 

THE     COMMISSIONERS    FOR    DETERMINING    THE    DISPUTES 
BETWEEN  THIS  STATE  AND  NBIV  YORK. 

Whereas  the  Delegates  of  this  Oommonwealth  at  Con- 
gress have  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  Two 
hundred  and  sixty  Mexican  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  for* 
ward  an  express  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  consti-- 
tuting  in  part  a  Federal  Court  for  determining  the  dilute 
between  this  State  and  New  York  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Coun- 
cil, be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  issue  his  warrant  for 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  sixty  Mexican 
dollars;  and  the  Treasurer  is  direeted  to  discharge  the 
same  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  draft. 

March  11,  1786. 

Chapter  118. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE    PETITION   OF    DAVID  MEAD,  ALLOWING   A   CJiarh  lift 
NEW  TRIAL  ON  A  CERTAIN  REFERENCE.  AND  EMPOWERING  ^      F*      ^ 
THE    COURT  OF   COMMON  PLEAS  TO  BE  HELD  AT  CONCORD, 
AND  STAYING  EXECUTION. 

Whereas  David  Mead  hatfi  prayed  for  a  new  trial  on  a 
certain  reference  mentioned  in  his  petition  ^  for  reasons 
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therein  set  forth :  And  whereas  the  adverse  parties  have 
been  notified  agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  General  Courts 
to  shew  cause  {if  any  they  had)  why  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted^  but  did  not  appear: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  David  Mead^  and  each  of  the 
parties  mentioned  in  a  rale  of  Court  entered  into  at  a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Concord^  within  and 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex^  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September^  A.  D.  1783,  have  leave  to  enter  at  the  same 
Court  at  their  next  term,  the  several  actions  which  by  the 
said  rule  were  referred  to  the  determination  of  Benjamin 
Brown  and  John  Bridge^  Esq'rs.,  oi  Lexington^  and  Cap- 
tain Isaac  Gleasony  of  Waltham;  and  the  said  Court  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  try  and  determine 
the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  parties  had 
not  entered  into  the  said  rule ;  and  that  execution  upon 
each  of  the  said  actions  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

March  11,  1785. 


Chapter  119. 

Cha'D  119  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  SAMUEL  AUBE,  GRANTING  HIM 

^'  SB VENTBBN POUNDS  TWELVE  SHILLINGS,  IN  CONSOLIDATED 

NOTES ;    AND  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  FURNISH  THE 

ATTORNEY   GENERAL   WITH  COPIES    OF    HIS    PETITION  AND 

THIS  RESOLVE. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Amee,  setting  forth  that  one 
Moses  Barker,  had,  by  a  forged  order ,  drawn  from  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth ,  the  wages  due  to  him,  the 
said  Samuel, /or  his  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  State 
Train  of  Artillery^  under  the  command  of  Captain  Amos 
Lincoln,  and  praying  for  the  payment  of  his  said  wages: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  said  Samuel  Amee^ 
the  sum  of  Seventeen  pounds^  twelve  shillings^  by  delivering 
him  consolidated  notes  to  that  amount,  in  full  for  his  said 
service,  he  giving  sufficient  security  for  repayment  in  case 
it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  the  said  order  was  not  forged  ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed 
to  furnish  the  Attorney  General  with  attested  copies  of 
the  said  petition  and  this  resolve,  in  order  that  such  pro- 
ceedings may  be  had  as  to  law  and  justice  appertains. 

March  11, 1785. 
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Chapter  120. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   EBBSBZBR  'BRIDGE  AND  SAM-  Qhat)  120 
UBL    THATCHER,    ESQ'RS.,    CONFIRMING     THE     DOINGS    OF  -^* 

THADDEUS  MASOX,  ESQ;  AS  REGISTER  OF  DEEDS. 

On  the  petition  q/'Ebenezer  Bridge  and  Samuel  Thatcher, 
Esq>8.y  praying  that  the  dotngr*  o/" Tbaddeus  Mason,  Esq; 
as  Register  of  Deeds^  may  be  confirmed : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  be  granted,  and  that  all 
records  of  deeds,  as  also  all  copies,  attestations  and  cer- 
tificates by  Thaddeus  Mason,  Esq ;  attested  as  Register 
of  Deeds,  from  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  17b4,  to 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  of  the  same  year,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  as  fully  ratified  and  confirmed,  as  if  the  act  of 
the  General  Court  of  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  1784, 
(entitled,  '*  An  act  for  the  more  safe  keeping  the  registry 
of  deeds  and  conveyances  of  land,  and  for  appointing  the 
time  and  manrier  of  choosing  Registers,")  had  never  passed  ; 
any  other  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  12, 1786. 


Chapter  121. 

D,  A1>MINISTRA.  Chap.121 
,    EMP6WERING  ^'•'^/'•^^-^ 


RESOLVE  ON   THE    PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  FIELD,  Al>MINISTRA 
TOR    ON    THE   ESTATE    OF    SAMUEL    MUNN, 
HIM   TO    EXECUTE    A    GOOD    DEED    OF   THE    ESTATE   MEN- 
TIONED. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Field,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  the  said  Samuel  Munn,  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  of  sale  to  George  Grinnell,  of  the  whole  real 
estate  whereof  the  said  Samuel  Munn  died  seized,  consist- 
ing of  about  two  thirds  part  of  the  farm  in  Greenfield 
aforesaid,  on  which  Samuel  Munn,  father  of  the  said 
deceased,  lately  lived,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  now  in 
possession  of  the  said  GeorgeGririnell ;  he  the  said  Grinnell, 
first  paying  to  the  said  administrator  the  sum  of  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  agreeable  to  contract,  including  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  as  the  said  George  Grinnell  shall 
make  appear  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the 
claims  of  the  creditors  to  the  said  estate,  that  he  paid  to 
the  said  Samuel  Munn,  before  his  decease,  in  part  pay  for 
the  aforesaid  land  and  buildings ;  and  the  administrator 
aforesaid  shall,  before  the  sale  aforesaid,  give  bond,  with 
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sufficient  sureties  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county 
of  Hampshire^  to  account  with  him  for  the  disposal  of 
the  money  he  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this  resolve. 

March  14, 1785. 

Chapter  122. 

Chap.122  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  filer,  empower- 

^  ING  HIM  TO  ENTER  THE  ACTION    MENTIONED,  AT  A  COURT 

OF  COMMON  PLEAS  TO  BE  HELD  AT  PITTSFIBLD,  AND  STAY- 
ING EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Filer,  praying  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  revive  two  anions  in  favor  of  Solomon 
Lathrop  against  him,  on  which  judgments  were  rendered 
by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  county  q/"  Berkshire, 
February  Term,  1784: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jonathan  Filer  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  empowered  to  enter  the  said  actions  at  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  holden  at  Pittsfidd,  within 
and  for  the  said  county  of  Berkshire,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  May  next,  by  filing  with  the  clerk  of  the  said 
Court  attested  copies  of  all  the  papers  contained  in  those 
cases ;  that  the  said  actions  shall  thereupon  be  continued 
to  the  next  term  of  the  holding  the  said  Court ;  that  a 
notificatioh  shall  thereupon  be  made  of  the  premises,  and 
served  on  the  said  Solomon  Lathrop,  or  his  attoraey, 
fourteen  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court  to  which 
the  said  actions  shall  be  continued,  when  the  said  Court 
shall  proceed  in  said  actions  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
if  the  said  actions  had  been  originally  continued  to  the  same 
Court,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  no  execution  of  the  judg- 
ments aforesaid  shall  be  made.  March  14, 1785. 
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Chapter  123. 

GRANT  TO  THE  HONORABLE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE  AND 
SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE,  AND  TO  EACH  CLERK. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Honorable 
Samuel  Adams,  Esq  ;  President  of  the  Senate,  the  sum 
of  Six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's  attendance  the 
present  session  of  the  General  Court ;  and  to  the  Hon. 
Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  sum  of  Six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  present  session,  over 
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and  above  their  respective  pay  as  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  Thomas  Edwards,  Esq  ;  Clerk  to  the 
honorable  Senate^  and  to  Mr.  George  Richards  Minoty 
Clerk  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  Sixty ^ 
Jive  pounds,  each,  in  full  for  their  respective  services  the 
year  past,  including  the  former  grant  made  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Joseph  Eckley, 
Chaplain  to  the  two  Houses,  the  sum  of  Twelve  pounds,  in 
full  for  his  attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  year 
past.  March  14, 1785. 

Chapter  124. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WALTER  UCFARLAND,  GRANT-  CAaO.124 
ING  HIM  SEVEN  POUNDS,  ONE  SHILLING  FOR  BRINGING  TO  -^ 

HIS  DUTY  A  DISOBEDIENT  SOLDIER. 

On  the  petition  of  Walter  McFarland,  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  and  paid  his  account  herewith  exhibited, 
amounting  to  Seven  pounds,  one  shilling,  being  so  much 
by  him  expended  in  securing  and  bringing  to  his  duty  a 
disobedient  soldier,  who  refused  to  join  the  corps  to  which 
he  belonged: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Walter  McFarland,  the  afore- 
said sum  of  Seven  pounds,  one  shilling,  in  full  of  his  said 
account.  March  14, 1785. 

Chapter  126. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  LETTER  OF  THE  HONORABLE  DAVID  SB  WALL,  ChttD  125 
ESQ;  EMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE    SUPREME    JUDI-  ^* 

CIAL  COURT   TO    PROCEED    TO  ASCERTAIN    THE    VALUE    IN 
CURRENT  MONET  OF  CERTAIN  NOTES. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  a>ct  made  and  passed  in  the  year 
1780,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  and  pay- 
ment of  the  balances  that  may  appear  to  be  due,  by  virtue 
of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  sixth  of 
February,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
to  this  State's  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  agreeably  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress,  and  for  supplying  the 
treasury  with  a  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose:  "  Among 
other  things,  ^^  It  is  enacted,  that  certain  persons  therein 
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named  are  severally  appointed  to  collect  and  keep  a  true 
account^  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment^  of  the 
prices  of  Corny  Beef^  Sheep's  Wool^  and  Sole  Leather y  in 
their  respective  counties^  monthly y  duriiig  the  term  of  eight 
years^  from  the  first  rfay  o/"  January,  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty y  and  make  a  true  report  of  the  same 
into  the  Secretary's  officCy  upon  the  last  Tuesday  in  August 
and  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  February,  annually y  during 
the  said  eight  years;''  from  the  average  prices  whereof  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  are  to  ascertain 
the  valucy  in  current  money  y  of  certain  notes  given  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army :  And  whereas  it  appears 
to  this  Court y  that  five  counties  only  have  made  returns  y 
conformably  to  the  said  act :  Therefore 

Resolvedy  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and  directed 
to  proceed  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  value  in  cur- 
rent money,  of  the  notes  before  mentioned,  from  such 
returns  as  they  have  received,  and  their  own  judgment  in 
the  premises.  March  15 y  1785. 

Chapter  126. 

Chav.126  RESOLVE  establishing  the   pay  of   the  committee  on 

^'  ACCOUNTS  ABOVE   THEIR  PAY    AS    MEMBERS    OF  THE    GEN- 

ERAL COURT. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Accounts,  One  shilling  per  day,  for  their 
attendance  upon  the  business  of  the  said  Commission, 
during  the  several  sittings  of  the  General  Court  the  pres- 
ent year,  over  and  above  their  pay  as  members  of  the 
Legislature.  March  15  y  1785. 

Chapter  127. 

C7Aa7),l 27  RESOLVE  ON  THE    PETITION    OV  JOHN    CAR\ES.    FOR    AND    IN 
^  *  BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LYNN,  PRAYING  FOR  AN   ABATE- 

MENT OF  A  FINE.  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Cames,^?'  and  in  behalf  of  the 
town  q/'Lynn,  praying  for  an  abatement  of  a  finCy  t&c.  set 
on  the  said  town : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  town  of  Lynn  and  district  of  iynn/JeW, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  abated  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
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andfimrtem  pounds^  two  shtlUngs  and  six  pence^  to  be 
divided  between  them  according  to  the  proportion  they 
bear  to  each  other  in  the  taxes,  it  being  what  they  were 
set  while  one  town,  as  a  fine  (over  and  above  the  average 
price)  for  a  deficiency  of  five  men,  required  of  them  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court,  December  2,  1780. 

And  it  isfurtkei'  Resolved  ^  That  the  sum  of  Sixty -one 
pounds y  fourteen  shillings  and  eleven  pence,  being  the  ten 
per  cent,  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  fines  from 
the  people  called  Quakers,  in  the  said  town  of  Lynn, 
agreeable  to  the  Militia  Act,  and  which,  through  inadver- 
tency of  the  Assessors,  was  returned  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth,  be  abated  to  the  said  town  of  Lynn; 
and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Lynn  and  district  of 
Lynnfield,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolve,  on  the  Tax 
No.  3,  for  the  year  1783.  March  15, 1785. 

Chapter  128. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  THIRTY  POUNDSy  SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS  TO  Chai:)  128 
GEORGE  LITTLE,  COMMANDER   OF   THE  SLOOP    WINTHROP  ^* 

FOR  ADVANCES  FOR  THE  CREW  OF  SAID  SLOOP. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary 
of  this  Commonwealth,  that  George  Little,  late  com- 
mander* of  the  sloop  Winthrop,  has  advanced  Thirty 
pounds,  sixteen  shillings  more  than  he  received: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasuiy  of  this  Commonwealth  to  George  Little,  late  com- 
mander of  the  sloop  Winthrop,  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  sum  of  Tfiirty  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  in 
full  for  what  he  advanced  for  the  crew  of  the  sloop 
Winthrop.  March  15, 1785. 

Chapter  129. 

RESOLVE  FOR  ADJOURNING  HAMPSHIRE  COURT  TO   THE  FIRST  C'AaO  129 
TUESDAY  OF  MAY  NEXT.  ^' 

Whereas  a  larger  portion  of  time  will  necessarily  be 
required  for  hearing  and  determining  the  civil  and  crimi- 
nal causes  that  are  now  pending,  and  probably  will  be 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  the  several 
counties  of  Worcester  and  Hampshire,  at  the  next  tei^ms 
there  respectively,  than  the  present  an^angement  of  the  said 
Courts  will  admit : 
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It  is  therefore  Resolved^  That  the  Supretae  Judicial 
Court,  by  law  to  be  held  at  Northampton^  for  the  county 
of  Hampshire^  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  next,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next, 
then  to  be  held  at  the  said  Northampton^  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Hampshire. 

And  it  is  farther  Resolved^  That  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  by  law  to  be  held  at  Plymouth^  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Plymouth:,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  next, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  adjourned  to  the  third  Wednesday  of 
May  next,  being  the  18th  day  of  the  same  month,  then  to 
be  held  at  Plymouth^  for  the  county  of  Plymouth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  by  law  to  be  held  at  Barnstable^  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable^  for  the  counties  of  Barnstable  and  Dukes 
County^  on  the  Wednesday  preceding  the  third  Tuesday 
of  May  next,  be,  and  hereby  is,  adjourned  to  the  fourth 
Monday  of  May  next,  being  the  twenty-third  day  of  the 
same  month,  then  to  be  held  at  the  said  Barnstable^  for 
the  counties  of  Barnstable  and  Dukes  County^  and  par- 
ties, witnesses,  and  all  others  interested  or  concerned, 
are  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
And  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  furnish  the  Justices  of 
the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court  with  a  copy  of  these 
resolves,  that  they  may  direct  the  venires  for  jurymen  to 
be  issued  accordingly.  And  the  Secretary  is  likewise 
directed  seasonably  to  publish  these  resolves  in  one  of  the 
Boston  news  papers,  and  also  in  the  Worcester  and 
Springfield  news  papers,  three  weeks  successively. 

March  15,  1785. 


Chapter  130. 

CAa».130  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  TIMOTHY  WHITS ET^l^B^YLkVP 
^  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LOUDON,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO 

RECEIVE  THE  SUMS  MENTIONED. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Timothy  Whitnev,  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Loudon,  shewing  that  John  Babb,  a  Collector 
of  public  taxes  for  the  said  town,  hath  in  his  possession 
Fifteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars,  and  one  half 
dollar,  of  Continental  bills  of  credit,  and  it  appearing 
to  this  Court  that  he  received  said  bills  to  the  use  of 
this  Commonwealth  before  the  tenth  day  of  June,  1781 : 
Therefore^ 
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Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  receive 
the  aforesaid  sum,  and  discharge  the  said  Babb  for  the 
amount  thereof  upon  the  taxes  in  the  payment  of  which 
he  is  now  deficient.  March  16, 1785. 

Chapter  131. 

KESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  BORROW   MONEY  TO  Char)  131 
PAY  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT  THE  PRESENT  ^' 

SESSION. 

Whereas  it  may  happen,  thai  at  the  ensuing  adjourn- 
meni  of  this  Court,  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  pay  the 
members  may  not  be  in  the  treasury :   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
empowered  and  directed  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  to  pay  the  members  of  the  General  Court  for 
their  services  during  the  present  session ;  provided  there 
is  not  a  sum  adequate  to  the  above  purpose  now  in  the 
treasury.  March  15,  1785. 


Chapter  132. 

BESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  NATHANIEL  DAVENPORT,    AU-  QXnr)  132 
THORIZING  HIM  TO  SELL  THE  ESTATE  MENTIONED.  v>'ftu/^. 

Upon  the  petition  q/"  Nathaniel  Davenport,  r7?^arcZza7i  to 
Euclit  and  Thomas  Houghton,  minors,  praying  for  licence 
to  sell  the  real  estates  of  the  said  minors: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Nathaniel  Davenport  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  sell  and  convey 
all  the  real  estate  of  which  the  said  Euclit  and  Thomas 
are  seized,  and  make  and  execute  deeds  thereof  to  the 
purchasers,  observing  in  the  sale  thereof,  all  the  rules  and 
directions  which  executors  and  administrators  are  holden 
to  in  the  sale  of  real  estates,  and  first  giving  bond,  with 
sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  to  account  with  the  said  minors,  when  they 
shall  arrive  at  full  age,  for  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale, 
with  interest  therefor.  March  16, 1785. 


Chapter  133. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  THE  TOWN  OF  TYRINGHAM,  TO 
RELIEVE  THEM  OF  CERTAIN  TAXES  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  TyvinghvLxn,  praying  to  be 
relieved  of  certain  taxes. 


Ghap.l^^ 
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Resolved f  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition,  that 
the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted,  as  that  there  be 
remitted  to  the  said  town,  the  sum  of  Tivo  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds^  fifteen  shillings  and  five  pence  halfpenny^ 
which  sum,  it  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  stands 
charged  against  the  said  town,  for  taxes  deficient  from 
the  year  1755  to  the  year  1760;  and  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said 
town  of  Tyringham  accordingly.  March  16^  1785. 

Chapter  134. 

C7Aa».134  resolve  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  appleton,  esq; 

GRANTING   HIM   A  SUM   OF   MONEY  OF  THE  OLD    EMISSION, 
FOR  REASONS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  jyetition  of  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Esq;  setting 
forth^  that  Niqe  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollai^s 
of  this  Staters  proportion  of  Continental  money ^  was  coun- 
terfeit y  and  that  he  paid  the  deficiency  out  of  his  oum  money, 
and  praying  thai,  he  may  be  repaid  agreeable  to  the  scale  of 
depreciation^  (&c. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  State  to  the  said  Nathanid  Appleton^  the  afore- 
said sum  of  Nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars^ 
in  Continental  money  of  the  old  emission,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  said  petition.  March  16^  1785. 

Chapter  135. 

Chaj)  135  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  ashfield, 
^  '  abating  a  fine  set  against  said  town. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Ash&eld^  praying  for 
abateinent  of  a  fine  set  against  said  town  in  the  Tax  Act 
of  March,  1783, /or  a  deficiency  of  one  iJian  to  serve  in  the 
Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years^  and  it  aj)pears 
to  this  Court  that  the  said  town  of  Ashfield  did  actually 
procure  their  full  quota  of  the  said  requisition :   Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  credit  the  said  town  o{  Ashfield  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds^  two  shillings  and  six 
pencCy  in  full  for  the  fine  and  average  price  of  the  said 
man,  in  the  Tax  Act  of  March^  1783.     March  16^  1785. 
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Chapter  136. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION   OF    ROBERT  HOOPER,   ESQ;    AU-  Chap.136 
THORIZING    THE    COMMITTEE     OF     SALES     OF     ABSENTEES  ^ 

ESTATES,  FOK  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  TO  SURRENDER  UP 
EVERY  PART  OF  THE  LAND,  &c.  MENTIONED. 

Wkereaff  f/ihH  Commoiwreallh^  before  their  Justices  of  their 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Newbury  Port,  in  and 
for  the  county  o/"  Essex,  on  the  last  7 uesday  of  September , 
1782,  recovered  judgment  fr/r  their  title  and  po*%session  of 
and  in  a  certain  mess^iage,  lands  and  tenements,  situate  in 
Marblehead,  in  the  county  o/*  Essex,  and  upon  which  judg- 
ment  ^.ecution  issued,  and  possession  of  all  the  j^ronises 
recovered  as  aforesaid  iras  regularly  given  on  the  \%th  of 
las ovemhev  following,  by  the  Shf^riff  of  the  said  county,  to 
Israel  Hutchinson,  Esq;-  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth; 
and  whereas  it  appears  that  the  said  messuage,  lands  and 
jnemises^  at  the  time  of  the  making  up  of  the  said  judgment, 
were  the  legal  property,  and  of  right  belonged  to  Robert 
Hooper,  Esq;  of  the  said  Marblehead,  and  that  he  ought 
now  to  be  in  quiet  possession  of  the  same:   TJierefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Israel  Hutchinson,  Esq  ;  with 
the  Committee  of  Sales  of  Absentees  Estates  for  the  said 
county  of  Essex,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
directed  forthwith  to  surrender  up  to  the  said  Robert 
Hooper,  all  and  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  land,  messu- 
age and  premises  aforesaid,  which  they  hold  by  virtue  of 
the  extension  of  the  execution  aforesaid,  or  by  any  par- 
ticular resolve  of  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth ; 
any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary,  in  any  wise,  notwith- 
standing. March  16,  1785. 


Chapter  137. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BESJAMIN  AND  ISRAEL  FEAR-  Chnry  137 
ING,  IN   BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF   WAREHAM,  APPOINTING  ^'^^1  ' 
A   COMMITTEE   TO  REPAIR   TO  THE   SAID  TOWN,  VIEW  THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES,  AND  REPORT,  &c. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Fearing  and  Israel  Fear- 
ing, in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Wareham,  representing  the 
inability  of  the  said  town  to  pay  the  taxes  already  assessed 
upon  them,  and  praying  for  relief: 

Resolved,  That  Elisha  May,  Charles  Cashing,  Esq'rs. 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke^  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the 


396  1784.  —  January  Session. 

town  of  Wareharrij  and  take  a  view  thereof,  and  also  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  report  a  state  of  the  same  at  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Court ;  the  said  town  of  Wareham  defraying  the 
whole  expence  of  the  said  committee. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  all  executions  against 
the  said  town  of  Wareham  be  stayed  till  a  final  deter- 
mination of  the  General  Court  be  had  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  aforesaid.  March,  16^  1785. 

Chapter  138. 

GhapA3S  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  the    selectmen   of   SALEM, 

^  authorizing  miles  ward  to  collect  the  taxes  men- 

tioned. 

On  the  pefition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Salem,  praying  that 
Miles  Ward,  tertius^  may  be  authorized  to  collect  the  public 
taxes  remaining  uncollected  on  the  several  tax  lists^  which 
in  the  year  1783  were  committed  to  one  John  Andrew,  a 
Collector  of  the  same  town^  who  has  since  absconded: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Miles  Ward,  tertius,  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect  the 
public  taxes  which  remain  uncollected  on  the  several  tax 
lists  aforesaid,  as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 
he  had  been  regularly  and  legally  chosen  a  Collector  for 
that  purpose,  and  had  received,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
necessary  warrants  of  collection  agreeably  thereto,  he,  the 
said  Ward,  being  first  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  assigned  him  by  this  resolve. 

March  16, 1785. 

Chapter  139. 

Chap.lS9  resolve  on  the  petition  of  josiah  waters,  as  agent 

FOR  THE  OWNERS  OF  THE  SHIP  GBySRAL  PUTNAM,  LOST 
ON  THE  EXPEDITION  AT  PENOBSCOT,  GRANTING  NINE 
THOUSAND  POUNDS,  IN  MANNER  AS  OTHER  OWNERS  OF 
VESSELS  WERE   PAID. 

On  the  petition  of  Josiah  Waters,  cw  agent  for  the 
ow7iers  of  the  ship  General  Putnam,  lost  on  the  ^tpedition 
against  the  British  Post  at  Penobscot,  setting  forth,  that 
the  said  ship  was  taken  by  order  of  this  Government  into 
their  service,  against  the  consent  of  the  moners  thereof;  and 
that  the  said  ship  teas  appraised  by  persons  appointed  by 
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the  then  Board  of  War,  in  which  appraisement  neither  the 
said  oioners  nor  their  agent  had  any  voicCy  nor  were  consent- 
ing thereto;  and  it  appearing  that  the  sum  at  which  this 
ship  was  appraised  was  not  equal  to  her  value,  compared 
with  the  value  at  which  other  vessels  lost  on  the  same  expe- 
dition were  appraised: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Josiah  Waters^ 
as  agent  to  the  owners  of  the  said  ship  General  Putnam^ 
the  sum  of  Nine  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  in  the 
same  way  and  manner  as  the  owners  of  the  other  vessels- 
lost  on  the  said  expedition  were  paid,  which  sum  of  Nine 
thousand  pounds  shall  be  in  full  payment  for  the  said  ship, 
with  her  appurtenances  and  equipments  :  Provided  never- 
theless, That  if  the  Treasurer  of  this  ComYnonwealth  has 
already  paid  any  sum  or  sums  on  account  of  the  loss  of 
the  said  ship  General  Putnam,  the  same  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Nine  thousand  pounds,  and  the 
balance  thereof  only  be  paid.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  140. 

BESOLVE   GRANTING   TBJRTEES    HUNDRED   AND   SIXTT-FIVE  Ghap.liO 
POUNDS,  FOE  DEFRAYING  THE  NECESSARY  CHARGES  OF  THE  ^  ' 

COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Essex  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax 
of  Thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds,  to  be  appor- 
tioned and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county 
and  estates  lying  within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and 
applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  141. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  LIEUT.   GOVERNOR   TO    FORWARD  Chnn^A^ 
TO  THE  DELEGATES  AT  CONGRESS,  COPIES  OF  THE  REPORT  ^'^^P*^^^ 
OF  THE  AGENTS  WHO  REPAIRED  TO  THE  EASTERN  PART  OF 
THIS  STATE,  BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  JULY;  1784,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Lieut.  Governor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  forward  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Commonwealth,  at  Congress,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  copies  of  the  report  made  by  the  Agents  appointed  by 
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a  resolve  of  the  7th  of  Jidi/^  1784,  to  repair  to  the  eastern 
part  of  this  State,  to  inform  themselves  of  encroachments 
made  by  British  subjects ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  Rufus  Putnam^  Esq ;  to  the  Legislature,  with 
respect  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  State,  and  such 
parts  of  the  official  correspondence  between  the  late 
Governor  Hancock  and  Governor  Parr,  of  ^ova  Scotia, 
touching  the  same  boundary,  as  may  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  with  such  other  information 
and  evidence  concerning  the  same  boundary  line,  as  he 
may  be  able  to  procure. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Lieut.  Governor 
be  requested  to  inform  the  said  Delegates,  that  it  is  the 
expectation  of  the  General  Court,  that  they  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  procure  such  instructions  from 
Congress  to  their  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London,  as 
shall  be  thought  most  effectual  to  prevent  any  further  dis- 
putes concerning  the  said  eastern  boundary,  and  cause 
the  encroachments  aforesaid  to  be  removed. 

March  17, 1786. 

Chapter  142. 

Chap  142  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  timothy  jackson,  of  new-- 

^'  TOWN,  GIVING    LIBERTY    TO    THE   ADMINISTRATOR   OF    HIS 

LATE  FATHER'S  ESTATE,  TO  PAY  THE  PRINCIPAL  SUM  MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Jackson,  of  Newtown,  f^et- 
ting  forth,  that  jyrevious  to  the  late  icar,  his  father  was 
indebted  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Jane  Eustis,  a  sum  of 
money  by  bond,  and  mortgaged  his  real  estate  as  collateral 
security  for  payment  thereof,  and  that  the  money  due  as 
aforesaid  became  the  property  of  Sampson  Salter  Blowers, 
Esq;  an  absentee,  and  that  the  said  bond,  during  the  said 
war,  was  carried  out  of  this  Cominonwealth,  so  that  the 
same  coidd  not  be  come  at  to  be  discharged ;  that  since  the 
establishment  of  peace,  an  action  of  ejectment  has  been 
brought  against  the  said  Timothy  for  the  possejismn  of  the 
j)remises  mortgaged  as  aforesaid,  and  judgment  hath  been 
rend er^ed  for  the  sa?ne,  and  the  said  Timothy  is  likely  to 
be  dispossessed  of  the  said  estate,  unless  the  principal  sum 
mentioned  in  the  condition  of  the  said  deed  is  paid,  with 
interest  in  full,  contrary  to  a  resolve  of  this  Co^nmon- 
wealth,  passed  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court,  post- 
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poning  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  on  absentees  debts ^ 
in  certain  cases^  until  the  sense  of  Congress  could  be  had 
thereon :  Be  it  therefore 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  administrator  on  the  said  estate 
of  the  said  Jackson  shall  be,  and  hereby  he  is  at  liberty  to 
pay  the  principal  sum  due  on  the  said  bond,  with  the 
interest  thereon,  up  to  the  19th  day  of  Aprils  1775,  with 
such  costs  and  charges  of  Court  as  shall  or  may  arise  in 
consequence  of  the  said  action  brought  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  same  shall  operate  in  bar  of  the  said  action,  as  fully 
as  if  the  whole  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  thereon, 
was  paid  to  the  making  up  the  said  judgment :  Provided 
always,  and  this  resolve  shall  not  be  construied  to  prevent 
the  future  payment  of  the  said  interest  due  since  the  said 
19th  day  of  April,  1775,  provided  the  interest  due  on  the 
debts  of  absentees  shall  be  finally  adjudged  by  Congress 
or  this  Commonwealth  as  justly  due  to  the  said  absentees. 

Be  it  further  Besolvedy  That  all  sums  of  money  paid  on 
the  said  bond  since  the  said  19th  day  of  April,  1775, 
shall  be  considered  as  paid  towards  the  principal  and 
Interest,  due  previous  to  the  said  19th  day  of  April, 
1775,  and  not  afterwards,  any  law  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  143. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  JBNKS,  TO  SERVE  SAM-  (Jhan  143 
VEL  MILLER  AND    CALEB    HILL,    AS    MENTIONED,    WITH    A  ^'^^F'^^ 
COPY  OF  THE  PETITION  AND    ORDER  THEREON,  AND    STAY- 
ING EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Jenks,  praying  for  a  trial  and 
hearing  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  holden 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  in  an  action  or  plea  of 
trespass  on  the  case  commenced  against  him  by  Samuel 
Miller  and  Caleb  Hill,  at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held 
in  said  county  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May,  A.  D.  1784 ; 
and  that  further  proceedings  in  the  said  action  be  stayed  in 
the  mean  time,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  serve  the  said  Samuel  and 
Caleb,  or  their  attorney,  with  an  attested  copy  of  his 
petition  and  this  order  thereon,  fifteen  days  before  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court,  that  they  may  then  appear  and  shew  cause  (if  any 
they  have)  on  the  said  day,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said 


400  1784-  —  January  SessioK- 

petition  should  not  be  granted.  And  it  is  hereby  resolved, 
that  execution,  or  any  further  proceedings  on  the  said 
action,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time.         March  17^  1785. 

Chapter  144. 

ChaV  144  RESOLVE  entitling  JOHN  FRANCIS,  CAPT.  of  the  llTH  MASSA- 
'  ^'  CHUSETTS  regiment,  TO  ONE  EIGHTH  PART  OF  PAY. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissary 
of  Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  John  Francis,  Capt.  of  the 
eleventh  Massachusetts  regiment^  who  lost  one  finger  and 
the  use  of  another  finger  by  a  shot^  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  John  Francis  be  entitled  to 
receive  one  eighth  part  of  pay  as  a  Captain,  from  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  March  ^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  or 
Congress.  March  17^1 785. 


Chap.US 


Chapter  145. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  LBICBS- 
TER,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECALL  THE  EXECU- 
TION ISSUED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  THREE 
CONSTABLES  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Leicester,  in  behalf 
of  the  said  town^  praying  to  be  relieved  from  an  execution 
issued  against  them  by  Thomas  I  vers.  Treasurer  of  the  said 
Commonwealth^  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  recall  his  said  execution  against  the  said  town, 
and  discharge  them  from  the  sum  for  which  the  said  exe- 
cution was  issued,  on  account  of  the  deficiencies  of  three 
delinquent  Constables,  viz.  Benjamin  Richardson^  James 
Jackson^  and  John  CrowU  the  said  sum  being  Twelve 
pounds y  eight  shillings  and  seven  pence;  it  appearing  to 
this  Court  that  the  sums  aforesaid  have  heretofore  been 
paid  into  the  treasury.  March  17^  1785. 

Chapter  146. 

ChaV  146  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  jambs  swan,  ESQ;  DIRECTING 
^'  THE  committee  UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF    UNAPPROPRIATED 

LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  TO  SELL  HIM  LAND,  AS 
MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  the  General  Court  that.  James 
Swan,  Esq;  is  in  possession  of  several  certificates  or  due 
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bUls  Jrom  the  Treasurer  of  this  CommonweaUh^  payable  in 
gold  or  silver^  from  the  proceeds  of  the  outstanding  taxeSy 
which  he  is  desirous  may  be  received  from  him  in  payment 
for  lands :  Therefore 

Hesolvedj  That  the  Committee  appointed  the  28th  of 
October^  1783,  upon  the  subject  of  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln^  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  author- 
ized to  sell  lands  to  the  said  James^  at  the  value  thereof 
in  gold  or  silver,  to  the  amount  of  such  certificates  and 
due  bills,  and  receive  the  same  certificates  or  due  bills  in 
payment  therefor,  he  giving  a  receipt  thereon,  and  the 
same  to  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth. 

March  17, 1786. 

Chapter  147. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PEXmON    OF   THE    HON.  JAMBS   RUSSELL,  (JJiaV  147 
ESQ;  EMPOWERING  HIM  TO  PERFORM  ALL  THINGS  AS  EXEC-  ^' 

UXOR      TO      THE      WILL      OF    CHAMBERS      RUSSELL,    ESQ; 
DECEASED,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  James  Russell,  ^sq;  repre- 
senting that  Jonathan  Sewall,  JSsq;  Joint  executor  with  him 
of  the  will  of  the  late  Chambers  Russell,  ^.99, '  is  absent 
from  this  country,  and  that  there  is  no  probability  of  the 
said  Sewall's  return: 

Resolved,  That  James  Russell,  Esq  ;  one  of  the  execu- 
tors of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Chamber's  Russell, 
Esq ;  late  deceased,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  to 
do  and  perform  all  things  as  an  executor  to  the  aforesaid 
will,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  he,  the  said  Russell, 
and  the  said  Sewall,  might  have  done  in  conjunction  as 
executors  to  the  said  will ;  any  thing  in  the  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  148. 

RESOLVE   EXTENDING   LICENCES   TO    QBORQE  SPOONER,  AND  nh„^  I4Q 
OTHERS,  TO  THE  NEXT  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT.        ^^*"i'-^*C> 

Whereas  the  Grovemor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  hath 
granted  licemie  to  George  Spooner,  John  Amory,  Thomas 
Oxnard,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  Thomas  Brattle,  David 
Green  and  Isaac  Winslow,  to  reside  within  this  Cornimcm- 
wealth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  licences  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby 
are  approved,  and  shall  be  continued  in  full  force  till  the 
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second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court : 
Provided y  The  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council, 
shall  judge  the  continuance  of  the  persons  licenced  as 
aforesaid  not  incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. March  17  ^  1785, 


Chapter  149. 

Ghav  149  i^esolvb  on  the  petition  of  john  wilet  and  others,  in 

^'  BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DALTON,  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 

URER  TO   CREDIT   THE    SAID   TOWN   THE   TAXES  PRIOR  TO 
JANUARY  1,  1782. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Wiley  and  otherSy  in  behalf  of 
the  tovm  of  Dalton,  representing  thai  the  public  taxes  are 
greatly  accumulated  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
beyond  their  abilities  to  pay;  and  the  representation 
appearing  to  this  Court  to  be  well  grounded: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Dalton  all  their  taxes  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  January ^  1782.  Mardi  17^  1785. 


Chapter  150. 

C%ai>  150  RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION    OF   JOSEPH  ASHLEY  AJfD  MART 
^'  LEONARD,    ADMINISTRATORS     ON     THE     ESTATE    OF   COL. 

DAVID   LEONARD,  DECEASED,   TO    NOTIFY   THE    CREDITORS 
TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  AND  STAYING  EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Ashley  and  Mary  Leonard, 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  Col.  David  Leonard, 
deceased^  praying  that  a  longer  time  may  be  allowed  the 
creditors  of  the  said  estate  to  bring  in  their  claims,  or  to 
confrm  the  second  apportionment  made  by  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  settling  the  said  estate,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  notify  the  creditors  of 
the  said  estate  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court, 
why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted, 
by  publishing  a  copy  of  this  resolve  in  the  Springfield 
news  papers,  three  weeks  before  the  said  second  Thurs- 
day, and  that  all  suits  against  the  petitioners  in  the  said 
capacity,  in  the  mean  time,  be  stayed, 

March  17, 1785. 
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Chapter  151. 

RSSOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION  OF  HjBZBXT/IH  SJI/TJJ,  DIRECTING  (7;^^2>.151 
TUE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  »A.LE  OF  ABSENTEES  ESTATES  IN  ^ 

THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX  i  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO  OMIT  CALLING  ON  SAID  SMITH  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  HIS 
NOTE  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  of 
Haverhill,  has  served  the  Commonwealth  (is  a  Chaplain  in 
the  Continental  Army  faithfully^  and  in  other  respects 
exerted  himself  in  the  cause  of  his  country  in  the  late  war^ 
and  has  represented  to  the  legislature  that  he  has  purchased 
of  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  a  small  piece  of  land,  and  building  thereon, 
and  giving  his  promissory  note  therefor,  in  the  sum  of 
Eighty-nine  pounds,  which  he  cannot  without  great  diffi- 
culty discharge  at  this  time;  which  representation  appearing 
to  be  true: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  for  the  sale  of 
absentees  estates  lodge  the  said  note  with  the  Treasurer, 
and  thereupon  be  discharged  to  the  amount  thereof,  and 
that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  sus- 
pend calling  on  the  said  Hezekiah  for  the  payment  of  his 
said  note,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
time  of  passing  this  resolve.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  152. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BBESEZER  COOK  AND  OTHERS,  ChaV  152 
CORDWAINERS,    IN    BERKSHIRE    COUNTY,    SUBJECTING    NO  -^* 

PERSON  WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  TO  PROSECUTION 
FOR  THE  BREACH  OP  ANY  LAW  PROHIBITING  THE  SAME 
PERSON  FROM  CARRYING  ON  MORE  THAN  ONE  BRANCH  OF 
BUSINESS  IN  LEATHER  MANUFACTORY. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Cook  and  others,  cordwain- 
ers,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  setting  forth,  that  during 
the  troubles  of  war,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  things  conse- 
quent thereon,  they  were  under  a  necessity  to  tan  and  curry 
their  own  leather:  And  whereas  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  same  causes  have  opei*ated  to  the  practice 
aforesaid  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealih :  It  is 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  no  person  whatever  within  this  Com- 
monweaUh  shall  be  subject  to  any  prosecution,  fine  or 
penalty,  on  account  of  the  breach  of  any  law  prohibiting 
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the  same  person  from  carrying  on  more  than  one  branch 
of  the  business  of  the  leather  manufactory,  at  any  time  or 
times  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  A.D,  1775, 
and  the  nineteenth  day  of  Aprils  1785. 

March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  153. 

CAax>.153  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  jeremiah  cadt,  empower- 

^'  ING    THE   SHERIFF    OF    THE    COUNTY    OF    BERKSHIRE,   TO 

RELEASE   HIM    FROM    HIS   CONFINEMENT.  ON    PAYING   THE 
EXCISE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  Cady,  praying  thai  he  may 
be  released  from  his  confinement  in  Great  Barrington  goaly 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  on  the  petitioner's  making  payment  of  the 
excise  due  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  of  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire,  and  the  cost  that  hath  arisen  on  the  suit  brought 
against  the  said  Cady  for  not  accounting  for  the  excise  on 
the  liquors  by  him  disposed  of,  according  to  law,  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Berkshire  is  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  release  the  said  Jeremiah  Cady  from  his 
confinement  in  goal  on  that  account ;  any  law  or  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  154. 

ChaT}  154  RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF   PATRICK  NEEF,  DIRECTING 
^  THE    TREASURER   TO    GIVE  TWO  CONSOLIDATED  NOTES,  HE 

GIVING  SECURITY  TO  REFUND  IN  CASE,  &o. 

On  the  petition  of  Patrick  Neef,  praying  thai  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonicealth  may  be  directed  to  give  him  two 
consolidated  notes,  for  rea^sons  mentioned  in  the  said  peti^ 
tion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  give  to  the  said  Patrick 
Neeftyfo  notes,  one  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  January, 
1782,  for  the  sum  of  Thirty-nine  pounds,  eleven  shillings, 
with  nine  months  interest  paid,  endorsed  on  the  said  note ; 
also  one  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  November,  1782,  for 
the  sum  oi  Five  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence,  in 
place  of  certain  notes  of  the  like  tenor  and  date  consumed 
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by  fire;  Providedy  That  the  said  Patrick  Jfeef  do  give 
security  to  the  Treasurer  to  refund  the  value  of  the  notes 
he  shall  give  as  before  directed,  in  case  the  notes  said  to 
be  destroyed  shall  hereafter  be  offered  at  the  treasury  for 
payment.  March  17,1 785. 

Chapter  155. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BATH,  ChaV»155 
DIRECTING   THE    TREASURER    TO    CREDIT    SAID    TOVTN    A  ^* 

CERTAIN  SUM  MENTIONED,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COLLECT- 
ORS OF  SAID  TOWN  TO  PAY  SAID  SUM  INTO  THEIR  TOWN 
TREASURY. 

On  the  representation  of  the  town  of  Bath,  setting  forth^ 
that  they  were  not  credited  for  the  average  price  of  one  man 
which  they  procured  to  serve  for  three  years  in  the  Conti- 
nentaJ  Army : 

Besolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Bath,  for  the  sum  of 
Eighty-five  pounds  and  thirteen  shillings^  it  being  the 
average  price  of  the  men  who  served  for  three  years  in 
the  Continental  Army,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  Decern^ 
ber  2d,  1780. 

And  it  is  further  resolved.  That  the  Collector  or  Collect- 
ors of  the  said  town  of  Bath  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  pay  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Eighty-five  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings  into  their  town  treasury. 

March  17,1785. 

Chapter  156. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  PAY  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  Chap.\5Q 
COURT  AND  HON.  COUNCIL.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the 
Honorable  Council  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  the  sum 
of  Eight  shillings  for  each  day  that  they  have  respectively 
attended,  or  may  attend,  in  Council,  from  the  nineteenth 
day  of  January  last,  until  the  eighteenth  day  of  March 
current  inclusive  ;  —  to  each  member  of  the  Senate  the 
sum  of  Seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  for  each  day  that 
they  have  respectively  attended  in  Senate  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court ;  and  to  each  member  of  the 
Hon.  House  of  Representatives,  the  sum  o( Seven  shillings, 
for  each  day  that  they  have  respectively  attended  in  the 
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House  of  Representatives  in  the  same  session  of  the  said 
Court;  and  that  their  travel  respectively  bo  paid  in  a 
proportion  conformable  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  the 
said  Court,  March  18,  1785. 

Chapter  157. 

ChaT)  157  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  bowdoinbam, 

^'  directing  the  treasurer  TO    CREDIT  SAID    TOWN    WITH 

THE  SUM  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Bowdoinham,  setting 
forth^  that  they  were  set  too  high  in  the  last  valuation,  by 
reason  of  a  large  quantity  of  wild  land,  together  xcith  a 
number  of  inhabitants  unable  to  pay  taxes  being  annexed 
to  them,  whereby  they  became  burthened  with  an  undue 
proposition  of  taxes: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
Bowdoinham  with  the  sums  hereafter  named,  viz. :  In  Tax 
No.  2,  Twenty-five  pounds ;  Tax  No.  3,  Sixty-seven  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence;  in  Tax  No.  4,  Seventeen 
pounds,  ten  shillings. 

And  it  is  farther*  Resolved,  That  the  Collector  or  Col- 
lectors of  the  said  town  of  Bowdoinham,  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  directed  to  pay  the  aforesaid  sums  with  which  the 
same  town  is  credited  as  abovesaid,  into  their  town  treas- 
ury ;  any  act  or  warrant  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  18,  1785. 

Chapter  158. 

ChaV  158  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  ENOCH  BARTLETT,  AND  OTHERS 
-^*  CONFIRMING  A  GRANT  OF  FIVE  TOWNSHIPS,  LYING  BETWEEN 

PENOBSCOT  RIVER  AND   UNION  RIVER,  ON  CERTAIN    CON- 
DITIONS. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  take  leave  to  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Enoch  Bartlett  and  others,  praying  frr  the  con- 
firmation of  the  grant  of  six  townships  lying  between 
Penobscot  River  and  Union  River,  which  was  condition- 
ally made  to  David  Marsh  and  others,  on  the  second 
day  of  March,  1762 ;  That  in  their  opinion  it  will  be 
expedient  to  confirm  to  the  said  Marsh  and  others,  five 
of  the  said  townships,  viz.:  No.  1,  2.  4.  5  and  6,  on  the 
following  conditions,  viz. : 
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That  the  proprietors  of  the  said  townships  pay  to  gov- 
ernment for  each  of  them,  the  sum  of  One  thousand 
poundsj  in  the  consolidated  notes  of  this  Commonwealth, 
within  one  year  from  this  time,  with  interest. 

That  the  proprietors,  within  six  years  from  this  time, 
compleat  in  each  township  the  settlement  of  sixty  good 
Protestant  families,  and  building  of  sixty  houses,  none  to 
be  less  than  eighteen  feet  square,  and  seven  feet  stud,  and 
clear  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land  on  each  share  fit  for 
mowing  or  tillage. 

That  in  each  township  they  build  a  suitable  meeting 
bouse  for  the  Public  Worship  of  God,  and  settle  a  learned 
Protestant  minister,  and  make  provision  for  his  comfort- 
able and  honorable  support ;  and  that  in  each  township 
there  be  reserved  and  appropriated,  four  whole  rights  or 
sixty-four  parts,  for  quantity  and  quality,  in  the  division 
of  the  same,  for  the  following  purposes  —  One  for  the 
first  settled  minister,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  one 
for  the  use  of  the  ministry ;  one  to  and  for  the  future 
appropriation  of  government ;  and  one  for  the  use  of  a 
school,  forever. 

That  one  half  of  a  proprietor's  share  already  lotted  for 
quantity  and  quality,  (which  share  contains  about  one 
hundred  acres)  or  where  a  settlement  is  made  on  unlotted 
lands,  then  such  quantity  of  the  said  unlotted  lands  as 
shall  be  equivalent  thereto,  shall  be  assigned  to  the  set- 
tler who  settled  thereon  before  the  twentieth  day  of  Jan- 
uan/j  1783,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  in  consideration  of  his 
performing  the  duties  of  a  settler ;  providedj  he  has  per- 
formed, or  shall  contract  to  perform  within  six  y*ears,  the 
duties  of  a  settler  as  prescribed  in  this  grant ;  each  settler 
to  have  his  choice  of  either  half  of  the  lotted  share,  the 
same  having  been  first  divided,  as  was  practised  in  the 
first  settlement  of  the  said  township. 

That  where  a  settler  has  made  improvements  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  said  half  share  so  chosen,  he  shall  have  lib- 
erty to  purchase  the  lands  so  improved  at  a  reasonable 
price,  estimating  the  same  in  a  state  of  nature,  or  to 
receive  of  the  proprietor  of  the  said  share,  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  such  extra  improvements,  at  the  settler's 
election. 

And  in  case  of  any  disagreement  about  the  said  price 
or  allowance,  or  any  other  matter  relating  to  a  settlement, 
that  the  same  be  decided  by  disinterested  men,  one  of 
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whom  shall  be  chosen  by  the  proprietor,  one  by  the  set- 
tler, (and  in  case  they  cannot  agree)  the  third  by  the 
two  chosen  as  aforesaid. 

That  each  settler  shall  have  liberty  at  any  time  within 
twelve  months  from  this  date  to  purchase  of  the  said  pro- 
prietors, fifty  acres,  for  quantity  and  quality,  of  the 
unlotted  lands  in  the  township  where  he  is  settled,  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  Three  shillings  per  acre. 

Provided  nevertheless ^  That  where  any  agreement  has 
been  made  between  .a  proprietor  or  proprietors,  and  a 
settler  or  settlers,  as  to  terms  of  settlement,  such  agree- 
ment shall  not  be  violated. 

The  Committee  have  omitted  to  report  respecting  the 
township  No.  3,  (commonly  called  Major  Bagaduce)  by 
reason  that  on  account  of  its  peculiar  circumstances,  it  is, 
in  their  opinion,  impossible  to  propose  any  general  prin- 
ciples which  will  apply  in  common  to  that  and  the  other 
townships,  though  it  may  be  reasonable  to  grtint  them 
some  part  of  that  township,  or  to  make  them  compensa- 
tion in  some  other  way. 

Samuel  Phillips,  jun.   ^ 
Nathaniel  Wells,         >  Committee. 
Nathan  Dane,  3 

Boston^  March  15^  1785. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Resolved^  That  the 
grant  of  the  five  townships  aforesaid  be  confirmed  to  the 
said  Marsh  and  others,  on  the  conditions  in  the  said 
report.  March  17^  1785. 

Chapter  159. 

Chav  159  resolve  directing  the   treasurer  to   state   his  ac- 

^'  COtJNTS  TO  the  first  OF  JUNE  NEXT,  TO  BE   LAID  BEFORE 

THE  GENERAL  COURT  THE  SECOND  WEEK  OF  THE  NEXT 
session,  &0.  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METH- 
ODIZING ACCOUNTS  TO  EXAMINE  THE  SAID  TREASURER'S 
ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved 9  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  state  his  accounts  to  the  first 
of  June  next,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
the  General  Court  in  the  second  week  of  the  next  sitting 
thereof,  and  that  the  accounts  already  exhibited  by  him 
and  not  passed  upon,  be  returned  to  him.     And 
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It  is  further  resolvedy  That  the  Committee  for  stating 
and  methodizing  of  accounts,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  examine  the  said  Treasurer's  accounts,  form  - 
the  balance,  and  make  report  in  the  said  second  week  of 
the  Court's  sitting,  with  the  Treasurer's  accounts  stated, 
as  before  directed.  March  17^  1785. 

Chapter  160. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  FORTY  POUNDS  TO    BENJAMIN  LINCOLN  (7Aa».160 
AND    HENRY  KNOX,    ESQUIRES,    LATE    COMMISSIONERS    OF  ^' 

THIS  STATE  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  BRITISH  ENCROACHMENTS 
AT  THE  EASTWARD;  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL  TO  PAY  THE  HIRE  OF  THE  SLOOP  MENTIONED. 

Hesolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln and  Henry  Knox^  Esquires,  late  Commissioners  on 
the  part  of  this  State  to  ascertain  the  British  encroach- 
ments at  the  eastward,  and  to  treat  with  the  Penobscot 
Indians^  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds  each,  in  full  for  their 
services  and  expenditures  in  performing  the  business  of 
their  commission :  And  that  the  Commissary  General  of 
this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  the 
hire  of  the  sloop  employed  by  the  said  Commissioners  in 
the  business  aforesaid.  March  17^  1785. 

Chapter  161. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF   CHRISTOPHER  GORE,   ATTOR-  CTfar)  161 
NEY  TO  ALEXANDER  CHAMPION,   SUI^VIVING  PARTNER   OF  ^'^^TT'*^-^ 
THE  LATE  COMPANY  OF  CHAMPION  AND    HAYLBY,   EMPOW- 
ERING SARAH  GRAY  TO    CONVEY  THE    REAL   ESTATE   MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Christopher  Gore,  attorney  to  Alex- 
ander Champion,  surviving  partner  of  the  late  company  of 
Champion  aTid  Hayley,  of  the  city  of  London,  and  Iting- 
dom  o/"  Great  Britain,  jpraymi^  that  Sarah  Gray,  widow  of 
Ellis  Gray,  late  of  Boston,  deceased^  who  was  sole  acting 
executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Gray, 
laie  of  the  same  Boston,  deceased ^  unay  he  authorized  and 
empowered  to  convey  certain  real  estate,  (in  the  said  petition 
described)  to  the  said  Champion,  as  surviving  partner 
(iforesaidy  the  same  having  originally  been  conveyed  by 
John  Pigeon  and  Jane  Pigeon  to  the  said  Thomas,  for  the 
tise  of  the  said  Champion  and  Hayley ;  of  which  petition 
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the  heirs  and  legatees  of  the  said  Thomas  Gray,  together 
with  Mary  Hay  ley,  have  had  due  notice  to  appear  and 
shew  cattse^  if  any  they  had,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  present  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted;  which  time  hath  dapsed, 
and  no  such  cause  by  either  of  them  being  offered: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Sarah  Gray,  an 
executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Ellis 
Gray,  executor  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  she  hereby  is,  in  her 
said  capacity,  authorized  and  empowered  to  convey  all 
the  real  estate,  described  in  the  said  petition,  to  such  per- 
son or  persons,  being  a  citizen  of  this  or  either  of  the 
United  States,  as  Mary Hayley  shall  direct;  the  same  to 
enure  to  the  use  of  the  said  Champion  and  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  the  paid  Hayley,  deceased. 

March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  162. 

ChaV  162  RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION    OF   THE    PROPRIETORS    OF    THE 
^*  TOWN  OF  TOWNSEND,  GRANTING  THEM   THE   LANDS   MEN- 

TIONED, ON  CONDITION. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  thai  in  the  year  1719, 
there  was  granted  unto  the  proprietors  of  the  town  o/*  Town- 
send,  a  lot  of  land,  not  exceeding  six  miles  square;  and 
that  by  running  the  New  Hampshire  line,  ten  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  tvere  lost,  a  part  only  of  which  has 
been  coinpensaied,  to  wit,  to  the  late  CoL  Lawrence,  John 
Farrow  and  Joshua  VVyman,  for  their  proportimi  of  the 
said  lost  lands,  and  that  the  other  pi^oprietors  have  not  been 
compensated  for  their  lands  lost  as  aforesaid: 

Resolved,  That  the  proprietors  of  the  said  township  of 
Townsend,  and  other  persons  interested  therein,  who  have 
not  heretofore  received  compensation  for  their  said  lost 
lands,  shall  have,  and  there  is  hereby  granted  unto  the 
said  proprietors  and  persons  interested  as  aforesaid,  (pait 
thereof  in  compensation  of  their  said  lost  lands)  one  of 
the  seven  townships,  A.  D.  1784,  surveyed  and  located 
by  Rufus  Putnam,  Esq  ;  between  the  rivers  Schoodic  and 
Gobscook,  to  wit,  the  township  marked  No.  III.  on  his 
plan  of  the  said  townships,  containing  twenty  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  ;  reserving,  however, 
two  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  near  the  center  of  the 
said  township,  for  the  future  disposition  of  Government; 
they,  the  said  proprietors  and  persons  interested  as  afore- 
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said,  appropriating,  near  the  center  of  the  said  township, 
two  hundred  acres  to  the  use  of  the  ministry*,  two  hun- 
dred acres  to  the  use  of  the  first  settled  minister ;  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  for  the  use  of  a  grammar  school ; 
and  paying  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  in 
twelve  months  from  this  date,  the  sum  of  Eight  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds y  in  the  consolidated  securities  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  settling  in  the  same  township,  in 
four  years  from  the  date  of  this  resolve,  twenty  families ; 
each  whereof  shall  build  a  framed  house,  and  clear  six 
acres  of  land  in  five  years  from  this  date. 

Provided  nevertheless^  If  any  of  the  original  proprie- 
tors of  the  aforesaid  tract  which  was  taken  from  Town-- 
send  by  running  the  said  line,  and  who  have  not  received 
compensation  therefor,  shall  not,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  hereof,  transmit  to  the  Secretary's  office  evidence 
of  his  being  the  proprietor,  or  the  heir  or  assign  of  such 
proprietor,  then  the  share  which  might  belong  to  such 
proprietor,  heir  or  assign,  shall  revert  to,  and  become  the 
property  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  all  reasonable 
expences  for  lotting  the  said  township,  which  might  be 
reasonably  charged  on  the  share  of  such  proprietor,  heir 
or  assign,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury :  And 
also  provided,  that  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Eight 
hundred  and  seventy  pounds  in  consolidated  notes  shall 
be  returned  to  the  said  proprietors,  as  shall  be  a  just  pro-  • 
portion  of  those  proprietors  shares  as  may  revert  to  Gov- 
ernment as  aforesaid  —  on  condition,  however,  that  this 
grant  shall  not  operate  until  the  said  proprietors  shall 
execute  a  release  to  this  Commonwealth  of  the  lands  lying 
in  the  westerly  part  of  this  State  granted  to  them  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  25th  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1771,  and  of  all  other  lands  which  may  have  been 
heretofore  granted  to  the  said  proprietors  in  compensa- 
ti(m  for  their  aforesaid  loss. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  Committee 
appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  October ^ 
A.  D.  1783,  on  the  subject  of  u?iappropriated  lands  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln^  on  the  said  proprietors  nnd  persons 
interested  as  aforesaid  giving  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  sum  aforesaid,  give  a  good  deed  of  conveyance  of  the 
said  township  to  the  proprietors  and  persons  interested 
aforesaid,  containing  a  fair  description  of  the  boundaries 
thereof.  March  17,1 785. 
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Chapter  163. 

Chap.163  RESOLVE  for  repealing  a  resolve  passed  on  the  peti- 
tion OF  GEORGB  WILLIAMS,  ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  DIRECTING 
THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  A  NOTE  PAYABLE  TO  SAID  WIL- 
LIAMS, FOR  THE  SHIP  BLACK  PRINCE,  LOST  AT  PENOBSCOT. 

Whereas  hy  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  this  Com- 
momcealth^  of  the  second  day  of  March  instant^  a  certain 
mode  was  adopted  for  settling  with  George  Williams,  Usq; 
as  agent  of  the  ship  Black  Prince,  ^/or  the  amount  of  the 
sums  due  to  the  owners  of  the  same  ship,  for  the  loss 
thereof  in  the  expedition  against  Penobscot,  in  the  year 
1779,  which  mode  of  settlement^  upon  mature  consideration^ 
appears  to  be  very  unequul  as  applied  to  the  other  creditors 
of  government: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  abovementioned  reso- 
lution of  the  second  oi  March  inst.,  be,  and  it  is,  hei-eby 
repealed  and  made  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

March  17,  1785. 

Chapter  164. 

CAap.164  RESOLVE   referring   to    the   governor  and  COUNCIL  THE 
'^  ERECTION  OF  A  MONUMENT   TO   THE    MEMORY   OF  MAJOR- 

GENERAL  WARREN,  AND    THE    DOINGS  OF  CONGRESS  RELA- 
TIVE THERETO. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Governor's  message  of  the  25th  of  January,  respecting  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Major  General 
Warren,  and  the  doings  of  Congress  relative  thereto^  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  Congress,  on  the  eighth  day  of  April, 
1777, 

Resolved,  That  a  monument  should  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  that  illustrious  hero,  with  an  inscription  which 
follows  the  resolve ;  and  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month 
Resolved,  That  Five  hundred  dollars  should  be  allowed  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  at  the  same  time  recommended  to  the 
then  executive  powers  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  carry 
their  resolutions  into  execution :  Your  committee  are 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  present  executive  power  of 
this  Commonwealth  is  fully  adequate  to,  and  sufficiently 
authorized  to  compleat  the  virtuous  designs  of  Congress 
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expressed  in  the  aforementioned  resolves ;  and  that  the 
papers  be  refeiTed  back  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
accordingly .  March  17  ^  1 785. 

Chapter  165. 

RBSOLVE  REQUIRING  DELINQUENT  TOWNS  TO  EXHIBn*  DUPLI-  ChaV.165 
GATE   RECEIPTS    OP   BEEP,  ON   OR   BEFORE  THE  FIRST  DAY  ^* 

OF  JULY,  1785;  AND  DIRECTING  OLIVER  PHELPS,  ESQ;  TO 
RETURN  THE  BEEF  RECEIPTS  OF  AGENTS  INTO  SECRETARY'S 
OFFICE. 

Whereas  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  was 
directed  hy  a  resolve  of  this  Oourt^  passed  the  12th  day  of 
November,  1784,  to  make  a  list  of  the  receipts  of  the  agents 
for  the  sevei'al  counties  who  acted  under  Oliver  Phelps, 
^sq;  and  deliver  the  mme  to  the  said  Phelps,  taking  his 
receipt  therefor ^  in  order  to  enable  him  to  compleat  a  settle- 
menl  with  the  said  agents;  and  it  is  necessary  the  said 
receipts  should  he  again  lodged  in  the  said  office^  in  order 
thai  the  receipts  which  may  hereafter  be  returned  by  delin- 
quent towns  may  be  duly  examined:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  Oliver  PhelpSy  Esq ;  be,  and  he  is,  here- 
by directed  to  return  the  said  agents  receipts  into  the 
Secretary's  office,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  he  shall  have 
compleated  the  settlements  with  said  agents. 

And  whereas  great  inconveniencies  result  to  this  Com- 
monwealth by  the  neglect  of  towns  to  exhibit  duplicate  receipts 
for  beef,  procured  by  them  on  the  several  requisitions  of  the 
General  Court,  by  retarding  the  settlement  of  the  several 
agents:  Therefore 

liesolved,  That  all  such  delinquent  towns  as  shall 
neglect  to  exhibit  their  duplicate  receipts  to  the  Secretary 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  be,  and  are, 
hereby  precluded  from  any  advantages  which  might 
accrue  to  such  town  by  their  exhibiting  such  receipts. 

March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  166. 

GRANT   TO    WILLIAM  BAKER,  OP    SEVENTY  POUNDS  FOR  SER-  Qhnr)  166 
VICES  AS  MESSENGER  TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT.  ^* 

On  the  petition  of  WWlmm  Baker,  messenger  to  the  Gen^ 
eraJ  Court,  praying  allowance  for  six  months  service,  ending 
the  sixth  day  cf  May  next: 
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Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  unto  the  said 
William  Baker ,  the  sum  of  Seventy  pounds^  in  full  for 
his  services  as  messenger  to  the  General  Court,  for  six 
months,  ending  the  sixth  day  of  May  next. 

March  17,  1785. 

Chapter  167. 

ChaV  107  RESOLVE  GRANTING  CAPTAIN  JOHN  READ  EIGHTEEN  POUNDS 
^'  FOR  A  WHALE  BOAT. 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  by  a  certificaije  from 
William  Lithgow,  E^q;  that  Capt  John  Read/arnwAcda^ 
whale  boat  and  appurtenances  for  the  use  of  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Col.  James  Hunter,  in  the  year  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Capt.  John  Read,  the 
sum  of  Eighteen  pounds,  in  full  for  the  said  whale  boat, 
and  her  appurtenances,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to 
the  United  States,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  March  7,  1782.  March  17, 1785. 

Chapter  168. 

Char)  168  resolve  on  the  report  of  william  lithgow,  jdn.,  em- 

^'  powering    said    WILLIAM    AND    OTHERS.  AS   MENTIONED. 

TO     TREAT    WITH     THE    PENOBSCOT    TRIBE    OF    INDIANS, 
RESPECTING  THEIR  CL\IM8  TO  LANDS  ON  PENOBSCOT  RIVER. 

On  the  report  of  William  Lithgow,  jun..  Esq;  pursuant 
to  the  direction  of  the  Legislature,  stating  the  claims  of  the 
Indians  to  lands  on  Penobscot  River : 

Resolved,  That  William  Lithgow,  jun.,  Thomas  Rice 
and  Rufas  Putnain,  Esq'rs.,  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  treat  with  the  Penobscot  Tribe  of 
Indians  respecting  their  claims  to  lands  on  the  Kiver 
Penobscot;  to  make  full  enquiry  into  the  nature  and 
extent  of  their  said  claims,  and  by  an  amicable  treaty  to 
adjust  and  ascertain  the  same,  so  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, and  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  the  use  of 
all  fair,  open  and  honorable  methods,  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  from  the  said  Indians  an  acquittal  and  relinquish- 
ment of  their  possessions,  and  a  release  of  all  their  claims 
and  pretentions  of  title  to  the  suid  lauds ;  and  in  case  the 
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same  cannot  be  obtained,  to  agree  upon  and  limit  the  boun- 
daries of  their  said  claims  and  possessions  on  terms  mutually 
advantageous  and  satisfactory  to  the  parties,  and  to  per- 
form the  same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  report  their  doings 
thereon  to  the  General  Court  for  confirmation. 

March  18, 1785. 


Cliapter  169. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  STEPHEN  CROSS,  EXPLAINING  C%a».169 
A  RESOLVE  PASSED  THE  2l8T  FEBRUARY  LAST,  PERMITTING  -^* 

HIM  TO  SWEEP  PENOBSCOT  RIVER. 

•  On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Cross,  praying  for  a  revision 
or  explanation  of  a  resolve  pennitting  him  to  sweep  the 
River  Penobscot,  passed  the  General  Court  the  Wth 
instant: 

Resoivedy  That  the  following  words  which  conclude  the 
said  resolve,  viz.:  Oi'  as  shall  hereafter  otherwise  be 
ordered 9  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  repealed. 

March  18,  1785. 


Chapter  170. 

RESOLVE     RESPECTING     MONEY    DUE    TO    THE    ESTATES    OF  QhaV  170 
DECEASED  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS.  ^' 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  apprehend^  that  great  irnpo- 
sitions  have  been  practiced  vpon  the  heirs  of  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers  who  belonged  to  the  army  of  the 
United  States: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  not  to  deliver  any  notes,  or  pay 
any  money  that  is  due  to  the  estate  of  any  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  has  belonged  to  the  Continental  Army,  unless  an 
order  for  the  same  from  the  heirs,  executor  or  adminis- 
trator of  the  said  deceased,  shall  be  presented  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  or  Senate  belonging  to  the  same 
county,  or  by  a  Representative  of  the  same  town  to  which 
the  said  heirs,  executor  or  administrator  respectively 
belong;  or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  Representative 
from  such  town,  then  by  a  Representative  of  any  town 
adjacent.  March  18  j  1785. 
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Chapter  171. 

Chap.ni  RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF  JOH^  GODDARD,  IN  BEHALF 
'  OF   THE   TOWN    OF    BROOKLINE,  EMPOWERING  THE  ASSES- 

SORS  TO   MAKE    OUT  A  WARRANT  TO  BBBNBZBR  DAVIS,  TO 
COLLECT  THE  RATES  DUB  IN  1781. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Goddard,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Brookline,  praying  that  the  present  Assessors  of  the 
town  of  Brookline  may  be  empowered  to  make  out  warrants 
to  Ebenezer  Davis,  Collector  of  taxes  for  the  toum  of  Brook- 
line, for  the  year  1781 : 
For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition, 
Resolved  J  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  present  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Brookline^  or  the 
Assessors  that  shall  be  chosen  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
legally  holden  at  the  said  Brookline^  as  the  case  may 
require,  the  said  Assessors  be,  and  hereby  are,  empowered 
and  directed  to  make  out  a  warrant  to  the  said  Ebenezer 
Davis  y  requiring  him  to  collect  the  rates  that  are  due  on 
the  bill  committed  to  him  to  collect  in  the  year  1781,  in 
hard  money,  according  to  the  value  thereof,  established 
by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  pay  the  money  into  the 
treasury  of  the  town  of  Brookline^  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  the  warrant  granted  to  the  said  Collector ; 
any  act  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  18, 1785. 

Chapter  172. 

Char)  172  resolve  on  the  petition  of  wjlliam  hartshorn^  di- 
^'  rectino  the  treasurer  to  deliver  to  the  said  harts- 

horn   notes    for    the    payment    op   ISAAC    WALTON'S 

wages. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Hartshorn,  setting  forth^ 
that  his  wife  wa>s  sister  and  only  heir  to  Isaac  Walton, 
w?io  engaged  in  the  Continental  Army  in  the  year  1777  ; 
and  on  the  eighth  day  of  November,  1778,  the  said  Isaac 
died,  as  appears  by  Colonel  Crane's  return ;  and  that  on 
the  third  day  o/*  August,  1783,  an  order  was  forged ^  pur- 
porting to  be  under  the  hand  of  the  said  Isaac,  and 
presented  to  the  Treasurer  {by  one  Stephen  Thayer)  for 
payment  of  the  aforesaid  Isaac's  wages,  and  vhzs  accepted 
and  paid  accordingly,  by  which  means  the  said  William 
hath  been  defrauded:  Therefore, 
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Resolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the 
aforesaid  William  Hartshorn^  notes,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  for  the  same  sum,  as  if  no  notes  ever  had  been  issued 
for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  Isaac  Walton's  wages ; 
provided  the  said  William  shall  produce  sufficient 
vouchers  that  his  wife  is  the  only  legal  heir  to  the  said 
Isaac.  March  18  ^  1785. 

Chapter  173. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  PHINEAS  PARKER  AND  LTDIA,  QhaV  173 
HIS  WIFE,  EMPOWERING  THE  JUDGE   OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  ^* 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX  TO  APPOINT  A  COMMITTEE  TO  MAKE 
PARTITION  OF  THE  LANDS  AND  BUILDINGS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Phineas  Parker,  ^wn.,  and  Lydia,  his 
wife^  administratrix  on  the  estate  q/'Ebenezer  Daman,  late 
of  Reading,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  deceased^  and 
Thomas  Daman,  of  the  said  Reading,  setting  forth ^  tJiat 
the  said  Ebenezer  and  Thomas,  in  the  life  time  of  the  said 
£benezer,  purchased  certain  lands  and  buildings  in  equal 
halves;  and  that  it  so  happened  that  the  said  Ebenezer 
took  a  deed  of  the  whole  in  his  own  name^  and  that  it  still 
remains  unsettled;  —  thei'efore  pray^  that  the  Judge  of 
Probale  for  the  said  county  of  Middlesex  may  be  empow- 
ered  to  make  partition  of  the  said  lands  and  buildings 
between  the  heirs  of  the  said  Ebenezer  Daman  and  the 
said  Thomas  Daman  in  equal  halves:   Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex^  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  make  partition  of  the  abovesaid  lands  and 
buildings,  in  equal  halves,  between  the  heirs  of  the  said 
Ebenezer  Daman ^  deceased,  and  the  said  Tliomas Daman; 
and  to  make  a  record  of  this  resolve,  with  his  doings  there- 
on ;  which  doings  shall  be  a  good  title  to  the  said  Thomas. 

March  18, 1785. 

Chapter  174. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE   PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  LEE,  ALLOWING  HIM  QhaV  174 
SEVEN  POUNDS,    TWO    SHILLINGS    AND    ELEVEN   PENCE,  ^* 

WHICH    APPEARS   TO    BE    DUE    ON    THE   ROLL   OF  CAPTAIN 
EPHRAIM  STEARNS, 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Lee,  representing,  that  he 
served  three  months  in  the  Continental  Army  in  the  year 
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1780,  in  the  service  of  this  State^  and  praying  allowance 
for  the  same;  and  it  afrpearing  to  this  Court  that  the 
same  has  been  paid  to  John  Lee  by  mistake:  Therefore^ 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Samuel 
Lee^  or  order,  the  sum  of  Seven  pounds^  ttco  shillings  and 
eleven  pence,  which  appears  to  be  still  due  on  the  roll  of 
Captain  Ephraim  Stearns,  which  will  be  in  full  for  the 
said  service.  March  18, 1785. 


Chapter  175. 

Char)  175  resolve  on  the  petftion  of  asa  drurt,  authorizing 

-^^  JOSIAH  8T0NB,    ESQ;    AND    OTHERS.    GUARDIANS    OF    THE 

INDIANS  MENTIONED,  TO  CONSIDER  THE  VALUE  OF  THE 
MONEY  PAID,  AND  VALUE  OF  LAND  SOLD  TO  BODEN  AND 
DRURT;  AND  DIRECTING  THE  APPROPRIATION. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Natick  Indians,  to  whom  was 
committed  the  petition  of  William  Boden  and  Asa  Drury, 
report,  that  they  find  the  facts  to  be  as  follows,  viz. : 

In  March,  1780,  William  Boden  bought  twenty-five 
acres  of  Indian  land  for  One  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds,  paper  money,  which,  by  the  scale,  is 
Thirty-two  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  specie.  The  said 
Guardians  judge  the  said  land  to  be  worth  about /or^y 
shillings  an  acre.  Part  of  the  money  was  applied  to  pur- 
chase other  lands ;  the  rest,  we  sui)pose,  is  spent. 

Asa  Drury  has  bought  two  pieces  of  land  of  the  said 
Indians,  viz. :  nineteen  acres  at  Two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  pounds,  ten  shillings,  December,  1780,  in 
specie  Twenty-nine  pounds,  six  shillings,  worth  about  jTor^y 
shillings  per  acre.  Also,  eight  acres  more,  at  Ten  pounds, 
six  shillings,  specie,  valued  by  the  said  Guardians  at  twelve 
pounds.  How  the  money  has  been  applied  is  uncertain. 
All  which  is  submitted. 

JosiAH  Stone,  per  order. 

Read  and  accepted,  and 

Resolved,  That  Josiah  Stone,  Esq ;  Captain  Eleazer 
Kingsbury  and  Captain  Joseph  Twitchel,  who  are  the 
guardians  of  the  said  Indians,  be,  and  hereby  are,  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  consider  the  value  of  the 
money  paid  to,  and  the  value  of  the  land  sold  by,  the 
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said  Indians^  to  the  said  Bode?i  and  Drury,  together  with 
other  circumstances  attending  the  said  sales :  and  upon 
the  said  Boden  and  Zhury^s  complying  with  terms  con- 
sistent with  justice,  the  Guardians  aforenamed,  are 
hereby  directed  to  confirm  the  said  deeds  to  the  said 
Boden  and  Drury^  by  signing  their  consent  to  the  same ; 
which  being  done,  the  said  deed  shall  be  as  valid  in  law 
as  the  same  would  have  been  if  there  had  been  no  impedi- 
ment in  law  to  the  same  deeds.  And  they,  the  said 
Guardians,  are  directed  to  appropriate  the  monies  they 
may  receive  in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  resolve,  to 
and  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  or  Indians  to  whom  the 
same  of  right  by  law  belongs ;  and  to  account  with  the 
General  Court  agreeable  to  law,  March  18^  1785. 


Chapter  176. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP   LEMUEL   BURRELL,    OF    CAM-  (Jhar)  176 
BRIDGE,  TO  SERVE  DAVID   SANDERSON  WITH    A   COPY   OF  -^' 

HIS  PETITION  AND  ORDER  THEREON.  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  AND 
STAYING  EXECUTION  IN  THE  MEAN  TIME. 

On  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Burrell,  setting  forth,  that 
David  Sanderson,  of  Petersham,  had  obtained  a  judgment 
of  Court  for  Three  hundred  and  one  pounds,  eleven  shil- 
lings, against  the  said  Lemuel,  by  accident;  and  praying 
that  he  may  re-enter  his  action  against  said  Sanderson,  as 
mentioned  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Lemuel  Burrell  serve  the  said 
David  Sanderson  with  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition, 
with  this  order  of  Court  thereon,  fourteen  days  before  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  that  he  shew  cause  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  the  said  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  (if  any  he  hath)  why  the  prayer  of  the 
said  petition  should  not  be  granted ;  and  that  the  execu- 
tion in  favour  of  the  said  Sanderson  against  the  said  Bur- 
rell,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time.  March  18, 1785. 

Chapter  177. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  GEORGE  MAKEPEACE,  DIRECT-  (J/iar)  177 
ING  THE  DELIVERY  OF  A  QUANTITY   OF   COCOA   SEIZED    BY  ^' 

THE  COLLECTOR  OF  EXCISE  IN  SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

On  the  petition  of  George  Makepeace,  representing  that 
a  considerable  quantity  of  cocoa  belonging  to  him  has  been 
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seized  by  the  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  county  o/*  Suffolk, 
occasioned  wholly  by  the  ignorance  of  the  person  who  pur-- 
chased  the  same  for  him,  and  the  toaggoner  who  loas  to  con^ 
vey  it  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  not  knowing  the  law 
respecting  dutied  articles;  and  praying  the  consideration 
of  this  Court : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  said  cocoa  be  delivered  to  him  by  the 
Collector  of  Excise,  he  first  satisfying  the  said  Collector  for 
his  pait  of  the  forfeiture,  and  paying  the  duties  thereon, 
and  all  the  costs  and  charges  which  have  arisen  on  the 
prosecution  of  the  same,  together  with  the  fees  which 
by  law  accrue  to  the  Collector  for  seizing  the  same. 

March  18,  1785. 


Chapter  178. 

C%aW.178  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION    OF    GBORGE   GROUCB,  GRANTING 
^*  HIM    FORTY    POUNDS,    SIXTEEX    SHILLiyOS     AND    FOUR 

PENCE,  IN  CONSOLIDATED  NOTES. 

On  the  petition  of  George  Grouce,  of  Brunswick : 
Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  the  petitioner,  the  sum  of  Forty 
pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  in  consoli- 
dated notes,  to  be  dated  February  1,  1785,  with  interest 
added  to  said  notes,  from  January  1,  1781,  in  full  con- 
sideration of  notes  belonging  to  him  which  were  drawn 
out  of  the  treasury  by  another  person  of  the  same  name, 
belonging  to  Beverly.  March  18, 1785, 


Chapter  179. 

Chan  179  Resolve  granting  three  hundred  pounds  to  the  com- 

-^  MITTEE    APPOINTED    ON    THE    SUBJECT   OF   THE    UNAPPRO- 

PRIATED  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  LINCOLN. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  Samuel  Phillips,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Wells 
and  Nathan  Dane,  Esq'rs.  a  Committee  appointed  on  the 
28th  October,  1783,  on  the  subject  of  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  Three  hundred  pounds,  to 
enable  them  further  to  prosecute  the  business  assigned 
them  ;  the  said  Committee  being  accountable  for  the  said 
sum.  March  18, 1785. 
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Chapter  180. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER,  WHERE  HE  HAS  ISSUED  Chap.lSO 
NEW  SECURITIES  TO  SOLDIERS  IN   THE  LATE   CONTINENTAL  '^ 

ARMT,  FOR  THEIR  PAY,  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  OBTAINED  BY 
FORGED  ORDERS,  TO  PUBLISH  THE  NUMBER,  DATE,  &o.  OP 
THE  SECURITIES,  AND  TO  WHOM  PAYABLE,  AND  TO  PAY  NO 
INTEREST,  AND  TO  FURNISH  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
WITH  THE  PAPERS.  &c.  AND  GIVING  A  BOUNTY  OF  THIRTY 
POUNDS  UPON  INFORMATION  OF  ANY  PERSON  OFFENDING 
AS  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Courts  that  sundry 
persons  have  fraudulently  obtained  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  securities  of  this  government^  for  pay  and 
wages  due  to  the  late  soldiers  of  this  Stale,  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States;  and  justice  requires  that  where  it  is 
clearly  ascertained  that  any  soldier  hath  been  thus 
defrauded,  new  notes  should  be  issued,  and  measures 
should  be  taken  to  detect  the  aforesaid  fraud : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  has  been,  or  shall  be,  directed  to  issue 
new  securities  to  soldiers  in  the  late  Continental  Array  for 
their  pay  and  wages,  which  may  have  been  obtained  by 
forged  orders,  he  shall  immediately  cause  to  be  published 
the  number,  date  and  amount  of  the  securities,  and  to 
whom  payable,  in  order  that  the  person  who  may  have 
thus  obtained  the  securities,  may  be  detected ;  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  no  interest  on  such 
securities  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court ;  and 
he  is  hereby  further  directed  to  furnish  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral with  all  papers  necessary  to  detect  the  fraud  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  whoever  shall  give 
information  of  any  person  or  persons  offending  as  afore- 
said, so  that  he  or  they  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, the  sum  of  Thirty  pounds.  March  18,  1785. 

Chapter  181. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER   TO    PAY   MR.   SAMUEL  (Jham  1g1 
PAGE  FOR  A  FORMER  SESSION  OMITTED.  ^' 

Whereas  it  appears  that  Samuel  Pao;e,  a  Representative 
from  Salem,  was  omitted  in  the  pay  roll  for  the  year  1783  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  the  said  Samuel  Page 
for  his  travel  one  session,  ftnc(  fo?*  thirty-eight  days  attend- 
ftnw  in  th^  sftid  year,  ifarch  18^  1785, 
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Chapter  182. 

ChapAS2  RESOLVE  JOINING  RUFUS  KINO,  ESQ;  TO   THE  COMMISSIONERS 
^  FOE  8UPP0ETING  THE  CLAIM  OF  THE   COMMONWEALTH   TO 

LANDS  WEST  OF  HUDSON'S  RIVER,  AND  REQUESTING  THE 
GOVERNOR  TO  COMMISSION  HIM. 

Resolved^  That  Rufus  King^  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
appointed  an  Agent  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth  in 
addition  to  John  Lowell^  James  Sullivan  and  Theophtlus 
Parsons^  Esq'rs.  to  prosecute  the  business  of  the  claim  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  the  Western  Territory  before  the 
Federal  Court,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and 
determining  the  controversy  between  this  Commonwealth 
and  the  State  of  New  York;  and  that  the  Governor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  grant  him  a  commission  for 
that  purpose.  March  18 ^  1785. 

Chapter  183. 

Chap.\9!&  RESOLVE  ENTrrLINO  JBRATHMBEL  DOTT  to  ONE-THIRD    PAY 
^  AS  A  MARINE,  PROM  THE  Ist  OF  APRIL,  1783,  UNTIL  FURTHER 

ORDER. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  tlerathmeel  Doty,  a  marine  on 
board  the  Continental  Frigate  Alliance,  who  was  shot 
through  the  body  with  a  musket  ball  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Jerathmeel  Doty  be  entitled  to 
receive  one-third  part  of  pay  as  a  marine,  from  the  first 
day  of  Aprils  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  or 
Congress.  March  18, 1786. 

Chapter  184. 

Chat)  184  RRSOLVE  on  the  petition  of   WILLIAM  LITHGOW,   ESQ;   di- 
^*  RECTING  the  TREASURER  NOT  TO    ISSUE    HIS    EXECUTIONS 

AGAINST  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN, 
FOR  THEIR  DEFICIENCIES  IN  PROCURING  MEN  AND  BEEF, 
UNTIL  THE  END  OF  THE  NEXT  SITTING  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT. 

Whereas  thi^  Court  hath  considered  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam LithgoWj/wn.,  E^q;  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  praying  that  they  may  be  exempted 
from  paying  the  taxes  required  of  them  for  their  propor- 
tion of  the  three  years  men  for  the  army^  and  for  their 
deficiencies  in  procuring  beef  and  hath  not  seen  fit  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition:  And  whereas  it  would 
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involve  the  said  inhabitants  in  great  distress^  should  they 
be  compelled  instantly  to  pay  the  said  taxes :  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  not  to  issue  his  executions 
i^inst  the  towns  of  Pownalhorough^  Topsham^  JBath^ 
Georgetown,  Woolwich ^  Winslow^  Bowdoinham  fLuA  Win- 
throp,  all  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  aforesaid,  for  their 
deficiencies  in  procuring  men  and  beef,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court ;  any  resolve  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  March  18^  1786. 


Chapter  185. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE    PETITION   OP    JAMBS   LOVELL,    ESQ;    ^^^  Chat)  185 
RECTING    THE     TREASURER    TO    RENEW    CERTAIN  NOTES,  -^* 

AMOUNriNG  TO  FOUR  HUNDRED  SIXTT-T WO  POUNDS,  FOUR 
SHILLINGS  AND  SEVEN  PENCE;  AND  TO  REQUIRE  SUFFI- 
CIENT BONDS  PREVIOUS  TO  HIS  RENEWING  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Lovell,  Esq;  and  William 
Scott,  representing^  that  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-third 
of  November  last^  the  dwelling  house  of  the  said  Lovell 
was  burglariotAsly  broken  open^  and  a  number  of  consoli- 
dated  notes  stolen  therefrom^  the  property  of  the  said  Lovell 
and  Scott ;  —  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  said  theft  have 
been  convicted  thereof  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Courts 
and  praying  that  the  same  may  be  renewed;  and  it  appear-- 
ing  that  the  said  notes  have  been  destroyed :  Tlierefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  renew  the  following  notes 
to  the  said  Lovell  and  Scott ^  viz.  — 


No. 


2320 
2322 
2773 
3062 


2795 

3081 

11671 

11672 

11673 

9311 


Dmt«. 


l8t  Jan,  1782. 

Ditto,. 

Ditto,. 

IHttx).. 

Ditt», . 

Ditto, . 

Ditto,. 
l8t  Feb.  1788, 

Ditto,. 

Ditto,. 
l8t  Jan.  1783, 
I8ti4pn71784, 


Time  pftymble. 


IstJan. 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


1784, 

1786, 
1784, 
1786, 
1786, 
1784, 
1786, 


In  whOM  fKfOT, 


John  8eoU^ 

Ditto, 

Joseph  Chamberlain^ 

Ditto, 

Ditto,       . 

Thomas  Lawrence^ . 

William  Clarke,      . 

James  Horsely, 

Ditto,       . 

Ditto, 

James  Lovell., , 

Ditto, 


Amount. 


£16  12 
16  12 


19 
19 
19 
10 
17 
60 
60 
60 
192  11 
3  11 


3 

3 

11 

11 

11 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 


£.462  4  7 
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Amounting  in  the  whole  to  Four  hundred  sixty-two 
pounds^  four  shillings  and  seven- pence.  And  the  Treas- 
urer is  further  directed  to  require  a  good  and  sufficient 
bond  or  bonds  of  the  said  Lovell  and  Hcott^  previous  to 
his  renewing  the  said  notes  as  aforesaid,  to  indemnify  the 
Commonwealth  against  any  demands  that  may  arise  from 
any  person  or  persons,  by  virtue  of  the  notes  destroyed 
as  aforesaid.  March  18^  1785. 

Chapter  186. 

ChapASQ  RESOLVE  indemnifying  any  gentleman  who  shall  become 

-^  BOUND   for  one    OF   THE    TREASURERS    OF    THE    UNITED 

STATES,  BELONGING   TO   THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  APPOINTED 
JANUARY  25th  LAST. 

Resolved^  That  in  case  any  sufficient  persons,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
become  sureties  for  the  gentleman,  a  citizen  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, who,  on  the  25th  of  January  last,  was  elected 
one  of  the  Commissioners  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  in  the  sum,  and  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  February 
3,  1785,  this  Commonwealth  will  fully  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  persons  who  shall  become  so  bound, 
from  any  cost  and  expence  on  account  of  their  giving 
bonds  as  aforesaid.  March  18^  1785. 

Chapter  187. 

ChWD  187  RESOLVE   ON    THE    PETITION   OF  MART  EATON  AND  CHARLBS 
^*  EATON,  OF   READING,  EMPOWERING    THE    JUDGE   OF    PRO- 

BATE TO  MAKE  AN  ALTERATION  IN  THE  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Eaton  and  Charles  Eaton,  of 
Reading,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  praying  that  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  said  county  viay  be  empowered  to 
make  an  alteration  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Joshua 
Eaton,  late  of  the  said  Reading,  deceased: 

Resolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  said  county, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  alteration 
in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Joshua  Eaton^ 
as  to  him  shall  appear  most  to  the  advantage  of  the  heirs 
to  the  said  estate ;  observing  the  rules  by  law  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided  ;  his  having  passed  his  decree 
thereon  qotwitbstanding.  Jdarch  18 y  1785. 
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Chapter  188. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ENOCH  HAMMOND  ANP  OTHERS,  Ckap.l&S 
AGENTS    FOR    THE    TOWN    OF   ROCHESTER,  DIRECTING  THE  -^ 

TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  THE  BALANCE  DUE  FROM  SAID 
TOWN  FOR  BEEF,  IN  TWO  REQUISITIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT.  IN  THE  MONEY  OF  THE  NEW  AND  OLD  EMISSION. 

On  the  petition  f»f  Enoch  Hammond  and  others^  agents 
for  the  town  of  Rochester,  praying  that  the  Treasurer  of 
the  said  town  of  Rochester  may  be  allowed  to  pay  into  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth^  a  certain  sum  of  the  new 
emission  and  old  Continental  money ^  the  same  being  the 
balance  due  from  the  said  town  of  Rochester,  upon  two 
requisitions  of  the  General  Courts  for  beef  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  of  the  Town 
Treasurer  of  the  said  town  of  Rochester^  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth  y  the  balance  due  from  the  said  town  for  beef, 
in  the  two  requisitions  of  the  General  Court,  in  money  of 
the  new  emission  and  old  Continental  money,  at  the  same 
rate  that  the  like  monies  were  received  for  beef  in  June^ 
1781.  March  18, 1785. 


Chapter  189. 

RESOLVE  AUTHORIZING  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO  DRAW  C%ai>,189 
WARRANTS  IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  DELEGATES  REPRESENTING  -^ 

THIS    STATE    IN    CONGRESS,    WHO    SHALL    APPLY    FOR   THE 
SAME,  NOT  EXCEEDING  TWO  HUNDRED  POUNDS, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  to  grant  a  warrant  on  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  favour  of  any  of  the  Delegates  who  are 
appointed  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  (who  may 
apply  therefor)  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  Two  hundred 
pounds  to  each  of  them ;  they  to  be  accountable  for  the 
sums  they  shall  respectively  receive.      March  18, 1785, 


Chapter  190. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  PUBLISH  THE 
MILITIA  LAW,  AND  DELIVER  SEVEN  HUNDRED  COPIES  TO 
THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 

Resolved,  That  the   Secretary   be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  procure  seven  hundred  printed  copies  of  tbQ 


CAap.190 
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Militia  Law,  passed  this  session,  and  deliver  them  to  the 
Adjutant  General,  in  order  that  the  several  militia  officers 
in  the  Commonwealth  may  be  furnished  therewith. 

March  18, 1786. 

Chapter    191. 

Chap.Wl  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  PIERPONT,  BMPOW- 
^*  BRING    HIM    TO    PROCEED    IN   THE   SETTLEMENT    OF    THE 

ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Pierpont,  representing,  thai 
he  and  his  brother,  William  Pierpont,  were  appointed 
executors  to  the  will  of  their  brother,  Mr,  Ebenezer  Pier- 
pont, late  of  Roxbury,  deceased,  by  the  said  deceased's 
last  will  and  testament:  That  soon  after  their  entering  on 
the  business  of  their  said  appointment,  his  said  brother 
William  died  also:  and  praying  to  be  empowered  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  settlement  of  the  said  estate:  And  it  appearing 
to  this  Court  to  be  the  desire  of  all  the  lawful  heirs  of  the 
said  Ebenezer  Pierpont,  that  the  said  Benjamin  Pierpont 
shoidd  proceed  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  estate,  agreea- 
ble to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  testator: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Pierpont,  be,  and  he 
is,  hereby  empowered  to  proceed  in  the  settlement  of  the 
estate  of  the  said  Ebenezer  Pieipont,  in  the  same  manner 
the  said  executors  were  authorized  to  do  by  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  the  said  Ebenezer  Pierpont;  the  said 
William  Pierpont  being  deceased  notwithstanding. 

March  18, 1785. 


Chapter  192. 

CAa».192  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  PAXTON,  ABAT- 
^  ING    A    FINE     LAID    ON    SAID  TOWN,    AND    DIRECTING   THE 

TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Paxton,  praying  for 
abatement  of  the  fine^  laid  on  them  for  not  sending  two 
men  into  the  army  for  three  years: 

liesolved,  That  the  town  of  Paxton  be  abated  the  fine 
for  one  man,  being  One  hundred  a,nd  twenty-eight  pounds, 
nine  shillings  and  six  pence:  And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby 
directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Paxton  for  the  above 
sum  in  the  State  Tax  for  1783,  March  18^  1785. 
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[Mmy  BeuloD,  ob.  1.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  COMMON  NUISANCES.  CkaV.    1 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itepresenta-- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same  J  That  the  Selectmen  of  Boston^  Salem^  Newbury  selectmen,  with 
port  and  Charlestown^  respectively,  and  of  every  other  ir»«»?gn°piacee 
town  in  this  Commonwealth  where  the  Selectmen  thereof,  £jeVfo?ra^Mt 
together  with  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  J'^^'^nK-p^rttB. 
county,  shall  judge  such  regulation  to  be  necessary,  shall 
from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  shall  be,  assign  some  cer- 
tain places   for  the   exercising  of  any  of  the  trades  or 
employments  of  killing  creatures  for  meat,  distilling  of 
spirits,  trying  of  tallow  or  oil,  currying  of  leather,  and 
making  earthen  ware,  and  forbid  and  restrain  the  exer- 
cise of  either  of  them  in  other  places  not  so  approved  and 
allowed ;  and  all  assignments  of  such  houses  or  places  by 
Selectmen,  with  the  assent  of  two  or  more  Justices,  for  the 
exercise  of  any  of  the  occupations  aforesaid,  shall  be  entered 
in  the  town  book  where  such  Selectmen  respectively  belong ; 
and  also  made  known  by  having  notifications  thereof  posted 
up  in  some  public  places  in  the  same  town.  ^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  any  house  assigned  J^Jm  ISgned 
for  the   exercising  of  either  of  the  aforesaid  trades  or  becomct  a  nni- 

,  ,       ,       °  .  ,  i-       rt»        •         Mince,  Conrt  or 

employments  becomes  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  onensive  sesaioDs  to 
and  ill  stenches  proceeding  from  the  same,  or  becomes  b^°madelhl^^ 
otherways  hurtful  or  dangerous  to  the  neighbourhood  or  preM*Mch*n*ui^ 
travellers,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Court  "°««- 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  within  the  county,  to 
cause  enquiry  to  be  made  thereinto  by  a  jury,  and  to  sup- 
press such  nuisance  by  prohibiting  and  restraining  the 


430  1786.  — Chaptbb  2. 

further  use  thereof  for  the  exercise  of  either  of  the  afore- 
said trades  or  employmeDts,  under  a  fine  not  exceeding 
Three  pounds  a  month,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town ; 
or  by  causing  such  nuisance  to  be  removed  or  prevented, 
as  the  said  Justices  in  Sessions,  in  their  discretion,  shall 
think  expedient  and  necessary. 
SSSnguwof  -^^^  ft^  *^  farther  enacted^  That  if  any  distiller,  tallow 
oiheTthM  iuch  chandler,  manufacturer  of  oil,  currier,  butcher  or  potter, 
••jreor  may  shall  make  use  of  any  house  or  place,  other  than  such  as 
e  HH  gDe  .  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  y^  assigned  and  permitted  in  consequence  of 
this  act,  for  the  exercise  of  the  employments  aforesaid,  or 
any  of  them,  the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  fine  of  Five  pounds^  one  half  thereof  for  the  use  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  the  other  half  paii;  for  the  use  of  him 
or  them  that  shall  prosecute  and  sue  therefor,  by  action 
of  debt,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  and  if  convicted 
on  the  presentment  of  a  grand  jury  in  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sions or  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the  whole  penalty  shall 
enure  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  in  either  case 
the  offender  shall  also  enter  into  recognizance  in  such  sum 
as  the  same  Court  shall  order,  not  to  improve  such  build- 
ing for  either  of  the  said  purposes  for  the  term  of  three 
years  then  next;  and  in  default  of  entering  into  such 
recognizance,  to  be  committed  to  the  common  goal ;  or  such 
building  may  bo  taken  down  by  the  order  of  the  same  Court, 
as  being  a  common  nuisance,  and  the  materials,  or  such 
part  of  them  as  may  be  necessary,  sold  at  public  auction,  to 
defray  the  ex  pence  and  charges  ;  and  in  case  the  materials 
shall  be  insufficient,  the  residue  of  the  charges  to  be  levied 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offenders  goods  and  chattels. 
And  be  it  further  enadud  by  the  authority  aforesaid ^ 
Fenee«.  &c.  Mt  That  all  fcnccs  or  building^  set  up  and  erected  on  lands 

up  OD  pODllO  ^      ^ 

uodiDg  place*,    now  uscd  and  improved  as  puWic  landing  places,  or  such 

JoD.^eaiTOmwi*'  as  may  be  hereafter  laid  out  ^nX  appropriated  to  that  use, 

DuiaancM.         without  lawful   permission   theiVor,    shall   be   esteemed 

w  nuisances,  and  may  be  abated  as  i^ch.        June  7, 1785. 

\ 

1786.  — Chaptef  2. 

[May  SeMloD,  oh.  2.]^ 
Chnn    2        ^^  ^^  AGAINST  HAWKERS,  PEDLARS  /.W^D  PETTY  CHAPMEN. 

Preamble.  Whereas   inconvetiiencies  arise  to  *  trade^  by  hawkers^ 

pedlars  and  petty  chapmen  ^  passing  t^^from  and  through 
the  country  J  to  vend  goods  ^  wares  and  merchandize: 

\ 


\ 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  every  hawker,  pedlar,  petty  Hawkert.  ped- 
chapman,  or  other  person  going  from  town  to  t^wn  on  fromtowrto* 
foot,  or  with  a  horse  or  horses   or  otherwise,  carrying  to  J^^;/^"" 
sell,  or  exposing  to  sale,  any  wares,  goods  or  merchandize, 
within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceed-  ^«>'''«**«»"- 
ing  Four  pounds y  nor  less  than  twenty  shillings j  also  one 
quarter  part  of  all  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  by 
him  or  them  exposed  to  sale,  or  so  conveyed  or  trans- 
ported as  aforesaid,  to  him  or  them  that  shall  prosecute 
therefor,  by  information  or  complaint  before  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  county. 

JProvided  nevertheless.  That  nothing  herein  shall  prohibit  P«>vi»o. 
or  hinder  any  person,  who  is  the  real  worker  or  maker  of 
any  goods  or  wares,  or  his  servants  or  agents,  from  cirry- 
ing  abroad,  exposing  to  sale,  or  selling  any  of  the  said 
goods  or  wares  of  his  own  making,  or  other  articles  man- 
ufactured within  this  Commonwealth,  in  any  fair,  market 
or  elsewhere,  or  from  selling  any  fish,  fruits  or  provisions ; 
or  any  tinker,  cooper,  glazier,  or  mender,  or  other  person, 
from  going  about  and  carrying  with  him  proper  materials 
for  mending  the  things  usually  made  or  mended  in  the 
exercise  of  his  trade.     And  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  upon  JaHicM  of  the 
complaint  to  him  made  of  any  such  offence,  may  arrest  mon'^noo?' 
or  summon  before  him  the  person  or  persons  complained  igSSltl^and  or. 
against,  and  order  him  or  them  to  recognize,  with  suffi-  ognu/"* '** '**'" 
cient  surety  or  sureties,  to  appear  and  answer  the  com- 
plaint or  information  that  may  be  exhibited  against  him 
or  them,  before  the  next  Court  of  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
in  the  county  where  the  offence  is  said  to  be  committed ; 
and  for  want  of  sufficient  surety,  to  commit  such  offender 
or  offenders  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county ;  and  also 
to  secure  and  detain  all  such  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize until   the  trial.      Provided ,   The   complainant   will  ^wvigo. 
enter  into   recognizance   with    surety   before  the    same 
Justice,  to  the  supposed  offender,  in  a  sufficient  sum,  to 
pay  cost,  in  case  the  complainant  shall  fail  of  prosecuting 
or  convicting  the  offender;   and   the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  may  assess  costs  upon  the  trial  for 
or  against  the  complainant,  as  the  case  may  require ;  and 
all   tavemers,  ale  house  keepers,  common  victuallers  or  ^®^j*Jf„'°'  •°" 
retailers,    that    shall   knowingly   entertain   any   hawker,  hawkenf&o. 
pedlar  or  petty  chapman,  or  other  trading  pei*8on  afore- 
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said,  for  the  space  of  twelve  hours,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  Twenty  shillings^  for  every  six  hours  after  the 
first  twelve  (unless  the  departure  of  such  hawker,  pedlar 
or  petty  chapman  shall  be  prevented  by  means  of  sick- 
ness, or  any  other  unavoidable  necessity)  to  him  or  them 
who  will  prosecute  and  sue  therefor  by  action  of  debt. 

June  9y  1785. 


Chap.  3 


1785.  — Chapter  3. 

[May  SaMlon,  eh.  3.] 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  DAMAGE  BEING  DONE  BY  NEAT  CATTLE 
AND  HORSES  ON  POCHA  BBACH,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BASTHAM 
AND  MEADOW  THEREUNTO  ADJOINING. 


Preamble. 


Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  by  the  reprPserUatton 
of  the  proprietors  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  c/Eastham, 
that  the  turning  out  of  cattle  and  horses  on  the  beach  called 
Pocha  Beach,  and  on  the  meadow  thei^eunto  adjoining^ 
lying  in  the  south  part  of  the  toicn  ff  Easthatn,  doth 
greatly  endanger  the  loss  of  the  said  meadow:  To  prevent 
which. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 

Persons  turning  of  the  samCy  That  after   the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any 

fa"rg^"**  '*'  person  or  persons  shall  turn  out  any  of  his  or  their  cattle 
or  horses  to  go  at  large,  on  any  part  of  the  aforesaid 
beach  or  meadow,  at  any  time  between  the  first  day  of 
April  and  the  last  day  of  November^  yearly,  he  or  they 

Penally.  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence.  Ten  shilliiigs  a  head 

for  every  neat  beast  or  horse  kind  of  one  year  old,  or 
upward,  that  shall  be  found  going  at  large  on  the  afore- 
said beach  and  meadow,  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
propriety ;  which  penalty  shall  be  recovered  by  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  he  appointed  by  said  proprie- 
tors, to  sue  for  and  recover  the  eame  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  such  cause. 

cattie.&c.found      And  bc  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  neat  cattle  or 

at  larse  to  be  '  j 

Impounded.  hoTse  kind  shall,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
be  found  at  large  on  the  aforesaid  beach  or  meadow,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  as  the  said  pro- 
prietors shall  appoint,  foilhwith  to  impound  all  such  cattle 
or  horses  (found  as  aforesaid)  in  the  town's  pound,  in 
Eastham;  whereupon  he  shall  immediately  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  owner  or  owners,  if  known,  otherwise  shall 
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give  public  notice  thereof  in  writing,  by  posting  up  the 
said  notice  of  impounding  such  creatures,  in  Eastham^ 
Harwich  and  Qhaihara^  in  some  public  place,  in  each  of 
the  said  towns ;  and  the  impounder  shall  relieve  the  said 
creatures  with  suitable  meat  and  water  while  impounded ; 
and  if  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  appear  to  redeem  his, 
her  or  their  impounded  creature  or  creatures,  he  or  she 
shall  pay  Two  shillings  to  the  impounder  for  each  neat 
beast  or  horse  kind  ;  and  to  the  pound  keeper,  reasonable 
cost  for  relieving  such  creatures,  besides  the  fees  estab- 
lished by  law  for  each  neat  beast  or  horse  kind  so 
impounded;  and  the  further  sum  of  Ten  shillings  such 
owner  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  said  pro- 
priety within  four  days  after  such  redemption,  being  the 
penalty  before  prescribed  in  this  act,  or  be  subject  to  the 
suit  of  such  person  as  shall  be  appointed  as  before  pro- 
vided, to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  by  action  of  debt 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace. in  the  county  of  BamstOr- 
ble.  And  if  no  owner  appear  within  the  space  of  five  no  owner  ap. 
days  to  redeem  such  cattle  or  horse  kind  so  impounded,  Sve^davrthe" 
and  to  pay  the  cost  occasioned  by  impounding  the  same,  ^JJSding'roch 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  person  impounding  such  Ji**e"SJMmi 
creature  or  creatures  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  sold  at  to  bo  wid. 
public  vendue,  and  pay  the  cost  and  charges  thereby 
arising ;  public  notice  of  the  time  of  such  sale  to  be  given 
in  said  town  of  Eastham^  and  in  the  towns  of  Harwich 
and  Chatham^  forty-eight  hours  at  least  befprehand ;  and 
the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  arising^  by  such  sale,  to  be  ovorpiuiarii. 

J     X      ^.i-  ^ir  u  X  Ing  by  such  Bale, 

returned  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  creature  or  h«w  applied. 
creatures  so  sold,  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  next 
after,  or  upon  his  demanding  the  same ;  but  if  no  owner 
appear  within  said  twelve  months,  then  the  said  over- 
plus shall  be  one  half  to  the  party  impounding  any  such 
cattle  or  horse  kind,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  in  the  town  of  Easiham. 

And  be  it  further  enacted ^  That  the  proprietors  afore-  PropriAto™  to 
said,  at  a  meeting  legally  warned  for  that  purpose,  shall  ^ns  u>?ee  to*'' 
choose  one  or  more  meet  person  or  persons  belonging  to  S^thiVact.*"^ 
their  propriety,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  to  the  due 
observance  of  this  act,  and  who   shall   be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  oflGice ;  and  in  case  any  person 
so  chosen  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  Forty  shillings^  for  the  use  of  the  poor  in  said  town  of 
Eastham;  and  upon   such  refusal,  the   said   proprietors 
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shall  from  time  to  time  proceed  to  a  new  choice  of  such 
officer  or  officers,  until  one  or  more  person  or  persons  will 
serve  therein.  Juiie  14y  1785. 


Chap. 


Boundariea. 


Annexed  to 
Woreeater. 


1785.  — Chapter  4. 

[October  Seaa^on,  eh.  1.] 

A  AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXING  A  GORE  OF  LAND  LYING  BETWEEN  THE 
TOWNS  OF  HTORCESTER  AND  SUTTON,  TO  THE  TOWN  OF 
WORCESTER. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same^  That  the  Gore  of  land  lying  in  the  county  of 
Worcester^  and  between  the  towns  of  Worcester  and 
Sutton^  bounded  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  the  south- 
easterly corner  of  the  town  of  Worcester^  from  thence 
running  southerly  on  a  right  line  until  it  comes  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  farm  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Isaac  Morse;  thence  running  south  five  degrees  west, 
eighty-seven  perch,  on  the  easterly  side  of  said  farm,  to  a 
stake  and  stones  on  Sutton  line;  from  thence  running 
westerly  on  said  line,  to  a  white  oak  tree,  being  the 
southwest  corner  of  John  Ooddard's  land  ;  thence  running 
northerly  on  Ward  town  line  until  it  comes  to  Worcester 
line ;  thence  easterly  on  said  Worcester  line,  to  the  first 
mentioned  bound ;  together  with  all  the  inhabitants  resid- 
ing on  said  Gore  of  land,  be,  and  hereby  are,  annexed  to 
the  town  of  Worcester^  there  to  do  duty  and  receive 
privileges  equal  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  said  town. 

June  14,  1785. 


Chap.  5 


Preamble. 


1785.  — Chapter  5. 

[Si ay  Seeaton,  eh.  4.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR  THE  REPAIRING  OF 
LEICESTER  ACADEMY,  AND  MAKING  ADDITIONAL  BUILDINGS 
THERETO. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  great  benefit  may  accrue  to  this 
Commonwealth  if  Leicester  Academy  should  be  repaired, 
and  additional  buildings  be  made;  and  the  Trustees  have 
represented  their  present  inability  to  accomplish  the  same 
without  the  aid  of  the  Legislature,  and  requested  that  a 
Lottery  may  be  granted  for  those  purposes : 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  fiouse  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  samey  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  Six  hun-  ^^^^^ 
dred  pounds  be  niised  by  a  Lottery  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  said  Academy  and  making  the  additional  build- 
ings ;  and  that   Joseph   Aliens  Esq ;   of    Worcester ^   and  J[jJSiStS. 
Messieurs  Thomas  Newell  and  Thomas  Denny ^  of  Leices- 
ter^ or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  managers  of  the  said 
Lottery,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  '^^  ^  •'^**'** 
their  trust;  and   shall,  as   soon   as   may   be,  publish  a 
scheme  of  said  Lottery  in  such  public  news  papers  as  they 
may  think  most  proper,  and  they  shall  also  publish  there- 
with all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment thereof;  and  all  prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  the 
said  Lottery  shall  be  paid  without  any  deduction,  pro- 
vided  they   are   demanded  within   six  months  after  the 
drawing  of  the  eaid  Lottery,  otherwise  the  money  arising 
from  such  prizes  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall  forge,  Penalty  for 
counterfeit  or  alter  any  lottery  ticket  issued  by  virtue  of  ^^^^' 
this  act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged,  counter- 
feited or  altered  ticket,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false, 
forged,  counterfeited  or  altered,  or  shall  counsel,  advise 
or  assist  in  forging,  altering  or  counterfeiting  the  same, 
every  person  so  oflfending,  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  punished  by  being  set  on  the  gallows  for  the 
space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  or  shall 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  One  hundred  pounds y  to  the  use 
of  this  Commonwealth,  or  suflfer  not  more  than  twelve 
nor  less  than  two  months  imprisonment,  or  be  publickly 
whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  according  to  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  the  offence. 

JProvided  always^  That  the  said  Joseph  Allen^  Esq;  Manage™ to 
and  Messieurs  Thomas  Newell  and  Thomas  Denny ^  give  ***"  *^" 
security  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the 
sum  of  Twelve  hundred  pounds y  that  they  will  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Academy,  the  net  proceeds 
of  said  Lottery,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Trustees  of  said 
Academy  shall  order,  agreeably  to  this  act. 

June  14, 1785. 
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•  1786.  — Chapter  6. 

[May  SeMlon,  eh.  6.] 

Chap.  6      ^^    -^^T    PROVIDING  A  SPEEDY    METHOD    FOR  DOING  JUSTICE, 
^*  WHEN,  THROUGH    MISTAKE,  EXECUTIONS    ARE   LEVIED   ON 

REAL  ESTATE  NOT  BELONGING  TO  THE  DEBTORS. 

PwMnbie.  Whereas  it  has  happened  that  executions  have  been  or  may 

be  extended  and  levied  on  real  estate  for  the  purpose  of  sat- 
isfying  judgments  of  Courts^  and  after  the  levying  such 
executions^  it  may  appear  that  the  real  estate  levied  upon  did 
not  at  the  time  ofextending  and  levying  such  execution  belong 
to  the  debtor^  and  thereby  the  creditor  mxiy  be  deprived  of  his 
just  debt  J  or  be  at  great  expence  in  recovering  it:  Therefore, 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
^M^.^ through  of  the  samCy  That  in  such  cases,  upon  the  application  of 
uoniarelevSi  the  Creditor  to  the  Justices  of  the  Court  from  whence 
not'bJionSBSto  such  cxecutiou  issued,  such  Justices  may  order  a  writ  of 
juttiSw^Iyor.  >Scire  Facias  to  issue  against  such  debtor,  requiring  him  to 
SdwFMiii'      appear  before  said  Court,  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has, 
against  lueh      why  au  alias  execution  should  not  issue  against  him  for 
"*  debt  and  costs ;  and  if  such  debtor,  being  duly  summoned, 

shall  neglect  to  appear  in  obedience  to  such  writ,  or 
appearing,  shall  not  shew  sufficient  cause  why  an  alias 
execution  should  not  issue  against  him,  the  Court  shall 
thereupon  order  an  alias  execution  against  such  debtor  for 
debt  and  costs ;  and  the  doings  by  virtue  of  the  former 
execution  shall  be  considered  as  void  and  of  no  effect  in 
law ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  Court  that  the 
creditor  had  no  just  cause  for  such  application,  the  debtor 
shall  recover  against  the  creditor  double  costs,  and  the 
Court  shall  award  execution  accordingly. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  no  application  by  any 
creditor  shall  be  sustained  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years  from  the  time  of  extending  and  levying  execution 
as  aforesaid.  June  14 y  1785. 


ProvlBo. 


1786.  —  Chapter  7. 

[May  Session,  oh.  6.] 

ChaV    7      ^^  ^^  ^^^  INCORPORATING  A  CERTAIN  TRACT  OF  LAND  LYING 
^'  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  BEING  PART  OF  THE  TOWNS 

OF   NORTHAMPTON  AND   SOUTHAMPTON,  INTO  A  DISTRICT, 
BY  THE  NAME  OF  BASTHAMPTON. 

Preombie.  Whcrcas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  tract  of  land 

being  part  of  the  towns  o/"  Northampton  and  Southampton, 
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in  the  count}/  of  Hampshire,  have  petitioned  this  Court  to 
be  incorporated  into  a  separate  district^  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  their  petition;  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court 
that  it  is  exypedient  that  the  said  tract  of  land^  with  the 
inhabitants  thereon y  (except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted)  be 
incorporated: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  in  Oenei-al  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  lands  taken  from  North-  SSdSuSS^' 
ampton,  described  as  follows,  viz. :  Beginning  in  North-  JjJ"*JJ°'"'' 
ampton,  on  Connecticut  River ,  at  the  dividing  line  between  *"^ 
the  lots  of  Abner  Barnard  and  Jonathan  Janes,  in  that 
part  of  the  common  field  called  Hog^s  Bladder;  from 
thence  running  in  the  course  of  the  dividing  line  afore- 
said across  Danks's  Pond;  from  thence  on  by  the  said 
pond  to  the  dividing  line  between  Joel  Hannum  and  James 
Surlberts  land  ;  from  thence  on  the  same  line  to  the  high- 
way ;  from  thence  on  the  same  highway  to  the  south  side 
of  the  lot,  in  the  little  division  originally  laid  out  to  John 
King,  and  upon  the  same  line  to  the  dividing  line  between 
the  Lovefield  and  Hatefield  tier,  in  the  said  division  ;  from 
thence  on  the  north  side  of  the  original  lot  in  the  Hate- 
field  tier,  laid  out  to  Captain  Clap,  to  the  Westfield  road  ; 
from  thence  to  the  north  side  of  the  lot  in  the  long 
division,  laid  out  to  Nathaniel  Phelps,  and  upon  the 
same  line  to  Westhampton,  and  in  the  dividing  line 
between  Northampton  and  Westhampton  to  Southampton 
line ;  and  on  the  line  between  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton to  Springfield  line;  and  on  the  dividing  line 
between  Northampton  and  Springfield,  to  the  line  between 
the  east  and  west  tier  of  lots  in  the  mountain  division  in 
Northampton;  and  from  thence  on  the  dividing  line 
between  the  said  tiers,  to  the  northerly  side  of  Elisha 
James's  land,  near  the  barn  of  Asahel  Parsons;  from 
thence  on  land  of  the  said  Asahel  to  the  south  side  of 
Joel  Parsons's  lot ;  from  thence  to  Connecticut  River,  and 
up  the  said  river  to  the  first  described  station.  —  And  J;^^  sootb" 
that  the  lands  taken  from  Southampton  described  in  the  ampton. 
following  manner  —  Beginning  on  the  dividing  line 
between  Northampton  and  Southampton,  at  the  west 
branch  of  Munhan  River,  between  the  lands  of  John 
Hannum  and  Elijah  Pomeroy ;  thence  running  down  the 
said  river  to  the  turn  thereof,  a  little  above  the  bridge ; 
thence  crossing  the  said   river  to  a  road ;  then   by   the 
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ino«tiDg. 
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Inhabitants  to 
Join  with  Korth- 
ampion  In  the 
choice  ()f  a  rep- 
resentative. 


same  road  to  the  south  side  of  Enos  Pomeroy^s  land ; 
then  between  the  said  land  and  the  land  of  the  heirs  of 
Joshua  Pomeroy^  to  the  south  branch  of  Munhan  Rivei*; 
then  up  said  river  to  another  piece  of  land  of  said  Joshua 
Pomeroy's  heirs ;  then  by  the  southwesterly  line  of  the 
land  of  Benjamin  Clap^  between  said  Clap^s  land,  and 
land  by  him  sold  to  Wtlliam  Baldwin^  to  the  highway ; 
then  by  the  said  highway  to  the  southwesterly  side  of 
the  land  of  said  Olap^  at  Wilton's  meadow ;  then  by  the 
southwesterly  side  of  said  land  to  the  land  of  Aaron 
Clap;  and  then  by  said  Aaron  Clap's  southwesterly  line 
to  Westfield  road,  (excepting  that  Elijah  Pomeroy^  Caleb 
Pomeroy^  Moses  Bartlett  and  Preserved  BardeWs  heirs, 
with  their  lands,  are  to  remain  to  Southampton;  and  the 
lands  within  the  tract  aforesaid  belonging  to  Elias  Lymjan^ 
ElioA  Lymauy  juu.^  Joel  Lyman ^  Jonathan  Lyman^  Sam- 
uel  Judd^  Simeon  Judd^  John  Alvord^  jun.  Daniel  Masters^ 
Josiah  Wait^  Abijah  Wait^  Asahel  Parsons^  Jonathan 
Parsons  and  Ephraim  Parsons^  are  to  remain  to  North- 
ampton) together  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a  district,  by  the  name 
of  Easthampton^  and  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privi- 
leges and  immunities,  that  districts  in  this  Commonwealth 
are  entitled  to,  or  do  or  may  enjoy,  according  to  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  Robert  Brecky  Esq ;  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empow- 
ered to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  some  principal 
inhabitant  within  the  said  district  of  Easthampton^ 
directing  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  district 
qualified  to  vote  in  town  afikirs,  to  assemble  at  some 
convenient  time  and  place  in  the  same  district,  to  choose 
all  such  town  or  district  officers  as  by  law  are  to  be  chosen 
annually  in  the  month  of  March. 

Provided  nevertheless^  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  dis- 
trict of  Easthampton^  which  were  before  the  passing  this 
act  inhabitants  of  any  other  town  or  place,  shall  pay  their 
proportionable  part  of  all  such  town,  county  and  state 
taxes,  as  are  already  assessed  or  levied  on  them  by  the 
towns  where  they  usually  were  taxed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  shall  have  liberty, 
from  time  to  time,  to  join  with  the  town  of  Northampton 
in  the  choice  of  a  Representative  ;  and  they  shall  accord- 
ingly be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  election  in  like 
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manner  with  the  inhabitapts  of  said  town  of  Nbrthamptony 
by  a  warrant  from  the  Selectmen  of  said  town,  directed  to 
a  Constable  or  Constables  of  said  district,  requiring  him 
or  them  to  warn  the  inhabitants  to  attend  the  meeting  at 
the  time  and  place  assigned,  which  shall  be  seasonably 
returned  by  said  Constable  or  Constables ;  and  the  Rep- 
resentative or  Representatives  may  be  chosen  indifferently 
from  said  town  and  district ;  the  pay  or  allowance  to  be 
borne  by  the  town  or  district,  in  proportion  as  they  shall 
pay  from  time  to  time  to  the  State  Tax. 

Ptovided  likewise^  That  said  district  give  up  all  their  ptovIto. 
right  in  any  of  the  town  lands,  monies  and  obligations  to 
which  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  were  entitled,  within 
the  towns  of  Northampton  and  Southampton. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  right  of  entry  and  right  of  action  in,  to,  or  for,  inhawunu 
the  recovery  of  any  lands  or  real  estate  within  the  limits  ri^htorentry, 
of  the  said  district,  which  before  and  until  the  passing  of  Sod*.  *^'^'* 
this  act  the  towns  of  Northampton  and  Southampton  were 
vested  with,  shall  accrue  and  enure  by  this  act  unto  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  district ;  and  they,  the  said  inhabi- 
tants of  said  district,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be 
vested  with  the  said  right  of  entry  and  right  of  action 
forever,  June  17, 1785. 

1785.  — Chapter  8. 

[May  B«saion,  eh.  7.] 

AN   ACT    FOR    THE    REGULATION   OF   NAVIGATION   AND    COM-   QhaV.  8 

MBRCE* 

Whereas  it  is  become  expedient  and  necessary  for  this  Preamble. 
Commonwealth  to  make  some  commercial  regulations  for 
the  encouragement  of  their  own  trade:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  oi  August  Exportation  of 
next,  and  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  there  shall  E^ti!bv^ie, 
not  be  exported  from  any  port,  harbour,  creek,  bay  or  inlet,  p"****^*'***- 
river  or  shore,  or  any  other  place  within  this  Common- 
wealth, any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  the  growth, 
manufacture   or  produce  of  this  or  any  of  the  United 
States,  in  any  ship,  vessel  or  craft  of  any  kind,  belonging 
(either  in  whole  or  in  part)  to,  or  being  the  property  of, 
any  of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
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proviao.  Provided  nevertheless^  and  whereas  proclamations  and 

orders  have  been  issued  by  the  Governors  of  several  parts 
of  the  British  dominions,  for  prohibiting  vessels  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  United  States  from  entering  their  ports 
or  trafficking  there : 

Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  case  the  said  proclama- 
tions and  orders  shall  be  reversed,  and  an  open  trade 
allowed  to  such  vessels,  and  the  Governor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth being  certified  thereof,  shall  by  advice  of 
Council  publickly  signify  the  same  by  his  proclamation, 
then  shall  the  foregoing  clause  of  this  act  be  discontinued, 
and  shall  cease  to  operate  during  the  time  such  open  trade 
shall  be  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
i^o*dSon**boart,  That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  oi  August  next,  if 
cDtrary  to  thu  any  ship,  vcsscl  or  craft  of  any  kind,  as  aforesaid,  be 

net,  to  bo  for-       -•'i.  i*  i  xi  i 

felted.  found  m  any  port,  harbour  or  creek,  or  any  other  place 

within  this  Commonwealth,  taking  on  board,  or  having 
taken  on  board  while  in  this  Commonwealth,  any  of  the 
articles  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act,  every  such  ship,  vessel  or  craft,  together  with 
their  lading,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall  and  may  be 
seized  by  any  Naval  Officer,  Collector  of  Excise  or  his 
Deputy,  or  by  any  other  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  same  may  be  sued  for,  pnisecuted  and 
recovered  in  any  Court  of  Record  within  this  Common- 
wealth, proper  to  try  the  same ;  and  after  deducting  the 
charges  of  prosecuting  the  same,  from  the  gross  produce 
thereof,  the  remainder  shall  be  given,  one  moiety  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  made  the  seizure  and 
prosecuted  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  shall  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  use  of 
the  same. 
Skfn  w'und^  ^^^  *^  itfurthei*  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first 
from  any  vessel  day  of  August  ncxt,  there  shall  not  be  taken  out  or  landed 
theUnStod"*  °  from  ou  board  any  ship,  vessel  or  craft,  not  wholly  belong- 
port!&«?"°^  ing  to,  or  the  property  of,  the  citizens  of  the  United 
except-  States,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  in  any  port, 
harbour  or  creek,  or  any  other  place  within  this  Common- 
wealth, except  the  ports  of  Boston^  Falmouth  in  Oasco 
Bay  and  Dartmouth;  and  if  any  ship,  vessel  or  craft, 
not  wholly  owned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  found  in  any  port, 
harbour  or  creek,  or  any  other  place  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, except   the  ports  of   Boston  ^  Falmouth   in 
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Qa»co  Bay  and  Dartmouth ^  as  aforesaid,  discharging  her 
lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  having  discharged  her 
loading,  or  any  part  thereof,  otherwise  than  abovemen- 
tioned,  the  said  ship,  vessel  or  craft,  together  with  her 
lading,  shall  be  seized  and  forfeited,  to  be  recovered  and 
appropriated  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  said  2u  ownb^" 
first  day  of  August  next,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  mas-  'o'e*«°«"- 
ter,  owner  or  consignee,  of  every  ship,  vessel  or  craft, 
owned  either  in  part  or  in  whole  by  any  foreigner,  at  the 
time  of  entering  the  said  ship,  vessel  or  craft,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  ports  of  Boston,  Fal- 
mouth and  Dartmouth,  aforesaid,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  this  Commonwealth,  a  duty  of  Five  shillings  per  ton,  for 
each  and  every  ton  said  vessel  may  measure  by  carpenters' 
measurement,  and  a  further  duty  of  Two  shillings  and  eight 
pence  per  ton,  as  light  money,  in  addition  to  what  by  law 
they  are  now  subject  to  pay,  for  the  use  and  service  of  the 
light  houses,  and  shall  likewise  pay  unto  the  Collector  of 
Impost  and  Excise,  for  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Cumber'^ 
land  and  Bristol,  double  the  duty  on  the  goods  imported  ^^'paJd  upon'*" 
in  said  vessel,  as  is  or  may  be  paid  at  that  time  upon  the  f^Jh  wSsefa.** 
like  goods  imported  in  a  vessel  belonging  wholly  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ;   and  a  further  duty  of  Six  S""**S^^°*^  ®' 
pence  shall  be  paid  upon  every  bushel  of  salt  imported  in  buihei  upon  salt 
any  ship,  vessel  or  craft,  owned  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  ^tuh  veMeis. 
by  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
previous  to  their  breaking  bulk  they  shall  give  bond  to 
the  said  Collector  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  said  duty  of  Six  pence  p^v**®- 
per  bushel  on  salt,  shall  not  be  paid  in  case  an  open  trade 
shall  be  permitted  in  the  British  dominions,  and  during 
the  continuance  of  such  open  trade ;   such  permission  to 
be  signified  by  the  Governor's  proclamation,  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  some  persons  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  more 
extensive  privileges  in  commeixe,  have  had  double  setts  of 
papers  for  their  vessels,  in  order  that  they  might  appear 
the  property  of  one  nation  or  another,  as  might  best  ansxcer 
their  purposes ;  for  the  prevention  of  which  impositions: 

Be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  vj»je^"^jvin«f 
August  next,  any  vessel  which  may  appear  to  have  two  p«pe"  °" 

.F       c  u      1.U  i?        !_•    t-       L  X      board,  &c.  to  be 

setts  or  papers,  by  the  one  of  which  she  may  appear  to  forfeited. 
be  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  other  the  property  of  foreigners ;  or  if  it  shall  be 
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Forfeltares, 
how  applied. 


Naval  OfBcera, 
previoui  to  ad- 
mitting an  en* 
try,  to  admiDts- 


made  to  appear,  that  any  vessel  that  has  cleared  at  any 
naval  oflGice  in  this  Commonwealth,  as  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  these  States,  shall  afterwards  enter  and  dis- 
charge her  cargo  taken  in  and  cleared  as  aforesaid,  in  any 
foreign  port,  as  the  property  of  a  foreigner ;  said  vessel 
upon  her  return  into  this  Commonwealth  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  may  be  seized  by  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  where 
she  may  be  found,  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons, 
who  may  prosecute  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered,  and  the 
money  arising  from  such  forfeiture,  to  be  applied  as  afore- 
said, and  the  master  of  such  vessel  so  offending,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  sum 
of  One  hundred  pounds y  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid.' 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each  Naval  Officer  in 
this  Commonwealth,  previous  to  his  admittino;  any  vessel 
^j^an  ojjh,  and  to  an  cutry,  shall  administer  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
wm©/  *  tion,  to  the  master,  or  one  of  the  principal  owners  thereof, 
(provided  said  vessel  shall  appear  to  be  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  these  States)  and  certify  it  on  the  back 
of  the  register  (if  not  done  before)  in  the  following  words  : 

Port  of  178     . 

Then  personally  appeared  before  me  one  of 

the  principal  owners  (or  the  commander,  as  the  case  may 
be)  of  the  and  made  solemn  oath  (or  affirmation) 

that  the  said  is  the  sole  property  of  the  citizens 

of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  foreigner,  directly  or 
indirectly,  hath  any  part  or  share  therein. 

Naval  Officer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  Naval  Officer  or  his  Deputy  shall  presume  to 
enter  or  clear  any  vessel,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  or  if  any  Naval  Officer,  Collector  of 
Impost  and  Excise,  or  their  Deputies,  shall  neglect  any 
of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act,  he  or  they,  so 
offending  or  neglecting  their  respective  duties,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds^  one  moiety 
thereof  for  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
may  prosecute  for  the  same,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered 
in  any  Court  of  Record  in  this  Commonwealth  proper  to 
try  the  same ;  and  in  addition  thereto,  shall  be  rendered 
incapable  of  any  further  exercise  of  his  or  their  respective 
offices. 


Form  of  tho 
certificate. 


178 val  Offlcers, 
Collectors  of 
I  m  pout  and  Ex- 
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Penalty. 
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Provided  nevertheless^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  Proviw). 
construed  to  prevent  any  ship  or  vessel  built  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  owned  either  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any 
of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  from  taking 
a  cargo  upon  her  first  departure  from  this  Commonwealth, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  no  further  restrictions  than  if 
said  vessel  was  owned  by  the  citizens  of  these  States. 

And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  this  act  shall  continue  JJ^fMnii^Sl  id 
in  force  until  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  force, 
shall  be  vested  with  competent  power  for  the  purpose, 
and  shall  have  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  regulation  of 
the  commerce  of  these  States,  and  the  period  may  arrive 
when  the  said  ordinance  is  to  take  effect,  and  no  longer. 

June  23, 1785. 

1786.  — Chapter  9. 

[May  BeMioD,  ch.  8.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  WESTERLY   PART  OF  THE  TOWN  CkaV.   9 
OP    WBSTMiySTER,    THE    SOUTHWESTERLY    PART    OF    ASff-  ^ 

EVftSRAU,  THE  SOUTHEASTERLY  PART  OP  WJNCHBNDON^ 
AND  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  TEUPLBTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  WORCESTBR^mTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF  GARDNER, 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  Preamble. 
of  Westminster,  the  southwesterly  part  of  the  town  of 
Ashburnham,  southeasterly  part  of  the  town  of  Winchen- 
don,  and  the  easterly  pai^t  of  the  town  of  Templeton,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  have  represented  to  this  Court 
the  difficulties  they  labour  under  in  their  present  situation, 
and  request  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  separate 
town  J  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court  proper  to  comply  with 
their  said  request : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  westerly  part  of  the  town  of  West- 
minster, southwesterly  part  of  the  town  of  Ashburnham, 
southeasterly  part  of  the  town  of  Winchendon,  and  the 
easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Templeton,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  —  Beginning  at  the  Boundaries. 
west  corner  of  the  town  oi  Westminster,  running  south  east- 
erly on  the  town  line  on  Templeton  and  Hubbardston,  to  the 
southeasterly  corner  of  lot  Number  thirty-two,  third  divi- 
sion ;  thence  running  northeasterly,  straight  to  the  south- 
easterly corner  of  lot  Number  ninety-one,  second  division  ; 
from  thence,  upon  the  line  between  lots  Number  ninety- 
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one  and  ninety-two,  to  Ashburnham  town  line ;  thence 
running  southwesterly  on  Ashburnham  line  to  the  north- 
east comer  of  lot  Number  fifty-five,  second  division,  in 
Ashburnham ;  thence  by  the  northeasterly  line  of  said  lot 
to  the  north  corner  of  the  same ;  from  thence  strait  to  the 
northeast  comer  of  lot  Number  forty-five,  second  division  ; 
from  thence  on  the  north  line  of  the  same,  to  the  north- 
west comer  on  Winchendon  line ;  from  thence  northeasterly 
on  said  line,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  Number  fifteen, 
second  division,  on  Ashburnham  line  ;  from  thence  south- 
westerly on  a  straight  line,  to  the  northwesterly  corner  of 
lot  Number  one  hundred  and  sixty,  on  Templeton  line  ;  from 
thence  southeasterly  on  said  line,  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  lot  Number  eighty-four,  second  division  ;  from  thence  on 
the  southerly  line  of  said  lot,  to  Oltei'  River ^  so  called ; 
from   thence  up   said  river,  to    Westminster  town   line ; 
from  thence  on  said  line,  to  the  first  mentioned  corner ; 
^rateSyilMd^in.  ^c,  and  they  hereby  are,  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name 
^wer«r*^  '     ®^   Gardner;    and   the   inhabitants    thereof    hereby   are 
invested  with   all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  within  this  Common- 
wealth do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 
?uTby"h/une..      ^^^  ^e  it  further  enacted.  That  where  the  lots  that  are 
uxo/to^ttfe     '  ^^^  settled  are  cut  by  the  above  lines,  every  owner  of 
town  in  which    such  lot  shall  be  holden  to  pay  taxes   for  the   whole   of 
noVsiand!*       such  lot,  to  that  towu  iu  which  his   house    now  stands. 
Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless.  If  any  owner  of  such   lot  shall 

return  a  certificate  into  the  Secretary's  oflice,  within  six 
months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  expressing  his  desire 
to  belong,  with  his  said  lot,  to  the  other  town,  such  lot, 
and  the  owner  thereof,  shall  forever  afterwards  be  holden 
to  pay  taxes  to  the  other  town  accordingly. 
Ihai*i^ilry°uxM  -^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
gronteS.  ^^^  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  shall  pay  their  propor- 

tion of  all  taxes  already  granted,  to  be  raised  in  the  sev- 
eral towns  from  which  they  were  respectively  taken. 
Eiq*!'*to'cSfi^'      ^nd  it  is  further  enacted.  That  Nicholas  Dyke,  Esq  ;  be, 
moeiing.  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant  directed 

to  some  principal  inhabitant,  requiring  him  to  -warn  and 
give  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  to  assemble 
and  meet  at  some  suitable  time  and  place  in  the  said  town, 
to  choose  all  such  oflScers  as  towns  by  law  are  required  to 
choose,  at  their  annual  town  meeting,  in  the  month  of 
March.  June  27^  1785. 
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1786.— Chapter  10. 

[May  BeBsion,  ch.  9.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN    LANDS    BELONGING  TO   Ckup.  10 
A   NUMBER  OF    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    TOWN    OF    SPRING^  ^' 

FIELD,  LYING  ON  THE  PINE  PLAIN,  IN  SAID  TOWN. 

Whereas  application  hath  been  made  to  this  Courts  by  P«>ambie. 
the  petition  of  T\iom9L^Dyf\^ty  for  himself  and  in  behalf 
of  the  persons  hereafter  named^  viz. :  Moses  Bliss,  Esq; 
Ebenezer  Warriner,  Timothy  Bliss,  Joseph  Clough,  Wil- 
liam Pynchon,  Esq;  Alexander  Bliss,  Aaron  Warriner, 
Jacob  Cooley,  Charles  Brewer,  Elam  Burt,  John  Ashley, 
Luke  Bliss,  David  Ashley,  Andrew  Colton,  Preserved 
White,  George  Pynchon,  Edward  Stebbins,  Solomon 
Ferre,  andlhomas  Bates,  representing^  that  they  are  the 
proprietors  of  certain  parcels  of  land  on  the  Pine  Plains 
{so  called)  in  said  Springfield,  lying  contiguous  each  to 
the  other,  which  are  now  without  fence  or  inclosure^  and 
on  that  account  subjected  to  damage  and  rendered  of  little 
value  to  them;  and  praying  that  said  lands  (containing 
about  seven  hundred  acres )  may  be  erected  into  one  com- 
mon and  general  feld^  as  included  y  when  collectively  taken , 
within  the  following  description  and  boundaries^  viz. :  The 
tract  of  land  lying  in  said  Springfield,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  highway  leading  from  Springfield  to  W  ilbraham,  caZ/ec/ 
the  sixteen  acre  road^  and  bounding  northerly  thereon, 
lying  also  west  of  the  brook  called  Stone.Pit  Brook,  north 
of  Mill  Kiver  meadow,  bounding  south  thereon,  and  the 
fence  inclosing  the  said  meadow;  lying  also  east  of  a  town 
way,  leading  from  Boston  road  to  the  highway  which  lead- 
eth  by  the  house  of  David  Ashley,  and  bounding  west  on 
said  town  way;  also  bounding  eaat  on  a  lot  of  land  owned 
by  Elisha  Ferre,  lying  a  little  west  of  said  Stone  Pit 
Brook :     Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  lands  aforesaid,   being  all  the  lands  LandBdetoribed 
included  within  the  description  and  boundaries  aforesaid,  imo OTegSnerei 
be,  and  hereby  are,  incorporated  into  one  common  and  ^®*^' 
general  field ;  and  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  said 
lands  are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges which  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  general  fields  by 
law  are  invested  withal. 
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ma7b!?at"b.  ^^^  *«  *^  further  enactedy  That  each  and  every  of  the 
InJ^5mp?5i?*  proprietors  aforesaid  may  be  at  full  liberty  at  any  and  all 
iaDcu,£c.  tiroes  hereafter,  to  inclose  and  improve  by  themselves, 
anyjof  their  lands  lying  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  as  if 
such  act  of  incorporation  had  not  been  made ;  they  main- 
taining their  respective  proportions  of  the  general  fence 
around  the  same.  June  27y  1785. 


1786.  — Chapter  11. 

[May  Beflsion,  ch.  10.] 

Chap.  11  ^N  ^^T  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS    AS- 
^  8EMBLED,  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSIONERS  TO    COMPLEAT   THE 

RUNNING  THE  LINE  OF  JURISDICTION  BETWEEN  THE  COM- 
MONWEALTH OP  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  THE  STATE  OF  NBW 
YORK,  ON  THE  EASTERLY  PART  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NBHT 
YORK. 

Preamble.  Whcreos  uu  agreement  was  made  and  entered  into^  on 

the  eighteefith  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord^  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven ty-three^  between  Com-- 
miHsioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  Commissioners 
appointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  late  Colony  of 
New  York, /or  the  settlement  of  a  partition  line  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  the  said  late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
and  the  late  Colony  of  New  York,  on  the  easterly  part  of 
the  said  Colony  of  New  York :  And  whereas^  since  the 
agreement  made  as  aforesaid^  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
have  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealtlt  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  State  of  New  York,  respectively^ 
to  run  and  mark  the  said  line  pursuant  to  the  said  agree- 
ment; which  Commissioners^  although  attempts  have  been 
made  for  that  purpose^  have  not  been  able  to  compleat  the 
running  the  said  line:  And  whereas  the  State  of 'New  York, 
by  an  act  of  their  Legislature^  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of 
March,  Oyie  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five^  have 
on  theif  part  authorized  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assenibledy  to  appoint  three  skilful^  judicious  and  disint  r- 
ested  persons y  as  Commissioners ^  to  run  out^  survey^  mark 
and  ascertain  the  said  line  of  jurisdiction^  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  agreement  above  referred  to : 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  a^sembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
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United  States  of  America,  in  Congreas  assembled,  and  gJi^^^tJUm- 
they  are  hereby  fully  authoriaed  to  appoint  three  skilful,  ^'^1\^!^qI^, 
judicious  and  disinterested  persons,  as  Commissioners,  to  missioners. 
run  out,  survey,  mark  and  ascertain  the  said  line  of  juris- 
diction,   between  this  Commonwealth  and  the   State  of 
New  York,  according  to  the  true  intent  and   meaning  of 
the  agreement  abovementioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  line  so  to  be  run,  marked  and  ascertained  by  the  Linemn  by  the 
said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  according  to  the  to*reSa*inTJ" 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  agreement,  shall  be,  b^aidlrjane. 
and  forever  hereafter  remain,  a  jurisdiction  or  boundary 
line,  as  far  as  the  same  shall  extend,  between  this  Common- 
wealth and  the  easterly  part  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Provided  always.  That  the  Commissioners   so   to   be  Sfoyl"®*  ^^ 

,,-,,,     ^    '  ,  -  .  ^ ,         the  Commis- 

appomted,  shall,  before  they  proceed  upon  the  execution  sionenbe 
of  their  trust,  be  sworn  faithfully  and  impartially  to  per-  *^**"' 
^form  the  same  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and 
judgment ;  and  shall,  within  two  years  from  the  seventh 
day  of  March,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  complete  the  said  survey,  and  make  a  true  and  exact 
return  thereof  into  the  Secretary's  oflBce  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  be  there  filed  as  a  per- 
petual evidence  of  the  said  jurisdiction  line. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the   Governor,  by   and   with  the   consent    of  the  2Sle"t*of  ^*'^ 
Council  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  hereby  authorized  to  coundi, author- 
appoint  one  or  more  person  or  persons  to  furnish  the  said  ^^ons^uT^u?. 
Commissioners,  which  shall  be  appointed  by  Congress  to  m^MtonenTwitb 
run  and  ascertain  the  line  aforesaid,  with  the  necessary  docame*Du'^and 
documents  and  papers  relative  to  the  said  line,  and  to  paper*. 
make  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  favour  of  the  person  or  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  for 
the  sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  applied,  if  neces- 
sary, for  the  payment  of  one  half  of  the  expences  attend- 
ing the  survey,  and  for  which  they  shall  be  accountable 
to  this  Commonwealth.  June  29, 1785. 

1786.  — Chapter  12. 

[May  Session,  oh.  11.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  FILING    AND    RECORDING  OF  WILLS  PROVED  CkaV     12 
WITHOUT  THIS  GOVERNMENT,  AND  FOR  TAKING  AFFIDAVITS  -^' 

IN  WRITING  FOR  THE  PROBATE  OF  WILLS  IN  CERTAIN  CASES. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Oeneral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
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Copy  of  any  will 
proved  without 
this  OoTein- 
meat,  fillog  and 
recording 
thereof  shall  he 
of  the  same 
force  as  of  an 
original  will. 


Persons  Inter- 
ested  In  wills 
proved   without 
this  govern- 
ment, desiring 
the  same  may 
be  filed ;  direc- 
tions how  to 
proceed. 


When  an  origi- 
nal will  shall  be 
offered  for  pro- 
bate, &  the  wit- 
nesses live  more 
than  thirty 
miles  distant. 


the  same^  That  where  the  copy  of  any  will  which  has  been 
proved  and  allowed  in  any  Probate  Court  \u  any  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  foreign  State  or  Kingdom,  shall 
be  directed  to  be  filed  and  recorded  in  any  Probate  Court 
in  this  Government  pursuant  to  this  act  the  filing  and 
recording  thereof  shall  be  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as 
the  filing  and  recording  of  an  original  will  proved  and 
allowed  in  the  same  Court  of  Probate ;  and  the  said 
Judge  may  thereupon  proceed  to  take  bonds  of  the  exec- 
utor, or  grant  administration  of  the  said  testator's  estate 
lying  in  this  government,  with  the  will  annexed,  and  set- 
tle the  said  estate  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  by  law 
he  may  or  can  upon  the  estates  of  testators  whose  wills 
have  been  duly  proved  before  him. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  the  executor  or 
any  other  person  interested  in  a  will  that  has  been  proved 
and  allowed  in  a  Court  of  Probate  in  any  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  a  Court  of  Probate  in  any  other  State  or 
Kingdom,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  such  State  or  Kingdom, 
shall  produce  a  copy  of  such  will,  with  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
bate thereof,  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  where  the  same 
will  has  been  proved  and  allowed,  unto  any  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate in  any  county  in  this  government,  where  the  testator 
had  estate,  real  or  personal,  whereon  the  same  will  may 
operate,  and  shall  in  writing  desire  the  same  may  be  filed 
and  recorded  in  the  Probate  Office  in  the  same  county  pur- 
suant to  this  statute,  the  said  Judge  shall  assign  a  time 
and  place  for  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  made  in  some  public  news 
paper,  three  weeks  successively,  thirty  days  at  the  least 
before  the  time  assigned,  to  the  end  that  any  person  may 
appear  and  shew  cause  against  the  tiling  and  recording 
the  same ;  and  if  at  the  time  assigned  no  objection  is 
made,  or  none  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  Judge  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  it,  the  same  Judge  may  cause  the  same 
copy  to  be  filed  in  the  Registry  of  the  said  Court  of  Pro- 
bate, and  direct  the  same  to  be  also  there  recorded :  Sav- 
ing  always^  an  appeal  to  any  person  apprehending  himself 
injured  thereby  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate,  as  in 
other  Probate  matters. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  an  original  will 
shall  be  offered  for  Probate  before  any  Coui-t  of  Probate 
in  this  government,  and  the  witnesses  thereunto  live  out 
of  the  government,  or  more  than  thirty  miles  distant,  or 
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by  reason  of  age  or  indisposition  of  body,  are  unable  to  JJ^JSfllfrn  bISS 
appear  and  give  evidence  before  the  Court,  in  every  such  ewes, 
case,  the  deposition  of  such  witness  in  writing,  taken 
before  any  person  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  dedimus 
potestatem  from  such  Probate  Court,  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  though  the  witness  was  present  and 
testified  vive  voce  before  the  Court. 

Provided  always  however.  Before  the  Probate  of  any  P'o^^'o- 
will  shall  be  allowed  from  the  evidence  of  affidavits,  such 
proceedings  shall  be  had  in  all  respects  as  in  this  act  are 
provided  respecting  wills  previously  proved  and  allowed 
in  a  Court  of  Probate  without  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
appeals  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  allowed,  as  is  provided 
for  in  other  Probate  matters. 

And  it  is  further  provided.  That  nothing  in  this  act  JS^^^'^'*'" 
shall  be  construed  to  make  valid  any  will  or  codicil  that 
is  not  attested  and  subscribed  in  the  manner  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  direct,  nor  to  give  operation  and 
effect  to  the  will  of  an  Alien  different  from  that  which 
such  will  would  have  had  before  the  passing  this  act. 

June  29, 1785. 

1785.  — Chapter  13. 

[iiay  Session,  ch.  12.] 

AN  ACT  DETERMINING  THE  TIMES  AND    PLACES   FOR   HOLDING   ChaV    13 
JUDICIAL  COURTS  IN  THE   COUNTY    OP   BERKSHIRE,  A    LIM-  ^' 

ITED  TERM. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tivej<  in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  within  the  county  of  Berkshire,  shall  be  holden  at 
the  times  and  places  hereafter  mentioned,  until  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  ;  that  is  to  say.  The 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  at  Great  Barrington,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  October;  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  at  said  Great  Barrington, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  and  third  Tuesday 
of  November;  and  at  Pittsfeld,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
February  and  second  Tuesday  of  May;  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  J%me  30, 1786, 
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[May  Beaslon,  oh.  13.] 

Chap.    14  ^N  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  FOB  BBPEALINO  CERTAIN  PARTS 
^'  OF  AN  ACT  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD,  ONE  THOU- 

SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE,  ENTITLED, 
*•  AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE  CATCHING  SALMON.  SHAD  AND 
ALEWIVES,  AND  TO  REMOVE  AND  PREVENT  OBSTRUCTIONS 
IN  MERRIMACK  RIVBR,  AND  IN  THE  OTHER  RIVERS  AND 
STREAMS  RUNNING  INTO  THE  SAME,  WITHIN  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH. AND  FOR  REPEALING  SEVERAL  ACTS  HERETOFORE 
MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembledj  and  by  the  authority 
^\chin'*Th  ^°'  ^  ^^^  .^ame,  That  the  time  allowed  for  catching  salmon, 
oac  ng  8  .  ^j^^j  ^^j  alewives  in  said  rivers  and  streams,  by  the  act 
to  which  this  is  an  addition,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  so  far 
altered,  that  it  shall  hereafter  begin  at  sunset,  on  Mon- 
day evening,  and  end  at  sunset  on  Thursday  evening,  in 
each  week ;  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
graph  repealed.  That  the  third  enacting  paragraph  in  the  said  act  be,  and 
it  is,  hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

Trmingo^b-       That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  erect  any  obstruction 

BtructioM,  &c.    or  incumbrance  in  or  across  the  said  Merrimack  River ^  or 

any  of  the  rivers  or  streams  running  into  the  same,  or 

continue  such  as  are  already  erected,  so  as  to  prevent  the 

free  passage  of  the  said  fish  up  the  said  rivers  and  streams, 

he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of 

Twenty  pounds^  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  same 

manner  as  fines  for  a  breach  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in 

addition  are  recovered  and  applied. 

Peroona found        ^yid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  fresh  salmon, 

Mid  fiah  within  shad  or  alewives,  shall  be  found  with  or  m  the  possession 

8hSf  S  a?.'       of  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  within  three  miles  of 

Sf°tSitehing"t2e  any  of  the  said  rivers  or  streams,  and  within  this  Com- 

same, unless,     mon Wealth,  at  any  other  time  than  the  time  allowed  by 

law  for  catching  said  fish  in  the 'said  rivers  and  streams, 

such  person  or  persons  shall  be  held  and  accounted  in  law 

to   be  guilty  of  catching  said  fish   contrary  to  the  true 

intent  of  the  said  act,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  accordingly, 

unless  such   person  or  persons  shall   make   oath  in  the 

Court  before  whom  trial  is  had  that  said  fish  were  actually 
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caught  within  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  catching  the 
same,  or  make  proof  who  was  the  person  or  persons  that 
caught  said  fish,  or  who  sold  the  same. 

Providing  always^  That  every  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  Proviw. 
whom  complaint  shall  be  made  against  any  person  or 
persons  for  having  in  his  or  their  possession  any  fresh 
salmon,  shad  or  alewives,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  before  he 
issue  bis  warrant  against  the  peraon  or  persons  complained 
of,  cause  the  complainant  to  make  oath  to  his  complaint, 
and  that  he  really  believes  that  the  fish  in  the  said  com- 
plaint mentioned  were  caught  in  the  time  prohibited  by 
law  for  catching  the  same.  June  80^  1785. 

1786.  — Chapter  16. 

[liay  Session,  oh.  14.] 
AN   ACT    TO    PREVENT   DAMAGE  FROM  FIRE  BEING  COMMUNI-  Q^^     15 
GATED  FROM  CHOCOLATE  MILLS  AND  MACHINES  FOR  ROAST-  -^* 

ING  COCOA,  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON. 

WTiei'eas  chocolate  mills  and  machines  for  roasting  cocoa 
have  been  erected  in  the  tovm  of  Boston,  near  to  other 
buildings^  to  the  great  hazard  of  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  samey  That  if  any  person,  from  and  after  the  fifth 
day  of  July  next,  shall,  w^ithin  the  said  town,  roast  or 
cause  to  be  roasted  any  cocoa,  for  the  purpose  of  manu- 
facturing the  same  into  chocolate,  in  any  building  what- 
ever, excepting  such  as  may  or  shall  be  licenced  for  that 
purpose  by  the  major  part  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  and  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk y  quorum  unuSy  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  One  hundred  nor  less 
than  Fifty  pounds.  June  30 y  1785. 


Chap.  16 


1786.  — Chapter  16. 

[May  SeMloD,  ch.  16.] 
AN  -ACT  AUTHORIZING  AND  EMPOWERING  THE  DELEGATES 
REPRESENTING  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED,  TO  SUBSCRIBE  AND  RAT-  " 
IFY  AN  ALTERATION  OF  PART  OF  THE  EIGHTH  ARTICLE  OF 
THE  CONFEDERATION  AND  PERPETUAL  UNION  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AUBRICA. 

Whereas  it  is  convenient  that  a   ^t/Ze,  other  than  that  Preamble 
contained  in  the  said  eighth  Article  of  the  Confederation 
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and  perpetual  Union^  should  be  established  for  asca'taining 
the  proportions  to  be  supplied  by  the  said  States  respec- 
tively to  the  common  treasury;  and  such  alteration  having 
been  recommended  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  JEToiLse  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
^wl?Sdu)?Sif  ^*^^^^^%  of  the  same.  That  the  Delegates  representing  this 
an  affreement  Commonwealth  in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
uonofthe^sth  bled,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered 
Confederation.  ^^  subscribe  and  ratify  an  agreement  for  the  alteration  of 
the  said  eighth  Article  of  Confederation  and  perpetual 
Union,  which  shall  be  contained  in  the  following  words, 
that  is  to  say  —  So  much  of  the  eighth  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  and  perpetual  Union,  between  the  thirteen 
States  of  America  as  is  contained  in  the  words  following, 
ciauae  revoked,  viz,  —  *'  All  chargcs  of  War,  and  all  other  expences  that 
shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general 
welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasury, 
which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted  to 
or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  buildings 
and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  according 
to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint,"  is  hereby 
revoked  and  made  void  ;  and  in  place  thereof,  it  is  declared 
and  concluded,  the  same  having  been  agreed  to  in  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  that  all  charges  of  war  and  all 
other  expences  that  have  been  or  shall  be  incurred  for  the 
common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  except  so  far  as 
shall  be  otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of 
a  common  treasury,  which  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
several  States,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of 
white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age, 
sex  and  condition,  including  those  bound  to  servitude  for 
a  term  of  years,  and  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons  not 
comprehended  in  the  foregoing  description,  except 
Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  State,  which  number 
shall  be  triennally  taken  and  ti*ansmitted  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  such  mode  as  they  shall 
direct  and  appoint.  JiUy  2^  1785. 
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[liay  SeMloD,  ch.  18.] 

AN    ACT    IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  PASSED  THE  TENTH  DAY  OF   ChttV^    17 
JULY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  ^' 

EIGHTY-THREE,  ENTITLED.  "AN  ACT  LAYING  DUTIES  OP 
IMPOST  AND  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  GOODS,  WARES  AND  MER- 
CHANDIZE, THEREIN  DESCRIBED,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  THE 
SEVERAL  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE; " 
AND  ALSO  ANOTHER  ACT  PASSED  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JULY, 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-FOUR,  ENTI- 
TLED, "  AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AND  FOR  THE  EXPLANATION  . 
OF  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED.  "AN  ACT  LAYING  DUTIES  OF  IMPOST 
AND  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  GOODS.  WARES  AND  MERCHAN- 
DIZE, THEREIN  DESCRIBED,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  THE 
SEVERAL  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE," 
AND  FOR  THE  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
MANUFACTURES,  AND  FOR  PROMOTING  INDUSTRY,  FRUGAL- 
ITY AND  ECONOMY. 

Whereas  it  is  highly  necessary  for  the  welfare  and  hap-  Pre«mbie. 
piness  of  all  States  y  and  more  especially  such  a>s  are 
republican  y  to  encourage  agriculture,  the  improvements  of 
raw  materials  and  manufactures,  a  spirit  of  industry, 
frugality  and  economy,  and  at  the  same  time  to  discourage 
luxury  and  extravagance  of  every  kind: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
August  next,  there  shall  be  paid  in  addition  to  the  impost 
already  laid,  the  following  impost  on  the  articles  herein- 
after enumerated,  which  shall  be  brought  into  this  Com- 
monwealth by  land  or  water,  viz.  — An  impost  oi  five  per  Article,  dutied. 
centum  ad  valorem^  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation, 
on  all  wrought  pewter  not  made  or  manufactured  in  any 
of  the  United  States ;  and  an  impost  of  seven  and  a  half 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  at  the  time  and  place  of  importa- 
tion, on  all  beef,  pork,  butter  and  cheese,  not  raised  and 
made  in  any  of  the  United  States ;  and  an  impost  of  ten 
per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  sole  leather,  tanned  calf- 
skins, bound  psalters,  psalm  books,  spelling  books  and 
primers,  and  on  all  account  and  other  blank  books,  and 
on  nails  of  all  sorts,  not  made  in  any  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  an  impost  of  twelve  and  half  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  on  all  boots,  boot 
legs,  shoes,  shoe  vamps,  goloshoes  and  slippers,  and  on 
all  kinds  of  plated  ware,  hard  soap  and  candles,  and  glue, 
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and  on  all  coaches,  chariots,  phaetons,  chaises,  riding 
chairs,  sulkeys,  and  on  all  parts  of  riding  carriages, 
horse  harness,  saddles,  saddle  cloths,  bridles,  whips  and 
canes ;  and  on  all  girth  web,  livery  lace,  coach  and  chaise 
lace,  carpets  of  all  kinds,  copper  plate  furniture,  umbrel- 
las, muffs,  tippets,  and  all  kinds  of  combs  not  made  or 
manufactured  in  any  of  the  United  States  ;  and  an  impost 
of  twenty^ttoo  and  half  per  centum  ad  valorem  y  at  the  time 
and  place  of  importation,  on  all  beer,  ale  and  porter, 
every  kind  of  ready  made  cloaths  or  apparel,  except  such 
as  are  made  of  leather;  and  on  all  kinds  of  cabinet 
maker's  work,  and  ready  made  wooden  household  furni- 
ture not  made  in  any  of  the  United  States,  unless  the 
property  of  some  person  removing  into  this  or  some  other 
of  the  United  States  to  settle  therein  ;  and  an  impost  of 
tioo  and  half  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  woollen  and 
linnen  cloths  and  woollen  stockings ;  and  an  impost  as 
follows,  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  on  the 
several  articles  hereafter  enumerated,  not  made  or  man- 
ufactured in  any  of  the  United  States,  viz,  —  For  all 
anchors,  two  pence  per  pound ;  for  every  ax,  hatchet, 
scythe,  carpenter's  or  cooper's  adze,  two  shillings;  for 
every  drawing  knife,  one  shilling;  for  every  bit  for 
boring  of  pumps,  six  pence  per  pound ;  for  all  carriage 
hoops  and  tire,  two  pence  per  pound ;  for  every  mill  saw, 
twelve  shillings;  for  every  scale  beam,  four  pence  per 
pound;  for  every  pair  of  steel  yards,  for  each  pound 
they  are  capable  of  weighing,  one  penny  per  pound  ;  for 
every  spade  or  shovel,  one  shilling;  for  every  hoe,  one 
shilling;  for  every  pair  wrought  iron  hand  irons, /owr 
pence  per  pound ;  for  all  kinds  of  cast  iron  ware,  one 
penny  per  pound ;  for  every  pair  of  iron  shovel  and 
tongs,  one  shilling;  for  all  sorts  of  iron  crows,  spikes, 
tackle  and  other  hooks,  thimbles,  scrapers  and  marling 
spikes,  two  pence  per  pound ;  for  all  kinds  of  pump  and 
whaling  gear,  six  pence  per  pound ;  for  all  wrought  cop- 
per, (sheet  copper  excepted)  including  worms  for  stills, 
nine  pence  per  pound ;  for  every  hat  other  than  beaver, 
beaveret  and  castor  hats,  six  pence;  for  every  pound  of 
loaf  sugar,  four  pence;  for  every  hundred  pound  weight 
of  British  cordage,  cables  and  yarns,  seven  shillings;  for 
every  hundred  pound  weight  of  every  other  foreign  cor- 
dage, cables  and  yarns,  three  shillings;  for  every  ounce 
of  wrought  gold,  ten  shillings;  for  every  ounce  of  wrought 
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silver,  two  shillings;  for  every  pair  of  wool  or  cotton 
cards,  one  shilling;  for  every  pair  of  buckskin  breeches, 
nine  shillings;  for  every  pair  of  other  leather  breeches, 
four  shillings;  for  every  pair  of  leather  gloves  and  mitts, 
one  shilling:  for  every  pound  of  wash  leather,  three  shil- 
lings; for  every  pound  of  painter's  colours,  ground  in 
oil,  two  pence;  for  every  pack  of  playing  cards,  two  shil- 
lings; for  every  pound  of  manufactured  tobacco,  four 
pence;  for  every  yard  of  paper  hangings,  one  penny;  for 
every  clock,  twenty-four  shillings;  for  every  house  jack, 
twelve  shillings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  oi  August  next,  there  ^^^^ 
shall  be  paid  on  the  following  articles,  the  duty  or  excise 
to  them  respectively  hereafter  aflSxed,  viz.  —  For  every 
gallon  of  New  England  rum,  one  penny;  for  every 
gallon  of  foreign  rum,  six  pence;  for  every  gallon  of 
every  other  foreign  distilled  spirits,  six  pence;  for  every 
gallon  of  Madeira  wine,  eight  pence;  for  every  gallon  of 
every  other  kind  of  wine,  six  pence;  and  the  duty  and 
excise  of  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem^  at  the  time  and  place 
of  importation,  on  all  gold  and  silver  watches,  all  kinds 
of  jewellery  and  paste  work ;  gauzes,  lawns,  cambrick, 
muslins,  silks  of  all  kinds,  flowers  and  feathers,  usually 
worn  for  ornament,  silk  hose,  mitts  and  gloves,  silk  and 
gauze  handkerchiefs,  silk  velvet,  shawls,  ribbons,  sarsnet ; 
all  kinds  of  wigs,  cushions,  and  other  hair  manufactures ; 
tin  ware,  seamen's  compasses,  starch,  hair  powder,  chil- 
dren's toys,  marble  and  China  tile  ;  raisins,  citron,  almonds, 
nuts  and  cordials,  mustard  and  linseed  oil. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  o{  August  next,  no  duty  d^e°„^."nj[jjjll^® 
shall  be  demanded  on  any  molasses  imported  into  this  raoiMM*ini. 
Commonwealth  in  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  any  f<in  vesSeis?**^^' 
of  the  United  States,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing ;  and  that  for  all  molasses,  other  than  that  which 
is  above  described,  there  shall  be  paid  an  impost  otfve 
per  centum,  instead  of  the  duty  heretofore  required ;  and 
the  Collectors  of  Impost  and  Excise,  and  all  others  con- 
ceited, are  directed  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  August  next,  all  loaf  JS^,^«J"pj;„^* 
sugar  shall  be  exempted  from  the  duties  required  to  be  f^^^^^lf^' 
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paid  on  the  same  by  the  acts  aforesaid,  to  which  this  is  in 
addition. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  (he  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  there 
shall  be  paid  an  excise  of  one  penny  per  pound  on  all  loaf 
sugar :  And  every  person  that  shall  import  into  this  Com- 
monwealth, by  land  or  water,  any  loaf  sugar,  or  anj'  other 
articles  whereon  a  duty  of  excise  is  required  by  this  act, 
or  to  whom  any  such  loaf  sugar,  or  any  excised  articles 
aforesaid,  may  be  consigned,  shall  be,  and  is,  hereby  pro- 
hibited from  selling  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  without 
having  a  permit  so  to  do  from  the  Collector  of  Excise,  or 
his  deputy.  And  every  person  owning  or  possessing  any 
loaf  sugar,  or  manufacturing  the  same,  or  possessing  any 
other  articles  whereon  a  duty  of  excise  is  required  by  this 
act,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  prohibited  from  selling  such 
sugar  or  any  other  of  the  excised  articles  aforesaid,  or 
any  part  thereof,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  without  having  a  permit  so  to  do  from  the  Collector 
of  Excise  or  his  deputy,  on  forfeiture  of  a  sum  not  less 
than  forty  shillings^  nor  more  than  Twenty  pounds^  and 
the  value  of  the  sugar,  or  other  of  the  excised  articles 
aforesaid  so  sold.  And  the  collectors  and  their  deputies 
are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  grant  permits  on 
the  same  conditions  and  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed 
by  law  for  selling  other  excised  articles. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise  aforesaid,  shall 
be  collected  by  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  are  prescribed  in  the  said  acts  to  which  this  is  in 
addition  ;  and  a  remission  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  in  case 
of  exportation  by  water,  shall  be  allowed  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  for  in  said  acts.  And  there  shall 
be  allowed  one  penny  i^%t  pound  on  all  chocolate  which 
shall  be  manufiictured  within  this  Commonwealth,  and 
from  thence  exported  by  water,  —  the  exporters  thereof 
giving  bonds  and  observing  all  other  rules  prescribed  to 
be  observed  in  the  case  of  exportation  of  excised  articles 
by  water,  in  order  to  obtain  a  remission  of  the  duties  of 
excise. 

And  to  prevent  smuggling : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
the  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  this  Commonwealth, 
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be,  and  they  are,  hereby  required  and  directed,  from  time  mationofaii 
to  time,  as  they  shall  find  it  necessary,  to  appoint  one  or  act. 
more  suitable  person  or  persons,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
give  information  to  the  Collector  of  Impost  and  Excise,  or 
to  his  deputy,  of  all  breaches  of  this  act  that  shall  come 
within  his  or  their  knowledge. 

And  to  render  the  revenue  arising  from  impost  and 
excises  permanent  and  eflBcient,  it  is  necessary  to  prevent 
every  species  of  smuggling  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted^  That  not  only  all  dutied  articles  J|2^«*\^J®  {f*'^ 
brought  into  this  State  by  land  contrary  to  law,  shall  be  uSd.^ 
forfeited,  but  also  the  cart,  waggon,  sled,  or  any  other 
conveyance  whatever  on  which  said  articles  shall  be 
found,  and  also  the  horses,  oxen  or  other  creatures  draw- 
ing the  same,  with  all  their  tackling  and  appurtenances, 
shall  be  forfeited :  And  any  person  that  is  now  author- 
ized by  law  to  make  any  kind  of  seizure,  is  hereby 
directed  and  empowered  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for 
trial. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That   not   only   all  goods,  vobmIb  bring- 
wares  and  merchandize  brought  into  this  Commonwealth  Lnte^^in'tho 
on  board  of  any  Vessel  or  float,  which  shall  not  be  entered  JSrfJued/^^'' 
in  the  manifest,  shall  be  forfeited,  but  also  the  vessel  or 
float,  with  their  appurtenances,  provided  the  owner  or 
master  of  said  vessel  or  float  are  the  persons  to  whom  the 
goods  belong  that  may  be  imported  and  not  entered  as 
aforesaid.     And  the  Naval  OflScers,  Collectors,  and  their  How  disposed 
Deputies,  are  authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  secure 
such  vessel  or  float,  with   all   its   apparel   and  appurte- 
nances, for  trial ;  and  on  the  condemnation  thereof,  the 
net   proceeds   shall   be   disposed   of  as   the  law   directs 
respecting  goods   so   seized.      And   if  any   Collector  of  ^c"og°heir'*^' 
Impost  and  Excise,  or  his  deputy,  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  duty;  penalty. 
refuse  attending  to  his  duty,  as  prescribed  in  this   act, 
and  be  thereof  convicted,  he  shall  ever  after  be  rendered 
incapable  of  holding  any  place  of  trust,  honor  or  profit, 
within  this  Commonwealth. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  monies  arising  from  this  act,  excepting  such  as  Monies  uiiaing 
are  otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  applied  for  the  pay-  h'owapp?ied!' 
ment  of  interest,  as  specified  in  the  act  herein  first  named, 
and  for  no  other  purpose.  And  this  act  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  during  the  continuance  of  the  aforesaid 
ftcts,  and  no  longer.  Jvly  2, 1785. 


468 


1785.  — Chapteb  18. 


Chap. 


Preamble. 


Former  m( 
repealed. 


Preamble. 


Instruments, 
&G.  dutied. 


1785.  — Chapter  18. 

[May  Beaaion,  ch.  17.] 
Ig  AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  A  LAW  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH, 
ENTITLED,  "  AN  ACT  IMPOSING  DUTIES  ON  LICENCED  VEL- 
LUM, PARCHMENT  AND  PAPER,"  AND  FOR  IMPOSING  OTHER 
DUTIES  ON. CERTAIN  PAPERS,  COMMISSIONS,  INSTRUMENTS 
AND  PROCESSES. 

Whereas  the  said  acty  entitled  *'  An  act  imposing  duties 
on  licenced  vellumy  parchment  and  papei'^^*  will  be  incon- 
venient  in  its  operation : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JRepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  act  aforesaid,  and  every  article, 
matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed  and  rendered  null  and  void. 

And  whereas  by  means  of  the  late  war  a  considerable 
public  debt  hath  arisen,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  for  the  interest  of  their  constituents,  that  ways 
and  means  the  least  burdensome,  be  provided  for  the  punc- 
tual discharge  of  the  interest,  and  the  gradual  lessening 
the  principal  thereof;  and  whereas  considerable  suras  of 
money  may  be  collected  from  certain  papers,  commissions, 
instruments  and  processes : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  there  shall 
be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  throughout  this  Common- 
wealth, for  the.  several  and  respective  writings,  instru- 
ments and  things  hereafter  mentioned,  the  sevemi  and 
respective  rates,  duties,  charges  and  suras  of  money  here- 
inafter expressed,  that  is  to  say, 

For  every  deed  that  shall  be  recorded  by  any  Register 
of  Deeds,  in  any  of  the  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
one  shilling,  to  be  paid  to  such  Register  by  the  person 
procuring  such  deed  to  be  recorded. 

For  every  original  writ  issued  from  the  oflGice  of  a 
Clerk  of  Common  Pleas,  eig Jit  pence. 

For  every  original  writ  issued  by  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  /our  pence. 

For  every  writ  of  execution  issued  by  a  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  eigJit  pence. 

For  every  writ  of  execution  issued  by  the  Clerk  of  any 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  eight  pence. 

For  every  writ  of  execution  issued  by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  four  pence. 
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For  every  confession  of  a  judgment  before  any  Justice 
of  the  Peace, /oMr^CTMJe. 

For  every  register  of  a  vessel,  one  shilling. 

For  every  charter  party,  three  shillings. 

For  every  policy  of  insurance,  two  shillings. 

For  each  advertisement  respectiug  private  concerns,  of 
the  length  of  twelve  lines,  computing  eight  words  to  a 
line,  or  any  less  advertisements,  each  time  the  same  shall 
be  inserted  in  a  news  paper,  six  pen^;  on  each  such 
advertisement  of  greater  length,  and  less  than  twenty 
such  lines,  one  shUlingy  for  each  time  inserted  as  afore- 
said ;  and  in  that  proportion  for  all  advertisements  of 
greater  length. 

For  every  bill  of  lading,  one  penny. 

For  every  commission  for  the  office  of  Sheriff  in  either 
of  the  counties  of  Suffolk^  Essex^  Middlesf-x^  Hampshire^ 
Worcester  and  Berkshire^  Twelve  pounds ;  and  in  any  other 
county  in  the  Commonwealth,  Six  pounds. 

For  the  appointment  of  any  person  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Clerk  of  a  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  either  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk^  JSssex,  Middle- 
sex^ Hampshire^  Worcester  or  Berkshire j  Twelve  pounds  ; 
and  for  the  appointment  of  any  person  to  be  Clerk  of  a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  any  other  county  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, Six  pounds. 

For  each  Register  of  Deeds,  on  every  choice,  twenty 
shillings. 

For  every  commission  for  the  office  of  a  Justice  of  a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  twenty  shillings. 

For  every  commission  for  the  office  of  a  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, twenty  shillings. 

For  every  commission  for  the  office  of  Register  of  Pro- 
bate, twenty  shillings. 

And  no  person  shall  be  qualified  to  exercise  either  of 
the  offices  aforesaid,  or  perform  any  of  the  duties  thereof, 
until  he  hath  actually  paid  to  a  Collector  of  Impost  and 
Excise,  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  and  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate thereof. 

For  eveiy  admission  of  any  person  to  practice  as  an 
Attorney  in  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Six  pounds. 

For  the  admission  of  any  person  to  practice  as  an 
Attorney  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Nine  pounds. 

And  no  person  not  already  admitted  to  practice  as 
aforesaid y  shall  do  the  business  of  an  Attorney  in  either 
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Proviso. 


Duty  upon  wrlU 
to  take  place 
upon  Dotice  of 
tho  pausing  of 
this  act. 


How  often  per- 
Bon8  shall  ac- 
count with  the 
Collector,  and 

f)ay  the  duties 
m posed. 


of  the  Courts  aforesaid,  until  he  hath  paid  to  the  Clerk 
of  such  Court  the  duty  imposed  as  aforesaid. 

For  the  admission  of  any  person  to  the  degree  of  a 
Barrister  at  Law,  Twelve  pounds;  and  no  person  not 
already  admitted  thereto,  shall  hereafter  enjoy  the  rank 
and  degree  of  a  Barrister  at  Law,  until  he  hath  paid  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  the  duty 
aforesaid. 

Provided  always^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  the  preventing  any  person  from  exer- 
cising the  right  he  hath  of  supporting  his  cause,  or 
defending  himself,  by  himself  or  his  Counsel  at  his 
election. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  for  all  writs  issued  before  the  said  first  day  ol  August^ 
by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  the  Clerk  of  any  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  after  such  Justice  or  Clerk  shall  have  had 
notice  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  same  duty  shall  be 
paid  as  if  such  writ  had  been  issued  after  the  said  first  day 
of  August;  and'  no  deed  which  shall  be  made  after  the 
said  first  day  of  August^  shall  be  recorded  after  the  expi- 
ration of  six  months  from  the  time  of  making  the  same, 
unless  the  person  requesting  that  the  same  may  be 
recorded,  shall  pay  to  the  Register  a  duty  oi  six  shillings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Register  of  Deeds 
in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  at  the 
end  of  every  three  months,  from  the  said  first  day  of 
August^  render  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  county 
whereof  he  is  Register,  or  to  his  Deputy,  an  account 
upon  oath  of  the  number  of  all  deeds  by  him  recorded  or 
received  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  pay  to  such  Collector 
or  Deputy  the  duty  arising  thereon  by  this  act ;  and 
every  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  the  several  counties,  and  the  Clerks  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  in  like  manner,  at  the 
end  of  every  three  months,  render  an  account  upon  oath 
to  the  Collector  of  Excise  of  the  county  wherein  they 
respectively  live,  of  all  writs  by  them  respectively  issued, 
upon  which  a  duty  is  imposed  by  this  act;  and  the 
several  Clerks  aforesaid,  shall  also  render  an  account  to 
such  Collector,  of  the  Attorneys  admitted  at  their  respec- 
tive. Courts  ;  and  the  said  Clerks  and  Justices  shall  pay  to 
such  Collector  the  whole  sum  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
this  act  on  such  writs  and  admissions ;  and  every  Printer 
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of  news  papers  within  this  Commonwealth  shall,  at  the 
end  of  every  six  months  from  the  said  first  day  of  August 
next,  render  upon  oath  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  for  the 
county  to  which  he  belongs,  an  account  of  the  duties  by 
him,  or  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  owing  for  the 
advertisements  printed  by  him  or  them,  and  shall  pay  the 
duties  imposed  thereon  by  this  act.  And  if  any  Register  PerBons  refus- 
of  Deeds,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Clerk  of  any  Court  of  °* '^^  ■^*^**""*- 
Common  Pleas,  or  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  any 
Printer  of  a  news  paper,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  render 
an  account  as  aforementioned,  and  pay  the  duties  to  the 
Collector  as  aforesaid,  such  Register,  Justice,  Clerk,  or 
Printer,  thus  refusing  or  neglecting,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Penalty, 
to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
pounds^  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  Collector  of 
the  county  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  in  any 
Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  for  the  purpose  of  eifectually  levying  and  collecting  charter  Parties, 
the  duties  imposed  by  this  act  on  charter  parties,  policies  ance.andbuis 
of  insurance,  and  bills  of  lading,  the  same  shall  be  signed  Seltgn^'by*" 
on  the  left  hand  by  some  one  of  the  Naval  Officers  of  the  Je"  wC.haH® 
county  where  the  same  shall  be  made,  who  shall  receive  SJJJlJ,'^®  ^**® 
the  duties   imposed   as   aforesaid,    and   shall   render   an 
account  upon  oath  so  often  as  he  is  obliged  by  law   to 
account  for  light  money  received  by  him,  unto  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  duties  imposed  by 
this  act  on  registers  of  vessels,  charter  parties,  policies  of 
insuiance  and  bills  of  lading. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  JJ^eS  "•haii  be 
every  charter  party,  policy  of  insurance  and  bill  of  lad-  utterly  void. 
ing,  engrossed  or  written  after  the  first  day  of  September 
next,  in  the  counties  of  Suffolk^  Essex  and  Middlesex^ 
and  in  every  other  part  of  the  Commonwealth  after  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  the  same  not  being  signed  as 
by  this  act  is  required,  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  no 
effect  whatever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  Penalty  for 

counterfeitinff 

counterfeit  or  forge  any  mark  or  signature  which  shall  be  forging.orfraud. 
provided  or  used  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  shall  coun-  aiy°markor**ijr- 
terfeit  or  resemble  the  impression  of  the  same,  upon  vel-  SJ'ilfiSi^D^^pill^ 
lum,  parchment  or  paper,  with  an  intention  to  deprive  the  J[J»°<^  °^  ^'»*" 
Commonwealth  of  any  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  or  shall 
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utter,  sell  or  dispose  of  any  vellum,  parchment  or  paper, 
having  thereon  any  such  counterfeited  or  forged  marks  or 
signatures,  knowing  the  said  marks  or  signatures  to  be 
forged  or  counterfeited  ;  or  if  any  person  shall  privately 
or  fraudulently  use  any  mark  or  signature  provided  or 
used  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  with  an  intent  thereby  to 
defraud  the  Commonwealth,  every  person  so  offending, 
and  being  thereof  convicted  before  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  Five  kun- 
di^ed  pounds  J  be  subjected  to  be  confined  to  hard  labour 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  be  whipped  not 
exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  or  suffer  either  or  all  of  the 
said  punishments,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offence. 
SSMt^aniTL.  ^^^  ^  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  and  respec- 
re'*Ili*lInVM*  *^^^  Collectors  of  Impost  and  Excise  in  this  Common- 
erato  aooranfof  Wealth,  shall  keep  a  regular  and  separate  account  of  all 
ligby^hilclr  monies  arising  by  this  act,  and  shall  render  the  same,  and 
pay  the  monies  which  they  may  receive  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  at  the  times 
by  law  required  for  payment  of  the  monies  arising  by 
impost  and  excise ;  and  the  said  Collectors  shall  receive 
the  same  commissions  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
hereby  imposed,  as  are  provided  for  the  collection  of  the 
duties  arising  from  impost  and  excise,         July  2, 1785. 

1786.  — Chapter  19. 

[MaySeulon.eh.lS.] 

ChaV     19  ^^  ^^  ^^^  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT 
^*  ARE  EXPIRED  AND  NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Preamble.  Whercas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which 

are  now  expired  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful 
and  beneficial,  rt>.;  One  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  entitled, 
"  An  act  for  the  further  preventing  all  riotous,  tumultous 
and  disorderly  assemblies  or  companies  of  persons,  and 
for  preventing  bonfires  in  any  of  the  streets  or  lanes 
within  any  of  the  towns  of  this  Province."  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one,  entitled,  *'  An  act  establishing  a 
watch  for  the  safety  and  better  securing  the  good  order  of 
the  town  of  Boston.'^  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 
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entitled,  **  An  act  for  the  effectual  preventing  of  horses, 
neat  cattle,  sheep  and  swine,  from  running  at  large  or 
feeding  upon  a  certain  island,  called  Plumb  Island^  lying  in 
Ipswich  Bay  J  in  the  county  o(  JSssex.''    Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  • 
forty,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  to 
the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod,  by  cattle  and  horse  kind  feed- 
ing on  Province  Town  land."    Also,  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  entitled,  ^'An  act  to  prevent  damage  being  done 
unto  Billingsgate  Bay,  in  the  town  of  JSastham,  by  cattle 
and  horse  kind,  and   sheep,   feeding  on   the  beach  and 
islands  adjoining  thereto.''    Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four, 
entitled,  *'  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  preventing 
damage  to  the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod,  by  cattle  and  horse 
kind  feeding  on   Province  Town  lands."     Also,  an   act 
made   in   the    year  of   our  Lord,   one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-six,   entitled,  *'  An   act   to    prevent 
damage  being  done  unto  Nosset  Meadow,  by  cattle  and 
horse  kind   feeding    on    the    beach    adjoining    thereto." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  pre- 
vent damage  being  done  on  the  beach  in  Biddeford,  and 
meadows  adjoining  to  said  beach,  commonly  known  by 
the    name   of  Winter  Harbour  Beach.^*     Also,   an   act 
made  in  the  same  year,  entitled,  ^*  An  act  to  prevent  the 
disturbance  given   the  General  Court  by  the  passing  of 
coaches,  chaises,  carts,  trucks  and  other  carriages,  by  the 
Province  Court  House."    Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
entitled,  ''  An  act  to  prevent  neat  cattle  and  horses  run- 
ning at  large,  and  feeding  on  the  beaches  and  meadows 
below  the  banks,  in  the  town  of  Truro,  from  the  house  of 
Joshua  Atkins  to  Bound  Brook,  and  also  in  the  common 
meadow  at  and  about  Pamii  Harbour  and  river,  as  far  up 
as  the  wading  place  by  John  LumbarVsJ*^    Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and   fifty-eight,  entitled,  ''  An   act   for  altering  a 
clause  in  an  act  made  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's 'reign,  entitled,  ^^  An   act  to  prevent  damage 
being  done  on  the  Billingsgate  Bay,  in  the  town  of  East- 
ham,  by  cattle  and  horse  kind,  and  sheep,  feeding  on  the 
beach  and  islands  adjoining  thereto."     Also,  an  act  made 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-seven,  entitled,  *«  An  act  to  prevent  damage  being 
done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  the  township 
of  Barnstable,  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbour  contiguous 
to  the  common  field  in  said  town."  Also  an  act  made  in 
the  same  year,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  neat  cattle, 
horses  and  sheep,  running  at  large  and  feeding  on  the 
beaches  between  Wells  and  Ogunquit  harbours,  in  the 
town  of  Wells,  and  to  prevent  the  mowing  of  the  same." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-one,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent 
damage  being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in 
and  adjoining  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Harwich, 
between  Skeket  harbour  on  the  east,  and  Quivet  harbour 
on  the  west."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  same  year,  enti- 
tled, '<  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  made  and  passed  this 
present  year,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  damage  being 
done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and  adjoining 
to  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Harwich,  between 
Skeket  harbour  on  the  east,  and  Quivet  harbour  on  the 
west."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three,  entitled,  **  An 
act  for  preventing  mischief  by  unruly  dogs  on  the  island 
of  jVaiUucket"  Also  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  enti- 
tled, *'  An  act  to  prevent  mischief  being  done  by  unruly 
dogs."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,  entitled,  *'  An  act 
to  prevent  damage  being  done  in  the  woods  in  Plymouth, 
Sandwich,  Barnstable,  Falmouth  and  Wareham,  by  hunt- 
ing with  hounds  and  dogs."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-two,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  regulating  town 
meetings  in  the  town  of  Danvers"  Also,  an  act  made  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty,  entitled,  ''  An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  for 
regulating  of  fences,  &c."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five, 
entitled,  *'  An  act  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of 
moose  and  deer  on  Tarpolin  Cove  Island  and  Nenemesset 
Island^  \y'\rig  and  being  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County. ^^ 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-seven,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  wild  fowl."     Also,  an  act  made  in 
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the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-eight,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire 
in  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown."    Also  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent  any  persons 
obstructing  the  iish  in  their  passing  up  into  Monatiquot 
River ^  within  the  town  of  Braintree,'^     Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty,  entitled,  «*  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  regulat- 
ing fences,  cattle,  &c."    Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
entitled,  **  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this 
government,    made    for    the  regulating  general   fields." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  entitled,  **  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  for" regulating  of  fences, 
cattle,  &c."      Also,   an   act  made   in   the   year   of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  entitled, 
«'  An   act  relating  to  ferries."    Also,   an   act  made   in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  entitled,  ''  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  made  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
tonJ*^     Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand   seven   hundred  and  sixty-four,  entitled,  **  An 
act  to  enable  the  Collectors  of  Taxes  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton to  sue  for  and  recover  the  rates  and  taxes  given  them 
to  collect,  in  certain  cases."     Also,  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
four,  entitled,  *'  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled, 
**  An  act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  ale- 
wives  in  the  town  of  Middleborough"   Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-five,  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  preventing  the  unneces- 
sary destruction  of  alewives  within  this  province."    Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  entitled,  "An  act  for  regulat- 
ing the  alewive  fishery  in  the  town  of  Pembroke.**    Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-one,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  prevent 
the  taking  of  the  fish  called  bass,  in  the  River  Parker^  in 
the  town  of  Newbury^  in  a  certain  season  of  the  year." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to 
empower  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Rochester^  in  the 
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county  of  Plymouth^  to  regulate  the  taking  of  fish  within 
the  harbours  and  coves  of  said  township/'  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  regulating  the 
hospital  on  liahisford  lalandy  and  further  providing  in 
case  of  sickness."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
entitled,  **  An  act  for  preventing  damage  by  horses  going 
at  large/'  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  entitled,  ^^  An  act 
to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  a  beach  at  Monument 
Ponds^  in  the  township  of  Plymouth^  lying  between  the 
lands  of  the  late  Thomas  Clark  and  Joseph  Bartleltj 
deceased ;  and  on  a  certain  tract  of  marshy  ground  lying 
under  water  there."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  en- 
titled, '^  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  better  regulating  the  Indians."  Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  incorpo- 
rating the  Indians  and  Mulattoes,  inhabitants  of  Mashpee^ 
with  their  lands  there,  into  a  district,  with  certain  privi- 
leges, and  for  their  better  regulation."  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  punishing  such 
offenders  as  shall  be  any  ways  concerned  in  contriving, 
writing,  or  sending  any  incendiary  or  menacing  letters,  • 
in  order  to  extort  sums  of  money  or  other  things  of  value, 
from  any  of  his  Majesty's  good  subjects."  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one,  entitled,  **  An  act  further  empower- 
ing the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  this 
Province,  to  grant  licenses  in  certain  cases,  and  thereby 
to  prevent  unnecessary  petitions  to  the  General  Court." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  the  meadow  called  Sandy  Neck  Meadoto 
in  Uai'HsiabJe,  and  for  the  better  presei-vation  pf  the  har- 
bour there."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  entitled,  **  An  act 
providing  for  the  support  of  ministers  in  new  planta- 
tions." Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  entitled,  **  An  act 
to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach,  hummocks 
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and  meadows,  belonging  to  the  town  of  Scituate^  lying 
between  the  southerly  end  of  the  third  cliff  (so  called) 
and  the  mouth  of  the  North  River. *^  Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  entitled,  *•  An  act  declaring  and  regulating 
the  standard  of  wheat  imported  into  this  Province,  and 
for  preventing  abuses  by  millers,"  Also,  an  act  made  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  empower  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Newburyport^  belonging  to  the  several 
religious  societies  within  the  same,  to  raise  money  for 
defraying  ministerial  and  necessary  charges,"  Also,  an 
act  made  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  entitled,  **An  act  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  oysters  in  Charles  and  Mistick  liivei's.*^ 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-one,  entitled,  "An  act  for  the 
better  regulating  porters  employed  within  the  town  of 
Boston  "  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight,  entitled,  **  An 
act  to  prevent  damage  being  done  on  the  beach  and  mead- 
ows in  Plymouth^  adjoining  to  said  beach,  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Plymouth  Beach.'^  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  beach  and  harbour  in  the  town  of  Plimout/i." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  entitled,  *'  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled,  '*  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  providing  of  pounds,  &c."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
four,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  empower  the  proprietors  of  the 
meeting  house  in  the  town  of  Newburyport^  where  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Jonathan  Parsons  oflSciates,  to  raise  money 
to  defray  ministerial  and  other  necessary  charges,"  Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-seven,  entitled,  "  An  act  in  addition  to 
the  several  laws  already  made  relating  to  the  removal  of 
poor  persons  out  of  the  towns  whereof  they  are  not 
inhabitants."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  entitled, 
*'  An  act  for  regulating  lamps  already  set  up,  or  that  may 
hereafter  1^  set  up,  for  enlightening  the  streets,  lanes, 
alleys  or  passage  ways,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and  to  pre- 
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vent  the  breaking  or  otherwise  damnifying  the  same ;  and 
also  establishing  the  method  for  paying  the  expences  that 
may  arise  in  supporting  and  maintaining  said  lamps." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand , 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  entitled,  "  An  act  provid- 
ing that  the  solemn  aflSrmation  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers, shall,  in  cei*tain  cases,  be  accepted  instead  of  an 
oath,  in  the  usual  form."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty, 
entitled,  *'  An  act  to  encourage  the  increase  of  sheep  and 
goats."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three,  entitled,  '*  An 
act  to  exempt  the  people  called  Quakers  from  the  penalty 
of  the  law  for  non-attendance  on  military  mustere." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-two,  entitled,  *'An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  spreading  of  the  small  pox,  and  other  infectious 
sickness,  and  to  prevent  the  concealing  of  the  same." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  entitled,  **  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  for  appointing  Commissioners  of  Sewers." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-six,  entitled,  *' An  act  for  the 
better  regulating  swine."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 
entitled,  ^<  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled,  <<  An 
act  to  encourage  the  increase  of  sheep  and  goats."  Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  same  year,  entitled,  *«  An  act  to  pre- 
vent stage  plays  and  other  theatrical  entertainments." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  em- 
power the  proprietors  of  the  meeting  house  in  the 
first  parish  in  Salem^  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Spar- 
hawk  now  oflSciates ;  and  also  the  proprietors  of  the 
meeting  house  in  the  third  parish  in  Newbury^  where  the 
Rev.  Mr.  John  Lowell  oflSciates,  to  raise  money  for  defray- 
ing the  ministerial  and  other  necessary  charges."  Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  the  prevent- 
ing the  stealing  and  clandestinely  conveying  sheep  away 
from  the  island  of  Martha^s  Vineyard^  in  Dukes  County  J** 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-two,  entitled,  *'  An  act  in  further 
addition  to,  and  explanation  of  an  act,  entitled,  <^  An  act 
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for  regulating,  townships,  choice  of  town  officers,  &c." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  entitled,  '*  An  act  in 
further  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  settlement  and 
support  of  schools  and  schoolmasters."  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our 'Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  prevent  firing 
the  woods."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  securing  the  growth  and  increase  of  a  certain 
parcel  of  wood  and  timber  in  the  townships  of  Ipswich 
and  Wenham^  in  the  county  of  EssexJ*^  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent  dam- 
age being  done  on  the  meadows  and  beaches  lying  in  and 
adjoining  on  the  south  side  of  the  towns  of  Tisbury  and 
Chilmarkj  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County^  between  the 
lands  of  Matthew  Mayhew^  Esq ;  on  the  west,  and  the 
creek  of  water  that  divides  the  land  of  Thomas  Waldron 
from  the  beach,  on  the  east."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent  damage  being  done 
on  Bound  Brook  Island  and  Griffith's  islands,  within  the 
district  of  Wellfleet^  by  cattle,  horse  kind  and  sheep." 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  the  salt  meadows  lying  in  the 
towns  of  Tishury  and  GhilmarkJ*^  Also,  an  act  made  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-three,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  alewives  and  other  fish  in  Ipswich  River,  and  to 
'  encourage  the  increase  of  the  same."  Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-four,  entitled,  **  An  act  making  further  provision 
for  regulating  the  alewive  fishery  in  the  town  of  Bridge- 
watevy  and  for  repealing  an  act  made  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  reg- 
ulating the  alewive  fishery  in  the  town  of  Bridgewaler.^^ 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  same  year,  entitled,  '*  An  act  to 
prevent  neat  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats  and  swine  from 
going  at  large  upon  the  island  of  Ohabeqitidick,  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  for  preventing  other  trespasses 
being  done  on  any  of  the  Indian  lands  on  said  island  for 
the  future."     Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
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one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six,  entitled,  **  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  and  laws  of  this  province 
'  now  in   force,  respecting   poor  and  idle,  disorderly  and 

vagrant  persons."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled, 
**An  act  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destruction  of  ale- 
wives  in  the  town  of  MiddleboroughJ*^  Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  reviving  the  act, 
entitled,  **  An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at  public 
vendue,  and  to  limit  the  number  of  auctioneers."  Also, 
another  act,  entitled,  <'  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  made 
and  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court,  enti- 
tled, **An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at  public 
vendue,  and  to  limit  the  number  of  auctioneers."  Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  entitled,  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  levying  and  collecting  of  taxes  in  plantations  that  are 
not  incorporated."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  entitled, 
**  An  act  in  addition  unto  an  act,  entitled,  **  An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  levying  and  collecting  taxes  in  plantations 
that  are  not  incorporated."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
preservation  of  the  fish  called  alewives  in  the  streams 
running  into  Men^imack  River^  within  the  town  of  Ando- 
vcr."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  entitled,  ''  An 
act  against  diminishing  or  counterfeiting  money."  Also, 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  entitled,  **  An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  made  and  passed  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of 
her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne^  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  reg- 
ulating of  drains  or  common  shores."  Also,  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-one,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  prevent  unnecessary 
petitions  to  the  Great  and  Geneml  Court."  Also,  an  act 
made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  entitled,  *'An  act  for  the  ease  of 
prisoners  for  debt."  Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four, 
entitled,  '*  An  act  to  prevent  neat  cattle  and  horses  run- 
ning at  large,  and  feeding  on   the  beaches  adjoining   to 
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Eastern  Harbour  meadows,  in  the  town  of  TVuro.^^ 
Also,  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  entitled,  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent  fraud  in 
cord  wood  exposed  to  sale  : " 

Be  it  there/ore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  asseirMed^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  such  of  the  before  mentioned  Enacung cUumi 
acts  as  are  expired  be  revived,  and  such  of  the  said  acts 
as  are  not  yet  expired  be  continued,  with  all  and  every 
article,  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  con- 
tained, and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
bery  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven.  July  2, 1785. 

1786.  — Chapter  20. 

[October  SeMion,  oh.  2.] 

AN    ACT   INCORPORATING   CERTAIN   LANDS   IN  WEST  SPRING-  (TL^^     o/k 
FIELD,  INTO  A  COMMON   FIELD.  Kjnuy.    £\3 

Whereas  Jonathan  Smith,  Aaron  Day,  Caleb  Parsons,  Preamble  wid 
Benjamin  Day,  ^«g;  Joseph  Mirick,  Elijah  Day,  David  »^"°^"***- 
Mason,  Jonathan  White,  Ebenezer  Day  and  Justin  Ely, 
Esq;  all  of  West  Springfield,  proprietors  of  a  certain 
tract  of  land  there^  being  the  northwardly  part  of  the 
ancient  common  fields  have  petitioned  that  the  said  lands 
wjay  be  incorporated  into  a  common  fieldy  as  they  are 
included  in  the  following  lines :  —  Beginning  at  the  south- 
wardly comer  of  John  Ely's  inclosed  land^  the  north  side  of 
the  road  that  leads  fi'om  Captain  Gideon  Leonard's /erry 
across  Connecticut  River  to  the  bridge  over  Agawam  River, 
to  extend  noi'thwardly  on  John  E\y*s  fence,  there  to  the 
northwest  comer  of  his  said  inclosed  land,  thence  turning 
east  a  few  rods  on  the  said  fence^  till  it  comes  to  Colonel 
Benjamin  Day's ^encc  there;  thence  turning  northerly^  and 
continuing  on  said  fence  Hill  it  comes  to  Dr.  John  Van 
Home's  fence  or  ditch ;  thence  turning  and  running  west- 
ward on  the  said  fence  to  Cold  Spring,  so  called,  and 
keeping  the  same  course  nearly^  on  the  ditch,  the  south  end 
of  Ebenezer  Day's  and  Captain  Abel  Cooley's  land  to  the 
southwest  comer  of  said  land;  thence  turning  northwesterly 
on  the  range  of  said  Cooley's  ditch,  until  it  comes  to  the 
southwest  corner  of  Deacon  Jonathan  White's  home  lot; 
thence  turning  southwardly  the  east  side  of  the  road  that 
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goes  to  the  bridge  over  Agawam  River,  until  it  conies  near 
the  northwest  comer  of  Samuel  Leonard's  pasture  there; 
thence  turning  easterly^  and  running  on  the  north  side  of 
the  highway  that  leads  from  the  aforesaid  bridge y  to  Oapt. 
Gideon  Leonard's  yferry,  to  the  first  bounds: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
'5J?J£d"uh*  o^^^hority  of  the  same^  That  the  lands  aforesaid  be,  and 
powers.  they  hereby  are,  incorporated  into  one  common  and  general 

field ;  and  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  said  lands, 
are  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
that  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  general  fields,  by  law  are 
invested  withall. 

And  whereas  Timothy  Day,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
said  lands y  hath  not  joined  in  the  application  for  the  incor- 
poration thereof  but  has  declined  consenting  thereto : 
nd?"hSiL?*i  a      Therefore  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  Timothy  Day, 
proprietor.        shall  not  be  holden  as  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  said 
field,  to  contribute  to  the  making  the  general  fence  around 
the  said  field,  nor  be  subjected  to  the  votes  of  the  other 
proprietors  thereof,  in  regard  to  the  lands  he  now  owns 
there,  whenever,  and  so  long  as  he  shall  inclose  and  im- 
prove the  same  in  severalty,  or  shall  not  improve  the  same 
under  the  protection  and  security  of  the  common  fence, 
with  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  in  general,  any  thing  in 
the  foregoing  paragraph  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
nKrty*toSc*ote      And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  each,  and  every  of  the 
their unds, &c.  petitioning  proprietors  aforesaid,  shall  in  future  be  at  full 
liberty  to  inclose  and  improve  by  themselves,  any  of  their 
lands  lying  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  with  the  same  privileges  as  are  above  reserved  to 
the  said  Timothy  Day.  October  28^  1785, 

1786.  — Chapter  21. 

[October  Bession,  ch.  3.] 

Chap.    21  AN  ACT  MAKING  ADDITIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  PUNISHMENT 

OF  FRAUDS  AND  MISDEMEANOURS. 

Preamble.  Wliereo^  offenders,  convicted  of  certain  offences,  may  by 

law  be  committed  to  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  correction; 
and  the  several  goals  in  the  several  counties,  where  no  othei* 
place  or  places  are  specially  j^rovided,  are  declared  to  be  the 
houses  of  correction ;  ichich  are  by  experience  found  incon- 
venient for  the  purpose:  —  And  whereas  Castle  Island,  in 
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the  harbour  of  Boston,  is  by  law  appointed  a  place  for  the 
employment  of  persons  sentenced  to  hard  labour^  for  larcenies 
in  certain  ca^es  : 

Be   it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives   in  General  Court  asseinbled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  all  persons  who  arc  now  under  personB  under 
sentence  to  be  confined  to  hard  labour,  for  a  term  of  one  roSo^eS'ii***** 
year  or  more  in  the  house  of  correction,  shall  be  removed  CMtioiiUmd. 
to  Oastle  Island^  in  the  harbour  of  Boston^  there  to  be 
employed  in  hard  labour,  and  kept  as  the  law  directs, 
during  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  they  are  sen- 
tenced as  aforesaid ;  by  a  process  issuing  from  the  same 
Court  which  passed  such  sentence  : 

Providedy  Such  residue  shall  exceed  the  periods  here-  Provi»o. 
after  expressed,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  issuing 
the  process  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say^  in  the  counties  of 
Hampshire y  or  Berkshire^  the  term  of  twelve  months,  and 
in  any  other  county,  the  term  of  six  months. 

And  be  it  fiirther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  in  all  such  cases  where  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  jusiice*  of  th© 
Judicial  Court  are  authorized  by  the  laws  of  this  Govern-  diroUSrtfu-'*^" 
ment  now  in  force,  to  sentence   any  persons  convicted  i^SteiwlSdu- 
before  them  of  any  oifence,  to  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  ^^J'J^ 
correction  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Justices  of  the  same  Court,  at  their  discretion,  to  sentence 
all  such  convicts  to  hard  labour  generally,  for  and  during 
the  term  only  for  which  they  might  have  been  sentenced 
to  be  confined  to  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  correction, 
before  the  making  of  this  act,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
order  them  to  be  removed  to  Castle  Island,  in  the  harbour 
of  Boston^  or  such  other  place  as  shall  be  by  law  provided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  when  any  person  shall  be  hereafter  convicted  before  PorronBcon- 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  of  any  of  the  offences  men-  fo?SJiy'mayb« 
tioned  or  described  in  an  act  entitled,  **  An  act  to  prevent  EJkrd?a*boun 
forgery,  and  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  are  guilty 
of  the  same,"  passed  the  sixteenth  oi  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  the  Justices  of  the  same 
Court  may,  in  addition  to,  or  in  lieu  of  the  pains  and 
penalties    mentioned    in    the    same    act,    sentence    such 
offenders  to  hard  labour,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years,  upon  the  first  conviction,  fourteen  years  upon  the 
second  conviction,  and  during  life  upon  the  third  con- 
viction. 
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Whereas  idleness  is  often  the  parent  of  fraud  and  cheats 

ing^  and  confinement  to  hard  labour  may  be  a  means  of 

reclaiming  s^ich  offenders^  as  well  as  a  proper  punishment 

for  such  offences : 

victJS°5f7ra"ad«       Be  it  therefore  enacted  ft//  the  author  if y  aforesaid^  That 

S^MSfincS^u)  whenever  any  person  shall  be  hereafter  convicted  before 

hard  labour.      the  Justiccs  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  of  any  gross 

frauds  or  cheats,  other  than  those  hereinbefore  mentioned 

or  referred  to,  the  said  Justices  may  at  their  discretion, 

in  addition  to,  or  in  lieu  of  such  pains  and  penalties  as 

they  may  by  law  award  and  order  to  be  inflicted  upon 

such  offenders,  sentence   them  to   be  confined  to  hard 

labour  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

And  tohereas^  in  and  by  an  act  entitled^  ^'An  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank^  <&c^\  passed  March 
the  eighth^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two^ 
the  offences  therein  described,  are  made  Felony  of  Death 
without  benefit  of  Clergy: 
^HvSSTinln  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 

rNSiSnii'""*  ^^  *^y  person  shall  be  hereafter  convicted  of  any  of  the 
BanJ.  i»o^  pun-  offenccs  therein  mentioned,  the  Court  before  whom  such 
conviction  shall  be  had,  shall  not  proceed  to  pass  sentence 
of  death  upon  such  convict,  but  in  lieu  thereof,  sentence 
him  to  hard  labour  for  term  of  life,  or  years  ;  to  stand  in 
the  pillory,  at  one  or  more  times  or  places,  not  exceeding 
three;  to  have  one  ear  cut  off;  to  be  whipped  at  one  or 
more  times  or  places,  not  exceeding  four  times,  and  thirty- 
nine  stripes  at  a  time  ;  to  sit  upon  the  gallows  with  a  rope 
about  his  neck ;  to  be  branded  in  the  forehead  with  the 
letter  F ;  to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year ;  to  be 
fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court ;  to  be  bound  to  the 
good  behaviour;  or  to  any  one  or  more  of  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the  ofience. 

November  i,  1785, 


1786.  — Chapter  22. 

[October  Scasion,  ch.  4.] 
ChaV*   22  ^^  ^^'^'  GIVING  REMEDIES  IN   EQUITY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

in  General  Court  asseinbled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 

HowCouria      Same,  That   in   all    causes   l)rought   before  the  Supreme 

judgi^nt'in  ^    Judicial  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  before  any  Court 

?S^ver**forfeu-  of  Common  Plcas,  to  recover  the  forfeiture  annexed  to 
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any  articles  of  agreement,  covenant^  contract,  or  chailer 
party,  bond,  obligation  or  other  specialty,  or  for  forfeiture 
of  real  estate  upon  condition,  by  deed  of  mortgage  or 
bargain  and  sale  with  defeasance,  when  the  forfeiture, 
breach,  or  non-performance,  shall  be  found  by  jury,  by 
the  default  or  the  confession  of  the  defendant,  or  upon  < 

demurrer,  the  Court  before  which  the  action  is,  shall  make 
up  judgment  therein  for  the  plaintiff,  to  recover  so  much 
as  is  due  according  to  equity  and  good  conscience  ;  but  in  uow  judgment 
real  actions  on  mortgage,  or  bargain  and  sale  with  defca-  5p  in  rLuc* 
sance,   the  judgment   shall   be   conditional,  that   if  the  S?^"; 22. "'*''*• 
mortgagor  or  vender,  his  heirs,  executors  or  adminis- 
trators,  shall   pay   unto   the   mortgagee  or  vendee,  his 
executors   or    administrators,    such    sum    as  the   Court 
shall  adjudge  due,  within  two  months  from  the  time  of 
entering  up  judgment,  with  interest,  then  the  same  mort- 
gage, or  deed  of  bargain  and  sale,  shall  be  void  and 
discharged,  otherwise  that  the  plaintiff  shall  have  his  writ 
of  possession. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  real  estates  con-  ^j  Mtaiw 
veyed  or  pledged  by  mortgage,  or  bargain  and  sale  with  mortOTe.&c. 
defeasance,  shall   be   redeemable   by  the  mortgagor  or  buT      ®"**" 
vender,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  on 
paying  the   monies  borrowed   thereon,  with  interest,  or 
performing  the  condition  on  which  the  same  was  mort- 
gaged or  conveyed,  deducting  the  rents  and  profits,  the 
mortgagee  or  any  under  him,  may  have  received  over  and 
above  the  repairs  and  improvements  made  by  him,  unless 
the  mortgagee,  or  person  claiming  under  him,  hath  by 
process  of  law,  or  by  open  and  peaceable  entry,  made  in 
the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  taken  actual   possession 
thereof,  and  continued   that  possession   peaceal)ly   three 
years.  November  4,  1785. 


1786.  —  Chapter  23. 

[October  Session,  eh.  5.] 
AN  ACT  REGULATING  THE  ADMISSION  OF  ATTORNEYS.  Chan.  23 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  no  person  shall  be  admitted  an  Attorney 
of  any  Court  in  this  Commonwealth,  unless  he  is  a 
person  of  good  moral  character,  and  well  affected  to  the 
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PerBona,  before 
admission  as 
Attorneys,  to 
take  an  oath. 


Form  of  the 
oath. 


Parlies  may 
plead  and  man- 
age their  own 
causes  person- 
ally. 


Constitution  and  Government  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
hath  had  opportunity  to  qualify  himself  for  the  office, 
and  hath  made  such  proficiency  as  will  render  him  useful 
therein ;  and  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  practice  as 
an  Attorney  in  any  Court  of  Justice  within  this  State, 
until  he  shall  in  open  Court  have  taken  and  subscribed 
the  declaration  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  an  oath,  in  tenor  following : 

You  solemnly  swear,  that  you  will  do  no  falsehood,  nor 
consent  to  the  doing  of  any  in  Court,  and  if  you  know  of 
an  intention  to  commit  any,  you  will  give  knowledge 
thereof  to  the  Justices  of  the  Court  or  some  of  them,  that 
it  may  be  prevented :  you  will  not  wittingly  or  will- 
ingly promote  or  sue  any  false,  groundless,  or  unlawful 
suit,  nor  give  aid  or  consent  to  the  same ;  you  will  delay 
no  man  for  lucre, or  malice  ;  but  you  will  conduct  your- 
self in  the  office  of  an  Attorney  within  the  Courts,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  discretion,  and 
with  all   good  fidelity,  as   well  to  the   Courts   as  your 

^'^®°^^-  So  help  you  GOD. 

And  it  IS  enactedj  That  the  parties  may  plead  and 
manage  their  own  causes  personally,  or  by  the  assistance 
of  such  counsel  as  they  shall  see  fit  to  engage ;  but  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  any  suit,  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
manage  their  cause  by  more  than  two  Attorneys,  nor  shall 
any  defendant  be  allowed  to  employ  a  greater  number. 

November  4, 1785. 


1785.  — Chapter  24. 

[October  Session,  ch.  6.] 
Chap.   24  AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  LOTTERIES. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
Penalty  for  set-  of  the  savie,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  undertake, 

ting  up  any  lot-     "^  .  i    ..         '^/r  ^  i 

tery.  or  sct  up  any  lottery  tor  money,  or  expose  to  sale,  or 

dispose  of  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  by  way  of  Lottery, 
within  this  Government,  whether  the  estate  so  proposed 
to  be  disposed  of,  be  in  this  Commonwealth,  or  any  other 
place,  every  person  so  oflending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  2\oo  hundred  pounds. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 


1786.  — CJhapteb  25.  477 

That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  Pen»iu  for  ^d. 
in  any  such  Lottery,  by  printing,  writing,  or  in  any  other  iS  *"  loaaryr' 
manner  publishing    an    account   thereof,    or   where   the 
tickets  may  be  had,  every  such  person   shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  One  hundred  poundH. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  every  person  who  shall  sell,  give,  or  otherwise  dis-  ^^W^'^^*' 
pose  of  any  such  lottery  ticket,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  receivingor 
sum  of  Fifty  pounds.^  for  each  ticket  so  sold,  given  or  SSket"*"' *°^ 
disposed  of;  and  every  person  who  shall  receive  or  pur- 
chase any  such  lottery  ticket,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  Twenty  pounds^  for  every  ticket  so  received,  or 
purchased.  —  The  said  several  forfeitures  to  be  and  enure, 
one  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  Government,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  him  or  them  that  will  sue  for  the 
same,  by  action  of  debt  in  any  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
within  the  Government. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  ivotito. 
construed  to  extend  to  any  Lottery,  or  the  tickets  of  any 
Lottery,  established,  permitted  or  allowed,  or  that  here- 
after may  be  established  or  allowed  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  or  of  any  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

November  5, 1785. 

1785.  — Chapter  25. 

[October  SouioD,  ch.  7.] 

AN   ACT    FOR  REGULATING    THE    EXPORTATION    OF    TOBACCO  QhttV     25 
AND    BUTTER,    AND    THE   WEIGHT    OF    ONIONS  IN   BUNCHES  ^' 

AND  THE  SIZE  OF  LIME  CASKS. 

Whereas  considerable  quantities  of  Tobacco  are  or  may  Preamble. 
be  raised  in  this  Commonivealth^  ivhich  if  exainined  and 
subjected  to  jyroper  regulations^  might  be  made  an  article 
of  export : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  be\l?^rtSd,^ut 
January  next,  no  Tobacco  shall  be  shipped  or  exported  j"®***^  J*"  *>« 
from  this   Commonwealth,  but  such  only  as  shall  have    ^^^^  ' 
been  inspected,  and  found  to  be  well  cured,  and  fit  for 
foreign  markets,  and   packed  in   straight  casks :  —  said 
casks  shall  be  four  feet  four  inches  in  length,  and  two 
feet  seven  inches  diameter  at  the  head,  containing  not 
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less  than  nine  hundred,  and  not  more  than  fourteen  hun- 
dred pounds  weight  each  ;  or  if  packed  in  half  casks,  to 
contain  not  less  than  four  hundred,  nor  more  than  six 
hundred  pounds  weight  in  each,  unless  such  casks  of 
Tobacco  shall  appear  to  have  been  inspected  and  marked 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  some  other  State. 
coJSdUo  ap^        -^"^  *^  *^  f^'^'ther  enacted^  That  the  Governor,  by  and 

pointiMpeciora.  with  the  advicc  of  Council,  be,  and  is,  hereby  empowered 
to  appoint  in  such  seapoit,  and  other  exporting  towns 
within  this  Commonwealth,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  one 
or  more  skilful  and  disinterested  person  or  persons,  to  be 
Inspectors  of  Tobacco  that  shall  be  exported  from  this 
Commonwealth,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  due  and  impar- 

iMpecto«»  tial  execution  of  their  trust ;  and  their  duty  shall  be  to 
inspect  all  Tobacco  that  shall  be  intended  to  be  laden  on 
board  of  any  vessel  for  foreign  exportation,  or  that  shall 
be  intended  to  be  transported  by  land  or  water,  to  either 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  every  such  Inspector  is  hereby 
required  and  authorized,  to  open  the  casks  containing  the 
said  commodity,  intended  to  be  exported  as  aforesaid, 
and  inspect  it,  in  four  equal  divisions  ;  that  is  to  say,  they 
shall  take  the  cask  from  the  Tobacco,  and  with  an  iron 
bar,  or  other  instrument,  lift  one  quarter,  and  then  go 
through  the  whole,  until  it  shall  be  examined  in  four 
different  parts,  and  see  that  it  be  properly  dry,  well 
cured,  not  rotten,  or  damaged,  and  of  the  weight,  and 
packed  in  such  casks,  as  are  beforementioned ;  and  such 
part  as  appears  to  be  damaged,  or  rotten,  or  unfit  for 
exportation,  shall  be  burned  ;  and  on  every  cask  contain- 
ing the  said  quantity  which  by  such  inspection  shall, 
according  to  the  Inspectors  best  judgment,  appear  to  be 
well  cured  and  not  rotten  or  damaged  as  aforesaid,  —  he 
shall  mark  or  impress  with  a  buniing-iron,  the  letters 
A.  P.  with  the  name  of  the  town  where  it  shall  be  thus 
approved,  the  name  of  said  Inspector  at  large,  and  the 
letter  I.  at  the  end  thereof,  denoting  that  the  same  has 
been  inspected  and  approved. 

And  ichereas  large  qxianiUies  of  Butter  are  made  in^ 
and  exported  from  this  CommonweaUk,  which  for  want  of 
due  examination,  and  proof  of  its  fitness,  is  diminished  in 
its  value  at  foreign  markets: 

Be    it    therefore  enacted  by   the  authority   aforesaid, 

exportld'uniew  That  from   and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no 

t^ZttV^^A   Butter  shall  be  shipped  or  exported  out  of  this  Common- 

quality. 
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wealth,  but  such  as  shall  have  been  proved,  and  found  to 
be  well  wrought,  of  a  good  quality  and  fit  for  foreign 
exportation,  and  packed  in  well  seasoned  casks  or  firkins, 
containing  fifty  pounds  each,  or  in  half  firkins,  containing 
twenty-five  pounds  each. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Governor  by  and  coun"i^u>"p^. 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council,  be,  and  he  is,  5°*bntKi?^*" 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint  in  such  seaport  towns, 
within  this  Commonwealth,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  one 
or  more  skilful  and  disinterested  person  or  persons,  to  be 
Provers  of  Batter  in  firkins,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the 
due  and  impartial  execution  of  their  trust ;  and  their  duty  Their  duty, 
shall  be  to  inspect,  and  prove  all  Butter  in  firkins,  that 
shall  be  intended  to  be  laden  on  board  any  vessel  for 
foreign  exportation ;  and  every  such  Prover  is  hereby 
authorized  to  open  the  casks  or  firkins,  containing  the 
said  commodity,  intended  to  be  exported  as  aforesaid, 
and  with  an  hollow  iron-searcher,  shall  from  one  side  of 
the  head  of  said  casks  or  firkins,  perforate  diagonally  to 
the  other  head,  and  thereby  draw  out  so  much  Butter  as 
shall  determine  the  quality  of  the  whole ;  and  see  that  it 
be  preserved  with  a  due  proportion  of  good  fine  salt, 
sweet'  and  in  all  respects  fit  to  be  exported,  without  dan- 
ger of  spoiling,  to  any  foreign  market.  And  every  firkin 
containing  the  said  quantity,  which  by  such  proof  and 
inspection  shall,  according  to  the  Provei-'s  best  judgment, 
appear  to  be  good  and  merchantable  as  aforesaid,  shall  by 
him  be  marked  or  impressed  with  a  burning-iron,  with 
the  letters  A.  P.  and  with  the  name  of  the  town  where  it 
shall  be  thus  approved,  and  the  name  of  the  Prover  at 
large. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  owner  of  any  Penalty  for  pre- 
Tobacco  or  Butter,  or  any  other  person  employed  by  him,  "plS^on^bSa^d 
shall  presume  to  lade  or  put  on  board  any  vessel  bound  SaJcror*buuer 
to  any  port  without  the  Commonwealth,  any  Tobacco  or  not  approved. 
firkin  Butter,  other  than  such  as  shall  have  been  approved 
by  an  Inspector  or  Prover,  and  contained  in  casks  or  fir- 
kins not  having  the  aforesaid  marks,  stamps  or  brands ; 
or  if  any  master  of  a  ship  or  other  vessel,  or  other  oflScer 
or  mariner,  shall  receive  on  board  any  such,  the  offender 
or  ofiTenders  shall  incur  the  penaltj^  of  Ten  pounds  for  each 
cask  of  Tobacco,  and  T\vo  pounds  for  each  firkin  of  Butter 
so  shipped,  to  be  sued  for,  and  recovered  in  any  Court  of 
Record  within   this  Commonwealth,    proper  to   try   the 


480  1785.  — Chapter  26. 

same ;  and  all  such  Tobacco  and  Butter,  laden  or  received 

jufltieeaofth«    on  board  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited.     And  it  shall  be 

wSSn'JfJorihe  hiwful  fof  any  Justice  of  the   Peace,  upon   information 

tobSiSor'bau   given  of  any  Tobacco  or  Butter,  put  on  board  any  such 

ter,  so  ■hipped,  g^jp   q^  othcr  vcssel   as  aforesaid,  not   duly  marked  or 

branded,  to  issue  his  warrant  directed  to  the  Sheriff,  his 

Deputy,  or  a  Constable,  requiring  them  respectively  to 

make  seizure  of  any  such  Tobacco  or  Butter,  shipped  and 

not  marked  as  aforesaid,  and  to  secure  the  same  in  order 

for   trial;    and    such    officers    are    hereby    respectively 

directed  and  empowered  to  execute  the  same. 

Simngthicon.      ^^^  ^^  ^  farther  enacted^  That  if  after  any  cask  or 

tentBofany       firkin   Containing   Tobacco   or   Butter,   shall   have   been 

Sipected'.     "*  approved  and  stamped  with  the  Inspector's  or  Prover  s 

marks,   stamps  or   brands  as   aforesaid,  any  Cooper   or 

other  person  shall  presume  to  shift  the  contents  of  such 

casks  or  firkins,  and  put  therein  any  Tobacco  or  Butter, 

that  hath  not  been  duly  inspected,  proved  and  approved 

as  aforesaid,  such  Cooper,  or  other  person  so  offending, 

shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Five  pounds^  for  every 

cask  of  Tobacco,  and  Twenty  shillings  for  every  firkin  of 

Butter,  so  shifted,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

^  rowJ*"  Vmv       -^^^  ^^  *^  further  enacted^  That  in  case  any  Inspector 

of^negiectof      or  Provcr,  appointed   and   sworn  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 

guilty  of  any  neglect  or  fraud,  in  inspecting  or  proving 

any  Tobacco  or  Butter,  contrary  to  the   true  intent  and 

meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall  mark  with  their  respective 

brands  or  stamps,  any  cask  containing  Tobacco  or  Butter, 

which  they  have  not  actually  and  thoroughly  inspected  or 

proved,  and  which  may  be  intended  for  exportation  out 

Penalty.  of  this  State,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 

Five  pounds^  for  every  such  neglect,  or  for  every  cask  so 

falsely  marked,  to  be  recovered  as  aforesaid. 

pointed',  pre*^'       -^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  or  per- 

Burning  to  mark  sons,  not  appointed  and  sworn  as  aforesaid,  shall  presume 

to  mark   or  brand   any  casks  of  Tobacco  or  Butter,  as 

Penalty.  above  dcscf  ibcd,  he  shall  incur  the  abovesaid  penalty  of 

Five  pounds^  for  every  cask  so  marked  or  branded,  to  be 

recovered  as  aforesaid. 

Ca«k"  or  firkins      ^e  it  furtliei'  enacted^  That  each  cask  or  firkin  before 

bacco  or  butter  any   Tobacco    or    Butter    be   packed   therein,    shall   be 

toSTweigiTed.    Weighed  by  the  owner  of  such  Tobacco  or  Butter,  who 

shall  with  a   marking-iron,  mark   on   one   of  the  heads 

thereof,  the  full  weight  of  the  cask  and  the  initial  letters 


duty. 
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of  his  name :  and  in  case  he  shall  falsely  mark  the  same, 
such  owner,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  Three  pounds y  for  each  cask  so  falsely  marked. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  respective  Inspect-  l!"P*^JJJ^^ 
ors  shall  be  paid  for  every  cask  of  Tobacco,  they  shall  '**^*" 
inspect  and  prove  as  before  directed,  one  shilling  and  six 
pencey  provided  the  number  doth  not  exceed  four,  and 
one  shilling  for  each  cask  exceeding  that  number.  And 
the  respective  Provers  shall  for  every  firkin  by  them 
examined  and  proved,  as  before  directed,  be  paid  four 
pence,  provided  the  number  doth  not  exceed  six ;  and 
twopence  for  each,  exceeding  that  number ;  both  Inspect- 
ors and  Provers  fees,  to  be  exclusive  of  cooperage,  and  to 
be  paid  by  the  shippers. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  vessel   on   board  JJj^'^oVTSt 
which  any  Tobacco  in  casks,  or  Butter  in  firkins,  shall  be  ter  on  board, 
shipped   for  exportation,   shall   be   cleared   out  by   the  ont,uDtua^cer. 
Naval  officer,  until  the   master  or  owner  shall  have  pro-  du^from  ra 
duced   a   certificate   or  certificates,   from    an    Inspector  pro^l^'  ®' 
or  Prover  appointed  and  sworn  as  aforesaid,  that  said 
articles  have  been  by  him  inspected  and  proved  as  this  act 
directs ;  which  certificates  shall  be  granted  free  from  any 
expence  ;  and  the  said  master  shall  swear  that  the  mani- 
fest by  him  presented,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  con- 
tains the.  whole  of  the  cargo  on  board  of  his  vessel,  and 
that  he  will  not  take  any  more  on  board  without  clearing 
the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penalties  and  for-  Forfeiture*  how 
feitures,  arising  by  force  and  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  *pp"***- 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  inform  and  sue 
for  the  same. 

And  whereas  great  quantities  of  Onions  are  raised  in 
and  eoq)orted  from  this  Oommonwealth,  in  bunches:  to 
prevent  frauds  by  diminishing  the  itsual  weight  of  said 
bunches  of  Onions, 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  JJ^^^^^^^'be 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  no  Onions,  exported  udiom 
in   bunches,    shall  be   shipped  or   exported  out   of  this  thi!fMrlpe<3' 
Commonwealth,  unless  they  weigh  as  follows,  viz.  Rare-  ^•■* 
ripes  (so  called)  two  and  half  pounds,  and  Onions  from 
the  seed,  three  and  half  pounds  per  bunch. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  selectmen  of  each  §f,5jJ2J®2,  ^p. 
town  where   such  Onions   shall  be   shipped,  are  hereby  point  persons  to 

*  *^  •'    weigh  onions. 
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authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  some  suitable  person 
or  persons  to  weigh  the  same,  and  give  certificates  'of  the 
Bvch  peraoiM  to  Weight ;  which  person  or  persons  so  appointed,  shall  be 
be  sworn.         gwoiTi  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  or  their  duty, 
and  shall  receive,  as  fees,  eight  pence  for  every  hundred 
bunches  so  weighed  and  certified,  for  any  quantity  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  bunches,  and  four  pence^  for  a 
Their  feee.        greater  quantity ;  said  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser. 
Pereooe  pre.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  or  persons 

F^Mfor^Mie'  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  presume  to  expose  for 
wiighed?^  saI®  within  this  Commonwealth  any  Onions  in  bunches, 
without  first  having  them  weighed  as  aforesaid,  and 
having  obtained  a  certificate  of  the  same,  according  to  the 
Forfeitare.  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
same,  one  moiety  thereof  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor 
of  the  town  where  they  may  be  exposed  to  sale,  the  other 
moiety  to  him  or  them  who  shall  inform  of  the  same ; 
and  the  selectmen  of  such  town,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  seize  the 
same,  and  sell  them  at  public  auction,  and  to  account  with 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  towns  for  the  net  proceeds 
of  one  moiety  thereof,  and  the  other  to  said  informant. 
And  to  prevent  frauds  by  reducing  the  size  of  lime  oasksy 
cMke^rJll^ulted.  -^^  *^  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
'  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next,  no  casks  of 
lime  ofiered  for  sale  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
contain  less  than  one  hundred  gallons  of  merchantable 
lime ;  and  whosoever  shall  sell,  or  ofiTer  for  sale,  any  casks 
of  lime,  containing  less  than  one  hundred  gallons  of  mer- 
chantable lime  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  information,  be 
convicted  before  any  Court  of  Record  proper  to  try  the 
same,  and  thereupon  forfeit  the  whole  of  said  property, 
one  moiety  thereof  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
town  where  such  property  was  exposed  for  sale,  the  other 
moiety  to  and  for  the  use  of  him  or  them  who  shall  inform 
of  the  same.  November  8, 1785. 

1785.  —  Chapter  26. 

[October  Session,  oh.  8.] 
Chap.    26  AN  A^"^  TO  PREVENT  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  FISH  CALLED 
-^'  ALEWIVES,     IN     THEIR     PASSAGE      UP    THE    RIVERS     AND 

STREAMS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  KINGSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
PLYMOUTH. 

Preftmbie.  Whei^cos  it  IS  neccssary  for  the  preservation  of  the  fish 

called  alervives,  in  their  passage  up  the  rivers  and  streams 
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in  the  town  of  Kingston,  into  the  ponds  at  the  head  of 
those  streams^  that  the  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed 
in  the  said  town^  to  see  that  the  passage  ways  for  the  said 
fish  be  not  obstructed^  should  have  atUhoi'ity  given  them 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives^  in  General  Court  assembled ^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  town  of  Kingston  shall  be,  Townof  King- 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  at  their  toap^EST" 
meeting  in  March^  annually,  to  choose  three  or  more  Su?iiy.'to*M«" 
persons,  to  see  that  the  laws  respecting  the  passage  ways  {SlJJSing^e. 
for  the  said  fish  be  observed ;  and  each  person  so  chosen  ^^^^  ^^' 
shall  take  an  oath  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  law ;  and  the  committee  of  the  said 
town  shall  meet  together  annually,  on  or  before  the  tenth 
day  of  Apvily  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  person  first 
chosen  by  the  said  towji  shall  appoint ;  the  meeting  to  be 
by  him  duly  notified  :  and  the  major  part  of  the  commit- 
tee present  at  such  meeting,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  order  the  time,  places,  and  manner,  in 
which  the  said  fish  may  be  taken.  And  the  said  com-  Their  powers, 
mittee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  have  power  to 
cause  the  natural  course  of  the  streams  through  which  the 
said  fish  pass,  to  be  kept  open  and  without  obstruction,  — 
to  remove  any  such  as  may  be  found  therein,  and  to  make 
the  passage  ways  wider  or  deeper,  if  they  shall  find  it 
necessaiy ;  and  the  committee,  or  either  of  them,  paying 
a  reasonable  consideration  therefor,  if  required,  shall 
have  authority  for  those  purposes,  to  go  on  the  land  of 
any  person  through  which  such  stream  runs,  without 
being  considered  as  trespassers  ;  and  any  person  who  shall 
molest  or  hinder  the  said  committee,  or  either  of  them,  in 
the  execution  of  the  business  of  his  or  their  office,  or  shall 
obstruct  any  passage  way  in  such  river  or  stream,  other- 
wise than  may  be  allowed  by  such  committee,  he  or  they 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  I^ijiy  pounds^  nor  less 
than  Ten  pounds. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  the  said  committee,  or  the  major  of  them  present  at  oommuteeem- 
any  meeting,  duly  notified,  being  not  less  than  three  in  opetTLnydam 
number,  shall  be,  and   they  are  hereby  authorized  and  ?i<uld?**  "**"*' 
empowered,   to  open   any  dam,  or  sluice  of  any   mill, 
erected,  or  that  may  be  erected,  on  or  over  any  such  river 
or  stream,  at  the  expence  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
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dam,  provided  such  owner  or  owners  shall  neglect  to 
open  the  same,  when  thereto  required  by  the  said  commit- 
orTiuSTihi?™  ^®'  ®^  ®^^^  major  part  of  them  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 
contione  open,  dam  or  sluice  so  opened,  shall  continue  open  to  such 
depth  and  width  as  the  committee,  or  the  said  major  part, 
may  judge  necessary,  from  the  tenth  day  of  April  to  the 
first  day  of  June^  in  every  year,  if  the  major  part  of  the 
said  committee  judge  necessary ;  and  in  case  any  person 
or  persons  shall  obstruct  the  passage  ways  allowed  or 
ordered  by  the  said  committee,  or  such  major  part  of 
them,  in  any  dam  or  sluice,  such  person,  so  offending, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  Fifty  pounds ^  nor 
less  than  Ten  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  take  any  of  the  said 
fish,  on  any  day,  or  in  any  place,  or  in  any  manner, 
other  than  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  committee  as 
aforesaid,  each  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings^  nor  less  than  ten  shil- 
lings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

fu^loVti^'  ^^^*  ^^  *'^®  committee  aforesaid,  or  either  of  them,  shall 

day  other  than    dctcct  any  pcrsou  or  persons  attempting  to  take  any  of 

the  said  fish,  on  any  day,  or  at  any  time,  or  any  place, 

or  in  any  manner,  otherwise  than  is  allowed  by  the  said 

committee,  and  shall  find  such  fish  with  such  person  or 

persons,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  deemed  to  have 

taken  the  said  fish,  and  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  this 

act,  accordingly,  unless  such  person  or  persons  can  make 

it  appear  that  they  came  by  the  said  fish  some  other  way. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

a^'^^i^^wr-  "^^^^  t^®  committee  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  agree 

tain  dayi  In  the  upon  Certain   days  in  the  week  when  said  fish   shall  be 

]!htii be tLken.    taken,  and  also  upon  certain  parts  of  said  stream  where 

said  fish  may  be  taken,  to  be  particularly  marked  and 

bounded,   and   shall   notify   the   inhabitants   thereof,  by 

posting  up  notifications  in  two  public  places  in  said  town 

of  Kingston,  within  ten  days  after  their  being  chosen  and 

appointed  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

ro^vilS  Md    T^^^^  all  the  penalties  incurred  by  the  breach  of  this  act, 

applied.  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  Court  in  the  county 

of  Plymouth  proper  to  try  the  same ;  and  all  sums  so 

recovered  as  forfeited  by  this  act,  shall  be  appropriated 
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one  moiety  thereof  to  the  prosecutors,  and  the  other 
moiety  for  the  poor  of  the  said  town.  And  no  person,  by 
reason  of  his  being  one  of  the  said  committee,  shall  be 
thereby  disqualified  from  being  a  witness  in  any  prosecu- 
tion for  breach  of  this  act.  November  5,  1786. 

1786.— Chapter  27. 

[October  SeBiloii,  eh.  0.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  NATURALIZING  PAUL  BSLTREMIEUX.  QhaV     27 

Whereas  Paul  Beltremieux,  IcUe  of  Rochelle,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  France,  and  now  residing  in  Newburyport, 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  Oommonwealth  aforesaid ^  hath 
petitioned  the  General  Court  that  he  may  be  naturalized^ 
and  be  thereby  entitled  to  all  the  rights^  liberties  and 
privileges  of  a  free  citizen  of  this  Qommx>nwealth : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tivesj  in  Greneral  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same^  That  the  said  Paul  Beltremieux^  upon  his  Naturalization. 
taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  adjuration  required  by 
the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  before  two  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken 
to  be  a  free  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  all  intents, 
constructions  and  purposes,  as  if  he,  the  said  Paul  had 
been  an  inhabitant  of  the  territory,  now  the  Common- 
wealth aforesaid,  at  the  time  of  making  the  present  form 
of  civil  government. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Justices  before  whom  the  said  oaths  shall  be 
taken,  shall  return  a  certificate  of  the  same  into  the  Sec- 
retary's ofiice,  to  be  placed  on  the  records  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. November  22,  1786. 

1785.  —  Chapter  28. 

[October  SeasloDt  ch.  10.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  PREVENTING  OF  TRES-  ffhan     28 
PASSES  IN  DIVERS  CASES.  \ynu,jj.   .flo 

Whereas  evil  minded  persons,  in  various  instances,  have  preamble. 
committed  trespasses  upon  the  property  and  possessions  of 
others:   And  whereas  the  remedy  provided,  and  penalties 
annexed  by  the  common  law,  to  the  commission  of  such 
offences,  have  been  found  insufficient  to  prevent  them: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoxtse  of  Representa-- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
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of  the  same^  That  if  any  person  shall  cut  down,  destroy 
or  carry  away  any  tree  or  trees  whatever,  placed  or 
growing  for  use,  shade  or  ornament ;  or  any  timber,  wood 
or  underwood,  standing,  lying  or  growing  on  land  not  his 
own,  not  having  the  consent  of  the  owner  thereof;  or  shall 
throw  down  or  open  any  bars  or  gates,  fence  or  fences, 
and  leave  the  same  down  or  open  ;  or  shall  injure,  mar  or 
deface  any  fence  or  fences,  belonging  to,  or  enclosing 
lands  not  his  own ;  or  shall  dig  up  or  carry  away  any 
stones,  ore,  gravel,  clay,  sand,  turf  or  mould,  roots,  fi'uit 
or  plants;  or  cut  down  or  carry  away' any  sedge,  grass, 
hay  or  com,  wherein  he  hath  no  interest,  standing,  lying, 
or  being  on  any  land  not  his  own ;  or  shall  take  or  carry 
away  from  any  wharf  or  landing  place,  whereof  he  is  not 
a  proprietor  or  owner,  any  goods  whatever,  wherein  he 
hath  no  interest,  without  the  leave  of  some  person  who  has 
interest  therein ;  or  shall  break  the  glass,  or  any  part  of 
SS^itttolany  ^^>  ^^  ^^Y  buildiug  uot  his  own ;  the  person  so  offending, 
irwpaM.  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  tree  or  stick  of  timber  so 

cut  down,  destroyed  or  carried  away,  and  for  each  and 
every  other  offence,  a  fine  not  less  than  five^  nor  more 
than/o?'^y  shillings^  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
be  recovered  on  complaint  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  answer  in  damages  to  the  party  injured. 
h?iiy  dLtJo^ng  ^^^  ^^  *^  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any 
aoy  mii6-8tooe    persou  shall  wilfully  break,  deface  or  destroy  any  mile 

or  pubUo  moDu-  *.  ,  ,.  "^  .  ,  i  "ii        •       i 

mont.  stone  or  public  monument,  unless  properly  authorized  so 

to  do,  the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 

each  offence,  a  fine  not  less  than  forty  shillings,  nor  more 

than  Fifteen  pounds,  to  the  use  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered 

on  indictment  before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 

Peace  in  the  county  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed, 

and  be  further  liable  to  answer  in  damages  as  aforesaid. 

commifttng  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person  who  shall 

So^ni'irw      commit  any  of  the  offences  abovementioned,  secretly,  in 

offeScLd^^    the  night  time,  or  in  disguise,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine 

•cribed  in  this    ^^   ^j^^   ^^^  ^£  ^j^^  Commou Wealth,  not  less  than  Three 

pounds  nor  more  than  Twenty  pounds,  for  each  offence, 
to  be  recovered  on  indictment  in  manner  above  provided, 
and  be  liable  to  answer  damages  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  any 
person  on  being  indicted  and  sentenced  to  pay  any  of  the 
fines  aforesaid,  shall  be  unable  to  pay  the  same,  the  Court 
passing  sentence,  may  order  such  person  to  be  publickly 
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whipped,  not  exceeding  twenty  stripes,  or  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  ninety  days,  and  to  find  sureties  for  his 
good  behaviour  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  when  ^JJgfJI^J**™' 
any  trespasses  shall  be  committed  on  any  buildings  or  SibUc  boud/ 
inclosures  belonging  to  any  county,  town  or  parish,  the  how*Mwovered. 
county,  town  and  parish  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  severally  authorized  to  sue  for 
the  damage  done  to  the  public  buildings  or  enclosures  of 
their  county,  town  or  parish,  respectively  ;  and  where  any 
public  buildings  are  owned  partly  by  the  town  and  partly 
by  the  county,  in  that  case,  the  county  or  town  Treasurer, 
whoever  may  first  institute  an  action,  may  prosecute  for 
damages  thus  sustained. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  ?«>▼>«>• 
prohibit  any  surveyor  of  highways  moving  any  incum- 
brances in  any  public  way,  nor  be  construed  to  prevent 
any  prosecution  for  theft,  where  a  theft  is  committed. 

November  23, 1785. 

1785.  — Chapter  29. 

[October  BeMion,  oh.  11.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  CERTAIN  PARTS  OF  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED,  nhnr%     2Q 
"AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  PILOTAGE  IN  SEVERAL  PORTS  IN  ^'^^F*    ^^ 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH,"  AND  FOR  OTHERWISE  REGULATING 
THE  PILOTAGE  OF  THE  PORT  OF  NEWBURYPORT. 

Whereas  the  provisions  made  for  regulating  the  pilotage  ProamWe. 
foi'  the  port  of  Kewburyport,  have  been  found  insufficient 
to  answer  the  purposes  intended: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  so  much  of  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  PaKof  a  former 
of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  ■^''«p«^«**- 
entitled,  '*  An  act  for  regulating  pilotage  in  several  ports 
in  this  Commonwealth,'*  as  relates  to  the  appointing  and 
regulating  of  pilots  and  pilot  boats  for  the  port  of  New- 
buryport,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  repealed. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  ^foHSrveMe" 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  ^JJ{'^"\'"j^*°8* 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  no  person  shall  undertake  biSSh!"°°**' 
to  pilot  any  vessel  into  or  out  of  the  river  Merrimack, 
drawing  nine  feet  of  water,  or  more,  (coasters  and  fishing 
vessels  excepted)  without  having  first  obtained  a  commis' 
sion  or  branch,  as  is  herein  after  provided. 
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o?JSS*to"  m.      ^^  ^  Jurther  enacted^  That  whenever  any  person  shall 
m^ion  V"*^  obtain  from  the  Marine  Society  of  Newburyporty  a  certifi- 
e  person.       ^^^^  signed  by  their  clerk,  that  in  their  opinion,  or  in  the 
opinion  of  the  major  part  of  the  members  of  said  Marine 
Society,  he  is  capable  and  suitable  to  undertake  the  busi- 
ness of  pilotage  into  and  out  of  the  river  Merrimack^  the 
Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered   to  grant  to   such   person   a  commission  or 
branch  for  him  to  exercise  said   business  as  aforesaid, 
and  the  same  to  demand  and  recall  whenever  said  Marine 
Society,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  certify  by  their 
clerk  that  the  said  person  is  rendered  incapable  or  im- 
proper to  be  continued  .in  said  business. 
SonSf.toS^i**      ^e  it  further  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
bond.  *  before  any  person  shall  receive  such  commission  or  branch, 

he  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  surety,  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds, 
conditioned  that  he  will  give  up  said  commission  or  branch 
whenever  it  shall  be  demanded  as  aforesaid. 
w?StoSt&ini°*      ^e  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  other  than 
no™entuled  to*    ^^^  haviug  obtained  a  commission  or  branch,  as  is  herein 
any  fee.  bcforc  provided,  shall  presume  to  pilot  a  vessel  contrary 

to  the  meaning  of  this  act,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any 
fee  for  the  same,  and  shall  further  be  liable  to  pay  any 
damages  that  may  accrue  in  consequence  of  his  undertak- 
ing so  to  pilot  such  vessel,  to  be  recovered  by  the  owner, 
assignee  or  master  of  said  vessel,  in  an  action  on  the  case, 
to  be  brought  before  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

November  23, 1785. 


1785.  — Chapter  30. 

[October  BeMlon,  oh.  12.] 
Chap.  30  ^^  ^^  ^^^  NATURALIZING   WILLIAM  BOND, 

Naturaiixation.  Wheretts  William  Bond,  late  of  Devonshire,  in  Great 
Britain,  goldsmith,  now  residing  at  Falmouth,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  and  Oommonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, has  petitioned  the  General  Court  that  he  may 
be  naturalized,  and  be  thereby  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
liberties  and  privileges  of  a  free  citizen  of  this  Common^ 
tvealth: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
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of  the  samcy  That  the  said  William  Bondy  upon  his  taking 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  required  by  the 
constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  before  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  the  county  where  he  dwells,  shall  be 
deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be  a  free  citizen  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes, 
as  if  he,  the  said  William^  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  the 
territory,  now  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  at  the  time 
of  making  the  present  form  of  civil  government. 

And  it  is  further  enacted^  That  the  Justices  before 
whom  the  same  oaths  shall  be  taken,  shall  return  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office,  to  be 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

November  23,  1785. 

1785.  — Chapter  31. 

[October  BetsloD,  ch.  18.] 

AN  ACT  REPEALING  IN  PART  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED.  "AN  ACT  FOR   rfhnn    31 
THE  REGULATION  OF  NAVIGATION  AND  COMMERCE."  \^nu£/.  u 

Whereas  some  of  the  restrictions  laid  upon  foreigners^  preamble. 
indiscriminately  y  by  the  act  for  regulating  navigation  and 
commerce,  are  found  in  some  instances  to  militate  with  tlte 
principles  of  reciprocity  which  ever  ought  to  be  adapted  in 
commercial  regulations : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  part  of  a  for. 
several  clauses  contained  in  the  before  recited  act,  which  "^S«i. 
impose  a  duty  of  tonnage  on  all  foreign  vessels,  which 
subject  the  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  to  the  pay- 
ment of  double  duties,  and  which  confine  the  unloading  of 
goods  from  any  foreign  vessel,  to  the  ports  of  Boston, 
Falmouth,  and  Dartmouth,  except  so  far  as  is  hereafter 
provided,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

Provided,  That  the  duty  of  light  money  required  of  all  pwvUo. 
foreigners,  shall  be  one  shilling  and  ten  pence  per  ton,  in 
addition  to  the  light  money  paid  by  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  more. 

Provided  always,  That  the  act  aforesaid,  and  every 
clause  thereof,  which  respects  foreigners  and  their  prop- 
erty, shall  be  construed  to  be  in  full  force  against  the  - 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  property 
of  such  subjects.  November  29,  1785. 
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1786.  — Chapter  32, 

[October  StoMion,  cb.  14.] 

Chan.  32  ^^  ^^  declaring  void  certain  pretended  judgments 
^*     given  in  the  town  of  boston,   between  the  nine- 
teenth DAY  OF  APRIL,  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD,  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-FIVE,  AND  THE 
SEVENTEENTH  DAY  OF  MARCH  NEXT  FOLLOWING. 

Froambie.  Whcveas  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  AprWy  in  the  year 

of  our  Lo7'dj  one  thoiLsand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  -  five  ^ 
and  the  seventeenth  day  of  March  next  following^  and 
whilst  the  town  of  Boston  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
British  troops^  and  the  impartial  administration  of  justice 
was  obstructed,  certain  pretended  judgments  were  rendered 
against  divers  persons  who  had  left  the  said  town,  and 
sought  the  protection  of  their  country;  and  such  proceed- 
ings have  been  had  thereon  as  may  greatly  vex  and  injure 
many  good  citizens  of  this  Oommonwealth,  unless  the  same 
be  declared  iiull  and  void: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
mSnuTr^d^'jSf'  ^^^^^^^V  of  the  samc.  That  all  such  pretended  judgments 
nuuaodvord.  rendered  in  the  town  of  Boston  between  the  nineteenth 
day  o(  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  seventeenth  day  of 
March  next  following,  by  any  persons  pretending  to  con- 
stitute any  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Assize, 
or  Court  of  General  Goal  Delivery,  or  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  which  have 
not  been  heretofore  provided  against  by  law,  and  all  pro- 
ceedings had  thereon,  or  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
be,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  and  shall 
be  so  deemed,  taken  and  known.        November  29, 1785. 

1785.  —  Chapter  33. 

[October  SomIod,  eh.  15.] 

Chat)    33  ^^  ^^'^  ^^   ADDITION  TO    AN    ACT    MADE    IN    THE    YEAR    ONE 
^  •  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY  TWO,  ENTITLED. 

"AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE    DESTRUCTION    OF  OYSTERS,    IN 
CHARLES  AND  MISTICK  RIVERS." 

oiaSSlnd  Wliereas  the  provision  made  in  the  said  act  is  found  to 

Mutick  Riveri.  ftg  insufficient  effectually  to pj'event  the  destruction  of  oysters 

in  the  said  rivers,  and  some  other  provision  is  necessary  in 

order  to  preserve  the  same: 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep* 
resentcUiveSy  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
presume  to  take  oysters  out  of  either  of  the  said  rivers, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  with  drags  or  drag-nets,  or 
by  any  other  ways  and  means  other  than  with  oyster 
tongs,  as  hath  been  usually  practiced  in  the  said  rivers,  he 
or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offence,  not  less  than  I^ive  nor  more  than  Thirty  pounds,  to 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  an  action  of  debt  in  any 
Court  in  either  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk  or  Middlesex, 
proper  to  try  the  same,  or  by  presentment  by  the  Grand 
Jury  in  either  of  the  said  counties  ;  and  all  fines  and  for- 
feitures recovered  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  one 
moiety  thereof  to  him  or  them  who  shall  inform,  sue  for, 
and  recover  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  town  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

November  29, 1785. 


1785.  —  Chapter  34. 

[October  BeMloD»  eh.  10.] 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  IPSIVICH,  AND  TO   fkan    84 
ANNEX  IT  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  ROWLBT.  \^nu£^.  tr± 

Whereas  it  appears  reasonable  that  Moses  Bradstreet,  Preamble. 
and  others,  on  the  northeasterly  part  o/"  Ipswich,  should  be 
set  off  from  said  toivn  of  Ipswich,  and  annexed  to  the 
town  of  Rowley : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hmise  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  all  that  part  of  said  town  of  Part  of  ipswich 
Ipswich  that  lies  within  the  lines  hereafter  mentioned, 
beginning  on  the  line  between  Rowley  and  Ipswich,  at  a 
ceilain  fence  between  land  of  Nathan  Lambert  and  land 
of  John  and  Timothy  Harris,  running  easterly,  as  the 
fence  now  stands,  till  it  comes  to  a  ditch  in  the  marsh, 
and  by  said  ditch  till  it  comes  to  Rowley  River ;  thence 
northeasterly  by  said  river  till  it  comes  to  the  line  between 
Ipswich  and  Rowley;  thence  by  said  line  till  it  comes  to 
the  bound  first  mentioned,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are  set  off  from  the  town  of  Ipswich, 
and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Rowley. 
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Provlao. 


Provided  nevertheless.  The  proprietors  of  the  lands  set 
off  from  the  town  of  Ipswich  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  to 
pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  town  Sixty-five  pounds, 
in  full  of  all  demands,  according  to  agreement. 

November  29,  1785. 


Chap 


1785.  — Chapter  35. 

[October  Seaalon,  ch.  17.] 
35  AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING    A   TOLL   FOR   THE    PURPOSES   OF 
REPAIRING  AND   MAINTAINING   THE    GREAT    BRIDGE    OVER 
THE   RIVER   PARKER,   IN   THE   TOWN   OF    NEWBURY,    AND 
COUNTY  OF  ESSEX, 


Preamble. 


Toll  granted 
&  rates 
eaUblUhed. 


Trustee  ap. 
pointed  to 
manage  8c 
receive  toll,  8co. 


To  give  bond. 


Whereas  the  lottery  granted  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  hath  not  raised  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  repair  the 
said  bridge,  and  it  is  necessary  that  other  means  should  be 
provided  for  the  said  purpose :  • 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoitse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  a  toll  be,  and  hereby  is 
granted  and  established  for  the  purposes  of  repairing  and 
maintaining  the  great  bridge  over  the  River  Parker,  in  the 
town  of  Newbury,  and  county  of  Essex,  to  be  paid  by  the 
passengers  over  the  said  bridge  according  to  the  rates  fol- 
lowing, viz.  For  each  foot  passenger,  two  thirds  of  a 
penny ;  for  one  person  and  horse,  two  pence  and  two  thirds 
of  a  penny;  for  each  single  horse,  cart,  sled  or  sley,  with 
one  driver, yimr  pence;  for  each  chaise,  chair  or  sulkey, 
with  the  travellers  therein,  eight  pence;  for  each  coach, 
chariot,  'phaeton  or  curricle,  with  the  travellers  therein, 
one  shilling;  for  each  other  wheel-carriage  or  sled,  drawn 
by  more  than  one  beast,  and  having  but  one  driver,  six 
pence;  for  neat  cattle  and  horses,  not  rode,  nor  in  teams 
or  carriages,  one  penny  and  one  third  of  a  penny  each  ; 
and  for  swine  and  sheep,  four  pence  for  each  dozen ;  and 
after  the  same  rate  for  a  greater  or  less  number ;  and  in 
all  cases  the  same  toll  shall  be  paid  for  each  carriage, 
vehicle  and  team,  whether  loaded  or  not  loaded ;  and  no 
tolls  shall  be  demanded  upon  the  Lord's  days. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  Mr.  Moses  Hoyt  be,  and  he  hereby  is  appointed 
trustee  to  manage  and  receive  said  toll,  and  therewith  to 
repair  such  parts  of  said  bridge  as  yet  do  or  may  hereafter 
need  it;  and  he  and  his  successors,  (to  be  appointed  as 
hereafter  directed)  upon  his  and  their  giving  bond,  with 
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sufficient  surety,  in  the   opinion  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Sessions  for  the  county  aforesaid,  for  the  faith- 
ful discbarge  of  the  duties  of  office  of  trustee  as  aforesaid, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  erect  and  keep  smpowered  to 
up  during  said  term,  a  gate  across  said  bridge  ;  to  agree  a^infT^^. 
with  and  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  a  suitable  person  to  ^{Je^SSr.*'  * 
attend  the  same  and  receive  said  toll,  and  to  take  his  secu- 
rity to   him  and  his  successors,   that  he   will   faithfully 
attend  his  duty  at  said  gate  such  hours  as  shall  be  agreed 
on  between  them  to  receive  said  toll,  and  permit  travellers 
to  pass,  and  that  he  will  account  with  him  ox  his  suc- 
cessors, upon  oath,  if  required,  and   pay   him   or  them, 
weekly,  all  monies  received  by  said  toll ;  and  said  trustee 
may  build  a  shop  or  shed  at  or  near  said  gate,  to  accom- 
modate and  employ  the  toll  gatherer ;   and  if  said  toll  ^•^^J^**''**"- 
gatherer  shall  neglect  attendance  at  the  hours  agreed  upon  negieot  of  duty, 
by  him  and  the  said  trustee,  or  refuse  to  open  the  gate 
for  travellers  to  pass,  on  tender  of  the  lawful  toll,  or  snail 
receive  or  demand  a   greater  toll   in   any   case  than   is 
appointed  by  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings^   to  be  recovered,  with  costs,  by  action 
of  debt,   before   any  Justice   of  the   Peace  in  and   for 
the  said  county,  by  any   person  that    will   sue  for    the 
same;  and  if  any  person  shall  pass  or  attempt  to  pass  peaAityforat 
through  said  gate  by  force,  and  without  paying  the  lawful  tSSSiuV^yKT 
toll,  he  shall  forfeit  a  like  sum  of  twenty  shillings  to  the  ^"• 
toll  gatherer,   to  be  recovered  in   like  manner,   and   be 
moreover  liable  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  offence  at  com- 
mon law  ;  but  at  all  times  when  the  toll  gatherer  shall  not 
attend,  the  gate  shall  be  left  open. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  and  g^^Mau 
for  the  said  county  of  Essex;  be,  and  hereby  are  author-  thorizedtoap- 
ized  and  empowered  to  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  dur-  {^!^o?d^ta, 
ing  the  term  hereafter  mentioned,  some  other  person  as  *®' 
trustee    for  the   purposes   aforesaid,  in  cases   of  death, 
removal  out  of  the  county,  or  resignation  of  any  trustee, 
or  for  other  sufficient  cause  in  the  judgment  of  said  Court ; 
and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  require  the  trustee  appointed  Trostae  to  gjve 
by   this   act,  or  his  successors,   to  render  his   or  their  mo^^^wed, 
account,  upon  oath,  annually,  in  the  month  of  September^  winuaiiy. 
of  all  monies  received  by   said  toll,  and  of  his  or  their 
expences  of  repairing  said  bridge,  and  may  order  any 
sum  (if  any  there  may  be  remaining  in  his  or  their  hands 
at  the  end,  or  at  any  time  before  the  end  of  said  term. 
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Trastees  refus- 
ing to  aecooDt. 


Penalty. 


Trustae  for  the 
time  being,  may 
demand  and  sue 
for  any  monies 
doe  from  a  for- 
mer trustee. 


Empowered  to 
borrow  money, 
on  interest. 


Limitation. 


more  than  sufficient  for  the  then  necessary  repairs  of  said 
bridge)  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  said  county,  and 
to  be  let  out  by  the  county  Treasurer  at  interest,  and  to 
be  appropriated  by  order  of  said  Court,  from  time  to 
time,  as  there  may  be  occasion,  to  the  repairing  of  said 
bridge,  and  to  no  other  use  whatever.  And  any  trustee, 
for  the  time  being,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  account 
or  pay  over  as  aforesaid,  when  required  as  aforesaid,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence,  the  sum  oi  Fifty  pounds^ 
to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  Treasurer  of  said 
county,  with  costs,  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  the  same;  and  said  forfeitures,  when  recovered, 
shall  be  appropriated  by  order  of  said  Court  for  the 
repairs  of  said  bridge ;  and  said  Court  may  also  proceed 
against  any  trustee  for  his  refusal  or  neglect  to  account 
or  pay  over  as  aforesaid,  when  duly  required,  by  way  of 
attachment,  as  for  a  contempt. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  trustee  of  said 
bridge,  for  the  time  being,  may,  by  the  name  of  the  trus- 
tee of  Parker  River  bridge,  in  Newbury ^  in  the  county 
of  JEsseXj  demand  of,  and,  if  need  be,  sue  for  and  recover 
of  any  former  trustee,  if  living,  or  the  executors  or  admin- 
istrators of  any  one  deceased,  any  monies  such  living  or 
deceased  trustee  may  have  received  by  said  toll,  and  not 
have  expended  in  repairs  of  said  bridge,  as  for  monies 
had  and  received  to  their  use,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try 
the  same,  and  shall  be  accountable  for  the  same  when 
received,  as  for  other  monies  received  by  said  toll ;  and 
the  trustee  aforesaid  may  borrow  any  sum  on  interest 
for  the  immediate  repairs  of  said  bridge,  to  be  repaid  out 
of  the  first  monies  arising  from  said  toll. 

And  be  it  /wither  enacted  by  the  authority  aft)resaid^ 
That  this  act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  twelve  years,  and  no  longer. 

November  29^  1785. 


1785.  —  Chapter  36. 

[October  Session,  oh.  18.] 

Char)  36  ^^    ^^"^   ^^  addition  to  and   for  repealing  certain 

^'  CLAUSES    OF    AN    ACT,    PASSED    THE    PRESENT   YEAR,   EN- 

TITLED, "  AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  AND  GOVERNING  THE 
MILITIA  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  AND 
FOR  REPEALING  ALL  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT 
PURPOSE." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives^ in  General  Court  o^senMed^  and  by  the  authority  of 
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the  name.   That   the  third,   thirtieth,   thirty-fourth,   and  ^S^StVioT. 
thirty-seventh  enacting  paragraphs  of  the  said  act,  be,  "Jii^. 
and  they  hereby  are  repealed. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afweaaid.  That  the  mhuu  formed 
militia  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  it  hereby  is  formed  d"!dB?oDB. 
into  nine  divisions  :  the  county  of  Suffolk  to  form  the  first 
division ;  the  county  of  Essex  the  second  division ;  the 
county  of  Middlesex  the  third  division ;  the  county  of 
Hampshire  the  fourth  division  ;  the  counties  of  Plymouth , 
Barnstable,  Bristol,  Dukes  County,  and  Nantucket,  the 
fifth  division ;  the  counties  of  York  and  Cumberland,  the 
sixth  division ;  the  county  of  Worcester,  the  seventh 
division  ;  the  county  of  Lincoln,  the  eighth  division ;  and 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  the  ninth  division. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  o?an3i**iJSOT. 
he  hereby   is  authorized   and  empowered   to   raise,  by  i«edto»iie 
voluntary  enlistment,  in  each  of  the  aforesaid  divisions,  oomDaDiMof 
four,  and  where  he  shall  judge  expedient,  five,  companies  t^t^^p^of 
of  artillery  and  two  troops  of  cavalry :  That  each  of  said  Si^fiJi!"  ****** 
companies  of  artillery  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one 
captain  lieutenant,  one  first  lieutenant,  two  second  lieu- 
tenants, four  Serjeants  (the  first  of  whom  shall  be  clerk) 
four  bombardiers   to  be   included  in  rank  and  file,  one 
drummer,  one  fifer,  and  forty-six  privates :  That  each  of 
the  said  troops  of  cavalry  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  two 
lieutenants,  one  comet,  four  Serjeants  (the  first  of  whom 
to  be  clerk)  four  corporals,  and  thirty-six  privates :  And  i^^o^wiSISnu 
that  when  said  companies  of  artillery,  and  troops  of  cav-  ^d  brigade*, 
airy,  shall  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  foim 
the  same  into  regiments  and  brigades. 

And  tJiat  due  provision  may  be  made  for  perfecting  the 
said  companies  of  artillery  in  the  art  of  experimental 
gunnery : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  ^^J*"/*^*",^ 
the   Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  derthecom.* 
hereby  is  authorized,  to  order  to  be  issued  to  each  of  the  Giytobe""' 
captains  of  the  said  companies  of  artillery,  annually,  a  SSSj"d  wu"" 
quantity  of  powder,  not  exceeding  one  barrel,  and  a  due  »«n"«nition. 
proportion  of  shot  and  other  laboratory  articles,  to  be 
appropriated  by  the  said  ofScers  to  the  purpose  above- 
mentioned  ;  said  captains  to  give  their  receipt  therefor, 
and  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 
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And  whereas  it  hath  been  found  to  he  promotive  qfmtli'^ 
tary  knowledge^  to  encourage  the  foi^mation  of  cadet  compa* 
nies^  and  other  military  corps : 

Be  it  therefore  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
to^iei^rtoUie  That  when  any  major  general,  commander  of  a  division  of 
Qovornorthe  militia  in  this  Commqnwealth  shall  certify  to  the  Govern- 
rauing'eaLt  or,  that  in  his  opinion  it  will  be  expedient  and  for  the 
mhirwij*?'^  good  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  one  or  more  companies 
of  cadets,  or  other  corps,  should  be  raised  in  his  division, 
Governor  and  the  Govcmor  with  advicc  and  consent  of  the  Council, 
S2dto"ri"i?**''  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  (if  he 
Buchcompaniea.  j^jge  expedient)  to  raise  such  cadet  company,  companies. 
Officers  how  or  corps  ;  and  when  any  such  company  or  corps  shall  be 
elected.  raiscd,  they  shall  elect  their  ofScers  in  the  same  manner, 

and  in  the  same  proportion,  as  is  provided  for  the  elec- 
tion of  ofScers  of  other  companies  and  corps  of  militia,  in 
this  Commonwealth ;  and  the  oflScers  so  elected  shall  be 
Provuo.  commissioned  by  the  Governor.     Provided  always.  That 

no  such  cadet  company  or  corps  shall  be  raised  in  any  of 
said  divisions,  when  by  means  thereof,*  any  of  the  stand- 
ing companies  within  the  same,  would  be  reduced  to  a 
less  number  than  sixty  privates. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
IfL^lT^^  That  the  said  companies  or  corps,  when  raised  and  organ- 
whom  com-  Jzed,  shall  be  under  the  command  of  the  major  general 
of  the  division  in  which  they  shall  be  respectively  formed ; 
To  be  subject  to  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations,  that  are 
taSolJ^M  oS""  already  or  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  the  legislature, 
miiuia.  Q^  ^jj^  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 

wealth, for  the  general  government  of  the  militia. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
courto  martial,  That  the  commandcr  in  chief  shall  appoint  general  courts 
pointed.  martial,  for  the  trial  of  all   oflScers  above  the  rank  of 

captain  :  That  the  major  generals,  each  in  his  own  divi- 
sion, shall  appoint  general  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of 
captains,  and  all  commissioned  oflScers  under  that  rank : 

approvedTbySl  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ®^*"  ^^  ^^^  ^"^y  ®^  cvcry  oflSccr  who  shall 
officer  who  ap.  appoint  a  court  martial,  as  aforesaid,  to  approve  or  dis- 
Sourt.  *  approve  of  the  sentence,  or  sentences,  of  such  court 
martial  by  them  appointed,  and  no  oflScer  who  shall 
appoint  a  court  martial  shall  be  president  thereof;  nor 
shall  any  sentence  of  a  court  martial  be  put  in  execution, 
'till  it  shall  have  been  approved  of  by  the  oflScer  who 
appointed  the  same. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when   a  general  court  martial  shall   sentence   any  ^^^^^ 
ofSeer  to  be  removed  from  office,  the  court  shall  therein  the  court  •baii 
adjudge  such  officer   incapable  of  holding   any  military  rDcapAbieoT 
commission,  under  this  Commonwealth,  for  life,  or  for  ^amgiSJ. 
years,  according  to   the  nature   and  aggravation   of  his 
offence ;  and  such  sentence  after  being  approved  as  afore- 
said and  published,  shall  remain  in  force,  unless  reversed 
by  the  General  Court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  before  any  general  court  martial  shall  proceed  to  the  The  oath  bv 
trial  of  any  cause,  the  judge  advocate  shall  administer  to  Sred^ previous 
the  president,  and  each  of  the   members   the   following  ^^'^^ 
oath,  viz.  : 

You  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  you  will  well  and  truly  tiy  Form  of  the 
and  determine,  according  to  the  evidence  given  you,  the  °* 
cause  now  before  you,  between  this  Commonwealth  and 
the  person  to  be  tried :  And  you  do  further  swear,  that 
you  will  not  divulge  the  sentence  of  this  court  martial, 
until  it  shall  be  approved  or  disapproved  of;  and  that  you 
will  not  on  any  account,  at  any  time  whatever,  discover 
the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  member  of  the  court,  unless 
required  to  give  evidence  thereof,  as  a  witness,  by  a  court 
of  justice,  in  a  due  course  of  law.     So  help  you  GOD. 

And  the  president  shall  administer  to  the  judge  advo-  The  oath  to  the 

X     xL      i?  11        •  xL        •  -^       o  Judge  advocate 

cate  the  tollowmg  oath,  viz.  :  by  whom  ad. 

^  mioiatered. 

You  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  you  will  not  on  any  account,  Jj^™**'**^* 
at  any  time  whatever,  divulge  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any 
particular  member  of  this  court  martial  unless  required  to 
give  evidence  thereof,  as  a  witness,  by  a  court  of  justice, 
in  a  due  course  of  law,  and  that  you  will  not  disclose  the 
sentence  of  this  court  martial,  until  it  shall  have  been 
approved  or  disapproved  of,  by  the  officer  who  appointed 
the  same.     So  help  you  GOD. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  in  all  cases  where  any  non-commissioned  officer  shall  Soned*offl^ni 
be  convicted  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Court  of  ^dSobLdfe'ilS! 
Common  Pleas,  of  having  been  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  %v*i;^oi^,{J* 
or  disobedience  of  orders,  said  non-commissioned  officer 
shall  in  consideration  thereof,  be  considered  as  reduced  to 
the  station  of  a  private  soldier. 
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Adlatanl 
era!  to  be 


GeD- 


And  be  it  fuxiher  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 


^SySfuTe^*""   wealth  shall  also  be  Inspector  General  of  the  same. 


erml  of  the 
mllltU. 


November  29, 1785. 


Chap. 


1785.  — Chapter  37. 

[October  StMelon.  eh.  19.] 

^  37  AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN  LANDS  IN  WEST 
SPRINGFIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A 
COMMON  FIELD. 


Pr^ftmble. 


Boandaries. 


Whereas  Abraham  Burbank,  JEsq;  Gideon  Mosley, 
Russel  Leonard,  Jesse  M'Intire,  Major  Samuel  Flower, 
George  M'Intire,  Reverend  Sylvanus  Griswould,  Abraham 
Ripley,  Justin  Grainger,  Austin  Leonard,  John  Leonard, 
Joseph  Pierpont,  William  Leonard,  Daniel  Leonard, 
Reverend  Edward  Upham,  Ozias  Flower,  Josiah  Grainger, 
Oliver  Leonard,  Preserved  Leonard,  Vintin  Leonard, 
Samuel  Palmer,  Moses  Leonard,  Samuel  Leonard,  Enoch 
Cooper,  David  White,  Abner  Leonard  arid  Gideon  Leon- 
ard, have  petitioned  this  Court,  setting  forth  that  they  are 
the  proprietors  of  the  greatest  part  of  a  tract  of  land  lying 
in  said  West  Springfield,  between  Agawam  Street  and 
Feeding  Hills  Street,  so  called,  that  the  same  is  light,  ara^^ 
ble  land,  which  will  not  pay  the  expense  of  small  inclos- 
ures,  and  praying  thai  the  same  may  be  incorporated 
into  a  general  field,  bounded  as  follows :  —  To  begin  the 
south  side  of  the  county  road,  a  few  rods  west  of  the 
dwelling  house  of  Samuel  Palmer,  abovementioned,  and  to 
run  north,  tvjenty-six  degrees  west,  to  the  comer  of  George 
Leonard's  land,  twelve  rods,  the  east  side  of  a  twenty  rod 
road;  then  to  run  north  forty-five  degrees  west,  on  the  east- 
ward side  of  the  twenty  rod  highway,  and  on  the  westward 
end  of  sxindry  ten  acre  lots,  one  hundred  and  eighty  rods, 
to  the  north-west  corner  of  a  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the 
heirs  of  Patrick  Marshal,  deceased;  then  to  run  north, 
eleven  degrees  east,  sixty-six  rods,  to  Samuel  Palmer's 
land;  then  on  the  westwardly  end  of  said  Palmer's  land 
on  an  old  ditch,  northwestward,  fifty-f our  rods,  to  a  gate 
near  the  dwelling  house  of  Sandy  Onkamore ;  then  west, 
forty-one  degrees  north,  by  the  south  side  of  said  Onka- 
more's  fence,  thirty-five  rods;  then  north,  eight  degrees 
east,  twenty-eight  rods,  to  land  lately  owned  by  Mr.  Kelsey, 
to  a  ditch;  then  partly  on  said  ditch  to  run  west,  thirty- 
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eight  degrees  norths  one  hundred  and  twelve  rods;  then  west  ^ 
twenty^six  degrees  norths  twenty  rods^  on  a  ditch  to  the 
Old  Stone  Path,  so  called;  then  west^  thirty-seven  degrees 
north y  on  a  ditch y  twenty  rods;  then  norths  thirty^eight 
degrees  westy  twenty-four  rodsy  on  Preserved  Leonard's 
fence^  at  Medaneage  grant ;  then  west,  twelve  degrees  norths 
twenty  rods ;  then  to  bound  on  Medaneage  grants  to  the 
west  end  thereof^  forty-two  rods;  then  west^  thirty-five 
degrees  south,  twenty-eight  rods,  to  a  marked  staddle,  at 
the  corner  of  a  ditch;  then  west,  twenty-five  degrees  north, 
on  Preserved  Leonard's  ditch,  sixty-two  rods;  then  to  run 
eighteen  rods  to  Agawam  River;  then  on  the  south-west 
side  of  said  river  to  Abel  Leonard's  land,  west  of  a  deep 
guttei';  (hen  to  run  from  the  river,  south,  thirty-one  degrees 
west,  between  the  grants  of  land  owned  by  Abel  Leonard  and 
Daniel  Leonard,  deceased,  fifty-six  rods,  to  George  M'ln- 
tire's  land;  then  west,  three  degrees  north,  twenty-two  rods 
on  the  north  side  of  the  said  M'Intire's  land;  then  south, 
eleven  degrees  west,  by  said  land,  eighteen  rods;  then  south, 
twenty-three  degrees  ea^t,  fifty-two  rods,  by  said  M'Intire's 
land;  then  on  the  northwardly  side  q/*  Austin  Leonard's 
land,  partly  on  a  ditch,  seventy  rods;  then  westward,  by 
George  M'Intire's  land,  sixty  rods,  to  the  north-east  comer 
q/*  Jonathan  Loomis's  land;  then  south,  fifteen  degrees  east, 
by  the  said  M'Intire's  land,  fifty-four  rods,  to  the  outward 
common  line;  then  west,  the  south  side  of  Jonathan 
Loomis's  land,  seventy  rods,  to  the  county  road  leading 
from  W'estfield  to  Suffield ;  then  southwardly  on  the  east 
side  of  said  road,  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  rods  and 
an  half,  to  a  town  road  near  Austin  Leonard's  house;  then 
to  run  eastward,  on  the  north  side  of  said  road,  to  Ozias 
Flower's  bam,  being  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods;  then 
on  the  north-east  side  of  the  said  town  road,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  rods,  a  little  south  of  the  dwelling  house  of 
the  Reverend  Edward  Uphani ;  then  east,  thirteen  degrees 
south,  on  a  ditch,  eighty-five  rods;  then  south,  thirteen 
degrees  west,  twenty-five  rods  on  a  ditch ;  then  east,  five 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  south,  by  the  north  side  of 
Benedict  Bliss's  land,  eighty-four  rods;  then  north,  on  the 
west  end  of  Seargeant's  land,  fifty  rods;  then  east  five 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  south,  on  the  north  side  of 
Seargeant's  land,  one  hundred  and  forty  rods,  to  the 
inward  common  line :  then  to  run  north  on  the  said  line, 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  rods,  to  a  ditch  at  the  northwest 
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corner  of  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Benjamin 
Leonard,  deceased;  then  eastward^  on  the  said  ditchy 
thirty-four  rods;  then  southwardly ^  by  the  said  ditch j 
thirty-eight  rods;  then  eastward,  on  the  said  ditch,  the 
northwardly  side  of  the  said  lot,  eighty-eight  rods,  to  a 
town  road;  then  to  run  across  the  said  road  to  the  comer 
of  land  owned  by  Reuben  Leonard, ^t?€  rods;  then  to  run 
eastward  by  the  said  Leonard's  fence,  ninety-six  rods; 
then  on  a  ditch,  by  the  said  Reuben  Leonard's  land,  and 
George  Leonard's  land,  fifty  rods,  to  land  of  Enoch 
Cooper;  then,  by  the  said  Cooper's  land,  on  a  ditch, 
sixty-four  rods,  to  Samuel  Palmer's  land,  at  a  ditch;  then 
by  the  westerly  side  of  the  said  Palmer's  land,  by  his  fence, 
one  hundred  and  five  rods,  to  the  first  mention^  bounds: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
LMdBincorpo-   of  the  samc.  That  the  lands  aforesaid,  being  all  the  lands 
included  within  the  lines  aforesaid,  be,  and  they  hei'eby 
are,  incorporated  into  one  common  and  general  field ;  and 
the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  said  lands  are  hereby 
invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  that  the  pro- 
prietors  of  lands  in   general  fields   by   law   are   vested 
withal. 
froSSrti«,"nSf      Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
tiibm  to  t?°'    none  of  the  proprietors  of  lands  included  in  the  limits  of 
RenenifeDcl,     the  general  field  aforesaid,  and  who  have  not  petitioned 
**'  therefor,  shall  be  obliged,  as  members  of  the  said  corpo- 

ration or  propriety,  to  contribute  to  the  general  fence, 
or  be  subjected  to  the  votes  of  the  other  proprietors  in 
regard  to  their  lands  they  now  own  there,  whenever  and 
so  long  as  they  shall  inclose  and  improve  the  same  in 
severalty,  or  shall    not    improve    and    enjoy   the    same 
under  the  protection  and  security  of  the  same  common 
fence  with  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  in  general ;  any- 
thing in  the  foregoing  paragraph  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 
p?ieto«*Jfifb^"      ^^^  &^  ^^  further  enacted.  That  each  and  every  of  the 
by  themwi^T    Petitioning  proprietors  aforesaid,  may  be  at  full  liberty, 
&c.  at  any,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  inclose  and  improve, 

by  themselves,  any  of  their  lands  lying  within  the  limits 
aforesaid,  as  if  such  act  of  incorporation  had  not  been 
made,  they  maintaining  their  respective  proportions  of 
the  general  fence  around  the  same. 

November  30,  1785. 
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1785.— Chapter  38. 

[Oetober  BeMion,  cb.  20.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  INTO  A  DISTINCT  AND  SEPARATE   Ckaj)    38 
FIELD,   A  TRACT  OF  LAND  CALLED   BALVS   SWAMP,   LYING  -^' 

IN  THE  GREAT  FIELD  ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF  CONNECTICUT 
RIVER,  IN  THE  ANCIENT  TOWN  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  AND 
BOUNDING  SOUTHERLY  AND  EASTERLY  ON  AGAWAM  RIVER, 
NORTHERLY  ON  THE  BROW  OF  A  HILL.  AND  WESTERLY  ON 
FBRRE'S  LAND,  SO  CALLED. 

Wliereas  the  proprietors  of  the  said  trad  of  land  called  Pf*""****- 
Ball's  Swamp  as  aforesaid^  have  represented  to  this  Court 
that  the  said  tract  contains  about  forty  acres  of  choice 
mowing  landj  and  that  the  same  is  so  peculiarly  situated 
that  it  may  be  inclosed  by  itself  with  very  little  expence^ 
saving  on  the  west  side,  and  thai  the  profits  of  the  same 
would  be  greatly  increased  to  them  by  having  the  same 
incorporated  into  a  distinct  and  separate  field,  and  prayed 
that  the  same  may  be  incorporated  accordingly:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  sayne.  That  the  said  tract  of  land  called  BalVs  BairsSwamp 
Swamp,  lying  and  bounding  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  ^^^n*®'**^- 
is,  erected  into  a  distinct  and  separate  common  field ;  and 
that  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  the  lands  there,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  invested  with  all  such  powers  as  the 
proprietors  of  lands  lying  in  common  fields,  in  this  state, 
are  in  general  by  law  invested  with. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  if  any  one  proprietor  of  p«>^»«>. 
lands  lying  in  the  said  fields  shall  hereafter  see  fit  to  fence 
his  part  thereof  by  himself,  and  separate  it  from  the  said 
field,  he  shall  have  full  liberty  so  to  do,  without  contrib- 
uting anything  to  the  general  inclosure  of  said  field,  and 
making  only  one-half  the  division  fence  between  his  land 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  field  ;  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  November  30,  1785. 


1785.  — Chapter  39. 

[Oetober  BeMion,  oh.  21.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  COMMON  AND  GENERAL  FIELD,    Qhn/n    39 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DEERFIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMP-  ^* 

SHIRE.  ^ 

Whereas  the  proprietors  of  a  t7*act  of  land  in  the  town  Pwambie. 
of  Deerfield,  at  present  inclosed  as  a  common  field,  have 
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Common  and 
geoeral  field. 


petitioned  that  the  lands  aforesaid  may  be  incorporated 
into  a  common  and  general  field,  and  the  proprietors 
thereof  thereby  intitled  to  the  privileges  by  law  granted  to 
incorporated  common  fields :     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Genei'dl  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  lands  aforesaid,  being  all  the  lands 
included  within  the  common  field  fence  in  the  town  of 
Deerfield,  as  it  now  stands,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
incorporated  into  one  common  and  general  field ;  and  the 
proprietors  and  owners  of  the  lands  aforesaid  are  hereby 
invested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  lands  in  general  fields  are  by  law  invested 
withal.  November  30 y  1785, 
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1785.  — Chapter  40. 

[October  Session,  ch.  22.] 

40  AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  PEAR- 
SONTOWN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  INTO  A  TOWN 
BY  THE  NAME  OF  STANDISH, 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called  Pear- 
sontown,  have  petitioned  the  General  Court  that  they  may 
be  incorporated  into  a  town,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy 
like  privileges  with  other  incorporated  towns  in  this  Com- 
monwealth:  Therefore, 

lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same^  That  the  plantation  called  Pearsontoxmiy  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland^  bounded  as  follows  :  —  Begin- 
ning at  the  northerly  corner  of  Gorham^  by  Presum^cut 
River;  thence  running  up  said  river  to  the  outlet  of 
Soubago  Pond;  thence  north-west,  across  said  pond,  six 
miles;  thence  south-tvest,  eight  miles,  to  Saco  River; 
thence  to  run  down  said  river  adjoining  the  same  to  the 
westerly  corner  of  Buxton;  thence  north-east,  three  miles 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty  rods,  to  the  northerly 
corner  of  said  Buxton;  thence  south,  thirty-three  degrees 
east,  to  the  westerly  corner  of  Gorham;  thence  north- 
east, adjoining  the  head  of  Gorham^  to  the  first  mentioned 
bound,  be,  and  hereby  is,  incorporated  into  a  town,  by  the 
name  of  Standish;  and  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privi- 
leges and  immunities,  which  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
within  this  Commonwealth  do  or  may  by  law  enjoy. 
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And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  John  Deane^  Esq  ;  be,  Joud  Deane, 
and  he  hereby  ib,  empowered  and  directed  to  issue  his  SmJiJ^!*"  * 
warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  within  said 
town  of  Standishf  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  of  Standishy  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs, 
to  assemble  at  some  suitable  time  and  place  in  said  town, 
to  choose  all  such  officers  as  towns  by  law  are  empowered 
and  required  to  choose,  in  the  month  of  March,  annually, 
and  to  transact  all  other  matters  and  business  necessary 
to  be  done  in  said  town.  November  30^  1785. 


1786. -Chapter  41. 

[October  Seulon,  oh.  23.] 

AN     ACT    FOR    ENCOURAGING    THE    MANUFACTURE    OF    LOAF   Chav    41 
SUGAR   WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH.  -^' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembledj  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  ]'^^^^^^l 
next,  all  loaf  sugar  (of  foreign  manufacture)  that  shall  be  wbited.on 
imported  into  this   Commonwealth,   by  water,  and   un-  ^ituiX** 
loaded,  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  all  such  loaf  sugar  brought 
into  this  Commonwealth  by  land,  shall  also  be  forfeited ; 
and  any  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth  may   seize   and 
secure  the  same  for  trial ;  and  if  the  claimers  do  not  make 
it  appear  on  trial   that  the   loaf  sugar  so  seized   is  the 
manufacture  of  this,  or  some  other  of  the  United  States, 
it  shall  be  adjudged  forfeited ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  his 
or  their  use  who  shall  seize  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Provided  nevertheless ,  If  any  vessel,  having  loaf  sugar  proviio. 
on  board,  shall  arrive  in  this  Commonwealth  in  distress, 
and  be  obliged  to  unlade  it,  in  order  to  repair  the  said 
vessel,  the  same  shall  not  be  forfeited,  if  the  Captain  or 
owner  shall  land  it  under  the  care  of  the  Naval  Officer, 
and  give  bonds  as  the  law  now  directs  in  cases  of  vessels 
being  in  distress. 

And  be  it  further*  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  seizures  of  loaf  sugar  under  this  act  shell  be  void,  fo}5°u"J,^,^yjo 
unless  the  party  seizing  (not  being  an  officer  duly  author-  party  Mixing 
ized   to   make   such   seizure)    shall,    within   twenty-four**^**^"**' 
hours  after  such  seizure,  give  bond,  with  sufficient  surety, 
in  the  judgment  of  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the 
county,  to  the   person  from  whom  such  sugar  shall  be 
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taken,  conditioned,  to  pay  all  such  damages  and  costs  as 
the  party  may  be  entitled  to,  from  whom  such  sugar  may 
be  taken,  provided  the  same  shall  not,  upon  due  process 
had  thereon,  be  adjudged  forfeited. 

Be  it  farther  enacted^  That  when  any  vessel  shall  arrive 
within  any  harbour  or  port  of  this  Commonwealth ,  having  on 
board  loaf  sugar  not  the  manufacture  of  some  one  of  the 
United  States  of  America^  the  master  of  said  vessel,  or 
whoever  shall  make  entry  of  her  cargo  at  the  naval  office, 
shall,  in  his  manifest  of  said  cargo,  include  the  quantity 
of  such  loaf  sugar  on  board  his  said  vessel,  with  the  pack- 
ages, marks  and  numbers  of  loaves,  and  enter  them  as  for 
exportation  in  the  same  vessel ;  from  whence  it  shall  not 
be  taken,  unless  as  is  before  herein  provided  in  case  of 
distress.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Naval  Officer, 
previous  to  his  granting  permit  to  unlade  the  residue  of 
the  cargo  on  board  said  vessel,  to  take  a  bond  of  the 
person  making  the  entry,  with  one  sufficient  surety,  in  a 
sum  equal  to  four  times  the  value  of  said  sugar,  condi- 
tioned, that  the  same  shall  not  be  taken  out  of  said  vessel 
while  within  any  port  or  harbour  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  that  after  said  vessel  may  be  cleared  out,  it  shall  not 
be  landed  in  any  port  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  any  vessel  shall  come 
within  any  port,  harbour,  river,  creek  or  inlet  in  this 
Commonwealth,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Naval  Officer,  or 
any  Officer  of  Impost  and  Excise,  or  his  Deputy,  to  go  on 
board  said  vessel,  commanding  assistance  when  it  may  be 
necessary,  and  to  make  enquiry  of  every  circumstance  rela- 
tive to  said  vessel,  her  cargo  and  destination ;  and  where 
any  thing  may  appear  to  said  officer  unsatisfactory,  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  person  or  persons, 
to  tarry  on  board  said  vessel  until  entry  is  regularly  made 
of  her  cargo,  or  until  she  departs  from  said  place. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  excise  of  half  a  penny  on  a  pound,  imposed  on 
all  brown  sugars  consumed  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
be  remitted  to  all  sugar  boilers  or  refiners  of  sugar,  upon 
such  brown  sugars  as  shall  be  by  them  refined  and  manu- 
factured into  loaf  sugar,  within  this  Commonwealth  ;  and 
the  said  sugar  refiners  shall  make  oath  to  the  quantity  of 
brown  sugar,  so  manufactured  and  refined  by  them,  when 
they  shall  be  called  upon  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the 
Collectors  of  Excise. 
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Be  it  likewise  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  J^J^'^rtSTb 
all  loaf  sugar  manufactared  within   this   Commonwealth  water,  to  be 
which  is  to  be  exported  by  water,  shall,  previous  thereto,  JiSSTtherSo.' 
be  inspected  by  some  person  appointed  by  the  Governor 
and  Council,  who  shall  receive  tioo  pence  by  the  hundred, 
for  a  thousand  weight,  and  three  pence  an  hundred  for 
a  smaller  quantity ;   and  a  certificate  shall  be  returned 
by  the   inspector  to  the   Collector,  certifying  that  the 
loaf  sugar  so  to  be  exported  is  good  and  merchantable ; 
and   on   such   certificate   being  produced,  the  manufact- 
urer or  owner,  of  such  loaf  sugar,  giving   bond  as  the 
law  now  directs  on  the  exportation  of  excised  articles, 
shall  receive  a  discharge  of  the  excise  thereon  from  the 
Collector. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  couS^ru)?/ 
Council,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  one  point in«pector». 
or  more  suitable  person  or  persons,  in  any  town  within 
this  Commonwealth  where  he  may  think  proper,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  loaf  sugar,  as  is  hereinbefore 
directed ;  and  every  inspector,  before  he  enters  on 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  sworn  before  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  by  this  or  any  Forfeituree  how 
other  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  commerce,  navi-  '®^^*''*^- 
gation  and  manufactures  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be 
recovered  by  libel,  complaint,  action  of  debt,  or  the  case, 
before  any  Court  of  Common  Pleas  within  the  county 
where  such  seizure  shall  be  made,  as  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  may  require. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  duty  of  excise  of  tn^^X^^^ 
one  half  penny  per  pound  shall  be  paid  for  every  pound 
of  loaf  sugar  which  shall  be  manufactured,  used  or  con- 
sumed  within   this   Commonwealth,   in   addition   to   the 
excise   duty  already  by  law   imposed  on   the   same,  to 
be  collected  by  the   Collectors  of  excise  duties,   in   the 
same   manner   as  other   excises   are   collected ;    and   the  RemiMion  of 
same  remission  of  this  additional   excise   duty  shall   be  ezporutton!^ 
allowed  in  case  of  exportation  of  loaf  sugar,  by  water, 
as  by  law  is  already  provided,  in  case  of  exportation  of 
other  excised  articles  in  the  same  way. 

November  80, 1785. 
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[February  Seseion,  ch.  6.] 

42  A.N  ACT  EMPOWERING  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  SUCH  TOWNS  WHERE 
THERE  MAY  BE  FIRE  ENGINES,  TO  APPOINT  ENGINE  MEN; 
AND  REPEALING  THE  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT 
PURPOSE. 

Whereas  it  is  of  importance  that  provision  should  be 
made^  to  render  the  use  of  engines  for  extinguishing  freSy 
as  beneficial  as  possible  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep^ 
resentatives  in  General  Court  assembledy  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Selectmen  of  such  towns 
in  this  Commonwealth,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  with  a 
fire  engine,  or  engines,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  empow- 
ered, if  they  judge  it  expedient,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  number 
of  suitable  persons,  (not  exceeding  fifteen  to  one  engine) 
for  engine  men  ;  who  shall  continue  in  said  oflSce,  during 
the  pleasure  of  such  Selectmen  ;  which  engine  men  shall 
bo  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
meet  together  some  time  in  the  month  of  May  annually  ; 
at  which  meeting,  they  shall  have  authority  to  choose  a 
Master,  or  Director  and  Clerk  of  the  said  engine ;  and 
establish  such  rules  and  regulations,  respecting  their  duty 
as  engine  men,  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  to  annex  penalties  to  the  same,  which  may  be  recov- 
ered by  the  Clerk  of  said  engine  men,  before  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  same  county :  Provided,  no  penalty  shall 
exceedforty  shillings,  and  that  such  rules  and  regulations, 
shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 
And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
respective  companies  of  engine  men,  who  may  be  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be 
held  and  obliged  to  meet  together  once  a  month,  and 
oftener  if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
state  of  the  engine  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  append- 
ages belonging  to  the  same,  and  seeing  that  the  said 
engine  is  in  good  repair,  and  ready  to  proceed  on  any 
emergency  to  the  relief  of  any  part  of  the  community  that 
may  be  invaded  by  the  calamity  of  fire ;  and  the  said 
engine  men  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  and 
obliged  to  go  forward,  either  by  night  or  by  day,  under 
the  direction  of  the  fire  wards  in  the  same  town,  and  to 
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use  their  best  endeavours  to  extinguish  any  fire  that  may 
happen  in  the  same  town,  or  the  vicinity  thereof,  and 
shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  without  delay. 

And  whereas  there  may,  in  some  townsy  be  an  engine  or 
engines  the  propei^ty  of  individuals^  who  would  incline  the 
same  might  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town^ 
subject  to  the  like  regulations  and  privileges  as  though  the 
said  engine  or  engines  appertained  to  the  said  town. 

Be  it  enameled  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whenever  Engine  men 
the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  any  engine  or  engines  SSntSfSr 
shall  apply  to  the  Selectmen  of  any  town  in  which  the  \!^^^^^''''^' 
said  engine  or  engines  may  be,  setting  forth,  that  they  »n3»^<in»»"- 
have  such   engine   or  engines  which   they   are   desirous 
should  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town,  the 
Selectmen  of  such  town,  upon  application  as  aforesaid, 
may  appoint  engine  men  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  same 
privileges,  and  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  though  the 
said  engine  or  engines  were  the  property  of  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  the  persons  who  may  be  Kxempt«d  from 
appointed  engine  men  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be,  So.   ^  "^* 
and  they  are  hereby  exempted  from  common  and  ordinary 
military  duty,  and  from  serving  as  jurors,  or  in  the  office 
of  a  constable,  during  the  time  they  may  be  employed  in 
the  service  aforesaid. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  Persow  negii- 
person,  being  appointed  in  manner  hereinbefore  directed,  ^dnty,7h!arbe 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  Selectmen,  be  negligent  '****'^'^««^- 
and  remiss  in  the  duties  required  of  him,  as  an  engine 
man,  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Selectmen  in 
the  same  town,  upon  sufficient  evidence  thereof,  to  dis- 
charge him  from  said  company,  and  proceed  to  appoint 
another  engine  man  in  his   room,  in  the  manner  herein 
befoi*e  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  acts  heretofore  Acta  heretofore 
made,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  engine  men,  be,  ™'''*®' '^^p®**®^- 
and  they  are,  hereby  repealed.  February  7,  1786. 
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[February  Be«8lon,  ch.  7.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  NATURALIZING  MICHAEL  WALSH. 


Chap.  43 

Whereas    Michael   Walsh,  resident  in  Salisbury,  Aew  Preamble. 
dwelt    within    this    Comrnonwealth    several    yearsy   and 
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demeaned  himself  welly  and  has  applied  to  the  Legislature 
to  be  naturalized: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  samey  That  the  said  Michael  Walsh  be  permitted  to 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Common- 
wealth, before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  quorum  unuSy 
of  the  county  where  he  dwells ;  and  thereupon,  and 
thereafter,  he  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  be 
a  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  entitled  to  all  the 
liberties,  rights  and  privileges  of  a  natural  born  citizen. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  Justices  before  whom  said  Michael  Wahh  may 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  aforesaid,  shall  make  return 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  shall 
record  the  same  in  the  book  ordered  to  be  kept  for  such 
purpose.  February  7,  1786. 


Chap.  44 


Nataralizatlon. 
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[February  ScmIod,  ch.  8.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  NATURALIZING   WILLIAM  ERVINO,  ^SQ;  AND  JOfliV 

DUBALLET. 

Preamble.  Whercos  William  Erving,  Usq;  and  John   Duballet, 

residents  in  Boston,  in  the  Uommonwealth  aforesaid^  have 
petitioned  the  General  Court  that  they  maybe  naturalized^ 
and  be  thereby  entitled  to  all  the  rights y  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  free  citizens  of  this  Commomofalth  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representar 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  said  William  Erving  and  Johii 
Duballety  upon  their  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
abjuration  required  by  the  constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth, before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  deemed, 
adjudged  and  taken  to  be  free  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes,  as  if 
they,  the  said  William  Erving  and  John  Duballety  had 
been  inhabitants  of  the  territory,  now  the  Commonwealth 
afofesaid,  at  the  time  of  making  the  present  form  of  civil 
government. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted^  That  the  Justices  before 
whom  the  same  oaths  shall  be  taken,  shall  return  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office ;  and  the 
Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  record  the  same  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose.  February  8^  1786. 
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[Febrnary  BeMlon,  ch.  0.] 

AN    ACT    FOR   THE    HOLDING  A  SUPREME    JUDICIAL   COURT  IN  CkaV.    45 
THE  COUNTY  OF  LWCOLN.  ^* 

Whereas  it  is  found  expedient  and  necessary,  that  there 
should  be  held  a  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Lincoln  : 

TJierefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall  be  annually  held  at  JJn^jf  j^^ 
Pownalborough,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  a  Po™aitoro'.  * 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  upon  the  second  Tuesday  next 
following  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  June. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Appeals,  proc 
all  appeals,  recognizances  and  processes  whatever,  already  JS^ding^ii  °fJi- 
granted,  taken,  pending  or  issued,  or  that  may  within  the  ?i?nraidMd^ 
space  of  three  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  |'**5JJ^*},rt^" 
granted,  taken,  pending  or  issued,  before,  or  by  the  Court  Pownaiboro'. 
of  Common   Pleas,    Court   of  General   Sessions   of  the 
Peace,  or  any  Justice  or  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said 
county  of  Lincoln,  which  are  to  be  returned,  entered  or 
proceeded   upon  at  the  Supreme   Judicial  Court,  to  be 
held  at  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  for  the 
counties  of   Cumberland  and  Lincoln,  shall  be  returned 
to,  and  entered,  and  proceeded  upon  by'the  said  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  to  be  held  at  Poionalborough  aforesaid, 
according  to  law,  and  the  rules  of  the  same  Court. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  wriu.  orecepu. 
all  writs,  precepts  and  processes,  which  have  been  granted  Sa'nlferred^to 
or  issued,  and  returned,  or  are  returnable  to  the  said  po^JJi"bo?o». 
Court  holden  at  Falmouth;  and  all  indictments  and  pre- 
sentments found,  and  recognizances  taken,  at  and  by  the 
same  Court,  and  pending  therein,  which,  if  this  act  had 
been  passed  and  in  full  force,  at  the  time  of  granting, 
issuing,  finding  or  taking  such  writs,  precepts,  processes, 
indictments,  presentments  and  recognizances,  should  have 
been  returned  or  made  returnable  to  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  for  the  said  county  of  Lincoln;  and  all  writs, 
precepts,  and  processes  that  hereafter  may  be  granted  or 
issued  within  the  term  aforesaid,  and  made  returnable  to 
the  said  Court  holden  at  Falmouth,  which  by  virtue  of 
this  act  ought  to  be  made  returnable  to  the  said  Court  at 
Pownalborough;  shall  be  transferred  and  returned  to  the 
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said  Supreme  Judicial  Court  at  PownaJhorough^  and  shall 
be  proceeded  on  in  manner  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  persons 
concerned  are  to  conduct  themselves  and  appear  accord- 
ingly- 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  several  acts,  and 
clauses  of  acts,  for  holding  a  Supreme  Judicial  Court  at 
Falmouth^  within  the  county  of  Cumberland  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln^  shall  be  and  hereby  are 
repealed,  so  far  as  the  same  respect  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln; and  henceforth  there  shall  be  the  same  proceedings 
in,  and  by  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  within  and 
for  the  county  of  Cumberland^  as  are  by  law  had  in  the 
other  counties  of  this  Commonwealth.  ^ 

February  13,  1786. 

1785.  — Chapter  46. 

[February  Session,  ch.  2.] 

Chan    46  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  enforcing  the  speedy  payment  of  rates  and 

"'  taxes,  and   directing   the    PROCESS  against  DEFICIENT' 

CONSTABLES  AND  COLLECTORS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
Treasur.fr  to  of  thc  «amc,  That  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
ranu  enci^IId  ^hall  scnd  such  warrants  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
to  sheriffs.  ordered  to  issue,  for  the  assessing  any  rate  or  tax. 
Sheriffs  to  enclosed  to  the  Sheriff  of  each  respective  county,  who  is 
to*MMwreT  required  immediately  to  dispose  of  and  transmit  the  same 
luowanMth'ere-  ""^^  ^^^  AsscssoTs  of  the  Several  towns,  districts  and 
'or.  plantations  within  such  county,  according  to  the  direc- 

tions thereof;  for  disposing  of  which,  he  shall  have  a  rea- 
sonable allowance  ordered  him  by  the  Court  of  Sessions 
of  the  same  county,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treas- 
ury, upon  his  laying  the  account  thereof  before  the  said 
Court. 
Proviso.  Provided  always,  and  it  hereby   is  enacted.  That   no 

allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  Sheriff  for  transmitting 
any  such  warrants,  unless  he  shall  produce  a  certificate 
from  one  of  the  Assessors,  or  the  Clerk  of  each  town, 
district  or  plantation,  in  the  county  to  which  such  Sheriff 
belongs,  or  other  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  having 
respectively  received  such  warrant  as  aforesaid. 
wlJIdril^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  *^  2V///7y//er  enacted.  That  if  the  Treasurer  of  this 

ofanyde-  Conimouwealth,  for  the  time  b^inc^:,  shall  not  receive  a 

flcleacy  in  ^ 
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certificate  of  the  assessment  of  any  tax  from  the  Assessors  towns,  to  the 
of  any  town,  district   or   plantation,    within    sixty   days  court^of 
from  the  time  appointed  in  the  warrant  for  certifying  the  ^•••*«*""- 
same,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  send  a  certificate  of  such   deficiency  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for 
the  county  whereto  the  deficient  town  or  district  belongs, 
who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  said  Court  of  Sessions 
at  their  next  sitting ;  whereupon  the  said  Court  shall  forth-  Sonrto'appoint 
with  proceed  to  appoint  Assessors  to  assess  and  apportion  •Meuon, 
the  rates  and  assessments  granted  as  aforesaid ;  and  if 
any  person  appointed  an  Assessor   as   aforesaid    by   the 
Court  of  Sessions,  shall  refuse  to  serve,  he  shall  forfeit  i^feiturefor 
the  sum  of  Six  pounds  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  lervJ."* 
to  be  recovered  by  complaint  in  the  same  Court,  by  such 
person  as  the  said  Court  may  appoint  to  be  agent  or  attor- 
ney in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  for  that  purpose,  who 
shall  forthwith  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  after  such  refusal  the  said  Court  of  Ses- 
sions shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  proceed  to  appoint  other 
Assessors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  Constable  or  if  conttabies  or 
Collector  to  whom  any  tax  or  assessment  shall  be  com-  JemiMiirtheir 
mitted  to  collect,  shall  be  remiss  and  negligent  of  his  duty  foiS^'J^aJr!' 
in  not  levying  and  paying  unto  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver  "ntofdutrew. 
General  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  from 
time  to  time  have  received,  and  as  ought  by  him  to  have 
oeen  paid  within  the  respective  times  set  and  limited  by 
the  Assessors*  warrant,    pursuant  to  law,  the   Treasurer 
and   Receiver  General    is   hereby  empowered,    after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  so  set,  by  warrant  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  directed  to  the  Sherifi',  or  his  Deputy,  to  cause 
such  sum  and  sums  of  money  £o  be  levied  by  distress  and 
sale  of  such  deficient  Constable  or  Collector's  estate,  real 
and  personal,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any   there   be; 
and  for  want  of  such  estate,  to  take   the   body   of  such 
Constable  or  Collector,  and  to  imprison  him  until  he  shall 
pay  the  same ;  which  warrant  the  Sherifi^,  or  his  Deputy, 
is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  execute  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  Constable  or  Col-  "^^•y'*?!*"® 
lector  so  failing  as  aforesaid  have  no  estate  to  be  found,  found,  town, 
whereon  to  make  distress,  and  his  person  cannot  be  taken  good\S>*  * 
within  the  space  of  three  months  from  the  time  a  warrant  "^^^^^'^y- 
of  distress  shall  issue  from  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver 
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AaMMonof 
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Proviao. 


In  case  of  the 
decease  of  any 
constable  or 
collector  before 
his  accounts  are 
adjusted,  what 
proceedings 
shall  be  bad. 


General  as  aforesaid,  or  being  taken  and  committed  to 
goal  shall  not  within  three  months  satisfy  the  same,  in 
such  case,  the  town,  district  or  plantation,  whose  Consta- 
ble or  Collector  so  fails  of  his  duty,  shall,  within  three 
months  from  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  months  first 
mentioned,  make  good  to  the  treasury,  the  sum  or  sums 
due  or  owing  to  the  same,  from  such  deficient  Constable 
or  Collector ;  and  the  Assessors  of  such  town,  district  or 
plantation  having  notice  in  writing  from  the  Treasurer  of 
the  failure  of  any  Constable  or  Collector  as  aforesaid, 
shall  forthwith  thereupon,  without  any  other  or  further 
warrant,  assess  the  sum  the  said  deficient  Constable  or 
Collector  is  deficient,  upon  the  inhabitants  and  estates  of 
such  town,  district  or  plantation,  in  manner  as  the  sum 
so  committed  to  such  deficient  Constable  or  Collector, 
was  assessed,  and  commit  the  same  to  some  other  Con- 
stable or  Collector  with  wan'ant  to  collect,  and  in  default 
thereof  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  directed 
and  empowered,  to  issue  a  warrant  of  distress  against  such 
deficient  Assessors  for  the  whole  sum  which  may  remain 
due  from  such  deficient  Constable  or  Collector,  which 
shall  be  executed  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  in 
this  act  for  serving  other  warrants  of  distress,  which 
may  be  issued  by  such  Treasurer.  Provided  always,  that 
such  Constable  or  Collector  failing  of  his  duty  as  afore- 
said, for  whose  default  the  town,  district  or  plantation  is 
answera1)le,  as  before  expressed,  shall  at  all  times  after- 
wards, be  liable  to  the  action  or  suit  of  the  inhabitants  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  for  all  such  sum  and  sums  as 
were  assessed  upon  the  same  through  his  defect,  and  for 
other  damages  occurring  to  them  thereby.  And  in  case 
of  the  decease  of  any  Constable  or  Collector  in  any  town, 
district,  plantation,  precinct  or  parish,  before  his  having 
adjusted  the  accounts  of  his  assessment  to  him  committed 
to  collect,  for  such  town,  district,  plantation,  parish 
or  precinct,  the  Executors  or  Administrators  of  such  Coii- 
stable  or  Collector,  shall,  within  two  months  after  his 
decease,  settle  and  make  up  accounts  with  the  Assessors  of 
the  said  town,  district  or  plantation,  precinct  or  parish, 
of  such  pai*t  of  the  assessment  as  was  received  and  col- 
lected by  the  deceased  Constable  or  Collector,  in  his  life 
time,  with  which  such  Executors  or  Administrators  shall 
be  chargeable,  in  like  manner  as  the  deceased  Constable 
or  Collector  should  be  if  living ;  and  such  Assessors  shall 
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thereupon  procure  and  appoint  in  writing  some  suitable  Atiewowto 
person,  a  Collector  to  perfect   such  collection ;  and  the  iSS^^to^rimA 
person  so  appointed,  is  accordingly  hereby  empowered  and  *^«  «*"*«**<>"• 
required  to  execute  all  such  powers  as  were  granted  to  the 
deceased  Constable  or  Collector :  and  if  the  Executors  or 
Administrators  of  any  Constable  or  Collector  so  deceased 
not  having  fully  collected  the  assessment  committed,  shall 
fail  of  making  up  and  settling  the  account  of  what   was 
received  by  the  deceased  as  aforesaid,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  aforesaid,  such  Executors   or  Adminis- 
trators shall  be  chargeable  with  the  whole  sum  committed 
to  their  testator  or  intestate,  in  case  there  be  sufficient 
assets,  in  the  same  manner  the  deceased  Constable  or  Col- 
lector should  be  if  living. 

And  be  it  further  enacted j  That   if  the   Constable  or  if  oonttabiea  or 
Collector  of  any  town,  district,  plantation,   precinct  or  townuxeJ, £cf, 
parish,  within  this  Commonwealth,  to  whom  any  county,  JhJirduty  th« 
town,    district,    plantation,   precinct   or   parish  rates  or  JSi^JJ,.  ■"*** 
assessments  shall  have  been  committed  to  collect,  shall  be  PJJ*^^^ 
remiss  in  his  duty,  by  neglecting  to  collect  and  pay  in  the  raotof  diatreM. 
same  to  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver  of  such  county,  town, 
district,  plantation,  precinct  or  parish,  by  the  time  fixed 
in   the   waiTant    to    him     directed,    such   Treasurer    or 
Receiver,   is   hereby   empowered  to   issue   his   warrant, 
returnable   in   ninety   days,    under    his   hand   and  seal, 
directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  or  his  Deputy,  (who 
are  hereby  respectively  directed  and  empowered  to  exe- 
cute the  same)  to  cause  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as 
such  Constable  or  Collector  hath  not  paid  in,  to  be  levied 
by  distress  and  sale  of  his  estate  real  or  personal,  return- 
ing the  overplus,  if  any  there  be ;  and  for  want  of  such 
estate,  to  take  the  body  of  such  Constable  or  Collector, 
and  him  imprison  until  he  pay  the  same  :  and  the  warrant 
shall  be  in  substance  as  follows : 

ss.         A.  B.  TVeasurer  of  the        of  B.  tn  the 
said  county:     To  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
[Seal.]  or  his  Deputy, 

Greeting. 

Whereas  (7.  D.  o(B.  aforesaid,  (addition)  on  the  Fomof  the 

day  of        being  a  of  rates  and  taxes  granted  ^»»"»n  • 

and  agreed  on  by  the  aforesaid,  had  a  list  of  assess- 

ments, duly  made   by   the  Assessors   of  the  afore- 

said, amounting  to   the   sum   of        committed   to   him. 
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with  a  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  directing  and 
empowering  him  to  collect  the  several  sums  in  the  said 
assessment  mentioned,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 
of  aforesaid,    by   the         day   of        but    the   said 

G,  D.  hath  been  remiss  in  his  duty,  by  law  required, 
and  hath  neglected  to  collect  the  several  sums  aforesaid, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  aforesaid  ; 

and  there  still  remains  due  thereof  the  sum  of  and 

the  said  C.  2).  still  neglects  to  pay  the  same.  You  are 
hereby,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mdssachu- 
settSy  required  forthwith  to  levy  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  estate,  real  or  personal,  of  the 
said  O.  D.  and  pay  the  same  unto  the  Treasurer  of  the  said 
returning  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  the 
said  C.  D.  and  for  want  of  such  estate  to  take  the  body 
of  the  said  C.  D,  and  him  commit  to  the  goal  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  there  to  remain  until  he  has  paid  the 
sum  of  with  two  shillings  for  this  warrant,  together 

with  your  fees,  or  that  he  be  otherwise  therefrom  dis- 
charged by  order  of  law ;  and  make  return  of  this  war- 
rant to  myself  or  my  successor,  as  Treasurer  of  the  said 
within  ninety  days  from  this  time,  with  your  doings 
therein. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  LORD,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and 

makeret^urn  ^^^  *^  ^^  further  euactedy  That  all  executions  or  war- 

of  their  doinga.  rauts  of  distrcss,  that  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be 
issued  by  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General,  or  by  the 
Treasurer  of  any  county,  town,  district,  plantation,  pi-e- 
cinct  or  parish,  against  any  Constable  or  Collector,  which 
hath  been,  or  may  be  hereafter  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of 
any  county  within  this  Commonwealth  or  •  his  Deputy, 
such  Sheriff  or  Deputy  shall  make  return  of  his  doings 
thereon  unto  the  Treasurer  who  issued  the  same  execution 
or  waiTant  of  distress,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the 
return  day,  in  the  same  mentioned,  with  the  money,  if 
any,  that  he  hath  received  and  collected  by  virtue  thereof; 
When  warranta  and  whcrc  the  Same  shall  necessarily  be  returned  unsatis- 

are  returned  UD-  /jj  x'i»j'  ^i  i:»T» 

•ausfled, Treas-  tied,  or  satishcd  m  part  only,  such  Treasurer  may  issue 

aiui!**  *""*"*   an  olias  for  such  sum  as  may  remain  due  on  the  return  of 

the  first;  and  so   toties   quoties;   which  reasonable  time 

after  the  return  day  shall   be   computed  at  the  rate  of 
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forty-eight  hours,  for  every  ten  miles  distance,  from  the 
dwelling  house  of  the  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy,  to  the  place 
where  the  warrant  may  be  returnable  ;  and  any  Sheriff  or  sheriffs  maung 
Deputy  Sheriff,  that  shall  make  default  in  accounting  for,  fiSbte  topIT^the 
and   paying  in   the   monies  he   may  have  collected  and  '»>»o»«"""- 
received  of  any  deficient  Constable  or  Collector,  by  exe- 
cution or  warrant  of  distress  as  aforesaid,  or  in  making 
return  of  his  doings  within  reasonable  time  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  whole  sum  in  such  execution  or 
warrant  of  distress   mentioned ;  and   the   Treasurer  and 
Receiver  General  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Treas- 
urers of  the  counties,  towns,  districts,  precincts  and  par-^ 
ishes  respectively,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  make  out  their  warrants  respectively,  directed  to  the 
Coroner  of  such  county,  where  any  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy 
is  deficient  as  aforesaid,  requiring  them  respectively  as 
aforesaid,  to  distrain  for  the  same,  upon  the  estate  real 
or  personal,  of  such  deficient  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy,  as  is 
before  directed  herein,  with  respect  to  the  Sheriff  or  his 
Deputy  making  distress  upon  the  estate  of  deficient  Con- 
stables or  Collectors ;    which   warrant,   the   Coroner  of 
any  county  respectively  is  hereby  empowered  and  required 
to  execute. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  any  execution  or  '^J??^™^** 
warrant  of  distress  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State,  levied  on  UDda, 
or  Treasurer  of  any  county,  town,  district,  plantation,  oowtoww^****"* 
precinct  or  parish,  to  the  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy,  or  to  the  SepuuLtwie 
Coroner,  shall  be  levied  on  the  lands,  tenements,  or  here-  '„®b5S'vM»du^* 
ditaments  of  any  deficient  Constable,  Sheriff,  or  Deputy, 
in  every  such  case,  the  oflScer  executing  such  warrant  of 
distress,  shall  make  sale  thereof  at  public  vendue,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  and  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  of  bar- 
gain and  sale  thereof,  to  the  purchaser,  having  first  given 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  by  posting  up  adver- 
tisements, at  least  fourteen  days  previous  thereto,  in  two 
or  more  public  places  in  the  town  or  place  where  such 
lands  or  tenements  lie,  as  also  in  the  two  adjacent  towns ; 
and  all  deeds  and  conveyances  of  any  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments duly   executed   as   aforesaid,   shall   be   good   and 
effectual  in  law  unto  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  though  executed 
by  the  deficient  Constable,  Sher^f,  or  Deputy ;  and  in  in  <*"« j^f^JP"*- 
case  the  produce  of  such  lands  and  tenements,  shall  not  eatiafythe 
satisfy  the  sum  or  sums,  mentioned  in  the  said  warrant  or  ex^aUon^hflSi 

be  leaued. 
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warrants  of  distress,  together  with  reasonable  charges 
arising  thereon,  then  the  Treasurer  issuing  such  warrant, 
shall  issue  an  aliaa  execution  or  warrant  of  distress  for 
such  remaining  sum  or  sums,  and  the  officer  executing  the 
same,  for  want  of  estate,  shall  take  the  body  of  such  defi- 
cient Constable,  Collector  or  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  him 
commit  unto  the  common  goal  of  the  county  whereto  he 
belongs,  until  he  shall  pay  the  same. 
Proviso.  Provided  always^  That  when  any  Constable,  Collector, 

or  Deputy  Sheriff,  shall  be  committed  to  goal  for  default 
in  payment  of  any  taxes  committed  to   him   to   collect, 
such   Constable,    Collector,  or  Deputy  Sheriff,  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  liberty  of  the  goal  yard,  they  procuring 
sufficient  bonds  in  the  same  manner  as  by  law  is  pre- 
scribed for  other  debtors. 
FortherproviTO.      Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted j  That  in  no 
case  whatever,  any  distress  shall  be  made  or  taken  from 
any  person,  of  his  arms  or  household  utensils,  necessary 
for   upholding   life ;    nor  of  tools  or  implements  neces- 
sary for  his  trade  or  occupation,  beasts  of  the  plough  nec- 
essary for  the  cultivation  of  his  improved  land ;  nor  of 
bedding  or  api)arel  necessary  for  him  and  his  family,  any 
law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
wd  wi'pSnu!*       -^'^^  ^^  it  further  enacted  y  That  when  any  part  or  pro- 
"onu^'du^''   P^^^^"  ^^  ^'^y  State  or  County  Tax,  shall  be  laid  on  any 
lion,  in'thto**^    plantation,  not  incorporated,  the  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
^**  or  of  such  county  respectively,  shall  issue  his  precept  to 

some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  dwelling  near  to  such  planta- 
tion, requiring  him  forthwith  to  grant  his  warrant, 
directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  such  plantation, 
requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  such 
plantation  being  freeholders,  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  within  the  same,  as  in  such  warrant  shall  be  speci- 
fied, in  order  to  choose  needful  Officers  for  the  pur- 
poses hereafter  mentioned,  and  such  principal  inhabitant 
is  hereby  obliged  to  observe  and  obey  the  warrant 
that  he  shall  receive  from  such  Justice,  on  the  penalty  of 
forfeiting  and  paying  the  whole  sum  that  shall  be  ordered 
to  be  levied  on  such  plantation,  to  be  recovered  by  action 
of  debt  by  said  respective  Treasurers,  in  any  Court  of 
record  within  this  Commonwealth  proper  to  try  the  same. 
And  such  principal  inhabitant  shall  make  return  of  the 
Justice's  warrant,  to  the  Justice  who  issued  it,  with  his 
doings  therein,  and  the  doings  of  the  plantation  in  conse- 
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qaence  of  it,  within  the  time  limited  in  such  warrant ; 
and  the  Justice  shall  thereupon  ceilify  such  doings  to  the 
State  or  County  Treasurer  respectively  :  and  such  of  said  inbawunu  em. 

,-,,  1111  11  1111  1  powered  aod  re- 

innabitants  as  Rhall  then  assemble,  shall  have  power,  and  quired  to  oh^ee 
they  are  hereby  required  to  choose  a  Moderator  and  Clerk,  JSiiwtoiir" 
as  also  Assessors  and  Collectors  for  assessing  and  col- 
lecting such  plantation's  proportion  of  such  State  and 
County  Tax  as  shall  be  ordered  to  be  assessed,  to  be  duly 
paid  when  collected  by  such  Collectors,  to  the  State 
or  County  Treasurer's  respectively ;  and  such  Clerk, 
Assessors  and  Collectors  shall  be  under  oath,  to  be 
administered  by  the  Moderator  of  such  meeting,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  respective  trusts,  and  shall 
have  the  same  allowance  from  such  plantations,  as  such 
Officers  are  entitled  unto  by  law  in  towns  corporate. 

And  be-  itfurtlier  enacted,  That  the  Assessors  so  chosen  saehMeeaion 
and  sworn,  shall  thereupon  take  a  list  of  the  rateable  **"*^' 
polls,  and  a  valuation  of  the  estates  and  faculties  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  plantation  for  a  rule  by  which  to 
make  such  assessment,  and  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
qualification  of  voters  in  meetings  of  the  said  inhabitants 
thereafter  to  be  holden,  until  another  valuation  shall  be 
made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Assessors  who  shall  j^c^X^ution* 
from  time  to  time  be  chosen  or  appointed  for  such  plan-  toojiUmejiing 
tation,  shall  have  power,  and  they  are  required  to  issue  uote,  anouaily. 
their  warrants   for  calling   meetings   of   the   inhabitants  *°  ^*'**'*' 
there,  in  the  month  of  March  annually  for  choosing  such 
officers  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  sworn  by  the  Moderator 
or  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  Moderator  of  a  in  whai  maoner 
plantation  meeting,  shall  be   held  and  obliged  to  notify  toSSiwahaf/iw' 
the  plantation  officers  to  appear  either  before  himself  or  •^®™' 
some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  seven  days  from  the 
time  of  their  being  chosen,  and  take  the  necessary  oaths, 
and  in  case  of  neglect  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
three  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  plantation,  to  be  recovered 
by  any  inhabitant  thereof,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace 
within  the  same  county. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  a  Constable  when 


or  Collector  of  any  town,  district,  plantation,  parish  or  to«are*uken 
precinct,  shall  be  taken  on  execution  by  virtue  of  this  act,  SieJwrsmay 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Assessors  of  such  town,  district,  ofThe^aaMwl*^ 
plantation,  parish  or  precinct  for  the  time  being,  if  they  menuun««tiied. 
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Bach  ooliectora 
or  ooiMUblet  to 
be  ftcoounUble 
for  the  defl- 
cleDcy 


see  fit,  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  Constable  or  Col- 
lector, taken  as  aforesaid,  a  true  copy  of  any  or  all  the 
assessments  which  as  Constable  or  Collector  aforesaid  he 
had  in  his  hands,  unsettled,  at  the  time  of  being  taken  as 
aforesaid,  with  the  whole  evidence  of  all  payments  on  the 
assessments  demanded  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  the  said 
Constable  or  Collector  taken  as  aforesaid  shall  upon  being 
demanded  thereto  deliver  up  to  the  said  Assessors  all  the 
assessments  which  he  as  Constable  or  Collector  as  afore- 
said shall  have  in  his  hands  unsettled,  together  with  the 
whole   evidence    of   all    payments    on   the   assesements 
demanded  as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  Constable  or  Col- 
lector shall  receive  &uch  credit  as  the  said  Assessors,  from 
an  inspection  of  his  assessments,  shall  adjudge  him  entitled 
to ;  and  the  said  Collector  or  Constable  taken  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  holden  for  the  payment  for  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  he  shall  be  found  deficient  after  being 
^K^eSato'iho*^  credited  as  aforesaid;  and  the  same  town,  district,  plan- 
chofceofan.*    tatiou,  parish  or  precinct,  may  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
other  collector.   a^jjQ|jijp|.  Collcctor  at  any  Other  time  besides  the  annual 
meeting  in  March  ^  to  finish  the  collections  on  the  same 
assessments,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  oflBce  ;  or  if  he  shall  refus  •  or  neglect  to  accept  the 
said  office,  or  refuse  to  be  sworn  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
incur  the  penalty  which  Constables  by  law  will  incur  for 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  be  sworn  or  serve  in  the  office 
of  a  Constable ;  and  the   Assessors  for  the  lime   being 
respectively,  on  receiving  the   assessment  as   aforesaid, 
shall  make  and  deliver  to  the  same  Collector,  chosen  and 
sworn  as  aforesaid,  a  wari'ant  or  warrants  for  finishing  the 
collections  last  aforesaid,  in  the  form  by  law  prescribed, 
(mxUaiis  mutandis)  and  the  same  Collector  shall  proceed 
to  finish  such  collections  in  the  same  manner  as  Consta- 
bles or  other  Collectors  are  to  proceed  in  collecting  like 
species  of  rates  or  taxes ;  and  if  any  Constable  or  Col- 
lector taken  as  aforesaid  shall,  on  demand  as  aforesaid, 
aMeMm"ent^!'he  rcfusc  to  exhibit  and  deliver  up  his  assessments  with  the 
mittlduJ^i.    evidence  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  forthwith,  either  by  the 
officer  taking  him  as  aforesaid  or  by  warrant  from  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  committed  to  the  common  goal  of 
the  county,  there   to  remain  until  he  shall  exhibit  the 
same  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  :  and  the  Assessors  of  such 
town,  district,  plantation,  parish  or  precinct,  are  hereby 
empowered  to  take  the  duplicate,  or  copies  of  the  records 


Penalty  for 
refusing  to 
accept. 


If  any  collector 
taken  on  execu- 
tion refuse  to 
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of  such  assessments,  if  the  same  are  recorded,  and  the 
same  copies  to  deliver  to  the  Collector,  chosen  as  last 
aforesaid,  who  having  received  the  same,  and  a  warrant 
therefor,  shall  proceed  to  finish  the  collection  of  the  rates 
and  taxes  in  the  same  assessments  mentioned,  of  the  per- 
sons who  did  not  pay  the  same  to  the  Constable  or 
Collector,  taken  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  always^  That  the  Collectors  chosen  to  finish  Pro^iao. 
the  collections  aforesaid,  on  averment  of  payment  by  the 
person  or  persons  assessed,  to  the  Constable  or  Collector 
taken  as  aforesaid,  and  denial  of  payment  to  the  Collector 
for  finishing  the  said  collections,  shall  not  proceed  to  dis- 
train or  imprison  any  person,  unless  a  vote  of  such  town, 
district,  plantation,  parish  or  precinct,  is  first  had  there- 
for, and  certified  to  the  same  Collector  by  the  Clerk  of 
such  town,  district,  plantation,  parish  or  precinct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  if  any  Constable  or  ifconiUbieBor 
Collector  of  any  town,  district,  plantation,  parish  or  pre-  JSi)nd, judgment 
cinct,  shall  abscond  or  secret  himself  for  the  space  of  one  pi^JSeSr"^** 
month,  having  assessments  in  his  hands  unsettled,  the 
Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  such  town,  district,  plantation, 
parish  or  precinct,  are  hereby  empowered  to  charge  such 
Constable  therewith,  by  declaration  filed  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  and  thereupon  to  proceed  to  judgment  of 
outlawry  against  such  Constable  or  Collector ;  and  the 
same  town,  district,  plantation,  parish  or  precinct,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  choose  a  new  Collector  to  finish  the 
collections  which  such  absconding  Constable  or  Collector 
should  have  finished  and  compleated ;  and  the  same  col- 
lections may  be  finished  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided 
for  finishing  collections,  where  the  Constable  or  Collector 
is  taken  on  execution,  and  refuses  to  exhibit  or  show  his 
assessment  as  aforesaid ;  the  said  Selectmen,  Assessors 
and  Collector,  observing  the  rules  and  directions  therein 
expressed. 

Provided  always^  That  if  such  Constable  or  Collector,  Provi»o. 
during  the  aforesaid  process  of  outlawry,  shall  surrender 
himself  and  confess  the  aforesaid  charge,  or  settle  the 
assessments,  and  pay  the  rates  and  taxes  in  his  haiids  as 
aforesaid,  no  further  process  shall  be  had  against  him, 
except  judgment  for  costs,  which  he  shall  be  holden  to 

pay. 

Provided  also^  That  if  after  judgment  of  outlawry  ren-  Proviw. 
dered  against  him,   such   Constable  or   Collector  shall 
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surrender  himself,  and  settle  the  same  assessments,  and 
pay  the  rates  and  taxes,  and  all  costs  of  the  process  last 
aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  same  settlement,  payment  and  satis- 
faction, shall  be  recorded  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
such  record  shall  be  construed  to  operate  and  be  a  full 
and  effectual  reversal  of  the  aforesaid  judgment  of  out- 
lawry; and  such  town,  district,  plantation,  parish  or 
precinct,  shall  have  all  other  remedies  against  such  Con- 
stable or  Collector,  as  they  would  have  been  entitled  to, 
had  no  such  process  of  outlawry  ever  been  commenced. 

February  16,  1786. 

1786.  — Chapter  47. 

[Fobnuiry  SeaalOD,  oh.  10.] 
ChaV.    47  ^N  ACT  FOR  RAISING  AND  FORMING  A  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY 
^'  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
ooyernorand     of  the  Same,  That  the  Goveniour,  with  advice  of  Council, 
SS°toiiiSr^'  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  raise  by  voluntary 
ofciI?a?^*n*      enlistment,  in   the   room   of  two   troops   of  cavalry,  as 
worceSar.**'     already  provided  by  law,  one  regiment  of  cavalry  in  the 
county   of    Worcester,   to   consist   of  one  Colonel,   one 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quar- 
ter Master,  one   Sergeant  Major,  one   Quarter  Master- 
Sergeant,  one  Trumpet  Major,  and  eight  troops,  to  con- 
sist of  the   same  number  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  as  is  provided  in  the  militia  law  of 
this  Commonwealth  for  the  other  troops  of  cavalry. 
ProviBo.  Provided  nevertheless.  That   not  more  than   five  men 

shall  enlist  from  the  training  band  of  any  one  company  of 
militia  in  said  countj^  and  when  so  enlisted,  they  shall 
proceed  to  elect  their  officers  in  the  same  way  and  manner 
as  is  provided  in  the  militia  law ;  and  the  Governor,  with 
advice  of  Council,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  commission  the  same. 
Mc]l?tS^?8^'  -^^^  *^  *^  further  enacted.  That  when  said  regiment 
miHulYaC***  ^^*^  shall  bc  raised  and  formed,  they  shall  be  mounted,  accou- 
tred and  equipt,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  militia 
law  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  mounting,  accoutring 
and  equipping  the  other  corps  of  cavalry ;  and  that  the 
said  regiment  be  governed  by  the  regulations  made  and 
provided  for  the  government  of  the  militia  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Governor,  with  go^JJ^uo"** 
advice  of  Council,  shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  S^Into^SIeive 
receive  enlisting  orders  for  raising  the  said  regiment ;  and  enuiting  ordew. 
the  Major  General  of  the  division  in  which  said  regiment 
shall  be  raised,  is  hereby  directed  to  give  orders  for  the 
election  of  the  officers  of  said  regiment,  as  is  provided  by 
the  militia  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  electing  the 
officers  of  the  militia  at  large.  February  17, 1786. 


1786.  — Chapter  48. 

[Febroary  8M«ion,  ch.  10.] 

AN   ACT   FOR   REGULATING   THE  PROCEEDINGS  IN  ACTIONS  OF  CkaV.    48 

ACCOUNT.  ^* 

Whereas  the  proceedings  on  actions  of  account  are  prolix.  Preamble. 
and  require  amendment: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  upon  a  judgment  rendered  in  w*»«n  Per»one 
any  Court  of  Common  Pleas, that  the  defendant  shall  account,  judgiSe^ibaii 
it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  party  against  whom  such  judg-  j^^^Vrdam* 
ment  shall  hereafter  be  given,  to  appeal  therefrom,  if  such  SJalSdbya 
party  shall  think  proper,  before  the  same  Court  proceed  to  J^'y- 
the  appointing  of  auditors ;  and  in  case  no  appeal  shall 
be  made  from  the  first  judgment,  that  the  defendant  shall 
account,  an  appeal  from  the  final  judgment,  after  the  cause 
has  been   before  auditors,  shall  not  entitle  the  original 
defendant  to  try  the  issue  of  bailiff  or  not  bailiff  before 
the  Supreme  tJudicial  Court ;  but  the  first  judgment  that 
the  defendant  shall  account  shall  remain  in  full  force  ;  and 
he  shall  account  accordingly.      And  in  case  the  defendant 
shall  not  enter  and  prosecute   his  appeal  from  the  first 
judgment,  the  same  upon   complaint   may  be   affirmed : 
and  auditors  may  thereupon  be  appointed  in   the  same 
manner  they  would  have  been  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  had  no  appeal  been  made  from  the  first  judgment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any  person  against 
whom  judgment  shall  be  given,  that  he  shall  account, 
shall  unreasonably  refuse  or  ne^^lect  to  appear  at  the  time 
and  place  assigned  by  the  auditors,  or  after  appearing, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  render  an  account,  the  auditors 
may  certify  such  refusal  or  neglect  to  the  Court  from 
which  their  appointment  issued  ;  and  the  same  Court  may 
thereupon  cause  damages  to  be  assessed  by  a  jury,  and 
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enter  up  judgment  for  the  damages  so  assessed,  with 
reasonable  costs,  and  award  execution  therefor;  any  law, 
usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  17, 1786. 

1786.  — Chapter  49. 

[Febraary  SeMlon,  ch.  U.] 

Chaj).  49  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  NATURALIZING VilAfES    WAKEFIELD,  ANN   WAKE- 
^'  FIELD,  HIS  WIFE,  AND  BENJAMIN  WAKEFIELD,  ANN  WAKE- 

FIELD, TERENCE  WAKEFIELD,  AND  MART  WAKEFIELD,  HIS 
CHILDREN. 

Preamble.  Wheveos  (he  said  James  Wakefield  was  born  within  this 

Commonwealth,  but  for  fifteen  years  past  has  resided 
within  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  vHis  oiU  of 
the  said  Commonwealth  at  the  time  of  forming  the  consti- 
tution thereof;  and  the  said  James  having  returned  to 
dwell  within  the  same^  with  his  said  wife  and  children, 
has  petitioned  the  General  Court  that  he  and  tliey  might 
be  naturalized: 

Be  it  therefoi'e  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
fiSld'and^Siheri  «'^'*^^%  ^f  ''*^  sam^.  That  upon  the  said  James  Wake- 
naturalized.  '  ficWs  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  abjuration, 
required  by  the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  be- 
fore two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  quorum  unus,  he  the  said 
James  Wakefield,  together  with  Ann  Wakefield  his  wife, 
and  Benjamin  Wakefield,  Ann  Wakefield^  Terence  Wake-- 
field  and  Mary  Wakefield^  all  minors  and  children  of  the 
said  James  Wakefield  first  mentioned,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  declared  to  be  free  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  shall  hereafter  be  considered,  acknowledged 
and  known,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as 
such,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  free  citizens,  in  as  ample  a  manner,  as  if  they 
had  been  inhabitants  in,  and  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, at  the  time  of  forming  the  constitution  of  the 
same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

thYlirthiftS^be  "^^^^  *^®  Justices  before  whom  the  same  oaths  shall  be 

thl"82J?euf°»i   t^^^®"^'   shall   return   a   certificate  of  the   same   into   the 

office.  Secretary's   oflSce,  to  be   placed  on  the  records  of   the 

Commonwealth.  February  17  j  1 786. 
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1785.  —  Chapter  50. 

[February  Seislon,  ch.  1.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE   CHOICE    AND    APPOINTMENT   OF   ASSESSORS,  ChuV.   50 
AND  FOR  ASSIGNING  THEIR  POWERS  AND  AUTHORITY.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives y  in  Oeneral  Court  assembled ^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same y  That  in  the  month  of  March  annually,  at  the  AMe«Bor«tobe 
same  meeting  when  other  town  and  district  officers  are  Siiy/inthe  ' 
chosen  by  the  respective  towns  and  districts  in  this  Com-  M*rch.**' 
monwealth,  there  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  voters 
then  present  and  voting,*  or  the  major  part  of  them,  three, 
five,  seven  or  nine  meet  persons,  to  be  Assessors  of  all 
such  rates  and  taxes  as  the  General  Court  shall  order  and 
appoint  such  town  or  district  to  pay,  towards  the  charges 
of  the  government,  within  the  space  of  one  year  from  the 
choice  of  such  Assessors,  unless  the  warrant,  for  the 
assessment  shall  not  be  by  them  received  before  the  first 
day  of  March  succeeding;  and  in  case  of  its  being 
received  afterwards,  it  shall  be  delivered  to  their  suc- 
cessors in  office,  who  shall  be  under  the  same  obligations 
to  make  the  assessment  as  their  predecessors  would  have 
been  under  if  they  had  seasonably  received  the  same  ;  who 
shall  also  be  the  Assessors  of  county,  town  and  district 
taxes;  and  each  Assessor  so  chosen  shall,  within  the  AB«<>uontobe 
space  of  seven  days  next  after  being  notified  thereof,  be  "^°'^"' 
sworn  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  before  the  town 
or  district  Clerk,  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  in 
the  form  hereafter  prescribed;  and  the  Assessors  so  Their  duty, 
chosen  and  sworn,  shall  assess  the  polls  of,  and  estates 
within  such  town  or  district,  their  due  proportion  of  any 
tax,  according  to  the  rules  set  down  in  the  net  for  raising 
the  same,  and  make  perfect  lists  thereof  under  their  hands 
or  the  hands  of  the  major  part  of  them,  and  commit  the 
same  to  the  Constable  or  Constables,  Collector  or  Col- 
lectors of  their  town  or  district,  if  any  there  be,  other- 
wise to  the  Sheriff,  or  his  Deputy,  with  a  warrant  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  in  the  foim  hereinafter  directed, 
and  return  a  certificate  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Receiver  General  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  time 
being,  with  the  name  of  the  Constable  or  Constables, 
Collector  or  Collectors,  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy,  to  whom 
they  shall  have  committed  the  same  assessment,  with  a 
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warrant  as  aforesaid  to  collect ;  and  the  said  Assessors 
shall  also  have  their  assessment  recorded  in  the  town  or 
district  book,  or  leave  an    exact  'copy  thereof  by  them 
signed,  with  the  town  or  district  Clerk,  or  file  such  copy 
in  the  Assessor's  oflSce,  where  any  such  is  kept,  before  the 
same  shall  be  committed  to  a  Constable  or  Collector,  the 
Sheriff  or  his   Deputy,  to  collect,  and  at  the  same  time 
shall  lodge  in  the  said  Clerk's  office  the  invoice  or  valua- 
tion, or  a  copy  thereof,  from  whence  the  rates  or  assess- 
ments are  made,  that  the  inhabitants,  or  others  rated, 
bSJT'choeen  &'  "^^^  inspcct  the  same ;  and  if  any  Assessor,  after  being 
Dotifled,negiectr  choscu    and   notified   to  take  the  oath  of  an  Assessor  in 
refuBingiTbi*''  the  Way  and  manner  other  town  officers  are  notified  and 
•worn.  summoned,  shall   neglect  to  appear,  or  appearing   shall 

Penalty.  rcfusc  to  be   swom,  he   shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 

Five  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  or  district 
To  be  recovered  respectively,  to  be  recovered  by  their  respective   Trcas- 
befo?rtEL*c5urt  nrers  before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
ofScMionB.       f^j.  |.jjg-  county   in  which  such  town  or  district  lies,  by 
complaint,  which  for  substance  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

fompu/n? •  To  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 

Peace  for  the  county  of  to  be  held  at 

within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  on  the 
Tuesday  of  next.     Complains  A.  B.  Treasurer  of 

the  of  that  0.  D.   of  (addi- 

tion) on  the  day  of        last,   was  duly  and  legally 

chosen  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  said  to  serve 

as  an  Assessor  thereof,  and  that  the  said  (7.  D.  was  noti- 
fied to  take  the  oath  of  that  office  as  the  law  directs ;  yet 
the  said  G.  D,  has,  for  the  space  of  seven  days  after 
being  notified  as  aforesaid,  neglected  and  still  neglects  to 
take  the  said  oath,  whereby  he  hath  forfeited  the  sum  of 
Five  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
wherefore  your  complainant  prays  that  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress may  be  issued  against  the  said  (7.  D.  for  the  forfeit- 
ure aforesaid,  in  form  and  manner  as  the  law  directs. 
Dated  at  the  day  of  Anno   Domini, 

A,  B.  Treasurer. 

bcuJeJtS'r"*^      And  the  same  form,  vmtatis  mutandis ^  may  be  used   in 

cover  pen»itie»    the  rccovcry  of  any  penalty  which  may  be  incurred   by 

officers.  any  person  chosen  as  a  town,  district,  plantation,  parish 

or  precinct  officer,  who  shall  neglect  to  take  the  oath  of 
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office  as  required   by  law ;  and  the   selectmen   of  every 
such   town   or   district,   when  any   one   or  more  of  the  when  MMMon 
Assessors  so  chosen  shall  refuse  as  aforesaid,  shall  forth-  S^MtmenshSi 
with,  after  notice  thereof,  summon  a  meeting  of  thequali-  Sl^Slfgfor* 
fied  voters  of  such  town  or  district,  to  chuse  an  Assessor  °«^  choice. 
or  Assessors  in  the  room  of  such  Assessor  or  Assessors 
so  refusing;    which  voters,  so   assembled,   shall  accord- 
ingly chuse  so  many  Assessors   as   shall   be  wanting  to 
compleat  the  number  which  the  town  or  district,  at  the 
time  of  the  first  choice,  voted  should  be  elected. 

Provided  always j  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  coanof  ses- 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  same  Jhe"?^^!!^*!?** 
county,  upon  reasonable   excuse  made  to   them    by   any  they-^cauM. 
Assessor  that  shall  refuse  to  accept  as  aforesaid,  to  remit, 
if  they  see  cause,  the  penalty  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  town  or  district  if  townithaii 
shall  not  chuse  Assessors  as  aforesaid,  or  if  so  many  of  Sm<»8o™'^' 
them  so  chosen  shall  refuse  to  accept,  as  that  there  shall  Beiectmento^be 
not  be  such  a  number  of  them  as  any  town  or  district  JSJUSiand 
shall  vote  to  be  the  Assessors  thereof,  then  the  selectmen  ■^o«- 
of  such  town  or  district  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared 
and  appointed  the  Assessors   thereof;  and  every  one  of 
them   shall  be  duly  sworn  to  the  discharge  of  the  trust ; 
and  each  Assessor  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  town  or  dis-  AsMssonpay. 
trict  treasury  ybi/r  shillings  for  each  whole  day  he  shall 
be  necessarily  employed  in  that  service. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  town  or  district  Penalty  for 
shall  neglect  to  make  choice  of  Selectmen  or  Assessors,  cbSwlJiMtmeD 
the  said  default  being  made  known  unto  the  Court  of  Gen-  ^'  M»eMor«. 
eral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  the  same  county,  such 
town  or  district  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
One  hundred  pounds  nor  less  than  Thirty  pounds,  as  the 
Court  of  Sessions  shall  order,  for  the  use  of  this  Com- 
monwealth;  and  in  such  case,  as  also  where  neither  the  in  such  eaee,  aa 
Selectmen  nor  Assessors  chosen  by  any  town  or  district  li'SdJ^ernor 
shall  accept  the  trust,  or  having  accepted  the  trust  shall  JJ^ttornogiect 
not  perform  their  duty,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  5J,ffr'{h7court 
the  Peace  in  the  same  county,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  of^sionsto 
empowered  to  nominate  and  appoint  three  or  more  suffi   ^^^^  °' 


cient  freeholders  within  such  county,  to  be  Assessors  of 
the  rates  or  taxes  in  such  town  or  district  as  aforesaid,  Their  duty, 
which  Assessors  so  appointed,  after  being   duly  sworn, 
shall  assess  the  polls  and  estates  within  such  town  or  dis- 
trict their  due  proportion  to  any  tax,  according  to  the 
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rules  set  down  in  the  act  for  raising  the  same,  together 
with  the  aforesaid  penalty,    where   the  town  or  district 
makes  default  as  aforesaid,  and  such  additional  sum  as 
shall  answer  their  own  reasonable  charges  for  time  and 
expence  in  the  said  service,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings 
per  day  for  each   man   so  employed ;  and  having  made 
such  assessment,  shall  issue  a  warrant  under  their  hands 
and  seals  for  collecting  the  same,  and  transmit  a  certifi- 
cate thereof  to  the  Treasurer,  wilh  the  name  of  the  Con- 
stable, Collector,  Sheriff,  or  his  Deputy,  to  whom  they 
sachMtesBors    shall  commit  the  same  to  be  collected ;  and  such  Assessors 
thepiibiic^"  ^  shall  bc  paid  their  charges  as  abovesaid,  the  same  being 
ucMury.  adjusted  and  certified  by  two   or  more  Justices   of  the 

Court   by   whom  they  were  appointed  Assessors  under 
their  hands,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  by  warrant  from 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council, 
dilw  o'iSI?rJS*iii      -^^^  ^^  itfarthei'  enacted y  That  all  Assessors  chosen^ or 

iQch  warruiu    appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  duly  observe  all  such  war- 
ms they  shall  **  ,  ,         .  /•  ,%     •         m         ji  in 

receive  from  the  rants  as  duHUg  the  time  of  their  office  they  shall  receive 
'**""*'^'        from  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver  General,  pursuant  to  an 
act  or  acts  made  and  passed  by  the  General  Court  of  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  assessing  and  apportioning  any 
rate  or  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  or  estates  within   the 
Forfeiture  In      town  or  distrfct  whcrcof  they  are  Assessors,  on  pain  that 
esse  0  neg  ec .  ^j^^  Asscssors  of  any  towu  or  district  failing  of  their  duty 
required  by  such  warrant  of  the  Treasurer,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  full  sum  in  such  warrant  mentioned,  to  be  by 
To  be  levied  by  them  asscsscd,  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  which 
"  '*^"*  shall  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  estates,  real  and 

personal,  of  such  deficient  Assessors,  by  warrant  from  the 
Treasurer,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  or  his 
Deputy,  in  which  such  town  or  district  lies ;  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  in  such  case, 
ex  officio^  to  issue  his  warrant  requiring  the  Sheriff  or  his 
Deputy  to  levy  the  said  sums  accordingly,  and  for  want 
of  estate  to  take  the  bodies  of  such  deficient  Assessors, 
and  imprison  them  until  they  pay  the  same ;  which  war- 
rant the  Sheriff,  or  his  Deputy,  is  hereby  empowered  and 
Court  of  ses-  required  to  cxccutc  accordingly ;  and  the  Court  of  Gen- 
other  mec?  pel"*  eral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  where  such 
•Mee'iii^r^!  deficient  Assessors  dwell,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are 
directed  and  empowered  forthwith  to  appoint  other  meet 
persons  to  be  Assessors  of  such  rates  or  taxes,  according 
to  the  directions   contained   in  the  Treasurer's   warrant 
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issued  unto  the  former  Assessors ;  and  the  Assessors  who 
shall  be  so  appointed,  shall  take  the  oath  and  perform  the 
same  duties,  and  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  the 
former  Assessors. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  oath  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  Assessors,  chosen  or  appointed  as  this  act 
prescribes,  shall  be  in  the  form  following : 

You  A.  B.  one  of  the  Assessors  for  the  of  SSSJ^^U^ad- 

C.      for  the  year  ensuing,  do  swear,  that  you  will  proceed  minutered  to 
equally  and  impartially,  according  to  your  best  sltill  and 
judgment,   in   assessing  and  apportioning  all  such  rates 
and  taxes,  as  you  may  according  to  law  be  directed  to 
assess  and  apportion  during  that  time. 

So  help  you  GOD. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  warrant  to  be  issued 
by  the  Selectmen  or  Assessors,  for  the  collecting  and 
gathering  in  of  the  State  rates  or  assessments,  shall  be  in 
substance  as  follows : 

[Seal.]  ss.  To  A.  B.  Constable  or  Collector  of  the 
town  of  A,  within  the  county  of  S  Greeting. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth   of  Massachusetts^  Form  of  the 
you  are  required  to  levy  and  collect  of  the  several  persons  iTIu3°by*ieiSct. 
named  in  the  list  herewith  committed  unto  you,  each  one,  SSSwora.for 
his  respective  proportion,  therein  set  down  of  the  sum  total  JSltruxw?' 
of  such  list,  it  being  this  town's  proportion  of  a  tax 

or  assessment  of        pounds y  shillings ^  and       pence y 

granted  and  agreed  upon  by  the  General  Couit  of  said 
Commonwealth,  at  their  session,  begun  and  held  at  B 
on  the  day  of  ,  for  defraying  the  necessary 

charges  of  securing,  protecting  and  defending  the  same ; 
and  you  are  to  transmit  and  pay  in  the  same  unto  T. 
/.  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of  this  Common- 
wealth, or  to  his  successor  in  that  office,  and  to  compleat, 
and  make  up  an  account  of  your  collections  of  the  whole 
sum,  on  or  before  the  day  of         ;  and  if  any  per- 

son shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  pay  the  sum  he  is 
assessed  in  the  said  list,  to  distrain  the  goods  or  chattels 
of  such  person,  to  the  value  thereof:  and  the  distress  so 
taken,  to  keep  for  the  space  of  four  days,  at  the  cost  and 
charge  of  the  owner ;  and  if  he  shall  not  pay  the  sum  so 
assessed,  within  the  said  four  days,  then  you  are  to  sell 
at  Public  Vendue,  the  distress  so  taken,  for  the  payment 
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Certlfleate  of 
the  asaeasmeDt 
of  any  state  Uz. 


thereof,  with  charges ;  first  giving  forty-eight  hours 
notice  of  such  sale,  by  posting  up  advertisements  thereof, 
in  some  public  place  in  the  town,  district,  or  plantation 
(as  the  case  may)  ;  and  the  overplus  arising  by  such  sale, 
if  any  there  be,  besides  the  sum  assessed,  and  the  neces- 
sary charges  of  taking  and  keeping  the  distress,  you  are 
immediately  to  restore  to  the  owner;  and  for  want  of 
goods  or  chattels,  whereon  to  make  distress  (besides  tools 
or  implements  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occupation, 
beasts  of  the  plough  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  his 
improved  lands,  arms,  utensils  for  housekeeping  neces- 
sary for  upholding  life,  bedding  and  apparel  necessary  for 
himself  and  family,)  for  the  space  of  twelve  days,  you  are 
to  take  the  body  of  such  person,  so  refusing  or  neglect- 
ing, and  him  commit  unto  the  common  goal  of  the  county, 
there  to  remain,  until  he  pay  the  same,  or  such  part 
thereof,  as  shall  not  be  abated  by  the  Assessors,  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
for  the  said  county. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  by  virtue  of  a  war- 
rant from  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  this  day  of 

^^^  A    B  ) 

p    2>'  (  Assessors. 

And  the  certificate  of  the  assessment  of  any  State  Tax 
shall  be  in  substance  as  follows: 

Pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts f  dated  the  day  of 
Anno  Domini.  We  have  assessed  the  polls  and  estates 
of  the  of  the  sura  of  and  have  committed  lists 
thereof  to  the  of  said  viz.  to  with  war- 
rants in  due  form  of  law,  for  collecting  and  paying  in  the 
same  to  Treasurer  of  said  Commonwealth,  or  his  suc- 
cessor in  office,  on  or  before  the          day  of  next 


WarrsDts  for 
town  taxes,  &c. 
to  be  in  the 
•ame  form. 


In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  at 
this  day  of  Anno  Domini^ 

A.  B. 
CD. 


Assessors. 


And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  warrant  to  be  issued 
for  collecting  county,  town,  district,  plantation,  precinct 
or  parish  rates  or  assessments,  shall  also  be  made  out  by 
the  Assessors  thereof,  in  the  same  tenor,  mutatis  mtitandis. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  county,  town,  dis-  nannerofap. 
trict,  precinct,  plantation  and  parish  rates  and  taxes,  shall  £^!^2eonnty 
be  assessed  and  appoi'tioned  by  the  Assessors  of  the  sev-  ^^  ^^^  ^**» 
eral  towns,  districts,  plantations,  precincts  and  parishes 
within  this  Commonwealth,  upon  the  polls  of,  and  estates 
within  the  same,  according  to  the  rules  that  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  prescribed  and  set,  in  and  by  the   then 
last  Tax  Act  of  the  General  Court ;  and  such  Assessors 
shall  cause  attested  copies  of  such  assessments  and  valua- 
tions, to  be  lodged  in  the  Clerk's  oflSce  of  the  place  where 
the  same  are  made,  or  file  the  same  in  their  own  office,  if 
any  such  they  have. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid^ 
That  the  Assessors  of  each  town,  district,  plantation,  pre-  Asteuonof 
cinct  and  parish  respectively,  in  convenient  time,  before  ^veMMon*bie 
they  proceed  to  make  any  assessment,  shall  give  season-  JJhSfufnSto* 
able  warning  to  the  inhabitants,  at  any  of  their  respective  briDginiuuof 

..  o  '  J  .  ^        I  r      their  pollB  and 

meetmgs,  or  by  postmg  up  notinciitions  m  some  public  e.utas. 
place  in  said  town,  district,  plantation,  precinct  or  parish, 
as  the  case  may  be,  or  notify  the  respective  inhabitants  in 
some  other  way,  to  make  and  bring  into  them  the  said 
Assessors,  true  and  perfect  lists  of  their  polls,  and  of  all 
their  estates,  both  real  and  peraonal  (saving  such  estate 
as  is  or  may  by  law,  from  time  to  time,  be  exempted  from 
taxation)  which  they  were  possessed  of,  at  such  periods 
as  the  General  Court  may  from  time  to  time  order  and 
direct ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  not  bring  in  a  penoM  reftis. 
list  of  their  estates,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Assessors,  he,  she,  ISm'tuldto**** 
or  they  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  not  be  admitted  "on  foVabate" 
to  make  application  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  ment. 
Peace,  for  any  abatement  of  the   assessment  so  laid  on 
him,  her  or  them ;   unless  such  person  or  persons  shall 
make  it  to  appear  to  the  said  Court,  that  it  was  not  within 
the  power  of  him,  her,  or  them,  to  deliver  to  the  Assessors 
respectively,  a  list  of  his,  her,  or  their  rateable  esUite,  at 
the  time  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  and  if  the  Assessors  ifAsMSMnsas- 
suspect  any  falsehood  in  the  list  to  them  presented,  of  ff ihe*irt*pr^ 
polls  or  estates  as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  Assessors,  or  "Jy^riiSfrean 
either  of  them,  shall  require  the  person  presenting  such  ©"tn- 
list,  to  make  solemn  oath  that  the  same  is  true,  which 
oath  the  Assessors,  or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  administer ;  and  such  list  being  exhibited  on  oath, 
shall  be  a  rule  for  that  person's  proportion  of  ihe  tax,  who 
presented  the  same,  which  the  Assessors  may  not  exceed, 
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unless  they  shall  discover  any  error  therein ;  in  which 
case,  the  Assessors  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
assess  such  articles  as  appear  to  be  kept  back. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  at  any  time  be  aggrieved  at  the  sum  or  sums  set  and 
apportioned  upon  him,  or  them,  by  the  Assessors  of  any 
town,  district,  plantation  or  parish,  and  shall  make  it 
appear  unto  the  Assessors,  for  the  time  being,  of  such 
town,  district,  plantation  or  parish,  that  he,  or  they,  are 
rated  more  than  his  or  their  proportion,  according  to  the 
rules  given  in  the  act  or  acts,  of  the  General  Court,  for 
making  the  said  assessment,  in  such  case  the  said  Assess- 
ors, for  the  time  being,  shall  make  a  reasonable  abatement 
to  the  person  or  persons  so  aggrieved ;  and  if  they  shall 
refuse  so  to  do,  such  person  or  persons  complaining,  in 
writing,  unto  the  next  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  within  that  county,  and  making  it  appear,  that  he, 
or  they  are  overrated  as  aforesaid,  he,  or  they,  shall  be 
relieved  by  the  said  Court,  and  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  town,  district,  plantation  or  parish, 
where  such  assessment  was  made,  so  much  as  the  said 
Court  or  Assessors  respectively  shall  see  cause  to  abate 
him,  or  them,  with  the  charges ;  and  the  said  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  are  empowered,  on  such 
complaint  being  made,  to  require  the  Assessors  or  Clerk, 
to  produce  the  valuation,  by  which  the  assessment  is 
made,  or  a  copy  thereof. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Assessors  for  any  town, 
district,  plantation,  precinct  or  parish,  from  time  to  time, 
may,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appor- 
tion on  the  polls  and  estates,  according  to  law,  such  addi- 
tional sum,  over  and  above  the  precise  sum  to  them 
committed  to  assess,  as  any  fractivjnal  divisions  of  such 
precise  sum  may  render  convenient  in  the  apportionment 
thereof;  not  exceeding  five  per  centum  on  the  sum  taxed, 
—  Provided  the  whole  excess  shall  in  no  case  amount  to 
more  than  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds,  the  surplus  sum  shall 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  such  town,  district,  planta- 
tion, precinct  or  parish,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  order 
and  disposal  of  such  town,  plantation,  precinct,  district 
or  parish ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Assessors,  to 
certify  such  town,  district,  plantation,  precinct  or  parish 
Treasurer  thereof. 

And  be  it  fui^ther  enacted.  That  all  plantations,  which 
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shall  from  time  to  time  be  ordered  by  the  General  Court,  l^^^^^^ 
to  pay  any  part  or  proportion  of  the  public  taxes,  shall  choiceo^ 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  fully  vested  with  all  the  powers, 
that  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  by  law  are,  so  far  as 
I'elates  to  the  choice  of  Assessors  of  taxes ;  and  any  per- 
son who  shall  be  chosen  to  the  office  of  an  Assessor  of 
taxes,  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  plantations,  and  shall  refuse 
to  accept  of  the  office  to  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
or  neglect  to  take  the  oath  by  law  required  to  be  taken 
by  Assessors  of  taxes  in  towns,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
penalties,  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  way  and  manner, 
as  by  this  act  is  provided  in  the  case  of  Assessors  refusing 
to  accept  such  office,  when  chosen  by  towns. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the  plantations 
aforesaid,  shall  neglect  to  choose  Assessors  as  aforesaid, 
or  if  the  Assessors  chosen  by  any  such  plantation,  and 
accepting  such  trust,  shall  be  remiss  or  neglect  their  duty  ; 
in  every  such  case,  such  plantation  shall  be  subject  to  the  fJjjJJj^^'^JJ^,^^ 
same  penalties,  and  be  proceeded  with  in  the  same  manner,  in  c«Mof  neg- 
as  by  this  act  is  provided,  in  the  case  of  deficient  towns ; 
and  such  deficient  Assessors  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  made 
liable  to  the  same  penalties,  to  be  recovered  by  the  same 
process  as  by  this  act  is  provided,  in  the  case  of  deficient 
Assessors,  chosen  by  towns. 

And  whereas  the  county  tax  may  often  be  so  small  as 
that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  make  a  separate  list  of  each 
person^s  proportion  of  it : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  in  such  case  it  shall  and  ^^JSJ^JJi^, 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Assessors  of  any  town,  district  or  JJJ*nf**J^*Jjj\,f 
plantation,  to  add  their  proportion  of  the  county  tax  to  their  other 
any  of  their  other  taxes,  and  make  out  warrants  and  cer-  **^*** 
tificates  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  month  of  March  Jiri.blS*«h!u 
annually,  at  the  time  other  precinct  and  parish  officers  are  chooee  AMeaa- 

1  i:       J.1-  ^«  •       X  J  •   1-  •       XL-     ors  in  the  month 

chosen  by  the  respective  precmcts  and  parishes  m  this  of  March,  annu- 
Commonwealth,  there  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified* 
voters  then  present  and  voting,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
three  or  five  meet  persons  to  be  Assessors  of  all  such  rates 
and  taxes  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  granted  by  their 
respective  precincts  and  parishes  at  their  meetings  regu- 
larly warned  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  trust,  in  the  form  before  pre- 
scribed in  this  act. 
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^*Sirt  Bheriffi  ^^  itjurther  enacted^  That  where  any  warrant  by  virtue 
to  be  •erred  by  of  this  act  is  to  be  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  any  county, 
or  his  Deputy,  and  the  person,  or  any  one  of  the  persons 
against  whom  such  warrant  may  be  granted,  shall  be  a 
Sheriff  or  Deputy  Sheriff  for  such  county,  in  such  case, 
the  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  and  served  by  a  Coroner 
of  the  same  county.  February  20 ^  1786. 


1786.  —  Chapter  61. 

[February  Seeaion,  cIm  12.]  ^ 

ChaV.    51  ^N  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  SECURING,  AND  RENDERING  MORE 
^'  EFFECTUAL.  GRANTS  AND  DONATIONS  TO   PIOUS  AND  CHAR- 

ITABLE- USES. 

Preamble.  Whcreas  tnaixy  grants   and  donations  have  heretofore 

been  made  by  sundry  well  disposed  persons^  in  and  by 
such  expressions  and  terms  as  plainly  show  it  was   the 
intent  and  expectation  of  such  grantors  and  donors^  that 
their  several  grants  and  donations  should  take  effect^  so  as 
that  the  estates  granted  should  go  in  succession;  but  doubts 
have  arisen  in  what  cases  such  donations  and  grants  may 
operate  so  as  to  go  in  succession :  for  ascertaining  whereof 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
Deacons  and      of  the  samCy  That  the  deacons  of  all  the  several  protestant 
d^med^far"'  churchcs,  Hot  being  episcopal  churches,  and  the  church 
i^ti^uke??*^*^  wardens  of  the  several  episcopal  churches,  are,  and  shall 
*?Mu'anddo.    ^^  deemed  so  far  bodies  corporate,  as  to  take  in  succession 
nationa.  all  gi^auts  and  donations,  whether  real  or  personal,  made 

either  to  their  several  churches,  the  poor  of  their  churches, 
or  to  them  and  their  successors,  and  to  sue  and  defend  in 
2ra*eidiro  and  **''  actioDs  touching  the  samc ;  and  wherever  the  minis- 
veatryare  *      tcrs,  clders   or  vestry,  shall   in  such   original  grants  or 
Joined.  donations  have  been  joined  with  such  deacons  or  church 

inaaoheaMsto  wardens  as  donees,  or  grantees  in  succession,  in  such 
coipcSSion'for  cascs,  such  oflSccrs  and  their  successors,  together  with  the 
euch  purpoeea.  j^acons  or  church  wardens,  shall  be  deemed  the  corpora- 
tion for  such  purposes  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  minister  or 
ministers  of  the  several  protestant  churches,  of  whatever 
denomination,  are  and  shall  be  deemed  capable  of  taking 
in  succession  any  parsonage  land  or  lands,  granted  to  the 
minister  and  his  successors,  or  to  the  use  of  the  ministers, 
and  of  suing  and  defending  all  actions  touching  the  same ; 
saving  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  make 
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void  any  final  judgment  of  any  Court  of  Common  Law  or 
Probate ;  saving  also  that  no  alienation  of  any  lands 
belonging  to  churches  hereafter  made  by  the  deacons, 
without  the  consent  of  the  church,  or  a  committee  of  the 
church  for  that  purpose  appointed,  or  by  church  wardens, 
without  the  consent  of  the  vestry,  shall  be  sufficient  to 
pass  the  same  ;  and  no  alienation  hereafter  made  by  minis- 
ters, of  lands  by  them  held  in  succession,  shall  be  valid 
any  longer  than  during  such  alienors  continuing  ministers, 
unless  such  ministers  be  ministers  of  particular  towns, 
districts  or  precincts,  and  make  such  alienation  with  their 
consent  respectively,  or  unless  such  ministers  so  aliening 
be  ministers  of  episcopal  churches,  and  the  same  be  done 
with  the  consent  of  the  vestry ;  and  the  several  churches 
in  this  Commonwealth,  not  being  episcopal  churches,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  choose  a  committee  to  call  the  dea- 
cons or  other  church  officers  to  an  account ;  and  if  need 
he,  commence  and  prosecute  any  suits  touching  the  same, 
and  also  to  advise  and  assist  such  deacons  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  the  income  of  the  grants  income  of  the 
made,  or  to  be  made  to   any  one  such  body  politic,  for  ficeidaooiTper 
pious  and  charitable  uses,  shall  not   exceed  the   sum  of  *°"""' 
Three  hundred  pounds  per  annum.      Febnianj  20y  1786. 

1786.  — Chapter  62. 

[February  Seulon,  ch.  13.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  FENCES.  Chap.    52 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represetita- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same^  That  in  every  town  and  district  within  this  Fence  viewers 
government,  there  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  the  inhabi-  ^JJa^if^" 
tants  thereof,  at  the  time  of  their  meeting,  for  the  choice  ■^®™' 
of  town  officers,  two  or  more  judicious  and  discreet  free- 
holders, being  inhabitants  of  the  same  town  or  district,  to 
be  fence  viewers,  to  be  sworn  as  other  town  officers  are 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office, 
each  of  whom,  in  case  of  refusal,  after  seven  days  notice,  lo  case  of 
shall  pay  a  fine  of  thirty  shillings  and  another  person  shall  '•'«"*M>«n*>*y- 
be  forthwith  chosen  in  his  stead,  the  fine  to  be  to  the  use 
of  the  same  town  or  district. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  fences  of  four  feet  high,  and  in  good  repair,  con-  fo^twgh'to^be 
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sisting  of  rails,  timber,  boards  or  stone  walls ;  and  also 
brooks,  rivers,  ponds,  creeks,  ditches  and  hedges,  or  other 
matter  or  thing  equivalent  thereto,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
fence  viewers,  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  same  shall 
lye,  shall  be  accounted  legal  and  sufficient  fences ;  and 
the  respective  occupants  of  lands  enclosed  with  fence, 
shall  keep  up  and  maintain  partition  fences  between  their 
and  the  next  adjoining  enclosures,  in  equal  halves,  so 
long  as  both  parties  continue  to  improve  the  same  ;  and  in 
case  either  party  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  repair  or 
rebuild  the  fence  which  of  right  he  ought  to  maintain,  the 
aggrieved  party  may  forthwith  apply  to  two  or  more 
fence  viewers  of  such  town,  duly  chosen  and  sworn,  to 
survey  the  same ;  and  upon  their  determination  that  the 
fence  is  insufficient,  they  shall  signify  the  same  in  writing 
to  the  occupant  of  the  land,  and  direct  him  to  repair  or 
rebuild  the  same  within  six  days ;  and  if  the  same  fence 
shall  not  be  repaired  or  rebuilt  within  the  said  term  of 
six  days,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  complainant  that 
improves  the  lands  adjoining,  to  make  up,  amend  or  repair 
the  deficiency ;  and  when  the  same  shall  be  compleated 
and  adjudged  sufficient  by  two  or  more  of  the  fence  view- 
ers, and  the  value  thereof,  together  with  the  fence  viewers 
fees  ascertained  in  writing,  the  complainant  shall  have  a 
right  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  occupant,  lessor  or 
freeholder  of  the  land  where  the  fence  was  deficient  us 
aforesaid,  at  his  election,  double  the  sum  thus  ascertained  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  expence  of  amending,  surveying  and 
viewing  the  fence;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to 
make  payment  thereof,  for  the  space  of  one  calendar 
month  after  demand  made  of  the  person  against  whom  he 
shall  make  his  election,  he  may  sue  for  aud  recover  the 
same,  by  a  special  action  of  the  case  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  the  same,  and  interest,  one  per  cent,  per  month 
until  judgment  shall  be  rendered  therefor. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  when  any  dispute  shall 
arise  about  the  respective  occupants  right  in  partition 
fences,  and  his  or  their  obligation  to  maintain  the  same, 
upon  application  made  by  either  party  to  two  or  more 
fence  viewers  of  such  town  where  the  lands  lye,  they  are 
hereby  empowered  after  due  notice  to  each  party  to 
attend  at  time  and  place  if  they  see  cause,  to  assign  to 
each  party  his  share  thereof,  in  writing:  which  assign- 
ment being  recorded  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  shall  be 
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binding  upon  such  persons,  and  the  succeeding  occupiers 

of  the  respective  lands,  and  they  obliged  always  thereafter 

to  maintain  their  part  of  said  fence;  and  in  case  any  of '^°^*"®^*- 

the  parties  shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  erect,  keep  up  and 

maintain  the  part  to  such  party  assigned ;  the  same  may 

be  done  by  the  aggrieved  party,  in  the  manner  before  in 

this  act  provided,  and  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to 

double  the  sum  ascertained,  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  and  to 

be  recovered  in  like  manner.     And  all  divisional  fences 

between   man   and   man,   shall    be   kept  in  good  repair 

throughout  the  year,  unless  the  occupiers  of  the  lands  on 

both  sides,  shall  otherwise  agree. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  lands  belonging  to,  or  occupied  by  different  ^^"j^JS"^" 
persons,  and  subjected  to  be  fenced,  are  bounded  upon,  diSereniper. 
or  divided  from  each  other  by  any  brook,  pond,  or  creek,  boond^  upon 
which  of  itself  is  not  a  sufficient  fence  in  the  judgment  of  ||^<>ok».  pond>, 
the  fence  viewers,  and  it  is  in  their  opinion  impracticable 
without  unreasonable  expence  for  the  partition  fence  to 
be  made  in  the  middle  or  other  part  thereof,  being  the 
true  boundary  line  between  them ;  if  in  such  case  the  in  iuch  < 
occupant  of  the  laud  on  one  side,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  join  with  the  occupant  of  the  land  on  the  other  side,  in 
making  a  partition  fence  on  one  side  or  the  other,  or  shall 
disagree  respecting  the  same,  then  two  or  more  fence 
viewers  of  the  town  or  towns  wherein  such  lands  lye,  on 
application  to  them  made,  shall  forthwith  view  such  brook, 
river,  pond,  or  creek  ;  and  if  they  shall  determine  the 
same  not  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  sufficient  fence,  and 
that  it  is  impractic:»ble  to  fence  at  the  true  boundary  line ; 
they  shall  judge  and  detennine  how,  or  on  which  side 
thereof,  the  fence  shall  be  set  up  and  maintained,  or 
whether  partly  on  one  side,  and  partly  on  the  other  side, 
as  to  them  shall  appear  just,  and  reduce  such  their  deter- 
mination to  writing,  having  first  given  notice  to  the  par- 
ties to  be  present  at  such  assignment :  and  if  either  of 
the  parties  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  up  and  main- 
tain the  part  of  the  fence  to  such  party  belonging,  accord- 
ing to  the  fence  viewers'  determination  in  writing  as 
aforesaid,  the  same  may  be  done  and  performed,  as  in 
this  act  is  before  provided,  and  the  delinquent  party  sub- 
ject to  the  same  costs  and  charges,  and  to  be  recovered  in 
like  manner. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
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Where  Unds 
belonging  to  two 
persons,  nave 
been  improved 
without  a  parti- 
tion fence,  and 
one  of  the  ooca- 

Sants  shall  be 
eslroas  to  im- 
{>rove  his  part 
n  severalty,  the 
other  occupant 
refnslDg,  the 
fence  viewers  to 
divide  the  same. 


Parties  eeasing 
to  improve  their 
lands,  or  shall 
lay  Indoenres  in 
common,  not  to 
take  away  any 
part  of  the 
partition  fence. 

Proviso. 


That  where  any  lands  belonging  to  two  persons  in  sever- 
alty shall  have  been  improved  in  common  without  a  parti- 
tion fence  between  them,  and  one  of  the  occupants  shall 
be  desirous  to  improve  his  part  in  severalty,  and  the  other 
occupant  shall  refuse  or  neglect,  on  demand,  to  divide 
the  line  where  the  fence  ought  to  be  built,  or  to  build  a 
sufficient  fence  on  his  part  of  the  line  when  divided,  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  party  desiring  it,  to  have  the 
same  divided  and  assigned  by  two  or  more  of  the  fence 
viewers  of  the  same  town,  in  the  way  and  manner  in 
this  act  provided ;  and  the  same  fence  viewers  may  in 
writing  assign  a  reasonable  time,  having  regard  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  for  making  up  the  fence  ;  and  if  the 
occupant  complained  of  shall  not  build  and  erect  his  part 
of  the  fence  within  the  time  so  assigned,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  other  party,  after  having  made  up  his 
own  part  of  the  fence,  to  make  up  the  other's  part,  and 
recover  therefor  double  the  sum  it  shall  cost,  with  the 
fees  of  the  fence  viewers,  in  the  way  and  manner  in  this 
act  before  provided. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  one  party  shall 
cease  to  improve  his  land,  or  shall  lay  his  inclosure, 
before  under  improvement,  in  common,  he  shall  not  have 
a  right  to  take  away  any  part  of  the  partition  fence  that  to 
him  belongs,  adjoining  to  the  next  inclosure  that  is  im- 
proved :  Provided  the  party  continuing  to  improve  will 
allow  and  pay  therefor,  so  much  as  two  or  more  fence 
viewers  shall  in  writing  determine  the  reasonable  value 
thereof.  And  whenever  any  lands  which  have  laid 
unimproved  and  in  common,  shall  be  afterwards  enclosed 
or  improved  by  depasturing,  the  occupant,  lessor  or  free- 
holder thereof,  shall  pay  for  the  one  half  of  each  partition 
fence  standing  upon  the  divisional  line  between  the  same 
land  and  the  land  of  the  enclosures  of  any  other  occupant 
or  proprietor,  the  value  and  part  thereof  to  be  ascertained 
in  writing,  in  case  they  shall  not  agree  between  them- 
selves, by  two  or  more  of  the  fence  viewers  of  the  same 
town  wherein  such  line  lyes ;  and  in  case  such  occupant, 
lessor,  or  proprietor  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  pay  for  a  moiety  of  the  partition  fences,  for  the  space 
of  thirty  days  after  demand  made,  (the  value  having  been 
ascertained  as  aforesaid)  the  proprietor  of  the  fence  may 
have  and  maintain  in  form  aforesaid,  an  action  of  the  case 
for  such  value  and  the  costs  of  ascertaining  the  same. 
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And  in  all  cases  where  the  line  upon  which  partition  fence  J^%\pj^**{J° 
is  to  be  made  or  divided,  is  the  boundary  line  of  one  or  boundary  lines 
more  towns,  or  partly  in  one  town,  and  partly  in  another  townS.a^en(ro 
town,  a  fence  viewer  shnll  be  taken  from  each  town.  ukin  from  each. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  a  water  fence,  or  when  a  water 
fence  running  into  the  water  is  necessary  to  be  made,  the  M?J*uahdiibe 
same  shall  be  done  in  equal  halves,  unless  by  the  parties  hJhTei?  ***"** 
otherwise  agreed  :  and  in  case  either  party  shall  refuse  or 
neglect   to   make   or   maintain   the   share  to  such  party 
belonging,  similar  proceedings  shall  be  had,  as  in  other 
cases  of  the  like  kind  respecting  fences  out  of  the  water, 
in  this  act  mentioned. 

Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  shall  ^'^^'^' 
extend  to  house  lots,  the  contents  of  which  do  not  exceed 
half  an  acre  ;  but  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lots  shall 
improve,  his  neighbour  shall  be  compellable  to  make,  and 
maintain  one  half  of  the  fence  between  them,  whether 
he  improve  or  not ;  or  to  make  void  any  written  agreement 
respecting  the  making  or  maintaining  partition  fences. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  fence  viewer  duly  ^^^ee  viewert 

,  J*  ,  J  ^••i_'  J  neglecting  their 

chosen  and   sworn,  who  on   due  notice   given  him,  and  duty. 
being  requested,  by  any  person  interested,  to  view  any 
fence,  complained  of  as  insufficient,  shall  neglect  forth- 
with to  attend  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ^o^***""*- 
twenty  shtllinffs^  to  him   or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same,    within  forty  days   after   such   neglect;  and   each  ^heir fe«a. 
fence  viewer  shall  be  paid  Jive  shillings  a  day,  txoo  shiU 
lings  and  eight  pence  for  half  a  day,  and  under  that  one 
shilling  and  six  pence,  for  the  time  he  shall  be  engaged 
in  the  business  of  his  office,  by  the  person  employing  him. 
And  in  case  the  complainant  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  fence 
viewers  their  legal  fees  within  thirty  days  after  the  service 
done,  they  may  severally  recover  by  an  action  of  the  case, 
double  the  amount  of  such  fees  ;  and  each  fence  viewer  may 
be  a  witness,  for  or  against  his  companion  in  such  suit.    And  m'lJe.repJfaieT 
all  laws  heretofore  made  respecting  partition  fences,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  lands  held  or  improved  in  severalty,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are  repealed.  February  21,  1786. 

1785.  — Chapter  53. 

[February  Session,  ch.  15.] 
AN  ACT  CONCERNINQ  GENERAL  AND  COMMON  FIELDS,  ChaV.    53 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives  in  General  Oourt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
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Proprietors  of 
general  fiolde, 
&e.  may  meet 
together  anou- 
ally,  to  make 
&  adopt  mlee 
and  modea  of 
improvement. 


Proprietor  of 
eacD  lot  to 
maintalD  his 
part  of  the 
whole  fence, 
until,  &c. 


Justices  of  the 
Peace  empow- 
ered  to  issue  a 
warrant  for  a 
meeting. 


The  whole  gen- 
eral fence  shall 
be  measured,  & 
each  proprie- 
tor's part 
apportioned. 


Charges  of 
dividing,  &c. 
how  borne. 


of  the  same,  That  in  any  and  every  town  or  plantation 
in  this  Commonwealth  where  several  allotments  of  land 
are  enclosed  and  fenced  in  one  general  field,  or  where 
they  have  been  so  enclosed,  fenced  and  improved,  or 
where  all  the  proprietors  of  any  land  shall  hereafter  see 
cause  to  enclose,  fence,  and  improve  the  same  in  such 
manner,  such  proprietors  may,  sometime  in  March  annu- 
ally, and  from  time  to  time  as  they  judge  proper,  meet 
together  to  make  such  rules  and  adopt  such  modes  of 
improvement  as  they  shall  think  just  and  equitable,  and 
most  for  the  general  benefit ;  and  the  proprietor  or  pro- 
prietors of  each  lot  respectively,  during  the  time  of  his  or 
their  pasturing,  planting,  mowing,  or  otherwise  improv- 
ing his  or  their  part  in  such  general  field,  shall  make  and 
maintain  his  or  their  respective  part  of  the  whole  fence, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  acres  of  land  contained  in 
his  or  their  allotment,  until  the  major  part  of  the  propri- 
ety, at  a  meeting  of  such  proprietors  legally  warned  for 
that  purpose,  shall  see  cause  to  alter  the  form  of  their 
improvement.  And  for  the  better  enabling  such  proprie- 
tors to  call  a  meeting  for  the  ends  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  of  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
where  such  lands  lie,  upon  application  to  him  made  by 
any  two  of  the  proprietors  of  such  general  fields,  to  issue 
out  a  warrant  for  such  meeting :  which  warrant  and  also 
the  notification  of  the  meeting  shall  express  the  business 
thereof  and  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as 
those  for  calling  a  meeting  of  proprietors  of  common 
lands  prescribed  by  *«  An  act  relating  to  lands,  wharves 
and  other  real  estate  undivided  and  lying  in  common," 
passed  March  10,  1784.  And  the  whole  general  fence 
shall  be  measured,  and  each  proprietor's  part  set  out  and 
apportioned  by  two  or  three  discreet,  indifierent  persons 
appointed  and  sworn  fiir  that  purpose,  by  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  unless  the  major  part  of 
the  propriety  agree  and  proportion  the  same  among 
themselves.  And  when  the  proportion  of  each  proprietor 
in  such  general  fence  is  adjusted  and  determined,  the 
same  shall  be  entered  upon  record  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
propriety;  and 'where  there  is  no  such  Clerk,  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  town  wherein  the  land  lies,  any  law,  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  charge  arising  by  dividing  and  setting  off  the 
several  parts  of  such  fence  to  and  among  the  proprietors 
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of  lands  enclosed  and  fenced  in  one  general  field,  and  also 
the  charge  of  making  and  maintaining  of  such  fence  as 
cannot  justly  be  set  off  to  any  particular  proprietor  or 
proprietors,  as  his  or  their  part,  shall  be  borne  by  the 
several  proprietors  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
interests  in  such  field. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  proprietors  of  such  general  fields  respectively  Proprietoriem. 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  f°iTeIiuch**»aiiis 
in  a  proprietors  meeting  for  that  purpose  regularly  con-  Jhey  •tSJi  ^idge 
vened,  by  a  major  vote  of  the  proprietors  then  present  °««««">^y- 
(the  vote  to  be  collected  according  to  the  interest  of  the 
proprietors)  to  agree  upon  and  pass  one  or  more  votes 
for  the  raising  and  collecting  such  sura  or  sums  of  money 
from   time   to   time   as   they   shall   judge   necessary  for 
defraying  the  charges  aforesaid,  and  for  carrying  on,  or 
managing,  any  common  affairs  relating  to  such  proprie- 
tors;  and  that  they  be  alike  empowered  to  choose  three  TochooM 
or  five  Assessors  for  the  assessing  and  apportioning  such  cSiVctorL." 
sura  or  sums  so  agreed  on  and  voted  upon  the  proprietors 
of  such  fields,  according  to  their  several  interests  therein  ; 
and  to  appoint  a  Collector  or  Collectors  to  gather  in  and 
collect  the  same  ;  which  Collector  or  Collectors  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby,  fully  empowered  to  levy  and  collect  the 
sum  or  sums  so  set  and  apportioned  for  such  proprietors 
to  pay,  in  the  same  manner  as  Constables  of  towns  within 
this  Commonwealth  are  empowered  to  levy  and  collect 
the  public  rates  or  taxes ;  and  to  pay  in  the  same  to  the  Proprietor** 
proprietors  or  their  Clerk,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  ercdto"ira^ 
grant  warrants,  for  the  levying  and  collecting  such  assess-  SJySg'ind' 
ment  at  such  time  as  shall  be  by  them  appointed  for  the  ^*®nenu. 
payment  thereof;  and  such  Clerk  shall  be  accountable  to 
the  proprietors  therefor :  the  person  or  persons  so  assess- 
ing the  said  proprietors,  and  the  Collector  or  Collectors,  ^•"c'Srltobe 
that  shall  be  so  appointed  for  the  gathering  and  collect-  under  oath. 
ing  the  sum  or  sums  so  granted  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
said  proprietors  to  be  assessed  and  collected  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  under  oath  for  the  tnie  and  faithful  performance 
of  their  services  respectively  ;  which  oath  shall  be  admin- 
istered to  them  as   the   law  provides  for  swearing  town 
officers. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That   any  such    proprietor  who  proprietors 
apprehends  himself  aggrieved,  or  overrated  in  the  making  S?ff[aiSd,°a't 
or  apportioning   such  assessment,  shall   have    liberty  to  "*>«^y '^^  *PP^y 
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^r  relief  to  the  apply  to  the  Justiccs  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
•loM.**    *'"      in  the  respective  counties  where  such  fields  lie  for  relief; 
and  in  such  case  the  said  Justices  are  hereby  fiilly  em- 
powered to  grant  relief  accordingly  ;  and  their  judgment 
shall  be  final. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
^i^x^&^ln      That  the  proprietors  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part  of  such 
roaybechoien.  of  them  as  shall  be  present  at  a  meeting  legally  warned 
for  that  purpose,  may  choose  haywards  or  field  drivers, 
who  shall  be  under  oath,  and  shall  have  the  same  powers 
as  if  they  had  been  chosen  by  a  town. 
^I2in**^hai?*"      ^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  proprietor  in  any 
beprofieded      commou  or  general  field  shall  put,  or  cause  to  be  put 
rwncd'noianS    therein  any  horse,  cattle,  sheep,  or  other  creature,  over 
in  the  field.       ^^j  abovc   the  number  allowed  him,  or  before  the  day 
agreed   upon ;  or  keep  them  longer  there  than  the  time 
set  and  limited,  by  a  major  vote  of  the  proprietors,  he  shall 
be  deemed  a  trespasser ;  and  his  creatures  so  put  in  shall 
be  proceeded  with  by  any  of  the  proprietors  as  creatures 
taken   damage  faisant,  to   all  intents   and   purposes,  as 
much  as  if  he  owned  no  land  within  such  general  field. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
?y ISSSf  of  the  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  trespass  or  trespasses, 
*nj^ffl«Jcncy  of  shall  bc  done  in  any  common  or  general  field  by  reason 
intf,  damagee"     of  the  insuflScicncy  of  the  fence  belonging  to  any  person 
l^wMedac.      owning  the  adjoining  land,  the  party  or  parties  injured 
apprSLment.    ^^^'^  forthwith    procurc  two   suflScient  persons   of  good 
repute  to  view  and  adjudge  of  the  damage  done,  giving 
notice  of  such  trespass  to  the  owner  or  claimer  of  the 
horse,  cattle,  sheep  or  other  creature,  that  did  the  same 
(if  he  be  known  and  resident  in  the  same  town  or  near 
thereto)  that  he  may  be  present,  and  nominate  one  of  the 
appraisers  of  such  damage,  if  he  see  cause:  and  the  dam- 
age shall  be  answered  according  to  such  appraisement. 
And  where  damage  happens  through  the  insufficiency  of 
the  fence,  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  land  to  which  the 
defective  fence   belongs,  shall  be   liable  to   answer   and 
make  good  all  such  damage. 
Each  proprietor      ^rid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  proprietor  of  lands 

Rhall  once  Id  ,,  i«i  •  r»iiiti 

two  yearn  run     lymor  unfenccd,  or  m  any  common  field,  shall  once  in  two 

lines,  ifcc.  ^o  .'  J  .  .i-i. 

years,  on  six  or  more  days  warning,  previously  given  him 
by  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  the  land  next  adjoin- 
ing, run  the  lines,  and  make  or  keep  up  the  boundaries 
between  their  respective  lands  by  sufficient  mear-stones, 
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on  pain  that  every  party  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  J]J!£2{°"*'**' 
forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  to  the  party  moving,  or 
requesting  to  run  the  line  ;  the  conviction  of  such  neglect 
or  refusal,  being  had  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace 
within  the  same  county,  who  is  hereby  empowered  to 
hear  and  determine  the  case. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law-  JJJ^PlJ^^JSdK 
ful,  to  and  for  the  proprietors  who  own  the  major  part  of  conSnuVtheir* 
the  interest  or  property  in  any  common  or  general  field,  «®°«™**«*«* 
at  a  legal  meeting  to  be  warned  for  that  purpose,  to  dis- 
solve and  discontinue  such  field  ;  six  months  being  allowed 
to  elapse  before  such  discontinuation. 

Provided  always^  and  be  it  further  enacted y  That  nuth-  Proviso. 
ing  contained  in  this  act  shall  prevent  or  hinder  the 
proprietors  of  any  such  common  field  already  fenced,  from 
making  and  maintaining  their  fences  according  to  rules 
and  orders  formerly  agreed  on  by  them  at  any  meeting 
legally  warned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  at  every  meeting  of  such  proprietors,  the  votes  shall  JctSS&coamed 
by  the  Moderator  be  collected  and  counted  according  to  f^sording  u>  the 

!•  n    \  *  I  i»^         intdrest  or  tbe 

the  mterests  of  the  proprietors  present,  where  such  mter-  proprieto™ 
ests  are  known.  And  whereas  it  often  happens  that  meeSogt^ 
horses,  cattle,  and  other  creatures,  are  clandestinely  turned 
into  general  fields,  or  being  unruly,  break  into  the  same, 
in  places  where  the  fence  is  good  and  sufficient  according 
to  law ;  and  when  in  such  cases  proprietors  of  general 
fields  impound  horses,  cattle,  or  other  creatures,  the 
owners  replevy  them  because  the  fence  enclosing  the 
general  field  is  deficient  in  some  distant  place  from  that 
where  the  horses,  cattle,  or  other  creatuies,  entered  the 
same,  and  in  consideration  of  such  deficiency  judgment  is 
unreasonably  recovered  against  such  proprietors  : 

Be  it  therefcyre  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  whenever  horses,  cattle,  or  other  creatures,  shall  be  when  hones. 
clandestinely  turned   into   any  general   field,    or,    being  ciaDdesUoJiy^ 
unruly,    break  into   the  same,    and   shall  be   taken   and  ^nere/fldd!°& 
impounded  by  a  proprietor  thereof,  and  a  writ  of  replevin  SS'^wriTof***' 
shall  be  purchased  by  the  owner  of  the  horses,  cattle,  or  ^^b*"the"'' 
other  creatures,  so  impounded,  for  the  purpose  of  replevy-  owner,  judg- 
ing  them,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Court  or  Justice  SvenhTLvonr 
before  whom  the  action  shall  be   brought,  to  give  judg-  ^r'S? SiTSew. 
ment  in  favour  of  the  proprietor  of  the  general  field,  upon 
his  producing  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  said  Court  or 
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Justice,  that  the  horses,  cattle,  or  other  creatures,  replevied 
as  aforesaid,  were  either  clandestinely  turned  into  the 
general  field  or  broke  into  the  same  in  a  part  thereof 
where  the  fence  was  good  and  sufficient  according  to  law, 
some  other  parts  of  the  fence  enclosing  the  general  field 
being  deficient  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  it  often  happens  in  fencing  general  fields^ 

for  the  conveniency  of  fencing^  considerable  qxtantities  of 

rocky  and  barren  land  not  capable  of  tillage^  are  taken  into 

such  fields^  the  owner's  of  which  may  be  obliged  to  make 

fence,  and  also  pay  taxes  equally  with  the  other  proprietors 

whenever  an  assessment  is  made  by  the  proprietors  of  such 

field  ;  which  is  very  unjust : 

roJk*"r°b»rren       ^^  *^  therefore  further  enacted.  That  all  lands  now  lying 

lands,  Dot         in  general  fields,  or  that  hereafter  may  be  taken  into  the 

wiy^krt ofthe*  samc,  that  are  so  rocky  or  barren  that  the  owners  thereof 

fence, &c.         j^^^^  ncvcr  improvcd  them,  either  by  mowing,  plowing, 

or  feeding,  such  owners  shall  not  be  obliged  to  make,  on 

account  of  such  lands,  any  part  of  the  fence  in  compassing 

Not  to  be  taxed  such  general  fields;  nor  shall  they  be  taxed  for  them  in 

Snprove^ment!*'*  ^^^  ^'titc  or  tax,  raised  by  the  proprietors  of  such  field, 

until  they  shall  make  improvement  thereon. 

And  lohereas  the  minor  part  of  the  owner's  or  proprietors 
of  common  fields  in  some  instances  have  been  and  may  be 
desirous  of  a  partition  of  such  field  into  two  or  more  distinct 
fields  from  a  persuasion  that  their  shares  or  lots  7pight  (if 
separated  and  fenced  off  from  the  rest)  be  improved  much 
more  to  their  advantage  in  some  manner  different  Jrom  tJiat 
agreed  on  by  the  majority.     To  the  end  therefore  that  such 
of  the  otvners  as  are  or  may  be  so  minded,  may  not  be 
unreasonably  restrained  by  the  rest  from  having  stich  par- 
tition : 
JlSd?n' wSJn'       ^^  *^  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  any 
any  three  or       three  or  morc  of  the  owners  or  proprietors  of  lots  in  any 
SrtlrTO«i?ous  common  or  general  field  lying  within  one  general  fence  or 
?ntSt5oo*r°°      enclosure,  shall  make  application  in  writing  under  their 
more  fleidii.       hands  to   the  proprietors  of  such   field  (at  any  meeting 
legally  warned   for   that   purpose)  to   have   the   lots  or 
shares  of  the  owners  or  proprietors  so  applying,  or  theirs 
with  other  lots  or  shares  (taken  together)  to  make  one 
entire  6eld,  to  be  separated  from  the  rest  by  one  common 
fence,  and  to  be  improved  as  a  distinct  and  separate,  but 
common  field ;  in  such  case,  if  the  proprietors  who  have 
the  greater   part  of  the  interest   among   those  who   are 
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present  at  such  meeting,  shall  withhold,  or  refuse  their 
assent  to  such  division  or  partition,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  upon  application  made 
to  them,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  freeholders  within 
the  said  county,  (under  oath)  to  make  the  partition 
prayed  for,  if  it  shall  appear  to  such  committee  to  be 
expedient,  and  to  assign  to  each  field  its  part  or  propor- 
tion of  the  divisional  fence  in  consequence  of  such  parti- 
tion, to  be  made,  kept  up  and  maintained  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  respective  common  fields ;  and  the 
return  being  made  under  the  hand  of  the  major  part  of 
such  committee,  and  accepted  by  the  said  Court  of  Ses- 
sions, the  fields  so  separated  shall  be  considered  as 
distinct  and  separate  common  fields,  and  the  owners  or 
proprietors  of  each  field,  a  distinct  and  separate  propriety, 
as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  ihe 
owners  or  proprietors  of  such  general  field  were  consid- 
ered before  such  partition  was  made.  Provided^  That  no  P«>viw. 
order  for  •  partition  be  made,  or  committee  appointed, 
until  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  have  been  duly  notified 
of  such  application,  and  opportunity  given  them  to  make 
their  objections  thereunto ;  which  notice  shall  be  given  by 
serving  the  Clerk  of  such  proprietors  with  a  copy  of 
such  written  application,  thirty  days  at  least  before  such 
order  o\  appointment  be  made  ;  and  every  committee  that 
shall  be  appointed  and  employed  as  aforesaid,  shall  make 
return  of  their  doings  in  writing  under  their  hands,  unto 
the  said  Court,  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  for  acceptance 
and  confirmation :  and  the  proprietors  whose  interest 
shall  be  so  set  off,  as  well  as  the  remaining  proprietors, 
shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  powers  and  privileges  which 
the  proprietors  of  general  fields  are  by  law  vested  with. 

February  24,  1786. 
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[February  Seeslon,  ch.  16.] 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  JONATHAN  PEARSON  FROM  THE    SOUTH  ChuV.    54 
PARISH   IN   IPSWICH,  IN   THE   COUNTY   OF   ESSEX,  AND   TO 
ANNEX  HIM  TO  THE  FIRST  PARISH  IN  ROWLEY. 

Whereas  for  the  greater  convenience  of  attending  the  Preamble. 
public  worship  of  God,  it  is  found  expedient  to  set  o^  Jona- 
than Pearson  and  family  with  two  pieces  of  land,  the  first 
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piece  with  the  dwelling  house  and  other  buildings  thereon^ 
containing  about  thirtt/'three  acres^  boundt-d  easterly  by  the 
country  road^  southerly  by  land  of  Purchase  Jewett,  west- 
erly by  lands  of  Peletiah  Kinsman  and  Nathaniel  Farley, 
northerly  by  /anrf«  q/"  Stephen  Jewett,  and  Daniel  Dresser, 
to  the  road  first  mentioned;  the  second  piece  containing 
about  eight  acres  and  bounded  as  follows^  viz. :  beginning 
at  the  ecuslerly  comer  thereof  thence  running  southwesterly 
by  land  of  said  Nathaniel  Farley  ;  thence  northwesterly  by 
other  land  of  said  Pearson  ;  thence  northeastei'ly  by  land  of 
Eliphalet  Jewett ;  thence  southeasterly  by  land  of  Stephen 
Jewett  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned;  Jrom  the  south  parish 
in  Ipswich,  to  the  first  parish  in  Kowley. 

Be  it  e?iacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
2on*&^°rt*?fl  ^^^  «awie,  That  the  abovesaid  Jonathan  Pearson  with  his 
family,  land  and  buildings  as  above  described,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  set  off  from  the  south  parish  in  Ipswich 
and  annexed  to  the  first  parish  in  Rowley^  and  shall  for- 
ever hereafter  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  said  first 
parish  in  Rowley^  for  the  purpose  of  being  held  and 
obliged  to  pay  their  respective  proportions  of  all  taxes 
for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  that  may  arise  within  the 
same.  February  25,  1786. 

1785.  — Chapter  55. 

[February  Session,  ch.  17.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  NORTHERLY  PARISH  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  SHREWSBURY,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER, 
INTO  A  SEPARATE  TOWN,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  B07LST0N. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
Boundaries.  the  Same,  That  the  lands  hereinafter  described,  viz. :  Begin- 
ning at  Worcester  town  line  at  a  heap  of  stones,  between 
Nathaniel  Haywood's  and  Jonathan  LovelVs,  and  running 
east  nine  degrees  north,  seventeen  rods  and  an  half;  thence 
north,  six  degrees  east  forty  rods;  thence  east  thirteen 
and  a  quarter  degrees  north,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  rods ;  thence  east  twenty  degrees  north  till  you 
come  to  the  lands  of  Nathan  Bannister;  thence  south 
sixteen  degrees  west  thirty-five  rods ;  thence  east  twelve 
degrees  north,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  rods;  thence 
north  twenty-six  degrees  east,  seventy-four  rods ;  thence 
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east  twenty  degrees  north  till  you  come  to  the  land  of 
Jonathan  FassetCs^  thence  south  forty  degrees  east  sixty- 
two  rods ;  thence  west  twenty-nine  degrees  south  forty- 
four  rods ;  thence  south  two  degrees  west  thirty-seven 
rods  ;  thence  east  thirteen  degrees  north  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  rods  ;  thence  south  twenty-one  degrees  west  forty- 
eight  rods ;  thence  east  forty-three  degrees  south  thirty- 
four  rods  ;  thence  east  twenty-four  degrees  south  twenty- 
nine  rods,  to  Northborough  town  line  ;  bounding  south  on 
Shrewsbury^  easterly  on  the  towns  of  Northborough  and 
Berlin y  northerly  on  the  towns  of  Lancaster  and  Sterling^ 
and  westerly  on  the  towns  of  Holden  and  Worcester^  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  inoorpontodk 
of  Boylston:  and  said  town  is  hereby  invested  with  all  the  ^^^^.  ^*'** 
powers,  privileges  and  immunities  that  an)*^  town  within 
this  Commonwealth  is  entitled  unto,  agreeably  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  y  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  To  pay  their 
of  Boylston  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all  taxes  already  SIxw  UreSd/ 
granted  to  be  raised  in  the  said  town  of  Shrewsbury.  granted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  weights  and  measures,  one  half  of  the  town's  Townstock.&c. 
securities  and  town  stock,  which  were  the  property  of  the  *<>*»« ***^*<'«^- 
town  of  Shrewsbury y  shall  remain  the  property  of  Shrews- 
bury; and  the  other  half  shall  be  the  property  oi Boylston; 
and  that  the  poor  shall  be  apportioned  and  supported, 
according  to  the  vote  of  the  said  town  of  Shrewsbury ^ 
passed  the  second  day  of  January  in  the  present  year. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Joseph  Wheeler ^  Esq  ;  ^J2£?er  bm- 
be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  can  I'' 
to  bome  principal  inhabitant,  requiring  him  to  warn  and  °'^"°*- 
give  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Boylston 
to  assemble  and  mret  at  some  suitable  time  and  place  in 
the  said  town,  to  choose  all  such  oflScers  as  towns  by  law 
are  required  to  choose  at  their  annual  town  meeting  in  the 
month  of  March.  March  i,  1786, 


1785.— Chapter  56. 

[February  Session,  ch.  18.] 
AN    ACT   FOR    ANNEXING    THAT    PART    OF    THE    PLANTATION  (Jhar)     ^6 
CALLED   FLINTS  TOWN,   WHICH   LAYS    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF  ^'*"/^*    ^^ 
YORK,  TO  THE  COUNTY  OF   CUMBERLAND, 

Whereas  the  dividing  line  betv^een  the  counties  of  York  P'**"*^*®- 
and  Cumberland,  runs  through  the  plantation   of  Flints 
Town,  which  is  inconvenient:  Therefore 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all 
that  part  of  the  said  plantation,  which  now  lies  in  the 
county  of  York,  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  set  off  and  annexed 
to  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  shall  henceforth  be 
considered  as  part  of  the  same ;  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Marcli  5, 1786. 
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[February  SobsIod,  ch.  19.] 

Ghav   57  ^^  ^^"^  repealing  one  clause  of  an  act,  passed  in  the 
^'  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  en- 

titled, **AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  EASTERLY  PART 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SUDBURY,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX, 
INTO  A  SEPARATE  TOWN.  BY  THE  NAME  OF  EAST  SUDBURY ;" 
AND  FOR  PRESCRIBING  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE 
BRIDGES  AND  LONG  CAUSEWAYS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  EAST 
SUDBURY,  POINTED  OUT  IN  THE  SAID  ACT,  SHALL  BE  SUP- 
PORTED AND  MAINTAINED. 

Proambie.  Whei'eas  by  the  said  act,  it  is  enacted,  «'  That  the  inhab- 

itants of  the  said  town  of  East  Sudbury,  and  the  town  of 
Sudbury,  shall  support  and  7naintain  the  bridges  and  long 
causeways,  over  the  river  and  meadows  near  Mr.  Jonathan 
Carters  within  the  town  of  East  Sudbury,  notwithstand- 
ing said  bridges  and  causeways  lying  within  the  town  of 
East  Sudbury,  in  equal  proportion  betioeen  the  said  town 
©/"East  Sudbury,  and  the  town  of  Sudbury."  And  whereas 
it  is  found  to  be  inexpedient  that  the  said  town,  should  any 
longer  support  and  maintain  the  said  bridges  and  cause- 
ways in  common  or  jointly  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Paragryh        authority  of  the  same,  That  the  before  recited  enacting 
repeaie  .  paragraph,  in  the  said  act,  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
{hrbridieJ^&c!*  That  the  town  of  Sudbury  shall,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
tiS»ed** *"**"'  ing  of  this  act,  support  and  maintain  the  Canal  Bridge, 
so  called,  and  the  butments  of  the  said  bridge,  and  sixty- 
four  poles  or  perch  of  the  long  causeway  adjoining  to  the 
said  Canal  Bridge^  and  lying  on  the  south  westerly  side 
of  the  same,  viz, :  beginning  at  the  south-westerly  hut- 
ment of  said  Canal  Bridge,  and  from  thence  running  on 
the  said  causeway,  towards  the  town  of  Sudbury,  to  the 
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utmost  extent  of  sixty-four  poles ;  said  bridge  and  cause- 
way lying  in  the  town  of  East  Sudbury ^  notwithstanding ; 
and  that  the  town  oi  East  Sudbury  shall,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  support  and  maintain  all  the 
bridges  and  causeways  mentioned  in  that  clause  of  the 
aforesaid  act  which  this  repeals ;  excepting  only  such  part 
thereof  as  by  this  act  the  town  of  Sudbury  are  held  to 
support  and  maintain.  March  3^1786. 
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[February  SeiAion,  ch.  4.] 
AN  ACT  TO   PREVENT  GAMING  FOR  MONEY,  OR  OTHER  PROP-  (JJiQfp^    58 

Whereas  the  practice  of  gaming  for  money  or  other  prop--  preamble. 
erty^  is  not  only  injurious^  in  a  high  degree^  to  the  indi^ 
viduals  concerned  therein^  but  also  in  its  tendency^  ruinous 
and  destructive  to  the  State :    . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  sam£^  That  all  notes,  bills,  bonds,  judgments,  mort-  Notea,  bonds, 
gages,  or  other  securities  or  conveyances,  whatsoever,  propenvwon 
given,  granted,  drawn,  entered  into,  or  executed  by  any  decKred"vow. 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  where  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  consideration  of  such  conveyances  or  securities 
shall  be  for  any  money  or  other  valuable  thing  whatsoever, 
won  by  gaming  or  playing  at  cards,  dice  or  any  other  game 
or  games  whatsoever,  or  by  betting  on  the  side  or  hands 
of  any  person  gaming,  or  for  the  reimbursing,  or  repay- 
ing any  money  knowingly  lent,  or  advanced  for  any  gam- 
ing or  betting,  or  lent  and  advanced  at  the  time  and  place 
of  such  play,  to  any  person  or  persons,  so  gaming  or  bet- 
ting, or  that  shall  during  such  play,  so  play  or  bet,  shall 
be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  that  where  such  mortgages, 
securities,  or  other  conveyances  shall  be  of  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  or  shall  be  such  as  incumber  or 
affect  the  same,  —  such  mortgages,  securities  or  other  con- 
veyance, shall  enure,  and  be  to  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of 
such  person  or  persons,  as  should,  or  might  have,  or  be 
entitled  to  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  in  case 
the  said  grantor  or  grantors  thereof,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  incumbering  the  same,  had  been  naturally  dead ; 
and  that  all  grants  or  conveyances  to  be  made  for  the  pre- 
venting of  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  from 
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coming  to,  or  devolving  upon  such  person  or  persons, 
hereby  intended  to  enjoy  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
deemed  fraudulent,  void,  and  of  no  effect,  or  purpose 
whatever. 
m*J!!??f ^by        ^^  ^  *^  further  enacted^  That  any  person  or  persons, 
S?fof'«od^      who  shall  at  any  time,  or  sitting,  by  playing  at  cards, 
recover  the        dicc,  or  any  other  game  or  games  whatsoever,  or  by  bet- 
"™w?nningf*''  tiug  ou  the  sidcs  or  hands  of  such  as  do  game,  lose  to 
withcoeuof      j^jjy  ^jjg  Q^  more  person  or  persons,  so  playing  or  betting, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  any  other  valuable  thing 
whatsoever,  and  shall  pay  or  deliver  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  the  person  or  persons  so  losing  and  paying  or 
delivering  the  same,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sue  for  and 
recover  the  money  or  goods  so  lost  and  paid  or  delivered, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  damages,  to  the  full  value  of  the 
same,  from  the  respective  winner  or  winners  thereof,  with 
costs  of  suit,  by  action  to  be  commenced  within  three 
months  next  after  the    losing,  paying  or  delivering  the 
same,  in   which   it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the   plaintiff  to 
alledge,  in  an  action  of  assumpsit,  that  the  defendant  had 
received  to  the  plaintiff's  use  the  money  so  lost  and  paid ; 
and  in  an  action  of  trover  for  the  goods  so  lost  and  deliv- 
ered, that  they  came  to  the  hands  of  the  defendant  with- 
out mentioning  in  the  declaration  the  particular  manner 
In  ewe  the  per.  and  occasiou  of  the  ofoods  or  monies  being  lost;  and  in 

•on  losing  shall  ,,  ^  l  i_    ii    i  i_ 

notsuewuhin    case  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  lose  such  money  or 

mlTy  b^^iawfui    othcr  thing  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  within  the  time  afore- 

piraon^toSue     ^*^^  really  and  truly,  without  coven  or  collusion,  sue  and 

treWeth'iJva^ue  ^'^'^  ©ffcct  prosccutc  for  the  moucy  or  other  thing  so  by 

'  him  or  them  lost  and  paid  or  delivered  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 

and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  person  or  persons  to  sue 

for  and  recover  treble  the  value  of  the  money,  goods  or 

chattels,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt  upon  this 

statute,  against  such  winner  or  winners  as  aforesaid,  one 

moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  that 

will  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of 

the  poor  of  the  town  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed. 

victed°of^'in.         '^'^^  ^^  *^  further  enacted^  That  any  person  who  shall 

ning  money, &c.  be  couvictcd  ou  an  indictment  of  the  Grand  Jury,  before 

the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  orthe  Supreme 

Judicial  Court,  of  winning  at  any  one  time  or  sitting,  of 

any  person  or  persons,  by  gaming  or  betting  as  aforesaid, 

in  money,  goods  or  chattels,  to  the  value  of  twenty  shil- 

liufffi  or  upwards,  and  of  receiving  the  same,  or  security 
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therefor,  shall,  besides  forfeiting  double  the  amount  or  Forfeiture. 
value  of  the  money,  goods  or  chattels  so  won  and  received, 
to  the  poor  of  the  town  where  the  offence  is  committed,  be 
adjudged  incapable  of  holding,  keeping  or  sustaining, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  office  of  honour  or  profit  in  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  from  the 
time  of  such  conviction :  Provided  always^  such  indict- 
ment be  found  within  eighteen  months  next  after  the 
offence  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  in  suits  hereafter  brought  buiu  brought 
by  the  person  losing  money,  goods  or  chattels  against  the  iSining^'SJr"* 
person  winning  the  same,  when  it  shall  appear  from  ®^°<'"«'*»*** 
the  declaration,  that  the  goods,  said  to  be  lost  came  to 
the  hands  of  the  defendant,  by  gaming,  or  the  money  he 
had  received  was  by  gaming,  then,  and  in  such  case,  if  the 
plaintiff  shall  offer  to  make  oath,  and  if  required  by  the 
Court  where  the  trial  is,  shall  actually  swear  to  the  los- 
ing the  money,  goods  or  chattels  by  gaming  with  the 
defendant,  at  the  time  and  place  alleged,  judgment  shall 
be  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  to  recover  damage,  to  the 
amount  of  the  goods  or  money  the  defendant  has  received 
of  the  plaintiff  by  gaming,  with  costs  of  suit,  unless  the 
defendant  will  swear  that  he  did  not  receive  of  the  plaintiff 
the  money,  goods  or  chattels  for  which  he  is  sued,  or  any 
part  of  them,  by  gaming;  and  when  the  defendant  dis- 
charges himself  on  oath  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  recover  of 
the  plaintiff  his  reasonable  costs. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  provuo. 
so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  supporting  and  proving  any 
declarations  on  the  aforesaid  actions,  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  declarations  are  proved,  but  it  shall  be  considered 
as  optional  with  the  plaintiff  either  to  proceed  in  proving 
his  declaration  in  the  way  specially  provided  in  this  act, 
or  in  the  same  way  other  declarations  are  proved ;  any 
thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall  play  Penalty  for 
at  cards,  dice  or  billiards,  or  with  any  other  implements  SiSJor^wiiSfdl; 
used  in  gaming,  in  any  tavern  or  house  of  entei-tainment,  Jnteltalnment!' 
or  place  licensed  for  retailing  spirituous  liquors,  or  in  any' 
of  the  out  houses,  yards,  gardens  or  appendages  of  the 
same,  or  shall  in  any  of  the  houses  or  licensed  places  afore- 
said, expose  to  view  any  of  the  implements  aforesaid,  or 
shall  be  seen  sitting  at  any  table  therein  with  any  of  the 
said  implements  before  him,  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof 
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before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  any  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  on  the  presentment  of  a  Grand 
Jury,  the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 
not  less  than^rc,  nor  more  than  sixty  shillings^  to  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  town  where  the  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted. March  4,  1 786. 


Chap. 


Preamble. 


Northampton 
Court  ad* 
Joarned,  &c. 


Any  two  Jut* 
tioea  declared  a 
quorum. 


1785.  — Chapter  59. 

[February  SeMion,  eh.  20.] 

59  AN  ACT  FOR  ADJOURNING  NORTHAMPTON  COURT,  AND  TO 
AUTHORIZE  ANY  TWO  OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME 
JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  DO  AND  PERFORM  THE  BUSINESS  OF 
THE  SAID  COURT,  IN  THE  COUNTIES  OF  PLYMOUTH  AND 
BARNSTABLE  RESPECTIVELY,  AT  THE  NEXT  SESSION  OF  THE 
SAID  COURT,  IN  THE  SAID  COUNTIES,  IN  THE  MONTH  OF 
MAT,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN   HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX. 

Whereas  the  suits  civil  and  criminalj  now  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the  Counties  of  Worcester 
and  Hampshire,  are  so  numerous  that  the  time  by  law 
allowed  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  hear 
and  determine  the  same,  with  such  others  as  will  probably 
be  pending  therein  at  their  next  session  in  the  said  counties 
respectively  f  will  be  quite  insufficient  for  that  purpose: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
by  law  to  be  holden  at  Noitthampton^  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Hampshire^  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  next, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  adjourned  unto  the  first  Tuesday  of  May 
next,  then  to  be  held  at  Northampton  aforesaid,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Hampshire^  and  all  matters  civil  or 
criminal  now  pending,  or  that  may  be  there  pending  on 
the  said  last  Tuesday  of  Aprils  shall  be  heard,  tried, 
adjudged  and  determined  in  the  same  Court,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May  next,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as 
though  the  said  Court  had  not  been  adjourned.  And  that 
the  Justices  of  the  same  Court,  or  any  three  of  them,  may 
have  sufficient  time  to  hear  and  determine  the  several  mat- 
ters and  things  that  may  be  pending  thereat,  on  the  said 
first  Tuesday  of  May,  in  the  said  county : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
any  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for 
the  time  being,  may  and  shall  be  a  quorum  for  hearing  and 
determining  the  several   matters   and   things,  civil   and 
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criminal,  pending  in  the  same  Court,  in  the  counties  of 
Plymouth  and  Barnstable  respectively,  at  the  time  assigned 
by  law  for  holding  the  said  Courts  in  the  month  of  May^ 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  as  fully  and 
effectually  as  any  three  or  more  of  them  might  or  could, 
had  this  act  never  been  made.  And  in  case,  from  any 
unforeseen  event,  two  of  the  ilustices  of  the  same  Court 
shall  not  meet  on  the  day  assigned  for  holding  the  said 
Courts  respectively,  any  one  of  them  is  hereby  authorised, 
by  writ  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  adjourn  the  same  to  a 
future  day,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  any  two  of  the 
said  Justices  now  may  by  law  adjourn  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  any  former  law,  usage  or  custom,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  March  (?,  1786, 

1785.  — Chapter  60. 

[February  Session,  ch.  21.] 

AN   ACT  TO  SET    OFF    DANIEL    FAY,  ELISHA  BBMIS,  PHISEAS  Qhan     60 
BEMIS,   JOHN   LEONARD   AND    L7DIA    PEIRCE,    FROM    THE  ^* 

TOWN  OF  FRAMINGHAM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX, 
AND  TO  ANNEX  THEM  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  SOUTHBOROUOB, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF    WORCESTER, 

'  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresenta- 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same^  That  the  aforesaid  Daniel  Fay,  Elisha  Bemis, 
Phineas  Bemis,  John  Leonard,  and  Lydia  Peirce,  together 
with  the  lands  contained  within  the  following  lines,  viz. : 
—  Beginning  at  Southborough  line  at  Stone^s  comer,  so  Boundaries. 
called ;  thence  running  south,  six  degrees  west,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  poles,  to  a  small  white  ash  tree,  by  Sud- 
bury river ;  thence  running  up  said  river  by  the  same, 
until  it  comes  to  Southborough  line  ;  thence  on  said  line 
to  the  first  mentioned  bound,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  set 
off  from  the  town  of  Framingham  and  annexed  to  the 
town  of  Southborough,  there  to  do  duty  and  enjoy  privi- 
leges :  and  the  said  inhabitants  and  lands  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  belonging  to  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  the  two 
lines  herein  first  mentioned  shall  be  considered  as  lines 
betwixt  the  county  of  Worcester  and  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex. 

Provided  always.  That  the  persons  and  lands  above- 
mentioned  shall  be  holdcn  to  pay  all  taxes  which,  before 
the  passing  of  this  act,  have  been  legally  assessed  on  them 
by  the  town  of  Framingham,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
this  act  had  not  been  passed.  March  7, 1786. 
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[February  BeMlon,  ch.  22.] 

Chap.    61  ^N  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  THE  TIMES  AND  PLACE  OF  HOLD- 
^  ING  THE  COURT  OF   COMMON  PLEAS,   AND  THE    COURT    OF 

GENERAL  SESSIONS    OF    THE    PEACE,    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF 
BERKSHIRE, 


Preamble. 


Whereas  the  town  of  Lenox,  in  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire, on  account  of  its  central  situation^  appears  to  be  the 
most  suitable  place  for  holding  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas^ 
and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  and 
for  said  county  of  Berkshire,  and  also  the  most  likely  to 
give  general  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  which 
have  heretofore  been  held  in  the  towns  of  Great  BajTing-- 
ton  and  Pittsfield,  in  said  county  of  Berkshire^  be  holden 
in  the  town  of  Lenox,  within  said  county,  on  the  same 
days  as  by  law  they  have  been  accustomed  to  be  hold  in 
the  towns  of  Great  Barrington  Rud  Pittsjield :  and  the  said 
town  of  Lenox  shall  hereafter  be  considered  as  the  shire 
town  in  the  said  county  of  Berkshire;  any  act  or  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  on 
condition  that  the  town  of  Lenox  advance  the  sum  of  Eight 
hundred  pounds  towards  erecting  convenient  buildings, 
agreeably  to  their  own  stipulation  with  the  said  county  of 
Berkshire^  and  not  otherwise.  March  P,  1786, 


1786.  — Chapter  62. 

[February  Seaslon,  eh.  23.] 

Chat)     62  ^^  ^^"^  "^^  PREVENT  TENANTS    IN    COMMON.  JOINT    TENANTS 
P*  AND  COPARCENERS,   FROM    COMMITTING    WASTE,    AND    FOR 

MAKING  PARTITION  OF  THEIR  INTERESTS,  AND  ALSO  DIRECT- 
ING  HOW  JOINT  TENANCIES  SHALL   BE  CREATED. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  HouJie  of  liepresenta- 

tives  in   General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 

Penalty  for       of  the  same,  That  if  any  person  holding  any  lands  in  com- 

dMtroying'ISy'  mou  and  undivided,  shall  cut  down,  destroy  or  carry  away 

trees,  kc. 
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any  trees,  timber,  wood  or  underwood  whatsoever,  stand- 
ing or  lying  on  such  lands,  or  shall  dig  up  or  carry  off  any 
stone  or  ore,  or  any  other  valuable  matter,  or  make  any 
other  strip  or  waste  thereon,  without  first  giving  notice  in 
writing  under  his  or  their  hands,  unto  all  the  persons 
interested  therein,  or  to  their  agents,  factors  or  attorneys, 
forty  days  before  hand,  setting  forth  that  he  or  they  have 
occasion  for,  and  shall  enter  upon  and'  improve  such  lot 
or  lots  of  land  lying  in  common  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  the  sum  o{  forty  shillings  for  every  tree 
measuring  one  foot  diameter,  at  the  distance  of  two  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  for  all  trees  of  greater  dimensions 
three  times  the  value  thereof,  besides  forty  shillings  as 
aforesaid,  and  twenty  shillings  for  every  tree  or  pole  under 
the  dimensions  of  one  foot  diameter,  and  for  other  wood 
or  underwood  so  cut  down,  destroyed  or  carried  away, 
treble  the  value  thereof,  and  treble  damages  for  any  other 
strip  or  waste.  The  said  forfeitures  may  be  recovered  by  uow  recovered, 
any  one  or  more  of  the  persons  interested  in  the  same 
lands  who  may  prosecute  and  sue  for  the  same  in  an  action 
of  trespass  in  his  or  their  own  names,  as  well  on  the  behalf 
of  the  other  co-tenants  except  the  defendant,  without 
being  held  to  name  them  in  the  writ,  as  of  him  or  them- 
selves, one  moiety  of  the  aforesaid  penalties  to  be  for  the 
use  of  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  to  and  for  the  use  of  all  the  co-tenants, 
excepting  the  defendant,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
interest  in  the  land  where  the  trespass  hath  been  com- 
mitted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  persons  having  or  holding,  or  that  hereafter  shall  fandUl^&c*!^"*"* 
have  or  hold,  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  as  tenanuincom- 

.'•'..'  '  mon,  may  be 

tenants  m  common,  joint  tenants  or  coparceners,  may  be  compelled  to 
compelled  by  writ  of  partition  at  the  common  law,  to  ^*^*  e^heeame. 
divide  the  same.  And  when  any  writ  shall  be  brought 
and  served  at  the  suit  of  any  one  or  more  persons  so  inter- 
ested in  any  lot  or  lots  of  land,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, or  a  petition  shall  be  pending  in  Court  for  a  partition 
of  the  same,  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  having  a 
right  or  interest  in  any  such  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, or  holding  any  part  or  share  of  the  same  in  common 
as  aforesaid,  while  such  suit  or  petition  is  depending,  shall 
or  may  cut  down,  destroy  or  carry  away  any  trees,  timber, 
wood  or  underwood,  stone  or  ore  or  other  valuable  matter 
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whatsoever  standing,  growing  or  lying  on  or  belonging  to 

such  lands,  or  shall  otherwise  hurt  or  damage  any  such 

lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  until  partition  can  be 

oommuu°'        ^ade  of  the  same  according  to  law,  on  pain  that  every 

wMte.iSSre     person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  incur  the  like  for- 

pfuamoD  can  be  fei^u^gg  ^^^  penalties  as  are  before  in  this  act  mentioned, 

to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  beforenamed ;  and  for 

such  uses  as  are  beforementioned  and  declared. 

And  to  pret^ent  any  doubts  respecting  the  manner  heirs 
are  to  prosecute  in  the  Courts  of  laWy  for  possession  of 
inheritance  descended  to  theinfrom  a  common  ancestor: 
arS°to*protl?ute  -^^  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in 
iShiriuS?*^"**'  actions  of  waste,  ejectment,  or  other  real  actions,  where 
possession  of  the  inheritimce  alleged  to  have  descended, 
is  the  object  of  the  suit,  they  may  all,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them  join  therein,  or  each  one  may  prosecute  for  his 
particular  share  of  such  inheritance,  and  the  same  rule  shall 
extend  to  joint  tenants  who  are  or  may  be  disseized. 

And  whereas  it  often  happens  that  estates  in  joint  tenancy^ 
are  created  against  the  intentions  of  the  parties  to  giftSy 
grants^  feoffments  and  other  conveyances^  and  also  of  tes- 
tators^ through  the  want  of  the  knowledge  of  the  proper 
terms  to  create  estates  in  common^  and  the  latter  estates  are 
more  beneficial  to  the  Comfnomcealth,  and  consonant  to  the 
genius  of  liepublicks : 
fiint?Md  -Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 

anceiof°Md«,    ^^^  g^ft^,  grants,  feoffments,  devises,  and    other  convey- 
&c.  mode  to  two  auces  of  any  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which 

or  more  per-         i  i  i     n     ,  i 

•oos,  shall  be  havc  been,  or  shall  be  made  to  two  or  more  persons, 
and*J4ju7g™d.  whcthcr  for  years,  for  life,  in  tail  or  in  fee,  shall  be  taken, 
deemed  and  adjudged,  to  be  estates  in  common,  and  not 
in  joint  tenancy,  unless  it  has  been  or  shall  be  therein  said, 
that  the  grantees,  feoffees  or  devisees,  shall  have  or  hold 
the  same  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  jointly,  or  as 
joint  tenants,  or  in  joint  tenancy,  or  to  them  and  the  sur- 
vivor or  survivors  of  them,  or  unless  other  words  be  therein 
used,  clearly  and  manifestly  showing  it  to  be  the  intention 
of  the  parties  to  such  gifts,  grants,  feoffments,  devises  or 
other  conveyances,  that  such  lands,  tenements  and  heredit- 
aments should  vest,  and  be  held  as  joint  estates,  and  not 
as  estates  in  common. 
Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless,   where  any  estate    has   already 

vested  in  the  survivor  or  sui^vivors,  upon  the  principle  of 
joint  tenancy,  it  shall  be  held  in  like  manner,  as  it  would 
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have  been  held  if  this  act  had  never  been  passed ;  any 
thing  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  fivrther  enacted  by  the  authorittj  aforesaid^ 
That  the  act  entitled,  **An  act  to  prevent  coparceners,  ^°J2Sd*&c 
joint  tenants  and  tenants  in  common,  from  commiting  ^ 
waste,  and  for  making  partition  of  their  interest;  and  for 
abolishing  the  principle  of  survivorship  in  joint  tenancy," 
passed  March  sixteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  be,  and  hereby  is,  repealed.  — This  act  to  be 
in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Junej  Anno  Dominiy 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

March  9,  1786, 


Chap.  63 
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[Febrnary  Session,  eh.  24.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  THE  PLACE  OF  HOLDING  ONE  TERM 
OF  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  AND  COURT  OF  GENERAL 
SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN i 
AND  FOR  ESTABLISHING  AN  ADDITIONAL  TERM  OF  THE  SAID 
COURTS,   WITHIN  THE  SAME  COUNTY. 

Whereas  the  extensive  settle^nents  and  increased  popvla-  prcamwe. 
tion  of  the  county  o/*  Lincoln,  make  it  necessary  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  people^  that  an  additional  term  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessio7is 
of  the  Peace y  should  be  established  in  the  said  county,  and 
that  a  more  equal  distribution  of  the  said  Courts,  should 
speedily  take  place  within  the  same: 

Be   it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ilou^se  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  several  Courts  of  Com-  Times  &  places 
mon  Pleas,  and  Courts  of  General  Sessi-.ns  of  the  Peace,  ^urtlJ^inthe 
within,  and  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  shall  in  future  be  liScoL?' 
holden  at  the  times  and  places  hereinafter  mentioned,  and 
not  otherwise,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ; 
that  is  to  say,  one  session  of  each  of  the  said  Courts,  shall 
in  future  be  holden  at  Pownalborough  in  said  county,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  June,  annually  ;  one  session  of  each 
of  the  said  Courts,  shall  be  holden  at  Waldoborough  in 
the  said  county,  on  the   second  Tuesday  of  September 
annually ;  and  that  one  session  of  each  of  the  said  Courts, 
shall  be  holden  at  Halloicell,  in  the  same  county,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  January  annually. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority  aforesaid, 
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Actions  entered 
At  the  Court  to 
be  holden  at 
ITallowell,  may 
be  continaed 
to  the  Court  at 
Pownal  bo  rough. 


Actions  entered 
at  the  Court  to 
be  holden  at 
Waldobo  rough, 
may  be  con- 
tinued to  the 
Court  at  Pow- 
nalborough. 


Licences  to  bo 
granted  at  the 
Court  in  Pow- 
nal bo  rough. 


People  of  the 
county  not  held 
to  provide  any 
Koal  or  county 
house,  except 
in  Pownal. 
borough. 


That  when  and  so  often  as  any  action  or  actions,  shall  be 
entered  and  prosecuted  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to 
be  holden  at  Hallowell  as  aforesaid,  by  any  inhabitant  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons, who  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  thereof,  shall 
be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said 
county,  which  lies  to  the  eastward  of  Damascotta  River 
and  Damascotta  Great  Pond^  so  called,  the  Justices  of  the 
Court  shall  ex  officio^  continue  every  such  action  or  actions, 
to  the  then  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  holden  at 
Pownalborouf/h  as  aforesaid,  unless  the  defendant  or 
defendants,  shall  by  him,  or  themselves,  or  attorney,  con- 
sent to  a  trial. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  and  so  often  as  any  action  or  actions,  shall  be 
entered  and  prosecuted  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to 
be  holden  at  Waldoborough  as  aforesaid,  by  any  inhabitant 
or  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  against  any  person  or 
persons  who  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  thereof, 
shall  be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
said  county  which  lies  to  the  westward  of  Sheep^^cut  River ^ 
so  called,  the  «Tustices  of  the  same  Court,  shall  ex  officio 
continue  every  such  action  or  actions,  to  the  then  next 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  holden  at  Pownalborough 
as  aforesaid,  except  as  in  the  preceding  clause  of  this  act 
is  excepted. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  licences  for  innholding,  and  for  retailing  of  spir- 
ituous rujuors  within  the  said  county,  shall  in  future  be 
granted  and  allowed,  at  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  to  be  holden  annually  at  Pownalborough  as 
aforesaid,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  froKn  the  events  of  the  late  war^  a  thorough 
compliance  at  this  time,  tvith  the  terms  of  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  Coinmonwealth^  made  and  parsed  in 
the  present  year,  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  providing  and  reg- 
idating  of  prisons'^  would  be  peculiarly  burthensome  and 
expensive  to  the  good  people  of  the  said  county  ;  for  remedy 
whereof: 

It  isfirther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
people  of  the  said  county,  shall  not  be  held  to  provide  any 
permanent  county  house  or  goal,  within  the  same,  except 
in  the  town  of  Pownalborough  aforesaid,  any  thing  con- 
tained in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 
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IVovided  always^  and  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  the 
Justices  of  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  shall  provide,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and 
enjoined,  to  make  such  provision  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  securing  of  prisoners,  who  may  be  committed,  and  for 
the  holding  of  Courts  at  Ilallowell  and  Waldoborotigh  as 
aforesaid,  as  shall  in  their  judgment,  be  best  calculated  to 
prevent  escapes,  and  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

March  11,  1786. 


1786.  — Chapter  64. 

[Febraary  SmbIoo,  oh.  25.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ANNEXINQA    CERTAIN    TRIANGULAR    PIECE    OR   Ckap.  64 
PARCEL   OF    LAND    TO    THE    TOWN    OF    SANFORD,    WHICH  ^' 

NATHANIEL  COiV^/VT  PURCHASED  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  aforesaid  triangular  piece  or  parcel  Boundariet. 
of  land,  beginning  at  the  south  east  corner  of  Shapleigh, 
from  thence  running  north  east  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
rods  to  the  north  corner  of  Sanford;  from  thence  north 
west  seven  hundred  and  sixty  rods  to  said  Shapleigh  line  ; 
from  thence  south  by  said  line  one  thousand  and  sixty 
rods  to  the  place  where  it  began,  containing  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres,  be,  and  it  hereby  is, 
annexed  to  the  town  of  Sanford,  and  forever  hereafter 
shall  be  considered  as  part  of  said  town. 

March  11,  1786. 


1786.  — Chapter   66. 

[February  Session,  eh.  26.] 

AN  ACT    GIVING   TO    PAUL    REVERE    AND    JOHN   NOTES,  THE    nhnt)    65 
EXCLUSIVE  PRIVILEGE  OF  ERECTING  A  STEAM  ENGINE,  FOR  ^' 

MANUFACTURING  IRON. 

Whereas  it  is  of  importance  that  encouragement  should  Preftmbie. 
be  given  to  promote  useful  manufactures  in  this  Common- 
wealth; and  whereas  Paul  Revere,  Esq;  o/*  Boston,  and 
John  Noyes,  of  Watertown,  gentleman,  have  represented 
that  by  considei'able  expence,  labour  and  application,  they 
have  attained  a  knowledge  of  the  new  invented  steam 
engine,  and  of  manufacturing  iron  in  various  ways,  not 
before  practised  in  this  Commonirealth ;  and  whereas   it 


558 


1785.  —  Chapter  65. 


appears  to  this  Courts  that  the  use  of  said  steam  engine^ 
and  every  improvement  in  the  iron  manufactory  must  be 
greatly  beneficial  to  this  Commonwealth^  and  to  the  United 
States:  Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Mepresenta- 
lives  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
KxciuBive  right  of  the  same^  That  the  exclusive  right  of  the  use  of  the' 
rteim  SSgio'e)**^  steaui  engine  aforesaid,  for  manufacturing  iron  into  flat, 
granted.  rouud,  squarc,  hollow,  or  any  other  shaped  or  fashioned 

bars,  or  pieces  of  iron,  for  any  use  or  purpose  whatever, 
of  which  they  shall  produce  patterns  as  herein  after  pro- 
vided, in  a  manner  not  heretofore  used  and  practised  in 
this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to,  and 
vested  in   the  said   Paul  Revere  and  John  Noyes^  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  fifteen 
years,  from  the  time  they  shall  establish  their  manufactory. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
uw^AeiteilSf  That  no  person  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  this  act, 
TOSlSnt^^'**""*  ^"^  during  the  said  term  of  fifteen  years,  make  use  of  the 
steam  engine  for  manufacturing  iron  as  aforesaid,  without 
the  consent  and  licence  of  said  Revere  and  Noyes^  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  first  had  and  obtained  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall,  fiom  and  after  the  passing  this  act,  and  during 
the  said  term  of  fifteen  years,  make  use  of  the  steam 
engine  for  manufacturing  iron  as  aforesaid,  without  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  said  Revere  and  Noyes^  first 
had  and  obtained  for  that  purpose,  every  person  so 
offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
pounds,  for  each  time  he,  she,  or  they  shall  so  offend,  to 
be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt,  in  any  Court  proper  to 
try  the  same,  by  the  said  Revere  and  Noyes,  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  to  the  use  of  said  Revere  and  JVbyes,  their 
heirs  and  assigns.  Provided,  and  this  act  is  upon  this 
condition,  that  the  said  Revei'e  and  Noyes,  shall  within 
eighteen  months  from  the  passing  this  act,  establish  their 
manufactory  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall  prosecute 
the  business  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  aforesaid,  and 
shall  within  the  said  term  of  eighteen  months  aforesaid, 
exhibit  to  the  Governour  and  Council,  exact  patterns,  as 
nearly  as  may  be  of  the  particular  articles  they  mean  to 
manufacture,  and  also  a  model  and  description  of  the 
machinery  to  be  made  use  of  in  said  manufactory. 

March  14,  1786. 


Forfeiture. 


Proviso. 
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1785.  — Chapter  66. 

[February  SetBion,  ch.  27.] 

AN    ACT    FOR   THE    PUNISHMENT    OF    FORNICATION.   AND    FOR  Chap.    66 
THE  MAINTENANCE  OF  BASTARD  CHILDREN.  ^' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same  J  That  if  any  man  commit  fornication  with  any  Penalty  for 
single  woman,  upon  due  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  be  '^T^iaxon. 
fined  to  the  use  of  the  county  where  the  crime  may  he 
committed,  not  exceeding  the  sum  oiFive  pounds ^  nor  less 
than  thirty  shillings;  and  if  he  declare  himself  unable,  or 
shall  neglect  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours  after  pass- 
ing the  sentence,  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs,  then  he  shall 
be  whipped,  not  exceeding  ten  stripes,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Sessions,  before  whom  the  matter 
shall  be  tried ;  and  the  woman  so  ofiending,  upon  due 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  to  the  use  of  the  county 
where  the  crime  may  be  committed,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  Three  pounds^  nor  less  than  six  shillings;  and  if 
she  shall  declare  herself  unable,  or  shall  neglect  for  the 
space  of  twenty-four  hours,  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs, 
then  for  the  first  offence,  she  shall  be  committed  to  prison, 
or  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  remain  not  more 
than  ten  days,  nor  less  than  twenty-four  hours ;  and  for 
each  offence  after  the  first,  she  shall  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  Six  pounds^  nor  less  than  twelve  shillings;  and 
if  she  shall  declare  herself  unable,  or  shall  neglect  for  the 
space  of  twenty-four  hours,  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs, 
then  she  shall  be  committed  to  prison,  or  to  the  house  of 
correction,  there  to  remain  not  more  than  thirty  days, 
nor  less  than  forty-eight  hours. 

Provided  nevertheless^  If  any  woman  guilty  of  the  crime  Provi«o,  when 
aforesaid,  shall   appear  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  shaii^o^feM 
within  the  county  where  such  offence  may  be  committed,  beSref  jiXice 
and  confess  herself  to  be  guilty  as  aforesaid,  and  offer  to  <>' <^*»e  Peace- 
pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Justice,  for  the  first  offence, 
the  sum  oi  six  shillings^  and  for  any  offence  after  the  first, 
the  sum  of  twelve  shillings^  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Justice 
to  receive  said  fine,  or  to  bind  her  over  to  the  next  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be  holden  within  and 
for  said  county,  at  his  discretion  ;  and  a  certificate  of  the 
payment  of  the  said  fine,  signed  by  the  same  Justice,  and 
filed  in  the  Clerk's  oflSce  of  the  Court  of  the  General  Ses- 
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When  any 
woman  is  deliv- 
ered of,  or  is 
pregnant  with  a 
basurd  ehlld, 
and  shall  accuse 
an  V  raao  of 
being  the  father, 
&c.  he  shall  be 
adjudged  the 
reputed  father. 


Provlio. 


Duty  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace, 
when  complaint 
is  made  by  any 
woman,  that  she 
is  pregnant,  &c. 


sions  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  a  full  bar  to  any  process 
against  her  for  the  same  offence,  unless  such  process  be 
commenced  previous  to  the  filing  of  the  said  certificate  in 
the  Clerk's  office  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  whenever  any  woman  who  hath  been  delivered  of  a 
bastard  child,  or  being  pregnant  with  a  child,  which  if 
born  alive  may  be  a  bastard,  shall  accuse  any  man  of 
being  the  father  thereof,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
upon  examination  on  oath,  and  being  put  upon  the  dis- 
covery of  the  truth  respecting  the  same  accusation  in  the 
time  of  her  travail,  shall  thereupon  accuse  the  same 
person  of  being  the  father  of  the  child,  of  which  she  is 
about  to  be  delivered,  and  shall  continue  constant  in  such 
accusation,  and  shall  prosecute  him  as  the  father  of  such 
child  before  the  Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed  (in  which 
prosecution  she  shall  be  admitted  as  a  competent  witness, 
and  her  credibility  be  left  to  the  Jury)  he  shall  be  ad- 
judged the  reputed  father  of  such  child,  notwithstanding 
his  denial,  and  stand  charged  with  the  maintenance  thereof, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  mother,  as  the  Justices  of  the 
same  Court  shall  order ;  and  shall  give  security  to  per- 
form the  said  order,  and  to  save  the  town  or  place  which 
might  be  otherwise  chargeable  with  the  maintenance  of 
such  child,  free  from  charge  for  its  maintenance  ;  and  may 
be  committed  to  prison  until  he  find  sureties  for  the  same, 
unless  the  pleas  and  proofs  made  and  produced  on  the 
behalf  of  the  man  so  accused,  and  other  circumstances,  be 
such  as  the  Jury,  by  whom  the  issue,  whether  he  is  guilty 
or  not  guilty,  shall  be  tried,  shall  find  him  not  guilty ;  in 
which  case  the  Justices  of  the  said  Court  shall  acquit  him 
thereof;  and  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  of  the  same  Court, 
whether  guilty  or  not  guilty,  shall  be  final  respecting  such 
issue.  I'rovided^  That  no  woman  shall  be  admitted  as  a 
witness  as  aforesaid,  who  has  been  convicted  of  any  crime, 
which  would  by  law  disqualify  her  from  being  a  witness 
in  any  other  cause.  And  every  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to 
whom  complaint  is  made  by  any  woman,  that  she  hath 
been  delivered,  or  is  pregnant  as  aforesaid,  and  desires  a 
prosecution  against  the  man  whom  she  accuses  of  being 
the  father  of  the  child,  the  Justice  shall  then  proceed  to 
take  her  accusation  and  examination  in  writing,  under 
oath,  respecting  the  man    so  accused,  and   the  time  and 
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place  where  she  was  hegotten  with  child,  with  such  other 
circumstances  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  discov- 
ery of  the  truth  of  such  accusation  ;  which  examination 
shall  be  given  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the  issue ;  and 
at  his  discretion  may  bind  him  that  is  so  accused  to  the 
next  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  with  sufficient  surety 
or  sureties,  to  answer  to  such  accusation,  and  aMde  the 
order  of  Couit  thereon.  And  if  the  woman  be  not  then 
delivered,  or  be  unable  personally  to  attend  the  said 
Court,  may  order  the  continuance  or  renewal  of  his  and 
her  bond,  that  they  may  be  forthcoming  at  the  next 
CJourt  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  after  the  birth  of 
the  child  ;  and  the  continuance  of  such  bonds  aforesaid  to 
the  next  Court  at  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  entered 
thereon  by  order  of  the  said  Court  (unless  the  surety  or 
sureties  shall  object  thereto)  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  a  recognizance  taken  in  Court  for  the  next 
term. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  laws  heretofore  in  force  respecting  the  subject  ^■^^'^^Jf^J® 
matter  of  this  act,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  °   **'  "^* 
repealed :  touching  all  cases,  that  may  happen  after  the 
passing  of  this  act.  March.  15 ^  1786, 

1786.  — Chapter  67. 

[Febmary  BeHlon,  oh.  28.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN  PERSONS  BY  THE  NAME  (Jfiav     67 
OF  THE  SCOTS  CHARITABLE  SOCIETY.  -^* 

Whereas  a  considerable  number  of  persons  have  for  many  preamble. 
years  associated  themselves  in  the  town  of  Boston,  for  the 
pwpose  of  joining  their  charities y  for  the  relief  of  certain 
widows^  orphans^  and  other  objects  of  charity ^  and  have 
raised  a  common  stocky  but  are  unable  to  recover  the  monies 
they  have  letten  on  interest^  and  to  transact  the  business 
necessary  for  supporting  the  said  institution: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled ^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same  J  That  John  Scollay^  William  Erving  and  society  incor. 
.James  Swan,  Esquires,  Messrs.  Thomas  Melville^  James  ^^ 
Thompson  y  James  Graham^  Williarn  Dolly  William 
M^^Keany  Andrew  Drummond  and  John  Young^  with 
such  other  persons  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  here- 
after admit,  be  and   they  hereby  are,  incorporated  and 
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Their  powen. 


Kay  ana  and  ba: 
aaed,  &a. 


Bmpowarad  to 
meat  at  suoh 
times  and  placet 
as  tfaey  shall 
see  fit. 


Proviso. 


Empowered  to 
receive  monies 
heretofore  dne 
to  the  society. 


made  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Scots  Charitable 
Society,  and  that  they,  their  associates  and  saccessoi*s, 
have  f)erpetual  succession,  by  said  name,  and  have  power 
to  make  a  common  seal,  and  alter  the  same  as  they  may 
see  fit,  and  to  make  by  laws  for  the  preservation  and 
advancement  of  said  body  (which  shall  not  be  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth)  with  penalties,  either 
of  disfranchisement  from  said  Society,  or  of  fines  not 
exceeding/or^y  shillings. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  tfie  authority  aforesaid^  That  said 
Scots  Charitable  Society  may  sue  or  be  sued  in  their  said 
corporate  capacity,  and  are  hereby  licenced  and  empow- 
ered to  make  purchases,  and  receive  donations  of  real  and 
personal  estates,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  provided  the 
said  estates  shall  not  be  productive  of  an  annual  income 
exceeding  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  per  annum, 
and  to  manage  and  dispose  of  such  estates  in  manner  as 
to  them  shall  appear  most  fit. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  Society  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  meet  at  such  times  and  places  as  they 
shall  see  fit  (the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  first  meet- 
ing to  be  determined  by  the  said  John  Scollay^  William 
Erving  and  James  Swan^  Esq'rs.  or  any  two  of  them,  and 
notified  in  one  of  the  Boston  newspapei*s,  fourteen  days 
before  such  meeting)  and  from  time  to  time  to  choose 
such  oflScers,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  suitable.  And 
all  instruments  to  be  made  for,  or  in  behalf  of  said  Society, 
shall  be  executed  under  the  common  seal  of  said  Society, 
and  by  such  persons  as  the  said  Society  shall  appoint. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the 
members  of  said  Society,  shall  at  no  time  exceed  the 
number  of  one  hundred. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Society  aforesaid, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
receive  to  their  use,  all  monies  due  to  the  Society,  here- 
tofore called  the  Scots  Society  in  Boston,  before  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  to  give  receipts  for  monies  they 
shall  receive,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  have  hereto- 
fore given  their  obligations  to  the  said  Scots  Society, 
which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  absentees,  which  receipts 
may  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  action  that  may  hereafter 
be  brought  on  any  obligation  of  the  description  aforesaid. 

March  16, 1786. 
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[February  SeMloo,  eh.  29.] 

AN    ACT    TO    RATIFY    CERTAIN    ASSESSMENTS   MADE  BY  THE  CfiaV     68 
PROPRIETORS  OF   SHAPLBIGH,  SO  CALLED,  IN  THE  COUNTY  -^' 

OP  YORK. 

Whereas  the  proprietors  claiming  lands  under  Nicholas  Preamble. 
Shapleigb,  deceased^  have  represented  that  in  order  to  raise 
a  sum  of  money  for  defraying  (he  necessary  expences  of 
securing  the  title^  and  bringing  fonoard  the  settlement  of 
a  tract  of  land  in  (he  county  of  York,  incorporated  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five^  by  the 
name  of  Shapleigh,  they  levied  a  tax  or  assessment  on. 
the  several  lots  ^  land  throughout  the  township^  notwith-- 
standing  the  greater  part  thereof  was  by  (he  said  proprie- 
tors^ severed  aud  assigned  to  individuals^  prior  to  the 
voting  or  making  such  assessments;  and  doubts  arising 
whether  the  various  statutes  made  for  the  regulation  of 
proprietors  of  common  and  undivided  land^  will  justify 
proprietors  laying  any  tax  or  assessment  whatever^  on 
such  of  the  lots  as  have  been  by  the  proprietors  themselves^ 
severed  and  assigned  to  individuals^  posterior  to  such  sev- 
erance or  assignment  (although  the  benefits  resulting  by  the 
money  thus  assessed^  be  as  great  to  the  lots  thus  severed 
and  divided^  cts  to  the  lands  remaining  in  common  and 
undivided  after  such  severance,)  and  have  requested  a 
confirmation  of  the  said  assessments: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
'Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  assessments  made  on  the  Aiseanneau 
several  lots  of  land  in  the  town  of  Shapleigh,  in  the  tSeincoipora- 
county  of  York,  prior  to  the  incorporation  thereof,  by  **^°»  »"tt«*- 
the  persons  who  have  acted  in  proprietors  meetings,  under 
the  character  and  by  the  name  of  the  proprietors,  claim- 
ing lands  under  Nicholas  Shapleigh,  late  of  Kittery, 
deceased,  be,  and  hereby  are,  established,  ratified  and 
confirmed,  and  the  several  lots  of  land  upon  which  such 
assessments  are  laid,  shall  stand  charged,  and  be  liable  to 
the  payment  thereof,  in  the  §ame  way  and  manner  they 
would  have  been  in  case  no  severance,  assignment  or 
partition  had  been  made  to  an  individual  of  any  particular 
lot :  and  the  proceedings  that  have  been,  or  hereafter  may 
be  regularly  made  for  the  collecting  and  enforcing  the 
payment  of  the  said  several  assessments,  according  to  the 
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Provl»o. 


rules  and  regulations  by  law  prescribed  for  proprietors  of 
lands,  held  in  common  and  undivided,  shall  be  held, 
deemed  and  taken  as  valid  to  all  intents,  constructions 
and  purposes  whatever,  as  though  no  actual  severance, 
assignment  or  partition  of  the  said  townships,  or  any  part 
of  it  into  lots,  to  hold  in  severalty,  had  been  made. 

Pi'ovided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  operate 
as  a  bar  to  any  action  or  suit,  that  may  be  brought  by  any 
bargainee  or  vendee,  against  any  bargainor  or  vendor,  his 
heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  upon  any  deed  of 
bargain  and  sale,  on  account  of  any  aflBrmation  or  war- 
ranty, either  express  or  implied,  that  the  lands  in  such 
deed  conveyed,  were  free  of  all  incumbrances;  but  such 
bargainee  or  vendee  shall  and  may  prosecute  such  suit  or 
action,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  he  might  have  done, 
had  this  act  never  been  made.  March  16^  1786. 
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[February  Seuion,  ch.  31.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  MARRIAGE  AND  DIVORCE. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  BqDresenta- 
ttves  in  General  Court  aasenMedj  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  samey  That  no  man  or  woman  shall  intermariy  within 


82SJd*incelio  *^®  degrees  hereafter  named,  that  is  to  say:  — 


No  man  shall  marry  his 
Mother, 
Grandmother, 
Daughter, 
Son's  Daughter, 
Daughter's  Daughter, 
St4ip  Mother, 
Grandfather's  Wife, 
Son's  Wife, 
Son's  Son's  Wife, 
Daughter's  Son's  Wife, 
Wife's  Mother, 
Wife's  Grandmother, 
Wife's  Daughter, 
Wife's  Son's  Daughter, 
Wife's  Daughter's  Daughter, 
Sister, 

Brother's  Daughter, 
Sister's  Daughter, 
Father's  Sister, 
Mother's  Sister, 


No  woman  shall  marry  her 
Father, 
Grandfather, 
Son, 

Son's  Son, 
Daughter's  Son, 
Step  Father, 

Grandmother's  Husband, 
Daughter's  Husband, 
Son's  Daughter's  Husband, 
Daughter's  Daughter's  Husband, 
Husband's  Father, 
Husband's  Grandfather, 
Husband's  Son, 
Husband's  Son's  Son, 
Husband's  Daughter's  Son, 
Brother, 
Brother's  Son, 
Sister's  Son, 
Father's  Brother, 
Mother's  Brother. 


And  if  any  man  or  woman  shall  intermarry  within  the 
degrees  aforesaid,  every  such  marriage  shall  be  deen^d, 
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taken  and  adjudged  inoestuous,  and  shall  be  null  and  void ; 
and  the  issue  of  all  such  incestuous  mamages  shall  be 
deemed,  taken  and  adjudged  illegitimate,  and  be  sub- 
jected to  all  the  legal  disabilities  of  such  issue. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  marriages,  where  either  of  the  parties  shall  have  Manimres 
a  former  wife  or  husband  living  at  the  time  of  such  mar-  Se*pJniw*h«ve 
riage,  shall  be  absolutely  void,  and  no   dower  shall  be  S/hSSa^"* 
assigned  any  widow  in  consequence  of  such  marriage  ;  and  JJ^J»»  "^^^  ^ 
the  issue  thereof  shall  be  deemed,  taken  and  adjudged 
illegitimate,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  legal  disabilities  of 
such  issue. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  divorces  from  the  bond  of  matrimony  shall  be  td  what  eiwet 
decreed,  in  case  the  parties  are  within  the  degrees  afore-  be  decreed*", 
said,  or  either  of  them  had  a  former  wife  or  husband  alive 
at  the  time  of  solemnizing  such  second  marriage,  or  for 
impotency  or  adultery  in  either  of  the  parties,  and  for  no 
other  cause  ;  and  that  divorce  from  bed  and  board  may  and 
shall  be  granted  for  the  cause  of  extreme  cruelty  in  either 
of  the  parties. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  it  shall  appear  that  the  adultery  or  cruelty  in  eaees  of 
complained  of  is  occasioned  by  the  collusion  of  the  par-  Siror^shfu  ^e 
ties,  and  done  with  an  intention  to  procure  a  divorce,  or  <*~'«^- 
that  both  parties  have  been  guilty  of  adultery,  in  such 
case,  no  divorce  shall  be  decreed. 

And  be  it  further'  enacted^  That  when  a  divorce  shall  be  when  divorce* 
liad  for  the  causes  of  affinity,  consanguinity,  or  of  impo-  SJSiSlj/afflSfy 
tency  of  either  of  the  parties,  the  wife  shall  have  restored  uy,°^hJtuandi, 
to  her  all  her  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments ;  and  a  ^^Jj^'^® 
judgment  may  be  passed  for  a  restoration  to  her  of  all  or 
such  part  of  the  personal  estate  specifically,  or  the  value 
thereof,  which  hath  come  to  her  husband's  hands  by  force 
of  the  marriage,  as  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  shall  deter- 
mine equitable ;  and  they  may  make  use  of  such  kind  of 
process  to  carry  their  judgment  into  effect,  as  shall  be 
necessary ;  and  the  Court,  in  case  they  think  proper,  may 
compel  the  husband  to  disclose,  on  oath,  what  personal 
estate  he  hath  received  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  how  the 
same  hath  been  disposed  of,  and  what  proportion  thereof 
remained  in  his  hands  at  the  time  of  such  divorce :  and 
when  the  divorce  shall  be  for  the  cause  of  adultery  com- 
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WheD  they  are 
bad  because  of 
cruelty  of  the 
husband,  what 
IftDde,  8cc.,  shall 
be  restored  to 
ihe  wife. 


Penalty  for  co- 
habiting 
together  after 
being  divorced. 


PrOYiso. 


mitted  by  the  husband,  the  wife  shall  have  her  dower 
assigned  her  in  the  lands  of  the  husband,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  such  husband  was  naturally  dead ;  and  where  the 
divorce  shall  be  occasioned  by  adultery  committed  by  the 
wife,  the  husband  shall  hold  her  personal  estate  forever, 
and  her  real  estate  during  his  natural  life,  in  case  they 
have  had  issue  born  alive  of  her  body  during  the  marriage, 
otherwise  during  her  natural  life  only,  if  he  shall  survive 
her. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  the  Court  may  allow  her  for 
her  subsistance  so  much  of  such  personal  or  real  estate  as 
they  shall  jud«re  necessary. 

And  whenever  a  decree  of  divorce  from  bed  and  board 
shall  be  made  because  of  the  cruelty  of  the  husband,  the 
wife,  if  there  be  no  issue  living  at  the  time  of  the  divorce, 
shall  be  restored  to  all  her  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments, and  be  allowed  out  of  his  persoi>al  estate  such 
alimony  as  the  Court  shall  think  reasonable,  having  regard 
to  the  personal  property  that  came  to  the  husband  by  the 
marriage,  and  his  ability ;  but  if  there  be  issue  living  at 
the  time  of  the  divorce,  then  the  Court,  with  respect  to 
ordering  restoration,  or  granting  alimony  as  aforesaid, 
may  do  as  they  shall  judge  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  require ;  and  upon  application  from  either  party,  may, 
from  time  to  time,  make  such  alterations  therein  as  may 
be  necessary.  And  in  case  a  divorce  shall  be  decreed  for 
cruelty  in  the  wife,  whether  there  shall  be  issue  or  not  of 
the  marriage  at  the  time  of  the  divorce,  the  Court  may 
order  to  her  a  restoration  of  the  whole  or  such  part  of  her 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  may  also  assign 
alimony  as  they  may  judge  proper. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
If  any  persons  who  shall  be  divorced  for  the  cause  either 
of  affinity  or  consanguinity,  shall  after  such  divorce  cohabit 
together,  such  persons  so  offending,  shall  be  liable  to  all 
the  pains  and  penalties  provided  by  the  laws  then  in  being 
against  incest ;  and  if  any  persons  shall  cohabit  or  live 
together  in  the  same  house  after  a  divorce,  for  the  cause 
of  prior  marriage  or  adultery,  such  persons  shall 'be  liable 
to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  provided  by  the  laws  then  in 
being  against  adultery. 

Provided  always^  That  no  decree  of  divorce  for  or  on 
account  of  adultery  shall  bar  the  issue  of  such  marria<re 
from  inheriting,  but  the  question  of  the  right  of  such  child 
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or  children  to  inherit  shall  be  tried  and  settled  upon  the 
principles  of  common  law,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
this  act  had  never  been  made. 

And  whereas  it  is  a  great  expence  to  the  people  of  this 
State  to  be  obliged  to  attend  at  Boston  upon  all  questions 
of  divorce^  when  the  same  might  be  done  within  the  counties 
where  the  parties  live^  and  where  the  truth  might  be  better 
discerned  by  having  the  witnesses  present  in  Court: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  Sif cSSrtto^de- 
all  questions  of  divorce  and  alimony  shall  be  heard  and  t«rmineaue«. 

^•11         t       r>  TT'irf^  111         i»         I  A      tloa«  of  divorce 

tried  by  the  bupreme  Judicial  Court  holden  for  the  county  and  alimony. 
where  the  parties  live,  and  that  the  decree  of  the  same 
Court  shall  be  final. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  no  cause  of  divorce  or  Nocaaaeof 
alimony  shall  be  brought  before  the  same  Court,  unless  aiimo?7?haii  be 
the  party  sueing  or  complaining  shall  file  his  or  her  libel  aK^«iTed " 
in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court,  therein  setting  ^^jj^'f'^'' 
forth  the  cause  of  his  or  her  complaint  specially,  and  shall 
cause  the  other  party,  if  in  this  State,  to  be  served  with 
an  attested  copy  of  the  same,  and  with  a  summon  to  appear 
at  the  Court  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  sitting  of 
said  Court  where  the  cause  is  to  be  tried,  otherwise  in  such 
manner  as  the  said  Court  shall  direct ;  and  the  said  Court 
shall  have  all  the  powers  necessary  to  the  conducting  and 
finally  issuing  such  causes,  according  to  the  true  intend- 
ment of  this  act.  March,  16^  1786. 

1786.— Chapter  70. 

[February  SeMlon,  ch.  8.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  CHOICE  AND  APPOINTMENT  OP  COLLECTORS   ChaV    70 
OF    RATES    AND    TAXES,    AND    FOR   ASCERTAINING    THEIR  -^' 

POWER  AND  DUTY. 

Be^  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives  in  Genei'al  Court  assembled^  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same^  That  the  qualified  voters  of  any  town  or  dis-  Town«empow- 
trict,  at  the  same  time  they  choose  Constables,  may,  if  ckfuectors of 
they  see  cause,  likewise  choose  some  meet  person  or  per-  ?pp*n*thefrpayf 
sons  to  be  Collector  or  Collectors  of  the  rates  or  taxes 
that  shall   be  assessed   upon  such  town  or  district,  and 
agree  upon  what  sum  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  unto  such 
Collector  or  Collectors  for  his  or  their  services ;  but  if 
such  Collector  or  Collectors  so  to  be  chosen  shall  refuse 
to  serve,  or  if  no  Collector  shall  be   chosen,  then   the 
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Constable  or  Constables  of  such  town   or  district  shall 
collect  and  gather  such  rates  and  taxes ;  and  every  Col- 
lector of  taxes,  or  Constable,  shall  have  a  warrant  from 
the  Selectmen  or  Assessors,  empowering  him  to  collect 
such  rates  or  taxes  as  shall  be  committed  to  him  to  col- 
lect, and  he  shall  pay  in  the  same  according  to  the  direc- 
tions  in   such  warrant;  and   in  case   any   Constable   or 
Collector  of  taxes  decease  before  his  perfecting  the  col- 
lection of  any  assessment  committed  to  him  to  collect  and 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury,  the  Assessors  for  the  time 
being,  of  such  town,  district  or  plantation,  shall  nominate 
and  appoint,  at  the  charge  of  such  town,  district  or  plan- 
tation, some  other  fit  person   or  persons  to  perfect  the 
same  collection,  and  enable  and  empower  such  person  or 
persons  to  collect  the  same,  by  granting  a   warrant  to 
him  or  them  for  that  purpose. 
foi?wpry  th"'      -^^^  ^^  *^  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  shall 
'hSf  bTdf**^'    refuse  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  which  he  shall  be  assessed 
train.'d  by  their  as  his  proportion  to  any  i*ate  or  tax,  in  the  list  committed 
goodsorchat-    ^^   ^^^  Coustablc  or  Collcctor,  under  the  hands  of  the 
Assessors  of  such  town,  district,  plantation,  precinct  or 
parish,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  upon  demand  thereof 
made  by  such  Constable  or  Collector,  by  vii-tue  of  the 
warrant  to  him  given,  it  shall   and   may   be   lawful  to 
and  for  such  Constable  or  Collector,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and   required,  in   such  case,  to  distrain   the 
person  so  refusing  by  his  goods  or  chattels,  and  the  dis- 
tress so  taken  to  keep  the  space  of  four  days  at  the  cost 
If  not  paid        and  charge  of  the  owner  thereof;  and  if  the  owner  do  not 
dayil'the  d'i»-     pay  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  assessed  on  him  within 
iold'a'faicuon.  ^^^  spacc  of  four  days,  then  the   said  distress  shall  be 
openly  sold  at  public  auction,  by  the  said  ofQcer,  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  monej',  notice  of  such  sale   being 
posted  up  in  some  public  place  in  the  same  town,  district, 
plantation,  precinct  or  parish,  forty-eight  hours  before  the 
sale,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  four  days  aforesaid ; 
overpinatobe    and  the  ovcrplus  arising  by  such  sale,  if  any,  over  and 
re»tor«d.  abovc  the  charge  of  taking  and  keeping  the  said  distress, 

to  be  immediately  restored  to  the  former  owner,  with  an 
Persons vho re.  accouut  iu  Writing  of  the  sale  and  charges;  and  if  any 
or^the^uxef.'*  P^rsou  asscssed  as  aforesaid  to  the  state  or  other  tax 
i2VaVroa*ie  ^^^''  Tcfusc  or  ueglcct  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  so  assessed, 
committed  to  by  the  space  of  twelve  days  after  demand  thereof,  and 
******  shall  neglect  to  shew  the  Constable  or  Collector  sufficietit 
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goods  or  chattels  whereby  the  same  may  be  levied ;  in 
every  such  case,  he  may  take  the  body  of  the  pereon  so 
refusing,  and  him  commit  unto  the  common  goal  of  the 
county,  there  to  remain  until  the  same  be  paid,  or  he 
therefrom  be  discharged  by  due  order  of  law. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  in  all  cases  where  there  are,  Pro?i«). 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Assessors,  or  a  major  part  of  them, 
just  grounds  to  fear  that  any  person  or  persons,  assessed 
as  aforesaid,  may  abscond  befoi-e  the  expiration  of  the 
said  twelve  days,  in  such  cases,  it  shall  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Constable  or  Collector  to  demand  immediate 
payment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  where  any  town   or  wh«nu>vn8. 
district  shall  neglect  to  choose  a  Constable  or  Collector,  ?hoo?ef:^lu. 
or  if  any  plantation  shall  neglect  to  choose  a  Collector  to  toJi'shiriffrare 
gather  the  rates  or  taxes  gnmted  by  the  Geneml  Court,  ^ife'irtMe.!*' 
that  in  such  case  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  or  his  Deputy, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  collect 
such  rates  or  taxes,  having  received  an  assessment  made 
of  the  proportion  of  the  several  persons  rateable  in  such 
town,   district  or  plantation,   together  with  a   warrant 
under  the  hands  of  such  Assessors  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  the 
county  where  such  deficient  town,  district  or  plantation 
lies,  or  under  the  hands  of  the  Assessors  of  such  town, 
district  or  plantation,  duly  chosen  by  them  respectively. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the   Sheriff,  or  his  sheriff  to  make 

-TV  M.  xi-  •    •     •  i_  ^         J  X  *»o  dirtresB  till 

Deputy,  upon  the  receiving  such  assessment  and  warrant  so  days  from  hu 
for  collecting  it,  shall  forthwith  post  in  some  public  place  MwwmeiftwKi 
of  the  town,  district  or  plantation  assessed,  an  attested  leJa^g^itl^' *^^' 
copy  of  such  assessment  and  warrant,  and  shall  make  no 
distress  for  any  of  the  sums  so  assessed,  till  after  thirty 
days  from  his  posting  it  up  ;  and  any  person  or  persons 
paying  the  sum  or  sums  respectively  assessed  on  him  or 
them  to  the  Sheriff,  before  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid 
thirty  days,  shall  pay  at  the  rate  oi  five  pei'  centum  over  sherirsfeee. 
and  above  the  sum  assessed,  to  the  Sheriff,  for  his  fees, 
and  no  more  ;  but  all  such  as  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  sum 
or  sums  assessed  beyond  the  thirty  days  after  posting  up 
the   copy  of  the  assessment  as   aforesaid,  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  the  Sheriff,  by  way  of  distress  or  com- 
mitment to  goal,  in  the  manner  Collectors  are  by  this  act 
directed  and  empowered  to  distrain  or  commit  to  goal ; 
and  the  said  Sheriff,  or  his  Deputy,  may  require  suitable 
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aid  for  that  purpose,  and  they  shall  each  one  pay  the  fees 
for  the   Sheriff's   service  and  travel,  as  in  other  cases 
where  distress  is  made,  or  the  person  committed. 
nmov^wi^*       -47id  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  when  any  person  shall 
having pnid       rcmove  from  any. town  or  place  where  he  lived,  or  had 
meot.^fnliu.    his  residence,  at  the  time  of  making  the  list  of  any  state, 
SlS'mi^de*'^   town,   county,   precinct,   plantation,   or   parish    tax    or 
S  what  pScS*   assessment,  not  having  before  paid  the  respective  ^xvax  or 
■oever  found,     sums  Set  upou  him  by  such  lists,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  Constable  or  Collector,  to  whom  any  such  tax 
or  assessment  shall    be    committed   with   a  warrant  to 
collect,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
demand  the  sum  or  sums  assessed  upon  such  person,  in 
what  town  or  place  soever  within   this   Commonwealth 
he  may  be  found ;  and  upon  refusal  or  neglect  to  pay  the 
same,  to  distrain  the  said  person  by  his  goods  or  chattels 
as  aforesaid ;  and  for  want  of  such  distress  to  commit  the 
paiiy  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county  where  he  shall 
be  found,  there  to  remain  until  payment  be  made. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any 
HowCoiieeton  owucr  or  proprietor  of  land  or  other  real   estate  shall 
with  pro^iil     remove  out  of  the  town,  district,  plantation,  precinct,  or 
iitie  removing  p^nsh,  where  said  land,  or  other  real  estate  lays,  after 
wh2reM?h*~    the  same   is  assessed,   to   some  other  place  within   this 
e«t*te jiea,  after  Commonwcalth  or  out  of  the  limits  thereof,  and  shall 
BuJH^. '       neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  assessment  by  the  space 
of  three  months,  from  and  after  the  time  of  such  removal, 
and  if  the  Collector  or  Collectors,  to  whom  such  assess- 
ment shall  be  legally  committed,  cannot  within  the  said 
three  months  find  any  personal  estate  belonging  to  such 
person  so  removed,  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  then  such 
Collector  or  Collector  shall  proceed  to  sell  so  much  of 
the  said  land  or  other  real  estate,  as  will  amount  to  the 
assessment  aforesaid,  together  with  the  charges  of  such 
sale,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  hereinafter  provided  for 
the  sale  of  lands  belonging  to  non-resident  proprietors  for 
the  payment  of  taxes. 
coiifOTtonf  with       -^^^  ^^  it  further  enacted^  That  where  no  person  appears 
respect  to  un.     to  dischars^e  the  taxes  on  the  unimproved  lands  of  non- 
improved  lande  •j^-x  •  jiji?  'x 

of Donreeidenta  resident  proprietors,  or  improved  lands  of  proprietors 
fa'ndS^oTpro-  Hving  out  of  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the 
Sit'if  uje^.  Collector  thereof,  he  shall  advertise  in  the  public  news 
roonweaiih.  papers  of  the  printer  to  the  General  Court  for  the  time 
being,  three  weeks  successively,  the  names  of  all  such 


1785.— Chaptbb  70.  671 

proprietors,  where  they  are  by  him  known,  with  the  sum 
of  the  taxe9  assessed  on  their  lands  respectively,  and  also 
the  time  and  place  of  sale  ;  and  where  they  are  not  known, 
he  shall  in  the  same  manner,  publish  the  sum  of  the  taxes 
on  the  several  rights,  numbers  of  lots,  or  divisions ;  and 
where  the  name  of  the  place  in  which  such  lands  lay,  may 
have  been  altered  by  any  act  of  this  Commonwealth  with- 
in three  years  next  preceding  such  advertisement,  he  shall 
express  not  only  the  present  name,  but  the  name  by  which 
the  same  was  last  known ;  and  in  either  case  shall  post 
the  same  in  some  convenient  and  conspicuous  place  in  the 
same  town  or  plantation,  as  the  case  may  be,  where  the 
said  lands  lay,  and  in  three  of  the  adjoining  towns,  at 
least*  for  the  term  of  three  weeks  previous  to  the  time 
appointed  for  such  sale;  and  if  no  person  shall  appear  wind  no  per. 
thereupon  to  discharge  the  said  taxes  and  all  necessary  dtMha^TuxM, 
intervening  charges,  then  the  Collector  aforesaid   shall  SSa'cfilwuSf" 
proceed  to   sell  at  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder  i2,fis*S?ch** 
(after  waiting  two  hours  from  the  time  appointed  for  said  ^'P**  "•JJl"  ^**- 
sale)  so  mucn  only  of  the  said  lands  as  shall  be  sufficient  um!^ 
to  discharge  said  taxes   and  the   necessary  intervening 
charges,  having  first  given  notice  of  the   intended   sale 
thereof,  and  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  same 
will  be  made  as  aforesaid ;  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  (if  necessary)  to  compleat  the  said  sale, 
not  to  exceed  three  days  (waiting  as  aforesaid)  and  shall  SeouteR'dteed 
give  and  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  pur-  |!^,p"' 
chasers,  his  or  their  heirs  and  assigns,  expressing  therein 
the  cause  of  such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  aforesaid  propri- 
etor or  proprietors,  the  right  of  redemption  of  any  lands 
so  sold,  within  any  time  for  the  space  of  two  years  from 
the  time  of  such  sale ;  and  the  same  shall  be  reconveyed 
to  him  or  them,  the  said   proprietor  or  proprietors,  on 
paying  within  two  years  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  such  land 
sold  for,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum 
on   said   sum,   together  with  all   necessary   intervening 
charges.     Provided  nevertheless^  That  the   purchaser  or  ProTi«o. 
purchasers  as  aforesaid  shall  not  make  any  strip  or  waste 
on  the  premises  until  the  time  of  redemption  shall  have 
expired :   and  if  the  said  purchaser  or  purchasers  shall 
make  any  strip  or  waste  on  the  premises  as  aforesaid,  he 
or  they  shall  be  liable  to  pay  all  damages  to  the  original 
owner  or  owners,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  he 
or  they  had  not  purchased  the  same. 
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ered  to  perfect 
their  collec- 

tiODS. 


m«Id?payu*birat      ^^<^  *«  U  farther  enacted.  That  when  any  state  or  other 
two  or  more      rate  or  tax  shall  be  made  payable  at  two  or  more  several 

times  of  pay<  '''i  i.  •!«• 

ment,  and  per-  times^  or  days  of  payment,  and  any  person  being  an  inhabi- 
torom<fve.coi.  tant  Or  dweller  in  any  town,  district  or  plantation,  within 
mand"a?d*fevy  this  Commonwealth,  at  the  time  of  makin<r  such  rate  or 
the  whole  sum.  ^ax,  and  being  assessed  thereunto,  shall  be  about  to  remove 
from  thence  before  the  time  that  shall  be  prefixed  for  pay- 
ment of  the  same,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Con- 
stable or  Collector  of  the  same  town,  district  or  plantation, 
to  demand  and  levy  the  whole  sum  which  such  person 
may  be  assessed  in  his  list  or  lists,  notwithstanding  the 
time  for  collecting  the  second  part  of  such  rate  or  tax  may 
not  then  have  arrived,  and  in  default  of  payment  to  dis- 
train for  the  same,  or  to  take  such  other  course  for  the 
obtaining  thereof  as  is  hereinbefore  provided ;  and  when 
the  Constables  or  Collectors  be  anew  chosen  and  sworn, 
in  any  town,  district,  plantation,  precinct  or  parish,  before 
the  former  Constables  or  Collectors  have  perfected  their 
collection  of  any  state  or  other  tax  or  assessment  to  them 
committed  to  collect,  such  former  Constables  or  Collectors 
are  hereby  fully  empowered  and  required  to  perfect  all 
such  collections,  and  shall  and  may  exercise  the  same 
powers  and  authority  for  the  collecting  and  enforcing  the 
payment  thereof,  as  by  this  act  they  might  have  done 
before  other  Constables  or  Collectors  were  chosen  and 
sworn. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the  Collectors 
of  the  state,  county,  town,  district,  precinct  or  parish, 
ms/reqaire  ^^  ratcs  and  taxes,  when  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  shall 
be  hindered  or  impeded  in  collecting  the  rates  and  taxes 
committed  to  them,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  Collectors 
to  require  some  meet  person  or  persons  to  aid  and  assist 
them  therein ;  and  that  all  persons  so  required  who  shall 
refuse  their  aid  and  assistance,  shall  severally  pay  a  fine 
to  the  poor  of  the  town,  district,  or  plantation  where  the 
offence  may  arise,  not  exceeding  forty  shillings ,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Justice  before  whom  the  conviction  may 
be  had,  by  complaint  or  information  in  writing,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  offence;  Provided  that  it 
appears  to  the  Justice,  that  the  aid  so  demanded  as  afore- 
said, was  necessary ;  and  on  default  of  payment  of  the 
fine  imposed,  the  Justice  may  order  the  offender  to  be 
committed  to  the  common  goal  of  the  county  for  the  space 
of  fbrty-eight  hours. 


If  Collectors  are 
hindered  In  the 
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aid. 


Penalty  for 
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And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted.  That  where  the  owner  or  when  owner* 
tenant  of  any  improved  lands,  liable  to  pay  taxes,  shall  improJSd'iaidi 
not  reside,  or  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  town,  district,  plan-  theMM?h*fand 
tation,  precinct,  or  parish  in  which  such  lands  lie,  and  no  {Jf^jiJ*^***''" 
stock,  com  or  hay,  can  be  found  upon  the  said  lands, 
whereof  th^  Constable  or  Collector  may  make  distress  to 
satisfy  such  sum  or  sums,  as  from  time  to  time  such  lands 
shall  be  assessed,  either  to  the  btate,  county,  town,  dis- 
trict, plantation,  precinct,  or  parish,  in  such  case  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  where  the  owner  or 
tenant  of  any  such  lands  lives,  upon  application  to  him 
made  in  writing,  by  the  Constable  or  Collector,  to  whom 
the  list,  wherem  such  lands  shall  be  assessed,  shall  be 
committed,  and  upon  sight  of  the  same,  or  an  authenti- 
cated copy  thereof,  may  and  hereby  is  empowered  and 
required  to  grant  a  warrant  unto  the  Constable  of  the  town 
or  place  where  such  occupant  dwells  or  resides,  to  dis- 
train such  owner  or  occupant,  by  his  goods  or  chattels,  the 
full  sum  at  which  the  said  lands  are  set  in  such  list  or 
assessment,  with  the  charges  occasioned  by  making  such 
distress ;  and  to  satisfy  the  same  by  sale  thereof,  return- 
ing the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  owner ;  and  in 
case  no  goods  or  chattels  can  be  found,  whereon  to  dis- 
train, to  commit  the  party  to  the  common  goal  of  the 
county,  there  to  remain  until  he  pay  and  satisfy  the  sum 
or  sums  so  assessed,  with  the  charges. 

And  be  it  further   enacted,   That  when    any  oflBcer  when  pemons 
appointed   for  collecting  any  rates  or  assessments,   by  tSp?iio"*the*^ 
virtue  of  any  warrant,  shall  for  want  of  goods  or  chattels,  J^JJ'oAhf  ^* 
whereof  to  make  distress,  take  the  body  of  any  person,  ^^JJ"^"**** 
and  commit  him  to  prison,  he  shall  give  an  attested  copy 
of  his  \^ arrant  unto  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  and  there- 
upon certify  under  his  hand  the  sum  such  person  is  to  pay 
as  his  proportion  to  the  assessment,  with  the  cost  of  tak- 
ing and  committing ;  and  that  for  want  of  goods  or  chattels 
whereon  to  make  distress  he  has  taken  his  body ;  and  such 
attested  copy,  with  the  certificate  thereon  under  the  hand 
of  the  officer,  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  require  the 
prison  keeper  to  receive  and  keep  such  person  in  custody 
until  he  shall  pay  his  rate  or  assessment  as  aforesaid,  and 
charges  of  imprisonment,  with  two  shillings  for  the  copy 
of  the  warrant. 

Provided  nevertheless.  Any  pereon  committed  to  goal  ProvUo. 
for  his  taxes,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  the  goal  yard,  upon 
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his  procuring  sufficient  bonds  as  is  by  law  directed  for 

other  debtors. 

w^AxSI*'*"^      -4nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  plantations,  which 

vert^  witb  the  shall  from  time  to  time  be  ordered  by  the  General  Court 

towDA?reuting   to  pay  any  part  or  proportion  of  the  public  taxes,  shall  be, 

coftect?»  *'*  ^'  and  they  hereby  are,  fully  vested  with  all  the  powers  that 

towns  in  this  Commonwealth  by  law  are  vested  with,  so 

far  as  relates  to  the  choice  of  Collectors  of  taxes  ;  and  any 

person  who  shall  be  chosen  to  the  office  of  a  Collector  of 

taxes  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  plantations,  and  shall  refuse 

to  accept  of  the  office,  to  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 

or  neglect  to  take  the  oath  by  law  required  to  be  taken  by 

Collectors  of  taxes  in  towns,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 

penalties,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Clerk  of  the  plantation 

for  the  use  thereof,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  by 

this  act  are  provided  in  the  case  of  Collectors  refusing  to 

accept  such  office  when  chosen  by  parishes  or  precincts. 

wuhtSfSJ^of*      ^/irf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the  plantations 

neglect,  in  the    aforesQid  shall  neglect  to  choose  Collectors  as  aforesaid, 

deficienttowna.  or  if  the  Collcctors  choscu  by  any  such  plantation, 4md 

accepting  such  trust,  shall  be  remiss  or  neglect  their  duty, 

in  every  such  case,  such  plantation  shall  be  proceeded  with 

in  the  same  manner,  as  by  this  act  is  provided  in  the  case 

of  deficient  towns,  and  such  deficient  Collectors  shall  be 

and  hereby  are  made  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  to  be 

recovered  by  the  same  process  as  by  this  act  is  provided 

in  the  case  of  deficient  Collectors  chosen  by  towns. 

are  taxed"©?*        -^^^  ^^  *^  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  where  any 

real  estate  in      persou  or  pcrsous  who  may  be  taxed  for  any  real  estate  in 

their  poasesaion,  f,.  ^.  ./  -xi-i. 

and  are  not  their  posscssiou,  may  not  be  owners  or  proprietors  of  such 
orcouJctora^in  estatc,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Collector  on  whose 
rate  bill  the  name  or  names  of  any  such  person  or  persons 
shall  be  borne,  to  demand  as  soon  as  may  be  after  such 
bill  shall  be  regularly  committed  to  him,  the  full  amount 
of  the  taxes  that  may  be  therein  assessed  upon  such  per- 
son or  persons  respectively ;  and  that  all  cattle,  sheep, 
horses,  swine  or  other  stock,  and  also  all  the  produce  of 
any  such  estate  which  then,  or  within  nine  months  from 
the  time  such  assessment  shall  be  committed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  or  may  be  found  on  the  premises  belonging  to  the 
owner  or  proprietor  of  such  estate,  or  to  any  tenant 
thereof  taxed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken  and 
disposed  of  by  public  auction,  in  manner  as  is  provided  by 
law,  in  case  of  distress  taken  for  taxes  in  discharge  in  part 
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or  in  whole  of  any  sum  or  sums  assessed,  upon  any  such 
person  or  persons  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  stock  or  produce 
which  may  he  taken  and  disposed  of  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
the  property  of  the  proprietor  or  owner  of  the  land 
assessed  as  aforesaid,  in  every  such  case  such  person  or 
persons  assessed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  held  to  make  full 
satisfaction  to  the  owner  or  proprietor  of  such  stock  or 
produce,  and  the  Collector  making  distress  shall  not  be 
chargeable  with  the  same. 

Provided  always^  That  if  the  pereon  or  persons  assessed  JJ^^S^'^Te  *° 
as  aforesaid  shall  remain  on  such  estate,  or  in  the  town,  MMued  for 
district,  parish,  precinct  or  plantation,  where  the  same  poMeMion. and 
may  lay,  for  the  space  of  nine  months  next  after  the  rate  •'*»ot  owner*, 
bill  shall  be  committed  to  any  such  Collector  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  Collector  shall  have  no  other  remedy  than  against 
the  person  or  property  of  the  person  or  persons  assessed 
as  aforesaid,  unless  it  shall  appear,  that  there  was  no  suflS- 
cieut  distress  to  be  found  upon  the  premises  within  that 
tittle,  and  that  such  Collector  was  unable  to  collect  the 
sum  or  sums  due  from  the  person  or  persons  assessed  as 
aforesaid  within  the  like  term ;  in  which  case  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  such  Collector  or  Collectors  to  proceed 
tb  sell  so  much  of  said  real  estate  as  may  be  necessary  to 
discharge  the  said  assessment  and  charges,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  hereinafter  provided  for  the  sale  of  lands 
belonging   to  non-resident  proprietors  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes.     Provided  such  sale  shall  be  made  within 
the  teim  of  one  year  from  the  time  such  tax  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  such  Collector  or  Collectors,  and  not  afterwards. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  preoinets  & 
of  any  precinct  or  parish  within  this  Commonwealth,  some  JS^JrS ??* 
time  in  the  month  of  March  annually,  at  the  time  they  [JSIJ^nSlJnJ; 
choose  other  precinct  or  parish  officers,  to  choose  one  or 
more  person  or  persons  to  serve  as  Collector  or  Collectors* 
of  all  such  rates  or  assessments  as  shall  be  granted   or 
agreed  upon  by  such  precinct  or  parish,  who  shall  be  duly 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
or  them ;  and  any  person  that  shall  be  chosen  into  the 
office  of  a  Collector  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  refuse  to  accept  PenaUy  for  r». 
thereof,  or  deny  or  neglect  to  take  the  oath  by  law  re-  '^^*  ^  ■*'^*" 
quired,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the  Treasurer  of  such 
precinct  or  parish,  for  the  use  of  such  precinct  or  parish, 
the  sum  of  Five  pounds^  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in 
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the  same  manner  fines  are  recovered  from  persons  refusing 
to  serve  in  the  office  of  a  Constable  in  any  town  or  dis- 
trict ;  Provided  no  person  in  commission  for  any  office, 
civil  or  military,  church  officer,  or  member  of  the  Council, 
Senate  or  House  of  UepresentatLves,  Selectmen,  Town 
Clerk,  Town  Treasurer,  or  Assessors  for  the  time  being, 
nor  any  other  person,  that  has  served  as  Constable  or 
Collector  for  himself  or  his  own  turn,  within  the  space  of 
i&even  years,  shall  be  obliged  to  serve  in  the  office  of  Col- 
lector. 

Be  it  further  enaded^  That  the  oath  to  be  administered 
to  the  Constable  in  any  town  or  district,  shall  be  in  the 
form  following. 

Whereas  you  A.  D.  are  chosen  Constable  within  the 
town  of  C7.  for  one  year,  now  following,  and  until  other  be 
chosen  and  sworn  in  your  place,  do  swear,  that  you  will 
carefully  intend  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  the  dis- 
covery and  preventing  all  attempts  against  the  same ;  that 
you  will  duly  execute  all  warrants,  which  shall  be  sent 
unto  you  from  lawful  authority,  and  faithfully  attend  all 
such  directions  in  the  laws  and  orders  of  Court,  as  are  or 
shall  be  committed  to  your  care  ;  that  you  will  faithfully 
and  with  what  speed  you  can,  collect  and  levy  all  such 
fines,  distresses,  rates,  assessments  and  sums  of  money, 
for  which  you  shall  have  sufficient  warrants  according  to 
law ;  rendering  an  account  thereof,  and  paying  the  same 
according  to  the  direction  in  your  warrant ;  and  with  like 
faithfulness,  speed,  and  diligence,  you  will  serve  all  writs, 
executions,  and  distresses,  in  private  causes  betwixt  party 
and  party,  and  make  return  thereof  duly,  in  the  same 
Court  wheie  they  are  returnable ;  and  in  all  these  things, 
you  shall  deal  faithfully,  whilst  you  shall  be  in  office,  with- 
out any  sinister  respects  of  favour  or  displeasure. 

8o  help  you  God. 

And  the  oath  to  such  as  may  be  Collectors  only,  shall 
be  in  the  following  form. 

You  A.  B.  being  appointed  a  Collector  of  taxes  within 
the         of        for  one  year  next  following,  do  swear,  that 
you  will  levy  and  collect,  with  what  speed  you  can,  all  ' 
such  rates  and  assessments  for  which  you  shall  have  suffi- 
cient warrants,  according  to  law :  rendering  an  account 
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thereof,  and  paying  the  same,  according  to  the  direction 

in  your  warrant.  ct    r  i  ry  ^ 

-^  I  So  help  you  God. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  case  of  distress  or  Fees  in  oaMs  of 
commitment  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  the  oflScer  con-  S2?-piymenVof 
cerned  therein  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees,  which  ^ 
Sheriffs  by  law  are  or  may  be  entitled  to  for  levying  exe- 
cutions, saving  that  the  travel  in  case  of  distress  shall  be 
computed  only  from  the  dwelling  house  of  the  officer  mak- 
ing such  distress  to  the  place  where  the  distress  may  be 
made.  March  16, 1786. 


tazea. 
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[February  SeasioD,  eh.  30.] 

AN   ACT  FOR  SETTING  OFF  PETER  NOTES,  ESQ;   AND  OTHERS,  /nr/.^^     rr-t 
INHABITANTS  OF  THE  FIRST  PARISH  IN  FALMOUTH.IS  THE  ^"-^F* 
COUNTY    OF     CUMBERLAND,    AND     ANNEXING    THEM     AND 
THEIR  ESTATES,  TO  THE  THIRD  PARISH  IN  SAID  FALMOUTH, 

Whereas  Peter  Noyes,  Esq;  and  others,  living  within  Preamble. 
the  first  parish  o/"  Falmouth,  in  the  county  o/"  Cumberland, 
have  represented  to  this  Court  that  it  is  very  inconvenient 
for  them  to  attend  the  public  worship  of  God  in  said  first 
parish,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  annexed  to  the 
third  parish  in  said  Falmouth  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  .Gourt  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  Pc/e?'  Noyes,  Esq  ;  and  all  the  peterNoyes. 
inhabitants  of  the  first  parish  and  all  the  estates  belonging  STnexS^to  uw* 
to  said  first  parish,  lying  to  the  northward  of  Back  Cove  ^^^  paruh. 
Creeks  so  called,  in   Falmouth  aforesaid,   be,   and   they 
hereby  are,  annexed  to  the  third  parish  in  Falmouth;  and 
shall  forever  hereafter,  be  considered  as  l)elonging  to,  and 
making  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  same. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  any  person  hereby  set  off  from  proviao. 
said  first  parish,  and  who  may  choose  to  belong  to  the 
same,  and  shall  signify  his  desire  to  the  Clerk  of  said  first 
parish,  of  continuing  a  member  thereof,  within  twelve 
months  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  considered 
as  belonging  to  said  first  parish,  any  thing  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  those  hereby  annexed  to  said  third  parish,  and  Pereonseetoif 
who  were  before  liable  by  law  to  pay  taxes  to  said  first  their  propSrtion 
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of  airearaffei      parish,  shall,  thev  and  their  estates,  be  held  and  obliged 

dae  from  the        f  'i-  •'..  /.n  j  i»  -j 

first  pariih.       to  pay  their  proportion  of  all  arrearages  due  from  said 
first  parish.  March  20, 1786. 

1785.  — Chapter  72. 

[FebniAry  BomIod,  oh.  82.] 
Chap.    72  -^N    ACT     FOR    REVIVING    AND    CONTINUING     SUNDRY    LAWS 
^'  THAT  ARE  EXPIRED  AND   NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Preamble.  Whereos  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned^  which 

are  expired  or  near  expiring^  have  been  found  useful  and 
beneficial,  viz.  —  One  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two,  entitled, '«  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  several  laws  of  this  Province  relating 
to  the  support  of  Poor  and  Indigent  Persons."  Also  an 
act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-four,  entitled,  *'An  act  to  prevent 
unnecessary  cost  being  allowed  to  parties  and  witnesses  in 
the  several  Courts  of  Justice  within  this  Province."  Also 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty,  entitled, «'  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  better  regulating  Swine."  Also  an  act  made  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  further  regulating  the  course 
of  Judicial  proceedings."  Also  an  act  made  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
entitled,  '<  An  act  in  further  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  for  explanation  of  and  supplement  to  an  act  referring 
to  the  Poor,  &c."  Also  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundi'ed  and  sixty-two,  entitled, 
«'  An  act  to  prevent  damage  by  fire  in  the  towns  of  Salem 
and  Marblehead,  and  other  maritime  towns  in  the  Province." 
Also  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,  entitled,  '« An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  Oysters  in  the  several  bays  and 
rivers  hereafter  mentioned  within  this  Province."  Also 
an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-nine,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  empower  the 
East  Precinct  in  Salem,  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Diman 
now  oflSciates,  to  raise  money  for  defraying  ministerial 
and  other  necessary  charges  of  said  Precinct."  Also  an 
act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  entitled,  •*  An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of  Moose  and 
Deer  on  Tarpaulin  Cove  island,  and  Mennemesset  islands, 
lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County,'*    Also 


1785.  — Chapter  73.  679 

an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  entitled, '«  An  act  to  regulate  the 
Sale  of  goods  at  public  Vendue,  and  to  limit  the  number  of 
Auctioneers."  Also  an  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  entitled,  **  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  and  passed  at  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court,  entitled,  ''  An  act  to  regulate 
the  Sale  of  goods  at  public  Vendue  and  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  Auctioneers." 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bqfh 
resentatwes  in  General  Court  assembled^  and  by '  the 
authority  of  the  same^  That  such  of  the  beforementioned  KnactingciauM. 
acts  as  are  expired  be  revived,  and  such  of  the  said  acts 
as  are  not  yet  expired  be  continued,  with  all  and  every 
article,  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  con- 
tiiined,  and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber^ in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven.  March  20 ,  1786. 


1786.  — Chapter  73. 

[Febrnary  8«nloD,  oh.  33.] 
AN  ACT   IN     ADDITION    TO    AN     ACT.    ENTITLED,    "AN    ACT    IN    (JhQj)    73 
ADDITION  TO   AND   FOR    REPEALING  CERTAIN    CLAUSES    OF  ^' 

AN  ACT,  PASSED  THE  PRESENT  YEAR,  ENTITLED,  «♦  AN  ACT 
FOR  REGULATING  AND  GOVERNING  THE  MILITIA  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  AVD  FOR  REPEALING 
ALL  LAWS   HERETOFORE   MADE   FOR  THAT  PURPOSE. 

Whereas  by  the  laio  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord^  one  Preamble. 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -five  ^  for  requlating  and 
governing  the  Militia  of  this  Commomvealthy  it  is  pro- 
vided^ "  that  all  officers  elected,  appointed  and  commission- 
atedy  at  the  time  of  parsing  the  said  lawy  shall  be  continued 
in  commission^  and  hold  their  respective  commxinds  in  the 
MilitiaJ^  And  whereas  by  another  law,  passed  the  same 
year,  the  said  Militia  is  formed  into  nine  divisions,  each 
of  which  is  to  be  commanded  by  a  Major  General;  and  it 
is  inexpedient  that  Major  Generals  should  hold  commis- 
sions in  the  Militia,  who  shall  not  have  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  divisions  assigned  them :  *  • 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  providing  clause,  annexed  2?mwacf 
to  the  first  enacting  paragraph  of  the  act,  passed  in  the  repealed. 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  entitled,  '*  An  Act  for  regulating  and  governing  the 
Militia  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ^  and  for 
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repealing  all  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,''  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  Major  Generals,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  declared  void  and  of  no  effect. 

And  be  U  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 

^la^ofSf^  That  every  person  who  may  at  any  time  hereafter,  be 

SSlj'JSil)?*'^  elected  a  Major  General,  in  any  division  of  the  Militia  of 

fort  da  •        ^^^  Commonwealth,  and  shall  not  within  forty  days,  afl»r 

^  *^**       he  shall  be  duly  notified  of  his  election  by  the  Secretary, 

signify  his  acceptance  thereof,  he  shall  be  considered  as 

declining  to   accept  his  appointment,  and  a  new  choice 

shall  be  had. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
SoUSifdSi^^.  That  every  person  already  elected  a  Major  General,  in  any 
thJil^aSSS^'Snce  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Militia,  who  hath  had  due  notice  of  his 
thfrtv'dSy^  ^  election  given  him  by  the  Secretary,  and  neglects  to  sig- 
dMHniLgto^  nify  his  acceptance  thereof,  and  shall  delay  to  accept  his 
appointment  thirty  days  from  the  passing  this  act,  he  shall 
be  considered  as  declining  to  serve  in  the  said  oflSce  of 
Major  General.  March  20, 1786. 


9VTVB. 
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[Pebroary  Seuion,  eh.  5.] 

Chap.  74  ^N   ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  THRBB 
^  HUNDRED  THOUSAND,  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-NINE 

POUNDS,  ONE  SHILLING  AND  THREE  .PENCE,  VIZ.:  ONE 
HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-FIVE  THOUSAND,  SIX  HUNDRED  AND 
FIFTY-FIVE  POUNDS,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  COMPLYING 
WITH  THE  REQUISITION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  CON- 
GRESS ASSEMBLED,  OF  THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAY  OF  SEP- 
TEMBER, ANNO  DOMINI,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
AND  EIGHTY-FIVE;  FOR  RAISING  TWENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-FOUR  POUNDS,  ONE  SHIL- 
LING AND  THREE  PENCE,  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OP  GOVERN- 
MENT; AND  TWENTY-NINE  THOUSAND  POUNDS  FOR  THE 
PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST  ON  THE  CONSOLIDATED  NOTES  OF 
THIS  STATE;  AND  THE  SUM  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
POUNDS  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  REDEEMING  THE  REMAINDER 
OF  THE  ARMY  NOTES,  SO  CALLED.  WHICH  BECAME  PAYABLE 
IN  THE  YEARS  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
EIGHTY-FOUR.  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
EIGHTY-FIVE,  AND  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
EIGHTY-SIX,  NOT  ALREADY  PROVIDED  FOR;  AND  ALSO  THE 
FURTHER  SUM  OF  ELEVEN  THOUSAND  AND  ONE  POUNDS, 
EIGHTEEN  SHILLINGS,  TO  REPLACE  THE  SAME  SUM  DRAWN 
OUT  OF  THE  TREASURY.  TO  PAY  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FOR  THEIR  ATTENDANCE  THE 
FIVE  LAST  SESSIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Preamble.  Wficreas  it  is  uecessary  that  immediate  provision  be  made 

to  supply  the  treasury  of  the  United  States^  pursuant  to, 
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and  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled^  of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Sep- 
tember, Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-^jfivey  and  to  raise  monies  sufficient  to  support  the 
charges  of  civil  government  within  this  Commonwealth^ 
and  to  pay  somejmrt  of  the  interest  on  government  secur- 
ities^  and  to  redeem  the  remainder  of  the  army  notes  issued 
by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  pursuant  to  a  law 
passed  the  fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  each  town,  district,  plantation,  and  other  Eaohtowoto 
place  within  this   Commonwealth,  shall  be  assessed  and  fo'the^Mhe^nto. 
pay  the  several  sums  with  which  they  stand  charged  in 
the  following  schedule,  viz. : 
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And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  ({foresaid^  That  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  do  forthwith  send  his 
warrants,  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  each 
town,  district  or  other  place,  within  this  Commonwealth, 
that  are  taxed,  requiring  them  respectively  to  assess  the 
sum  hereby  set  upon  such  town  or  other  place,  in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say^  to  assess  all  the  male  polls  above 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  within  their  respective  towns  or 
other  places  next  adjoining  to  them,  belonging  to  no  other 
town  or  place,  including  negroes  and  mulattoes,  and  such 
of  them  as  are  under  the  government  of  a  master  or  mis- 
tress to  be  taxed  to  such  master  or  mistress  respectively, 
in  the  same  manner  as  minors  and  apprentices  are  taxed, 
at  twenty-five  shillings  each ;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
sum  set  to  each  town  or  other  place,  after  deducting  the 
sums  assessed  on  the  polls  as  aforesaid,  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  or  other  place  as  aforesaid,  according  to 
the  just  value  of  the  whole  real  estate  by  each  inhabitant 
of  such  town  or  place  respectively  possessed,  on  the  first 
day  of  May^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six, 
in  his  own  right  or  in  the  right  of  others,  lying  within  the 
said  town  or  place,  improved  or  not  improved ;  and  on 
the  non-resident  possessors  of  real  estate  lying  within  said 
town  or  place,  in  their  own  right  or  in  the  right  of  others, 
improved  or  not  improved  ;  saving  all  agreements  between 
landlords  and  tenants ;  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the 
landlord  to  reimburse  one  half  of  the  tax ;  and  also  on 
the  inhabitants  of  such  town  or  place,  and  on  other  per- 
sons possessing  estate  within  the  same,  according  to  the 
proportion  of  the  amount  and  just  value  of  their  whole 
personal  estate,  including  money  at  interest  more  than 
they  pay  interest  for,  although  the  same  be  secured  by  an 
absolute  conveyance  of  real  estate,  if  a  bond  of  defeasance 
or  a  promise  of  reconveyance  has  been  given  (excepting 
only  such  monies  as  are  lent  to  government,  and  by  an 
act  of  government  expressly  exempted  from  taxation) 
monies  of  all  kind  in  hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  the 
just  value  of  all  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  stock  in 
trade,  vessels  of  all  sorts,  at  home  or  abroad,  with  their 
stores,  appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate,  horaes, 
oxen  and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  swine  and  grain 
of  all  sorts,  and  all  kind  of  the  produce  of  the  land, 
and  all  other  property  whatsoever,  excepting  household 
furniture,  wearing  apparel,  farming  utensils  and  the  toola 
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of  mechanics,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next ;  and  the 
Assessors  in  their  respective  towns  or  other  places,  shall 
estimate  all  the  before  enumerated  articles  at  six  per  cent. 
upon  the  real  value  of  the  same,  in  the  places  where  they 
*are  (excepting  unimproved  lands,  which  shall  be  estimated 
at  tvDO per  cent,  only)  and  on  the  amount  of  their  income 
from  any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade  or  employ-j  j 
ment,  and  also  on  the  amount  of  all  their  incomes  anq  j 
profits  gained  by  trading  by  sea  or  on  shore.  And  th^  / 
Treasurer,  in  his  said  warrants,  shall  likewise  require  ttie 
Assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  the  said  assessment,  set- 
ting forth,  in  distinct  columns  against  each  person's  name, 
how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and  how  much 
for  real  estate,  and  how  much  for  personal  estate,  and 
how  much  for  faculty  and  for  income  by  trade  as  afore- 
said ;  and  if  as  for  guardian  or  for  any  estate  in  his  or  her 
improvement  in  trust,  to  be  distinctly  expressed  ;  and  shall 
also  insert  upon  their  rate  bills  the  number  of  acres  of 
unimproved  land  which  they  have  taxed  to  each  of  the 
non-resident  proprietors  of  land  within  their  respective 
towns  or  other  places,  and  also  the  real  value  at  which 
they  have  estimated  the  same;  and  the  list  or  lists  so 
perfected  and  signed  by  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  by 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  commit  to  the  Collector  or 
Collectors,  Constable  or  Constables,  of  any  such  town  or 
place,' with  a  warrant  or  warrants  in  due  form  of  law  for 
collecting  and  paying  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  to  return  a  certificate  of  the  name  or 
names  of  such  Collector  or  Collectors,  Constable  or  Con- 
stables, with  the  sum  total  to  each  of  them  committed, 
unto  the  said  Treasurer,  some  time  before  the  first  day  of 
July  next ;  and  make  and  subscribe  a  certificate  of  the 
same  in  due  form  of  law.  Provided  7ierertheless,  That  the 
following  persons  viz.  The  President,  Professors,  Tutors, 
Librarian,  and  the  Students  of  Harvard  College,  who 
have  their  usual  residence  there,  and  who  enjoy  no  other 
pecuniary  oflSce  or  employment,  and  settled  Ministers  of 
the  Gospel  and  Grammar  School  Masters,  are  not  to  be 
assessed  for  their  polls  or  for  their  estates,  unless  their 
estate  be  not  under  their  actual  management  or  improve- 
ment, or  not  in  the  parishes  where  they  are  settled  ;  and 
also  all  persons  who  have  the  management  and  improve- 
ment of  the  estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be 
assessed  for  the   same,  nor  Indians   for  their  polls   or 
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estates  ;  and  if  there  be  any  other  persons  who  by  reason  of 
age,  inGrmity  or  poverty,  are  unable  to  pay,  as  others, 
towards  the  public  charges,  or  any  widows  or  orphans,  who 
depending  on  the  interest  of  their  money  for  their  sub- 
sistence, or  who  by  receiving  paper  money  in  the  course 
of  the  late  war,  have  been  so  reduced,  as  that,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Assessors  they  ought  to  be  relieved  in 
their  taxes ;  in  any  such  case  the  Assessors  may  exempt 
their  polls  or  estates,  or  abate  any  part  of  what  they  are 
set  at,  as  they  on  their  oaths  shall  tiiink  just  and  equita- 
ble. And  the  Justices  in  their  Sessions  in  their  respec- 
tive counties  assembled,  in  apportioning  a  county  tax  or 
assessment,  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  apportion 
the  same  on  the  several  towns  or  other  places,  in  such 
county,  in  proportion  to  this  tax ;  and  the  Assessors  in 
each  town,  parish  or  other  place  within  this  Conmion- 
wealth,  are  also  directed,  in  making  town  or  parish  taxes, 
to  govern  themselves  by  the  same  rule,  having  regard  to 
all  such  alterations  of  polls  or  of  property  as  may  happen 
within  the  same,  subsequent  to  their  assessing  tins  tax  as 
aforesaid. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeaaid^ 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  this  State,  or 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Clerk  of  any  town,  district  or 
plantation,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  author- 
ized to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  (as  the  case  may 
be)  to  the  holders  of  Certificates  of  liquidated  Debts  here- 
after mentioned,  other  than  Loan  Office  Certificates,  in  the 
form  following,  viz. 

You  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case 
may  be)  that  the  Certificate  in  your  possession,  now 
exhibited,  or  to  be  exhibited  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Continental  Loan  Office,  is  bona  fide  the  property  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  State,  orrof 
some  corporate  body  or  chantable  institution  within  the 
same,  or  of  some  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  any  of  the 
United  States.  8o  help  you  God. 

And  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Clerk  of  any  Town, 
District  or  Plantation,  before  whom  such  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  made,  shall  make  and  subscribe  a  certificate 
thereof,  mentioning  therein  the  date  and  number  of  such 
Certificates  of  Liquidated  Debts,  and  the  persons  to  wjiomi 
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and  the  sums  for  which  they  were  given ;  for  each  of 
which  oaths  or  affirmations,  and  certificates  thereof,  he 
shall  receive  six  pence^  and  no  more,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  or  persons  exhibiting  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  to 
such  possessors  of  army  notes  as  shall  apply  for  the  same, 
a  certificate  or  certificates,  in  lieu  of  such  note  or  notes, 
in  the  form  following,  viz. 

Treasuber's  Office,  Boston,  178        N**- 

Pursuant  to  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  I  do  hereby 
certify,   that  there  is  due   to  or  bearer,  the   sum 

of .  and  this  certificate  shall  be  received  in  payment 

for  one  third  of  the  tax  granted  in  March ^  1786,  equal  to 
the  same  sum  in  gold  and  silver. 

T.  I.  Treasurer. 

And  the  same  shall  be  received  in  payment  at  the 
treasury,  for  that  third  part  of  this  tax  appropriated  for 
the  redemption  of  army  notes,  equal  to  the  same  sum  in 
gold  and  silver. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  interest  shall  be  allowed 
by  the  Treasurer  and  Collectors,  on  such  of  said  army 
notes  as  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  this  tax,  until  the 
first  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  not  afterwards. 

And  to  prevent  fraud  in  Constables  and  Collectors, 

Be  it  enacted.  That  each  Constable  or  Collector  of  taxes 
shall,  on  his  presenting  any  of  the  Certificates,  Notes,  or 
orders,  as  aforesaid,  and  before  he  is  credited  for  the  same, 
take  the  following  oath  before  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, or  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  is 
directed  to  administer  the  same  without  any  fee,  viz. 

I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  all  the  Army  Notes,  Orders,  or 
Ceitificates  (as  the  case  may  be)  now  offered  by  me  in 
payment  of  the  tax  granted  in  March,  Anno  Domini,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  to  the  amount  of 
were  actually  received  from  the  several 
persons  named  in  my  rate  list,  in  discharge  of  the  taxes 
committed  to  me  to  collect,  without  any  discount  or 
premium,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  any  promise  or 
hope  of  reward  whatever,  and  that  I  have  given  seasona- 
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ble  notice  to  all  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  iist, 
that  one  third  part  of  the  said  taxes  might  be  paid  in  the 
Army  Notes,  and  one  third  part  in  the  Certificates  of  the 
Loan  Officer.  So  help  me  God. 

And  the  Justice  before  whom  such  oath  shall  be  taken, 
shall  make  and  sign  a  certificate  thereof,  expressing  there- 
in the  date,  number  and  amount  of  such  note  or  Notes, 
order  or  orders,  Certificate  or  Certificates,  which  Certificate 
made  and  signed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
Treasurer  with  the  said  Public  Notes,  orders  and  Certifi- 
cates ;  on  receipt  of  which,  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to 
give  such  Constable  or  Collector  credit  for  the  amount 
thereof,  and  not  otherwise.  And  if  any  Constable  or 
Collector  shall  be  guilty  of  receiving  any  premium  or 
reward,  in  any  way  whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  any  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  this  Commonwealth,  he  shall 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  One  hundred  pounds  for  each 
oflfence,  to  be  recovered  by  information  or  by  indictment 
or  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury,  one  half  to  the 
informer  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  monies  arising  from  this 
act  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  purposes  hereafter  men- 
tioned, to  wity  one  hundred  forty-five  thousand^  six  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  five  pounds  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
complying  with  the  requisition  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Septem- 
ber, An)w  Domini^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  one  third  part  of  said  sum  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
and  two  third  parts  thereof  in  Certificates  issued  from  the 
Loan  OfBce  of  this  or  of  any  of  the  United  States,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  requisition  ;  the  payments  in  specie  to  be 
in  the  proportion  aforesaid,  and  to  be  compleated  by  the 
first  day  of  January ^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven ;  and  if  the  said  certificates  are  not  collected 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  then  and  in  such  case  the  Consta- 
bles and  Collectors,  be,  and  are  hereby  empowered  to 
demand  and  receive  the  whole  of  said  sum  in  specie  only. 

And  be  it  enacted  ^  That  Twentyfive  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds  one  shilling  and  three 
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pence  thereof,  in  specie,  be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  civil  government  in  this  Commonwealth, 
and  the  further  sum  of  Twentj/^nine  thousand  pounds,  be, 
and  is  hereby  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  government  securities  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  further  eTiacted,  That  the  remaining  sum  of 
One  hundred  thousand  pounds,  be,  and  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  the  redemption  of  such  of  the  army  notes  as 
are  payable  in  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  and  are 
not  already  provided  for  in  the  tax  act  passed  in  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- four. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  for  the  more  easy  and  con- 
venient collection  of  the  tax  aforesaid,  the  Collectors  of 
the  said  tax  in  the  several  towns,  districts  and  plantations 
in  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed,  to  receive  one  third  part  of  the  said 
tax  in  certificates,  issued  from  the  Loan  OflSce,  for  the 
interest  of  the  said  liquidated  debts,  provided  the  same 
are  paid  to  them  respectively,  with  a  sum  in  specie  equal 
to  one  half  of  such  Certificates,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  receive  of  the 
said  Collectors,  the  certificates  which  shall  be  collected  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  proportion  abovementioned.  And  the 
said  Collectors  are  also  authorized  and  directed  to  collect 
and  receive  one  third  part  of  the  aforesaid  tax  in  the  said 
Army  Notes  or  Certificates  issued  therefor  as  aforesaid, 
and  to  collect  the  residue  of  the  said  Tax  in  specie,  any 
thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  toions  in  this 
Commonwealth,  may  think  it  for  the  interest  of  their  respec- 
tive towns,  that  they  exert  themselves  to  obtain  and  get  into 
their  possession  certificates  of  final  settlements  and  other 
liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
their  proportion  of  the  requisition  of  Congress,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  several  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  grant  such  taxes, 
payable  in  the  Certificates  of  the  liquidated  debts  above 
mentioned,  or  in  specie,  as  they  may  think  necessary,  to 
obtain  such  town's  proportion  of  the  certificates  issued 
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for  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
Assessors  of  such  town  are  hereby  authorized  to  assess 
the  name  accordingly. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  persons  who  dwdl  or 
reside  in  some  towns ^  within  this  Commonwealth^  btU  are 
(Engaged  in  trade  and  negociate  their  business  almost 
entirely  in  f/ther  toixms^  and  there  hire  shops^  stores  or 
wharves;  and  it  is  apparent  Uiat  the  Assessors  oftlte  Uncns 
where  such  persons  reside  or  dwell  cannot  be  so  wdl  ac- 
quainted with  the  business  transacted  by  them^  as  Oie  Assess- 
ors of  the  town  where  the  same  is  done. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
all  pei-sons  within  the  description  aforesaid,  shall  be 
assessed  and  pay  taxes  for  such  of  their  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  stock  in  trade,  ships  and  vessels,  as  are 
sold,  used  or  improved  in  the  towns  where  they  hire 
stores,  shops  or  wharves,  or  transact  the  principal  part  of 
their  business,  and  for  their  faculties  exercised,  and  not 
in  the  towns  where  they  live,  and  shall  accordingly  give 
in  on  oath,  if  required,  a  list  of  their  whole  estate  to  the 
Assessors  of  the  respective  towns,  distinguishing  what 
part  thereof  is  rateable  in  each  town,  and  in  default  there- 
of shall  be  doomed  by  the  Assessors  respectively  :  Pro- 
vided^ That  this  clause  be  not  in  any  case  so  construed 
as  to  enable  any  town  to  tax  any  inhabitant  of  any  other 
town  for  any  estate  for  which  such  town  hath  been 
charged  in  the  last  valuation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  sums  mentioned, 
in  this  act  (except  the  sum  appropriated  to  comply  with 
the  re(|uisi(lon  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, which  is  herein  before  directed  to  be  paid  in  by  the 
first  day  of  January  next)  be  paid  in,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  Aprils  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  And  the  Assess- 
ors of  the  several  towns  who  are  charged  with  the  pay 
of  Representatives,  are  directed,  in  apportioning  the  same, 
to  assess  an  additional  sum  on  polls  and  estates  in  pro- 
portion to  the  sum  they  are  respectively  set  at  in  the  said 
Three  hundred  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
pounds  one  shilling  and  three  pence. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  large  part  of  the  lands  compre- 
hended within  the  claim  of  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  late 
Brigadier  Waldo,  which  have  not  been  returned  in  the 
late  returns  for  valuation ^  nor  by  any  means  taken  into 
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view  as  a  subject  of  taxation  ^  and  as  it  is  just  and  reasona- 
ble that  the  said  land  shoxdd  pay  its  equal  proportion  of 
the  public  taoceSj  in  the  same  manner  as  other  lands  of  the 
like  kind  are  taxed: 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds  ten 
shillings^  be,  and  is  hereby  levied  on  the  lands  lying 
within  the  claim  aforesaid,  which  are  not  liable  to  be 
taxed  by  virtue  of  any  other  clause  in  this  act,  and  shall 
be  paid  in  the  same  kind  and  proportion,  as  this  act 
requires  of  the  towns  and  plantations  within  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  send 
his  warrant  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Lincoln^ 
requiring  him  to  collect  of  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the 
late  Brigadier  General  WaldOy  the  said  sum  of  Four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  pounds  ten  shillings^  in  the  same 
manner  as  Constables  and  Collectors  are  authorized  and 
directed  to  proceed  in  the  collection  of  taxes  laid  on  non- 
resident proprietors  of  unimproved  lands,  and  pay  the 
same  to  himself  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Aprily  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

March  23, 1786. 

1786.  — Chapter  76. 

[February  SeMlon,  oh.  34.] 

AN    ACT    FOR    REGULATING   TOWNS,    SETTING    FORTH    THEIR  pTL^^     7/r 
POWER,    AND    FOR   THE    CHOICE  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS,  AND  ^'*"/''    *  *^ 
FOR  REPEALING  ALL  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT 
PURPOSE. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  bounds  of  all  townships  shall  be,  and 
remain  as  heretofore  granted,   settled   and  established. 
And  to  prevent  an  interference  of  jurisdiction,  the  lines  lidm between 
between  towns  shall  be  run,  and  the  marks  renewed  within  |;id"irt^,i""  • 
three  years  from  the  last  day  of  March  instant,  and  once  jewed,  one©  in 
every  five  years  forever  after,  by  two  or  more  of  the   ^"^**"' 
Selectmen  of  each  town,  or  such  other  persons  as  they  shall 
in  writing  appoint,  to  run  and  renew  the  same ;  and  their 
proceedings,  after  every  such  renewal  of  boundaries,  shall 
be  recorded  in  the  respective  town  books.    The  Selectmen 
of  the  most  ancient  town  to  give  notice  in  writing  unto  the 
Selectmen  of  the  adjoining  town,  of  the  time  and  place  of 
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meeting  for  such  perambulation,  ten  days  before  hand ; 
and  the  selectmen  who  shall  neglect  their  duty  in  notify- 
ing or  attending,  either  pei-sonally  or  by  their  substitutes, 
to  perambulate  the  line,  at  the  time  and  place  assigned  as 
aforesaid,  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Five 
poundSy  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  town  which  shall  com- 
ply with  their  duty  as  aforesaid,  and  the  other  third  part 
unto  any  two  or  more  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  so  com- 
plying, who  are  hereby  empowered  to  inform  or  sue  there- 
for, in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  same  county, 
at  any  time  within  two  years  after  the  forfeiture  shall  be 
incurred,  and  not  afterwards. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
J'^fjf'^tw*"*'  That  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  each  town  in 

otber  InhADi-  .  , 

^n|«of^townB,    this  govcmment,  who  shall  pay  to  one  smgle  tax,  besides 
annuaii/for      the  poll  or  polls,  a  sum  equal  to  two-thirds  of  a  single  poll- 
tSwS**offlSe«.     tax,  shall,  in  the  month  of  March  or  April  annually,  meet 
and  assemble  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  same  town,  as 
they  shall  be  notified  to  attend,  by  the  constable  or  con- 
stables of  the  town,  or  such  others  as  the  Selectmen  shall 
appoint  to  notify  the  same ;  and  the  said  Freeholders,  and 
other  inhabitants,  shall  then  and  there,  by  a  major  vote, 
choose  a  Clerk,  (who  shall  be  under  oath  truly  to  record 
all  votes  passed  in  such  and  other  town  meetings  during 
the  year,  and  until  another  clerk  shall  be  chosen  and  sworn 
in  his  stead,  and  also  faithfully  to  discharge  all  the  other 
duties  of  his  said  office)  three,  five,  seven  or  nine  able  and 
discreet  persons  of  good  conversation,  inhabiting  in  the 
town,  to  be  Selectmen  or  Townsmen,  and  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  where  other  persons  shall  not  be  particularly  chosen 
to  that  office,  (which  any  town  may  do  if  they  shall  think 
it  necessary  and  convenient)  three  or  more  Assessors,  two 
or  more  judicious  persons  for  Fence-viewers,  Treasurer, 
Surveyors  of  highways,  Surveyora  of  lumber.  Wardens, 
Tythingmen,  Sealers  of  leather,  Measurers  of  wood.  Clerks 
of  the  market.  Constables,  and  other  usual  Town  Officers ; 
the  said  officers  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  or  such  other 
Peraone  chosen  mcthod  as  the  votcrs  agree  upon.     And  the  town  clerk,  or 
■Sramonedto  ^  two  of  the  sclcctmcn,  shall  forthwith  make  out  a  list  of 
the^w^d/rk    the  names  of  all  those  who  shall  be  then  chosen  into  office, 
pie^c^tbed  by^^  of  whom  au  oath  is  by  law  required,  and  deliver  the  same 
f^^'  to  some  constable  or  constables  of  the  same  town,  together 

with  a  warrant  to  him  or  them  directed,  who  is  hereby 
required,  within  three  days  after  receiving  such  warrant, 
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to  notify  and  summon  each  of  the  said  persons  to  appear 

before  the  town  clerk  within  seven  days  from  the  time  of 

such  notice  y  to  take  the  oath  by  law  prescribed  to  the  office 

into  which  they  are  severally  chosen ;  and  every  person  Forfeiture  for 

who  shall  neglect  to  appear  before  the  town  clerk,  within  JJplSJ!"*  ^ 

the  said  seven  days,  and  take  the  oath  of  office  unto  which 

he  is  chosen  and  summoned  as  aforesaid,  which  oath  the 

town  clerk  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer,   (unless 

such  person  is  by  law  exempted  from  serving  in  the  office) 

shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  him  or  them  that  will  inform  or 

prosecute   therefor,  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings^  except 

constables  and  such  other  officers,   for  whose  neglect  a 

different  penalty  is  provided,  two-thirds  for  the  use  of  the 

town,  and  the  other  third  to  the  use  of  the  prosecutor. 

Provided  always^  That  any  person  who  shall  take  the  Provieo. 
oath  of  office  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  file  a  cer- 
tificate thereof  with  the  town  clerk,  within  the  said  ten 
days,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  said  fine ;  and  every 
constable  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ten  days 
from  the  time  of  receiving  such  warrant,  make  a  return 
into  the  clerk's  office  of  the  same  town,  of  the  warrant  to 
him  committed  as  aforesaid,  with  his  doings  thereon,  for 
a  neglect  of  which,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings^  to  be  to  the  use  of  the  town  ;  the  constable 
to  be  allowed  such  reasonable  sum  for  his  services  upon 
this  and  other  town  business  as  the  inhabitants  shall  agree 
upon. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  person  shall  be  Persons  ex- 
obliged  to  serve  in  any  town  office  two  years  successively ;  SSJiS^Il^" 
nor  shall  any  person  in  commission  for  any  office,  civil  or  co"***^***- 
military,  church  officer,  member  of  the  Council,  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  nor  any  one 
who  has  served  in  the  office  of  a  constable  or  collector  of 
any  town,  district,  parish  or  precinct,  within  seven  years, 
be  obliged  to  serve  in  the  office  of  constable ;  and  every  Pereon.  not  ex- 
person  chosen  to  the  office  of  constable,  and  not  exempted  Sg^to  •irve?'*' 
as  aforesaid,  who  shall  refuse  to  take  the  oath  to  that 
office  prescribed,  and  to  serve  therein,  if  he  be  able  in' 
person  to  execute  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Forfeiture. 
use  of  the  town,  the  sum  of  Pive pounds ^  and  if  in  Boston^ 
Salem  or  Newburyport^  Ten  pounds^  and  shall,  if  present, 
forthwith  declare  his  acceptance  or  refusal ;  and  in  case 
he   shall  not  declare  his  acceptance  the  town  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  new  choice,  and  so  from  time  to  time  until  one 
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shall  accept  and  be  sworn  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  be 
present  and  declare  his  refusal  to  serve  in  the  ofSce  of 
constable,  or  who  shall  neglect,  after  being  summoned  as 
aforesaid,  to  take  the  oath  of  office,  for  the  space  of  seven 
days  next  after  such  summons,  and  shall  also  neglect  to 
pay  the  fine  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the 
town  treasurer,  be  summoned  before  the  Court  of  Greneral 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  in  which  such  town 
lieth ;  and  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk,  or  two 
of  the  selectmen,  certifying  that  such  person  was  legally 
chosen  to  the  office  of  constable,  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence  of  the  fact ;  and  if  the  person  sunmioned  shall 
make  default,  or  appearing,  shall  not  shew  sufficient  cause 
to  the  Court  for  his  refusal,  the  Court  shall  order  a  war- 
rant under  the  seal  thereof,  directed  to  any  of  the  con- 
stables of  the  same  town  then  in  office,  to  levy  the  fine 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offenders  goods  and  chattels, 
returning  the  overplus,  (if  any  be)  together  with  the  costs 
arising  on  such  prosecution ;  and  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels,  to  commit  the  delinquent  to  prison  until  the  same 
shall  be  paid.  And  the  Town  Clerk,  shall  make  a  record 
of  such  persons  as  shall  from  time  to  time,  be  sworn  into 
office  before  him,  or  of  such  as  shall  file  certificates  of  their 
being  sworn  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  by  reason  of  non- 
acceptance,  death  or  removal  of  any  person  chosen  to  office 
in  any  town,  at  the  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  town 
officers,  or  at  any  other  time,  or  by  reason  of  a  person's 
becoming  non  compos^  there  is  a  vacancy,  or  want  of  such 
officers,  the  town,  being  orderly  assembled  in  the  manner 
this  act  directs,  may  proceed  to  a  new  choice  of  officers  to 
supply  and  fill  up  such  vacancy ;  and  the  person  or  persons 
thus  chosen  and  sworn  before  the  town  clerk,  or  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  (in  case  an  oath  of  office  is  by  law  required) 
shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office,  as  though  chosen  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing for  the  choice  of  town  officers. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  when  there  shall  be  occasion  of  a  town  meeting,  the 
constable  or  constables,  or  such  other  person  as  shall  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  by  warrant  from  the  Selectmen, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  summon  and  notify  the 
inhabitants  of  such  town  to  assemble  at  such  time  and 
place,  in  the  same  town,  as  the  Selectmen  shall  order,  the 
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manner  of  summoning  the  inhabitants  to  be  such  as  the 
town  shall  agree  upon ;  and  when  ten  or  more  of  the  free-  ' 
holders  of  a  town  shall  signify  in  writing  their  desire  to 
have  any  matter  or  thing  inserted  in  a  warrant  for  calling 
a  meeting,  the  Selectmen  are  hereby  required  to  insert  the 
same  in  the  next  warrant  they  shall  issue  for  a  meeting, 
or  call  a  meeting  for  the  express  purpose  of  considering 
thereof;  and  no  matter  or  thing  shall  be  acted  upon  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  have  any  legal  operation  whatever, 
unless  the  subject  matter  thereof  be  inserted  in  the  war- 
rant for  calling  the  meeting ;  and  in  case  the  Selectmen 
shall  unreasonably  deny  to  call  a  meeting  upon  any  public 
occasion,  any  ten  or  more  of  the  freeholders  of  such  town 
may  apply  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the 
same  county,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  issue  his  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to 
the  Constable  or  Constables  of  the  town,  if  any  such  there 
be,  otherwise  to  any  of.  the  freeholders  applying  therefor, 
directing  him  or  them  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble  at  such  time 
and  place  in  the  same  town  as  the  said  Justice  shall  in  his 
said  warrant  direct,  and  for  the  purpose  in  the  same  war- 
rant expressed.  And  when  by  reason  of  death,  removal 
or  resignation  of  Selectmen,  a  major  part  of  the  number 
originally  chosen  shall  not  remain  in  office  within  any  town, 
in  every  such  case,  a  major  part  of  the  survivors,  or  of 
such  as  remain  in  office,  shall  have  the  same  power  to  call 
a  town  meeting  as  a  major  part  of  the  whole  number  first 
chosen. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  at  every  town  meeting,  a  Moderator  shall  be  first  J^°„g^j^^*""*" 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  votes,  who  shall  be  thereby  em-  '**"**  ' 
powered  to  manage  and  regulate  the  business  of  the  meet- 
ing ;  and  when  a  vote,  declared  by  the  Moderator,  shall 
immediately  after  such  declaration,  be  scrupled  or  ques- 
tioned by  seven  or  more  of  the  voters  present,  the  Moder- 
ator shall  make  the  vote  certain,  by  polling  the  voters,  or 
such  other  way,  as  the  meeting  shall  desire.  And  no  per- 
son shall  speak  in  the  meeting  before  leave  first  had  and 
obtained  from  the  Moderator,  nor  when  any  other  person 
is  orderly  speaking ;  and  all  persons  shall  be  silent  at  the 
desire  of  the  Moderator,  on  pain  of  forfeiting^ve  shillings 
for  the  breach  of  every  such  order,  to  the  use  of  the  town  : 
and  if  any  person  shall,  after  notice  from  the  Moderator, 
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persist  in  his  disorderly  behaviour,  then  it  shall  be  lawfiil 
for  the  Moderator  to  direct  such  disorderly  person  to  with- 
draw from  the  meeting ;  and  such  disorderly  person,  upon 
his  refusal  or  neglect  to  withdraw,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
fine  of  twenty  shillings^  to  the  use  of  the  same  town ;  and 
may  also,  by  direction  of  the  Moderator,  be  carried  out  of 
the  meeting  by  some  Constable  of  said  town,  and  put  into 
the  stocks,  cage,  or  some  other  place  of  confinement,  and 
there  be  detained  for  the  space  of  three  hours,  unless  the 
town  meeting  shall  sooner  adjourn  or  dissolve.  And  all 
suits  and  informations  for  fines  incurred  by  a  breach  of 
this  act,  not  exceeding  forty  shillings^  may  be  heard  and 
determined  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same 
county,  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  town,  unto  whom 
the  penalty  or  any  part  thereof  is  given,  who,  upon  con- 
viction, may  enforce  the  payment  thereof  by  a  similar 
process-,  as  is  herein  prescribed  in  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  pers<ms  who  refuse  to  serve  in 
the  ofBce  of  Constable. 

Provided  always^  That  town  meetings  for  the  choice  of 
Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  Senators,  shall  be 
regulated  as  the  constitution  directs,  and  for  the  choice  of 
Representatives  as  is  otherwise  by  law  prescribed  ;  any 
thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  the  Moderator  of  any  town  meeting,  chosen  as  afore- 
said, is  hereby  authorized,  in  case  no  Justice  of  the  Peace 
be  present,  to  administer  to  the  Clerk,  in  open  town  meet- 
ing, the  oath  by  law  prescribed  to  the  same  office. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  each  respec- 
tive town,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  at  the  annual  meeting,  for 
the  choice  of  town  officers,  or  at  any  other  town  meeting 
regularly  warned,  may  grant  and  vote  6uch  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  settlement, 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  ministry,  schools,  the 
poor,  and  other  necessary  charges,  arising  within  the  same 
town  ;  to  be  assessed  upoh  the  polls  and  property  within 
the  same,  as  by  law  provided;  and  they  are  also  hereby 
empowered  to  make  and  agree  upon  such  necessary  rules, 
orders  and  by-laws,  for  the  directing,  managing  and  order- 
ing the  prudential  affairs  of  such  town,  as  they  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  peace,  welfare  and  good  order 
thereof ;  and  to  annex  penalties  for  the  observance  of  the 
same,  not  exceeding  thirty  shillings  for  one  offence;  to 
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enure  to  such  uses  as  they  shall  therein  direct ;  provided  P«>yito. 
they  be  not  repugnant  to  the  general  laws  of  the  govera- 
ment ;  and  provided  also,  such  orders  and  by-laws  shall  SoSfmiy  ap. 
have"  the  approbation  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  p«>j«  ^"^  <^*"- 

xi_      -Tfc  ^     ^  .A       "I  1  <•!  1  continue  any 

the  Jreace  or  the  same  county  :  And  may  also  allow  and  town  or  private 
approve  of  any  town  or  private  way  laid  out  by  the  Select-  selectmen!"*  ^^ 
raen  of  the  same  town  ;  or  alter  or  discontinue  any  town 
or  private  way,  heretofore  laid  out  and  improved  as  such, 
when  it  shall  appear  that  the  same  is  unnecessary  fur  the 
inhabitants  of  such  town.  Saving  always^  to  any  person 
aggrieved,  or  who  thinks  himself  injured,  liberty  of  apply- 
ing for  remedy  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  in  the  same  county,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed,  to  enquire  into  and  determine  the  matter  by  a 
jury,  thereunto  appointed,  as  well  with  respect  to  the 
necessity  and  convenience,  by  such  discontinuance,  laying 
out,  or  alteration,  as  to  the  damage  that  may  happen  or 
accrue,  to  any  particular  person  or  persons  thereby  ;  and 
thereupon  to  assess  damages  for  the  party  injured,  to  be 
paid  by  such  town  ;  unless  it  appears,  that  the  person  on 
whose  behalf  application  has  been  made,  had  no  just  cause 
of  complaint ;  in  which  case  the  complainant  shall  pay  all 
such  costs  and  charge  as  may  arise  by  such  application  to 
the  Court  of  Sessions.  And  the  verdict  of  a  juiy  being 
received  and  recorded,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive.  Pro- 
vided, such  application  be  made  to  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  within  twelve  months  after  such  way 
is  approved,  altered,  or  discontinued  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
otherwise. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  inhabitants  of  every  town  within  this  government,  inhabitant,  of 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate;  cufredabody'" 
and  as  such,  may  commence  and  prosecute  any  suit  or  p*^'*"®* 
action  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same ;  and  may  also 
defend  any  suit  or  action  commenced  against  them,  and 
for  this  pui-pose,  the  said  inhabitants,  qualified  and  con- 
vened in  manner  aforesaid,  may  nominate  and  appoint  one 
or  more  agents  or  attonieys.     The  choice  of  the  agent  or 
,  attorney  certified  by  the  Town  Clerk,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  sufficient  evidence  of  such  appointment.     And  when 
any  suit  shall  be  commenced  against  any  town,  (or  other 
body  corporate)  a  copy  of  the  writ  or  original  summons, 
or  such  other  legal  process  as  may  issue  against  them, 
shall  be  left  with  the  Clerk  of  such  town,  or  with  one  or 
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more  principal  inhabitants  thereof,  (or  with  the  Clerk  or 
some  principal  member  of  the  body  corporate)  thirty  days 
at  least  before  the  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  .unto 
which  the  same  shall  be  returnable. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid j 
That  all  places  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Districts, 
before  the  first  day  of  January^  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  towns 
to  every  intent  and  purpose  whatever ;  and  places  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  Districts  since  the  same  first  day 
of  January^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  or  such  places  as  may  hereafter  be  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  District,  are  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
piivileges,  and  vested  with  all  the  powers  in  this  act 
expressed,  as  amply  to  every  intent  and  purpose  as  they 
could  have  been  if  expressly  named  herein. 

And  whereas  in  divers  laws,  provision  is  made  relating 
to  the  annual  meetings  in  March,  which  it  is  necessary 
should  be  extended  to  the  meetings  holden  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  case  the  annual  meeting  of  any  town  shotdd 
be  holden  in  that  month : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  matters  and  things,  which  by  any  law  or  resolve  of 
this  Commonwealth,  are  directed  to  be  done,  and  trans- 
acted at  the  town  meetings  in  March,  may  hereafter  be 
done,  and  transacted  at  a  town  meeting  in  April;  any 
thing  in  such  law  or  resolve,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

And  be  it  farther  enaeted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  laws  heretofore  made  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  this  act,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  repealed,  and  rendered 
null  and  void.  March  23, 1786. 
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Chan  76  ^^  ^^  directing  the  time  and  manner  of  appointing 

v//6<«//.      u  COUNTY  TREASURERS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Bepresenta" 

tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 

coQDtyTreaa.    of  the  Same,  That  there  shall  be  annually  chosen  in  each 

noauy^oboMD.    couuty  withiu  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  month  of  March 

or  April,  by  the  written  votes  of  such  persons  as  are  by 

the  constitution  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  the 
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several  towns  or  districts,  a  discreet  suitable  person,  being 
a  freeholder,  and  resident  in  the  same  county,  for  a  County 
Treasurer ;  the  votes  to  be  counted  and  sorted  in  the  town 
or  district  meeting  by  the  Moderator  thereof  and  Town 
Clerk ;  the  names  of  the  persons  voted  for,  and  the  number 
each  person  had,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Clerk  in  the 
town  or  district  book,  and  an  attested  copy  of  such  record 
shall  be  transmitted  under  seal  to  the  next  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be  held  within  and  for  the 
same  county,  on  the  first  day  of  the  Court's  sitting ;  there 
to  be  opened  and  compared  with  the  like  returns  from  the 
several  towns  and  districts  in  such  county :  and  the  per- 
son having  the  majority  of  the  said  votes,  and  accepting 
of  the  said  ofiice,  after  being  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  trust  before  the  said  Court,  or  any  two  Justices 
thereof,  quorum  unuSj  and  giving  bond  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  trust,  with  sufiicient  sureties,  in  such 
penal  sum  as  the  Court  shall  direct,  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
peace  for  the  same  county,  for  the  time  being,  and  his 
successor  in  that  office,  shall  continue  in  the  said  office  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  and  until  some  other  person  shall  be 
chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid  in  his  room. 

And  in  case,   upon  comparing  the  votes  returned  as  wbennoone 
aforesaid,   no  one  person  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  d!«?nuOorit7 
whole   number  of  votes  returned,  or  the  person  chosen  Jlftaraldjju*. 
shall  decline  accepting  the  office,  or  after  accepting  shall  cSSnof  bm- 
die,  or  resign,  or  remove  out  of  the  county,  within  the  l^®"*i5Yiuiu. 
year;  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  biepenon. 
Justices  of  the  same  Court  to  appoint  by  ballot  a  suitable 
person,  being  a  freeholder  in  the  same   county,  to  that 
office ;  and  the  person  thus  appointed  by  the  Justices  of 
the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  accepting  the  office, 
and  being  sworn  to  the  faithfull  discharge  of  the  trust,  and 
giving  bond  as  before  directed,  shall  be  Treasurer  of  said 
county  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  until  some  other 
person  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  Jurthei'  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
That  all  monies  received  by  the  County  Treasurer,  for  the  iconiea  reoeiv«d 
use  of  the  county,  shall  be  improved  and  employed  by  T^suw?how 
him  for  the  defraying  county  charges,   as  the  Court  of  *•  **•  *"P"*^**"' 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  shall  from  time  to  time,  by 
their  order  in  writing,  direct  and  appoint,  except  that  the 
travel  and  attendance  of  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  and  the  travel  of  the  Petit  Jurors,  with 
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the  fees  for  venires,  and  the  legal  fees  to  the  Clerk  for 

examining  and  certifying  the  same,  may  be  paid  by  order 

of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court ;  and  each  County  Treasurer 

shall  account  with  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 

Peace,  for  the  same  county  of  which  he  is  Treasurer,  for 

all  his  receipts  and  payments;  which  Court  shall  make 

him   such   allowance  for  his  executing  the  duties  of  his 

office,  as  to  them  shall  seem  reasonable. 

SrfoI^ihS^w-      ^ndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  each  County  Treasurer 

■iKri£[iiu*"in  respectively  be,  and  hereby  is, authorized  and  empowered 

Aoconnt  an.       to  draw  in  and  enforce  the  payment  of  all  county  rates  and 

^(^DenET     taxes,  assessed  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  law,  by  the 

^^^'  same  rules  and  methods  prescribed  for  the  Treasurer  and 

Receiver  Genera,  of  the  Commonwealth  to  gather  in  the 

rates  and  taxes  assessed  for  the  use  of  the  Conmion wealth, 

and  shall  annually  lay  before  the  General  Court  an  account 

of  all  monies,  that  shall  have  been  raised  in  the  county  to 

which  he  belongs,  by  assessments  on  the  several  towns  and 

places  therein,  or  by  any  other  way  or  manner  by  him 

received  as  County  Treasurer,  and  how  the  same  have  been 

disposed  of;  and  no  further  assessment  shall  be  made  on 

the  several  towns  and  places  in  the  county  to  which  he 

belongs,  until  the  said  account  has  been  offered  to  the 

General  Court  and  allowed  by  them. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

pulSi  k^De^m-  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day 

Wnezt.  of  December  next,  and  not  sooner.         March  23, 1786. 

1786.  — Chapter  77. 

[Febniftry  SeMlon,  oh.  86.] 

Chap.  77  ^N    ACT   INCORPORATING   A  SOCIETY.  BY   THE   NAME  OF  THE 
-^  MASSACHUSETTS  CONGREGATIONAL   CHARITABLE  SOCIETY. 

Preamble.  WTicreas  a  nuviber  of  Congregational  Ministers,  within 

this  Commonwealth,  have  petitioned,  and  it  appears  to  the 
General  Court  expedient,  that  a  number  of  persons  be 
incorporated  into  a  society,  for  the  humane  and  benevolent 
purposes  of  affording  relief  and  support  to  the  widotcs  and 
children  of  deceased  Ministers,  and  other  pa'sons  herein 
mentioned: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  Oeneral  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.   That    Thomas  Barnard,  Clerk, 
Stepfien    Choate,   Esq ;     Caleb  Davis,   Esq ;    Benjamin 
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Goodhue^  Esq  ;  Nathaniel  Gorham^  Esq  ;  John  Hancock j 
Esq;  Jason  Baven,  Clerk,  Timothy  Hilliard^  Clerk, 
Simeon  Howard^  Doctor  of  Divinity,  Joseph  Jackson^ 
Clerk,  John  Lathrqp^  Doctor  of  Divinity ,  Phillips  Payson^ 
Clerk,  William  Phillips^  Esq  ;  Samuel  PhillipSyjun.  Esq  ; 
Daniel  Shute^  Clerk,  Caleb  Strong  ^  Esq  ;  James  Sullivan  ^ 
Esq ;  Peter  Thacher^  Clerk,  Oliver  Wendell,  Esq ;  and 
Joseph  Willard,  Doctor  of  Divinity;  be,  and  they  are,  sodety inoor- 
hereby  incorporated  into  a  society,  by  the  name,  stile  and  ^^  ' 
title,  of  TTie  Massachusetts  Congregational  Charitable 
Society;  and  that  they,  and  such  others  as  shall  be  duly 
elected  into  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  and  remain  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  same  name,  stile  and 
title,  forever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  society  and  corporation,  shall  be  capable  of  S^^^ilSd^m. 
receiving,  and  shall  have  power  to  receive,  from  any  per-  SJ^^ofund 
son  or  persons  disposed  to  aid  the  benevolent  purposes  of  &c.  * 

this  institution,  any  grants  or  devises  of  lands  or  tene- 
ments, in  iee  simple,  or  for  a  lesser  estate,  and  all  dona- 
tions and  bequests  of  money,  or  any  other  personal  thing ; 
and  to  use  and  improve  the  same  for  the  purposes,  and 
according  to  the  directions  herein  mentioned  and  provided. 
And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  grants,  donations,  devises  and  bequests,  made  to  ^j^'^jfj''*^ 
the  said  society,  of  any  real  or  personal  estate,  shall  be  by 
the  said  society,  used  and  improved  to  the  best  advantage  ; 
and  the  annual  income  thereof,  shall  be  by  them  applied 
to  the  support  of  such  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
Congregational  ministers,  who  have  been,  or  shall  be  set- 
tied  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  the  President  and  Professors  of  the  University 
in  Cambridge,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  corporation, 
shall  be  proper  objects  of  the  said  charity. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  said  society,  if  at  any  Provuo. 
time  they  shall  judge  it  will  best  answer  the  good  pur- 
poses of  their  institution,  may  increase  their  capital,  by 
placing  a  part  of  the  said  income  at  interest,  or  by  pur- 
chasing real  estate  therewith ;  and  they  shall  have  power 
also  to  take  a  part  of  the  principal  of  their  personal 
estate,  and  bestow  it  on  the  widows  and  children  before- 
mentioned,  if  it  is  consistent  with  the  directions  of  the 
donor. 
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And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  society  and  corporation  shall,  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  May^  have  power  to  elect  by  ballot,  any  other 
person  or  persons,  as  members  of  the  said  society : 

Provided  dtways^  That  the  said  society  shall  not  at  any 
time  consist  of  more  than  thirty  members  :  Provided  also^ 
That  the  same  proportion  be  observed,  in  the  said  elec- 
tions between  the  clergy  and  laity,  which  is  observed  in 
this  act. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  when  it  shall  appear  to 
the  said  society,  that  the  changing  any  real  property  into 
personal  estate,  will  best  answer  the  intentions  of  this 
institution,  the  said  corporation  shall  have  full  power, 
unless  it  is  expressly  ordered  otherwise  by  the  donor,  to 
sell  and  convey  the  same ;  provided  that  the  monies  for 
which  the  said  real  estate  shall  be  sold,  shall  always  be 
applied  to  the  same  use,  to  which  the  income  of  the  estate 
sold,  was  before  applicable. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  said  society  may 
have  one  common  seal,  which  they  may  change  and  renew 
at  pleasure ;  and  that  all  deeds,  conveyances  and  grants, 
covenants  and  agreements  made  by  their  Treasurer,  or 
any  other  person,  by  their  authority  and  direction,  accord- 
ing to  their  institution,  shall  be  good  and  valid ;  and  the 
same  corporation  shall  at  all  times  have  power  to  sue,  and 
may  be  sued,  and  may  defend,  and  shall  be  held  to  answer 
by  the  name,  stile  and  title  aforesaid. 

Be  it  farther  enacted j  That  the  said  society  shall  here- 
after meet  at  Boston^  or  such  other  place  as  they  may 
think  proper  within  the  State,  some  time  in  the  month  of 
May  annually,  and  as  much  oftener  as  they  may  judge 
expedient ;  and  any  seven  members  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  President,  Vice-President,  Treasurer  or  Secretary, 
being  one,  shall  be  a  quorum;  and  the  said  society,  at 
their  meetings  in  May,  annually,  shall  have  power  to 
elect  and  choose  a  President,  Vice-President,  Treasurer, 
Secretary,  and  all  other  such  officers  as  to  them  shall 
appear  necessary :  which  officers  so  chosen  shall  continue 
in  office  one  year :  and  all  officers  so  chosen  shall  be  under 
oath  to  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  offices 
respectively. 

And  be  it  firther  enacted,  That  the  said  society  hereby 
are,  and  forever  shall  be  vested  with  the  power  of  making 
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by-laws  for  the  more  orderly  managing  the  business  of  the 
corporation  ;  provided  such  laws  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Proviro. 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  same ;  nor  shall  any  penalty  by  them  pro- 
vided exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings. 

And  it  is  nevertheless  provided^  That  the  rents  of  the  ^l^^i  ^^ 
real  estate,  together  with  the  interest  of  the  personal  estate  perumQin.' 
of  the  said  society,  shall  never  exceed  the  annual  income 
of  Three  thousand  pounds. 

And  it  is  farther  enacted,  That  Simeon  Howard,  Doctor  JJJ'yj^JJJJ^^ 
of  Divinity,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  by  public  eaiitheflrai 
notification  in  two  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  to  call  the  "••**°*" 
first  meeting  of  the  said  society  at  such  time  and  place  as 
he  shall  judge  proper ;  at  which  meeting,  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  have  all  the  power  hereby  vested  in  them  at 
their  annual  stated  meetings  in  May;  but  the  ofiicers  by 
them  chosen  shall  not  continue  in  ofiSice  longer  than  the 
next  May  meeting,  unless  they  shall  be  elected  anew. 

March  24y  1786. 


EE80LVE8 

or  THE 

GENERAL    COURT 

OF  TUB 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


BEGUN   AND   HELD   AT  BOSTON,  IN.  THE   COUNTY   OF   SUFFOLK, 

ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  DAY  OF 

MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1786. 


BOSTON: 
PRINTED    BY    ADAMS    AND    NOURSE, 

PHnter9  to  the  Honorable  General  Court. 
M,DOC,LXXXT. 


Reprinted  by  Wbxoht  &  Pottbb  Pbintino  Company,  State  Printers. 


REiSOLVES 

OV  THX 

GENERAL    COURT   OF  THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1786. 


«  1785. — May  Session. 

His  Excellency  JAMES   BOWDOIN,  Esq  ; 

Governor. 

HiB  Honor  THOMAS  GUSHING,  Esq; 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

C0UNCELL0R8. 

Honorable  Walter  Spooner,  Honorable  Aaron  Wood, 
Moses  Gill,  Edward  Cutts, 

Nathan  Gushing,  Samuel  Adams, 

Timothy  DanieTson,  Abraham  Fuller, 

Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Esq'rs. 

Esquires. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Gentlemen  who  compose  the  two 
Branches  of  the  GENERAL  COURT,  viz,: 

SENATORS. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  PHILLIPS,  jun.  Esq ;  President. 

County  of  Suffolk.  County  of  Essex. 

Hon.  William  Phillips,  Hon.  Stephen  Ghoate, 

Gotton  Tufts,  Samuel  Phillips  Jun. 

John  Lowell,  Benjamin  Goodhue, 

Steuhen  Metcalf,  Peter  Goffin,  Esquires. 

Richard  Graneh,  Esquires. 
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8ENA  TORS  —  Concluded. 


County  q/*  Middlesex. 
Hon.  Eleazer  Brooks, 
Ebenezer  Bridge, 
Joseph  Hosmer, 
Joseph  B.  Varoum, 
Esquires. 

County  o/*  Hampshire. 

Hon.  Caleb  Strong. 
John  Hastings. 
Oliver  Phelps,  Esquires. 

County  q/"  Plymouth. 

Hon.  Charles  Turner, 

Hugh  Orr,  Esquires. 

County  of  Barnstable. 
Hon.  Solomon  Freeman,  Esq; 

County  of  Bristol. 

Hon.  Thomas  Durfee, 

Elisha  May,  Esquires. 


County  of  York, 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esquire. 

Dukes  County  and  Nantucket. 
Hon.  Pel  eg  Coffin,  Esquire. 

County  of  Worcester. 

Hon.  Samuel  Baker, 
Seth  Washburn  e, 
Israel  Nichols, 
John  Sprague,  Esquires. 

County  of  Cumberland. 
Hon.  Josiah  Thatcher,  Esq ; 

County  of  Lincoln. 
Hon.  William  Lithgow,jun.Esq; 

County  q/"  Berkshire. 

Hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick, 

Thomas  J.  Skinner,  Esq^res. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Honorable  NATHANIEL  GORHAM,  Esq;  Speaker. 


County  of 
f  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq; 
^  I  Hon.  Caleb  Davis,  Esq ; 
O  I  Thomas  Dawes,  Esq ; 
^  ^  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esq ; 

Samuel  Breck,  Esq ; 

Hon.  Benj.  Austin,  Esq ; 

Benja  Hitchborne,  Esq ; 
Roxbury,  Mr  Thomas  Clarke, 

John  Read,  Esq ; 
Dorchester^  Ebenezer  Wales,  Esq ; 
Milton,  Edward  H.  Robbins,  Esq ; 
Braintree,  Col  Ebenezer  Thayer, 

jun. 
Weymouth. 
Hingham,  Capt.  Theophilus  Cush- 


Suffolk. 

Coh<issetj  Thomas  Lothrop,  Esq ; 

Dedham,  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq ; 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Kin^burj, 
Medfield,  Daniel  Perry,  Esq ; 
Stoughton,  James  Endicott,  Esq ; 
Sharon,  Mr.  Joseph  Hewins,  jun. 
Bellingham,  Stephen  Metcalf ,  Esq ; 
Medway,  Capt.  Joseph  Lovell, 
Wrentham,  Capt  Oliver  Pond, 
BrooklinCy  Mr  John  Goddard, 
Needham,  Mr  Nathaniel  Fisher, 
Walpole,  Major  Seth  Bui  lard, 
Chelsea,  Capt  Samuel  Sargeant, 
Hull. 

Franklin,  Mr.  Samuel  Lethbridge, 
Foxborough,  Mr.  John  Everett 


County  of  Essex 
,  Hon. George  Williams,Esq ;  Nevjburyporl,  Hon.  Tristram  Dal 
on.  Benja  Goodhue,  Esq ;  ton,  Esq ; 


Salem, 

Hon 

Mr.  Samuel  Page, 

Mr.  William  Gray,  tertius, 

Mr  Richard  Ward, 
Danvers,  Col.  Israel  Hutchinson, 
Ij)simch,  John  Choate,  Esq ; 

Mr.  John  Treadwell, 
Newbury,  Col.  Samuel  Moody, 


Col.  EdwM.  Wigglesworth, 
Hon.  Ruf us  Kin^,  Esq ; 
Marblehead,  Hon.  Elbridge  (ierry. 
Esq; 
Hon.  Azor  Ome,  Esq ; 
Jonathan  Glover,  Esq ; 
William  R.  Lee,  Esq; 
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REPRESENTATIVES^  Continued. 

County  of  Essex  —  Concluded. 

Lynn    &    Lynnfidd,    Mr.  John  u4mc56ttry,  Christopher  Sargeant, 

Carnes,  £sq ; 

Andover^  Joshua  Holt,  Esq ;  Bradford,  Peter  Russell,  Esq ; 

Beverly,  Nathan  Dane,  Esq ;  MethueHy  Col.  Thomas  Poor, 

Rowley,  Capt.  Thomas  Miehill,  Boxford,  Capt.  Isaac  Adams. 

Salisbuty,  Major  Joseph  Page,  Wenham, 

Haverhill,  Samuel  White,  Esq ;  Manchester, 

Oloucester,  Col.  Joseph  Foster,  MiddleUm. 
Topsfield,  Mr.  Abraham  Hobbs, 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Cambridge,  Samuel  Thatcher,  Esq ;  Stow  and  ^oa!:^ro\  Jonathan  Wood, 

Charlestoum,  Hon.  NathU  Gorham,  Esq ; 

Esq ;  Grotoft,  Ebenezer  Champney ,  Esq ; 

Watertown,  Jonathan  Brown,  Esq ;  Shirley, 

Wobum,  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq ;  Pepperell,  William  Prescott,  Esq ; 

Concord,  Hon  Joseph  Hosmer,  Esq ;  Towfisend,  Mr.  William  Hobart, 

^et^ton,  Hon  Abraham  Fuller,  Esq ;  Dracut,  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 

Reading,  James  Bancroft,  Esq ;       Bedford. 

Marlborough.  HoUiaton. 

Billerica,  Edward  Farmer,  Esq ;      Aclon  and  Carlisle^  Francis  Faulk- 

Framingham^  Mr.  William  Brown,  ner,  Esq ; 

Lexington,  Benjamin  Brown,  Esq ;  Dufistable,  Hon.  John  Pitts,  Esq ; 

Chelmsford,  Mr.«Aaron  Chamberlm,  Lincoln^  Hon.  Eleazer  Brooks,  Esq ; 

iSA^r&wme,  Daniel  Whitney,  Esq ;     Wilmington,  C^pt  John  Hamden, 

Sudbury,  William  Rice,  Esq;  Tewksbury.Mr.  William  Brown, 

Maiden,  Ezra  Sargeant,  Esq ;  LUUelon,  Jonathan  Reed,  Esq : 

Weston,  Capt.  Isaac  Jones,  Ashby, 

^  Medford,  John  Brooks,  Esq ;  Stoneham. 

'  Hopkinton,  Capt.  Gilbert  Dench  ;    Natick, 

Weslford,  Mr.  Francis  Laighton,      East  Sudbury,  John  Noyes,  Esq ; 

Waltham,  Leonard  Williams,  Esq ; 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Springfield,  Mr.  Thomas  Dwight,  Brimjield,  Capt.  Joseph  Brown- 
West  Springfield,  Col.  Benja.  Ely,  ing, 

Justin  Ely,  Esq ;  S.Brimfield  ahd  district  of  Holland, 
Wilbraham,  Mr.  Pliny  MeiTick,  Capt.  Dan.  Winchester, 

Northampton,  Hon.  Caleb  Strong,  New  Salem,  Capt  Job  Sampson, 

Esq ;  Ashfield,  Capt.  Elisha  Cranson, 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  Worthington,  Mr.  Jonathan  Brew- 
South  Badly,  Noah  Goodman,  Esq ;  ster, 

Amherst,  Capt.  Eli  Parker,  Chesterfield,   Benjamin    Tupper, 
Oranby,  Mr.  Benjamin  Eastman,  Esq ; 

Hatfield,  John  Hastings,  Esq ;  Chesterfield  Gore, 

Whately.  Suffield. 

Williamsburg,  Mr.  William  Bod-  Monson,  Capt.  Joshua  Shaw, 

man,  PeUiam 

Westfield,  David  Mosely,  Esq ;  Hadley,  Capt  Oliver  Smith, 

Col.  William  Shephard,  Palmer,  Mr.  William  Scott, 

Deerfield,  Mr  John  Williams,  Montague,  Joseph  Root,  Esq; 

Conway,  Capt  Prince  Tobey,  Northfield,  Capt.  Elisha  Hunt, 

Sunderland.  BelcJiertown,  Mr.  Joseph  Smith, 
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REPRE8ENTATIVE8'-'  Continued. 
County  of  Hampshibe — Concladed. 

Colrain  Chester, 

Charlemont,  Bemardaton, 

Shelbume,  Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  Shutesbury, 

Southwick^  Dr.  Isaac  Coit,  Ervingahire, 

Granville,  Enfield. 

Greenfield.  Somere, 

Greenwich^  Mr.  Caleb  West,  Ludlow,  Capt.  Joseph  Miller, 

Southampton,  Lemuel  Pomroy,  Norwich,  Mr.  Jonatnan  Ware, 

Wartvick  &  district  of  Orange,  Weslhampton. 

Capt.  John  Goldsbury,  Merryfield. 

Blanford,  Buddand, 

Ware,  Cummington, 

Leverett,  Longmeadow,  Col.  Gideon  Burt 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Plymouth,  Joshaa  Thomas,  Esq ;    Rochester,  Col.  Ebenezer  White, 

Capt.  Ephraim  Spooner,  Plimpton,  Capt.  Francis  Shurtliffy 

Scituate,  Capt  Daniel  Letchfield,    Pembroke,  Col.  Jeremiah  Hall, 
Duxborough,  Col.  Calvin  Partridge,  Kingston,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Wash- 
Marshfieid,  Capt.  Thomas  Dingely ,  bum , 

Bridgewaier,  Nathan  Mitehel,  Esq ;  Abington,  Samuel  Brown,  Esq ; 

Capt  Elisha  Mitehel,  Hanover, 

Middleborough,  Mr.  Isaac  Thom-  Halifax,  Mr.  Moses  Inglee, 
son.  Wareham,  Capt  DaviaNye. 

Chunty  of  Barnstable. 

Barnstable,  Shearjashub  Bourne,  Harwich,  Capt  Kimball  Clark, 

Esq;  Wellfleet,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Bick- 
Capt.  Sturges  Gorham,  '    ford, 

Sandwich,  Major  Abraham  Wil-  Falmouth, 

Hams,  2¥uro,  Mr.  Ephraim  Harding, 

Yarmouth,  David  Thatcher,  Esq ;  Chatham,  Mr.  Richard  Sears, 

Eastham,  Mr.  Nathan  Doane,  Provirtcetown. 

County  of  Bbistol. 

Taunton,  Job  Smith,  Esq ;  Dighton,  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Rich- 
Rehoboth,  Stephen  Bullock,  Esq ;  mond, 

Swanzey,  Mr.  Christopher  Mason,  Freetown,  Nathaniel  Morton,  ter- 
DartmotUh,  Capt.  William  Clag-  tius, 

han,  Rainham,  Capt.  Noah  Hall, 

William  Davis,  Esq ;  Easton, 

Norton,  Capt  Israel  Trow,  Mansfield,  Mr.  William  Dean, 
.4WZe6oro\  Col.  Stephen  Richardson,  Berkley, 

County  of  York. 

York,  John  Swett,  Esq ;  Lebanon,  Mr.  Joshua  Pray, 

Kiitery,  Mr.  Joshua  Hubbard,  Sanford,  Capt  Caleb  Emery, 

Wells,  Capt.  Joshua  Bragdon,  Fryeburg,  Mr.  Moses  Ames, 

Berwick,  John  Hill,  Esq ;  Coxhall, 

Arundell,  John  Hovey,  Esq ;  Massabeseck, 

Biddeford,  Limerick. 
Pepperellborough,  Mr  Sam'lScam-  Brownfield. 

mon,  Little  Falls, 
Buxton,  Jacob  Bradbury,  Esq ; 
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REPRESENTATIVES—  C<mtinued. 

County  of  Dukes  County. 

Edgartown^  Mr.  William  Jemi-   ,  ChUmark,  Mr.  Benjamin  Basset, 
gan,  Tisbury,  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen. 

County  of  Nantucket. 
Sherburne^  Timothy  Folger,  Esq ; 

County  of  Worcester. 

Worcester,  Samuel  Curtis,  Esq ;  Northbridge^  Major  David  Batch- 
Lancaster,  Hon.  Jolin  Sprague,  eller, 

Esq ;  Harvard,  Mr.  Oliver  Whimey, 

Woodstock.  'Bolton, 

Mendon,  Capt.  Peter  Penniman,  Sturbridge^EbeuezeT  Crafts^Esq ; 

j9roo^/?e/d,  Capt.  Phineas  Upham,  Hardtvick, 

Oxford,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Learned,  Western. 

Charlton,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Davis,  Leominster,  Hon.  Israel  Nichols, 
Sutton,  Capt.  March  Chase,  Esq ; 

Leicester,  Hon.  Seth  Washburn,  Eolden, 


Esq 


Douglass,  Mr.  Josiah  Reed, 
Chrafton,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Sherman, 
Petersham,  Jonathan  Grout,  Esq ; 


Royalston,  John  Frye,  Esq  ; 

Westminster,  Mr.  Aoner  Holden, 

Athol,  Hiram  Newhall,  Esq ; 

Templeton 

Princeton,  Hon.  Moses  Gill,  Esq ; 

AshbumJiam, 

Winchendon,  Abel  Wilder,  Esq ; 

Upton,  Col.  Ezra  Wood, 


B-sq; 

Spencer,  Mr.  Isaac  Jenckes, 

Rutland,  John  Fessenden,  Esq ; 

Oak^m, 

Eubbardston, 

New  Braintree. 

Southborough,  Mr.  George  Brig- 
ham, 

Westborough,  Capt.  Stephen  May- 
nard, 

Northborough,  Mr.  John  Ball, 

Shrewsbury,  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,    Dudley,  Mr.  Jonathan  Day, 
Esq :  ,      Paxton, 

Lunenburgh,        Capt.       Josisih    Barre,  Capt  Benjamin  Lee, 
Steams,  Ward,  Capt.  John  Prentice, 

Fitchburg.  Milford,  Capt.  Ichabod  Thajrer,  . 

Uxbridge,  Seth  Reed,  Esq ;  Sterling,  Capt.  Ephraim  Wilder. 

County  of  Cumberland. 

Falmouth,  Joseph  Noycs,  Esq ;  New  Gloucester,   Isaac   Parsons, 
NorOi  Yarmouth,     Mr.    Samuel  Esq; 

'  Menill,  Oray, 

/Scar6orott<7A,  Joshua  Faben,  Esq ;  Pearson  Town, 

Oorham,  Josiah  Thatcher,  Esq ;  Royalsborough, 

Cape  Elizabeth,  Raymond's  Town^ 

Brunswick,  Baker^s  Town, 

Harpswell,  Mr.  Benjamin  Duning,  Sylvester. 

Windham,  Bridgtown. 

County  of  Lincoln. 

Pownalborough,  Mr.  David  Syl-  Woolwich. 

vester,  Topsham,     Samuel     Thompson, 
George  Town,    John    Stimpson,  Esq; 

Esq ;  Botodoinham. 

Newcastle,  ,Tohn  Farley,  Esq  ;  Boothbay,  William  M'Cobb,  Esq ; 
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REPRESENT  A  TIVE8  —  Concluded. 
County  q/"  Lincoln  —  Concluded. 

Bristol,  William  Jones,  Esq ;  Fittstown, 

Vassalborough.  8t.  Oeorges, 

Winthrop,  Mr.  Robert  Page,  Meduncook, 

Winslow,  Walpole, 

WcUdoborough^  Capt.  Jacob  Lud-  Howardstoum, 

wig,  Norwich  Walk^ 

Edgcomb,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Gove,  Sterlington, 

^Eallowell.  Leunsiown^ 

Belfast,  BaHstown, 

Warren,  Col.  Thomas  Starret,  Wales, 

Thomastown,  Mr,  Samuel  Brown,  •  Machias,  James  Averj,  Esq ; 
Baih, 

County  q/"  Berkshire. 

Sheffield,  and   ML    Washington,  Tyringham,  Giles  Jackson,  Esq ; 

John  Ashley,  iun.  Esq ;  Sandisjield,  Mr.  James  Ayrault, 

Oreat  Barrington,  Elijah  Dwight,  Becket,  Nathaniel  Kingsley,  Esq ; 

Esq ;  Oageborough, 
PartridgeJield,MT.EheuezeTFe\rce,ffancock,  Samuel  Hand,  Esq; 

New  Marlborough,  Capt.  Daniel  i^icAmoTid,  Nathaniel  Bishop,  Esq ; 

Taylor,  Loudon. 

WUliamstown,  Thomson  J.  Skin-  Washington,  Mr.  John  Nichols, 

ner,  West  Slockbridge,  Col.  Elijah  Wil- 
Lanesboro\  Hon.  James  Barker,  liams, 

Esq ;  Alford,  Capt  William  Brimson, 

Mr.  Saml  Starkweather,  Adams,  Capt.  Israel  Jones, 

PiUsfitld,  Charles  Goodrich,  Esq ;  AshaweUt  Equivaient, 

Lenox,  John  Patterson,  Esq ;  New  Ashford, 

Stockbridge,    Dr.   Erastus    Sar-  Lee,  Ebenezer  Jenkins,  Esq ; 

geant,  Windsor,  Capt  Leicester  Gros- 
Egremont,  Capt.  Oliver  Pier,  venor. 


Chapter  1. 

ChaV     1      RB80LVE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF    GIDEON   CLARKE,    JUN.   AND 
^*    .  OTHERS,    OF   WEST\RAMPTON,  EMPOWERING  THE  SELECT- 

MEN TO  CALL  A  MEETING  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  MENTIONED; 

On  the  petition  of  Gideon  Clarke,  jun,  and  others^ 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  West  Hampton  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Selectmen  of  West  Hamptony  for  the 
year  1784,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to 
call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  town  officers 
for  the  present  year ;  and  the  officers  so  chosen  shall  have 
the  same  authority  they  would  have  had,  in  case  they  had 
been  chosen  in  the  month  of  March  last,  —  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  May  31^  1785. 
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Chapter  2. 

BESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF    OLIVER   WITT,  AUTHORIZING  (Jhjw)     2 
LSri LINCOLN,  ESQ;  TO  RECEIVE  A  BOND,  WITH  SURETIES,  -^* 

FOR  SUCH  SUMS  AS  MAY  APPEAR  DUE  ON  THE  EXECUTION 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Oliver  Witt,  praying  a  releasement 
from  his  present  confinement  in  the  Worcester  goaly  on  an 
execution  in  favour  of  this  Commonwealth: 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  Levi  Lincoln^  Esq  ;  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  receive  of  the  aforesaid  Oliver  Witt^  a  bond,  with 
two  good  and  sufScient  sureties,  in  behalf  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, payable  in  one  year  from  the  date  thereof, 
with  interest  for  the  same,  for  such  sum  as  may  appear  to 
be  due  on  said  execution,  and  is  directed  to  lodge  the  said 
bond  in  the  Secretary's  office,  in  full  discharge  of  said 
execution,  provided  the  said  Oliver  shall  pay  all  the  costs 
that  have  arisen  or  may  arise,  in  consequence  of  the  afore- 
said suit.  May  31^  1785. 

Chapter  3. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL   TO   SUPPLY  QkaV     3 
THE  HON.  SAMUBL  PHILLIPS  AND   OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  -^* 

ON  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS,  WITH   CERTAIN  ARTICLES. 

Resolved^  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  deliver  to 
Samuel  Phillips ^  jun.  Nathaniel  Wells  and  Nathan  Dane^ 
Esq'rs.  a  committee  on  the  subject  of  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln y  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  Court 
of  the  28th  of  October y  1783,  or  to  their  order,  the  follow- 
ing articles,  viz.  seven  barrels  of  pork,  four  barrels  of 
beef,  eighteen  pounds  of  candles,  four  axes,  four  hatchets, 
nineteen  canteens  and  twenty  pounds  of  soap,  for  the  use 
of  the  surveyors  and  chainmen  to  be  employed  in  that 
county  the  present  year,  the  said  committee  to  be  account- 
able for  the  same.  June  3, 1785. 

Chapter  4. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION    OP    RILAS    PAUL,    AND    OTHER  /^X^^     A 
OAT  HEAD  INDIANS,  APPOINTING  GUARDIANS  OVER  THEM.        ^"'^P*    * 

On  the  petition  of  Silas  Paul  and  other  Indians,  inhabi- 
tants and  proprietors  of  lands  at  Gay  Head,  or  Martha's- 
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Vineyard,  praying  that  guardians  may  be  appointed  over 
them: 

Resolved y  That  James  Athearn^  Esq  ;  Mr.  Simon  May- 
hewy  jun.  and  the  Rev.  Zachariah  Sowwostvey  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  authorized  and  appointed  guardians  to  the 
said  Indians  at  Gay  Heady  and  that  they  goyem  them- 
selves agreeable  to  the  law  in  that  case  made  and  provided. 

June  3  y  1785. 

Chapter  5. 

Chap-  5     RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION  OF    J.    WFTHERELU   DIRECTING 
-^  THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCHARGE  HIM  THE  SUM  MENTIONED, 

AND    TO    ADD    TO    THE    NEXT    TAX,    FOR    THE    TOWN    OF 
LEBANON^  THE  SAID  SEVERAL  SUMS. 

Whereas  the  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth y  by 
a  Resolve  of  the  ilst  of  February,  A.D.  1784,  authorized 
and  empowered  the  Court  of  General  /Sessions  of  the  Peace y 
within  and  for  the  county  of  York,  upon  application  to 
them  made  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  place  (then 
called)  Shapleighton,  in  said  county,  at  or  before  their 
session  in  October,  then  next,  to  abate  to  him  or  them  so 
applying,  the  whole,  or  such  proportion  of  his  or  their  taxes 
assessed  on  them  respectively  by  the  town  q/' Lebanon,  as 
adjacent,  that  teas  committed  to  tiames  Witherell  and  Joshua 
Pray,  to  collect,  as  said  sessions  might  judge  equitable. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  said  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  at  their  said  sessioii, 
did  abate  to  said  inhabitants,  the  sum  of  Thirteen  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and  five  pence,  on  the  assessments  com- 
mitted to  said  Witherell  as  aforesaid,  and  also  the  sum  of 
Ninety-three  pounds  six  shillings,  on  the  assessments  com- 
mitted to  said  Pray  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  there  was  no  provision  made  in  said 
Resolve,  to  empower  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commomvealth 
to  credit  or  discharge  said  Collectors  the  amount  of  said 
abatements:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  or  discharge  said  With- 
erell, the  aforesaid  sum  of  Thirteen  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  five  pence,  and  said  Pray  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Ninety- 
three  pounds  six  shillings,  agreeable  to  said  abatements, 
in  part  of  the  taxes  they  were  to  collect  as  aforesaid,  and 
pay  said  Treasurer. 
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And  it  is  farther  Resolved^  That  said  Treasurer  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed  to  add  to  the  next  tax  for  the  town 
of  Lebanon,  in  addition  to  said  town's  ordinary  proportion 
of  what  may  be  assessed  upon  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth, by  the  Oeneral  Court,  the  several  sums  aforesaid, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
six  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  five  pence,  agreeable 
to  the  first  mentioned  Resolve.  June  4, 1785, 


Cfhap.6 


Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   JOHN  JBNKS. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Jenks,  of  Smithfield,  in  the 
State  ofBhode  IslsLudy  praying  a  Judgment  obtained  against 
him  at  a  Court  of  Common  PleaSy  held  at  Pittsfield,  in 
and  for  the  county  (j^Berkshire,^r  I^ive  hundred  pounds , 
in  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case  brought  against  him  by 
Samuel  Miller,  (>/*  Adams,  in  the  county  o/* Berkshire,  and 
Caleb  Hill,  of  Swanzey,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  may  be 
set  aside y  and  a  new  trial  ordered  thereon  ^  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  his  said  petition : 

Resolved y  That  the  above  described  judgment  be,  and 
hereby  is  reversed  and  declared  to  be  null  and  void ;  and 
that  a  new  trial  shall  be  had  on  the  above  described  case, 
at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  held  at  Ghreai 
Barringtonj  in  and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  September  next ;  and  that  the  Justices 
of  the  same  Court  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  to 
hear  and  determine  the  same,  in  all  respects,  as  they 
should,  or  ought  to  do  if  the  same  case  were  regularly 
depending  by  continuance  in  the  said  Court,  and  that  all 
execution  on  the  aforementioned  judgment  be  stayed,  and 
that  the  said  John  Jenks,  serve  the  said  Samuel  Miller  and 
Caleb  Hill,  or  their  attornies,  with  an  attested  copy  of 
this  resolve,  fourteen  days  before  the  sitting  of  said  Court 
at  Great  Barrington.  June  4, 1785. 

Chapter  7. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION     OF    CALVIN    PARTRIDGE,    OF  /-HL^^     rr 
DUXBURT,  EMPOWERING  THE  ASSESSORS  TO  ISSUE  A  WAR-  ^"^*    • 
RANT  FOR  THE  BILLS    MENTIONED,  AND  TO   COLLECT   THE 
TOWN  RATES  COMMITTED  TO  HIM. 

On  the  petition  of  Calvin  Partridge,  of  Duxbury,  in 
behalf  of  said  town^  praying  that  the  present  Assessors  of 
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the  town  of  Duxbury ,  may  issue  a  wan*ant  to  Abner  Ding- 
ley,  on  his  town  rate  billsy  committed  to  him  as  Collector 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  ^ 
to  enable  him  to  compleai  his  collections: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  present  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Duxbury^  be 
empowered  and  directed  to  issue  a  warrant  on  the  bills 
that  were  committed  to  the  said  Abner  Dingley^  for  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  as  Col- 
lector, empowering  him  to  collect  the  town  rates  committed 
to  him,  and  to  compleat  his  collections.      June  4, 1785. 


Chap.  8 


Chapter  8. 

RESOLVE  PENSIONING  EDMUND  LOCKE. 

On  the  representation  ofSohn  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissary 
of  Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  Edmund  Locke,  a  private  in 
the  fourth  Massachusetts  regiment^  in  Oapt.  William 
Moor's  company^  who  received  a  wound  in  his  leg  by  the 
fall  of  a  tree^  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  continued  in  the  same  service^  until  the  9th 
day  q/'June,  1783 : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  said  Edmund  Locke^  be  intitled  to 
one-quarter  pay  from  the  9th  day  of  June  aforesaid,  which 
was  the  time  of  his  discharge,  until  the  further  order  of 
the  General  Court,  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

June  4y  1785. 

Chapter  9. 
Chan   9    RESOLVE  on  the  PETmoN  of  john  chandler  williams, 

^'•**i'*  EMPOWERING   THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE    OF    WORCESTER 

COUNTY.    TO    APPOINT    COMMISSIONERS   TO   EXAMINE    THE 
CLAIM  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Chandler  Williams,  praying 
thai  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester, 
may  be  empowered  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine 
his  daim  against  John  Chandler,  late  of  Worcester, 
absentee^  for  reasons  mentioned  in  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester^  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered 
to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine  the  claim  of  John 
Chandler    Williams^    against    John    Chandler^   late    of 
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Worcester f  absentee ;  and  in  case  the  said  claim  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  said  Commissioners  and  approved  of  by 
the  said  Judge  of  Probate,  the  same  shall  be  paid  out  of 
that  part  of  the  said  Chandler's  estate,  that  was  set  off  for 
his  wife's  dower,  after  the  expiration  of  two  years  from 
the  eleventh  day  of  February  1785,  that  being  the  term 
that  the  children  of  the  said  John  Chandler^  are  entitled  to 
the  income  and  improvement  of  the  said  estate,  by  an 
order  of  the  General  Court  of  the  11th  of  Feibraary  last, 

Jxme  4, 1785. 

Chapter  lO. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  NATHANIEL   KiyOSLBT,  ESQ;  /}7iaO     10 
IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BECKET,  DISCHARGING  THEM  ^* 

FROM  A  SUM  OF  MONET. 

On  the  petition  of 'NBithsLnielKingsley  J  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Becket,  praying  that  the  said  town  may  be 
abated  the  sum  of  Thirty-six  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and 
six  pencey  laid  on  the  Plantation  of  No.  4,  notr  Becket,  in 
the  year  1764: 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  Jnney  1765,  an  order  passed  the  General  Court  then 
sitting y  to  remit  the  abovementioned  sum  to  the  said  Plan- 
tation; but  the  Treasurer  not  being  directed  to  discharge 
the  said  Plantation  No.  4,^  of  the  above  said  sum^  the  order 
was  not  carried  into  execution: 

Therefore  resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  discharge  the 
town  of  Beckety  of  the  sum  of  Thirty-six  pounds  seventeen 
shillings  and  six  pence,  with  which  they  stand  charged  on 
the  books  of  the  late  Treasurer  Harrison  Oray^  Esq  ; 

June  7, 1785. 

Chapter  11. 

RESOLVE     ON     THE     PETITION    OF    BPHRAIM    SPOONER   AND   ffjfar}    11 
JOSHUA  THOMAS,  IN -BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH,  ^"'^P*  ^^ 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  HIS  ORDERS  IN  THIS 
CASE,    AND    APPOINTING    CAPT.    EBENEZBR    WASHBURN   IN 
CONJUNCTION,  TO    SEE    THE    BUSINESS  CARRIED  INTO  EXE- 
CUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Spooner  and  Joshua 
Thomas,  in  behalf  of  the  town  q/*  Plymouth: 

Whereas  the  town  of  Plymouth  have  been  so  impover-^ 
ished  by  the  late  wary  as  to  render  them  unable  to  repair 
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the  injury  done  to  their  beach^  by  excessive  high  tides^  as 
set  forth  in  the  petition^  and  as  it  appears  that  unless  the 
breaches  made  in  the  said  beach  are  soon  repaired^  the 
town  will  entirely  loose  its  navigation^  and  such  ships  as 
may  he  in  this  bay^  will  be  greatly  exposed  in  severe  storms 
for  want  of  shelter  in  that  harbour :  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  Fi^e  hundred  pounds  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  town  of  Plymouth^  out  of  their  next  tax  to 
this  Commonwealth,  on  condition  that  the  Baid  town  oiPly- 
mouthy  engage  to  advance  at  their  own  expence,  a  like 
sum,  to  be  equally  employed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid 
and  agreeable  to  the  following  resolve. 

Resolved^  That  Captain  JEbenezer  Washburn^  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  General  Court,  to  join  such  person  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  said  town  of  Plymouth  ^  to  see 
this  business  fairly  and  fully  carried  into  execution,  and 
to  keep  true  and  just  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
monies  aforesaid,  and  to  be  answerable  to  the  Treasurer 
for  this  State's  proportion  of  the  surplus,  if  any  there  be, 
after  compleating  the  said  work,  and  upon  the  said  com- 
mittee's giving  sufficient  bonds  for  the  executing  this 
business,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
authorized,  to  credit  the  town  of  Plymouth ^  the  sum  of 
Five  hundred  pounds,  in  their  next  tax  to  this  Common- 
wealth, aforesaid.  June  10^  1785. 


Chapter  12. 

ChaV    12  I^ESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION    OF    TIMOTHY    WALKER,  JUN.  IN 
•^'  BEHALF    OF    HIMSELF    AND    ASSOCIATES,  ALLOWING  A  FUR- 

THER TIME  FOR  PERFORMING  THE  CONDITIONS  OP  A  GRANT 
OF  A  TRACT  OF  LAND  OF  FEBRUARY  3,  1774. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Walker,  jun,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  associateSy  praying  that  further  time  may  be 
allowed  them  for  performing  the  conditions  of  a  grant 
made  by  the  General  Court  of  the  late  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  February  3,  1774,  of  a  tract  of  land  seven 
miles  square^  on  both  sides  of  Androscoggan  River,  and 
easterly  of  and  adjoining  to  Sudbury  Canada. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  further  allowed  to  the  propri- 
etors of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land,  two  years  from  this 
time,  to  perform  and  fulfill  the  conditions  of  settlement 
originally  annexed  to  the  said  grant.  June  9, 1785. 
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Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE     ON    THE    MEMORIAL    OF    SAMUEL     BSDICOTT,    OF  CJian    13 
'  DANVBRS,  TO   NOTIFY    TIMOTHY  PATCB,  TO   SHEW    CAUSE,  -^* 

&c.  AND  EXECUTION  BE  STAYED  IN  THE  MEAN  TIME. 

On  petition  q/*  Samuel  Endicott : 

Ready  and  thereupon  Mesolvedy  That  the  memorialist 
notify  the  said  Timothy  Patchy  by  serving  him  with  an 
attested  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolve  thereon,  at 
least  fourteen  days  before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  shew  cause  (if  any 
he  hath)  on  the  said  day,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  execution  be 
stayed  in  the  mean  time.  June  9, 1785. 

Chapter  14. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION    OF   THE  TOWN  OF   EASTBAM,  IN  QJiar)     14 
BARNSTABLE  COUNTY.  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  STAY  ^' 

HIS   EXECUTION   AGAINST    SAID    TOWN,   UNTIL    THE    NEXT 
SESSION. 

On  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  town  o/'£astham, 
in  the  couw^y  q/"  Barnstable,  praying  for  further  abatements 
of  their  taxeSyfor  reasons  therein  set  forth: 

Resolved y  That  the  prayer  thereof,  be  so  far  granted, 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  is  here- 
by directed  to  stay  his  execution  against  the  said  town  of 
Easthamy  till  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court. 

June  9y  1785. 


Chapter  15. 

RESOLVE  PENSIONING  PAUL  BROWN. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
PensionerSy  in  behalf  of  VsxiX  Brown,  late  a  soldier  in  Col. 
Alden's  regiments  and  Capt.  Maynard's  company y  whose 
arm  was  broke  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  which  misfortunCy  he  has  in  a  great  measure  lost 
the  use  of  it: 

jResolvedy  That  the  said  Paul  Browny  be  entitled  to  one 
quarter  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  June  the  20th,  1783, 
until  the  further  orders  of  the  General  Court,  or  of 
Congress.  June  10  y  1785. 


Chap.  15 
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Chapter  16. 

ChaV.   16  RESOLVE   REQUESTING    WILLIAM  IMLAT,  ESQ;  COMMISSIONER 
•^  TO   GIVE    HIS   ATTENDANCE    AT    BOSTON,    FOR    PURPOSES 

MENTIONED. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  June  3,  1784,  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States, 
appointed  for  examining  and  allowing  the  accounts  of  this 
tSiate^  against  the  said  United  States,  to  attend  in  such 
counties  or  districts j  as  he  shall  by  the  Legislature^  be 
requested  to  give  his  attendance  in;  —  and  as  it  appeal's  to 
this  Court,  that  the  immediate  attendance  of  the  said  Com- 
missioner at  Boston,  is  highly  necessary  for  **  the  saving  of 
expencey  and  expediting  the  settlements  of  accounts^  with 
this  State y  and  dosing  the  same  in  a  reasonable  time: 
Therefore 

Resolved^  That  William  Irntay,  Esq ;  the  Commissioner 
for  this  State,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  give  his 
immediate  attendance  at  Boston,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  without  delay,  to 
transmit  to  the  said  Imlay,  a  copy  of  this  Resolve. 

June  10, 1785. 

Chapter  17. 

Char)    17  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  blijah  smith  of  chiluark, 
^*  directing  the  treasurer  to  credit  said  town,  three 

husdred  and  ninety  pounds  in  old  continental 
currency. 

On  the  petition  of  Elijah  Smith  of  Chilmark,  in  Dukes 
County,  setting  forth  that  he  was  chosen  Collector  of  Taxes 
for  said  town,  for  the  year  1777,  and  had  lists  of  the  State 
Tax  committed  to  him  (for  the  same  year)  amounting  to 
Nine  hundred  and  ninety  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  Three 
pence,  and  that  he  had  collected  thereon,  about  Three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pounds,  which  was  taken  from  him 
{together  with  his  lists  and  warrants)  by  a  British  officer, 
who  canned  them  off: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
ordered  and  directed  to  credit  the  said  Elijah  Smith,  the 
sum  of  Three  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  of  the  old  Con- 
tinental money,  on  account  of  said  tax,  and  to  suspend 
issuing  his  execution  for  the  residue  thereof,  until  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court.  June  10, 1786, 
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Chapter   18. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  FBSSBNDBN,  ONE  OF  THE   (Jha'p.  18 
COMMITTEE   FOR   THE   SALE    OF    ABSENTEES    ESTATES,   IN  ^ 

WORCESTER  COUNTY,  GRANTING  WILLIAM  WHITTAKER, 
XIXE  POUNDS  SEVEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FIVE  PENCE  ONE 
FARTHINO. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Fessenden,  one  of  the  committee 
for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates^  in  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, in  behaJf  of  WilVmm  Whittviker  y  setting  forth  that  said 
committee  did  receive  of  said  Whittaker,  in  discharge  of  a 
mortgage  deed,  by  him  given  to  John  Murray,  JSsq;  an 
absentee,  compound  interest,  and  praying  that  the  same  may 
be  repaid  to  the  said  William  Whittaker,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  William 
Whittaker,  the  sum  of  Nine  pounds  seven  shillings  and 
five  pence  one  farthing,  in  full  of  the  amount  of  the  com- 
pound interest  of  One  hundred  pounds,  for  the  term  of 
eight  years  and  eight  months,  he  giving  his  receipt  for 
the  same.  June  10, 1785. 

Chapter  19. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ISRAEL  HUTCHINSON,  ESQ;  IN   (JhaV.  19 
BEHALF   OF    THE    TOWN  OF  DANVERS,  AUTHORIZING  T/AfO-  -^* 

THT  FULLER,  TO  RECEIVE  THE  TAXES,  AND  PAY  THE  SAME 
INTO  THE  TREASURY. 

0?i  the  petition  of  Israel  Hutchinson,  in  behalf  of  the 
town*  of  Dan  vers  : 

P  Resolved,  That  Timothy  Fuller,  one  of  the  Collectors  of 
taxes  for  the  town  of  JDanvers,  be,  and  hereby  is  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  demand  and  recover  all  such 
sums  of  money,  contained  in  the  list  or  lists  of  assessment 
committed  to  Daniel  Prince  to  collect,  which  remain 
unpaid,  and  he  the  said  Timothy  being  first  sworn  faith- 
fully to  discharge  the  said  trust,  is  hereby  fully  empow- 
ered to  serve  and  execute  the  same  warrant  or  warrants, 
for  collecting  the  said  taxes  that  have  been  directed  to  the 
said  Daniel  for  that  purpose,  as  eflfectually  as  he  the  said 
Timothy  might  have  done  in  case  the  same  had  been 
originally  to  him  directed,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  collect- 
ing the  said  taxes  ;  and  he  the  said  Timothy  shall  pay  the 
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money  as  directed  in  said  warrant,  and  the  town  of 
Danvers  shall  be  held  accountable  for  the  same,  in  the 
same  manner  they  were  before  the  passing  this  resolve. 

JuM  11^1785. 

Chapter  20. 

(Jhaj).   20  BESOLVE    ON   TBE    PETITION  OF  BBBNBZBR  WHITE,  APPOINT- 
■^'  ING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  ROCHESTER^ 

AND  TO  VIEW  THE  LANDS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/'Ebenezer  White,  praying  that  a  com- 
mittee from  this  Courts  may  go  and  view  the  town  of 
Rochester,  and  report  their  opinion  a^  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  same: 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Seth  Washburn^  William  Davis^  Esq'rs.  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Olarky  be  a  committee  to  repair  to  said  town, 
at  the  expence  of  the  same,  view  the  lands,  &c.  and 
report  to  this  Court  at  their  next  session. 

June  11, 1785. 

Chapter  21. 

ChWD     21  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETmON  OF   ABIBL  WOOD,  CAUSING   ABRA^ 
\j  wuy.    M  ^^^  STEVENS  TO  BE  NOTIFIED. 

On  the  petition  of  Abiel  Wood,  praying  for  a  re-hear- 
ing  or  trial,  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  Abra- 
ham Stevens,  also  for  staying  execution  in  said  cause,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  cause  the  said  Stevens,  to 
be  served  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  with 
this  resolve,  fourteen  days  at  least,  before  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to 
shew  cause  (if  any  he  hath)  why  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  the  said  execution 
be  stayed  in  the  mean  time.  June  11, 1785. 


Chap.  22 


Chapter  22. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  SALE  OF 
ABSENTEES  ESTATES,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL,  TO 
SETTLE  WrTH  GEORGE  WILLIAMS. 

Whereas  Col.  George  Williams  hath  brought  his  action 
against  Seth  Williams,  which  is  now  pending  in  the  Court 
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of  Common  PUaSy  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  and  dairns  a 
Hght  to  nine  acres  of  land^  situate  in  Taunton,  in  said 
county,  which  vxis  sold  to  the  said  Seth  Williams,  by  the 
Oommitteefor  the  sale  of  Absentees  Estates  in  the  said  county^ 
as  part  of  the  estate  of  John  Borland,  an  absentee;  and  it 
appearing  that  the  title  of  the  said  John  Boriand,  to  the 
said  land,  is  liable  to  great  dispute,  and  as  more  expence 
may  be  incurred  thereby,  than  the  value  of  the  land: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  for  the  sale  of  Absen- 
tees Estates,  in  the  said  county  of  Bristol,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered  to  settle  the  same  dispute  with  the 
said  George  Williams,  by  paying  for  the  land,  or  in  any 
other  manner  which  they  shall  judge  most  for  the  advan- 
tage of  this  Commonwealth.  June  14, 1785, 


Chapter  23. 

RESOLVB   GRANTING  TWO   THOUSAND    POUNDS   IN   NOTES    TO  QJidr)     23 
MRS.    FRANCES    SHIRLEY    WESTERN,    EXECUTRIX   TO    THE  ^* 

WILL  OF  WILLIAM  BOLLAN,  ESQ;  DECEASED.  FOR  HIS  SER- 
VICES, AS  AGENT  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  LATE  PROVINCE, 
NOW  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

On  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Frances  Shirley  Western,  sole 
heir  of  the  late  Hon.  William  Bollan,  JSsq;  deceased,  agent 
of  the  Council  of  the  late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  sole  executrix  of  his  late  will  and  testament: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  sum  of  Two 
thousand  pounds  lawful  money,  is  due  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  William  Bollan,  Esq;  as  Agent  of  the  Council  of  the 
late  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed,  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  Frances  Shirley  Western,  executrix  as 
aforesaid,  or  to  her  order,  the  sum  of  Two  thousand 
pounds,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  one  fourth 
part  thereof,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  one  fourth  part 
thereof,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  one  fourth  part 
thereof,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety ;  and  the  other  fourth 
part  thereof,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  with  interest  for 
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the  same,  to  be  paid  annually,  from  the  date  hereof;  and 
that  the  said  sum  so  paid,  shall  ble  in  full  for  the  services 
of  the  said  William  Bollan^  Agent  as  aforesaid. 

June  14  J 1785. 

Chapter  24. 

ChaV.   24  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PEXmON  OF   JOHN   OODDARD,  IN  BEHALF 
-^*  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BROOKLINB,  ABATING  A    FINE  LAID    ON 

SAID  TOWN,   FOR   NOT    SENDING    A   REPRESENTATIVE    FOR 
1782. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Goddard,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Brookliney  praying  for  abatement  of  a  fine  laid  on  said 
towny  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Courty  for  the  year  1782 ;  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said 
petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  sum  of  Seventeen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  six  pence,  which  is  one  half  of  said  fine  set 
against  said  town  of  BrooJcline^  in  the  Tax  Act  of  March  ^ 
1783,  be  abated,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the*  town  of  Brookline,  on  the 
aforesaid  tax,  Seventeen  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six 
pence,  any  act  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

June  15, 1785. 

Chapter  25. 

Chan   25  Resolve  on  the    petition  of  thaddsus  and  william 

-^*  MACCARTT,   EMPOWERING    THE    JUDGE  OF    PROBATE    FOB 

WORCBSTBR    COUNTY,     TO     APPOINT     COMMISSIONERS     TO 
EXAMINE  THE  CLAIMS  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  JOBN  CHANDLBR, 

On  the  petition  o/*Thaddeus  and  William  Maccarty  : 
Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  their  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
iVorcester  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered, 
to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine  the  claim  of  the  said 
Thaddeus  and  William  Maccarty,  against  the  estate  of 
John  Chandlery  late  of  Worcester,  absentee ;  and  in  case 
the  said  claim  shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  Commissioners, 
and  approved  of  by  the  said  Judge,  the  same  shall  be  paid 
out  of  that  part  of  the  said  Chandler^ s  estate,  that  was  set 
off  for  his  wife's  dower,  after  the  expiration  of  two  years, 
from  the  eleventh  day  of  Febraary,  1785,  that  being  the 
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term  for  which  the  children  of  the  said  John  Chandler ^  are 
entitled  to  the  income  and  improvement  of  the  said  estate, 
by  an  order  of  the  Greneral  Court,  of  the  eleventh  of  Feb- 
ruary  last.  June  15 ^  1786. 

Chapter  26. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  THE  PETmON  OF   ANy  COSHOMON,        Ckup.   26 

On  the  petition  of  Ann  Coshoraon,  an  Indian  woman  of 
the  town  of  Chilmark,  in  Dukes  County,  praying  for  lib^ 
erty  to  make  sale  of  about  ten  acres  of  land^  lyinff  tV»  the 
town  of  Dartmouth,  for  her  support,  she  being  old  and 
needy: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Hon.  Walter  Spooner,  Esq ;  be  a  com- 
mittee to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  the  whole 
of  said  land,  if  it  should  not  exceed  fifteen  acres,  and  to 
give  a  good  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  and  to  deliver  the 
net  proceeds  to  the  guardians  of  the  Indians  in  the  county 
of  Dukes  County,  the  said  guardians  to  be  accountable  to 
this  Court  for  the  expenditure  of  the  proceeds  of  said  land. 

June  15, 1786. 

Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE    GOVERNOR   TO    MAKE    COMMUNI-   ChaO    27 
CATIONS  TO    THE    DELEGATES   IN    CONGRESS;    TO  FURNISH  '  * 

THEM  WITH  ACTS  AND  RESOLVES,  ALSO  TO  TRANSMIT  TO 
THE  EXECUTIVE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  RESPECTIVE  STATES, 
SUCH  ACTS  AND  DOINGS,  AS  HIS  EXCELLENCY  MAY  JUDGE 
PROPER,  AND  TO  REQUEST  THE  LIKE  OF  THEM. 

Whereas  regular  information  to  the  Delegates  represent- 
ing this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  is  of  great  importance, 
and  in  some  instances  absolutely  necessary : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and 
requested  to  make  such  communications  to  the  said  Dele- 
gates for  the  time  being,  as  he  may  think  necessary  or 
expedient,  and  take  measures,  that  they  may  be  furnished 
with  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  General  Court,  for  their 
information  and  government. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  equally  expedient  in  many  cases, 
that  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  in  the  Union,  should  be  made  known  to  each  other. 
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in  order  that  a  uniformity  of  measures  may  thereby  be 
produced: 

It  is  further  Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
be  empowered  and  desired,  to  transmit  to  the  Executive 
Authority  of  the  respective  United  States^  such  acts  and 
doings  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  his  Excellency  may  from 
time  to  time  judge  it  necessary  they  should  respectively 
be  made  acquainted  with,  and  to  request  of  th^m  similar 
communications.  June  18  j  1785. 

Chapter  28. 
Chari   28  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  op  inorbasb  sterns,  direct- 

^*  ING   THE  treasurer  TO  ISSUE  A  NOTE,  IN   LIEU  OF   ONE 

FORGED. 

On  the  petition  of  Increase  Stearns,  representing  that  a 
forged  order  signed  in  his  namSj  in  favor  (j/*  William  Hinds, 
for  delivery  of  depreciation  notes^  to  the  amount  of  Fifty- 
two  pounds^  three  shillings^  specie  value^  due  to  him  the 
said  petitioner y  for  his  service  in  the  Continental  Army^ 
was  presented  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth^ 
accepted^  and  the  notes  accordingly  given^  by  which  means 
he  has  been  hitherto  deprived  of  his  just  due^  —  and  it 
appearing  to  this  Courts  that  the  fads  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition,  are  justly  staied: 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  issue  a  note  or  notes,  in  favor  of  the  said 
Increase  Steams,  in  such  sum  or  sums,  as  shall  appear  to 
have  been  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  the  presentment  of 
the  said  forged  order,  bearing  date  at  said  time,  and  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  is  by  law  prescribed. 

June  15, 1785. 

Chapter  29. 

Chav    29  RESOLVE  pensioning  john  itgoff. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  JSsq;  Commissary 
of  Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  John  McGoff,  a  wounded  sea" 
man: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  McGroffhe,  and  hereby  is 
allowed  half  the  pay  of  a  seaman,  from  the  thirtieth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
to  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  or  of  Congress. 

June  15, 1785. 
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Chapter  30. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    SAMUEL    HUSTON,   KEEPER  Ckaj).    30 
OP  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  ON   THATCHER'S  ISLAND,  DIRECTING  ^* 

THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PROCURE  A  BOAT  AND 
BUILD  A  SMALL  BARN,  AND  GRANTING  HIM  ONE  HUNDRED 
AND  FIFTY   POUNDS. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Huston,  keeper  of  the  light 
houses  on  Thatcher's  island  : 

R^olvedy  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  procure  or  build  a 
small  boat  and  a  small  bai*n,  for  the  use  of  said  keeper, 
and  make  such  repairs  on  the  light  houses  at  said  island, 
as  may  be  found  necessary,  and  that  there  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Commis- 
sary General,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
for  the  purposes  abovementioned,  he  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  same.  June  15y  1785. 

Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE    ON     THE    PETmON    OP    POOL    SPEAR,    DIRECTING  CkaV.    31 
THE  KEEPER    OP    THE   GOAL   IN    BOSTON,   TO    DISCHARGE  -^' 

HIM  THEREFROM. 

On  the  petition  of  Pool  Spear,  a  prisoner  in  the  goal  at 
Boston  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Pool  Spear 
be  granted,  and  that  the  keeper  of  the  goal  at  Boston^  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  forthwith  to 
liberate  and  discharge  the  body  of  the  said  Pool  Spear 
from  his  confinement  by  virtue  of  an  execution  in  favor  of 
Richard  Cranch^  Esq ;  agent  to  the  estate  of  John  Bor^ 
landy  Esq ;  an  absentee,  late  deceased,  —  and  the  said 
Richard  Oranch^  Esq ;  is  hereby  discharged  from  any 
demands  of  this  Commonwealth,  from  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  county  of  Suffolk^  which  might  arise  to  his 
damage,  on  account  of  the  enlargement  of  the  said  Pool 
Spear.  June  16,  1785. 

Chapter  32. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  SMITH,   DIRECTING  THE   Hhav    32 
TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  A   NEW  DUE    BILL,   IN    LIEU    OF  ONE  ^' 

LOST. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Smith,  praying  that  the  Treas- 
urer may  be  directed  to  issue  a  new  due  bill,  for  the  balance 
due  on  a  due  bill,  said  to  be  lost: 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be  directed 
to  issue  a  new  due  bill  for  the  sum  of  Stxty-three  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  and  three  pence^  it  being  the  balance  due 
on  said  due  bill,  said  to  be  lost,  provided  the  said  John 
Smith  give  sufficient  security  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  repay  the  same,  provided  the  due  bill 
said  to  be  lost  shall  ever  be  found  and  demanded. 

June  17,  1785. 


Chapter  34.* 

ChaV.    34  RESOLVE  pensioning  JO]!fAS  BLODGET, 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Jonas  Blodget,  a  soldier  in  the 
fourth  Massachusetts  regiment: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jonas  Blodget,  be  entitled  to 
half  pay  from  the  tenth  day  of  April,  1783,  until  the 
further  order  of  this  General  Court  or  Congress. 

June  17, 1785, 


Chapter  35. 

ChaV'  35  RESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  of  the 

^'  HEIRS    of   RICHARD  DERBY,    ESQ;    DECEASED,    ONE    THOU- 

SAND   three    HUNDRED    AND    EIGHTY-BIGHT    POUNDS,    IN 
GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  October 
4,  1782,  in  settling  public  accounts  with  Richard  Derby, 
Esq;  a  balance  wa^  allowed  to  him  of  One  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty^ight  pounds,  which  he  received  in 
government  securities ;  and  whereas  it  was  afterwards  found, 
that  no  such  balance  was  due  to  the  said  Derby  ;  and  as  no 
order  has  been  passed  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  receive  said  balance: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  the 
aforesaid  securities,  amounting  to  One  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  pounds  (or  others  to  that  amount, 
of  as  early  date)  from  the  heirs  of  Richard  Derby,  Esq  ; 
(since  dead)  his  executors  or  administrators,  he  giving 
duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged 
in  the  Secretary's  office. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  any  interest  has  been 

*  No  chapter  numbered  38  In  Sewdofi  Pamphlet. 
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paid  on  the  said  securities,  that  the  said  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators,  repay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  as  aforesaid.  June  18,  1785. 

Chapter  36. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  S7LVANVS  SHAW KSD  SAMUEL  QJiaf).    36 
THOMAS,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER   TO   PAY  THE    SUMS  '^' 

MENTIONED  IN  THEIR  ROLL.    FOR  SERVICES  IN  1781. 

On  the  petition  o/*Sylvanus  Shaw  and  Samuel  Thomas, 
l)raying  they  may  be  paid  for  three  months  service  in  the 
army^  in  tlie  year  1781,  which  wages  have  been  drawn  by 
fraudulent  orders  : 

Hesolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  Sylvanus  Shaw  and 
Samuel  TliomaSy  the  sums  they  are  respectively  made  up 
for,  in  the  pay  roll  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belonged, 
when  in  the  three  months  service  in  the  year  1781,  their 
wages  being  paid  on  a  fraudulent  order  notwithstanding. 

June  18,  1785. 


Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   GEORGE  STROUT,  EMPOWER-   QJiaT)    37 
ING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  HIM   FOR  TAXES    IN    1778,  ^' 

FOR  WHICH    HE    WAS    CREDITED    IN    1779,  AND   TO    ADJUST 
HIS    ACCOUNT. 

On  the  petition  of  George  Strout : 

Hesolved^  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
empowered  and  directed  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  said 
George  Strout,  in  his  account  for  taxes  for  the  year  1778, 
the  sum  of  Five  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  seven 
shillings,  being  the  sum  for  which  he  was  credited  in  his 
account  for  taxes  for  the  year  1779  ;  and  that  the  accounts 
of  the  said  George  Strout,  for  taxes  for  the  years  1778  and 
1779,  be  adjusted  and  settled,  in  th$  same  manner  as  if  the 
said  credit  had  been  given  as  herein  directed,  at  the  time 
of  the  payment  of  the  sum  aforesaid  for  taxes  for  the  said 
year  1778,  and  not  for  the  year  1779.        June  20,  1785. 

Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    JOHN    VINTON,   TO    NOTIFY   /nrx>y^    QQ 
THE  ADVERSE  PARTY,  TO  SHEW  CAUSE.  &c.  yjfiup.  oo 

On  the  petition  q/*  John  Vinton,  representing  that  through 
mistake  he  had  lost  his  right  of  appeal  to  (he  Supreme 
Court  of  Probate,  and  praying  relief: 
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Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  William  Bent  and 
Samuel  Blackman,  the  adverse  party,  to  appear  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  by  serving  them  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said 
petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  twenty  days  at  least  pre- 
vious to  the  said  day,  to  shew  cause  (if  any  they  have) 
why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  all 
further  proceedings  thereon  subside  until  the  said  day. 

June  20, 1785. 

Chapter  39. 

Chav    39  RESOLVE  granting  nine  pounds  four  shillings  and  ten 

^  *  pence,    to    JOHN    BEAD,    A    CORONER     FOR   THE     COUNTY 

OF  ESSEX,   FOR  TAKING  INQUISITIONS. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  Heady  one  of 
Coroners  for  the  county  of  Essex,  for  taking  inquisitions 
on  the  bodies  of  two  persons  (names  unknown)  the  sum 
of  Nine  pounds  four  shillings  and  ten  pence,  as  by  the  said 
Coroner's  account  appears  to  have  been  allowed  by  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Essex.  June  20, 1785. 

Chapter  40. 

Chap.  40  RESOLVE  for  electing  grand  jurors  in  the  county  of 

BERKSHIRE. 

Wherea.'i  it  so  happened  that  Grand  Jurors  were  not 
elected  vnthin  the  county  of  Berkshire,  in  the  month  of 
March  last  past,  to  serve  at  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  as  by  law  is  provided,  and  as  without  the 
interposition  of  this  Court,  gi^eat  inconveniences,  and  a 
failure  of  justice  tvill  restdt  thei*efrom: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and 
directed,  a  sufficient  time  before  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September  next,  when  the  said  Court  is  by  law  to  be 
holden,  to  issue  writs  commonly  called  writs  of  venire, 
thereby  requiring  that  there  be  elected,  in  so  many  towns 
within  the  said  county  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose, a  competent  number  of  men  qualified  as  by  law  is 
provided,  to  sei-ve  on  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  Court  afore- 
said, at  the  several  terms  thereof,  antecedent  to  the  month 
of  March  next,  who  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner 
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as  was  provided  for  the  election  of  Grand  Jurors,  previous 
to  passing  the  law  entitled,  **An  act  regulating  the 
appointment  and  service  of  Grand  Jurors." 

And  it  isfurthei'  Resolved^  That  if  any  town  or  person, 
shall  neglect  to  perform  the  duty  required  by  such  writs 
of  venire^  the  town  or  person  so  offending,  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  the  same  penalties  as  by  law  they  would  have 
been  antecedent  to  making  the  law  aforesaid,  any  law  to 
the  contrary  hereof,  notwithstanding.        Jane  20 j  1785. 


Chapter  41. 

t 

REPORT  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  AGENT  /7A^1J  41 
FOR  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  FOUR  TOWNSHIPS  LYING  EAST-  ^'*^P*  *^ 
WARD  OF   VyiOy  RIVER. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln^  to  whom  was  committed  the 
petition  of  Sa7nuel  Freeman^  Esq  ;  agent  for  the  Proprie- 
tors of  four  Townships  lying  eastward  of  Union  River^ 
which  with  two  other  Townships,  viz. :  No.  2  and  3,  were 
conditionally  granted  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Jan- 
uary^ A,D.  1764,  to  sundry  persons  named  in  the  grant, 
viz,:  No.  1,  to  Paul  Thomdike  and  others;  No.  4,  to 
Edward  Small  and  others ;  No.  5,  to  Joaiah  Sawyer  and 
others ;  and  No.  6,  to  Nathaniel  Parkei-  and  others  ;  —  take 
leave  to  report,  that  in  their  opinion,  it  will  be  expedient 
to  confirm  the  grant  of  said  Townships,  No.  1,  No.  4,  No. 
5,  and  No.  6,  on  the  following  conditions,  viz.  : 

That  the  Proprietors  of  the  same  pay  to  Government 
for  each  of  said  Townships,  the  sum  of  Twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds ^  in  the  consolidated  notes  of  this  Common- 
wealth, within  one  year  from  this  time,  with  interest. 

That  the  Proprietors,  within  six  years  from  this  time, 
compleat  in  each  Township,  the  settlement  of  sixty  good 
Protestant  families,  and  building  sixty  houses,  none  to  bo 
less  than  eighteen  feet  square,  and  seven  feet  stud,  and 
clear  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land  on  each  share,  fit  for 
mowing  or  tillage. 

That  in  each  Township  they  build  a  suitable  meeting 
house  for  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  settle  a  learned 
Protestant  Minister,  and  make  provision  for  his  comfort- 
able and  honorable  support,  and  that  in  each  Township 
there  be  reserved  and  appropriated  four  whole  rights,  or 
sixty-fourth  parts,  for  quantity  and  quality,  in  the  division 
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of  the  same,  for  the  following  purposes,  viz:  One  for  the 
first  settled  Minister,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  —  one 
for  the  use  of  the  ministry ;  —  one  to  and  for  the  future 
appropriation  of  Government,  and  one  for  the  use  of  a 
grammar  school  forever. 

That  fifty  acres  be  allowed  and  assigned  to  each  settler, 
who  settled  therein  before  the  twentieth  day  of  January^ 
1783,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  in  consideration  of  his  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  a  settler,  provided  he  has  performed,  or 
shall  contract  to  perform,  within  six  years,  the  duties  of  a 
settler  as  prescribed  in  this  report ;  and  the  said  fifty 
acres  to  be  assigned  V^e  settler,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
be  laid  out  so  as  to  include  the  whole  of  his  improve- 
ments, or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be,  without  doing  great 
damage  to  the  Proprietors; — and  where  the  lot  shall 
be  laid  out,  so  as  not  to  include  the  whole  improve- 
ments of  the  settler,  he  shall  have  liberty  to  purchase  the 
remainder  of  such  lands,  estimating  the  same  in  a  state  of 
nature,  or  to  receive  of  the  Proprietors  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  such  extra  improvements,  at  the  settlers 
election. 

And  in  case  of  any  disgreement  about  the  said  price  or 
allowance,  or  any  other  matter  relating  to  a  settlement, 
that  the  same  be  decided  by  disinterested  men,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Proprietors,  one  by  the  set- 
tler, and  in  case  they  cannot  agree,  the  third  by  the  two 
chosen  as  aforesaid. 

That  each  settler  shall  have  liberty,  at  any  time  within 
twelve  months  from  this  date,  to  purchase  of  the  said  Pro- 
prietors, fifty  acres  for  quantity  and  quality  of  the  unlotted 
lands  in  the  township  wherein  he  is  settled,  at  a  price  not 
exceeding  three  shillings  per  acre. 

Provided  nevertheless^  That  where  any  agreement  has 
been,  or  shall  be  made,  between  a  Proprietor  or  Proprie- 
tors, and  a  settler  or  settlers,  as  to  terms  of  settlement, 
such  agreement  shall  not  be  violated. 

Samuel  Phiixips,  jun.  >  (,      ^^j^^^^ 
Nathaniel  Wells.       > 
Boston,  June  20,  1785. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Resolved,  That  the 
grant  of  four  Townships  aforesaid,  be  confirmed  in  manner 
following,  viz, :  No.  1,  to  Paul  TJiorndike  and  others  ;  No. 
4,  to  Edward  Small  and  others;  No.  5,  to  Josiah  Saw- 
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yer  and  others;  and  No.  6,  to  Nathaniel  Parkei*  and 
others ;  their  several  and  respective  heirs  and  assigns,  on 
the  conditions  in  the  said  report.  June  21  ^  1785, 

Chapter  4!3. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSIAH  COOPER,  AND  OTHERS,  Qhan    42 
OF  DUKBS  COUNTY,  INDIANS,  EMPOWERING  THEIR  GUAR-  ^ 

DIANS  TO  SELL  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Josiah  Cooper,  an  Indian  man^  and 
others^  of  the  town  of  Chilmark,  in  Dukes  County,  pray- 
inff  for  liberty  to  make  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the 
town  q/* Chilmark,  containing  about  twenty  acres: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Guardians  of  the  Indians  in  Dukes 
County^  be  empowered  to  sell,  at  public  auction  or  private 
sale,  a  tract  of  land,  lying  unimproved,  adjoining  to  the 
land  of  Matthew  Tilton^  in  said  Chilmark^  cdntaining  about 
twenty  acres,  and  to  give  a  good  deed  or  deeds  of  the  ' 

same,  the  net  proceeds  to  be  by  them  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  fencing  and  cultivating  the  other  land  of  said 
petitioners ;  —  and  the  said  Guardians  to  be  accountable 
to  this  Court,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  proceeds  of  said 
land.  June  22, 1785. 


Chapter  43. 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  BERNARD,  GRANTING  fiz^^  a^ 
ONE  MOIETY  OR  HALF  PART  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  MOUNT^"'^P*  ^"^ 
DBSBRT,  TO  HOLD  THE  SAME  IN  FEE  SIMPLE. 

Whereas  John  Bernard,  of  Bath,  in  the  county  ©/'Lin- 
coln, hath  produced  to  this  Ootirty  ample  testimony  of  the 
uniformity y  consistency ,  and  propriety  of  his  political  con- 
duct, previous  40,  during,  and  since  the  late  war:  —  And 
whereas  the  estate  of  his  father.  Sir  Francis  Bernard, 
deceased,  has  been  confiscated  to  the  use  of  this  Goveimment; 
part  of  which  estate,  so  confiscated,  to  wit,  the  island  of 
Mount  Desert,  wa^  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said 
deceased^  made  previous  to  said  confiscation,  devued  to  the 
said  John,  and  the  only  property  which  said  John  by  the 
will  aforesaid,  could  hold,  had  not  said  estate  been  confis- 
cated; and  this  Court  viewing  the  conduct  of  said  John  as 
meritorious,  and  commiserating  his  peculiar  situation,  — 
and  he  having  petitioned  for  a  grant  of  the  island  afore 
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8aid^   which  this   Court   consider  to  be  in  degree  rea- 
sonable: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  one  moiety,  or  half  part  of 
the  ishmd  of  Mount  Desert,  in  quantity  and  quality,  be 
and  hereby  is  granted,  and  from  the  passing  of  this 
resolve,  shall  enure  to  the  said  John  Bernard,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever,  to  hold  in  fee  simple;  provided 
always  that  the  said  John  shall  convey  to  each  person, 
now  in  possession  of  lands,  which  may  by  a  division  of 
the  aforesaid  island  be  assigned  to  said  John,  such  quan- 
tity thereof,  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  committee 
appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed 
October  28,  1783,  shall  direct,  within  eighteen  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  resolve.  June  23,  1785. 

Chapter  44. 

Chap.  44  RESOLVE  directing   the  naval  officer  of  BOSTON,  ONCE 
^  IN     THREE      MONTHS     TO     PAY     THE    TREASURER    SEVEN 

TWELFTHS  OF  ALL  THE  FEES  HE  MAT  HEREAFTER  RE- 
CEIVE IN  HIS  OFFICE,  AND  WITH  THE  SEVERAL  OTHER 
NAVAL  OFFICERS,  KEEP  AND  RENDER  AN  ACCURATE  AC- 
COUNT OF  SUCH  FEES,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO  KEEP  A  SEPARATE  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SAME. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  fees  of  the 
Naval  Office,  as  the  same  are  established  by  law,  are  more 
than  adequate  to  the  support  of  the  Naval  Office  of  the  Port 
q/* Boston:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  Port  of  Boston, 
once  in  three  months,  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, seven- twelfths  of  all  the  fees  which  he  may 
hereafter  receive  in  his  office ;  —  any  law  or  resolve  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  The  said  Naval  Officer  taking 
duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in 
the  Secretary's  office : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  several  Naval  Officers  in 
this  Commonwealth  be,  and  they  are  hereby  severally 
directed,  to  keep  just  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  the  fees 
which  they  may  receive  in  their  respective  offices ;  —  and 
once  in  three  months  render  an  account  thereof,  on  oath, 
to  the  Treasurer  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  keep  a  separate  account  of 
the  monies  he  shall  receive  from  the  Naval  Officer  of 
Boston,  by  virtue  of  the  resolve  herein  first  mentioned,  — 
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and  that  tbey  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  cost 
and  charges  of  the  several  light  houses  in  this  Common- 
\\ealth,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  that  monies  arising 
from  the  duties  of  light  money  are  appropriated. 

June  23, 1785. 


Chapter  45. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION    OF  JOHN  BUTTRICK  AJ^D  DAVID  (JhaV    45 
BROlVy,  TO    SERVE   THE    ADVERSE    PARTY    WITH    A    COPY,  ^' 

&C.  TO  SHEW  CAUSE. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Buttrick  and  David  Brown, 
setting  forth  that  they^  with  Joseph  Lee,  and  others,  were 
obligated  to  Hugh  Hall,  Esq;  late  of  Boston,  deceased,  in 
a  bond  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  that  the  aforesaid  John 
and  David,  had  given  counter  bonds,  and  were  holden  to 
pay  the  whole  debt  and  damage,  and  that  the  bond  afore- 
said was  carried  off  by  Foster  Hutchinson,  executor  to  the 
last  will  of  the  said  Hugh  ;  also  that  an  administrator  was 
appointed  on  said  eMate,  who  called  on  your  petitioners  to 
discharge  their  debt,  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  which  they  were  ready  at  that  time  to  have 
done;  but  the  administrator  would  not  receive  the  money 
ivhen  it  was  sent  to  him ;  and  likewise,  thai  action  had 
been  coimnenced  against  Mr.  Lee  only,  and  judgment 
obtained  for  a  larger  sum  than  was  due  on  said  bond,  and 
praying  for  reHief: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  aforesaid,  serve  the 
adverse  party,  with  an  attested  copy  of  their  petition, 
with  this  order  of  Court  thereon,  three  weeks  at  least 
before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  that  they  may  appear  on  that  day,  and 
shew  cause,  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer  of  their 
petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  execution  be 
stayed  in  the  mean  time.  June  23,  1 785. 


Chapter  46. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DANIEL  WHITNEY,  ABATING  A  nj,f,n  JA 
FINE  LAID  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  SHERBURSE,  FOR  NOT  SEND-  ^'*^i^-  *" 
ING  A  REPRESENTATIVE  IN  1781. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Whitney,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Sherburne,  praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  fine 
set  on  said  town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the 
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General  Courts  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one: 

Resolved^  That  there  lie  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  said  town  of  Sherburne^  Eight 
pounds,  one  shilling,  }>eing  the  one  half  of  the  said  fine. 

June  23, 1785. 


Chapter  47. 

Chary   47  i^ksolve  granting  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and 

^'  FOUR   PENCE,  TO  JOSEPH  MONTAGUE  AND  GIDEON  MOODY, 

FOR  THEIR  SERVICE  IN  THE  ARMY,  IN  THE  YEAR  1781. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Joseph  Montague  and  Gideon  Moody, 
praying  that  they  may  be  paid  for  three  months  service  in 
the  army^  in  the  year  1781 : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Joseph  Montague  and  Gideon  Moody, 
the  sum  of  Six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence 
each,  in  full  for  said  service.  June  23,  1785. 


Chap.  48 


Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE       GRANTING      FIFTEEN     POUNDS       NINE     SHILLINGS 
ELEVEN  PENCE  HALF  PENNY,  TO  DANIEL  PETTINGILL. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Pettingill : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  Daniel  Pettingill, 
Fifteen  pounds  nine  shillings  and  eleven  pence  half  pe:nny, 
in  full  for  his  services,  as  set  forth  in  his  petition. 

June  23,  1785. 


Chapter  49. 

Chan    49  R^^^olvk  on  the  petition  of  thomas  atbr  and  others, 

'  GUARDIANS    TO    CHILDREN    OF  ASA  WITHAM,  EMPOWERING 

THEM    TO    ENTER  AN    APPEAL  AT  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF 
PROBATE. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Ayer,  Joseph  Peirce,  and 
Jeremiah  Witham,  guardians  of  the  orphan  children  of 
Asa  Witham,  late  of  New  Glocester,  deceased: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Thomas  Ayer,  Joseph  Peirce  and  Jeremiah 
Witham,  guardians  of  the  orphan  children  of  Asa  With" 
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am^  of  New  Glocester  aforesaid,  deceased,  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  enter  their 
appeal,  in  their  said  capacities,  from  a  decree  of  William 
Gorham^  Esq  ;  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Gum-- 
berlandy  upon  an  account  called  the  second  account  of 
Rebecca  Bump^  late  Rebecca  Witham^  administratrix  on 
the  estate  of  the  aforesaid  Asa  Witham^  deceased,  at  the 
sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate,  on  the  next 
Tuesday  after  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  e/une,  1786,  to  be 
holden  at  Falmouth^  in  the  county  of  Gumbei-land,  —  and 
to  file  in  their  reasons  as  the  law  directs ;  —  the  said 
guardians  giving  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  twenty  days 
before  the  sitting  of  the  Court  aforesaid,  by  serving  her 
with  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve ;  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Probate  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to 
receive  the  said  appeal,  and  determine  thereon,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought  before  them  in  the 
common  course  of  law.  June  23^  1785. 


Chapter  50. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE  PETITION  OF  HIRAM  NBWHALL,  IN  BEHALF   (Jhn'n    50 
OF   THE    TOWN    OF   ATHOL,  APPOINTING    A    COMMITTEE    TO  ^' 

REPAIR  TO  SAID  TOWN,  AND  HEAR  THE  PARTIES. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Hiram  Newhall,  Bag;  in  behalf  of 
the  toion  o/^  Athol,  and  the  answer  thereto  from  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Orange,  as  were  set  off  from 
said  Athol : 

Resolved^  For  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition,  and 
answer  thereto,  that  Ebenezer  Bridge^  Josiah  Stearns  and 
John  Fessenden^  Esq'rs.  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed 
a  committee  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Athol  and  district  of 
Orangey  hear  the  parties  and  finally  adjust  and  settle  all 
disputes  that  do  now  exist,  between  the  said  town  of 
Atholf  and  said  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Orange^ 
respecting  debts  contracted  previous  to  the  said  district 
being  set  ofl:'  from  the  town  of  AthoU  and  also  such  taxes 
as  may  have  been  assessed  pursuant  to  any  vote  or  votes 
of  said  town  of  Atfiol,  subsequent  to  the  incorporation  of 
said  district,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

And  H  is  f Hither  Resolved^  That  the  expence  of  the 
committee  shall  bo  paid  by  either  or  both  of  the  parties, 
as  to  the  said  committee  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable. 

June  24, 1785. 
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Chapter  51. 

Chap.  51  RESOLVE    ON    THE  PETITION  OF  EBENEZER  PEASE,  ALLOWING 

^  HIM     FORTY-FIVE     POUNDS,    FIVE     SHILLINGS    AND    FOUR 

PENCE,  FOR   HIS    WAGES    WHILE    A    PRISONER    WITH     THE 

ENEMY,  FROM  SEPTEMBER  1781.  TO  JCTLF 1783,  ALSO  A  GRANT 

OF  TWO  POUNDS,  TWO  SHILLINGS. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Pease,  praying  for  a  com- 
pensation for  his  time  while  a  prisoner  icith  the  enemy  ^ 
viz. :  From  the  seventh  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
1781,  to  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1783, 
being  twenty-two  months  and  nineteen  days^  and  also  for 
his  Jirelocky  accoutrements  and  blanket^  which  he  lost^  and 
could  not  recover: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  JEbenezer  Pease  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  sum  of  Forty-five  pounds^  five  shillings  and  four  pence^ 
in  full  for  his  wages  while  a  prisoner  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  account  of  the  United  States, 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  he  be  paid  out  of  the 
said  treasury,  a  further  sum  of  forty-two  shillings,  for  his 
firelock,  accoutrements  and  blanket.  June  24^  1785, 


Chapter  5!3. 

Chap.  62  RESOLVE  PREVENTING  NAVAL  OFFICERS  HOLDING  THE  OFFICE 
-^  OF    COLLECTOR,    OR    DEPUTY  COLLECTOR    OF    IMPOST    AND 

EXCISE. 

Resolved,  That  no  Naval  Officer  in  any  of  the  ports  of 
this  Commonwealth,  shall  exercise,  or  hold  the  office  or 
place  of  Collector  or  Deputy  Collector  of  Impost  or  Excise, 
in  any  county  therein  ;  and  if  any  Naval  Officer  shall  exer- 
cise or  hold  such  office,  it  shall  be  construed  to  be  a  resig- 
nation of  his  place  as  Naval  Officer.  June  24,  1785. 

Chapter  53. 

Chap.  53  RKSOLVE     ON    THE    PETITION    OF    THE    SELECTMEN    OF    THE 
^"  TOWN    OF    TRURO,    (IN    BEHALF    OF    SAID    TOWN)    IN    THE 

COUNTY    OF    BARNSTABLE,  RELATIVE    TO  THE  ABATEMENT 
OF  TAXES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Truro, 
in  behalf  of  the  said  town,  praying  for  an  abatement  of 
taxes: 
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Resolvedy  That  on  account  of  the  reduced  circumstances 
of  the  town  of  TrurOy  the  said  town  be,  and  it  is,  hereby 
•discharged  of  all  the  State  and  Continental  Taxes,  with 
which  said  town  stands  charged  on  the  treasury  books, 
except  the  State  Taxes  No.  3,  1783,  and  No.  4,  1784,  for 
which  last  mentioned  taxes  the  said  town  is  to  remain 
accountable ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  directed  to  discharge  the  said  town  accordingly, 
and  to  stay  his  executions  for  the  last  mentioned  taxes, 
until  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  if  any  of  the  persons 
assessed  in  the  State  Tax  of  May^  1781,  hereby  remitted 
to  the  said  town,  are  not  of  sufficient  ability  to  pay 
the  sums  assessed  on  them  thereon,  the  Selectmen  and 
Assessors  of  said  town,  upon  application  to  them  made, 
may  abate  the  same ;  and  the  Collector  or  Collectors  of 
said  tax,  are  hereby  authorized  to  collect  the  remainder, 
and  directed  to  pay  the  sums  they  shall  so  collect  into  the 
treasury  of  the  said  town  of  7Vwro,  to  be  applied  to  such 
use  or  uses  as  may  by  said  town  in  a  legal  town  meeting 
be  ordered.  June  25,  1785. 

Chapter  54. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN   Chat)    54 
OF  CHATHAM,  IN   BEHALF  OF  SAID  TOWN,  PRAYING  FOR  AN  ^* 

ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Oti  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Chatham, 
in  behalf  of  said  town^  praying  for  an  abate^nent  of  taxes: 

Resolvedi  That  in  consideration  of  the  reduced  state  of 
the  town  of  Chatham^  one  half  of  the  State  Tax  No.  3, 
1783,  together  with  the  several  balances  due  for  State  and 
Continental  Taxes,  prior  to  the  said  tax  of  1783,  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  remitted  and  the  said  town  discharged 
from  the  payment  of  any  taxes  already  laid  on  said  town, 
except  the  Tax  No.  4,  1784,  and  the  one  half  of  the  said 
Tax  No.  3 ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Chatham  for 
the  sums  hereby  remitted,  and  to  stay  his  executions 
against  said  town  for  the  last  mentioned  taxes,  until  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  sums  remitted  to 
the  said  town,  be  nevertheless  collected  of  the  several 
individuals  who  have  neglected  to  pay  the  sums  respec- 
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lively  assessed  on  them  in  the  taxes  remitted,  except  such 
pai-tas  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors  of  the  said  town  shall 
see  cause,  upon  application  made  to  them,  to  abate  ;  —  and 
the  Collectors  of  the  said  taxes,  are  hereby  empowered  to 
compleat  their  collections,  and  directed  to  pay  the  sums 
they  shall  so  collect  into  the  treasury  of  the  town  of 
Chatham^  (save  the  Tax  No.  4,  1784,  and  the  one  half  of 
the  State  Tax  No.  3,  required  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth)  to  be  applied  to  such  use  or  uses, 
as  shall  be  by  the  said  town  of  Chathamy  at  a  legal  town 
meeting  ordered.  June  25 ^  1785. 


Chapter  55. 

Chap.  55  RESOLVE  on  the  representation  of  the  justices  of  the 

^  *  COURT    of    general   SESSIONS    OF    THE    PEACE    FOR    THE 

county  OF  BRISTOL,  EMPOWERING  THE  SHERIFF  TO  RE- 
MOVE THE  PRISONERS  FROM  TAUSTON  GOAL  TO  PLYMOUTH 
GOAL. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral  Sessions  of  the  Peajcefor  the  county  of  Bristol : 

Resolved^  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Bristol  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  remove  the 
prisoners  now  in  the  goal  in  the  said  county,  and  to  com- 
mit those  he  may  hereafter  have  in  his  custody,  to  the 
goal  in  the  county  of  Plymouth;  and  the  Sheriff  of  the 
said  county  of  Plymouth ^  is  hereby  directed  to  receive 
such  prisoners  into  his  custody,  and  them  safely  keep 
until  they  shall  be  legally  discharged  or  removed,  by 
order  of  the  General  Couit. 

Resolved  further ^  That  the  charges  which  may  arise  in 
supporting  the  said  prisoners,  and  all  other  costs  occa- 
sioned by  the  prisoners,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  said 
county  of  Bristol^  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  pris- 
oners continued  in  the  goal  in  the  said  county  of  Bristol. 

June  25,  1785. 

Chapter  56. 

Char)  5()  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  murtha  dotle,  alias  mat- 

^*  THEIV  DOYLE,    DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    TO    DELIVER 

notes  in  LIEU  of  NOTES  ISSUED. 

071  the  petition  o/*  Murtha  Doyle,  alias  Matthew  Doyle, 
setting  forth  that  he  teas  a  soldier  iri  Colonel  Cmne's  i^effi- 
ntent  of  artillery,  in  Captain  Thomas  Jackson's  company. 
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and  that  his  wages  have  been  drawn  by  one  William  Davis, 
from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Conwiomrexdth^  by  a  forged 
order: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the 
said  Murtha  Doyle',  alias  Matthew  Doyle,  notes  in  the  same 
manner,  and  for  the  same  amount,  as  if  no  notes  ever  had 
been  issued,  for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  Doyle^s 
wages.  June  27, 1785. 


Chapter  57. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  GBORGB  STIMPSON,  TO  SERVE   QJiaV    57 
MESSRS.  GILBERT  DENCHJlVD  LA  ll'SON  BUCKMINSTER,  WITH  ^' 

A  COPY  OF  THIS  PETITION  AND  ORDER  THEREON,  TO  SHEW 
CAUSE. 

On  the  petition  of  George  Stimpson,  jprayn/^,  fo7'  sun- 
dry reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  he  may  have  a 
re-hearing  in  sundry  actions  between  him  and  Gilbert 
Dench  and  Lawson  Buckminster,  and  that  the  report  of  the 
Heferees  in  said  actions  may  be  set  aside  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
gi*anted,  that  the  said  George  serve  the  said  Gilbert  and 
Lawson,  with  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition  and  this 
order  thereon,  fourteen  days  before  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court,  that  they  may  then 
shew  cause,  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  execution  be 
stayed  in  the  mean  time.  June  27, 1785, 


Chapter  58. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  EDT,  AUTHORIZING   nk„rr^    /Jft 
OVERSEERS    OF    THE   POOR  OF  THE  TOWN  OF   BASTON,  TO    ^'*"P-  ^^ 
TAKE    CHARGE    OF    HIM,    HIS    WIFE  AND    CHILDREN,    AND 
TO    SUPPORT    THEM,    AND    PRESENT    THEIR    ACCOUNT    FOR 
ALLOWANCE. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Edy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of 
Easton,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  directed 
to  take  charge  of  the  said  Benjamin,  his  wife  and  children, 
and  make  such  provision  for  their  relief  and  support,  and 
such  distribution  of  the  said  children,  as  the  said  Over- 
seers shall  suppose  their  necessities  may  require,  and  as 
shall  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  children,  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  the  said  Benjamin  and  bis  children 
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were  the  proper  poor  of  the  said  town  of  Easton^  and  pre- 
sent their  accounts  for  the  same  to  the  General  Court,  for 
allowance  and  payment.  June  27^  1785. 

Chapter  59. 

Char),  59  "^'^^  agreement  with  messrs.  adaus  and  sovrsb,  for 

^  '  PRINTING    THE    RESOLVES    AND    ACTS    OF    THE    GENERAL 

COURT  FOR  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 

The  Sabscribers,  in  consideration  that  the  present  Gen- 
eral Court  of  this  Commonwealth  of  Mdssachu^tts^  shall 
ofrant  to  them  the  exclusive  business  of  printing  the 
Kesolves  and  temporary  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  that  shall 
be  passed  by  the  present  General  Court,  hereby  on  their 
I)art  engage,  that  they  will  print  six  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  of  each  of  said  Resolves  and  Acts,  on  good  paper  with 
a  fair  type,  at  the  price  of  one  penny  per  sheet ;  each  sheet 
to  contain  four  pages,  and  of  the  same  size  with  those  on 
which  the  Resolves  and  Acts  of  the  General  Court  of  the  last 
year  were  printed,  and  stitch  the  Resolves  and  Acts  aforesaid, 
of  each  session  of  the  said  General  Court,  in  two  separate 
coverings  of  blue  paper,  and  from  time  to  time  deliver  the 
same  according  to  the  directions  of  the  General  Court. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereto  subscribed  our  names, 
this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

(Signed)  Adams  and  Nourse. 

In  presence  of 

Edward  H.  Kobbins, 

Josiah  Hubbard.  June  27, 1785. 

Read  and  accepted.  June  28^  1785. 

Chapter  60. 

Chap.  GO  RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  PROCURE  THE  LAWS 
^  *  OF  OTHER  STATES,  TO   PUBLISH  AN  ABSTRACT  OF  CaSTOMS 

AND   DUTIES,   AND  TO  EXPOSTULATE   WITH   OTHER  STATES 
RESPECTING  THEIR  EXCISE  ACTS. 

Remlved,  That  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  procure 
from  time  to  time,  the  Laws  and  Resolves  of  the  several 
United  StateSy  and  also  such  of  the  laws,  decrees,  and 
arrets  of  other  Governments,  as  may  aftect  the  interest  of 
the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth. 

liesolved.  That  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  cause  an 
abstract  to  be  printed  of  all  such  customs  and  duties,  that 
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have  or  may  come  to  his  knowledge,  of  what  nature  or 
kind  soev.er,  as  are  demanded  from  American  vessels  in 
foreign  ports,  for  the  information  and  government  of  all 
concerned.  .  . 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  be 
requested  to  expostulate  with  such  of  the  United  States^ 
as  have  passed  Impost  and  Excise  Acts,  or  other  Laws  for 
the  regulation  of  Trade,  that  affect  the  commercial  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  and  to  urge  the  propriety 
of  their  making  such  alterations  and  amendments,  as  shall 
render  them  not  only  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
federation, but  consistent  with  those  principles  of  reci- 
procity which  in  a  national  view,  ought  ever  to  be  adopted. 

June  27, 1785. 

Chapter  61. 

RESOLVE  RESPECTING  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN  OP  LAN-  Cho/D    61 
CASTER,  CONTINUING  THE   TIME   OF  ASSESSMENT   TO   THE  -^* 

FIRST  OF  AUGUST  NEXT. 

Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  the  General  Courts  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  1785,  empowering  the  Assessors  of 
the  town  of  Lancaster,  for  the  year  1781,  ix>  assess  those 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  with  their  estates, 
thai  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  26th  of 
February,  1781,  were  set  off  from  said  town  of  Lancaster, 
and  annexed  to  the  totro  q/"  Shrewsbury,  their  proportion  of 
the  several  requisitions  made  on  the  said  town  o/*  Lancaster, 
in  the  year  )  781  :  And  as  the  time  allowed  for  the  compleat- 
ing  said  assessment  is  expired: 

Resolved,  That  the  power  given  the  said  Assessors,  by 
the  Resolve  aforesaid,  be,  and  is,  hereby  continued  to  the 
first  day  of  August  next.  June  27, 1785. 


Chapter  62. 


RESOLVE    MAKING    AN    ESTABU8HMENT     OF    THE    GENERAL 
COURT'S  PAY. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  to  each  member 
of  the  Hon,  Council,  and  the  sum  of  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence,  to  each  member  of  the  Hon.  Senate,  —  and  the 
sum  of  seven  shillings  to  each  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,   for  each  day  they  have   attended  the 


Chap.  62 
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Council  or  General  Court,  the  present  session,  also  the 
further  sum  of  one  day's  pay  for  every  ten  miles  distance 
each  member  lives  from  the  place  of  the  Court's'sitting. 

June  27, 1785. 

Chapter  63. 

ChOD    63  i^'ESOLVE    ON    THE   MEMORIAL  OF    CHARLES    CUSHING,    ESQ; 
-^*  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE   A   CERTAIN   SUM 

OF  MONEY  OF  THE  OLD  EMISSION,  AND  NINETY  POUNDS    IN 
NOTES. 

On  the  memorial  q/" Charles  Gushing,  Esq;  setting  forth 
that  CoL  Dummer  Sewall,  who  was  a  Muster  Master  and 
Superiviendant  for  the  county  o/*  Lincoln,  sent  the  memori- 
alist his  accounts,  and  the  surplus  of  old  emission  money , 
and  notes  remaining  in  his  hands,  after  paying  off  the 
soldiers;  which  money  and  notes  it  appears  are  the  same 
the  said  Sewall  received  from  the  treasury;  —  and  praying 
that  he  might  have  liberty  to  return  the  same  into  the  treas- 
ury^ for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Mesolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  Tioo  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  of  the  old  emission,  and 
Ninety  pounds  in  notes,  being  the  amount  of  the  aforesaid 
money  and  notes,  giving  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one 
of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  ofSce,  and  that 
the  same  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Dummer  Sewall. 

June  27, 1785. 

Chapter  64. 

ChaV     64  I^KSOLVE    REQUESTING    THE    GOVERNOR   TO    WRITE    TO    THE 
-^*  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK,  UPON   THE  SUBJECT  OF   LANDS 

WITHIN  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  WHICH  SAID 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  IS  NOW  DISPOSING  OF. 

Wliereas  this  Court  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  State 
of  New  York,  has  offered  to  make  sale  of  lands  within  the 
limits  claimed  to  be  within  this  Commonwealth^  and  that 
the  said  State  is  a^ctu^ly  attempting  to  purchase  of  the 
natives^  lands  lying  within  the  same  limits : 

Therefore^  Ordered^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  write  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State  aforesaid,  representing  to  him  the  nature  and 
impropriety  of  such  conduct ;  that  it  tends  manifestly  to 
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lay  a  foundation  for  jealousy  and  discord  between  this 
Commonwealth  and  the  State  aforesaid,  and  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Legislature,  all  matters  respecting  the  said 
lands  ought  to  have  been  permitted,  by  the  respective 
claimants  thereof,  to  continue  in  the  same  state  they  were 
in  at  the  time  the  claim  of  this  Commonwealth  thereto 
was  instituted.  June  28 ^  1785, 

Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  RICHARD  DBVESS,  ESQ;  COM-  (J^aV.   65 
MISSARY  GENERAL,  TO  CREDIT  ISAAC  SyOWOF  HARPSWELL  -^' 

FOR  THE  AMOUNT  OF  THE  FIRE  ARMS  MENTIONED,  AND 
APPOINTING  NATHANIEL  WELLS,  ESQ;  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO 
THE  MATTER  OF  A  NUMBER  OF  FIRE  ARMS  SOLD  THE  HON. 
JET>BDIAH  PREBLE,  ESQ;  DECEASED. 

WTiereas  it  appears  to  this  Gourt^  that  Isaac  Snow,  of 
Harpswell,  who  received  for  the  use  of  that  tovm^  twenty- 
five  of  the  fire  arms  mentioned  in  the  said  memorial^  has 
produced  a  receipt  f^om  Joseph  Noyes,  Esq;  by  which  it 
ajypears^  that  he  paid  the  said  Noyes  for  twenty  of  said 
anns;  —  aiid  whereas  it  appears  that  the  other  five  fire  ^ 

arms  delivered  to  said  Snow,  were  accidentally  lost: 

Therefore^  Besolved,  That  the  said  Commissary  General 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  Isaac 
Snow  fi)r  the  whole  amount  of  the  said  twenty-five  fire 
arms,  the  resolve  of  March  the  18th,  1784,  notwith- 
standing. 

And  whereas  it  appears  that  the  Hon.  Jedediah  Preble, 
late  o/*  Falmouth,  Esq;  to  whom  thirty-three  of  said  fire 
arms  were  delivered^  is  since  dead:  —  And  whereas  Daniel 
Ilsley,  to  whom  forty-seven  of  said  fire  arms  were  supposed 
to  have  been  deliveredj  has  by  his  letter  to  the  Commissary 
General^  represented^  that  those  arms  were  never  delivered 
to  his  care,  so  as  to  make  him  accountable  for  the  same:  — 
And  whereas  further  enquiry  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
investigation  of  this  matter^  and  to  enable  this  Court  to 
determine  with  certainty,  who  are  now  accountable  to  this 
Commo7iwealthfor  the  said  thirty-three  arms,  and  the  said 
forty-seven  arms : 

It  is  therefore  farther  Resolved,  That  Nathaniel  Wells, 
Esq  ;  be  a  Committee  in  the  next  recess  of  this  Court,  to 
enquire  particularly  into  this  matter,  and  report  at  the 
next  sitting  of  this  Court;  —  And  the  Commissary 
General  is  directed  in  the  mean  time  to  call  upon  Joseph 
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Nbyes^  f^sq;  for  the  proceeds  of  the  twenty  fire  arms 
aforesaid,  which  Isaac  Snow  aforesaid,  paid  into  his 
hands  (as  appears  by  his  receipt,  dated  the  11th  of  May^ 
A.  D.  1779)  if  the  same  be  not  already  accounted  for. 

June  28^  1785. 

Chapter  66. 

dlWD    66  ABSOLVE  APPOINTING  A  COMMnTBB  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  LANDS 
^*  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Resolved^  That  John  Bacon^  Samuel  Kellogg ^  Esq  ;  and 
Mr.  JSbenezer  JPetrce^  be  a  Committee  to  dispose  of  all  the 
unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth, 
lying  in  the  county  of  Berkshire^  except  the  lands  on 
Hoosuck  Mountain^  and  those  which  have  been  confiscated 
to  the  use  of  Government ;  and  that  the  said  Committee,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  dispose  of  the  said  lands, 
either  at  public  or  private  sale,  (as  they  may  judge  most 
for  the  interest  of  this  Commonwealth)  for  any  of  the 
consolidated  securities  of  this  State,  and  to  allow,  if  they 
shall  judge  it  most  beneficial,  a  day  of  payment  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said  lands,  for  three- 
fourths  of  the  sum  agreed  upon,  the  other  fourth  being 
paid  in  hand,  and  the  term  of  credit  not  to  exceed  six 
months,  taking  good  and  suflBcient  security  therefor ;  — 
first  giving  notice  of  the  sale  of  said  lands^  by  posting  up 
notifications  in  the  most  public  places  in  the  four  neigh- 
bouring towns,  and  by  advertising  the  same  in  the 
Worcester  and  Springfield  newspapers,  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively, previous  to  the  sale ;  and  the  said  Committee 
are  hereby  empowered  to  give  good  and  suflScient  deeds 
of  the  lands  they  shall  sell  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause 
them  to  be  surveyed  by  a  Surveyor  and  chainman  whom 
they  shall  appoint,  and  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  duty.  And  as  there  are  divers  parcels 
of  the  said  lands  already  entered  upon ;  and  petitions 
have  been  preferred  to  the  General  Court,  that  the  occu- 
pants may  be  quieted  in  their  possessions,  upon  paying  a 
reasonable  consideration  ;  in  such  cases  the  said  Commit- 
tee are  empowered  to  quiet  the  occupants  in  their  posses- 
sions, upon  their  paying  such  sum  or  sums  in  consolidated 
securities  of  this  State,  as  the  Committee  shall  judge  said 
lands  would  be  worth  at  the  time  of  sale,  as  if  in  an 
unimproved  state  :  —  And  the  said  Committee  are  hereby 
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directed  to  deliver  into  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, all  the  notes  they  shall  receive  in  payment  for  the 
said  lands,  together  with  the  obligations  received  of  the 
purchasers  as  aforesaid,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor, 
one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office ;  and 
they  are  further  directed  to  make  report  of  their  doings 
hereon  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  or  as  soon 
as  may  be  afterwards.  June  28 ^  1785. 

Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE  ON  HIS  EXCELLENCY'S  MESSAGE,  REQUESTING  HIM  Chat)  67 
TO  ORDER  THE  GUNS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  FORTRESSES  IN  THE  -^^ 

HARBOUR  TO  BE  FIRED,  UPON  THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  DUKE  OF 
NORMANDY. 

Whereas  the  increase  of  the  family  of  his  Most  Chris- 
.tian  Majesty,  by  the  birth  of  a  Prince  who  is  styled  the 
Duke  of  Normandy,  will  be  the  means  of  adding  strength 
and  stability  to  the  House  of  a  King^  who  has  given  many 
important  proof s  of  friendship  for  ournationy  and  increases 
the  happiness  of  his  family ^  and  the  people  under  his  gov- 
emmeyit : 

Resolved^  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  guns  of  the  several  fortresses  in,  and 
near  the  harbour  of  Boston^  to  be  fired  as  soon  as  may  be, 
on  this  joyful  occasion.  June  28, 1785. 

Chapter  68. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SHUBASL  JOHNSON,  EXECUTOR  flj^a^  gg 
TO  BENJAMIN  JOHNSON,  DECEASED,  TO  if  OTIVY  ANN  KNIQHT  ^'^F*  ^^ 
TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Shubael  Johnson,  executor  of  the  last 
will  and  testament  ojf  Benjamin  Johnson,  deceased: 

Resolved,  Thatf  Shubael  Johnson  notify  Ann  Knight, 
formerly  named  Ann  Borland,  by  serving  her  or  her 
Attorney  with  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition  and  this 
order  thereon,  fourteen  days  at  least,  previous  to  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  to  shew  cause  (if  any  there  be)  on  the  said  day, 
why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted ; 
—  and  that  the  officer  who  has,  or  shall  receive,  the  execu- 
tion mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
directed  to  extend  the  same  in  the  mean  time,  in  the  same 


662  1785.  — Mat  Skssiox. 

manner  as  if  the  judgment  against  the  said  Shnbad  John-' 
son  had  been  for  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  seventy 
pounds  ten  shillings  damage,  and  the  costs,  and  for  no 
more.  June  26,  1785. 

Chapter  69. 

Cha/D    G9  I^BSOLVB  ON  THE  PETrriON  OP  WILLIAM  BRUSSOy,  IN  BEHALF 
-^*  OF  THE  TOWN  OP  ALFORD,  ABATING  A  FINE. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Brunson,  setting  forth  that 
the  tovm  cf  Alford,  was  charged  with  one  man  more 
than  their  just  proportion^  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court  in  December,  1780 ;  and  praying  that  the  said  town 
may  be  abated  the  fine  laid  on  them  in  consequence  of  not 
raising  the  aforesaid  man: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Alford^  One  hundred  and  twenty^ght  pounds 
nine  shillings  and  six  pence,  on  the  tax  in  which  the  said 
fine  was  charged.  June  29, 1785, 

Chapter  70. 

Chan  70  absolve  on  the  message  prom  the  governor,  of  junb  u, 

-^'  1786,  RESPECTING  JONATBAS  EDDY  JLt^D  OTHERS,  REFUGEES 

FROM  NOVA  SCOTIA,  GRANTING  SEVERAL  QUANTITIES  OF 
LAND  LYING  IN  ONE  BODY,  IN  THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS 
OF  THIS  STATE  TO  THE  EASTWARD  OF  PENOBSCOT  RIVER. 
UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SALE  OF 
LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN,  UPON  CERTAIN  CON- 
DITIONS. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Eddy,  Usq;  and  the  other  persons 
hereafter  named,  refugees  from  the  province  of  ^ovs.  Scotia, 
now  residing  in  this  CommonwecUth,  were  during  the  late 
war  J  in  consequence  of  the  laudable  attachmenl  which  they 
expressed  to  the  American  cause^  necessitated  to  flee  from 
their  respective  habitations  in  the  Province  aforesaid^  and 
leave  their  property  behind  them,  many  of  whom  are  now 
in  penurious  and  distressed  circumstances;  and  as  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  April  last  past^  recommended  the  said  sufferers  to  the 
humanity  and  particular  attention  of  this  Court;  and  they 
having  by  their  agentj  Jonathan  Eddy  aforesaid^  mani- 
fested their  desire  to  procure  a  settlement  in  the  Eastern 
part  of  this  Commonwealth: 
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Therefore  Resolved^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is, 
granted  to  the  several  persons  hereafter  named,  being 
refugees  as  aforesaid,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever, the  several  quantities  of  land  hereafter  mentioned, 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  said  Jonathan  Eddy^  fifteen  hundred 
acres;  to  Ebenezer  Grardner^  one  thousand  acres;  to 
Zebulon  Row  J  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres ;  to  WiUiam 
Maxwell  J  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres ;  to  Robert  Foster  ^ 
five  hundred  and  fifty  acres ;  to  Parker  Clarke^  five  hun- 
dred acres;  to  Atwood  Fcdes^  four  hundred  and  fifty 
acres ;  to  Elijah  Ayre^  four  hundred  acres ;  to  the  heirs 
of  William  Eddy^  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  to 
Phineas  Never ^  one  thousand  acres ;  to  Nathaniel  Rey- 
nold^  three  hundred  acres ;  to  S^h  Nbble^  three  hundred 
acres ;  to  Samuel  Rogers^  three  hundred  acres ;  to 
Thomas  Forkner^  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres ;  to  John 
Dayy  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres ;  to  Anthony  Burkj 
Bradford  Oarpentery  John  Eckley^  Jonathan  Eddy^  jun. 
William  Howe^  each  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres ;  which 
several  quantities  of  land,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to 
Nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres^  shall  be 
laid  out  in  one  body,  in  the  unappropriated  lands  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  eastward  of  Penobscot  River j 
under  the  directions  of  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of 
unappropriated  land  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  ^  who  shall 
also  cause  division  thereof  to  be  made  among  the  grantees 
aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  relative  value  of 
the  several  parcels  thereof,  as  nearly  proportionate  to  the 
quantities  therein  contained,  as  may  be. 

Provided  always^  That  each  of  the  grantees  aforesaid, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  erect  a  dwelling  house,  and 
clear  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  land  at  least,  upon  the  par- 
ticular parcel  that  shall  be  assigned  them,  agreeable  to 
this  Resolve,  within  two  years  after  the  division  shall  be 
made  as  aforesaid,  and  that  the  whole  right  of  any  who 
shall  neglect  the  same,  shall  enure  to  the  Commonwealth. 

July  4, 1785. 

Chapter  71. 

RESOLVE   OBT   THE   PETITION   OF  MOSBS  STONE  AND  ASAHEL  CAo®    71 
WHEELER,  AGENTS  FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  SUDBURY,  APPOINT-  -^* 

ING   A  COMMITTEE   OF  BOTH   HOUSES,  TO   REPAIR  TO  THE 
SAID  TOWN  IN  THE  RECESS,  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  MENTIONED. 

Resolved 9  That  Joseph  B,  Vamum^  Esq ;  Mr.  Faulk- 
ner  and  Mr.  Bancroft^  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the 
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town  of  Sudbury^  in  the  next  recess  of  the  General 
Court,  to  view  the  causeway  and  bridges  mentioned  in  the 
petition  aforesaid,  (at  the  expence  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town)  and  report  their  opinion,  after  a  careful 
view  of  the  premises,  whether  or  no  justice  requires  that 
any  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  act  of  incorporation 
referred  to  in  the  said  petition.  And  in  case  it  shall 
appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Committee  just  and  rea- 
sonable, that  Sudbury  should  support  and  maintain  the 
said  causeway  and  bridges,  in  equal  proportion  with  East 
Sudbury^  then  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  directed  to 
consider  of  the  expediency  of  apportioning  the  said  cause* 
way  and  bridges  into  such  divisions  as  that  each  of  the 
said  towns  may  support  and  maintain  its  own  part  in 
severalty ;  and  in  case  they  shall  judge  such  an  appoint- 
ment expedient,  then  to  report  at  the  next  sitting  of  this 
Court,  what  particular  part,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be 
supported  and  maintained  by  Sudbury j  and  what  part  by 
Uant  Sudbury.  June  29,  1785. 

Chapter  72. 

(Jhm>,   72  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  GOWBN  RROWlf  AND  WILLIAM 
^*  TODD,  GRANTING  THEM   THIRTY   POUNDS  TEN   SHILLINGS, 

FOR  A  JUDGMENT  RECOVERED  AGAINST  THEM. 

On  the  petition  of  Gowen  Brown  and  William  Todd, 
praying  for  payment  of  a  whale  boat,  by  them  employed  m 
the  expedition  against  the  British  garrison  at  Penobscot,  by 
order  of  General  Lovell,  arhdfor  reimbursement  of  a  sum  by 
them  expended  in  defending  a  law  suit  brought  against  them 
by  one  Andrew  Reed,^r  the  conversion  of  said  boat: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  Gowen  Brown  and  WUliam 
Toddy  the  sum  of  Thirty  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  in  full  for 
the  judgment  recovered  against  them  by  said  Heed,  upon 
the  action  aforesaid,  and  the  costs  of  the  same  suit,  and 
that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

June  29, 1785. 

Chapter  73. 

ChaVm  73  REPORT   ON   THE   GOVERNOR'S   MESSAGE   OF  THE  SECOND   OP 
-^  JCmS  INSTANT.  RELATIVE  TO  POT  AND  PEARL  ASH,  TO  MAKE 

PROVISION  IN  THE  NEXT  TAX  ACT. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  consider 
the  message  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  of  the  second 
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of  June  instant,  ask  pennission  to  report  as  their  opinion, 
that  it  will  be  expedient  that  the  General  Court  should 
make  provision  in  the  next  Tax  Act,  granting  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  reception  of 
Pot  Ash,  Pearl  Ash,  Flax  Seed,  and  other  specified  articles, 
in  payment  of  the  said  tax,  in  lieu  of  money,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  established  in  the  said  act. 

June  30, 1785. 


Chapter  74. 

RESOLVE     ON     THE     PETmON     OP    ABRABAM    FOSTER    AND  (J^^     74 
OTHERS,  APPOINTED  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  FLIVTS  -^* 

MILL,  STANDING  ON  IPSWICH  RIVER,  HEAR  THE  PARTIES, 
&c.,  AND  REPORT  AT  THE  NEXT  SITTING  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Joshua  Holt,  and 
Thomas  Poor^  Esq'rs.  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Flints 
mill,  standing  on  Ipswich  River,  and  view  the  dam  of  said 
mill,  notify  the  Town  Clerks  of  Reading  and  WUming^ 
ton,  seven  days  before  the  time  they  propose  to  attend, 
hear  the  parties,  consider  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  for 
making  a  convenient  fish  way  through  the  said  mill  dam, 
and  make  report  to  this  Court  at  their  next  sitting,  the 
petitioners  defraying  the  expence  of  the  said  Committee  in 
performing  this  business.  June  30, 1785. 


Chapter  76. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETmON   OF   EPBRAIM  CLEAVELAND,  DI-  ni^^n    7R 
RECTING   A   CONSOLIDATED  NOTE   TO   BE   PAID  TO   HTM,  OF   ^'^^F*  •" 
THE  SAME  SUM,  PAYABLE  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  AS  HE  WOULD 
BE  ENTITLED  TO   RECEIVE,  WERE  THE  NOTES  MENTIONED 
IN  HIS  POSSESSION. 

On  the  petition  o/'Ephraim  Cleaveland,  setting  forth  that 
he  was  possessed  of  two  notes,  called  depreciation  notes, 
amounting  each  to  Three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  pay^ 
able  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  and  thxxJt  by  o/ccident  the 
same  were  consumed  by  fire: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Ephraim  Cleaveland,  in  a  consolidated 
note,  the  same  sum,  payable  at  the  same  period  or  periods 
as  he  would  be  entitled  to  receive  for  the  said  notes,  were 
the  same  now  in  his  possession  :  —  Provided  the  said  JEJpA- 
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raim  Cleavdand  give  bond  to  the  Treasurer,  with  suflScient 
sureties,  to  indemnify  the  Commonwealth,  against  any 
demands  that  may  hereafter  arise  from  the  notes  supposed 
to  be  lost  as  above  mentioned.  July  i,  1785. 


Chapter  76. 


Chap.  76 


RESOLVE  RECOMMENDING  A  CONVENTION  OP  DELBOATES  FROM 
ALL  THE  STATES,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  MENTIONED. 

As  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  a  nation^  cannot 
be  secured  without  a  due  proportion  of  pmver  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  Supreme  Rulers  of  the  State^  the 
present  embarrassed  situation  of  our  public  affairs,  must 
lead  the  mind  of  the  m^ost  inattentive  observer  to  realize 
the  necessity  of  a  revision  of  the  powers  vested  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Articles  of  Gon- 
federation : 

And  as  we  conceive  it  to  be  equally  the  duty  and  the 
privilege  of  every  State  in  the  Uhion^  freely  to  communi' 
cote  their  sentiments  to  the  rest  on  every  subject  relating  to 
their  commxm  interest^  and  to  solicit  their  concurrence  in 
such  measures  as  the  exigency  of  their  public  affairs  may 
require: 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court, 
that  the  present  powers  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States^  as  contained  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  are 
not  fully  adequate  to  the  great  purposes  they  were  origi- 
nally designed  to  effect. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  that  it  is 
highly  expedient,  if  not  indispensibly  necessary,  that  there 
should  be  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  all  the  States  in 
the  Union,  at  some  convenient  place,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  revising  the  confederation,  and 
reporting  to  Congress  how  far  it  may  be  necessary  to  alter 
or  enlarge  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  to  recommend  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from 
all  the  States,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may 
think  convenient,  to  revise  the  confederation,  and  i*eport 
to  Congress  how  far  it  may  be  necessary,  in  their  opin- 
ion, to  alter  or  enlarge  the  same,  in  order  to  secure  and 
perpetuate  the  primary  objects  of  the  Union. 

July  1,1785. 
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Chapter  77. 

LETTER  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS.  Chap.  77 

Impressed  with  the  importance  and  necessity  of  revising 
the  powers  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  the 
General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  have  taken  the  subject 
under  their  serums  consideration,  —  and  have  adopted  the 
enclosed  resolutions,  which  you  are  requested  to  communi- 
cate. Should  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  subject 
appear  to  Congress  in  the  same  point  of  light  that  it  does  to 
this  Court,  they  flatter  themselves,  thai  Congress  will  so  far 
endeavour  to  carry  their  views  into  effect,  as  to  recommend 
a  Convention  of  the  States  at  some  convenient  plaice,  07i  an 
early  day,  that  the  evils  so  severely  experienced  from  the 
want  of  adequate  powers  in  the  fcederal  Government,  may 
find  a  remedy  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  a  perfect  harmony  among  the  Stales,  is  an  object  no 
less  important  than  desirable,  the  Legislature  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts have  aimed  at  that  unassuming  opejiness  of  conduct 
and  respectful  attention  to  the  rights  of  every  State  in  the 
Union,  as  they  doubt  not  will  secure  their  confidence,  and 
meet  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

A  circular  letter  to  the  States  is  herewith  transmitted  to  Con-- 
gress,  which  they  are  requested  to  forward  with  their  recom- 
mendaiionfor  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  States,  if 
they  should  so  far  concur  in  sentiment  icith  this  Court,  as  to 
deeni  such  recommendation  adviseable.  July  1, 1785. 

Chapter  78. 

to  the  supreme  executive  of  each  state.  chav.  78 

(Circular,) 

The  unequal  footing  on  which  we  find  ourselves  placed 
by  all  the  powers  with  whom  we  have  any  commercial  inter- 
course,  has  produced  consequences  too  extensive  not  to  be 
universally  felt,  and  too  important  to  be  longer  neglected. 

As  commerce  and  our  national  credit  and  importance 
must  decline,  unless  our  Representatives  in  Congress  are 
vested  with  more  efficient  powers,  we  cannot  doubt  of  your 
ready  concurrence  in  measures  necessary  to  accomplish  so 
important  a  purpose. 

We  have  by  a  Resolve  of  this  day,  made  application  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  such  recom- 


668  1785.— May  Sbssiov. 

mendcUion  to  the  sevetxU  StcUeSy  as  shall  be  thought  most 
conducive  to  the  purposes  aforesaid^  a  copy  of  which 
Resolve^  with  the  letter  enclosing  it^  addressed  to  the 
President  of  Congress j  is  herewith  transmitted  yoUj  — 
should  you  be  in  sentiment  with  uSj  that  the  measures 
prcposed  are  the  proper  expedients  to  relieve  us  Jrom  the 
national  embarrassments  we  labour  under ^  you  are  requested 
to  signify  your  approbation  of  them  to  Congress,  as  early 
as  possible. 


Chap.  79 


Chapter  79. 

to  the  delegates  of  this  state  in  congress. 

Gentlemen, 

You  have  herewith  transmitted  you,  copies  of  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Court,  accompanied  by  a  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  and  a  circular  letter  (o  the  States,  upon  business 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  this,  as  well  as  every  State  in 
the  Union,  as  you  will  readily  preceive  by  a  perusal'  of 
them : 

You  are  therefore  directed  to  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  laying  them  before  Congress,  and  making  every 
exertion  in  your  power  to  carry  the  object  of  them  into  effect, 
and  to  give  notice  to  the  Governor  as  early  as  possible  of  the 
success  of  such  application. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
is,  hereby  requested,  in  behalf  of  the  Legislature,  to  sign 
the  foregoing  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,'  the 
Supreme  Executive  of  the  several  States,  and  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress,  and  to  forward 
them  accordingly.  Jvly  1, 1785. 

Chapter  80. 

ChaTi     80  llESOLVB  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  CLARKS  OP  ALUSBURY, 
\j  *«*F-   ^^        DIRECTING  THE  SHERIFF  OP  ESSEX  TO  RECEIVE  THE  SUM 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/'Thomas  Clarke  q/"  Almsbury,ybr  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Essex,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  of  Tliomas  Clarke 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  Fifty  pounds  in  consolidated  securi- 
ties of  this  Commonwealth,  in  full  discharge  of  an  execu- 
tion which  he  has  against  the  said  Thomas,  in  favour  of 
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this  Commonwealth 9  for  the  said  sum,  provided  the  said 
Thomas  Clarke  pay  the  cost  that  has  arisen  in  the  prosecu- 
tion. Jvly  i,  1785. 

Chapter  81. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  NINETEEN  POUNDS  FOUR  SHILLINGS,  TO  nkati  81 
THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SURVEYING  LAND  GRANTED  TO  A.  "^'^^F*  ^^ 
LEE,  ESQ. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  I&aac  Parsons  and  John  Lewii<^ 
E^q'rs  ,  Nineteen  pounds  four  shillings^  in  fall  for  their 
trouble  and  cost  of  Surveyor,  chainmen,  &c.  in  survey- 
ing a  plat  of  land  granted  to  Arthur  Lee^  Esq. 

July  1,1785. 

Chapter  82. ' 

RESOLVE    GRANTING    NINE    FOUNDS    THREE    SHILLINGS,    TO  nhnn     82 
SAMUEL  JOHNSON,    RICUARD    WARD   AND   JOHN    CHOATE,  ^'^^F*   ^^ 
ESQ'RS.  FOR  DETERMINING  TO  WHICH   CLASS  A   DISPUTED 
MAN  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  ROWLEY,  BELONGED. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Nine  pounds 
three  shillings,  to  Samuel  Johnson,  Richard  Ward  and 
John  Choate,  Esq'rs.  being  in  full  for  their  time  and 
expence  in  judging  and  determining  to  which  class  a  dis- 
puted man  belonged  in  the  town  of  Rowley,  of  which 
George  Jewett  and  JSbenezer  Kilboum,  were  the  heads, 
agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  March 
14,  1783.  Jvly  1,1785. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE    GRANTING    EIGHT     POUNDS     FOUR     SHILLINGS,    TO   nhnn    SH 
JOSHUA    WASHBURN,  A  SOLDIER.  \yfiuj^»  OO 

On  the  petition  q/*  Joshua  Washburn,  a  soldier  in  the  regin 
m^ent  of  militia,  commandedhy  Lieut.  Col.  OomdH  Putnam, 
in  the  year  1781,  setting  forth,  that  the  wages  for  his  ser- 
vices in  said  regiment,  to  the  amount  of  Eight  pounds  fou 
shillings,  have  been  draum  al  the  treasury  of  this  Common^ 
wealth,  by  a  forged  order: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Joshua  Washburn,  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  Hight  pounds  four  shillings,  in  full  for 
his  services  in  said  regiment.  July  2, 1785. 
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Chapter  84. 

Chav    84  RESOLVE  on  tue  petition  op  the  inhabitants  of  the 

^*  TOWN  OF   WARD,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  STAY  HIS 

execution    AGAINST    SAID    TOWN    FOR   THE    ARREARS   OF 
TAXES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ward, 
praying  that  apart  of  the  arrears  of  the  taxes  of  said  town, 
for  the  years  17«1  and  1782,  may  he  remitted^  or  that  a 
resolve  may  obtain  directing  the  Treasurer  to  stay  his  -exe- 
cations  against  said  town  for  said  arrears,  until  it  may  be 
in  the  power  of  the  said  Uytjon  to  discharge  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be 
directed  to  stay  his  executions  against  the  said  town  for 
the  arrears  of  taxes  committed  to  the  Constables  or  Col- 
lectors of  said  town,  for  the  years  1781  and  1782,  for  the 
term  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  this  Resolve. 

July  i,  1785. 


Chap.  86 


Chapter  85. 

RESOLVE  DISCHARGING  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
TORKy  OF  CERTAIN  SUMS,  BY  THE  BOOKS  OF  WILLIAM  FOTE, 
ESQ;  DECEASED,  WHO  WAS  TREASURER  OF  THE  PROVINCE 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BAT,  SOME  YEARS  AGO,  AND  DIRECT- 
ING THE  TREASURER  IN  THIS  CASE. 

Whereas  from  certain  papers  said  to  be  extracts  from 
the  books  of  William  Foye,  Esq;  deceased,  who  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  more 
than  forty  years  ago,  a  former  General  Court  of  this 
Commonwealth  were  induced  to  suppose  that  there  still 
remained  due  from  several  towns  in  the  county  of  York, 
divers  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  Seventy 
pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  seven  pence  ;  and  whereas  it 
now  appears  to  this  Court,  that  executions  were  issued  by 
the  said  Treasurer  against  the  Constables  and  Collectors 
of  such  towns  for  the  sums  respectively  due,  which  were 
delivered  to  Joseph  Plaisted,  JEsq;  deceased,  then  Sheriff 
of  the  said  county,  and  from  receipts  and  indorsements  on 
said  executions,  and  a  settlement  made  in  the  year  1754, 
with  the  executors  of  the  last  will  of  the  said  Sheriff,  by  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  other  circumstances,  that  the  said  sums  supposed 
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to  be  due  as  aforesaid^  were  paid  by  the  said  Constables 
and  Collectors  to  the  said  Sheriffs  or  his  exeaUors : 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  several  towns  in  the  said 
county  who  stand  charged  any  sum  or  sums  by  the  books 
of  the  said  William  l^oye^  or  extracts  thereof,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  discharged  from  the  same,  and  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  govern  him- 
self accordingly.  July  1 , 1 785. 


Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  LEONARD  WILLIAMS,  IN  BE-  nTian  86 
HALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WALTHAMy  GRANTING  THE  PRAYER  ^'^Jf*  ^^ 
THEREOF. 

On  the  petition  of  Leonard  Williams,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Yf^althenn  J  praying  for  an  abatement  of  the  fine  in 
State  Tax  J  No.  ^jfor  the  year  1783,  for  not  sending  a 
Representative  for  the  year  1782,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  one  moiety  of  the  said  fine,  viz. :  Fifteen 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  be  abated,  and 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  discharge  the  said  town  of  Waltham, 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and 
nine  pence ^  in  part  of  said  State  Tax  No.  3. 

July  1,1785. 


Chapter  87. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  PLAN-  frkarh     87 
TATION  CALLED  LBWISTON,  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO  ASSESS  ^'^^F*    ^* 
THE  INHABITANTS  FOR  TH  E  SUM   OF  FORTY-TWO  POUNDS 
AND  DIRECTING  THE  COLLECTORS  TO  COLLECT  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Assessors  of  the  plantation  of  hew- 
iston,  praying  that  they  might  be  authorized  to  assess  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Lewiston,  the  sum  of  Forty-two  pounds, 
which  they  were  taoced  in  the  year  1784,  as  set  forth  in  said 
petition : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Assessors  of  the  planta- 
tion of  Lewiston  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
eippowered,  to  assess  the  inhabitants   of   the   aforesaid 
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Lewiston,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Forty-two  pounds,  and 
that  the  C!olIector  of  Taxes  of  that  place  be  empowered 
and  directed  to  collect  the  same,  as  thoogh  assessed  in 
the  year  1784.  July  i,  1785. 


Chapter  88. 

Chan  88  resolve  on  the  petition  of  benjamin  fisk  and  jotham 
^     -^*  Busir,  discharging  certain  real  estate  from  recog- 

nizances AND  executions. 

Whereas  Benjamin  Fisk,  among  other  things,  hath 
represented  to  this  Court,  that  he  recognized  in  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  pounds,  and  with  Jotham  Bush,  as  his  surely, 
in  another  recognizance  Jor  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds, 
each  conditioned  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  Benjamin 
at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  holden  at  Worcester,  a7id 
that  a  writ  of  scire  facias  issued  against  him,  and  another 
against  him  and  the  said  Jothtim,  in  favor  of  the  Cojnmon- 
wealth,  on  the  said  recognizance,  which  writs  were  return- 
able at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  holden  at  Worcester, 
on  the  Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last  Tuesday  in  April, 
A.D.  1784,  at  which  Court  the  said  Benjamin  and 
Jotham  appeared  to  defend  the  suits  so  commenced  against 
them;  but  by  reason  of  sickness  in  their  counsel,  the  pleas 
in  bar  were  not  filed  at  the  day  agreed  on,  whereby  judg- 
ment was  rendered  against  the  said  Benjamin  for  the  sum 
of  Two  hundred  pounds  and  costs,  and  against  the  said 
Benjamin  and  Jotham,  for  the  said  sums  of  One  hun- 
dred pounds  each,  and  costs,  and  executions  have  issued 
accordingly.  And  whereas  it  is  also  represented  that 
the  said  Benjamin,  after  recognizing  as  aforesaid,  sold 
his  real  estate  to  David  Patterson,  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, neither  the  said  Benjamin  or  David  then 
suspecting  the  samc'was  bound  by  said  recognizance;  and 
that  should  the  said  executions  be  levied  on  the  same 
real  estate,  the  said  Benjamin  is  now  unable  to  satisfy 
the  said  David  in  that  behalf,  or  to  indemnify  the  said 
Jotham : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  real  estate  sold  as 
aforesaid  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  discharged  of,  and 
from  the  recognizance  and  executions  aforesaid. 

JvXy  1,1785. 
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Chapter  89. 

hETTBRFROU  THOMAS  CARLBTOy,  QOYBRVOR  OF  NBW  BRUNS"  CkaV    89 
WICK,    AND    RESOLVE    REQUESTING    THE     GOVERNOR    TO  ^' 

TRANSMIT  SAID  LETTER  TO  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  STATE 
IN  CONGRESS,  TO  BE  COMMUNICATED. 

St.  Johrif  {New  Brunswick^) 
Sir,  June  21,  1785. 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  your  Excellency  to  the 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  has  been  transmitted  to 
His  Majeety's  Ministers^  respecting  the  boundary  between 
this  Province  and  the  State  q/"  Massachusetts  Bay,  I  have 
it  in  charge  to  inform  your  Excellency^  that  Ihe  Great 
St.  Croix,  called  Scoodiac,  by  the  Indians,  was  not  only 
considered  by  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  ew  the  River 
intended  and  agreed  upon  by  the  treaty  to  form  a  part  of 
that  boundary^  but  a  numerous  body  <rfthe  loyal  Refugees^ 
immediately  after  the  peace,  built  the  town  of  St.  Andrews, 
on  the  eastern  bank  thereof —  and  in  fact  it  is  the  only 
River  on  that  side  of  the  Province^  of  either  such  magni- 
tude or  extenty  as  could  have  led  to  the  idea  of  proposing 
it  as  a  limit  between  two  large  and  spacious  countries. 

In  making  this  communication  concerning  a  point  of 
great  public  importance^  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubts  Sir^ 
of  your  Eaxellency's  concurrence  with  me  in  contributing  to 
the  compleat  observance  of  the  treaty,  subsisting  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  q/"  America,  as  far  as 
may  in  any  instance  immediately  reject  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
I  hope  and  am  persuaded,  that  if  any  further  question 
on  this  subject  should  arise  between  us,  it  will  be  consid- 
ered on  both  sides  with  a  temper  and  attention  essential  for 
the  preservation  of  national  peace  and  harmony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 
Thomas  Carleton. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Hancock. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  (Jovenior  be  desired 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  letter  to  the  delegates 
of  this  State  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to 
he  United  States  va  Congress  assembled.     July  1, 1785, 
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Chapter  90. 

Char}   90  Resolve  on  his  excellency's  message  of  the  25™  june, 

^*  1785,  REQUESTING  HIM,  WITH  ADVICE  OF  COUNCIL,  TO  TAKE 

ORDER  RELATIVE  TO  THE  BLOCK  HOUSE  AT  MACHIAS, 

On  ihe  message  of  his  Excellency  the  Oovemor,  of  the 
25th  of  June  instant: 

Resolved  J  That  his  Excellency,  with  the  advice  of 
Council  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  give  such 
orders  respecting  the  block  house  at  MachiaSy  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln^  either  for  selling  or  otherwise  dispos- 
ing of  the  same,  as  shall  appear  to  be  most  for  the  security 
and  interest  of  this  Commonwealth.  July  1, 1785. 

Chapter  91. 

ChaV.    91  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  FRANCIS  SHIRTLIFF,  TO  NOTIFY 
-^'  ISAIAH  CUSHMAN  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Francis  Shirtliff,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  VXymioxi^  praying  for  a  new  trial  on  a  certain  action 
brought  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  by  one  Isaiah  Cush- 
man,  against  the  inhabitants  of  said  Plymton,  as  set  forth 
in  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  Isaiah 
Cushman^  that  he  appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has, 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition, 
and  this  Resolve  at  the  last  and  usual  place  of  his  abode, 
at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  said 
General  Court,  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean 
time.  Jvly  i,  1785. 

Chapter  92. 

Chan     92  RESOLVE  ON  THE   GOVERNOR'S   MESSAGE  RELATIVE   TO   THE 
^       "'  RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  IMLAT,  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR, 

WITH  ADVICE  OF  COUNCIL,  UPON  A  NEW  APPOINTMENT. 

Whereas  William  Imlay,  Esq;  has  resigned  the  office 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Commonwealth ^  against  the 
United  States  of  America ;  and  it  may  be  expected  that 
another  person  will  soon  be  appointed  to  succeed  him^  the 
approbation  of  whom  will  pertain  to  the  executive,  or  the 
Delegaies  of  the  Commonwealth  attending  in    Congress^ 
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which  business  may  most  conveniently  be  executed  by  tJie 
Oovemor,  with  advice  of  Council: 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  person  who  is  or  may  be 
appointed  to  succeed  the  said  William  Imlay^  Esq ;  in  the 
office  aforesaid,  may  be  approved  or  disapproved,  as  the 
case  may  require,  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with 
advice  of  Council,  and  not  otherwise.  July  i,  1786. 


Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ASA  NARRAMORE,  DIRECTING  Cha^     OQ 
THE  TREASURER  IN  THIS  CASE.  \Ji^U,JJ*    Unj 

On  the  petition  of  Asa  Narramore,  praying  for  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  in  the  army^  &c,  as  set  forth  in 
said  petition  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  give  security  to  the  said  Asa^ 
for  his  wages  as  a  private  soldier,  during  the  term  of  his 
captivity,  viz.  from  October  19,  A.D.  1780,  to  June  24, 
A.D.  1784,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  he  the  said  Asa 
had  been  in  actual  service  during  the  term  aforesaid,  which 
wages  amount  to  the  sum  of  Eighty-eight  pounds  five  shil- 
lings and  four  pence,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  United 
States.  July  1,1785. 

Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  LBMUBL  BURRELL,  TO  NOTIFY  CJian     04- 
THE   ADVERSE  |P ARTY.  Vy/WJf/.    J7* 

On  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Burrell,  representing  that  he 
had  lost  his  law  through  mistake;  that  he  applied  to  the 
Secretary's  office  for  the  copy  of  his  petition  preferred  in 
March  lasty  and  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  j  passed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March,  1785,  thereon^  which  was  mis- 
laid, and  praying  they  may  be  renewed  in  his  favour: 

^Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  David  Sanderson, 
the  adverse  party,  to  appear  and  shew  cause,  (if  any  he 
has)  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitiking  of  the 
General  Court,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be 
granted,  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of  this  petition  and 
order  thereon,  with  the  said  David,  fourteen  days  at 
least  before  the  said  second  Wednesday,  and  that  execu- 
tion be  stayed  in  the  mean  time,  July  1, 1785. 
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Chapter  95. 

Ghar>   95  absolve  pensioning  samubl  angibr  one   third   PAf  > 

-^*  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners y  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Angier,  a  soldier  in  CoL 
Brooks's  regiment^  in  Captain  Gardner's  company^  who 
was  wounded  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  by 
a  ball  entering  his  right  shoulder,  which  Jias  rendered  him 
very  unfit  for  business: 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  granted  to  the  said  Samuel 
Anger,  a  pension  of  one  third  pay,  from  JVovember  1776, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  or  of  Con- 
gress. July  1, 1785. 

Chapter  96. 

Chap.   96  RESOLVE    EMPOWERING    THE    JUSTICES    OF    THE    COURT    OF 
^  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE    PEACE    FOR   THE   COUNTY    OF 

WORCBSTBR,  TO  LEVY  A  TAX  ON  THE  INHABrTANTS 
AGREEABLE  TO  LAW. 

On  the  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  o/^  Worcester  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  levy  a  tax 
of  nine  hundred  pounds  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  county, 
in  manner  and  form,  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes,  as 
is  by  law  provided.  July  1, 1785. 

Chapter  97. 

ChaV    97  RESOLVE  GRANTING  SEVENTY  POUNDS  SEVENTEEN  SHILLINGS 
-^  *  AND  SIX    PENCE.    TO    JABEZ   HATCH,    ESQ;    LATE    DEPUTY- 

QUARTER-MASTER-GENERAL,  TO  PAY  TO  THE  SELECTMEN 
OF  WBSTFIBLD,  OUT  OF  THE  SECOND  MOIETY  OF  THE 
CONTINENTAL  TAX,  FOR  TEAMING  IN  1781,  OF  STORES  FOR 
THE  ARMY,  TO  BE  CHARGED  TO  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  the  Selectman  of  the  town  of  Westfield,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  from  his  late  Excellency  Governor 
Hancock,  in  the  year  1781,  supplied  the  Continental 
Quarter  Master  at  Springfield,  rcith  a  number  of  teams  for 
the  transportation  of  public  stores  to  Great  Barrington, 
which  service  they  performed y  and  it  appears  they  are 
greatly  distressed  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  their 
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just  demandy  amounting  to  the  sum  of  Seventy  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings  and  sixpence: 

Therefore  Resolved  j  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  second 
moiety  of  the  Continental  Tax,  to  Jabez  Hatchy  Esq ; 
late  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  the  sum  of  Seventy 
pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence,  to  be  by  him 
pnid  to  the  Selectmen  of  We><tfi€ldy  in  behalf  of  said  town, 
in  full  discharge  of  the  monies  due  to  them  for  a  number 
of  teams  furnished  the  Quarter  Master  at  Springjieldy  in 
the  year  1781,  for  the  transportation  of  public  stores  to 
Great  Harrington  for  the  Continental  Army,  —  and  that 
the  same  sum  be  charged  to  the  United  States^  in  part  of 
the  requisition  of  Congress,  which  said  second  moiety  is 
appropriated  to  discharge.  July  i,  1785, 


Chapter  98. 

RESOLVE    ON  THE   PETITION   OF    ISAAC   COJT,    IN    BEHALF  OF   (Jhaf)    98 
STEPIIES     SEXTON     AND    OTHERS,    GRANTING    TO     JABEZ  ^* 

HATCH,  LATE  DEPUTY  QUARTER  MASTER  GENERAL,  THE 
SUM  OF  FORTY-EIGHT  POUNDS  SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS,  OUT 
OF  THE  SEC^OND  MOIETY  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  TAX,  FOR 
TRANSPORTATION    OF    STORES    TO    THE    ARMY,    IN    1781. 

On  thei)etition  of  Isaac  Coit,  in  behalf  of  Stephen  Sex- 
ton, Moses  Noble,  Jonah  Stiles  and  Joseph  Campbell, 
praying  for  an  allowance  made  them  for  transporting  a 
quantity  of  doathing  from  the  town  of  Springfield  to 
Clavarack,  ow  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  second  moiety 
of  the  Continental  Tax,  to  Jabez  Hatch,  Esq ;  Deputy 
Quarter  Master  (Jeneral,  the  sum  of  Forty-eight  pounds 
sixteen  shillings,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  said  Isaac  Coit^ 
in  behalf  of  the  abovesaid  Stephen  Sexton,  Moses  Noble, 
Jonah  Stiles  and  Joseph  Campbell,  in  full  discharge  for 
their  transporting  the  above  said  cloathing  from  Spring^ 
field  to  Clavarack,  in  the  year  1781,  and  that  the  same 
sum  be  charged  to  the  United  States,  in  part  of  the  requi- 
sition of  Congress,  which  said  second  moiety  is  appropri- 
ated to  discharge.  July  1, 1785, 

Chapter  99. 

RESOLVE    MAKING    GRANTS    TO   THE    SECRETARY,  TREASURER  /^A/y„     QQ 
AND    COMMISSARY   GENERAL.  lyfiup. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq ; 
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Treasurer  and  Receiver  General,  the  sum  of  Four  hundred 
and  fifty-five  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  two  pence,  in 
full  for  his  services  as  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General, 
up  to  the  first  day  of  June  last  inclusive,  being  at  the  rate 
of  Four  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  -4very,  jun.  Esq ; 
Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Eighty-three 
pounds  six  shillings  and  sixpence,  which,  with  Fifty  pounds 
the  said  Secretary  has  received  in  fees  from  January  first, 
up  to  the  first  of  June  last,  is  in  full  for  his  services 
as  Secretary  aforesaid,  to  the  first  of  June  last;  and 
is  at  the  rate  of  Three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  per 
annum. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Richard  Devens^  Esq  ; 
Commissary  General  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  for  his  services  from  June 
first,  1782,  to  June  first,  1783  ;  and  the  sum  of  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  for  his  services  from  June  first, 
1783,  to  June  first,  1784,  and  the  further  sum  of  Two  hun- 
dred pounds,  in  full  to  June  first,  1785,  for  his  ser\Mces 
as  Commissary  General  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Jxdyl,  1785. 


Chap.lOO 


Chapter  lOO. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  BARRE,  TO  NOTIFY  JOSEPH  BLACK,  TO  SHEW 
CAUSE,    &c. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Barre, 
praying  that  execution  in  favor  of  Joseph  Black  should  be 
stayed: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  notify  the  said  Joseph 
Black,  or  his  attorney,  to  shew  cause,  (if  any  he  has)  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be 
granted,  by  serving  the  said  Joseph  Black  or  his  attorney, 
with  an  attested  copy  of  their  petition,  and  this  order 
thereon,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  said  second  Thursday 
of  the  next  session,  and  that  the  execution  of  the  said 
Black  against  the  said  town  of  Barre,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  stayed.  July  i,  1785. 
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Chapter  101. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OP    BRASTUS     SERGEANT    AND  QJiaji  |01 
OTHERS,   FROM   THE  SEVERAL   TOWNS  IN  THE    COUNTY    OF  ^* 

BERKSHIRE,  REMITTING  AND  DISCHARGING  FROM  ALL 
PENALTIES  INCURRED  BY  BREACH  OF  ANY  LAWS,  FOR 
PREVENTING  THE  SPREADING  THE   SMALL   POX. 

On  the  petition  of  Erastus  Sergeant,  John  Paterson, 
and  others^  Representatives  from  the  several  towns  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  setting  forth ^  that  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  several  toxons  in  said  county^  had  innoc- 
ulated  the^nselves  and  families  for  the  small  poXy  for  fear 
of  receiving  that  infectious  disease  in  the  natural  way^ 
from  some  persons  that  brought  the  same  into  the  several 
towns  in  said  county ^  and  the  above  inhabitants  receiving 
the  i^mall  pox  by  innoculation,  being  contrary  to  law,  have 
rendered  themselves  liable  to  fines  and  penalties^  without 
some  relief  from  this  Court: 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  all  and  every  person,  being 
inhabitants  of  either  of  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire,  that  have  received  the  small  pox,  either  in  the 
natural  way,  or  by  innoculation,  in  any  of  the  towns 
aforesaid,  at  any  time  between  the  first  day  of  November , 
A.D.  1784,  and  the  tenth  day  oi  June,  1785,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  remitted  and  discharged  from  all  penalties 
incurred  by  breach  of  any  of  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, for  preventing  the  spreading  of  the  small  pox,  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  all  and  every  of  the  above 
described  inhabitants,  against  whom  any  actions  or  pre- 
sentments shall  have  taken  i)lace  before  the  passing  of  this 
resolve,  are,  and  they  shall  be  holden  to  the  payment  of 
all  legal  charges  that  may  have  arisen  in  consequence  of 
said  actions  or  presentments,  any  thing  in  this  resolve  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  July  i,  1785. 


Chapter  102. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF   JOSEPH   ROOT,    IN    BEHALF  nj^fjj^  inO 
OF   HEZEKIAH   ROOT,   AUTHORIZING   THE    INHABITANTS   OP  ^'^^F*^^^ 
BELCHERTOWN,    TO    CHOOSE    A    PERSON    TO    COLLECT    THE 
RATE   BILLS    MENTIONED,   AND    EMPOWERING  THE    ASSESS- 
ORS IN  THIS  CASE. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this   Court,  by  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Koot,  in  teAa?/"  o/"  Hezekiah  Root,  ywn.  o/"  Belcher- 


680  1785.  — May  Session. 

town,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  that  he  the  said  Heze- 
kiah  was  chosen  Constable  for  said  towiiy  in  the  year  1782, 
and  had  sundry  rate  bills  committed  to  him  to  collect^  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  Five  hundred  pounds^  payable  to  the. 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth^  and  that  in  the  year 
1784,  the  said  Treasurer  issued  his  execution  against  tJte 
said  Hezekiah,  who  thereupon  was  committed  to  the  goal  in 
Northampton,  in  said  county  : 

And  it  further  appearing^  That  there  now  remains  due 
to  this  Commonwealth  more  than  Three  hundred  pounds, 
uncollected  by  the  said  Hezekiah  on  the  said  mte  bills, 
for  the  Continental  Taxes  of  No.  1,  and  No.  2  ;  and  that 
the  Selectmen  of  said  Belchertoicn  have  now  in  their 
possession  the  said  rate  bills  delivered  to  them  by  the  said 
Hezekiahy  since  his  commitment  to  said  goal ;  but  the  said 
town  are  not  authorized  by  law  to  choose  another  Collec- 
tor, to  compleat  the  collection  on  said  bills,  and  the  inter- 
position of  this  Court  appearing  to  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Belchertown  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered, at  a  legal  town  meeting  to  be  called  for  that 
purpose,  to  choose  some  suitable  person  to  compleat  the 
collection  of  said  rate  bills,  (he  being  first  sworn  as  other 
Collectors  are  by  law)  and  to  account  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  the  said  Hezekiah  was  by  law  obliged  to  do. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved ,  That  the  Collector  which 
may  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  collect  all  town  and  county  rates,  which  remain 
uncollected  by  the  said  Hezekiah. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved ,  That  the  Assessors  of  the  said 
town  of  Belchertown  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  grant  to  said  Collector,  who  may  be 
chosen  as  aforesaid,  such  warrant  or  warrants  as  may 
forward  said  collection,  as  by  law  they  are  enabled  to 
grant  in  other  cases,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. July  1 , 1 785. 

Chapter  103. 

CAa».103  RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER   TO   OBTAIN   PAYMENT 
^^  OF  CERTAIN   BONDS  AND  NOTES  IN   HIS  HANDS. 

The  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  having  represented 
to  this  Court,  that  there  are  several  bonds  and  notes  due 
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from  sundry  persons  to  the  Commonwealth  ^  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  Four  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  pounds 
two  shillings : 

Therefore  Resolved y  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  call  upon  the  several  persons  from 
whom  the  above  said  sums  are  due,  that  they  pay  the 
same  into  the  Treasurer's  oflSce  without  delay,  except  such 
as  may  have  demands  against  the  Commonwealth,  (other 
than  public  securities)  to  the  amount  of  their  obligations, 
and  if  they  do  not  pay  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  November  next,  then  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed 
to  put  their  several  obligations  in  suit,  without  any  fur- 
ther delay.  July  1, 1785. 


Chapter  104. 

RESOLVE    ON    TREASURER'S    ACCOUNT    FOR    THE    COUNTY    OF  (JhaV  104 
WORCESTER,  ^* 

WJiereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  they  are  right 
cast  and  well  vouched^  that  all  the  monies  granted  and 
allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  said  county  ^  were  for  such  purposes  and  appropriations 
as  by  law  the  said  Court  were  allowed  to  grant: 

Therefore  Resolved ^  That  the  said  accounts  be  accepted 
and  allowed.  .      Jvly  i,  1785. 


Chapter  105. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF   ELIJAH   REED,  FOR   STAYING  ChaV^O^ 
AN  EXECUTION.  -^' 

On  the  petition  of  Elijah  Reed,  representing  that  he 
had  purchased  a  quantity  of  land  of  the  Committee  for 
the  sale  of  Confiscated  Estates  in  the  county  of  Bristol, 
thai  he  had  not  been  able  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
of  the  said  purchase^  by  reason  of  the  Government's 
not  paying  him,  for  which  he  had  been  sued^  judgment 
recovered  and  execution  issued  against  him,  and  praying 
relief: 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  in  favour  of  this  Common- 
wealth, against  the  said  Elijah  Reedy  be  stayed  until  nine 
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months,  and  that  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  Confiscated 
Estates  in  the  county  of  Bristol  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  105a. 

Ch.  105a  resolve  on  the  petition  of  JONATHAN  DAT  IN  BEHALF  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  DUDLEY  EMPOWERED  TO  REMOVE  SAID 
PAUPERS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Day  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Dudley,  praying  that  the  said  Town  of  Dudley  may  be 
allowed  to  remove  the  widow  Phebe  Manning  and  four  of 
her  children,  paupers  of  the  Town  of  Charlestown,  to  the 
Town  of  Waltham. 

Resolved,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 
and  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dudley  be 
impower'd  to  remove  said  Paupers  to  the  Town  of  Wai" 
tham  and  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Waltham  be 
directed  to  provide  what  is  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  said  Paupers  agreeable  to  the  several  Resolves  of 
this  Court  for  the  purpose.  July  i,  1785. 


Chapter  106. 

ChaV  106  RESOLVE  appointing  JAMES  BANCROFT,  ESQ;  A  COMMITTEE 
-^*  TO  PROCURE  THE  PAY  ROLLS  FOR  THE  NINE  MONTHS  MEN 

RAISED  IN   1779,  AND    AUTHORIZING    HIM    TO    OBTAIN    THE 
SAME  ON  THE  BEST  TERMS  HE  CAN. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  June  8,  1779,  2hvo  thousand 
me7i  were  ordered  to  be  raised  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
ai^ny,  to  serve  nine  months  after  they  appeared  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous;  and  whereas  many  of  said  men 
have  not  received  pay  for  said  f^ervice^  nor  any  pay 
roll  made  up,  whereby  the  sums  due  to  said  men  can  be 
known  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  James  Bancroft,  Esq ;  be  a 
Committee  to  procure  the  pay  rolls  for  the  Nine  Months 
men  raised  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  said  Committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  obtain 
said  pay  rolls  on  the  best  terms  he  can,  and  lay  his 
account  for  trouble  and  expence  before  this  Court  for 
allowance  and  payment.  JtUy  I,  1785. 
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Chapter  106a. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SELECTMEN  OF  TOWN  OF  WEST-  (J^     106A 
BOROUGH  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO  REMOVE  ROBART  SCOTT 
AND  FAMILY  HANNAH  STONE  TO  SOME  TOWN  IN  WORCESTER 
COUNTY. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Toton  of 
Westborough,  praying  that  they  may  be  relieved  from 
providing  for  and  taking  care  of  a  number  of  the 
Poor  of  Charlestown,  now  in  said  Town  of  West- 
borough. 

jResolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Selectmen,  of  the  said  Town  of  West^ 
borough  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  remove  from  the  said  Town  of  Westborough y  Robart 
Scott  and  his  wife  and  two  children,  Hannah  Stone  and 
Elizabeth  Mallet^  to  some  other  Town  in  the  County  of 
Worcester,  if  any  there  be  that  are  willing  to  receive  them  ; 
and  if  there  be  no  Town  that  are  willing  to  receive  them 
(the  said  poor  persons)  in  that  case  the  said  Selectmen 
(of  Westborough)  are  directed,  and  empowered  to  trans- 
port, or  remove,  the  said  poor  persons,  to  the  Town  of 
Charlestown,  and  to  deliver  them,  to  the  Selectmen  of 
said  Town,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  them,  and 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town,  or  Towns,  to  whom  they 
(the  said  poor  persons)  shall  be  sent,  and  delivered,  or 
that  shall  receive  them,  are  directed  to  take  care  of  and 
provide  for  them,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  General  Court,  for 
the  support  of  the  Poor  of  Charlestown,  and  lay  their 
accounts  before  the  Committee  on  accounts  for  examina- 
tion, allowance  and  payment.  Julyl,  1785. 


Chapter  107. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION   OF  JOSEPH  ASHLEY  AND    MART  rrLfj^^(\rT 
LEONARD,  ADMINISTRATORS  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  COL.  DAVID  ^^^^P'^^* 
LEONARD,    EMPOWERING   THE    JUDGE  OF  PROBATE    IN   THE 
COUNTY  OF    HAMPSHIRE,  TO    GRANT    A   LONGER   TIME    FOR 
CREDITORS  TO  BRING  IN  THEIR  CLAIMS. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Ashley  and  Mary  Leonard, 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  Col,  David  Leonard, 
deceased,  and  q/*  John  Worthington,  Esq;  praying  that 
the  Judge  of  Probate  for  (he  county  of  Hampshire,  may  be 
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authorized  and  enipotcered  to  allow  a  longer  time  to  the 
creditors  of  said  estate  to  bring  in  their  claims,  and  to 
make  a  new  apportionment  of  said  estate,  according  to  the 
second  sale  of  said  real  estate: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered 
to  grant  a  longer  time  to  the  creditors  of  said  estate,  to 
bring  in  their  claims  and  prove  their  debts,  and  upon  the 
second  sale  of  said  real  estate,  to  make  another  appor- 
tionment of  said  estate,  to  and  among  the  creditors 
thereof,  a  former  apportionment  by  him  made  thereon 
notwithstanding,  and  that  all  suits  against  the  said  admin- 
istrators, for  debts  due  from  the  f-aid  estate,  be  stayed  in 
the  mean  time.  July  2, 1785. 


Chapter  107a. 

Ch     107a  resolve  on  the    petition    of   JOHN   TAYLOR   AND   OTHERS 
Vja.    XVI  A  ASSESSORS  OF  SHELBURSE. 

On  the  Petition  o/"  John  Taylor,  Moses  Hawks  <£•  Robert 
Wilson  —  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  a  Tax  of  one  penny 
p^  Acre  yearly  for  three  Years  successively  on  all  the 
unimproved  Lands  in  the  Town  of  Shelbume  pursuant  to 
an  Act  made  A.  D  1772  setting  forth  that  in  said  Act  it 
is  required  that  the  sale  of  so  much  of  the  delinquent  Pro- 
prietors Lands  as  shall  be  necessary  to  satisfy  such  Taxes 
and  other  intervening  Charges  shall  be  advertised  in  two 
of  the  Boston  Netvs  Papers  —  viz,  the  Boston  Gazette  & 
Country  Journal  —  and  the  Massachusetts  Gazette  and 
Boston  Weekly  Intelligencer — and  praying  that  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  their  Petition  they  may  have  leave  to  advertise 
the  sale  of  such  delinquent  Proprietors  Lands  in  the 
Springfield  Newspapers  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  & 
that  the  Assessors  &  Collectors  aforesaid  have  leave  in 
future  to  advertise  such  sale  as  aforesaid  in  the  Spring- 
field Newspapers  only,  which  advertisements  being  made 
in  the  Newspaper  last  mentioned  shall  have  the  same 
force,  effect  &  Validity  which  like  advertisements  would 
have  if  published  in  the  Newspapers  mentioned  in  said 
Act  anything  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

July  2, 1785. 
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Chapter  108. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE   PETITION  OF   ISAAC  JONES,  IN  BEHALF  OF  H^f}  108 
HIMSELF,  AND  OTHER  MANAGERS  OF  WATERTOWN  (GREAT-  -^^ 

BRIDGE)  LOTTERY,  PROLONGING  THE  TIME  TO  1787. 

Whereas  the  managers  of  the  Watertown  Bridge  Lot' 
tery^  have  petitioned  that  the  tim^  limited  by  law  for  the 
widening  and  repairing  the  said  bridge  may  be  prolonged ^ 
and  as  the  compleating  that  business  within  that  time  was 
impracticable: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved^  That  the  time  for  compleating 
the  widening  and  repairing  the  said  bridge  by  said  man- 
agers be,  and  it  hereby  is  prolonged  to  the  first  day  of 
July^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  any  thing  in  the  act  passed  June 
the  twenty-second,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  penalty  of  the 
bond  given  by  said  managers  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  shall  not  be  forfeited  by  reason  that  the 
widening  and  repairing  said  bridge  is  not  compleated  by 
the  said  first  day  o{  July,  A.  D.  1785,  provided  the  same 
shall  be  compleated  by  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  as  aforesaid.  July  2,  1785, 

Chapter  109. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION    OF    EBENEZER    HARRINGTON^  Chan  109 
DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER   TO  RENEW  THE  NOTES  MEN-  ^'«'**/'*^^ 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Harrington,  setting  forth 
that  he  was  possessed  of  a  consolidated  State  note  of  nine 
pounds,  No.  17656,  which  note  was  burnt  the  first  day  of 
October,  1783 : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  renew  the  said  note  for  the 
sum  of  Nine  pounds,  to  the  said  Ebenezer  Harrington; 
and  the  Treasurer  is  further  directed  to  require  a  good 
and  suflScient  bond  of  the  said  Harrington,  previous  to  his 
renewing  the  said  note  as  aforesaid,  to  indemnify  the 
Commonwealth  against  any  demand  that  may  arise  from 
any  person  or  persons,  by  virtue  of  the  note  destroyed  as 
aforesaid.  Jvly  2,  1786. 
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Chapter  HO. 

ChaV.llO  RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE   JUDGE   OP   PROBATB   TO    CALL  ON 
-^^  AGENTS  ON  ABSENTEES  ESTATES. 

WTiereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  accounts  of  agents  on 
the  estates  of  absentees^  should  be  brought  to  a  final  conclu- 
sion as  soon  as  may  be: 

Resolved^  That  the  several  Judges  of  Probate  in  this 
Commonwealth,  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  put  in  suit  or  cause  to  be  put  in 
suit,  all  the  bonds  of  Agents  on  the  Estates  of  Absentees  in 
their  respective  oflSces,  who  shall  not,  on  or  before  the 
said  first  day  of  December^  have  finally  closed  their 
respective  accounts. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate, 
shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  give  notice  to  the  said  Agents  in 
their  respective  counties,  their  Executors,  Administrators, 
or  sureties,  of  this  Resolve. 

Provided  always  hoioever^  That  nothing  in  this  Resolve 
shall  extend  to  any  agent,  who  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge  of  Probate,  to  whom  he  is  accountable,  has  not 
been  guilty  of  neglect. 

•  And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  respective  Judges 
of  Probate,  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  said  first 
day  of  December  J  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  names  of  the  several  Agents  aforesaid, 
whose  accounts  shall  then  remain  unsettled,  and  whose 
bonds  shall  not  have  been  put  in  suit,  and  the  causes  of 
delaying  the  same.  July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  111. 

ChaTy  111  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  williau  whiting,  directing 

-^  PAY  FOR  HIS  attendance  AS  A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

Whereas  William  Whiting,  Esq;  attended  the  House 
of  Representatives^  from  the  2%th  of  August,  to  the  lith 
of  September,  {both  days  included)  in  the  year  1776,  as 
Representative  from  Great  Barrington,  but  by  mistake  was 
not  made  up  in  the  pay  roily  nor  hath  since  received  any 
allowance  therefor: 

Ordered^  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  said  William 
Whiting^  in  the  pay  roll  of  the  present  session,  for  his 
travel  to,  and  attendance  in  the  said  House  of  Represent- 
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atives,  the  sum  of  Nine  pounds,  being  at  the  rate  of  five 
shillings  by  the  day,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  said 
Oreat  Barrington^  in  the  next  State  Tax.     Jvly  2, 1785. 

Chapter  112. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  LUSK,  IN  BEHALF  OF  QkaD  112 
THE   TOWN  OF  RICHMOND,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ^* 

CREDIT  SAID  TOWN,  WITH  SIXTY-EIGHT  POUNDS  EIGHTEEN 
SHILUNGS  AND  EIGHT  PENCE. 

On  (he  petition  of  William  Lusk,  in  Jtehalf  of  the  town 
q/*  Richmond,  representing  that  the  said  town  was  fined  in 
May  Tax  J 1781,  ^r  a  deficiency  ^  of  six  men  to  serve  for  the 
term  of  three  months^  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Courts  dated  June  22,  1780 ;  and  whereas  it  appears  to 
this  Courts  by  the  Muster  Masters  certificates^  that  the 
said  town  of  Richmond,  did  raise  five  of  the  said  men^ 
within  the  time  limited  by  said  resolve^  and  by  the  certifi- 
cate of  Capt.  William  Ford,  t/iat  four  of  them  did  serve 
agreeably  to  said  resolve: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  credit  the 
town  of  Richmond^  Sixty-eight  pounds  eighteen  shillings 
and  eight  pence,  on  the  tax  for  1783,  that  being  the  amount 
of  the  average  price  and  fines  for  four  men. 

July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  113. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF  RICHARD  CRANCH,  ESQ;  AND  CAflD  113 
OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  FOR    SELLING    ABSENTEES  ESTATES  ^      ^' 
IN   THE   COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO  DISCHARGE  THE  EXECUTION  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  the  Committeefor  Sale  of  Confiscated  Estates  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  sold  a  certain  confiscated  estate  in 
said  county^  belonging  to  Edward  Foster,  an  absentee,  and 
warranted  the  samCj  in  behalf  of  this  Commomcealthj  to 
one  Levi  Lane,  who  purchased  the  said  estate  at  public 
auction;  the  nett  proceeds  whereof  {being  Four  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pounds  J  and  eighteen  shillings)  the  said 
Committee  paid  into  the  public  treasury  in  June,  1782,  as 
appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  committee  j  who  settled  the 
said  account.  And  whereas  it  afterwards  appeared,  that 
the  said  estate  was  under  mortgage  to  the  Hon.  John 
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Erving,  JSsq;  who  brought  an  action  of  ejectment  against 
the  tenant^  Levi  Lane,  the  purchaser  aforesaid^  and 
recovered  judgment  of  possession  against  the  said  Levi 
Lane,  unless  he  pay  the  said  Erving,  the  sum  ofVour  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  j}ounds  ten  shillings  and  tvx)jpencey 
being  the  present  debt  and  costSj  which  sum  the  Committee 
aforesaid^  by  virtue  of  their  warrantee  to  said  Lane,  are 
now  liable  to  pay^  or  have  their  ovm  lands  taken  in  execu- 
tion for  the  same :  Therefore^ 

Besolvedj  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  discharge  the  said  execution, 
by  paying  the  said  sum  to  the  said  Levi  Lane. 

July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  114. 

Chan  114  resolve    making    ai9    allowance   to  the   president, 
-^'  speaker  and  clerks. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  8am\iel 
PhillipSy  jun.  Esq ;  President  of  the  Senate,  the  sum  of 
six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day*s  attendance  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Court;  to  the  Hon.  Ifathaniel 
Gar  ham,  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's  attendance 
on  the  General  Court,  over  and  above  their  respective 
pay  as  members  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Mr.  George  Richards  Minot,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  also  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  Clerk  of  the 
Hon.  Senate,  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds,  each,  in  part  for 
their  services  the  present  year.  Jvly  2, 1785. 

Chapter  115. 

Chan  115  RESOLVE  on  ihs  excellency's  message  of  the  20th  op 

^*  JUNE,  1786,  REQUESTING  HIS  EXCELLENCY   TO    CARRY  THE 

RESOLVE  OP  CONGRESS  OP  NOVEMBER,  1783,  AS  HE  MAY 
JODGE  BEST,  INTO  EXECUTION,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  AGENTS 
TO  EXHIBIT  THEIR  ACCOUNTS,  BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  CONGRESS 
OF  MAT,  1785. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  third  o/*  Novem- 
ber, 1783,  it  is  Resolved,  That  the  Regimental  Agents^ 
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(belonging  to  this  Commonwealth)  shall  deliver  the  certifi- 
cates/or the  an*ears  of  pay  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  this  Staie^s  line  of  the  American  army^  to  the  said  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  or  deposit  them  for  their  benefit y  as  the 
Supreme  JExecutive  of  this  State  shall  order  and  direct: 

Besolvedy  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  take  such  order 
thereon,  as  he  may  judge  best  to  carry  said  resolve  into 
execution. 

And  whereas,  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  twenty* 
seventh  ofMsLy,  1785,  this  Court  is  requested  to  make  rea- 
sonable allowances  to  the  aforesaid  agents,  for  their  time 
and  expence  in  delivering  the  certificates  aforesaid: 

Resolved,  That  said  agents  exhibit  their  accounts  to  the 
General  Court,  for  allowance  and  payment,  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  United  States.  '  July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  116. 

RBSOLVE     ON    THE     PETITION    OF    THE    HON.    OEOROB   PAR-  Chap.WQ 
TRIDOB,     ESQ;      GRANTING     HIM     TWENTY-TWO     POUNDS  -^* 

FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS,  IN    FULL   DISCHARGE  FOR  HIS  EXPEN- 
DITURES AT  CONGRESS,  TO  THE   15th   OF  MARCH,    1785. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  George  Partridge,  Esq; 
praying  for  (he  adjustment  of  his  account  as  member  of 
Congress: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Oeorge  Partridge,  Esq ;  in 
addition  to  the  warrants  of  Two  hundred  pounds  already 
received,  the  sum  of  Twenty-two  pounds,  fifteen  shillings, 
in  full  discharge  of  his  expenditures  and  attendance  as  a 
Delegate  for  this  Commonwealth  at  Congress,  from  the 
first  day  of  November,  1784,  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  March, 
1785,  inclusive.  Jvly  2,  1785. 

Chapter  117, 

RESOLVE  ON    THE    PETITION    OF   JOSEPH    SMITH,    IN    BEHALF  QhaV  111 
OF  HASNAH  OLDS,  ALLOWING  NOTES  OUT  OF  THE  TREAS-  -^' 

URY   BEARING  DATE   FIRST  OF  JANUARY,  1782. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Smith,  in  behalf  of  Hannah 
Olds,  administratrix  on  the  estate  of  Jonathan  Olds,  late 
of  Belchei-town,  deceased: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  aforesaid  Hannah 
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Oldsy  in  notes,  bearing  date  the  firat  day  of  January ^  1782, 
the  sum  of  Twenty-three  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  ten 
pence,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition. 

Jydy  2, 1785. 

Chapter  118. 

Chav  118  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  wiluam  shbpard,  in  behalf 

^'  OF  THE  inhabitants  OF  THE  TOWN  OF    WBSTFIBLD,  FOR 

STAYING  ALL  LEGAL  PROCESS,  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PREM- 
ISES, TILL  THE  NEXT  SESSION  OF   THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

071  the  petition  of  William  Shepard,  in  behalf  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Westfield,  setting  forth  ^  that  a 
fine  is  demanded  of  said  town  for  their  deficiency  of  one 
man  of  the  number  which  they  were  required  to  raise  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army^  in  the  year  of  our  Lordj 
1782,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  freed  from  a  liability 
to  pay  said  fine^  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition: 

Hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  all  legal  process  and  proceedings  on 
account  of  the  premises,  be  stayed  till  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Couil;,  and  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  matters  contained  in  said  peti- 
tion, be  referred  to  the  same  Wednesday. 

July  2, 1765. 


Chap.U9 


Chapter  119. 

letter  to  the  delegates  of  this  commonwealth  in 
congress,  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts  of  this  state,  &o.  &c. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen, 

The  diminution  of  our  public  debt,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  public  credit,  are  considei-ed  by  this  Court,  as 
objects  of  the  highest  importance ;  it  therefore  gives  no 
small  anxiety  to  this  Legislature,  to  find  that  some  States 
in  the  Union  have  paid  no  part  of  the  last  requisition  of 
Congress,  and  that  others  have  applied  the  monies  raised 
for  the  use  of  Congress,  to  the  payment  of  the  particular 
demands  of  their  own  citizens  against  the  United  States. 

This  Legislature  conceives  it  necessary,  that  some 
measure  should  be  speedily  adopted  for  obtaining  from 
the  several  States  tlieir  just  proportion  of  the  general 
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expence :  —  You   are  therefore   instructed   to  use  your 
influence  in  Congress  for  that  purpose ;  and  also  in  every 
instance  to  remonstrate  where  monies  raised  for  the  use 
of  Congress  have  been  by  any  State  specially  applied  to 
the  payment  of  their  own  citizens,  for  demands  against 
the  United  States.     No  endeavors  on  your  side,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, will  be  wanting,  that  frugality  and  economy  be 
adopted  and  invariably  adhered  to  in  the  several  depart- 
ments  of  the  federal  government;  and  that  the  public 
expences  be.  as  much  as  possible  lessened,  and  the  most 
effectual  measures  taken  for  satisfying  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States:  It  is  not  only  the  wish  of  the  Legislature, 
that  no  more  money  be  borrowed  by  the   United  States; 
but  it  is  their  instruction,  that  you  do  not  give  your 
assent  thereto,  unless  on  some  pressing  and  urgent  occa- 
sion, and  not  then,  except  the  necessity  appears  in  a 
degree   inevitable. '  It  has  been  the  expectation  of  this 
Court,  that  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  against 
the  United  States^  would  by  this  time  have  been  passed 
upon  and  closed ;  but  to  our  great  disappointment,  the 
settlement  has  not  as  yet  extended  to  1776  :  the  Committee 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  have  ever  been  ready ;  this  Com- 
mittee have  been  continued  at  a  very  great  expence.     The 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  United  States^  is  become  a  griev- 
ance, and  justice  to  our  constituents,  obliges  us  to  com- 
plain :  — The  mode  pursued  by  the  late  Commissioner,  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  and  as  directed  by  the  late 
Financier,  if  strictly  adhered  to,  will  not,  we  apprehend, 
accomplish  the  purpose  wished  for,   in  a  term  less  than 
twenty  or  thirty  years ;  you  will  therefore  move  in  Con- 
gress, that  the  Commissioner  that  may  be  appointed  for 
this  State,  be  directed  to  attend  in  Boston^  and  apply  him- 
self to  the  business  of  settling  the  accounts  of  this  State, 
with  the    United  States,  until  he  has  accomplished  the 
same.     And  that  you  may  more  fully  comprehend  the 
sense  of  this  Court,  upon  the  mode  of  settling  the  accounts, 
you  are  referred  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Committee  for 
stating  and  methodizing  the  public  accounts,  now  enclosed. 
In  raising  the  detachments  of  the  militia,  to  be  employed 
as  guards  for  the  western  service,  your  endeavours  to  guard 
against  the  first  tendencies   towards  the  keeping  up  a 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  have  deservedly  obtained 
the  approbation  of  this  Court ; — this  State  will  not  however 
in  any  future  detachment  for  that  purpose,  decline  furnish- 
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ing  its  quota  of  militia,  it  being  upon  the  whole  conceived 
to  be  eligible. 

In  Senate,  July  2,  1785.  Read  and  accepted,  and 
thereupon  Ordered^  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested,  in  behalf  of  the  General  Court,  to  sign  and 
transmit  the  foregoing  letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Com- 
monwealth in  Congress. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Read  and  concurred.  July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  120. 

Chav\20  RESOLVE  on  the  PEXmON  of   WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  ALLOW- 
^'  ING  HIM  FOUR  POUNDS  TWELVE  SHILLINGS. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Williams,  Esq;  praying  for 
the  payment  of  his  account,  in  perforTnance  of  services  by 
order  of  the  General  Court,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  passed 
January,  1773  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  said  William  Wil- 
Hams,  Esq ;  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  sum  of  Four  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  an  halfpenny, 
in  full  satisfaction  of  his  said  demand.         July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  121. 

ChaV  121  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOHN  BURGHARDT,TViETmKD, 
^'  of   great  BARRISGTOy,  EMPOWERING  HIM  TO  MAKE  ANY 

PLEA  OF  DEFENCE,  WHICH  HE   MIGHT   ORIGINALLY    HAVE 
MADE  IN  THE  ACTION  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Burghardt,  the  third,  of  Great 
Barrington,  in  the  county  of  Berkshhe,  praying  that  the 
default  in  an  action  of  trespass  now  depending  in  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the  said  county,  in  which 
Amos  Mansfield,  John  Crocker  and  John  Rhodes,  were 
original  plaintiffs,  and  the  said  Burghardt  defendant,  may 
be  taken  off,  and  that  the  said  Burghardt  may  have  day  in 
Court,  noitvithstanding  the  said  default: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  John  Burghardt,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  make  any  plea  and  defence, 
which  he  might  originally  have  made  in  the  said  action, 
the  said  John  Burghardt  paying  to  the  said  Mansfield  and 
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others,  as  abovementioned,  such  costs  as  have  hitherto 
arisen  in  the  said  action,  and  should  judgment  finally  be 
recovered  by  said  Burghardiy  no  cost  shall  be  taxed  for 
him  previous  to  this  time.  Jidy  2, 1785. 

Chapter  122. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  FORTY  POUNDS,  TO  MR.  WILLIAM  BAKER*  CkaV  122 
MESSENGER  TO  THE   GENERAL   COURT,    FOR   SERVICES   TO  -^' 

THE  25th  OF  AUGUST  NEXT. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Baker,  Messenger  to  the 
General  Court  y  praying  allowance  for  three  months  service y 
ending  the  25th  day  of  August  next: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  the  said 
William  Baker,  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds,  in  full  for  his 
services  as  Messenger  to  the  General  Court,  for  three 
months,  ending  the  twenty-fifth  day  o(  August  next. 

July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  124.* 

RESOLVE  ON  HIS  EXCELLENCY'S  MESSAGE  OF  THE  28th  JUI^B  ChavA.24: 
LAST,  RELATIVE  TO  SAMUEL  STEARNS^  A  REFUGEE,  CONFINED  ^' 

IN  WORCESTER  GOAL,  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO 
WRITE  TO  THE  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS,  UPON  THE 
SUBJECT. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  desired 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  Delegates  representing  this  Com- 
monwealth in  Congress,  to  be  communicated  to  Congress, 
and  informing  them  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Legisla- 
ture, that  if  all  the  facts  in  the  petition  of  Samuel  Steaims 
were  true,  they  can  see  no  cause  to  pay  any  attention  to 
the  case,  for  by  his  own  representation  he  is  now  confined 
in  goal  on  a  judgment  recovered  against  him,  in  favour  of 
this  Commonwealth,  long  before  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 
for  a  debt  actually  due,  and  so  is  totally  out  of  the  pro- 
vision of  any  article  of  said  Treaty  ;  but  on  examination  of 
the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  said  Stearns's  representation 
is  entirely  o^roundless,  and  that  the  crime  with  which  he 
was  charged,  and  for  which  he  was  recognized  to  answer, 
and  from  meeting  which  he  withdrew  himself,  was  the 
infamous  crime  of  fraud,  in  knowingly  passing  counterfeit 
money.  July  2, 1785. 

*  No  chapter  nambered  123  In  SeMion  Pamphlet. 
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Chapter  125. 

Char)  126  resolve  on  the  representation  of  jonas  temple,  of 

^  '  SHREWSBURY. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonas  Temple,  agent  on  the  estate 
of  William  Crawford,  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  an  absentee: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said 
Jo7ias  Temple,  agent  as  aforesaid,  in  his  account  of  agency 
on  the  estate  of  the  said  William  Crawford,  with  the  sum 
of  Eight  pounds ;  that  sum  being  the  balance  for  which 
the  said  agent  remains  accountable  to  the  said  Judge,  and 
from  which  it  appears  that  he  ought  to  be  discharged,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  said  petition,  and  the  papers 
accompanying  the  same.  July  2, 1785. 

Chapter  126. 

Chap.\2Q  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOEN  NICHOLS,  IN  BEHALF  OF 
^  THE    TOWN    OF    WASHINGTON,  DIRECTING  NO    PROCESS    TO 

ISSUE    AGAINST   THE    SAID    TOWN   FOR  RATES  AND  TAXES 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Nichols,  in  behalf  of  the  toivn 
of  Washington,  touching  an  execution  against  Haven 
Shearman,  and  certain  taxes  collected  by  him  the  said 
Haven, /or  which  the  said  town  must  be  finally  answerable: 

Resolved,  That  no  process  issue  against  the  said  town 
of  Washington,  for  the  rates  or  taxes  mentioned  in  the 
said  petition,  for  the  term  of  nine  months  from  the  passing 
of  this  Resolve.  Jvly  4,  1785. 


Chap.l^ 


Chapter  127. 

RESOLVE   DISCHARGING    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR   METHODIZING 
PUBLIC   ACCOUNTS,   AND   APPOINTING  TWO  PERSONS. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  business  of  the  committee  for 
stating  and  methodizing  the  public  accounts,  and  for  set- 
tling this  State's  quota  of  the  Continental  army,  is  so  far 
lessened,  as  that  the  same  may  now  be  well  performed  by 
fewer  persons : 

Resolved,  That  said  committee,  be,  and  the  same  is, 
hereby  discharged,  and  that  two  persons  be  chosen  in 
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their  stead  by  the  Legislature,  to  execute  the  same 
powers,  and  perform  the  same  business,  which  the  said 
committee  are  now  authorized  to  perform,  and  that  the 
persons  so  chosen,  be  authorized  to  employ  one  Clerk  only. 

July  4,  1785. 


Chapter  128. 

RESOLVE    ENTITLING    THE    HEIRS   OF    CHARLES   MORRIS,   TO  ChaV.12S 
TWENTY   SHILLINGS    PER    MONTH,  FROM   JANUARY    1,    1777,  ^' 

TO  JANUARY  1,   1786. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Esq;  CommiS" 
sary  of  Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  Charles  Morris,  who  was 
loounded  in  the  retreat  from  Quebec,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six : 

Resolved^  That  the  heirs  of  Charles  Morris  aforesaid, 
be  entitled  to  twenty  shillings  per  month,  from  the  first 
day  of  January^  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
until  the  eighth  day  of  March^  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  being  the  time  of  his  decease. 

July  4,  1785. 


Chapter  129. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  WALKER,  DIRECTING  p^l^^  "lOO 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE   ^'"«i^*A^^ 
TO  RE-COMMIT  THE  COMMISSION    TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS 
TO  CONSIDER  THE  CLAIM  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Robert  Walker,  setting  forth  y  that  the 
Commissioners  on  the  estate  o/"  Daniel  Brewer  o/Tittsfield, 
an  absentee^  deceased^  represented  insolvent^  have  made 
return  of  claims  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  that  he  being  absent  at  their  time  of  sitting^ 
had  no  opportunity  to  exhibit  his  claim^  that  as  yet  there 
hath  no  distribution  of  said  deceased^s  estate  been  made^ 
and  praying  that  the  consideration  of  the  premises  may  be 
committed  to  said  Commissioners : 

Resolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Berkshire^  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  re-commit  the  commission  to  the  Commissioners, 
to  consider  and  report  upon  said  claim ;  —  the  former 
commission  being  closed  notwithstanding. 

July  4, 1785. 
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Chapter  130. 

ChaV  130  RESOLVE  granting  to   CALVJN   partridge,   ESQ;  FOR   THE 
^  '  USE  OP  THE  WIDOW  OF   ICHABOD  ALDBN,   LATE   OF   DUX- 

BURY,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-FIVE  POUNDS.  FOR  ONE 
YEAR'S  HALF  PAY,  AND  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  FIVE  POUNDS. 
TO  SAID  PARTRIDGE,  AS  GUARDIAN  TO  THE  CHILDREN  OF 
THE  SAID  ALDEN,  FOR  THREE  YEARS  HALF  PAY,  TO  BE 
PAID  IN  CONSOLIDATED  NOTES. 

Whereas  it  appears^  that  the  widow  and  children  of 
Ichabod  Alden,  late  of  Duxbury,  Esq;  deceased^  (who 
lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  llth 
of  October,  1778,  while  holding  the  rank  of  Colonel)  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress^  of  the  2U7i 
q/"  August,  1780: 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
ComiDonwealth,  to  Calvin  Partridge y  Esq ;  for  the  use 
of  the  widow  of  the  said  Alden^  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
and  thirty-five  pounds,  in  full  for  one  year's  half  pay,  due 
to  the  said  widow ;  and  alsQ,  that  the  forther  sum  of  Four 
hundred  and  five  pounds  be  paid  to  the  said  Partridge^  as 
guardian  to  the  children  of  the  said  Alden,  in  full  for 
three  years  half  pay  as  aforesaid ;  which  sums,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  Five  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  shall  be 
paid  in  consolidated  notes,  said  notes  to  be  dated  when 
the  sums  respectively  became  due,  and  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  United  States.  July  4, 1785. 

Chapter  131. 

Chap.lSl  RESOLVE   ESTABLISHING   THE    PAY   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   FOR 
"^  REVISING  THE  LAWS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  eleven  shillings  per  day  to  the  several 
members  of  the  Committee  for  revising  the  laws,  in  full 
satisfaction  for  that  part  of  their  time  expended  in'  that 
business,  for  which  no  grant  hath  been  yet  made  ;  and  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  requested,  on  ascertaining  the 
time  expended  as  aforesaid,  to  cause  proper  waiTants  to 
be  drawn  for  the  payment  of  the  same.        JtUy  4,  1785. 

Chapter  132. 

(7/mr>.132  resolve  on  the  petition  of  ann  dizer,  empowering 

^  DAVID  MUNROE,  to  SELL  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Ann  Dizer,  praying  that  David 
Munroe,  may  be  empowered  to  sell  land  in  the  town  of 
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Blanfordy  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  belonging  to  (he 
estate  of  Mr.  John  Foy,  late  q/*CharIe8town,  deceased: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  said  David  Munroe  have  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  sell  said  land,  and  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  of 
the  same  ;  and  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  be  disposed 
of,  and  the  said  Munroe  to  be  accountable  for  the  same, 
according  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  aforesaid 
John  Foy.  July  4, 1785. 


Chapter  133. 

RESOLVE   EXTENDING    THE    LICENCES    TO   SUNDRY    PERSONS  ChaT)  133 
CALLED   ABSENTEES.  -^* 

Whereas  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  hath 
granted  licence  to  sundry  persons  commonly  called  absen- 
tees,  to  reside  within  this  Commonwealth : 

Resolved,  That  the  licences  aforesaid  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  approved,  and  shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court, 
provided  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  shall 
judge  the  continuance  of  those  persons  in  this  Common- 
wealth, consistent  with  the  safety  thereof. 

Jxdy4,1785. 


Chapter  134. 

RESOLVE  SUSPENDING  A  PROVISO  IN  THE  IMPOST  AND  EXCISE  ChaV  134 
ACT,  RESPECTING  SUBJECTS  OF  THE  OTHER  STATES.  ^  ' 

Whereas  by  a  certain  clause  in  an  Act  entitled,  ^^  An 
Act  in  addition  to,  and  for  the  explanation  of  an  act,  enti^ 
tied  an  act  for  laying  duties  of  Impost  and  Excise  on  certain 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  therein  described,  and  for 
repealing  the  several  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose,*^  it  is  provided  in  the  following  wo7'ds: 

**  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  subject  in  any  State 
in  the  Union,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  afore- 
going provision,  unless  there  be  an  Act  laying  duties  of 
Impost  of  equal  amount  within  such  State,  nor  until  the 
Legislature  of  such  State  shall  have  passed  a  law  equally 
beneficial  to  the  subjects  of  this  Commonwealth,  any 
thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,'*  which  at 
present  is  found  inconvenient : 
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Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  before  recited  clause  be, 
and  it  hereby  is,  suspended  in  its  operation,  till  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

July  4, 1785. 

Chapter  135. 

C%a».135  RESOLVE    APPOINTING     A     COMMITTEE    TO    CONFER    WITH    A 
■^  COMMITTEE  FROM  NBW  HAMPSHIHE. 

Resolved^  That  Benjamin  Goodhue^  Esq ;  with  such  as 
the  Hon.  House  may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with 
such  gentlemen,  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Ifew  Hampshire^  for  this  purpose,  upon 
such  commercial  regulations,  to  be  reported  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  State  aforesaid,  as 
may  be  mutually  advantageous  to  both  States ;  and  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  is  requested  to  communicate 
this  Resolve  to  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the  State  afore- 
said, and  to  request  that  the  same  may  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  thereof. 

July  4,1785. 

Chapter  136. 

CAa».l36  RESOLVE  requiring  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer 

^'  TO  CERTIFY  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL,  THE  BALANCE 

DUE  TO  THEIR  CLERKS,  AND  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR 
WITH  ADVICE  OF  COUNCIL,  TO  ISSUE  WARRANTS  IN  THEIR 
FAVOUR. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary,  and  the  Treasurer  and 
Receiver  General  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  required  to 
certify  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  Hon.  the 
Council,  the  balances  now  due  to  the  several  Clerks  in 
their  respective  offices,  according  to  the  usual  rates  of 
allowance ;  and  the  Governor  thereupon,  with  advice 
of  Council,  is  requested  to  make  his  warrants  on  the 
treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  said  respective  balances 
to  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  same  are  due. 

And  it  is  farther  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be 
requested,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  make  the  usual 
allowance  to  Jacob  Kuhn,  Door  Keeper  to  the  General 
Court,  for  his  sei-vices  the  present  session,  and  to  make 
his  warrant  on  the  treasury,  for  the  payment  thereof. 

July  4, 1785. 
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Chapter  136  a. 

RESOLVE  CONFIRMING  A  GRANT   OF  LAND   OF  THIRTY   MILES   (JJi^    136A 
SQUARE,  TO  THE  HEIRS  OF  BRIGADIER  WALDO,  ON  CERTAIN 
CONDITIONS. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  of  the  28th  of  October ^  1783,  to  examine  the  claims 
to  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln^  &c.  take  leave  to 
report,  —  That  they  have  received  the  claims  of  a  number 
of  individuals  and  companies  to  diflferent  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  have  given  particular  attention 
to  the  grant  made  in  the  year  1629,  from  the  Council  of 
Plymouth^  to  Beauckamp  and  Leverett^  whereby  is  given, 
granted  and  confirmed,  to  the  said  Beauchamp  and  Lev^ 
eretty  a  tract  of  land  described  in  the  words  following,  viz. : 
'•All  and  singular  those  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments whatsoever,  with  the  appurtenances  thereof,  in 
New  England  aforesaid,  which  are  situate,  lying  and 
being  within  or  between  a  place  there,  commonly  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Muscongus,  towards  the  south 
or  southwest,  and  a  straight  line  extending  from  thence, 
directly  ten  leagues  up  into  the  main  land  and  continent 
there,  towards  the  great  sea  commonly  called  the  South 
SeUy  and  the  utmost  limits  of  the  space  of  ten  leagues  on 
the  north  and  northeast  of  a  river  in  New  England  afore- 
said, commonly  called  Penobscot,  towards  the  north  and 
northeast,  and  the  great  sea  commonly  called  the  Western 
Ocean  towards  the  east,  and  a  straight  and  direct  line 
extending  from  the  most  western  part  and  point  of  the 
said  straight  line,  which  extends  from  Muscongus  afore- 
said towards  the  South  Sea,  to  the  utmost  northern  limits 
of  the  said  ten  leagues  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  river 
Penobscot,  towards  the  west."  A  description,  —  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  whereof  your  committee  find  it 
extremely  diflicult  to  determine.  They  have  examined 
all  the  plans  of  that  part  of  the  county  o{  Lincoln,  which 
they  can  obtain ;  have  conferred  with  the  representatives 
of  the  heirs  of  Brig.  Gen.  Waldo,  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Associates,  as  they  are  called,  as  well  as  with  those  who 
are  not  interested  in  the  grant,  but  have  not  obtained  the 
satisfaction  they  wish,  as  to  what  was  intended  to  be  the 
direction  of  the  line  from  Muscongus,  or  what  was  designed 
to  be  the  course  and  length  of  the  bounds  described  in 
these  words,  viz. :  •*  and  the  utmost  limits  of  the  space  of 
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ten  leagues,  on  the  north  and  northeast  of  a  river  in  New 
England  aforesaid,  commonly  called  Penobscot^  towards 
the  north  and  northeast." 

On  examining  the  records  of  the  General  Court  from 
the  year  1761,  to  the  revolution,  your  Committee  find, 
that  on  the  23d  of  Febi^ary^  1762,  a  Committee  of  the 
then  General  Court,  repotted  that  it  was  expedient  for 
the  Province  to  release  and  convey  to  the  representatives 
of  Brigadier  General  Waldo ^  a  tract  of  six  miles  in  breadth, 
at  the  head  of  the  patent  to  Beauchamp  and  Leveretty  to 
extend  from  Penobscot  River  to  the  line  from  MusconguSy 
after  extending  said  line  thirty-six  miles  from  Muscongus 
into  the  country,  with  certain  provisos,  upon  their  (the 
said  representatives)  releasing  to  the  Province  all  their 
right  and  claim  to  lands  eeist  of  Penobscot  River ;  which 
they  had  agreed  with  the  said  Committee  to  perform  :  That 
this  report  was  accepted  by  the  then  General  Court ;  and 
that  the  form  of  a  release  or  quit-claim  to  be  made  by  the 
said  representatives,  and  of  a  grant  to  be  made  by  the 
Province,  was  concluded  upon,  but  cannot  find  that  either 
was  executed :  On  the  contrary,  there  was  found  in  the 
files  of  the  General  Court  for  the  year  1762,  a  fair  copy 
of  the  grant  beforementioned,  which  appears  to  have 
been  intended  to  be  signed  by  the  Governor,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  without  the  signature  of  either. 

Upon  fully  considering  the  difficulties  which  attend 
every  construction  of  the  beforementioned  patent,  which 
has  been  proposed,  and  the  great  importance  to  the 
Commonwealth,  as  well  as  to  individuals,  that  the  limits 
of  the  said  patent  be  ascertained,  and  finally  determined, 
and  that  speedily,  —  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
will  be  expedient  for  the  Commonwealth  to  confirm  to 
those  interested  in  the  beforementioned  grant  to  Beau- 
champ  and  Leveretty  the  tract  of  land  contained  within  the 
following  bounds,  viz.  —  Beginning  at  the  point  of  land 
east  of  the  mouth  of  the  River  MusconguSy  thence  extend- 
ing up  the  said  river  according  to  the  general  course 
thereof,  into  the  country ;  then  running  from  the  said 
point  of  land  along  the  sea  coast,  and  by  the  bay  of 
Penobscot  to  the  mouth  of  the  River  Penobscot;  from 
thence  extending  up  the  said  river,  until  a  line  drawn 
from  the  said  River  Penobscot  to  the  Mtcscongus  line  first 
mentioned,  shall  give  and  compleat  a  tract  of  land,  equal 
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to  a  tract  of  land  thirty  miles  square,  and  so  that  the  said 
MuscongiM  line  first  mentioned  shall  be  equal  in  length  to 
a  right  line,  drawn  from  a  point  of  land  called  OwPs  Head 
to  the  mouth  of  Penobscot  River ^  with  the  line  extending 
up  the  said  Penobscot  River ^  added  thereto,  together  with 
all  Islands,  whose  center  falls  within  three  miles  of  any 
part  of  the  lands  before  described,  —  on  condition,  that 
those  interested  as  aforesaid,  shall  make  and  execute  a 
release  and  quit-claim  of  all  other  lands  (except  those 
contained  within  the  bounds  aforesaid)  by  virtue  of  the 
said  grant  to  Beauchamp  and  Leverett,  and  lodge  the 
same  in  the  Secretary's  office,  on  or  before  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

Samuel  Phillips,  jun. 
Nathaniel  Wells, 
Nathan  Dane. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Resolved^  That 
the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  confirm  to  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Brigadiei:  General  Waldo  and  others, 
interested  in  the  grant  to  Beauchamp  and  Leverett,  a 
tract  of  land  equal  to  a  tract  thirty  miles  square,  agreea- 
bly to  the  bounds  of  the  tract  recommended  to  be  confirmed 
in  the  foregoing  report  (provided  the  same  do  not  inter- 
fere with  any  prior  grant)  on  condition  that  those 
interested  as  aforesaid,  shall  make  and  execute  a  release 
and  quit-claim  of  all  other  lands  (except  those  contained 
within  the  bounds  mentioned  in  the  said  report)  by  viilue 
of  the  grant  to  Beauchamp  and  Leverett^  and  lodge  the 
same  in  the  Secretary's  office,  on  or  before  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

Provided  nevertheless^  that  no  right  or  rights  which 
may  have  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth,  be  included 
in  the  said  confirmation. 

Provided y  That  the  said  claimants,  or  some  of  them, 
shall  give  bonds  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
in  the  penalty  of  Three  thousand  pounds,  conditioned  that 
such  of  said  claimants  as  are  of  age,  shall  execute  a 
release  of  all  their  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  any 
of  the  lands  under  said  grant  or  patent,  and  that  such  of 
said  claimants  or  patentees  as  are  now  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  shall  execute  such  release  within  six 
months  after  they  shall  arrive  at  that  age. 
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Provided  dlso^  That  any  person  who  may  now  be  in 
possession  of  any  lands  within  the  limits  of  said  patent , 
and  who  have  been  in  possession  of  the  same  from  any 
time  before  the  19th  day  of  Aprils  shall  be  quieted  in 
such  possession,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  hereafter  be 
determined  upon  by  the  General  Court. 

And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  this 
Resolve  to  be  published  in  the  Independent  Chronicle^  six 
weeks  successively.  j^^  ^^  ^7^^ 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  RESOLVES 


GENERAL    COURT   OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  T.WENTY-FIFTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1786. 


CONTAINING  THE  SPEECHES  AND  MESSAGES  OF  HIS  EXCEL- 
LBNCr  THE  GOVERNOR,  TO  THE  TITO  BRANCHES  OF  THE 
GENERAL  COURT,  AT  THEIR  SESSIONS  COMMENCING  THE 
25th  OF  MAY,  1786,  WHICH  IN  THE  PRECEDING  PART  OF 
THIS  VOLUME  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  INSERTED  IN  THE 
ORDER   OF  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  DATES. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In  Senate,  Ma^/  26,  1785. 

Ordered,  That  Walter  Spooner,  Moses  Gill,  and  Wil- 
liam  Phillips,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  Honouittble 
House  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Hon. 
James  Bowdoin,  Esq ;  and  inform  him  that  the  Senate, 
out  of  the  two  gentlemen  sent  up  to  them  by  the  honour, 
able  House,  have  made  choice  of  him  as  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth,  (agreeable  to  the  Constitution)  for  the 
year  ensuing,  and  request  his  acceptance  as  soon  as  is 
convenient. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Samuel  Adams,  President. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  26,  1785. 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Dexter,  Mr.  Hitchbom, 
Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Spooner,  are  joined. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Speaker. 
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On  this  message^  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives. 

Honourable  Gentlemen, 

Your  message,  by  a  very  respectable  committee,  ac- 
quainted me  that  you  had  been  pleased  to  elect  me  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  :  I  shall 
do  myself  the  honor,  personally,  of  expressing  my  mind 
to  you  on  the  occasion ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  will  attend 
you  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  shall  please  to  signify 
will  be  agreeable  to  you. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

James  Bowdoin. 

Friday,  May  27,  1785,  A.M. 

Mr.  Bowdoin,  accompanied  by  his  Honour  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor  ^  being  introduced  into  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber^ where  the  whole  General  Court  were  assembled,  thus 
addressed  the  Court. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

You  having  done  me  the  honor  of  electing  me  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  declaring  my  acceptance  of  it. 

I  have  a  due  sense  of  the  honor  you  have  conferred, 
and  shall  express  it  more  fully,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
the  compleat  organization  of  the  government. 

I  have  understood,  gentlemen,  that  several  things  have 
with  great  assiduity  been  suggested,  to  the  disadvantage 
of  my  political  character,  and  particularly  that  I  am  under 
British  influence. 

The  other  suggestions,  (so  far  as  I  have  heard  of  them,) 
are  of  little  importance ;  but  this  is  of  such  a  nature,  that 
I  find  myself  obliged  to  take  some  notice  of  it.  I  would 
therefore  observe,  that  an  honest  man,  whose  character  as 
such  I  am  conscious  belongs  to  me,  cannot  take  the  oath 
of  office  required  by  the  Constitution,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  under  such  an  influence.  That  oath  was  deemed  a 
sufficient  guard  against  the  influence  suggested ;  and  my 
taking  it  may  satisfy  you  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
suggestion.     But,  gentlemen,  as  it  is  essential  to  the  good 
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of  the  Commonwealth,  that  the  people  at  large,  and  the 
General  Court  in  particular,  should  have  a  firm  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  integrity  of  their  first  magistrate,  my 
duty  to  them,  and  to  my  own  character,  requires,  that  I 
should  explicitly  declare,  at  my  first  entering  upon  that 
important  office,  and  I  do  accordingly  declare,  that  I 
never  have  been,  that  I  am  not,  and  (so  far  as  a  man  can 
affiim  in  regard  to  his  future  conduct)  that  I  will  not  be 
under  any  foreign  influence  whatever ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  whole  of  my  administration  shall,  in  every  respect, 
according  to  my  best  knowledge  and  ability,  be  conducted 
by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

Though  this  declaration  may  be  unnecessary  with  regard 
to  you,  gentlemen,  as  I  am  sure  it  is  in  regard  to  those 
who  are  fully  acquainted  with  my  political  principles,  and 
character,  it  may,  notwithstanding,  be  proper  in  reference 
to  the  good  people  of  the  Commonwealth  in  general : 
especially  as  the  suggestions  above  mentioned  have  been 
Tery  widely  disseminated. 

I  am  now  ready,  gentlemen,  to  take  the  oaths  of  office, 
pursuant  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Senate  Chamber,  May  27,  1785. 

Then  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Qovernor^  addressed 
the  Coiirt  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Mepresentat  ives , 
I  have  been  acquainted  by  a  very  respectable  Committee 
of  both  Houses,  that  upon  examining  the  returns  of  the 
votes  from  the  several  towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  it 
appears,  I  have  been  elected,  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people, 
to  be  Lieutenant  Governor  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  that 
you  requested  my  acceptance  of  that  office  as  soon  as  was 
convenient.  I  very  sensibly  feel  the  honour  conferred 
upon  me,  by  the  people,  in  this  appointment,  which  is 
heightened  by  the  honourable  and  obliging  manner  in 
which  you  have  requested  my  acceptance  of  it ;  I  consider 
it  as  a  fresh  and  repeated  mark  of  their  esteem  and  con- 
fidence, and  it  has  impressed  my  mind  with  the  warmest 
sentiments  of  respect  and  gratitude.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with  fidelity  and  impar- 
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tiality,  in  order  to  which,  I  am  now  ready  to  take  the 
oaths,  and  make  the  declarations  reqaired  by  the  Consti- 

Thoiias  Gushing. 
CounaL  Chamber,  May  27,  1785. 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Senate^  Prodama^ 
lion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  8ecreiary  Avery,  tkaJt  His 
Uxcellency  James  Bowdoin,  Esq;  is  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ;  and  that  his  Honor 
Thomas  Gushing,  Esq;  is  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Monday,  3fcry  30,  1785. 

In  consequence  of  a  message  from  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Hepresentativesy  the  Governor  sent  them  the  following 
message. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

Your  message  of  this  afternoon  informed  me  that  the 
two  branches  of  the  General  Court  are  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  which  the  Governor  may  think 
proper  to  make  to  them. 

In  return  to  that  message,  I  would  acquaint  you,  gentle- 
men, that  I  purpose  to  meet  you  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  when  I  shall  lay  before  you  several  matters  for 
your  consideration.  j^^^  BowDom. 

Council  Chamber,  May  30,  1785. 

Tuesday,  May  31,  1785. 

At  twelve  o'clock^  the  two  Houses  being  convened  in  the 
liepresentatives  Chamber ^  the  Governor^  attended  by  the 
Secretary  and  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
proceeded  from  the  Council  Chamber  to  the  State  House^ 
where  he  was  received  by  a  Committee  of  the  two  Houses, 
who  introduced  him  to  the  Speaker's  Chair  in  the  said 
Chamber,  when  His  Excellency  made  the  following  Speech. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 
I  cannot  on   this   occasion  but  express   my  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred  upon 
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me  by  appointing  me  **  the  Supreme  Executive  Magistrate'* 
of  this  Commonwealth.  This  proof  of  your  confidence  in 
me,  the  strongest  in  your  power  to  give,  affords  me  the 
greater  satisfaction,  as  it  was  the  result  of  your  own 
judgment,  uninfluenced  by  any  solicitations  on  my  part, 
—  a  circumstance  which,  if  anything  could,  must  add  to 
the  obligation  I  feel  myself  under,  to  render  the  Common- 
wealth the  best  services  in  my  power. 

I  wish  my  abilities,  and  in  particular  ray  health,  were 
more  equal  to  the  arduous  work  •  assigned  me.  Such  as 
they  are,  they  shall  be  devoted  to  that  work ;  and  in  the 
executing  of  it,  you  will  permit  me  to  expect,  what  I  am 
persuaded  your  patriotism  will  readily  induce  you  to 
afford  —  your  best  aid  and  support ;  that  the  great  end  of 
government,  the  good  of  the  people,  may  most  effectually 
be  promoted  and  secured. 

As  our  constitution  of  government  delineates  the  gen- 
eral duty  of  those,  who  have  the  administration  of  it,  it  is 
incumbent  on  me,  upon  this  occasion  to  declare,  that  it 
shall  be  the  standard  by  which  my  public  conduct  shall 
be  regulated.  If  however,  any  deviation  from  it  should 
on  my  part  take  place,  which  I  assure  you  shall  not  be  a 
voluntary  one,  your  intimation  of  it,  which  I  am  persuaded 
would  be  consistent  with  the  most  perfect  candour,  will 
be  received  with  real  satisfaction,  and  shall  correct  the 
error. 

When  the  Constitution  was  accepted  by  the  good  peo- 
ple of  the  Commonwealth,  they  doubtless  thought  it  a 
very  good  one.  But  good  as  the  Constitution  is,  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  it,  must  depend  in  a  great 
measure  on  themselves,  by  their  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  it,  and  by  a  correspondent  conduct,  or  a  due 
obedience  to  its  laws.  They  have  given  the  clearest  proof 
of  their  disposition  to  support  it ;  and  this  day  evinces 
that  disposition  by  our  assembling  here  in  consequence  of 
their  observance  of  it.  They  must  therefore  be  highly 
displeased  to  see  any  infringements  made  upon,  or  any 
measures  proposed  or  taken,  that  have  a  tendency  to 
subvert  it;'  especially  as  so  much  of  their  blood  and 
wealth  has  been  expended  to  put  them  in  a  situation  to 
obtain  it. 

To  prevent  those  infringements  in  future,  and  to  coun- 
teract such  measures,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  executive 
department  to  apply  the  whole  weight  of  their  influence. 
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The  state  of  our  foreign  trade,  which  has  given  so  gen- 
eral an  uneasiness,  and  the  operation  of  which,  through 
the  extravagant  importations  and  use  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, has  occasioned  so  large  a  balance  against  us, 
demands  a  serious  consideration. 

To  satisfy  that  balance  our  money  is  exported  ;  which, 
with  all  the  means  of  remittance  at  present  in  our  power, 
falls  very  short  of  a  sufficiency. 

Those  means,  which  have  been  greatly  lessened  by 
the  war,  are  gradually  enlarging ;  but  they  cannot  soon 
increase  to  their  former  amplitude,  so  long  as  Britain  and 
other  nations  continue  the  commercial  systems  they  have 
adopted  since  the  war.  Those  nations  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  regulate  their  trade  with  us,  and  to  admit  into 
their  ports,  on  their  own  terms,  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
that  go  from  the  United  States,  or  to  refuse  an  admittance  ; 
their  own  interest,  or  their  sense  of  it,  being  the  only 
principle  to  dictate  those  regulations,  where  no  treaty  of 
commerce  is  subsisting. 

The  United  States  have  the  same  right,  and  can,  and 
ought  to  regulate  their  foreign  trade  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple :  But  it  is  a  misfortune,  that  Congress  have  not  yet 
been  authorized  for  that  purpose  by  all  the  States.  If 
there  be  any  thing  wanting  on  the  part  of  this  State  to 
complete  that  authority,  it  lies  with  you,  gentlemen, 
to  bring  it  forward  and  mature  it;  and  until  Congress 
shall  ordain  the  necessary  regulations,  you  will  please  to 
consider  what  further  is  needful  to  be  done  on  our  part, 
to  remedy  the  evils,  of  which  the  merchant,  the  trades- 
man and  manufacturer,  and  indeed  every  other  description 
of  persons  among  us,  so  justly  complain. 

Those  evils,  so  far  as  they  arise  from  the  contracted 
system  adopted  by  Britain,  will  be  felt  by  herself;  for  it 
not  only  abridges  the  means  of  paying  the  great  balance 
due  to  her,  but  must  necessarily  lessen  the  future  demand 
for  her  manufactures ;  in  consequence  of  which  it  may  be 
expected  that  her  merchants  and  manufacturers,  when  they 
shall  fully  experience  those  effects,  of  which  they  are  • 
already  sensible,  will  petition  their  parliament  to  take  off 
the  duties  and  restraints,  to  which  the  new  regulations 
have  subjected  the  American  trade. 

Though  we  feel  a  present  inconvenience  from  those 
regulations,  they  will  eventually  produce  a  happy  effect, 
by  lessening  our  use  of  British  commodities,  most  of  which 
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are  superfluous  and  unnecessary,  and  compelling  us  to 
adopt  a  plan  of  frugality  and  economy,  the  want  of  which 
is  the  principal  source  of  our  difficulties. 

Lately  emerged  from  a  bloody  and  expensive  war,  —  a 
heavy  debt  upon  us  in  consequence  of  it,  —  our  finances 
deranged,  and  our  credit  to  re-establish,  it  will  require 
time  to  remove  those  difficulties.  The  removal  of  them 
must  be  effected  in  the  same  way  a  prudent  individual,  in 
like  circumstances,  would  adopt :  by  retrenching  unneces- 
sary expences,  adopting  a  strict  economy,  providing  means 
of  lessening  his  debt,  duly  paying  the  interest  of  it,  and 
manifesting  to  his  creditors  and  the  world,  that  in  all  his 
transactions  he  is  guided  by  the  principles  of  honour  and 
strict  honesty.  In  this  way,  and  this  only,  public  credit 
<5an  be  maintained  or  restored :  and  when  government,  by 
an  undeviating  adherence  to  those  principles,  shall  have 
firmly  established  it,  they  will  have  the  satisfaction  to  see, 
that  they  can  obtain  loans  in  preference  to  all  borrowers 
whatever.  In  such  credit  was  the  government  by  a  steady 
adherence  to  those  principles,  that  for  many  years  prior 
to  the  late  war,  they  Cimld  command  money  on  loan  to  a 
far  greater  amount  than  the  public  necessities  required. 

When  that  time  shall  again  arrive,  our  public  difficulties, 
arising  from  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  will  be  at 
an  end.  To  hasten  it  is  my  duty  and  wish,  and  shall  be 
the  object  of  my  earnest  endeavour.  For  that  purpose,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  a  fund  may  be  established  for  the 
regular  payment  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  interest  of 
the  public  debt.  This  fund,  with  other  funds  that  may 
possibly  be  devised,  may  within  a  reasonable  time  greatly 
lessen  that  debt,  and  finally  discharge  it.  What  will 
serve  to  recommend  it,  if  it  should  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, is,  that  it  will  not  be  burthensome  to  the  people, 
and  that  most  of  them  will  be  able  to  pay  their  proportion 
of  it  with  certainty  and  punctuality.  On  this  subject, 
gentlemen,  I  shall  send  you  a  particular  message. 

It  is  of  great  importance,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
United  States  depends  upon  it,  that  Congress  should  be 
vested  with  all  the  powers  necessary  to  preserve  the  union, 
to  manage  the  general  concerns  of  it,  and  secure  and  pro- 
mote its  common  interest.  That  interest,  so  far  as  it 
is  dependent  on  a  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  the  confederation  does  not  sufficiently '  provide 
for ;  and  this  State,  and  the  United  States  in  general,  are 
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now  experiencing,  by  the  operation  of  their  trade  with 
some  of  those  nations,  particularly  Great  Britain,  the 
want  of  such  a  provision. 

This  deficiency  of  power  may  be  the  result  of  a  just 
principle,  a  caution  to  preserve  to  each  State  all  the 
powers  not  necessary  to  be  delegated :  With  respect  to 
which,  as  there  was  room  for  a  variety  of  opinions  con- 
cerning them,  they  could  not  all  be  certainly  known  at 
the  time  of  forming  the  confederation.  Experience  how- 
ever, has  shewn  the  necessity  of  delegating  to  Con- 
gress further  powers ;  which  on  the  same  principle  of 
caution,  might  "be  limited  to  a  certain  time,  and  after- 
wards continued,  or  altered,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States. 

This  matter,  gentlemen,  merits  your  attention ;  and  if 
you  think  that  Congress  should  be  vested  with  ampler 
powers,  and  that  special  delegates  from  the  States  should 
be  convened  to  settle  and  define  them,  you  will  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  obtaining  such  a  Convention  or 
Congress,  whose  agreement,  when  confirmed  by  the  States^ 
would  ascertain  those  powers. 

The  state  of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  public  debt,  as 
soon  as  it  shall  be  prepared  by  the  Treasurer,  I  shall  lay 
before  you,  with  such  observations  as  shall  occur  to  me 
upon  the  subject.  There  are  other  matters,  which  I  shall 
lay  before  you  by  message. 

In  the  mean  time,  gentlemen,  be  assured,  that  in  every 
measure  you  shall  adopt,  contributive  to  the  public  hap- 
piness, my  duty  and  inclination  will  lead  me  to  concur 
with  you.  And  as  that  happiness  so  essentially  depends 
on  internal  peace  and  mutual  confidence  among  ourselves^ 
it  shall  be  my  endeavour  to  cultivate  them  universally  ; 
especially  in,  and  with,  the  General  Court. 

To  that  point  if  all  our  views  are  uniformly  and  con- 
scientiously directed,  we  cannot  fail,  with  the  blessing  of 
heaven,  to  obtain  it.  But  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  effect 
must  follow  from  its  cause,  a  contrary  conduct  will  be 
productive  of  public  infelicity. 

It  depends  on  out  selves,  and  particularly  on  the  prin- 
ciples, which  shall  guide  the  transactions  of  the  General 
Court,  whether  we   shall   be   a   happy   or  an   unhappy 

people.  ^  ^ 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  May  31,  1785. 
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After  the  delivery  of  the  Speech^  the  OovemoTj  attended 
as  beforey  returned  to  the  Council  Chamber. 

Thursday,  June  2,  1785. 

The  Govei^nor  sent  the  following  message  to  the  two 
Houses y  relative  to  pot  ashj  and  pearl  ash. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

I  have  intimated  to  you  the  probability  that  a  fund 
might  be  established  for  discharging  a  considerable  part 
of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt.  1  think  this  may  be 
done  by  converting  into  money  a  valuable  manufacture, 
to  which  the  State  is  amply  competent,  and  of  which  a 
large  quantity  might  be  collected  by  tax,  and  sold  for 
the  use  of  government.  The  manufjacture  to  which  I 
refer,  is  pot  ash  and  pearl  ash. 

Of  thosfe  articles  a  thousand  tons  annually,  for  several 
years,  prior  to  the  war,  were  exported  from  this  State, 
and  most  of  that  quantity  was  manufactured  within  it; 
for  which  the  manufacturers  received  at  a  medium,  and 
might  now  receive  for  it,  at  the  same  rate,  at  least.  Thirty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum. 

This  manufacture,  which  could  be  carried  to  a  much 
greater  extent,  might  be  applied  to  the  direct  use  of  the 
State,  and  very  greatly  to  its  benefit. 

For  that  purpose,  each  town,  or  several  towns  as  a  joint 
district,  might  erect,  at  their  own  expence,  a  manufactory, 
to  which  the  inhabitants  should  bring  their  ashes,  or  the 
rough  salts  made  from  them,  where  they  should  be  manu- 
factured into  pot  ash  and  pearl  ash ;  of  which,  the  quantity 
required  of  each  town  should  be  delivered  at  such  times 
and  places  as  the  act  of  the  General  Court  should  order ; 
and  in  case  of  any  deficiency,  the  deficient  quantity  should 
be  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  in  money,  at  such  a  rate  as  the 
act  should  prescribe. 

In  this  way,  a  large  quantity,  the  property  of  the  State, 
might  with  ease  be  collected,  which,  if  merchantable,  or 
made  by  a  given  process  according  to  a  certain  standard, 
(to  which  circumstance  a  strict  attention  should  be  paid) 
would  be  purchased  for  exportation;  and  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  to 
be  applied  as  the  act  should  order. 
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To  guard  against  imposition  from  the  purchasers,  and 
to  secure  a  vent  for  it  in  case  the  whole  could  not  in 
season  be  sold  here,  a  part,  or  the  overplus,  might  be 
shipped  on  the  government  account  to  foreign  markets 
on  freight,  or  in  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  government ; 
and  for  the  net  product,  bills  of  exchange  might  be  sold 
here,  or  the  money  for  it  might  be  imported,  and  lodged 
in  the  treasury,  to  be  applied  agreeably  to  the  act. 

Here,  gentlemen,  is  exhibited  a  concise  view  of  the 
fund,  and  the  means  of  establishing  it.  If  you  approve 
this  general  idea  of  it,  a  committee  might  consider  its 
several  parts,  and  bring  them  to  a  regular  system,  which, 
it  is  probable,  would  be  productive  of  a  considerable 
yearly  revenue  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Several  years  ago,  I  took  the  liberty  of  proposing  to 
divers  members  of  the  General  Court  this  mode  of  raising 
a  fund,  that  on  the  credit  of  it  money  might  be  obtained 
in  Europe  on  loan ;  but  in  the  discussion  of^  it  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  there  appeared  so  many  objec- 
tions to  it,  arising  from  the  war,  that  it  was  then  thought 
impracticable  ;  but  those  objections  are  now  removed,  and 
if  there  be  any  other,  they  probably  may  be  obviated. 

To  every  mode  of  taxation  objections  may  be  made ; 
but  this  mode  seems  less  liable  to  them  than  any  that  has 
occurred  to  me.  The  facility  with  which  such  a  tax  may 
be  paid,  and  the  numerous  advantages  that  will  probably 
arise  from  it,  are  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  pro- 
pose it. 

As  to  the  facility  of  payment,  every  family  in  the  State, 
from  the  necessary  consumption  of  wood,  and  without  any 
additional  expence,  can  furnish  ashes  towards  their  share 
of  the  tax ;  and  people  in  the  inland  towns  in  general,  and 
in  the  new  towns  and  plantations  in  paiticular,  in  the  same 
way,  and  by  clearing  their  lands,  can  fiirnish  more  than 
their  proportion,  and  can  supply  the  deficient.  For  these 
ashes,  or  for  the  rough  salts,  by  an  easy  process  procured 
from  them,  on  their  being  sent  to  the  town  or  district 
factory,  its  manager  will  credit  the  respective  persons 
who  shall  send  them.  And  it  will  be  incumbent  on  each 
town,  from  time  to  time,  to  send  from  its  factory,  agree- 
able to  the  standard,  the  quantity  of  pot  ash  and  pearl  ash 
required  of  it ;  on  the  delivery  of  which,  according  to  the 
act,  the  receiving  officer  will  give  a  receipt  for,  and  enter 
it  in  account,  to  the  credit  of  the  town. 
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In  regard  to  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  such  a 
tax,  —  it  will  establish  a  most  valuable  manufacture,  by 
means  of  which,  an  equal  value  of  gold  and  silver,  which 
the  experience  of  mankind  has  determined  to  be  the  only 
proper  currency  or  medium  of  exchange,  would  be  retained 
within  the  State,  or  brought  into  it.  It  would  provide, 
with  ease  and  certainty,  if  suflSciently  large,  the  meafis  of 
gradually  paying  the  great  debt  of  the  State.  It  would 
restore  public  credit ;  beget  a  confidence  in  government ; 
make  loans  on  future  occasions  obtainable;  clear  our 
lands ;  encourage  agriculture  ;  promote  industry ;  furnish 
the  merchant  with  a  valuable  export  for  remittance ;  in- 
crease our  navigation  and  commerce ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  these  desirable  effects,  remove  many  of  the 
difficulties  of  which,  at  present,  there  is  so  much  reason 
to  complain. 

These  expected  benefits  are  not  merely  ideal :  they 
will  naturally  result  from  the  establishment  of  the 
grosser  manufactures,  to  which  the  nature  of  our  soil 
and  climate  are  best  adapted.  Of  this  description  is 
the  manufacture  abovementioned ;  and  the  establish- 
ment of  it  to  any  considerable  degree,  or  to  an  extent 
productive  of  those  benefits,  will  depend  on  the  tax 
act  proposed:  which,  however,  may  be  defeated,  if  un- 
happily any  future  acts  of  the  Legislature  should  have  a 
counter  operation. 

James  Bowdoin. 

CouiiciL  Chamber,  June  2,  1785. 


Saturday,  June  4,  1785. 

The  two  Houses  sent  to  the  Governor  the  following  reply 
to  the  Speech  he  made  to  them  the  Zlst  q/*May. 

To  his  Excellency  James  Bowdoin^   Esq ;   Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

The  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  on  the  present 
occasion,  cannot  but  express  their  sincere  and  cordial 
acknowledgments  to  your  Excellency  for  the  early  atten- 
tion to  the  most  important  concerns  of  the  Common- 
wealth, so  fully  expressed  in  your  Excellency's  late 
address. 


714  1785.  — May  Session. 

The  General  Court,  contemplating  your  Excellency's 
political  and  literary  character,  long  experience  and  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  most  interesting  concerns  of 
their  constituents,  feel  that  confidence  in  your  Excellency^ 
as  their  first  Magistrate,  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  a 
harmony  among  the  several  branches  of  government,  and 
excile  their  combined  efforts  to  promote  and  secure  the 
best  interest  of  the  whole. 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth  have,  with  your  Exceflency,  the  highest 
sense  of  those  virtuous  exertions  of  their  fellow  citizens , 
which,  aided  by  a  kind  providence,  have  obtained,  sup- 
ported, and  preserved  the  excellent  Constitution  we  now 
enjoy ;  and,  under  the  auspices  of  which,  we  are  at  present 
assembled,  to  promote  and  maintain  the  public  interest^ 
safety  and  happiness.  In  every  measure  tending  to  pre- 
serve this  Constitution  sacred  and  inviolate,  we  shall  ever^ 
with  your  Excellency,  most  cheerfully  concur. 

The  embarrassed  state  of  our  ti-ade  and  commerce  has 
justly  alarmed  every  order  of  men,  and  demands  the 
immediate  exertions  of  government  to  remove  the  evils 
complained  of.  To  this  subject,  the  General  Court  have 
already  paid  particular  attention ;  and,  from  your  Excel- 
lency's communications,  feel  an  additional  stimulus  to  new 
exertions,  with  respect  to  this  important  source  of  our 
national  interest  and  wealth. 

The  Legislature,  with  your  Excellency,  must  consider 
public  credit,  not  only  as  most  highly  important,  but  even 
essential  to  the  welfare,  if  not  the  being  of  a  people  ;  an 
object  ever  to  be  attended  to,  and  never  to  be  trifled  with  ; 
the  source  of  wealth,  as  it  enables  government  to  com- 
mand in  times  of  necessity  the  riches  of  others,  on  con- 
ditions reasonable  or  advantageous.  Your  Excellency's 
further  communications  on  this  branch  of  our  national 
concerns,  our  financeSy  will  be  received  with  that  atten- 
tion which  a  subject,  involving  in  it  our  reputation  and 
most  important  interest,  so  justly  deserves. 

On  the  subject  of  a  reform  in  our  affairs  of  finance,  and 
the  establishment  of  public  credit,  the  General  Court  have 
a  particular  disposition  to  meet  your  Excellency,  in  every 
measure,  calculated  to  promote  these  valuable  purposes. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Court  is  now  drawn  by 
your  Excellency's  address,  to  the  Federal  Compact,  which, 
though  perhaps  as  excellent  as  the  state  of  things,  at  the 
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time  of  its  formation,  would  permit ;  yet  time  and  expe- 
rience have  evinced  the  necessity  of  some  amendments  in 
it :  and  we  are  happy  to  find  the  first  Magistrate  of  this 
Commonwealth,  at  so  early  a  period  of  his  administration, 
manifesting  his  readiness  to  concur  with  us  in  attending 
to  and  examining  this  important  part  of  our  common 
polity :  and  it  shall  be  our  most  earnest  endeavour,  at  all 
times,  to  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
Government  of  these  States,  on  a  firm  basis,  and  on  such 
principles  as  may  best  tend  to  procure  a  just  distribution 
of  power,,  perfect  the  union,  preserve  and  secure  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  individuals,  and  promote  public, 
private  and  social  happiness. 

Conceiving  with  your  Excellency,  that  the  want  of 
some  plan  of  national  economy  and  frugality,  is  the 
principal  source  of  our  present  diflBculties,  we  shall  read- 
ily unite  in  those  measures,  which  the  exigencies  of  our 
affairs  require,  and  which  shall  appear  to  be  most  happily 
calculated  to  promote  those  virtues,  so  important  and 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  a  Republican  Constitution, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  that  freedom  and  felicity,  which 
such  a  Constitution  is  adapted  to  secure. 

In  Senate,  June  4,  1785. 

Ordered^  That  William  Phillips^  Charles  Turnery  and 
Joseph  Hosmery  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honorable 
House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  with  the  foregoing  reply  to  His 
Excellency's  address  of  the  31st  ult. 

Sent  down  for  concuiTence. 

Samuel  Phillips,  jun..  President. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  4,  1785. 

Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Bourn^  Mr. 
Wales y  and  Mr.  Chamberlain^  are  joined. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Speaker. 

Monday,  June  6,  1785. 

The  Governor  sent  a  message  to  the  two  Houses^  accom- 
panied with  two  Acts  and  an  Ordinance  of  Congress^ 
relating  to  the  Western  Territoiy. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

I  received  by  the  post  a  letter  from  the  Secretary's  OfSce 
of  the  United  States,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  enclosing  an 
Act  of  Congress  for  laying  into  distinct  States  the  Western 
Territory  ceded  to  the  Union  by  the  individual  States : 
also  an  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposing 
of  lands  in  the  Western  Territory ;  and  an  Act  declaring 
the  election  of  a  Surveyor  for  each  of  the  nine  States 
mentioned  in  that  act,  the  Surveyor  appointed  for  this 
State  being  Rufus  Putnam ^  Esq. 

These  papers,  gentlemen,  merit  your  consideration. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  Jwae  6,  1785. 


Wednesday,  June  8,  1785. 

The  following  message  was  sent  by  the  Governor  to  the 
two  Houses^  relative  to  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  this 
Commonwealth^  and  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Neio  York  have  passed 
an  act  authorizing  Congress  to  appoint  three  judicious  and 
disinterested  persons,  as  Commissioners  to  run  out  and 
ascertain  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  this  State 
and  that,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Eastern  Boundary  of 
New  York,  and  pursuant  to  the  agreement  between  the 
Commissioners  of  the  two  Governments,  made  the  18th  of 
May  J  1773  :  such  appointment  to  take  place  on  Congress 
being  vested  with  like  authority  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  State.  For  a  fuller  representation  of  this  matter, 
you  will  please  to  be  referred  to  the  said  Act,  and  to 
Governor  Clinton's  letter  on  that  subject,  dated  the  10th 
of  March  last ;  both  which  do  accompany  this  message. 

The  unsuccessful  attempts  to  complete  this  business, 
make  it  the  more  eligible,  that  effectual  measures  for  that 
purpose  should  be  taken  as  soon  as  may  be. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  June  8,  1785. 
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Friday,  June  10,  1785. 

The  Governor  sent  (he  two  Houses  the  following  mes^ 
sagey  relating  to  our  trade  with  the  States  in  confederation 
with  uSy  &c. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  y 

At  the  same  time  you  are  considering  the  state  of  our 
trade  with  foreign  nations,  it  seems  necessary  to  consider 
it,  as  it  stands  related  to  the  States  in  confederation 
with  us. 

According  to  a  letter  I  have  received  from  the  Naval 
OfBcer  of  this  port,  and  the  Collector  of  Impost  and 
Excise  for  the  County  of  Suffolk^  several  of  those  States 
have  laid  duties  on  goods  imported,  which  in  their  opera- 
tion have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  trade  of  this  Common- 
wealth. The  letter  to  which  I  refer,  will  be  delivered  to 
you  by  the  Secretary ;  and  will  give  further  information 
on  the  subject. 

As  we  are  much  unacquainted  with  the  acts  and  laws  of 
the  several  States  in  union  with  us,  the  knowledge  of  which 
might  be  in  many  respects  beneficial,  and,  in  respect  to  their 
influence  on  our  trade,  necessary,  I  would  recommend  to 
your  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  pro- 
cure from  ench  of  the  United  States,  all  their  Acts,  now  in 
force,  and  also  all  such  as  shall  be  made  in  future. 

In  the  mean  time,  gentlemen,  I  shall  be  ready  to  con- 
cur with  you  in  any  measures  conducive  to  remove  or 
prevent  the  evils  suggested  by  the  abovemeutioned  letter. 

For  the  same  reason,  would  it  not  be  proper  to  procure 
the  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  of  other  European 
Governments,  that  relate  to  the  vessels  and  products  of 
the  United  States  ? 

A  printed  state  of  the  duties  payable  by  such  vessels 
in  several  ports  of  France^  has  been  received,  with  a  letter 
dated  the  eleventh  of  April  last,  from  Mr.  e/ay.  Secre- 
tary of  the  United  States  for  foreign  affairs :  both  of 
which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

It  may  be  needful  for  the-  information  of  merchants  who 
send  their  vessels  to  those  ports,  that  the  said  printed 
state,  or  an  abstract  of  it,  should  be  reprinted  here. 

You  will  pass,  gentlemen,  such  order  concerning  it,  as 
you  shall  judge  suitable.  j^^^^   Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  June  10,  1785. 
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Tuesday,  June  14,  1785. 

A  message  was  sent  by  the  Oovemor  to  the  two  Houses^ 
concerning  Jonathan  Eddy,  and  others^  refugees  from 
Nova  Scotia,  viz. : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
liepresentatives, 

A  letter  of  the  15th  of  April  last  has  been  received 
from  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  United  States,  signed  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Thomson, 

Among  other  matters,  of  which  it  is  needful  you  should 
be  informed,  it  covered  an  Act  of  Congress,  recommending 
to  the  attention  of  the  particular  States  in  which  they 
respectively  reside,  Mr.  Jonathan  Eddy,  and  others, 
refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  who,  on  account  of  their 
attachment  to  the  American  cause,  were  obliged  to  fly 
from  that  government. 

Mr.  Eddy,  and  some  other  of  those  refugees  belong  to, 
and  reside  in  this  State,  and  are  therefore  objects  of  that 
recommendation.  He  is  now  here  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  his  fellow  sufferers,  attendant  on  the  General  Court : 
and  their  case,  gentlemen,  you  will  please  to  take  into 
your  consideration.  j^^^  BowDom. 

Council  Chamber,  June  H,  1785. 

Thursday,  June  16,  1785. 

A  message  respecting  a  Committee  from  New  Hampshire, 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  two  Houses  on  the  subject  of 
certain  Oommercial  Acts  of  both  States. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

Yesterday  came  to  town  from  Kew  Hampshire,  several 
gentlemen,  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of  that  State, 
to  confer  with  the  Legislature  of  this,  on  the  subject  of 
such  Acts  of  both  States,  as  do  affect  the  commerce  of 
either. 

They  are  instructed  to  propose  and  consult  on  such 
laws  and  regulations  as  shall  be  judged  convenient  and 
necessary  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  States ;  and 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  all  laws  and  regulations 
of  trade,  injurious  or  inequitable  to  either  State,  or  that 
in  any  wfty  embarrass  a  free  and  open  trade  between  them. 
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This  good  disposition  y  manifested  on  the  part  of  that 
government,  I  am  persuaded,  will  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation ;  and  at  the  same  time  induce  you,  in  concert  with 
them,  to  agree  to,  and  carry  into  execution,  such  meas- 
ures as  shall  be  mutually  beneficial  to  both  States  :  and  in 
all  such  measures  I  shall  with  the  utmost  readiness  concur. 

You  will  probably,  gentlemen,  think  it  suitable  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Committee  from 
J^ew  Hampahire  on  the  subject  of  their  mission. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  June  16,  1785. 

Monday,  June  20,  1785. 
A  message  on  the  subject  of  two  Resolutions  of  Congress. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

I  have  received  two  packets,  dated  from  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  Congress,  and  signed  Charles  Thomson. 
That  of  the  31st  of  May y  enclosed  a  Resolve  of  Congress 
passed  November  3, 1783,  directing  the  Paymaster  Ceneml 
to  deposit  in  the  hands  of  Regimental  Agents,  the  certifi- 
cates for  the  aiTcars  of  pay  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  respective  lines  of  the  late  army,  to  be  by  them 
delivered  to  the  individuals  to  whom  they  belong,  or 
deposited  for  their  benefit,  as  the  Supreme  Executive  of 
their  respective  States  shall  direct.  It  also  enclosed 
another  Resolve  of  the  27th  of  Mayy  requesting  the  Legis- 
lative of  the  respective  States  to  which  such  Agents 
belong,  to  cause  the  services* of  the  said  Agents  to  be 
examined,  and  make  them  such  allowance  as  they  shall  think 
them  entitled  to,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

The  other  packet,  dated  the  9th  instant,  covered  a 
Resolve,  and  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  several 
States,  to  make  provision  for  the  officers,  soldiers  and 
seamen,  who  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war :  and  the  manner  of 
making  that  provision  is  very  particularly  described  in 
the  said  Resolve. 

To  these  several  acts  of  Congress,  gentlemen,  you  will 
give  the  due  attention ;  and  pass  such  orders  or  resolves 
on  the  subjects  of  them,  as  they  shall  respectively  require. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  June  20,  1785. 
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Wednesday,  June  22,  1785. 

A  message  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  the  Duke  of 
Normandy. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  you  an  increase  in 
the  family  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  by  the  birth  of 
a  Prince,  who  is  styled  the  Duke  of  Normandy.  It  hap- 
pened on  the  27th  of  March  last,  as  you  will  observe  by 
a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  the  Honourable  Mr.  Jay^ 
dated  the  14th  instant,  from  the  oflSce  for  foreign  affairs. 

As  every  event,  which  contributes  to  the  happiness  of 
so  illustrious  an  Ally,  must  afford  you  very  pleasurable 
sensations,  it  is  with  real  satisfaction  I  give  you  the 
earliest  information  of  it.  j^^^^  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  June  22,  1785. 

Saturday,  June  25,  1785. 
A  message  concerning  the  fort  at  Machias. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Hepresen  tatives , 

By  a  letter  T  have  received  from  Mr.  James  Avery^ 
Collector  of  Excise  at  Machias,  dated  the  10th  of  May 
last,  he  informs  me,  that  the  Fort  and  Block  House  at  that 
place,  were  built  on  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Nathan  Long^ 
fellow ;  and  that  said  Longfellow  had  begun  to  pull  down 
the  Block  House  :  but  on  his  forbidding  him,  he  desisted. 
—  In  July,  1783,  the  General  Court  passed  some  Resolvea 
relative  to  that  fort,  which  afterwards  were  in  part  sus- 
pended. —  As  Mr.  Avery  wishes  to  be  instructed  on  that 
head,  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  what  instructions 
will  be  proper  to  be  given  him.  j^^^^  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  June  25,  1785. 

Tuesday,  June  28,  1785. 
A  message  relative  to  Dr,  Samuel  Stearns,  a  refugee. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Rqpresentatives, 
From  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  at 
Congress,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Holten,  I  have  just  received  a 
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letter  of  the  16th  instant,  dated  at  New  York.  There 
was  sent  with  it  a  petition  to  Congress,  from  Samuel 
Steams^  who  calls  himself  a  refugee,  dated  the  10th  of 
May  last,  at  Worcester  goal,  playing,  that  he  and  his 
sureties  might  be  released  from  their  confinement,  and 
himself  no  longer  deprived  of  the  liberties  granted  by  the 
articles  of  the  peace,  to  persons  in  his  situation.  —The 
petition,  concerning  which  there  hud  been  no  determina- 
tion of  Congress,  was  delivered  to  tiie  MasMochumeUs 
Delegates,  who  thought  it  adviseahle,  that  it  should  be 
laid  before  the  General  Court.  It  is  therefore,  Gentle- 
men, now  communicated  to  you,  together  with  the  doc- 
tor's letter,  for  your  consideration. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  June  28, 1785. 


Wednesday,  June  29,  1785. 

A  message  respecting  Mr.  Imlay's  resignation  as  Com- 
missioner for  settling  accounts  with  this  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
MepresentativeSy 

Mr.  Imlay  having  resigned  his  oflBce  as  Commissioner 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth  against 
the  United  Stiites,  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  comply  with 
your  late  resolve,  requesting  his  attendance  in  Boston, 
for  the  purpose  of  expediting  that  settlement ;  as  you  will 
observe  by  his  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  herewith  com- 
nmnicated.  —He  has  requested  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  to  appoint  some  person  to  succeed  him  in  that 
business :  in  consequence  of  which  it  may  be  expected 
they  will  nominate  a  person  for  that  purpose ;  but  as  it 
appears  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  February ^ 
1782,  the  nominated  person  is  to  be  "  approved  of  by  the 
Executive,  or  the  Delegates  attending  in  Congress,  of  the 
State  for  which  he  shall  be  nominated,  according  as  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  shall  direct,"  it  will  be  needful 
for  you.  Gentlemen,  to  pass  a  Resolve  expressive  of  your 
mind,  relative  to  that  matter. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Cuamber,  Jane  29,  1785. 
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Friday,  July  1,  1785. 

A  message  from  the  Governor  to  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
constitutionality  of  a  Resolve  of  theirs,  relating  to  the  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 

As  it  must  be  your  wish,  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Court,  should  be  agreeable  to  Law  and  the  Con- 
stitution, you  will  permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  my 
doubts,  whether  that  be  the  case  in  regard  to  one  of  your 
Kesolvcs  lately  passed.  —  The  Resolve  to  which  I  refer,  is 
that  for  the  appointing  a  *<  Committee  to  receive,  exam- 
ine, and  pass  on,  all  accounts,  that  now  are,  or  may 
hereafter  be  exhibited."  After  this  general  commission 
several  sorts  of  accounts  are  particularized,  and  among 
them  such  as  relate  to  "the  support  of  such  indigent 
persons  as  are  the  proper  charge  of  the  State." 

You  will  please  to  consider.  Gentlemen,  wiiether  there  is 
not  provision  made  by  law,  viz.  :  by  an  Act  made  in  the 
year  1701,  entitled  **  An  act  providing  in  case  of  sick- 
ness, that  the  charge  incurred  by  the  support  of  such 
persons  shall  be  defra>ed  out  of  the  public  treasury,  by 
warrant  from  the  G«>vernor  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Council  "  Whether  this  does  not  imply,  that  the 
accounts  of  such  charge  shall  be  exhibited  to  the  Gov- 
ernour  and  Council,  for  allowance  and  payment?  and 
whether,  as  the  wan  ant  for  that  purpose,  must  be  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  the  Council  have 
not  a  consequential  right  of  enquiring  into,  and  of  judging, 
determining  and  passing  upon,  all  such  accounts,  previ- 
ous to  the  issuing  of  the  warnmt  for  payment :  concern- 
ing which  there  can  be  no  ground  for  advice  and  consent, 
unless  those  expressions  imply  such  a  right? 

With  respect  to  the  Constitution,  1  beg  your  attention, 
Gentlemen,  to  the  following  clauses  of  it.  —  '*  Full  power 
and  authority  are  hereby  given  and  granted  to  the  said 
General  Court,  fiom  time  to  time  —  to  impose  and  levy 
proportional  and  reasonable  assessments,  rates,  and  taxes, 
upon  the  inhabitants  of,  and  persons  resident,  and  estates 
lying,  within  the  said  Commonwealth  ;  and  also  to  impose, 
and  levy,  reasonable  duties  and  excises  upon  any  prod- 
uce,  goods,   &c,    within   the   same :    to   be   issued   and 
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disposed  of  hy  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  Governor 
of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  for  the  publick  ser- 
vice, &c.  according  to  such  acts  as  are  or  shall  be  in 
force  within  the  same."  There  is  also  another  clause  of 
the  Constitution  to  the  same  effect.  Here  the  two  depart- 
ments of  government,  concerned  in  the  present  question, 
have  their  separate  and  distinct  business,  as  relative  to 
this  matter,  assigned  to  them  respectively.  The  legisla- 
tive is  to  raise  money  in  the  several  ways  mentioned ; 
and  the  executive  is  to  dispose  of  it  for  the  public  service, 
according  to  such  acts  as  are  or  shall  he  in  force. 

This  assignment  or  appropriation  of  business  to  each 
department,  is  not  only  the  result  of  those  clauses  of  the 
Constitution,  but  is  deducible  from  another  clause  of  it,  in 
the  last  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights  ;  by  which  it  is 
declared,  that,  '*  in  the  government  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  legislative  department  shall  never  exercise  the  execu- 
tive and  judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them." 

In  all  those  clauses,  there  is  a  clear  distinction  held 
forth,  and  a  separation  made  between  the  powers  of  the 
two  departments.  Those  of  one  are  not  to  be  inter- 
mixed or  militate  with  those  of  the  other:  but  each  is  to 
exercise  its  own  powers,  and  its  own  only.  As  therefore, 
the  Resolve  aforesaid  is  wholly  of  an  executive  nature, 
having  relation  only  to  the  examination  and  settlement  of 
the  public  accounts,  and  as  business  of  that  nature  falls 
within  the  executive  department,  it  is  apprehended  the 
resolve  does  not  comport  either  with  the  spirit  or  letter  of 
the  Constitution. 

This  apprehension  of  it,  seems  to  have  been  entertained 
by  the  Honorable  House,  who,  though  they  finally  con- 
curred with  their  Honors  of  the  Senate,  did  at  first  pass 
a  vote  of  non-concurrence.  And  the  same  apprehension 
in  reference  to  a  similar  resolve,  which  was  passed  the 
4th  of  Noveinber^  1780,  at  the  first  session  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Constitution,  did  in  fact  prevail 
in  the  legislature  at  that  time.  This  is  clearly  manifest 
by  the  proviso  in  that  resolve,  which  concludes  with  these 
words,  "  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  the  foregoing 
method  of  examining,  allowing  and  paying  accounts,  shall 
be  considered  as  a  precedent  for  the  future,  but  to  have 
been  adopted  merely  from  the  necessity  of  the  present 
times." 
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The  foregoing  observations  intimate  some  of  the  reasons 
that  induce  me  to  think  it  my  duty  to  ^vithhold  my 
approbation  of  the  Resolve,  which,  by  the  hand  of  the 
Secretary,  I  now  return  to  your  Honors  for  your  re-con- 
sideration; not  doubting  you  will  receive  them  with 
the  same  candour  with  which  they  were  written. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  July  1,  1785. 

Saturday,  July  2,  1785. 

A  message  from  the  Governor ^  respecting  the  proceed' 
ings  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
that  they  had  passed  a  Navigation  Act,  &c. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Jippresentative^f, 

This  minute  has  been  handed  to  me  a  letter  dated  the 
29th  of  f/uwe,  from  his  Excellency  Mr.  Langdon,  the 
President  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire;  enclosing 
the  proceedings  of  the  Lecfislature  of  that  State,  upon  the 
report  of  a  Committee,  who  were  lately  here,  and  had  a 
conference  with  a  Committee  of  yours,  on  matters  of 
commerce. 

In  consequence  of  it,  they  have  passed  a  Navigation 
Act,  and  an  Act  vesting  Congress  with  power  to  regulate 
ti*ade  for  a  limited  time  ;  and  also  a  Resolve,  suspending 
the  operation  of  their  Impost  Act,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
citizens  of  this  State  :  with  this  provi-o  however,  that  the 
Legislature  of  this  fetate,  in  their  present  session,  shall 
repeal  our  Impost  Act,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  citizens 
of  that  State. 

These  Acts,  and  the  Resolve,  together  with  the  letter, 
are  herewith  laid  before  you,  for  your  consideration. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  July  2,  1785. 


RESOLVES 


OF  THE 

GENERAL   COURT   OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTOX,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF-- 
FOLK,  ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  25th  DAY  OF  MAY,  ANNO 
DOMINI,  1786;  AND  FROM  THENCE  CONTINUED,  BY 
ADJOURNMENT.  TO  WEDNESDAY  THE  19th  DAY  OF 
OCTOBER   FOLLOWING. 


1785.  —  October  Session, 
Chapter  1. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  FRASCIS  BRIDGE,  LIBERATING    CkaD    1 
HIM  FROM  THE  GOAL  IN    WORCESTER,    AND   EMPOWERING  -^  ' 

CALEB  AMSilDOWN  TO  SETTLE  WITH  HIM  FOR  HIS  EXCISE. 

On  the  petition  of  Francis  Bridge,  praying  to  he  libera 
ated  from  his  present  confinement  in  Worcester  goal^  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Resolved^  That  Cal^  Ammidown^  Collector  of  Excise 
and  Impost  for  the  county  of  Worcestery  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  empowered  to  settle  with  the  said  Francis  Bridge 
for  his  excise,  and  credit  him  in  said  settlement  for  the 
amount  of  the  excise  on  all  such  articles  as  he  may  have 
exported  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  his  producing 
proper  certificates  therefor;  and  on  the  said  Bridgets 
paying  to  said  Ammidown  the  balance  due  to  the  Common- 
wealth for  excise,  and  also  paying  the  costs  of  prosecution 
and  commitment,  it  is  further  Resolved^  that  he  be  dis- 
charged. October  20,  1 785. 


Chapter  2. 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR,  BY  THE 
SECRETARY. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  is  now  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and  requests  the  attendance  of  the  honorable 
House. 


Chap. 
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Mr.  Speaker^  and  the  House^  went  into  the  Senate 
Chamber^  and  Ins  Excellency  the  Governor  then  made 
the  following  Speech  to  the  two  branches  of  the  Legvi- 
lature. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Before  I  offer  any  new  business  for  your  consideration, 
it  is  proper  you  should  be  informed  what  has  been  done 
in  regard  to  divers  matters,  which  have  already  been  the 
subjects  of  your  Acts  and  Resolutions.  Accordingly  I 
would  inform  you,  That  another  Commissioner  is  author- 
ized to  settle  accounts  between  the  United  Stites  and  this 
Commonwealth,  and  will  probably  be  here  in  a  few  days 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  oflSce.  It  may  be  expected 
therefore,  that  that  lousiness  will  be  brought  to  an  issue  as 
soon  as  it  can  be :  and  this  expectation  is  supported  by  a 
letter  from  the  J^ecretary  of  Congress,  who  writes  me, 
that  from  the  progress  made  in  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States,  and  individual  States,  and 
private  creditors  within  the  same,  and  from  the  measures 
taken  to  hasten  and  facilitate  the  progress  of  such  settle- 
ment, there  is  reason  to  hope,  this  great  work  will  soon 
be  compleated. 

With  regard  to  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  this 
Commonwealth,  and  the  State  oilfew  Fbrk^  so  far  as  it 
respects  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the  latter,  our  Delegates, 
to  whom  as  well  as  to  Governor  Clittton^  I  sent  an  au- 
thenticated copy  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Court  empow- 
ering Commissioners  to  settle  that  line,  write  me,  that  the 
Delegates  of  the  two  States  had  met  on  that  business,  but 
had  not  then  been  able  to  agree  on  suitable  persons  as 
Commissioners;  which  makes  it  probable,  that  Congress 
will  have  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners,  pursuant 
to  the  mutual  Acts  of  the  States,  without  any^such 
previous  agreement. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  New  York^  relative  to 
the  Western  Territory  claimed  by  this  State,  I  wrote, 
agreeably  to  your  request,  to  Governor  Clinton ^  and  to 
our  Delegates,  concerning  it.  A  conference  between 
them  was  had  upon  the  subject.  The  substance  of  it 
you  will  find  represented  in  a  letter  from  our  Delegates  : 
in  agreement  with  which,  Governor  Clinton  informs  me, 
that  according  to  the  duties  of  his  office  he  shall  not  fail 
to  lay  my  letter  and  the  concurrent  Resolutions  of  tthe 
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Senate  and  Assembly,  before  the  Legislature  of  New 
York^  at  their  next  meeting ;  and  that  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity will  be  embraced  of  communicating  whatever  they 
may  direct  on  the  subject. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  Gentlemen,  expressed 
in  several  Resolutions  the  last  session,  I  transmitted  to  the 
several  States  in  the  Union,  a  copy  of  the  Act  you  then 
passed  for  regulating  Navigation  and  Commerce.  Jt  was 
accompanied  with  a  circular  letter  of  mine  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  those  States  respectively  :  in  which  letter,  amopg 
other  things,  it  is  represented,  that  it  is  much  to  be  desired, 
that  Congress  may  be  vested  with  a  well  guarded  power 
to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  United  States  ;  which  being 
effected,  our  Act  will  cease  to  operate  :  that  in  the  mean 
time  we  have  a  full  confidence,  that  the  mutual  friendship 
of  the  several  States  towards  each  other,  and  their  senti- 
ments of  honor  and  justice,  will  be^  a  sufBcient  pledge, 
that  when  measures  wisely  calculated  to  defeat  the  unjust 
designs  of  any  foreign  power  against  the  trade,  or  general 
interest  of  the  United  States,  are  taken  by  any  individual 
State,  they  will  be  adopted  by  all ;  so  that  no  one  State 
may  be  left  to  suffer  essentially  in  its  own  trade  by  its 
laudable  zeal  and  exeitions  for  the  common  safety.  To 
this  letter  the  Governors  of  several  States  have  replied, 
that  they  will  lay  it  before  their  respective  Legislatures 
at  their  next  meeting.  With  respect  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire j  1  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you,  that  with  a  generosity  and  magnanimity 
becoming  one  of  the  United  States,  and  which  I  am 
persuaded  the  rest  will  not  be  backward  to  manifest,  they 
early  passed  an  Act  correspondent  to  ours  for  regulating 
Navigation  and  Commerce.  Such  correspondent  Acts, 
adopted  by  all  the  States,  would  be  productive  of  happy 
effects,  until  Congress  should  ordain  regulations  for  the 
general  commerce  of  the  confederated  body. 

In  regard  to  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, I  signed  and  forwarded  to  our  Delegates,  agreeably 
to  your  request,  the  several  letters  you  had  prepared  on 
that  subject.  They  viewed  it,  and  justly,  as  being  of 
great  consequence ;  and  wishing  their  sentiments  on  it 
might  be  known  to  their  Constituents,  they  have,  from  a 
sense  of  the  duty  they  owe  them,  delayed  taking  any 
measures  concerning  it,  until  they  shall  receive  your 
further  instructions.     The   reasons   of  the   delay,  their 
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letters  of  the  18th  of  Augufd^  and  3d  of  September,  will 
inform  you.  —  This  being  a  matter  of  a  great  impoitance, 
will  require  your  attentive  consideration. 

There  are  divers  other  things,  that  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Acts  and  Kesolutions  of  the  General  Court ; 
and  the  state  of  them,  will  be  communicated  to  you  by 
message. 

I  shall  now  lay  before  you  several  matters,  which  you 
will  probably  think  require  your  immediate  attention. 

•By  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Secretary  Thorn- 
taov,  of  the  24th  of  August,  it  appears,  that  it  is  become 
necessary  and  essential  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  that 
Congress  should  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  settling 
the  proportion,  to  be  borne  by  each  Stiite,  of  the  general 
expences,  that  have  been,  or  may  be,  incurred  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  And  I  am  requested 
to  bring  this  subject  again  under  the  view  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  and  earnestly  to  recommend  to  them, 
as  they  have  adopted  the  new  rule  of  apportionment,  to 
take  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  numliering  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  make  a  return  thereof  to 
Congress.  As  by  that  letter  it  seems  probable,  that  the 
new  rule  will  be  adopted  by  all  the  States,  I  do,  in  conj- 
))liance  with  the  nquest,  earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
Gentlemen,  to  take  speedy  and  effertual  measures  for  the 
said  purpose  On  a  former  requisition  of  Congi-ess,  an 
Act  was  passed  the  last  year  upon  the  principles  of  the 
rule  mentioned  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  Confederation  ; 
by  which  Act,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, was  ordered  to  be  taken  pursuant  to  that 
requisition,  and  returned  by  a  certain  day  into  the  Secre- 
tary's office.  Accordingly  a  great  numl>er  of  towns,  but  not 
the  whole,  have  made  return.  Perhaps  the  carrying  that 
Act  into  full  execution  relative  to  the  number  of  our  inhabi- 
tants, will  answer  the  intention  of  the  new  requisition. 

With  the  said  letter  were  enclosed  several  Resolutions 
of  Congress,  and  particularly  one  of  April  18th,  1783, 
to  which  a  further  attention  is  intimated  to  be  necessary, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  permanent  and  adequate 
funds,  which  shall  operate  generally,  and  in  just  propor- 
tion towards  doing  complete  justice  to  the  public  creditors, 
and  for  restoring  public  credit :  and  it  is  observed  in  the 
letter,  that  every  day's  delay  increases  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  Union. 
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By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  September ^ 
you  will  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest 
on  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Debt,  and  other  purposes, 
It  will  be  necessary,  that  Three  million  dollars^  in  addition 
to  Six  hundred  forty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  . 
eighty  dollars^  be  paid  into  the  common  treasury,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  May  next.  These  two  sums  are 
the  whole  amount  of  the  present  year's  estimate ;  from 
which  the  latter  sum  is  deducted  by  reason  that  so  much 
of  the  Dutch  loan  was  applied  towards  a  discharge  of  the 
last  year's  estimate,  and  which  the  sums  required  from 
the  States  last  year  will  replace  :  a  compliance  with  that 
requisition  being  relied  on  by  Congress  to  discharge,  or 
make  good,  the  said  deduction.  Our  quota  of  the  Three 
millions  is  set  at  Fottr  hundred  forty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty -four  dollars;  for  the  seasonable  pay- 
ment of  which,  it  is  incumbent  on  you,  Gentlemen,  to 
make  the  necessary  provision. 

As  a  motive  for  the  cheerful  payment  of  the  sum  now 
called  for,  as  well  as  of  past  arrearages,  the  States  are 
reminded,  that  Congress  have  passed  an  Ordinance  for  the 
survey  and  sale  of  the  Western  Territory  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  that  the  proceeds  thereof  will  be  applied  as  a 
Sinking  Fund  to  extinguish  the  Domestic  Debt.  Future 
requisitions  for  interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  will  there- 
fore be  reduced  in  proportion  as  this  Fund  may  be  ren- 
dered productive. 

Your  attention,  Gentlemen,  is  also  called  to  the  stale 
of  our  own  particular  Debt,  and  to  ways  and  means  of 
discharging  it.  The  total  amount  of  it,  by  the  Treasurer's 
account  is,  ()ne  million  four  hundred  sixty-eight  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-four  pounds^  seven  shillings  and  five 
pence^  and  the  annual  interest  of  it  is  Eighty-eight  thou- 
sand otie  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  find 
three  pence.  The  means  of  discharging  the  debt  are,  the 
product  of  the  Impost  and  Excise,  which  from  June^ 
1784,  to  June,  1785,  was  Fifty-seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  eight- 
pence  ;  and  the  one  per  cent,  on  the  business  of  Auctioneers, 
which  for  the  same  tiipe  was  Eleven  hundred  seventy-three 
pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  six  pence.  These  products, 
with  that  of  the  new  Impost  and  Excise,  may  be  esti- 
mated equal  to  the  interest  of  the  Debt :  in  which  case, 
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whatever  sum  you  think  proper  should  be  annually  raised 
by  tax,  or  in  any  other  way,  will,  after  deducting  the 
common  charges  of  Government,  discharge  so  much  of 
the  principal  of  it. — By  my  direction,  the  Treasurer 
has  formed  a  Plan  and  Calculation  for  the  gradual  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  Debt.  According  to  that  Plan,  an 
annual  Tax  of  One  hundred  thousand  pounds^  with  the 
aforesaid  revenue,  as  above  stated,  will  cancel  the  whole 
Debt,  both  interest  and  principal,  in  fifteen  years ;  and  at 
the  same  time  pay  the  ordinary  charges  of  (Jovernment. 
Such  a  tax,  with  the  annual  requisitions  of  Congress  for 
our  proportion  of  the  National  Debt,  will  not  be  distress- 
ing to  the  State,  especially  as  in  the  future  requisitions 
there  probably  will  be  provided  certain  facilities  of  pay- 
ment, in  like  manner  as  there  are  in  the  present  requisition. 

Punctuality  in  the  payment  of  taxes  is  so  essential  to 
public  credit,  that  the  existence  of  the  latter  depends  upon 
it.  To  insure  it,  I  would  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion whether,  in  future  Tax  Acts,  it  should  not  be  pro- 
vided, that  in  every  town,  on  each  person's  tax,  not  paid 
by  a  given  day,  interest  should  be  required  from  that  day 
to  the  time  of  payment.  This  requisition  would  be  a 
stimulus  to  punctuality,  which  would  be  further  excited 
by  an  allowance  of  five  per  cent,  for  prompt  payment. 
Such  a  charge  of  interest  is  due  to  the  Commonwealth  at 
large,  and  justice  demands  it,  with  regard  to  those  towns 
and  individuals,  who  have  been,  and  are,  punctual  in  pay- 
ing their  taxes. 

Tbei*e  is  a  large  sum  now  due  for  past  taxes,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  Xew 
Emission  Bills,  and  of  State  Notes  payable  in  1 784.  When 
these  taxes  are  all  paid,  there  will  remain,  after  making 
an  allowance  for  those  appropriations,  a  considerable  bal- 
ance, perhaps  about  Eighty  thousand  pounds^  subject  to 
your  appropriation.  The  honour  and  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  plighted  for  that  redemption,  the  reminding 
you  of  it,  I  am  persuaded,  will  procure  effectual  measures 
to  be  taken  for  the  payment  of  those  taxes. 

On  the  present  year  are  laid  several  taxes,  amounting 
to  a  large  sum.  They  are  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  such  a  part  of  the  Consolidated  Notes  as  becomes  due 
the  present  year;  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  remaining 
army  Notes,  including  such  of  them  as  will  be  payable  the 
next  year. 
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These  several  Notes,  exclusive  of  the  interest  due  on 
them,  amount  in  the  whole  to  Two  hundred  seventeen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds  y  thirteen  shil- 
lings exiA  six  pence  ^  and  are  included  in  the  total  aggre- 
gate of  Debt  abovementioned. 

If  you  should  think  this. sum,  with  the  present  requisi- 
tion of  Congress,  too  large  to  be  raised  the  present  year, 
an3  the  taxes  laid  on  the  several  succeeding  years  for 
redeeming  the  other  Consolidated  Notes,  too  large  for 
those  years,  especially  when  connected  with  the  annual 
requisition  of  Congress,  you  may  possibly  think  it  need- 
ful to  take  a  minute  view  of  the  state  of  our  whole  Debt, 
and  the  taxes  now  laid  on  the  present  and  future  years  for 
cancelling  it,  and  adopt  the  abovementioned,  or  some 
other.  Plan  for  that  purpose.  But  in  that  case.  Gentle- 
men, I  imagine  you  will  think  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Government,  to  procure 
the  consent  of  the  Government  Creditors,  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  such  a  Plan.  I  cannot  apprehend  there  will 
be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  their  consent,  as  the  pro- 
vision, made  by  the  Acts  of  Impost  and  Excise,  will, 
probably,  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the 
annual  interest  of  the  Debt  punctually  at  the  time  it  shall 
become  due,  until  the  whole  debt  be  extinguished. 

In  considering  the  means  of  cancelling  the  Public  Debt, 
it  will  occur  to  you,  that  the  unappropriated  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  State  may  be  applied  to  that  purpose :  But  as 
the  sale  of  them,  the  time  and  manner  of  payment,  and 
the  productiveness  of  the  sale,  must  be  very  uncertain, 
they  should  not,  in  my  idea  of  the  Plan,  be  considered  as 
one  of  the  means,  on  which  the  executing  of  it  should 
depend.  If  the  sale  however,  should  be  productive,  the 
product  may  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  towards  the 
lessening  of  the  Debt,  and  hastening  the  discharge  of 
it.  Such  a  Plan,  well  laid,  and  punctually  executed, 
would,  not  only  extricate  us  from  the  embarrassments  of  a 
heavy  Debt,  but  restore  the  public  credit :  on  which  the 
honor  and  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  so  essentially 
depend. 

A  much  speedier  method,  than  the  one  above  proposed, 
for  annihilating  the  Public  Debt,  would  be,  to  permit  the 
present  Tax  Laws  to  operate.  In  which  case,  the  whole 
Debt,  both  interest  and  principal,  might  be  paid  in  three 
years,  or  by  the  end  of  the  year  1788 ;  beyond  which  no 
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taxes  are  laid.     But  of  the  practicability  of  it,  yoa  are,  not 
only  the  constitutional,  hut  in  fact,  the  best  judges. 

The  state  of  the  Militia,  which  is  the  constitutional  and 
the  safest  defence  of  the  Commonwealth,  merits  your  con- 
sideration. 

In  the  several  Brigades,  the  Regiments  are,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  destitute  of  Officers,  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  their  Commissions.  Many  of  them,  by 
virtue  of  their  Commissions,  having  obtained  rank,  and 
an  exemption  from  the  common  Militia  duty,  have  very 
early,  for  reasons,  without  doubt  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves, resigned  their  Commissions ;  and  this  practice  will 
probably  be  continued,  unless  some  effectual  measures 
be  taken  to  prevent  it.  As  the  Militia  Act  needs  some 
amendments,  a  clause  in  a  Supplementary  Act  making  the 
rank  and  privileges  of  Officers,  as  such,  depend  on  their 
holding,  for  a  given  time,  and  with  reputation,  their 
respective  Commissions,  might  go  far  to  remedy  the  evil ; 
which  unhappily  has  been  so  long  prevalent. 

You  will  also  please  to  recollect,  that  each  of  the  four 
divisions  of  the  Militia  is  to  have  a  Major  General,  whom 
the  Act  makes  a  very  essential  Officer  to  the  well  ordering 
of  the  Militia.  As  there  are  but  three  Major  Generals  com- 
missioned, and  two  of  them  in  the  same  division,  you  will 
think  it  needful  to  elect  a  fourth,  and  assign,  to  each  of 
the  other,  his  respective  division.  —  Permit  me  to  urge  a 
speedy  attention  to  this  business. 

There  is  another  matter.  Gentlemen,  essentially  impor- 
tant to  the  well  being  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  claims 
your  most  serious  attention  ;  and  which,  by  the  unanimous 
advice  of  the  Council,  I  now  lay  before  you.  —  It  refers  to 
a  dertign  against  the  Commonwealth,  of  very  eviF  tendency, 
being  calculated  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  dismem- 
berment of  it.  That  design  has  been  for  some  months 
evident  by  a  great  number  of  publications  in  the  Fahnouth 
Gazette  ;  calling  upon  the  people  of  the  Counties  of  York^ 
Cumberland  and  Lincoln^  to  assemble  together  for  the 
purpose  of  separating  themselves  from  the  Government  of 
this  Commonwealth ;  and  of  withdrawing  from  the  duty 
and  allegiance  they  owe  to  it.  In  consequence  of  those 
calls,  about  thirty  persons,  as  I  am  informed,  assembled 
on  the  fifth  instant,  at  the  meeting  house  in  Falmouth^  and  - 
voted  to  choose  a. Committee  to  draught  a  circular  Letter 
to  the  several  towns  and  plantations  in  those  three  coun- 
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ties,  requesting  them  to  meet  in  Convention,  by  their 
Delegates,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January  next,  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  the  said  counties  being  formed 
into  a  separate  State. 

The  duty  I  owe  to  the  Commonwealth  in  general,  and 
to  the  people  of  those  Counties  in  paiticular,  indispensibly 
obliges  me  to  lay  this  matter  before  you,  that  you  may 
take  such  measures  concerning  it,  as  your  regard  for  the 
collective  body  of  the  Commonwealth,  shall  dictate. 

What  I  have  further  to  communicate  to  you.  Gentle- 
men, will  be  by  way  of  message.  The  letters  and  papers, 
referring  to  the  communications  now  made,  will  be  deliv- 
ered to  you  by  the  Secretary.  ,  ^ 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  O(rfo6«*20,  1785. 


Chapter  3. 

message  from  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  the  Chap.  3 

SECRETARY.  ^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  ol 
liepre^entativesj 

Soon  after  the  late  session  of  the  General  Court,  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  Collector  of  Impost  and  Excise 
for  the  county  of  Suffolk j  relative  to  the  Act  passed  in  that 
session,  for  laying  additional  duties  of  Impost  and  Excise. 
In  the  letter  he  mentions,  that  he  cannot  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  some  parts  of  that  Act,  and  knows  not  how  to 
carry  into  effect  other  parts  of  it :  and  states  a  few  of  the 
difficulties  he  expected  to  find,  and  which  he  informs  me 
he  has  in  fact  found  in  executing  it. 

That  letter,  which  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Sec- 
retary, will  point  out  what  those  difficulties  are. 

As  one  intention  of  the  Act  was  to  encourage  our  own 
manufactures,  by  making  such  a  distinction  in  the  duties 
upon  them,  and  upon  foreign  manufactures,  as  to  give,  in 
regard  to  price,  a  clear  preference  of  the  former ;  you  will 
please  to  consider,  in  revising  the  Act,  whether  that  inten- 
tion be  in  fact  answered  with  respect  to  some  of  them.  I 
would  particularly  instance  in  the  manufacture  of  Loaf 
Sugar :  which  at  a  time  when  we  were  under  the  dominion 
of  Great  Britain^  was  for  a  while  very  profitably  carried 
on  here :  but  by  the  British  parliament  giving  a  large 
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bounty  on  the  exportation  of  it  from  thence,  and  this  with 
a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  our  manufacturing  it,  it  was 
imported  here  so  cheap,  as  effectually  to  answer  that  pur- 
pose. .  The  bounty,  as  I  am  informed,  being  still  con- 
tinued, the  duties  on  each  of  those  manufactures,  and  on 
foreign  in  genentl,  should  be  so  regulated,  as  to  give  a 
decided  preference  in  favour  of  our  own  :  and  a  like  atten- 
tion should  be  also  had  in  reference  to  all  our  manufact- 
ures. 

I  would  recommend,  gentlemen,  a  revision  of  all  the 
acts' of  Impost  and  Excise ;  and  that  these  different  duties, 
should  be  laid  by  different  acts.  The  Impost  to  be  con- 
fined to  one  act,  and  the  Excise  to  another :  part  of  the 
difficulty  and  imprecision  of  those  acts  having  arisen  from 
blending  them  together.  If  you  should  think  proper  to 
direct  the  Naval  Officer,  an<l  the  Excise  Officer  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk^  to  prepare  such  acts  for  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court,  it  might  serve 
to  expedite  this  business ;  and  give  the  Court  the  advan- 
tage of  the  experience  of  those  officers  in  the  operation  of 
those  acts. 

With  respect  to  the  Act  for  regulating  Navigation  and 
Commerce,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Geneml  Court, 
the  Consul  of  France  has  delivered  to  me  a  memorial  on 
the  subject  and  operation  of  it,  which  at  his  request,  I  now 
lay  before  you  for  your  consideration. 


Council  Chamber,  October  22^  1785. 


James  Bowooin. 


Chapter  4. 

Chan    4  message  from  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  the 

^*  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 
By  the  last  Saturday  post,  I  received  a  letter  dated  the 
10th  instant,  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  not  only  the  requisition  of 
Congress  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  which 
has  already  been  communicated  to  you,  but  also  divers 
accounts,  and  particularly  a  statement  of  the  several  requi- 
sitions of  the  31st  of  October  1781,  the  4th  of  September 
and  16th  of  October  1782,  and  27th  September  1785;  for 
the  amount  of  all  which  this  State  is  in  that  statement 
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made  debtor,  and  is  then  credited  for  the  sum  Ave  have 
paid  to  the  first  instant,  and  also  for  a  part  of  those  requi- 
sitions, the  payment  of  which  has  been  suspended  by  Con- 
gress :  the  l)Hlance  remaining  due  from  this  State,  including 
the  requisition  for  the  present  year,  being  y 3 1,610  dollars, 
and  ti6  ninetieths  of  a  dollar. 

By  these  accounts,  and  by  that  statement,  it  appears, 
there  have  been  great  deficiencies  in  the  specie  payments 
required :  which  the  Commissioners  say,  have  been  sup- 
plied from  year  to  year  by  anticipation,  supported  by  the 
produce  of  foreign  loans,  which  have  hitherto  been  the 
prop  of  public  credit. 

But  those  funds  being  now  wholly  exhausted,  the  sole 
reliance  of  Congress  is  on  the  prompt  and  vigorous  exer- 
tions of  the  several  States,  to  answer  the  requisition 

Their  representation  is  very  striking  upon  this  occasion. 
They  say,  that  no  hope,  no  resource,  is  now  left,  but  the 
contributions  of  the  States  :  that  our  character  abroad  and 
our  union  at  home  must  rcbt  on  this  foundation  :  and  that 
the  federal  faith,  dignity,  operations  and  existence,  are 
suspended  on  the  exertions  of  the  several  States,  to  collect 
the  arrearages  of  former  requisitions,  and  to  comply  with 
the  present  one. 

In  this  situation  of  things,  I  need  not  use  any  argu- 
ments. Gentlemen,  to  induce  you  to  take  the  most  speedy 
and  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  comply  with  those  sev- 
eral requisitions. 

The  letter,  and  accounts  accompanying  it,  will  be  deliv- 
ered  to  you  by  the  Secretary.  j^^^^  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  October  24,  1785. 


»  Chapter  5. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  PLTMPTON,  EMPOWERING  THE  SAID  SELECTMEN 
TO  RECTIFY  ANY  MISTAKE  IN  A  CERTAIN  PAY  ROLL  FOR 
THE  SIX  MONTHS    MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  o/*PIympton, 
representing  that  hy  mistake  one  Isaiah  Cushman  wa^  made 
vp  as  a  soldier  in  the  six  months  strvice^  in  a  pay  roll  hy 
them  returned;  and  as  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said 
Cushman  never  performed  the  service^  as  set  forth  in  said 
roll: 


Chap.  5 
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Resolved^  That  said  Selectmen  of  Plympton  be ,  and  they 
are,  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  rectify  any  mis- 
take by  them  made  in  the  pay  roll  by  them  returned  for 
the  six  months  men  who  went  into  the  army  in  the  year 
1780,  from  the  said  town,  by  making  a  new  and  just 
return  of  said  men :  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  hereby  directed  to  receive  of  said  Selectmen  the 
pay  he  has  made  them  for  the  said  Isaiah  Cushman. 

October  24y  1785. 

Chapter  6. 

Chap.  6  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BLIAKIM  CUTLER,  DIRECTING 
HIM  TO  SERVE  STEPHEN  WELLUAS  WITH  A  COPY  OF  HIS 
PETITION,  AND  ORDER  OF  COURT,  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  Ac. 

On  the  petition  of  Eliakim  Cutler,  sheicing^  that  he  has 
been  defaulted  in  two  actions  brought  against  him  by 
Stephen  Wellman,  contrary  to  instruction^  whereby  he 
hath  been  a  great  sufferer  ^  and  praying  relief: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  serve  the  said  Wellman 
personally,  with  a  copy  of  his  petition,  and  this  resolve, 
fourteen  days  before  the  fifth  Wednesday  of  the  present 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  or  by  leaving  such  a  copy  at 
his  las>t  and  usual  place  of  abode,  that  he  may  appear  on 
the  same  Wednesday,  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  hath, 
why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted  : 
and  that  the  petitioner  also  serve  William  Hunt,  £sq ; 
with  a  like  copy,  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  and  that  execu- 
tion on  the  suit  last  mentioned  in  said  petition,  be  stayed 
in  the  mean  time.  October  24, 1785. 

Chapter  7. 

QJiaj).  7      MESSAGE  FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY   THE  GOVERNOUR,  BY  THE 
^  '  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 
By  letters  I  have  had  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
and  by  Acts  of  Congress  Avhich  accompanied  them,  it 
appears,  that  the  representation  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress,  has  been  for  a  long  time  extremely  deficient. 
But  the  state  of  it  shews,  that  the  deficiency  is  not  attrib- 
utable to  any  want  of  attention,  either  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  or  of  its  Delegates :  altho'  for  a  few  days, 
according  to  that  state,  we  were  not  duly  represented. 
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As  obe  of  our  Delegates,  the  Honorable  Mr.  floUeii, 
has  by  his  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  signified  bis  intention 
to  set  out  on  his  return  hither,  as  soon  as  he  conveniently 
can,  after  the  first  Monday  in  November;  and  another  of 
them  may  return  soon  :  it  may  be  needful  for  you,  Gentle- 
men, to  satisfy  yourselves,  that  this  Commonwealth  will 
not  in  that  case  remain  unrepresented. 

The  letters  and  papers  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the 

S«''''«**'"y-  James  BowDom. 

Council  Chamber,  October  25,  1785. 

Chapter  8. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  TO   (JJi^aV    8 
BE    ASSESSED    ON   THE    INHABITANTS   OF   THE    COUNTY  OF  ^^ 

PLYMOUTH,  FOR  USE  OF  THE  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  Treasurer's  accounts  for 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  tha^  the  monies  granted  and 
allowed  by  the  Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  said  county ^  from  the  first  Tuesday  q/*  October,  1784, 
to  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  1785,  were  for  such  pur- 
poses  and  appropriations  as  the  law  empowered  the  said 
Court  to  provide  for;  and  that  the  said  accounts  are  right 
cast  and  well  vouched: 

Therefore  Resolvedy  That  the  said  accounts  be  allowed. 

And  wher&is  it  appears^from  an  estimate  from  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  that  the  sum  of  Three  hundred 
pounds  will  be  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  for  one 
year  next  ensuing :  Therefore^ 

Resolved ,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of 
Three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  on 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and  the  estates  lying 
within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the 
use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth.  October  25, 1786. 


Chapter  9. 

RESOLVE  CLEARING  UP  SOME  DOUBTS  IN  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE 
7th  OF  MARCH,  1782,  RESPECTING  ASSESSING  AND  OBLIGING 
DELINQUENTS  TO  PAY  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  QUOTAS,  TO  HAVE 
THE  LIKE  REMEDY  AGAINST  SAID  DELINQUENTS  OF  THEIR 
RESPECTIVE    CLASSES,  — ON  A  PETITION  OF  JACOB  SHORBT. 

Wliereas  some  persons,  pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  1th 
q/*M:n'ch,  1782,  did  procure  a  man  or  men,  and  had  (hem 
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mustered  as  soldiers  for  their  respective  Classes^  and  some 
individuals  of  their  said  Glasses^  neglect  to  pay  their  due 
proportion  towards  the  hire  and  charges  of  procuring  the 
men  as  aforesaid  ;  and  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  assess- 
ing and  obliging  such  delinquents  to  pay  their  respective 
quotas:  Therefore 

Resolvedy  That  any  person  or  persons  who  have  pro- 
cured a  man  or  men  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  like 
remedy  against  delinquents  of  their  respective  Classes  as 
aforesaid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes*  as  is  provided  in 
the  aforesaid  Resolve  of  the  seventh  of  March ^  1782. 

October  25, 1785. 

Chapter  10. 

ChaV»  10  RESOLVE    ON    THE    REPRESENTATION    OF   JAMES    BANCROFT, 
-^*  ESQ;  APPOINTING    HIM  A  COMMITTEE   TO    PROCEED  TO  THE 

WAR  OFFICE  TO  PROCURE  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PAY  ROLLS 
FOR  NINE  MONTHS  MEN,  IN  1779,  AND  TO  OBTAIN  THE  SAME, 
AND  GRANTING  TWBSTT  POUNDS,  TO  ENABLE  HIM  TO 
PROCEED  ON  THE  BUSINESS. 

On  the  representation  of  James  Bancroft,  Esq;  with 
respect  to  the  Two  thousand  men,  ordered  to  be  raised  by 
the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  June  the  eighth^  1779. 

Resofved,  That  James  Bancroft^  Esq ;  be  a  committee 
to  proceed  to  the  War  Office,  and  procure  such  extracts 
from  the  pay  rolls,  for  the  nine  months  men  raised  in  the 
year  1779,  as  are  unpaid;  and  said  committee  is  hereby 
authorized  to  obtain  said  pay  rolls  or  extracts,  on  the  best 
terms  he  can,  and  lay  them  before  this  Court,  that  justice 
may  be  done  said  men,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved j  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  James 
Bancroft  J  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  Twenty  pounds^  to  enable  him 
to  proceed  on  that  business,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same.  October  25 j  1785, 

Chapter  11. 

Chnrh     11   RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   DANIEL  CLAP,  AGENT  ON  THE 

KjaujJ.    IJ.        ESTATES    OF    JOHN    AND   DANIBL   MURRAY,   EMPOWERING 

THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  WORCBSTBR,  TO  CANCEL  THE 

BOND    AND    NOTE  MENTIONED,  AND  TO  MAKE  REASONABLE 

ALLOWANCE  TO  SAID  CLAP, 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Clap,  Agent  on  the  estates  of 
John  Murray,  Esq;  and  Daniel  Murray,  late  of  Rutland, 
in  the  county  q/' Worcester,  absentees: 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered, 
if  he  shall  judge  proper,  to  cancel  the  bond  and  note  made 
by  the  said  Daniel  Murray^  mentioned  in  the  said  peti- 
tion, and  to  make  a  reasonable  allowance  to  the  said 
Daniel  Clopj  out  of  the  money  he  shall  receive  of  the 
same  Daniel^  for  his  trouble  and  expence  as  Agent  on 
the  said  estates ;  provided  the  said  Agent  shall  complete 
a  settlement  of  the  said  estates  agreeable  to  the  rules 
prescribed  by  law.  October  25 y  1785. 


Chapter  12. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITIONS  OF  JOHN  ROIVE,  SAMUEL  DASH-  Qha'D    12 
WOOD,  AND  OTHERS,  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOUR  TO  SIGN  -^* 

AND    FORWARD   THE   LETTER   MENTIONED,   TO   THE    DELE- 
GATES FROM  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  AT  CONGRESS. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachtisette. 
To  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress. 
Gentlemen, 

The  memorials  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth,  copies  of  which  you  have  enclosed,  with 
the  papers  that  tend  to  support  the  facts  stated  in  them, 
will  suggest  to  your  consideration  a  subject  interesting  to 
many  individuals  of  this  State. 

As  this  subject  must  be  considered  and  adjusted  on 
national  principles,  and  may  properly  come  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  you  will  give  it  that  attention 
it  deserves,  and  conduct  it  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear 
to  you  most  for  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  the  indi-  * 

viduals  concerned. 

It  appears,  that  not  only  the  property  of  the  persons 
described  in  the  enclosed  papers,  but  that  the  property  of 
several  other  individuals,  citizens  of  this  State,  was, 
during  the  late  war,  taken  from  them,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances ;  taken  by  virtue  of  the  orders  of  the  British 
Commanders  in  chief  in  America  y  not  as  the  property  of 
enemies,  forfeited  to  the  captors  by  the  laws  of  war ;  but 
as  the  property  of  persons  under  their  protection,  which 
was  taken  under  the  idea  that  the  former  ownership  con- 
tinued, and  a  great  part  of  which,  was  expressly  eng  iged 
to  be  restored  by  those  Commanders  :  whence  a  just  debt 
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of  a  private  nature,  a  just  right  and  claim,  accrued  to 
each  of  those  individuals  to  demand  and  have  an  equiva- 
lent. — And  though  the  operations  of  law,  and  the  mekns 
of  recovering  those  debts,  were  suspended  during  the 
war,  as  a  consequence  of  it ;  yet  the  British  Government 
ought  not,  by  a  Legislative  act,  to  have  created,  or  now 
to  continue  legal  impediments  to  the  recovery  of  them ; 
at  least,  it  is  according  to  the  modern  laws  and  usages  of 
nations,  right  and  just,  that  the  Legislature  of  that  King- 
dom should  now  remove  those  impediments,  by  repealing 
the  latter  clause  in  the  act  of  parliament,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  or  make  other  provision  for  doing  justice  in 
this  case.  —  Considering  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
this  subject,  the  spirit  and  real  intention  of  that  clause, 
the  times  and  general  purposes  that  produced  it,  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  is  induced  to  believe, 
that,  if  Congress  should  instruct  their  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London^  to  move  this  subject,  properly  digested, 
to  that  Court,  the  Government  of  that  nation  will  so  far 
reconsider  their  former  doings  on  it,  as  to  remove  those 
impediments,  or  make  some  other  provision,  whereby 
right  and  justice  shall  be  done  to  the  parties  and  individ- 
uals more  immediately  concerned. 

Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  requested,  in  behalf  of  the  Legislature,  to 
sign  the  foregoing  letter,  and  transmit  it,  with  the  papers 
accompanying  it,  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  Congress.  October  25, 1786. 

Chapter  t3. 

ChCLX)     13  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  OLIVER  WITT,  DIRECTING  THE 
^^*  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  CERTAIN  SECURITIES  PAYABLE  IN 

THE    LAST   TAX.  IN    DISCHARGE    OF  A  BOND    FOR   THE    AP- 
PEARANCE OF  SAMUEL  STEARNS, 

On  the  petition  o/' Oliver  Witt,  setting  forth  ^  thai  he  has 
given  a  bond,  with  two  sureties,  for  the  payment  of  the 
sum  of  Two  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds  eight  shil- 
linjrs,  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth^  in  conse- 
quence of  a  judgmjent  obtained  against  him,  as  a  surety  for 
the  appearance  of  Samuel  Stearns,  who  absconded,  and 
praying  that  he  may  have  liberty  to  pay  the  same  in  public 
securities : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  of  Oliver  Witt, 
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the  Bum  of  Two  hundred  and  ninety -four  pounds  y  eight  ahtl- 
lingSy  in  those  securities  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  are 
payable  in  the  last  State  Tax,  in  full  discharge  of  the 
above  said  bond.  October  27 y  1785. 


Chapter  14. 

EESOLVB    DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER   TO  SUSPEND  ISSUING  (JhoD*   14 
HIS   EXECUTIONS   AGAINST   THE   TOWN  OF    SHERBURNE,  IN  -^ 

THE  ISLAND  OF  NANTUCKET,  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

Resolved y  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  suspend  issuing  his  executions  against  the 
town  of  JSherbumey  in  the  island  of  Nantuckety  for  those 
taxes  which  have  been,  and  which  shall  be,  assessed  on  that 
town  by  the  Legislature,  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court.  October  27 y  1785. 

Chapter  15. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EZRA  TILTON,  COLLECTOR  FOR  f%g*^    Ig 
THE  TOWN  OF    GHILMARK,  FOR  1776,  DIRECTING  THE  TRBAS-  ^'***iP*  ^^ 
URER  TO  CREDIT  HIM  WITH  THE  SUM  MENTIONED,  AND  THE 
ASSESSORS   ARE   AUTHORIZED   TO  MAKE  OUT  NEW  LISTS  OF 
THE  STATE  TAX    FOR  THAT  YEAR,  AND  THE  TREASURER  TO 
ISSUE  NEW  WARRANTS. 

On  the  petition  o/*Ezra  Tilton,  Collector  for  the  town  of 
C\i\\m2A:kyfor  the  year  1776,  setting  forth  y  that  in  the  month 
q/*  June,  1782,  he  was  forced  by  theetierny  to  deliver  up  his 
rate  lists y  warrants y  and  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
money y  which  he  had  collected  thereony  and  praying  that 
he  may  be  discharged  from  said  tax : 

liesolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  JSzra  Tiltony 
the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  Jifty  pounds y  in  old  Continen- 
tal money,  which  was  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy. 
And  the  Assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Qhilmarky  for  the 
time  being,  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make 
out  new  lists  of  the  State  Tax,  agreeably  to  the  originals 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
in  the  Assessors  books,  bearing  even  date  with  said  origi- 
nals, and  commit  them  unto  the  said  Ezra  Tilton;  and 
also  that  the  said  Assessors  make  out  new  lists  of  the 
State-  Tax,  agreeably  to  the  originals  in  the   Assessors 
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books,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundi*ed  and 
seventy-seven,  and  commit  them  unto  Elijah  Smith ^ 
Collector  of  said  town  of  Chilmark^  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven.  And  the 
said  Assessors  are  hereby  directed,  previous  to  the  deliv- 
ery of  said  lists  to  said  Collectors,  to  collect  all  the 
evidence  they  can  of  said  Collectors,  and  others,  who  did 
pay  on  the  former  lists,  and  to  credit  the  same ;  and  the 
said  Collectors  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  go 
on  and  collect  of  those  who  did  not  pay  on  their  former 
lists,  what  remains  due,  according  to  law.  And  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  send  out  new  warrants  to 
the  aforesaid  Collectors,  agreeably  to  the  returns  that  shall 
be  made  into  the  office.  October  28 ^  1785. 


Cliapter  16. 

Ohao    16  MESSAGE    FROM   HIS    EXCELLENCY'  THE    GOVERNOR,  BY  THE 
^      ^*  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
HepresentaliveSj 

I  received  yesterday  two  packets  by  the  post  from  Jfew 
York.  One  of  them  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
giving  information,  that  the  Algerines  had  declared  war 
against  the  United  States. 

As  this  event  must  greatly  affect  the  Commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  and  of  this  State  in  particular ; 
it  is  a  natural  presumption,  that  Congress  will  make  it  the 
subject  of  their  speedy  and  attentive  deliberation ;  and 
that  the  several  States,  and  this  among  the  rest,  will  very 
soon  hear  from  them  in  regard  to  it.  In  the  mean  time, 
you  will  without  doubt  think  it  proper,  that  this  intelli- 
gence, and  the  letter  upon  which  it  is  founded,  should  be 
published  in  the  newspapers,  for  the  information,  par- 
ticularly, of  those  who  are  in  the  mercantile  line. 

The  other  packet,  dated  the  18th  instant,  at  Jfew  Yorky 
is  from  Nathaniel  Sackett,  Esq ;  accompanied  with  a 
printed  copy  of  a  memorial  presented  by  him  to  Congress, 
proposing  the  settlement  of  a  new  State,  whose  bounda- 
ries are  described  in  the  memorials.  He  represents  it  as 
essentially  necessary  to  establish  a  new  State  in  the  situa- 
tion proposed,  in  order  that  it  may  be  a  barrier  against 
the  British  settlements  in  that  neighbourhood,  which  are 
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caiTying  on  with  great  rapidity. — Mr.  Sackett  thinks 
such  an  establishment  of  great  importanoe  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  memorial  should  pervade  every  State 
in  the  Union  to  bring  it  forward.  The  memorial,  with 
divers  letters  and  newspaper  accounts  printed  with  it,  are 
now  laid  before  you  for  your  consideration. 

I  have  a  few  lines  from  our  Delegates,  enclosing  a 
Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  12th  instant,  which  will  be 
delivered  to  you  by  the  Secretary,  for  your  information. 

James  •Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  Odober  27,  1785. 

Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OP  THE  CJiQ/n  17 
TOWN   OP    GRAFTON,    GRANTING    FIVE    POUNDS   TWELVE  ^* 

SHILLINGS  FOR  THE   SUPPORT    OP    SUSANNAH  JOHNS,   TO 
THE  20th  of   OCTOBER  INSTANT. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Grafton, 
praying  for  allowance  for  their  supporting  Susannah  Johns, 
an  Indian  rcoman : 

Besolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Selectmen 
of  Graf  (on  y  Five  pounds  ^  twelve  shillings  ^  in  full  for  their 
supporting  the  said  Susannah  Johns  from  the  first  day  of 
July  last,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  October  instant. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  y  That  the  Selectmen  of  Ghaf- 
ton  are  hereby  directed  to  continue  to  support  the  said 
Susannah  JohnSy  and  lay  their  account  before  the  General 
Court  for  allowance  and  payment.  October  27 y  1785. 

Chapter   18. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  RICHARD  DBVENS,  ESQ;  ONE  THOUSAND  ni^rn  1ft 
SIX  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  TO  SUPPLY  LIGHT  HOUSES  WITH  ^'^F'  ^^ 
OIL. 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  Richard  DevenSy  Esq ;  Commissary 
General,  the  sum*  of  Sixteen  hundred  poundsy  out  of  the 
monies  arising  from  the  several  light  houses  within  this 
Commonwealth,  to  enable  him  to  supply  the  said  light 
houses  with  oil,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  same.  October  27 y  1785. 
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Chapter  19. 

ChaV     19  IIE80LVE  GRANTING  RICHARD  DBVBNS,  ESQ;  ONE  THOUSAND 
-^*  NINB   HUNDRED  POUNDS,   TO    SUPPLY  THE    GARRISON    AT 

THE  CASTLE  WITH  RATIONS,  &c. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  Commissary  General^  represent- 
ing  that  it  is  necessary  he  should  be  tmpplied  with  money 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  garrison  at  the  Castle  with 
rationSj  wood^  doathing^  i&c,  and  to  pay  the  guard  at  the 
Powder  Magazine^  the  hire  of  the  sloop  in  which  the  Qom- 
missioners  went  to  the  eastward^  and  for  the  cloathing^ 
rations  and  other  necessaries  for  the  prisoners  ordered  to  be 
confined  on  the  Castle : 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  Richard  Devens^  Esq ;  Commissary 
General,  the  sum  o(  Nineteen  hundred  pounds^  to  be  applied 
for  the  said  purposes,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  same.  October  27 ^  1785. 

Chapter  SO. 

ChaT}     20  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  ENDICOTT,  OF  DAN- 
^*  VERS,    IN    ESSEX  COUNTY,    AUTHORIZING    HIM   TO    ENTER 

HIS    APPEAL    AT   THE    SUPREME    JUDICIAL   COURT,    TO    BE 
HOLDEN  AT  SALEM,  NOVEMBER,  1786. 

Whereas  Samuel  Endicott,  o/*Danvers,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  hath  represented  to  this  Court,  that  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Salem,  in  said  county  q/"  Essex, 
in  July,  1782,  one  Timothy  Patch,  obtained  a  judgment 
of  the  same  Court  on  a  demurrer,  against  the  said  Samuel, 
071  a  note  of  hand  for  One  hundred  eighty-seven  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  damages  and  costs  of 
suit,  from  which  judgment  the  sfiid  Samuel  appealed  to  the 
then  next  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be  holden  at  Salem 
aforesaid,  in  November,  1782 ;  but  through  illness  and 
disorder,  the  said  Samuel  was  prevented  from  entering  his 
said  appeal,  and  unable  to  instruct  an  attorney  to  that  pur- 
pose;  and  by  reason  thereof ,  judgment  was  rendered  against 
him  at  the  said  term  of  the  same  Court,  on  the  complaint  of 
the  said  Timothy,  for  One  hundred  and  ninetj''  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings  and  ten  pence  damages,  and  Five 
pounds,  five  shillings  and  four  pence  costs  of  suit;  and  that 
he,  the  said  Samuel,  by  reason  of  his  said  illness,  hath 
wholly  lost  the  benefit  of  a  tried  of  the  said  auction,  and  hath 
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petitioned  this  Court  for  relief  in  that  behalf :  and  whereas 
the  said  Timothy  hath  been  duly  notified  to  appear  and  shew 
cause^  and  hath  shewn  no  sufficient  cause  why  the  prayer 
of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted;  Therefore: 

Hesoltedj  That  the  said  Samuel  EndicoU  be,  and  be 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  enter  his  appeal  from  the  said 
judgment  of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  July^ 
1782,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  be  holden  at  Salem 
aforesaid,  on^  the  first  Tuesday  of  November ^  1785  ;  and 
the  Justices  of  the  same  Court  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  hear  and  determine  the  same  action,  and  to 
proceed  therein  in  all  respects  as  if  the  same  action  had 
been  duly  entered  at  the  said  Court  in  November^  1782 ; 
and  if  the  said  Samuel  shall  enter  his  appeal  as  aforesaid, 
of  the  action  aforesaid,  and  shall  not  suffer  a  default  there- 
in, the  said  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in 
November^  1782,  shall  become  null  and  void,  and  beholden 
of  no  effect  whatever ;  and  no  execution  shall  issue  on  the 
same  judgment,  until  the  said  Samuel  shall  have  failed  to 
enter  his  appeal  of  the  said  action  as  aforesaid,  or  after 
entry  shall  have  suffered  a  default  thorein. 

October  28, 1785.' 

Chapter  21. 

RESOLVE  PENSIONING  JOSIAH  CONVERSE  ONE  THIRD  PAY  AS  ChaV.   21 

AN  ENSIGN.  -^* 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensio7ierSy  in  behalf  of  Josiah  Converse,  Ensign  in  the 
third  Massachusetts  regiment: 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  Josiah  Converse  be  entitled  to 
one-third  part  of  the  pay  of  an  Ensign,  from  the  thirtieth 
AsiY  oi  November y  1782,  until  the  future  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  or  Congress.  October  28, 1785. 

Chapter  22. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF   JOHN  ROBINS,  A   PRISONER   Qhan    22 
IN    CONCORD  GOAL.  DIRECTING   HIS    LIBERATION,  ON    CON-  ^* 

DITION. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Robins,  a  prisoner  in  the  goal 
at  Concord,  m  the  county  of  Middlesex,  praying  that  he 
may  be  liberated  from  said  goal: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  John  Robins  be  so  far 
granted,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition,  that  the 
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keeper  of  the  goal  at  Concord  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empow- 
ered and  directed  forthwith  to  liberate  and  discbarge  the 
body  of  the  said  John  Robins  from  his  continement,  by 
virtue  of  an  execution  in  favour  of  this  Commonwealth , 
on  condition  the  said  John  Robins  pay  the  cost  of  com- 
mitment and  prison  charges.  October  28y  1785 > 

Chapter  23. 

Chap.    23  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSHUA  ROBERTS,  GRANTING 
-^  JOHN   HILL,  ESQ;    OSE   POUND   FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND 

NINE  PENCE. 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Roberts,  praying  that  he 
might  be  paid  foi'  Doctor  Moses  Carr's  hill  for  attending 
his  son  Samuel  Roberts,  a  soldier^  whilst  he  lay  sick  in  the 
year  1780 : 

Resolved  J  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  John  Hill^  Esq ;  One  pound 
fifteen  shillings  and  nine  pence^  in  full  of  Doctor  Moses 
Carres  bill  against  Joshua  Roberts^  for  medicine  and 
attendance  on  his  son  Samuel.  October  28^  1785. 

Chapter  24. 

Chat)    24  MESSAGE    FROM   HIS   EXCELLENCY   THE    GOVERNOR,    BY  THE 
'^'  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate j  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

Two  of  the  Agents  of  this  Commonwealth,  viz.  —  The 
Honorable  John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan^  Esq'rs.  ap- 
pointed to  support  our  claim  a^inst  New  York^  to  lands 
lying  west  of  Hudson^s  iJiVer,  nave  by  their  letter  to  me 
of  tne  24th  instant,  which  I  received  yesterday,  repre- 
sented the  present  state  of  that  affair,  and  have  desired, 
that  it  may  be  communicated  to  the  Legislature.  Accord- 
ingly, Gentlemen,  the  said  letter,  with  letters  to  them 
from  our  Delegates  in  Congress  on  the  same  subject,  will 
be  laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary,  that  you  may  give 
instructions  to  our  Agents  in  this  business,  for  their  future 
conduct. 

The  said  Agents  thought  it  needful  to  ascertain  the 
true  latitude  of  the  north  and  south  boundary  lines  of  the 
old  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  for  that  purpose  employed 
Doctor    Williams^   the    Professor  of   Mathematics    and 
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Natural  Philosophy  at  our  University  at  Cambridge;  and 
accordingly  he  has  made  some  progress  in  that  business ; 
having  had  from  the  Secretary's  office,  a  number  of  ancient 
plans  and  papers  that  relate  to  those  lines.  — Doctor  WiU 
liainSj  by  a  letter  I  have  lately  had  from  him,  represents 
that  those  and  other  impoitant  plans  and  papers  relative 
to  our  boundary  lines,  are  in  a  very  worn  and  decayed 
state,  and  that  unless  they  are  immediately  copied,  and 
the  copies  authenticated,  they  will  be  wholly  lost  to  the 
Government :  to  which  the  loss  of  them  would  be  very 
detrimental  in  any  future  questions  concerning  those  lines. 
He  also  observes,  that  it  is  needful  that  Woodwar(rs  and 
Sqffery's  station,  on  which  all  our  lines  with  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut  depend,  should  be  ascertained  in  the  man- 
ner, and  for  the  reasons  he  has  mentioned. 

As  I  apprehend  it  necessary,  that  those  plans  and  papers 
should  be  copied  and  authenticated,  and  that  the  said 
station  should  be  ascertained,  I  would  recommend,  in 
case  this  should  be  your  opinion,  that  Doctor  Williams 
be  requested  to  see  this  business  speedily  and  faithfully 
executed.  j^^^^  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  October  28,  1785. 

Chapter  25. 

EESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION   OF   JOHN    WAIT,   EMPOWERING   OAaO    25 
COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEWERS  TO  APPORTION  AND  ASSESS  A  -^* 

TAX  ON  PROPRIETORS  OP  A  GREAT-SWAMP,  PARTLY  IN 
WHATSLY  AND  PARTLY  IN  DEERFIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Wait,  praying  that  Mess*rs. 
Ebenezer  Hunt,  Levi  Shephard  and  Elijah  Hunt,  appointed 
by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Council  of  the  Com- 
monwealth^  on  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1785,  to  be  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers  for  draining  a  certain  Swamp,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Great  Swamp,  lying  partly  in  Whately 
and  partly  in  Deerfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  may 
be  authorized  to  assess  the  Proprietors  of  the  said  Swamp 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  for  the  expences  occasioned 
by  what  has  already  been  done  in  that  service: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  apportion 
and  assess  upon  the  Proprietors  of  the  aforesaid  Swamp, 
a  tax  oi  Seventy-six  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  sixpence^ 
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for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  arrears  of  the  debt  incuri'ed 
in  draining  the  said  Swamp,  by  direction  of  Commissioners 
formerly  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  also  such  further 
sum  as  the  Commissioners  first  abovenamed  shall  think 
necessary  to  compleet  the  object  of  their  commission,  and 
pay  the  cost  that  have  been  or  may  be  occasioned  by 
reason  of  the  service  aforesaid.  November  i,  1785. 


Chapter  26. 
Ghav   26  resolve  on  the  memorial  of  Jonathan  jackson,  esq; 

-^*  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  NOTES  TO  HIM  FOR 

THE    LOSS    OP    SHIPS    MONMOUTH    AND     VENGEANCE,    AT 
PENOBSCOT. 

On  the  memorial  o/ Jonathan  Jackson,  Esq;  praying 
permission  to  take  out  his  notes  from  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth y  for  the  sums  due  to  him  on  account  of  the 
ships  Monmouth  and  Vengeance,  lost  in  the  expedition 
against  Ponobscot,  and  for  a  sufficient  warrant  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  thirty  pounds, 
one  shilling  and  nine  pence,  in  lieu  of  an  ordei*  drawn  by 
the  General  Courtis  Committee y  and  that  interest  may  be 
allowed  thereon: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed,  in  behalf 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  give  to  the  said  Jackson  a  note 
bearing  date  the  fifth  day  of  July^  A.D.,  1779,  in  the  form 
of  the  notes  called  Consolidated  Notes,  for  such  sum  as 
was  on  that  day  due  to  him  for  the  vessels  aforesaid, 
taking  proper  receipts  therefor. 

And  it  is  farther  Resolved  ^  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds ^  thirteen 
shillings  and  ninepence^  to  the  said  Jackson^  due  to  him 
for  his  sei^vices  and  expences  as  a  Delegate  from  this 
Commonwealth  in  Congress,  as  allowed  and  certified 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  by  their  draft  on  the 
Treasury,  dated  October  22,  1783,  for  the  sum  of  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds ^  one  shilling  and  nine  pence^  in 
favour  of  said  Jackson^  which  with  interest  thereon, 
amounts  to  the  sum  first  mentioned ;  he,  the  said  Jackson^ 
discharging  said  order  and  draft  of  said  committee. 

November  2  y  1783. 
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Chapter  21. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF  THE   WIDOW  AND  HEIRS  AT  QhaT)     27 
LAW  OP  THE  ESTATE  OF  THOMAS  HALL,  LATE  OF  BILLER--  ^* 

ICA,  EMPOWERING  EDWARD  FARMER,  ESQ;    TO   SELL   THE 
PREMISES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  widow  and  heirs  at  law  of  the 
estate  q/*  Thomas  Hall,  late  of  ^\\\eiV\c2L,  praying  for  liberty 
to  sell  the  said  widow's  dower ^  and  to  purchase  real  estate 
that  might  be  more  advantageous  to  said  petitioners : 

Resolved^  That  Edward  Farmer ^  Esq  ;  be  invested  with 
full  power  to  sell  said  premises,  for  the  most  they  will 
fetch,  and  to  give  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or 
deeds  of  the  same,  and  to  lay  out  the  proceeds  in  real 
estate,  where  it  will  best  serve  the  interest  of  said  widow 
and  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  HalU  he,  giving  bonds  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex^  with  suffi- 
cient sureties,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  said  trust,  and 
that  said  estate  shall  revert  back  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Holly  at  the  death  of  said  widow,  to  be  settled  among 
said  heirs  agreeably  to  law.  Novemb&r  2, 1785. 


Chapter  28. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ISSACHAR  SNELL,  GRANTING   rrj^«>    OQ 
HIM  SIX  POUNDS  FIVE  SHILLINGS  AND  FOUR  PESCB,  IN  A   ^'*^F*  ^^ 
CONSOLIDATED  NOTE,  BEING  FOR  VALUE  OF  CERTAIN  PRIZES 
m  THE  LATE  STATE  LOTTERY. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Issachar  SneU  ^  pj'aying  he  maybe 
paid  the  value  of  sundry  prizes  he  drew  in  the  first  and 
second  class  of  the  late  State  Lottery : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  a  Consolidated  Note, 
to  Issachar  Snell^  the  sum  of  Six  pounds^  five  shillings 
and  four  pence,  being  the  value  of  three  prizes  drawn  in 
the  first,  and  four  in  the  second  class  of  the  late  State 
Lottery,  viz.  —  No.  16861,  ten  dollars;  16863,  fijty  dol- 
lars; 16866,  seventy-five  dollars,  in  the  first  class:  and 
No.  Uddjfifty  dollars,  and  numbers  4502,  4503,  4504, 
fifteen  dollars  each,  in  the  second  class ;  provided  the 
said  Snell  shall  produce  the  above  numbered  tickets  at 
the  Treasurer's  office,  November  3, 1785. 
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Chapter  29. 

Chap.  29    MESSAGE   FROM   HIS   EXCELLENCY  THE   GOVERNOR,  BY  THE 
^  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Megresentattves , 

By  the  letter  accompanying  the  last  requisition  of  Con- 
gress, and  by  the  urgent  letter  that  followed  it  from  the 
Treasury  Board,  you  must  be  impressed  with  the  idea  of 
the  great  importance  of  complying  with  that  requisition, 
and  discharging  the  arrearages  of  former  requisitions. 
On  the  same  subject,  I  yesterday  received  a  Resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  12th  of  October^  earnestly  calling  on  the 
several  States  to  compleet,  without  delay,  the  whole  of 
their  quotas  of  those  requisitions. 

The  Resolution  was  attended  with  letters  from  the 
Secretary  of  Congress  and  the  Board  of  Treasury,  dated 
the  fifteenth  and  twenty-fifth  of  Octobery  again  urging, 
with  great  importunity,  a  speedy  compliance,  for  which 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  stands  pledged,  and  on 
which  their  reputation  and  credit,  not  only  with  their 
own  citizens,  but  with  foreigners  in  general,  and  espe- 
cially with  those  who  have  loaned  to  them  large  sums,  do 
essentially  depend. 

These  letters,  with  the  other  referred  to,  are  so  full  on 
the  same  subject,  that  there  can  be  no  occasion  to  add 
any  thing  by  way  of  motive  to  induce  you.  Gentlemen,  to 
take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  a  com- 
pleet fulfilment  of  those  several  requisitions. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  November  3,  1785. 

Chapter  30. 

ChaV     30  RESOLVE  ON  HIS  EXCELLENCY'S  MESSAGE,  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF 
-^*  REPRESENTATION  IN  CONGRESS,  DIRECTING  THE   ATTEND- 

ANCE OF  THREE  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN  ELECTED  THIS  YEAR. 
AND  THEIR  CONSTANT  ATTENDANCE  AS  OFTEN  AS  THE 
BODY  SHALL  BE  SmiNG,  AND  RECOMMENDING  TO  THE 
GENTLEMEN  TO  AGREE  WITH  THEMSELVES  WHO  OF  THEM 
SHALL  NOW  PROCEED  TO  CONGRESS. 

Whereas  it  appeareth  to  this  Courts  that^for  want  of  a 
compleet  representation  of  the  several  States  in  Congress^ 


1785.  —  October  Session.  751 

<*  the  great  interests  of  the  Union  have  frequently  been^  and 
continue  to  be  neglected  or  delayed:*^  And  whereas^  for 
remedying  thereof  Congress  ham  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  several  States y  "  that  each  State,  at  all  times  when 
Congress  are  sitting,  be  hereafter  represented  by  Three 
Members  at  least: "   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  mind  and  expectation  of  this 
Court,  that  three  of  the  gentlemen,  chosen  Delegates  to 
represent  this  State  in  Congress  for  the  current  year,  do 
forthwith  attend  that  service,  and  continue  to  give  their 
constant  attendance  in  Congress  as  often  as  that  body 
shall  be  sitting,  during  the  present  year  for  which  they 
are  chosen.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  sev- 
eral gentlemen  who  have  been  chosen  Delegates  for  the 
current  year,  forthwith  to  agree  among  themselves  which 
of  them  shall  now  proceed  to  Congress,  so  as  with  the 
member  or  members  already  there,  to  compleet  the  number 
of  three  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  the  further  expectation  of  this  Court,  That  no 
Delegate  from  this  State,  who  shall  have  accepted  his 
appomtment  and  taken  his  seat  in  Congress  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  shall  quit  his  seat  and  attendance  there,  unless 
in  case  of  sickness  or  extreme  necessity,  until  his  year  is 
expired,  or  until  some  other  Delegate,  from  this  State, 
shall  arrive  at  Congress  to  take  his  place. 

November  4, 1785, 


Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE    ENTITLING    CAPT.    SILAS    CLARKE  TO    ONE    THIRD 
PAY,  — IN  CASE,  &o. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners^  in  favour  of  Capt.  Silas  Clark,  who  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  o/"  Monmouth  : 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Silas  Clark,  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  entitled  to  receive  an  annual  pension,  equal  to  one 
third  part  of  the  pay  of  a  Captain,  to  commence  the  first  day 
of  January,  1781,  and  continue  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court,  or  of  Congress ;  provided  the  said  Clark, 
previously  to  his  receiving  any  part  of  said  pension,  or  to 
his  being  entered  on  the  pension  list  of  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  return  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  to 
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the  pay  ofSce  of  the  United  States,  or  such  other  ofBce  as 
shall  be  designated  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  shall  produce  to  John  Lvxxls^  Com- 
missary of  Pensioners  for  this  Commonwealth,  or  his 
successor  in  office,  a  certificate,  signed  by  such  officer 
as  Congress  has  already  appointed,  or  shall  hereafter 
appoint  to  give  the  same,  by  which  it  shall  appear  that 
the  said  Clark  has  entirely  relinquished  his  said  commu- 
tation. NoveTtiber  4, 1785. 

Chapter  32. 

Chan   32  resolve  on  the  petition  of  david  lbosard  barnes, 

^*  AGENT    ON    THE    ESTATE    OF    CHARLES    CURTIS,    AN    AB- 

SENTEE, STRIKING  OUT  THE  CLAIM  OF  THOMAS  AMORT 
AND  ENOCH  GREENLEAF,  FROM  THE  LIST  OF  CLAIMS  ON 
SAID  ESTATE. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Leonard  Barnes,  Agent  on  the 
estate  of  Charles  Curtis,  an  absentee,  whose  estate  appears 
to  be  insolvent : 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  Tho7nas  Amory  and  Enoch 
Greenleaf  on  the  estate  of  the  said  Curtis,  which  has 
been  allowed  by  the  Commissioners,  be  struck  out  of  the 
list  of  claims  on  said  estate,  the  said  Oreenleaf  (the^  sur- 
viving partner  of  said  Amory  and  Greenleaf)  having  given 
his  consent  thereto :  and  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, 
to  order  distribution  of  said  estate,  as  if  the  said  claim 
had  never  been  allowed  by  said  Commissioners. 

November  4, 1785. 

Chapter  33. 

Char)    33  Resolve    granting   the  selectmen  op  the  town   of 

y    u,^.   %i%j        DRACUT,    TWELVE     POUNDS    THIRTEEN     SHILLINGS    AND 
FOUR  PENCE,  FOR  PROVIDING  FOR  JOHN  LLOYD'S  FAMILY. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Selectmen 
of  the  town  of  Dracut,  Twelve  pounds,  thirteen  shillings 
and  four  pence,  in  full  of  their  account  for  providing  for 
John  Lloyd  and  family,  who  were  poor  and  strangers, 
from  the  29th  oi  January  to  the  16th  oi  April,  1785. 

November  6, 1786. 
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Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE    REQUESTING    HIS   EXCELLENCY  TO    ASK    THE    LOAN   Ckup.  34 
OF  SUCH  A  JJUMBER  OF  BRASS  FIELD    PIECES,  AS   MAY   BE  ^ 

REQUISITE  FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COMPANIES  OF  ARTILLERY 
FORMED  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

Whereas  there  is  not  at  present  in  the  possession  of  this 
Commonwealth  y  a  sufficient  number  of  brass  field  pieces 
to  endow  the  several  Companies  of  Artillery  to  be  raised 
within  the  same^  according  to  law;  and  as  there  is  a  number 
of  field  pieces  belonging  to  the  United  States ^  now  lying 
in  a  useless  situation  in  several  towns  in  this  Common- 
wealth : 

Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  ask  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  the  loan  of  such  a  number  of  brass 
field  pieces,  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  several  Companies 
of  Artillery  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  formed,  in 
this  Commonwealth,  to  be  returned  in  good  order,  when- 
ever the  said  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
require  the  same.  November  5, 1785. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF   SAMUEL   BROWN,   ESQ;   CON-  CJiaV)     35 
FIRMING  A  DEED  MENTIONED.  ^* 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Brown,  Esq;  praying  con- 
firmation of  a  deed,  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  July, 
Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-- 
four,  made  by  the  late  Rev,  Jonathan  Edwards,  deceased, 
granting  to  Samuel  Brown,  lately  deqeased,  about  twenty- 
two  acres  of  land,  lying  in  Stockbridge,  which  deed 
was  not  acknowledged  by  the  said  Jonathan  in  his  life 
time : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted ; 
that  the  said  deed  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  confirmed ; 
and  that  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  said  Samuel  Brown, 
deceased,  have  and  hold  the  tract  of  land  therein  de- 
scribed, in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  or  could  have 
done,  if  the  same  deed  had  been  acknowledged  hy  the 
said  Jonathan  Edicards  in  his  life  time. 

November  5,  1785. 
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Chapter  36. 

Chap.    36  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOSBPH  AARON,  AND  OTHEES, 
^  INDIANS,  OF   GRAFTON,  DIRECTING    THE  TRUSTEES  TO  LAY 

THEIR  ACCOUNTS  BEFORE  THE  GENERAL  COURT  FOR  AL- 
LOWANCE, AND  DIRECTING  NATHANIEL  SHERMAN  TO  SERVE 
THE  TRUSTEES  WITH  A  COPY  OF  THE  PETITION,  AND 
RESOLVE  THEREON. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Aaron,  and  others j  Indians^ 
of  Grafton,  in  the  county  of  Worcester^  praying  for  the 
payment  of  their  interest  of  the  money  which  arose  from 
the  sale  of  their  landsy  now  in  the  hands  of  Edward  Raw- 
son,  Willis  Hall,  and  Stephen  Mainard,  Esquires^  Trus- 
tees for  said  Indians: 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  Trustees  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  directed  to  lay  their  accounts,  respecting  said 
Joseph  and  others,  before  the  General  Court,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  their  next  sitting,  for  examination ; 
and  that  Capt.  Nathaniel  Sherman^  of  Grafton  aforesaid, 
serve  said  Trustees  with  a  copy  of  the  petition,  and  the 
Court's  order  thereon,  ten  days  at  least  before  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court.  November  5,  1785. 


Chapter  37. 

Chajy    37  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  jonas  temple,  empower- 

-^  '  ING  THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE    FOR    WORCESTER    COUNTY, 

TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  LATE  C0M»fISS10NERS  ON  THE  ESTATE 
OF  WILLIAM  CRAWFORD,  TO  EXAMINE  THE  CLAIMS  OF 
SAID   PETITIONER. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonas  Temple,  praying  that  Uie 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  might  be 
empowered  to  direct  the  Commissioners  on  the  estate  of 
William  Crawford,  late  of  Shrewsbury,  an  absentee^  to 
receive^  examine  and  allow  the  claims  of  the  said  petitioner  ^ 
so  far  as  they  may  appear  just: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester y  be,  and  he  is,  empowered  and  directed  to 
authorize  the  said  Commissioners  to  receive  and  examine 
the  claims  of  the  said  petitioner,  on  the  said  estate,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  timely  presented  there- 
for, and  to  allow  them  such  further  time  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  he  shall  judge  necessary.         November  5,  1785. 
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Chap.  38 


Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  BOLKCOM  AND  DAVID 
BOLKCOM,  AUTHORIZING  THEM  TO  MAKE  A  GOOD  WAR- 
RANTEE  DEED  OF  THE   ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Bolkcom  and  David  Bolkcom, 
executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  SvLmuel  Bolkcom, 
deceased  J  praying  for  permission  to  execute  a  deed  of  the 
estate  of  said  deceased  to  one  Edmund  Carpenter,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  said  John  Bolkcom  and  David 
Bolkcom^  in  their  capacity  of  executors  as  aforesaid,  are 
hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  suflScient  warrantee  deed  or  deeds  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  said  Samriel  Bolkcom^  deceased, 
to  the  said  Edmund  Carpenter^  they  first  giving  bonds 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester^  to 
appropriate  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  estate 
to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  by  law  are  directed. 

November  5,  1785. 

Chapter  39. 

MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY   THE   GOVERNOR    BY   THE  (JJiQ/p^   39 
SECRETARY.  -*" 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

I  have  before  me  a  bill,  entitled,  '<  An  act  making 
additional  provision  for  the  punishment  of  frauds  and 
misdemeanours.*'  — 

This  bill  makes  provision,  that  alV  persons,  now  under 
sentence  of  confinement  to  hard  labour,  for  the  term  of 
one  year  or  more^  in  the  house  of  correction,  .shall  be 
removed  to  CaMle  Island^  in  the  harbour  of  Boston^  there 
to  be  employed  during  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which 
they  are  sentenced. 

As  the  residue  of  the  term,  in  many  instances,  may  be 
very  short,  and  the  removal  of  the  criminal,  in  that  case, 
answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  the  Commonwealth,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  be  attended  with  a  considerable  expence, 
especially  when  the  removal  is  from  a  great  distance ; 
would  it  not  be  adviseable,  Gentlemen,  to  add  to  that 
clause  a  proviso,  that  the  residue  of  the  term  should  be  a 
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given  number  of  months :  such  a  number  as  you  shall 
think  proper? 

By  this  bill,  and  by  most  of  our  criminal  laws  as  they 
now  stand,  criminals  of  almost  every  species,  and  from 
every  part  of  the  Conunon wealth,  are  adjudicable  to  hard 
labour  at  Castle  Island.  It  may  be  expected,  therefore, 
that  in  a  short  time  there  will  be  a  great  number  of  them 
sent  thither ;  who  being  of  the  most  flagitious  and  aban- 
doned  characters,  will  attempt  any  desperate  measure  to 
procure  their  liberty.  The  barrack  there  is  the  only 
place  provided  for  their  reception,  and  for  keeping  them 
secure  in  the  night,  and  during  the  intervals  of  labour. 
Would  it  not  \)e  proper.  Gentlemen,  that  the  barrack 
should  l>e  palisadoed,  and  in  otlier  resj^ects  made  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  prevent  their  escape :  and  at  the  same 
time  so  contrived,  that  they  could  not  easily  combine  in 
any  desperate  attempt  to  eflect  it? 

The  first  part  of  this  message.  Gentlemen,  you  will 
please  to  consider,  not  as  an  objection  to  the  bill,  grounded 
on  a  certain  principle  of  the  Constitution,  but  only  as 
suggesting  what  may  be  thought  a  suitable  limitation  to 
the  operation  to  one  clause  of  it;  and  which  you  will 
adopt,  or  not,  as  you  shall  judge  proper. 

The  latter  part  of  it,  concerning  the  barrack  for  crimi- 
nals, I  cannot  but  apprehend  you  will  think,  that  it 
merits  your  consideration.  j^^^^  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  November  5,  1785. 


Chapter  40. 

Chan   40  i^^solve  on  the  petition  of  joshua  bragdon,  author- 

-^  IZING   HIM  TO    FILE  THE   COMPLAINT  MENTIONED,  AT    THE 

supreme  judicial  court,  next  to  be  HOLDEN  at  BOS' 
TON,  AGAINST  SAMUEL  WILLARD,  HE  NOTIFYING  SAID 
WILLARD  THEREOF. 

On  the  petition  of  Joshua  Bragdon,  praying  for  per^ 
mission  to  enter  and  prosecute  to  effect,  at  the  next  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  to  be  holden  at  ^o^Xon,  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  a  complaint  against  Samuel  Willard,  o/'Sanford, 
in  the  county  of  York,  husbandman,  for  not  prosecuting  an 
appeal  by  him,  the  said  Samuel,  claimed  from  a  judgment 
recovered  by  the  said  Bragdon  against  the  said  Willard,  by 
default,  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at  York, 
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j^OT  the  county  of  York,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
ber, 1784,  ybr  reasons  in  said  petition  set  forth: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joshua  Bragdon  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  file  a  complaint  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  next  to  be  holden  at  Boston ^  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  against  the  said  Samuel  Willard,  for  not  prose- 
cuting his  said  appeal  at  the  last  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
at  York,  for  the  county  of  York;  and  the  said  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
render  judgment  upon  said  complaint,  in  the  same  manner 
as  though  the  same  had  been  entered  and  prosecuted  at 
the  last  term  of  said  Court's  sitting  for  the  county  of  York, 
provided  that  no  more  costs  be  taxed  than  would  have 
been  if  judgment  had  been  rendered  at  the  said  last  term 
in  the  county  of  York;  and  execution  shall  issue  accord- 
ingly, he,  the  said  Bragdon,  producing  the  necessary  copies, 
and  causing  the  said  Willard  to  be  served  with  an  attested 
copy  of  his  petition  and  this  Resolve,  fourteen  days  prior 
to  the  last  Tuesday  of  Febi^ary  next,  and  a  due  return  of 
such  service  to  be  made  by  the  Sherift'  of  the  county  of 
York,  or  his  deputy.  November  7,  1785. 


Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE    PETITION  OF  JOSBPH   WILDER,  EMPOWER-  QhaV     41 
ING  HIM    TO    ENTER    HIS    APPEAL    IN    THE    ACTION    MEN-  ^' 

TIONED,  AT  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  BE  HOLDEN 
AT  WORCESTER,  IN  APRIL  NEXT,  HE  NOTIFYING  PBTER 
WOODBURY  AND  AMMl  FAULKNER. 

On  the  petition  o/^Josejih  MVilder,  praying  to  be  epipow^ 
ered  to  enter  his  appeal  in  an  action  against  Peter  Wood- 
bury and  Ammi  Faulkner,  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
which  he  failed  to  enter  from  a  misapprehension  of  the 
pleadings  in  the  cause : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Wilder,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  empowered  to  enter  his  appeal  in  the  action  aforesaid 
at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  be  holden  at  Worcester, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  on  the  Tuesday  next 
preceding  the  last  Tuesday  in  April  next ;  and  the  same 
being  so  entered,  the  said  Court  may  proceed  thereon  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  entered  at  the  Court 
appealed  to,  and  continued  to  the  Court  in  April  aforesaid, 
excepting  that  the  said  Joseph  shall  recover  no  costs  for 
the  term  appealed  to ;  and  provided  that  he  cause  the  said 
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Peter  and  Ammi  to  be  served  with  an  attested  copy  of  his 
said  petition  and  this  Resolve  thereon,  fourteen  days  at 
least  previous  to  the  said  Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last 
Tuesday  in  April  next ;  and  that  if  the  said  Joseph  shall 
fail  to  enter  his  appeal  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Peter  and 
Ammi  may  enter  their  complaint  for  their  costs  in  the  said 
action,  which  the  Court  are  hereby  empowered  to  adjudge 
them.  November  7, 1785. 

Chapter  42. 

Chav   42  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  rachel  amos  and  jemima 

^'  SAWOMMOG,  INDIAN  WOMEN,  DIRECTING  THE  GUARDIANS 

TO  THE  GAT  HEAD  INDIANS,  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  LAND 
DESCRIBED. 

On  the  petition  o/'Rachel  Amos  and  Jemima  Sawommog, 
Indian  women  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  praying  for  liberty 
to  sell  a  tract  of  wild^  unimproved  land^  lying  in  the  toton 
of  Chilmark : 

JResolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  guardians  to  the  Gay  Head  Indians, 
make  sale  of  the  land  described  in  the  petition,  at  public 
vendue,  or  private  sale,  they  giving  timely  and  public 
notice  of  the  sale,  —  and  the  money  arising  from  the  sale, 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  petitioners,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  said  guardians.  November  7,  1785. 

Chapter  43. 

Char)   43  absolve  confirming  a  grant  op  land  to  arthur  lbe, 

^'  ESQ;  OF  SIX  THOUSAND  ACRES,  LYING  EASTWARD  OF  SACO 

RIVER,  LAID   OUT   TO  HIM    BY   ORDER    OF    THE    GENERAL 
COURT,    FOR   SERVICES  AS    AGENT  IN    GREAT  BRITAIN,  IN 

1775. 

Whereas  the  General  Court ,  on  the  21st  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  did  make  a  grant  to  the 
Hon.  Arthur  Lee,  Usq;  of  six  thousand  acres  of  the  unap- 
propriated  land  in  this  State^  lyi^ig  easterly  of  Saco  River ; 
and  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the  said  General  Court, 
the  same  has  been  surveyed,  and  a  plan  thereof  taken  and 
returned  to  the  Court  aforesaid,  bounded  and  described  as 
followeth :  —  Beginning  at  a  certain  Birch  Tree,  standing 
on  the  west  side  line  of  No.  4,  and  on  the  lot  No.  13,  la^ 
marked;  thence  running  north^  fourteen  degrees  loesty  one 
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thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  rods  to  a  Spruce  TreCy  a 
corner  J  trees  being  well  marked  about  it;  —  thence  running 
south  seventy 'SIX  degrees  west^  one  thousand  and  four  rods 
to  a  Cedar  Tree,  a  coimer^  standing  on  the  easterly  side 
line  of  a  township^  known  by  the  name  of  Waterford,  — 
trees  being  well  marked  about  the  said  comer;  thence  run-- 
ning  south  twenty-fve  degrees  east^  one  thousand  one  hun^ 
dred  and  seventy-five  rods  to  a  large  Pine  Tree^  a  comer; 
thence  north  seventy-six  degrees  east,  eighty-four  rods  to  a 
pond;  then  continuing  across  the  said  pond,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  rods;  then  continuing  the  same  course,  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  rods,  to  the  tree  first  mentioned: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  plan  aforesaid  be  accepted, 
and  the  lands  therein  delineated  and  described,  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  confirmed  to  the  abovesaid  Arthur  Lee, 
Esq ;  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

November  8,  1785. 


Chapter  44. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  BILDRETB,  LIBERATING  QhaV     44 
HIM  FROM  GOAL,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  ON  CERTAIN  ^' 

CONDITION. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Hildreth,  now  committed  to  the 
common  goal  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  two  judgments 
in  favour  of  the  Oommonwealth,  in  the  whole  amounting  to 
One  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  nine  shillings  and  four 
pence,  —  declaring  that  he  hath  not  now  any  property  to 
satisfy  the  same,  and  praying  to  be  released  from  his 
imprisonment,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  said  Hildreth^s  making  and  sign- 
ing his  promissory  note  to  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  Treasurer, 
and  his  successors  in  oflSce,  for  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
and  fifteen  pounds  and  four  pence,  being  the  contents 
of  said  judgment,  and  costs  of  executions  thereon  and 
commitment,  payable  on  demand,  with  interest  till  paid, 
and  delivering  the  same  to  the  keeper  of  the  said  goal, 
and  paying  prison  charges,  he  be  liberated  from  his 
imprisonment  on  the  aforesaid  judgments ;  and  the  said 
keeper  of  the  goal  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  the  said 
note  to  the  Treasurer,  and  file  an  attested  copy  of  this 
Resolve  in  the  Clerk's  office,  with  the  executions  by  virtue 
of  which  the  said  Hildreth  was  committed. 

November  5, 1786. 
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Chapter  45. 

Ghar>   45  resolve  on  the  petition  of  vvilliam  le  bahos,  direct- 

-^*  ING    THE    treasurer  TO  PAY  HIM  THE  SUM  MADE  UP  FOR 

THREE  MONTHS  SERVICE  IN  1781. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Le  Baron,  ^;?'ayin</  that  he 
may  be  paid  for  three  months  service  in  the  army  in  the 
year  1781,  his  wages  having  been  drawn  by  a  fraudulent 
order: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  William  Le  Baron^ 
the  sum  he  is  made  up  for  in  the  pay  roll  of  the  regiment 
to  which  he  belonged,  when  in  the.  three  months  service 
in  the  year  1781,  his  wages  being  paid  by  a  fraudulent 
order  notwithstanding.  November  8^  1785. 

Chapter  46. 

Chaih    46  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  DAVID  THAYER,  EMPOWERING 
•*  *  HIM  TO  RE-ENTER  THE  ACTIONS  MENTIONED,  AT  THE  COURT 

OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE  HOLDEN  AT  CONCORD,  ON  THE 
SECOND  TUESDAY  OF  MARCH  NEXT,  HE  SERVING  SILAS 
HODGES  AND  AMOS  BARRET  WITH  A  COPY  OF  THIS  RE- 
SOLVE, AND  STAYING  EXECUTION  IN  THE  MEAN  TIME. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Thayer,  of  Worcester,  in  the 
county  o/*  Worcester :  —  WJiereas  it  appears  to  this  Court j 
that  judgment  has  been  recovered  against  the  said  Thayer, 
on  a  note  of  hand  for  Eighty  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and 
ten  pence,  damage  and  costy  at  a  Court  of  Common  PleaSy 
holden  at  Concord,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  September,  A,  JD,  1783,  on  an  action 
brought  against  him  by  Silas  Hodges  and  Amos  Barret, 
o/* Concord  aforesaid;  and  also  that  another  judgment  has 
been  recovered  against  him^  the  said  Thayer,  at  a  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Cambridge,  in  the  said  county 
of  Middlesex,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  November,  A.  D. 
17 S3,  for  the  sum  of  Three  thousand  pounds  damage,  and 
Two  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  coist,  on  an 
action  for  covenant  broken,  brought  against  him  by  the  said 
Hodges  :  a^id  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  reasonable 
and  just,  that  there  should  be  a  neto  trial  on  the  aforesaid 
•  actions,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition :  There- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Thayer  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  empowered  to  re-enter  the  said  actions  at  the 
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Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  holden  at  Goticordj  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  March  next,  and  the  said  Court  may 
proceed  thereon  according  to  law  and  the  rules  of  the  said 
Court ;  and  also  that  the  said  David  serve  the  said  Siloes 
Hodgesy  or  Jonathan  Fay^  his  attorney,  and  Amos  Barret^ 
with  an  attested  copy  of  this  Resolve,  thirty  days  at  least 
before  the  said  Court  to  be  holden  at  Concord  as  afore- 
said, and  that  the  executions  on  the  said  judgments  be 
stayed  in  the  mean  time.  November  5, 1785. 


Chapter  47. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CONTINUE  C0N80LI-  QkaV     47 
DATING  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES.  -^' 

Resolvedy  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  directed  to  continue  the  business  of  con- 
solidating government  securities,  until  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  heretofore  provided. 

Aiid  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  consolidated  value 
of  those  notes,  the  amount  of  which,  including  the  interest 
to  the  first  of  the  present  November ^  shall  be  less  than  the 
sum  of  Three  pounds^  shall  bo  inserted  with  red  ink,  in 
some  part  of  the  face  of  the  said  notes ;  after  which,  such 
notes  shall  be  considered  as  l)eing  consolidated,  and  paid 
according  to  the  value  so  inserted.       November  5, 1785. 


Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   JOHN  CODMAN,  IN  BEHALF  OF  rif,„^     AQ 
THE  MASTER  OF  THE  SCHOONER  AMITr,  LATELY  TAKEN  BY  ^'^^F'    *^ 
THE  PIRATES,  PERMITTING  HIM  TO  TAKE  ON  BOARD  SUNDRY 
ARTICLES  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/*  John  Codman,  in  behalf  of  the  master 
of  the  schooner  Amity,  praying  for  permission  to  take  on 
hoard  certain  articles  therein  specified^  and  to  clear  out  the 
said  schooner  at  the  Naval  Office  in  Salem  :  —  Whereas  it 
appears  that  the  schooner  Amity,  whereof  James  Duncan- 
son  is  mastery  the  property  o/*  British  subjects ^  bound  on  a 
voyage  to  Africa,  was  piratically  taken  from  said  master 
on  the  high  seaSy  and  being  afterwards  captured  by  a  vessel 
from  Salem,  was  carried  into  that  port:  Therefore 

Resolvedy  That  the  master,  James  Duncanson,  have  per- 
mission to  take  on  board  the  following  articles,  viz, :  Three 
thousand  feet  of  lumber,  twelve  barrels  of  bread,  six  bar- 
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rels  of  beef  and  pork,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  loaf- 
sugar,  and  fifty  oases  of  Geneva,  being  necessary  to  repair 
the  damage  done  by  the  pirates,  while  the  said  schooner  was 
in  their  possession  ;  also,  that  the  Naval  Officer  be  directed 
to  clear  out  the  said  schooner  at  Saleniy  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Novetnber  9y  1785. 


Chapter  49. 

Chav   49  itESOLVE  granting  to  each  of  the  gentlemen  elected 

■^'  to    represent   this    state  in  congress,  TIVO  HUNDRED 

POUNDS,  to  enable  THEM  TO  PROCEED  TO  CONGRESS. 

liesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  of  the  Delegates, 
who  are  or  may  be  elected,  to  represent  this  State  in  Con- 
gress for  the  ensuing  year,  and  who  shall  proceed  agree- 
ably to  their  appointment,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds^ 
they  to  be  accountable.  November  9^  1785. 

Chapter  60. 

Chap.    50  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  GARDNER,  EMPOWERING 
^*  HIM    TO    RE-ENTER  A  CERTAIN    ACTION    AT    THE    COURT  OF 

COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE  UOLDEN  AT  TAUNTON,  ON  THE  THIRD 
TUESDAY  IN  DECEMBER  NEXT. 

WfierecuH  it  appears^  that  John  Gardner,  Usq;  Sheriff 
of  the  coimty  of  Nantucket,  wets  mimmoned  to  appear  ai 
the  Court  of  Coimnon  Pleas  held  at  Taunton^  in  the  county 
o/* Bristol,  on  the  second  Tuesday  o/" March  last^  and  defeiid 
against  a  suit  brought  against  him  by  Isaac  Rowland,  ybr 
malfeasance  in  the  service  of  a  tvrit  against  John  and  Tim- 
othy Coffin  ;  hut  by  reason  of  his  distant  situation  from  the 
Main,  and  the  failure  of  his  counsel  through  sickness^  he 
became  defaulted^  and  judgment  was  rendered  against  him: 
Therefore 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  John  Gardner  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  empowered  to  re-enter  the  action  aforesaid,  at  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  next  to  be  holden  at  Taunton 
aforesaid,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  December  next ;  and 
that  the  same  process  shall  be  had  upon  the  said  action  so 
re-entered,  as  if  the  default  aforesaid  had  not  been  made 
thereon,  but  had  l)een  continued  to  the  said  third  Tuesday 
of  December^  the  said  John  Gardner^  having  notified  the 
said  Isaac  Uowland  of  this  Resolve,  by  serving  him  with 
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an  attested  copy  of  the  same,  fourteen  days  at  least,  pre- 
vious to  the  time  for  holding  the  said  Court ;  and  also,  that 
the  real  estate  taken  upon  the  aforementioned  judgment, 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  satisfying  any  judgments 
the  said  Hmoland  may  recover  against  the  said  Gardner 
upon  a  new  trial ;  but  in  case  the  said  Howland  shall  fail 
to  obtain  judgment  fagainst  the  said  Gardner  upon  such 
new  trial,  then  all  proceedings  upon  the  judgment  hereto- 
fore had,  shall  be  null  and  void,  and  the  possession  of  the 
real  estate  thereupon  taken,  shall  revert  to  the  said  Gard^ 
ner.  November  9, 1785. 


Chap.  51 


Chapter  61. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  SEVBNTT-SBVBN  POUNDS  TEN  SHIL- 
LINGS, TO  JOHN  W.  BLAKE,  FOR  HIS  SERVICES  AT  RUT- 
LAND. 

On  the  memorial  of  John  W,  Blake  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  issue  to  Mr.  John  W. 
Blake y  a  note  under  his  hand,  for  the  sum  of  Seventy-seven 
pounds  J  ten  shillings^  to  bear  date  on  the  26th  day  of  May^ 
1782,  payable  in  the  year  1788,  with  annual  interest  on 
the  same,  which  shall  be  in  full  for  his  services,  while 
commanding  the  troops  at  Rutland^  and  for  the  rations  to 
which  he  was  entitled. 

And  it  is  farther  Resolved^  That  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  United  States,  November  lOy  1785. 

Chapter  62. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DAVID  KEMP,  DIRECTING  THE  Chan     ^9 
TREASURER   TO   MAKE    AND    PAY  TWO  NOTES,  PAYABLE  AS  ^'^^^P*    ^^ 
MENTIONED,  BEING    FOR   AN    ALLOWANCE    OF    HIS    WAGES* 
WHILST  A  PRISONER. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Kemp,  setting  forth  that  his 
son^  David  Kemp,  enlisted  into  the  American  Anny  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  1775,  and  was  in  the  battle  at  Bunker's 
Hill,  and  there  taken  prisoner  by  the  Britons,  and  confined 
in  Boston  goal^  fro^n  thence  was  sent  to  Halifax  goal^  and 
from  there  to  York,  and  was  a  prisoner  there  on  board  the 
Glasgow,  November,  1776  ;  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed 
his  son's  wages  whilst  a  prisoner : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and 
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he  is,  hereby  directed  to  make  and  pay  to  David  Kemp^ 
junior,  who  was  a  prisoner  as  above,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tive, two  notes  o{  Seventeen  pounds  each,  on  interest,  bear- 
ing date  first  of  Marchj  1777,  one  payable  the  first  of 
March  J  1788,  the  other  payable  the  first  of  March ,  1789, 
the  interest  to  be  paid  annually,  which  shall  be  in  full  for 
his  wages.  November  lOy  1785. 


Chapter  63. 

Chan.  53  Resolvk   on   thb  petition  of  bbbnbzeh  farringtos, 

^  *  DIRECTING    THE    SHERIFF    FOR   THE   COUNTY  OF  ESSEX  TO 

RECEIVE  OF  HIM  A  CERTAIN  SUM  OF  MONEY,  IN  NOTES,  IN 
DISCHARGE  OF  THE  EXECUTION  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Farrington,yuwtor: 
Resolved i  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition, 
the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  JEssex^'he^  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  receive  of  Ebenezer  Farrinfjton  aforesaid,  the 
sum  of  Fiji]/  pounds^  in  the  notes  of  this  Commonwealth, 
receivable  in  the  last  State  Tax,  in  full  discharge  of  an 
execution  which  he  has  against  the  said  Ebenezer ,  in  favour 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  said  sum,  provided  the  said 
Ebenezer  Farrinfjton  pay  the  cost  that  has  arisen  in  the 
prosecution .  Novernber  11^1 785. 

Chapter  64. 

Chav  54  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  edward  seagraves,  to 

^*  notify    JOSEPH   SIBLEY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE  ON  THE  SECOND 

WEDNESDAY    OF    THE    NEXT    SITTING     OF    THE    GENERAX 
COURT,  AND  STAYING  EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  Seagraves,  praying  for  a  re-hearing 
of  a  certain  action  brought  against  him  in  the  cotinty  of 
Worcester,  by  one  Joseph  Sibley,  a^'i  set  forth  in  saidpeti-- 
tion : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  Joseph  Sibley ^ 
that  he  appear  and  shew  caiise,  if  any  he  has,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  by 
leaving  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition,  and  this  Resolve, 
at  the  last  and  usual  place  of  his  abode,  at  least  fourteen 
days  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  said  General  Court, 
why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not  be  granted, 
and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

November  11,  1785. 


1785' — October  Session.  765 


•j 


Chapter  55. 

RESOLVE     GRANTING     TO     WILLIAM     BAKER     TIVENTT-FOUR  ChttV     65 
POUNDS,  TO  PURCHASE  f UEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  GEN-  '^' 

.ERiMi  COURT. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Baker,  Messenger'  of  the 
Geyieral  Courts  praying  to  he  furnished  with  inoney  to 
procure  fuel^  and  other  necessary  articles  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Court: 

liesolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  William 
Baker  J  the  sum  of  Twenty-four  pounds^  for  the  purposes 
aforementioned,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

November  11 , 1 785. 


Chapter  56. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  FETmON  OF  JOHN  PORTER,  GRANTING  HIM  ChaV     56 
FIFTEEN  POUNDS,  FOR  FURNISHING  A  GUARD  WITH   PRO-  -^* 

VISIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Porter,  praying  for  an  allow- 
ance to  be  made  him  ^  for  furnishing  a  guard  with  provis^ 
ionSy  in  the  year  177G,  which  guard  vms  appointed  to  take 
care  of  certain  ^coicAi  prisoners. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said 
John  Porter^  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  sum  of  Fifteen  j^onnds,  which  sum  shall  be  in  full  for 
the  said  John  Portet^s  furnishing  the  provisions  as  afore- 
said. November  11,1 785. 


Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION    OF  JONATHAN    WOODBURY  AND 
OTHERS,  SELECTMEN  OF  SUTTON,  DIRECTING   THE   TREAS 
URER  TO   ISSUE   NOTES   IN    FAVOUR    OF    BENJAMIN   WAKE- 
FIELD, FOR  SUCH  SUM  AS  SHALL  APPEAR  DUE. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Woodbury,  Joseph  Hall 
and  John  Dudley,  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Sutton,  setting 
forth  that  Benjamin  Wakefield  of  said  Sutton,  late  a  sol- 
dier in  the  fourth  Massachusetts  regiment  in  the  American 
Army,  has  been  fraudulently  deprived  of  his  wages,  by 
some  person  unknown,  who  hath  personated  said  Wake- 
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field,  received  his  notesy  and  signed  a  receipt  in  his  narrie^ 
by  which  means  he  hath  been  hitherto  deprived  of  his  just 
due^  and  it  appearing  to  this  Courts  that  the/acts  set  forth 
in  said  petition  are  justly  stated: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  arid  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  issue  notes  to  said  Benjamin  Wakefieldy  in 
such  sums  as  shall  appear  to  have  been  due  to  him  at  the 
time  said  notes  were  so  received,  bearing  date  at  the  time, 
and  in  such  manner  and  form,  as  is  by  law  prescribed. 

November  11  ^  1785. 


Chapter  58. 

ChaV     68  RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  ABIEL  WOOD,  TO  RE-ENTER  AN  ACTION 
"*  OF  STEVENS,  AGAINST  WOOD  AND  SAMPSON,  AT  THE  NEXT 

COURT  OF  COMMON  FLEAS  AT  FALMOUTH. 

On  the  petition  of  Abiel  Wood  of  Pownalborough,  in 
the  county  of  Ltincoln,  praying  that  the  judgment  obtained 
against  him^  at  the  Court  of  Commjon  Pleas  held  at  Fal- 
mouth, zn,  and  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  on  the 
Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last  Tuesday  of  May  Uisty 
continued  by  adjournment  from  the  last  Tuesday  of 
October  last^for  Two  hundred  pounds,  damage  and  cost 
of  suity  in  a  plea  oj  trespass  brought  against  him  by 
Abraham  Stevens  of  Falmouth,  may  be  set  aside^  and  a 
new  trial  ordered  thereon  y  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said 
petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Wood^  be,  and  hereby  is,  em- 
powered to  re-enter  the  aforesaid  action  of  Stevens  against 
Wood  and  Sampson^  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
to  be  holden  at  Falmouth  ^  in  and  for  the  county  of  Cum-- 
berlandj  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  June  next ;  and  that  the 
Justices  of  the  same  Court  are  hereby  empowered  to 
proceed  thereon  according  to  law  and  the  usage  of  the 
Court:  and  that  all  execution  on  the  aforementioned 
judgment  be  stayed,  and  that  the  said  Abiel  Wood  serve 
the  said  Abraham  Stevens  with  an  attested  copy  of  this 
Resolve,  fourteen  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court 
at  Falmouth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  said  Abid  Wood 
pay  to  the  said  Abraham  Stevens^  the  whole  of  his  lawful 
cost  that  has  already  arisen.  November  12^  1785. 
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Chapter  59. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  NORTON,  AND  OTHERS,   QJian    59 
PROPRIETORS    OF     THE     ISLAND     OF     CHAPPAQUIDICK,    IN  ^* 

DUKBS  COUNTY,  APPOINTING  WALTER  SPOONBR,  SOLOMON 
FREEMAN,  AND  SHBARJASHUB  BOURN,  ESQUIRES,  A  COM- 
MITTEE TO  REPAIR  TO  SAID  ISLAND,  FOR  THE  PURPOSES 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Norton,  and  ot?iers^  Proprie- 
tors of  the  Idand  of  Chappaquidick,  in  Dukes  County, 
praying  that  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Courts  passed  Feb- 
ruary the  23d,  A.  D.  1774,  may  be  carried  into  execution: 

Resolved^  That  Walter  Spooner^  Solomon  Freeman,  and 
Shexirjashub  Bourn^  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  repair 
to  the  island  of  Chappaquidick  (they  previously  giving 
twenty  days  notice  to  said  Proprietors,  and  the  Indians 
on  -said  Island)  to  set  off  to  the  patentees,  and  English 
purchasers,  such  quantity  of  lands,  by  meets  and  bounds, 
as  to  said  Committee,  in  equity,  all  circumstances  con- 
sidered, may  appear  just  and  reasonable,  in  full  of  their 
respective  rights  and  purchases  ;  and  for  ascertaining  what 
sum  or  sums  of  money  the  English  inhabitants  ought  to 
pay  the  Indians  for  the  privilege  of  mowing  the  salt 
meadow,  and  grazing  cattle  thereon,  and  to  take  into 
consideration,  and  determine  upon  such  other  matters  as 
shall  appear  to  them  just  and  reasonable  :  finally,  to  adjust 
all  disputes,  and  report  their  doings  to  the  General  Court, 
for  confirmation,  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  also  to  report 
what  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats,  or  swine,  from  going  at  large 
on  the  Island  of  Chappaquidick,  from  the  tenth  day  of 
April,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  October,  annually ;  and 
also  to  prevent  any  wood  being  sold  or  transported  from 
off  the  Indian  lands  on  said  Island,  on  any  pretence  what- 
soever. The  expence  of  said  committee  to  be  paid  by 
the  petitioners.  November  12,  1785. 


Chapter  60. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  REPAIR  TO  ATITOL,   (Jhar)    CO 
AND   DISTRICT    OF    ORANGE,  TO    HEAR   THE    PARTIES,   AND  "^ 

ADJUST  ALL  DISPUTES  BETWEEN  THEM. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  the  24th  day  of  June  last,  to  repair  to  the 
town  of  Athol,  and  District  of  Orange,  hear  the  parties, 
and  finally  adjust  all  disputes  that  do  now  exist  between 
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the  said  town  otAtholj  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  District  of  Orange  as  were  set  off  from  the  said  town 
of  Atholf  respecting  debts  contracted  previous  to  the 
incorporation  of  the  said  District,  and  also  such  taxes  as 
may  have  been  assessed,  pursuant  to  any  vote,  or  votes 
of  the  said  town  of  Athol,  subsequent  to  the  incorporation 
of  the  said  District,  having  attended  the  business  assigned 
them,  and  heard  the  parties  by  their  several  committees 
duly  authorized,  report  as  their  opinion,  that  by  the  act 
for  incorporating  the  said  District  of  Orange^  the  inhab- 
itants thereof  which  were  set  off  from  the  said  town  of 
Atholy  are  held  to  pay  the  tax  assessed  upon  them,  pur- 
suant to  a  vote  of  the  said  town,  passed  the  fifteenth  day 
of  October^  1783,  as  well  as  those  assessed  upon  them  by 
previous  votes,  and  that  they  pay  the  same  accordingly. 

That  the  Collectors  in  the  said  town  of  Atholj  proceed 
to  collect  the  tax  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  tho' 
no  exception  had  been  made  thereto,  but  direction  had 
been  given  for  the  collection  thereof,  in  the  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  fifth  of  March  last,  relative  to  the 
collection  of  taxes  due  from  the  said  inhabitants  of  the 
said  District  of  Orange^  to  the  said  town  of  AthoL 

That  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  said  District  of  Orange^ 
pay  to  the  said  town  of  Atholj  the  sum  of  Tliree  pounds^ 
twelve  shillings^  being  the  sum  advanced  to  the  committee 
by  the  said  town. 

And  that  when  the  said  inhabitants  of  the  said  District 
of  Orange^  shall  have  paid  the  taxes  and  sum  of  money 
aforesaid,  they  shall  be  considered  as  having  discharged 
their  full  proportion  of  all  debts  contracted  by  the  said 
town  of  Atholy  previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  said 
District  of  Orange^  and  that  the  said  town  of  Atholj  shall 
have  no  further  demand  upon  them  therefor. 

Ebenezer  Bridge,  i>er  order. 
Read  and  accepted.  November  14^  1785. 


Chapter  61. 

ChaV    61  MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY  THE    GOVERNOR,   BY  THE 
^'  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 
The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island^  at  their 
late  session,  passed  an  act  for  regulating  trade  and  com- 
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merce.  It  is  somewhat  similar  to  our  Navigation  Act,  so 
far  as  it  respects  vessels  belonging  to  subjects  of  the  King 
of  Qreat  Britain ;  but  it  has  no  reference  to  any  other 
foreign  vessels.  —  I  received  it  by  the  post,  with  a  letter 
from  Governor  Greene^  who  writes  me  the  6th  instant, 
that  he  had  sent  a  copy  of  it  by  express,  to  the  Govenior 
of  Connecticut^  enclosed  in  a  letter,  urging  the  necessity 
of  their  passing  a  similar  one. 

The  act,  with  Governor  Greeners  letter,  will  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  Secretary,  for  your  further  informa- 
tion. 

I  have  lately  had  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  September ^  from 
the  Secretary  of  Congress,  relative  to  a  petition  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Badlaniy  which  with  Resolves  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State,  was  communicated  to  Congress  by  a 
letter  from  the  late  Governor,  dated  March  30,  1784. 

The  said  Secretary  writes  me,  agreeably  to  the  command 
of  Congress,  *'  that  as  it  would  in  itself  be  highly  im- 
proper, so  Congress  cannot,  without  opening  a  door  to 
endless  applications,  take  any  cognizance  of  Mr.  £Iz7'a 
Badlam^s  case,  nor  grant  him  the  relief  he  prays  in  his 
petition."  The  letter.  Gentlemen,  will  be  delivered  to 
you  by  the  Secretary. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  CHASfBER,  November  14,  1785. 


Chapter  62. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SETH  WARREN,  FOR  A  RE-  nj^f.^  M 
HEARING  OF  A  CERTAIN  ACTION,  HE  TO  NOTIFY  THE  AD-  ^'''^F*  "^ 
VERSE  PARTY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &o. 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Vff\xr&n^  jyraying  for  a  re-hearing 
or  trial  in  an  action  brimght  againM  him  by  David  Ensign, 
also  for  staying  execution,  in  said  ca2ise,for  reasons  set  forth 
in  said  petition  : 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  cause  the  said  Ensign,  or 
his  Attorney,  to  be  served  with  an  attested  copy  of  the 
said  petition,  with  this  Resolve,  fourteen  days  at  least 
before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  then  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  hath,  why 
the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not  be  granted,  and  that 
execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

Nove^nber  14,  1785. 
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Chapter  63. 

Chav  63  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  william  bull  and  others. 

^*  THE  committee  OF  THE  FIRST  PRECINCT  IN  THE  TOWN  OF 

NEWTON,  AUTHORIZING  THE  PRESENT  ASSESSORS  TO  ANNEX 
A  WARRANT  TO  THE  ASSESSMENT,  AND  MAKING  THE  SAME 
VALID. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Hull  and  others^  the  cammitlee 
of  the  Jirst  precinct  in  the  town  o/*  Newton,  representing  that 
in  the  year  1782,  the  Assessors  of  the  said  precinct  assessed 
on  the  inhabitants  thereof  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds,  hut  omitted  to  annex  a  warrant  to  the  said 
a,s,sess7nent^  until  the  year  for  which  they  were  chosen  had 
expired,  and  praying  the  interposition  of  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Assessors  of  the  said  pre- 
cinct, be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  annex  a  warrant  to  the  said  assessment ;  which  said 
warrant,  annexed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  good  and  valid 
in  law,  for  the  compelling  of  the  payment  of  the  said  tax, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  annexed  to  the  said  tax,  at  the 
time  of  assessing  the  same.v  November  14^  1785. 


Chapter  64. 

Char)    64  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  grafton, 
^'  granting  them  four  pounds  ten  shillings,  for  the 

use  of  george  geyer. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Grafton,  in  behalf 
o/*  George  Geyer,  who  was  maimed  in  the  public  se7*vice  in 
the  anny^  in  the  last  French  war: 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  oi  Four  pounds  ^  ten  shillings,  into 
the  hands  of  the  Selectmen  of  Grafton,  for  the  use  of  the 
said  George  Geyer,  in  full  for  the  said  George^s  pension, 
from  the  first  day  of  June,  1783,  at  which  time  his  la^t 
grant  determined,  up  to  the  first  day  of  September,  1785. 

November  14, 1785. 

Chapter  66. 

Char)  65  resolve  making  provision  for  defraying  the  expences 

-^*       OF  THE  SURVEY  AND  SALE  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE, 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  2Sth  day  of  June  last  pasty 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  dispose  of  all  the  unappro- 
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priated  lands  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth  ^  lying  in  the 
cown^y  o/*Berk8hire,  except  the  lands  on  Hoosack  Mountain, 
and  those  which  have  been  confiscated  to  the  use  of  Gov- 
eimvient.  And  whereas  suitable  provision  is  not  made  in 
said  Resolve^  for  defi^aying  the  eocpences  of  the  survey  and 
sale  of  said  lands: 

Resolved,  That  four  per  cent,  of  the  sum  for  which  the 
aforesaid  lands  shall  be  sold,  shall  be  paid  in  hand,  at  the 
time  of  sale,  in  lawful  money  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
shall  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the  one  fourth  of  the  sum 
required  by  said  Resolve,  to  be  paid  in  hand  in  consoli- 
dated securities  of  this  State.  November  14y  1785. 

Chapter  66. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF    OLIVER    CHAPIN,  DIRECTING   flj.^^.    fifi 
THE    NAVAL  OFFICER    FOR    DUKES   COUNTY,    TO    DELIVER   ^"'^F*  "" 
THE  ARTICLES    MENTIONED,    HE    FAYING    THE    DUTIES    OF 
IMPOST. 

On  the  petition  of  Oliver  Chapin,  setting  forth  that  he 
landed  at  Holmes  Hole,  several  articles  of  merchandize, 
v)hich  were  seized  by  the  Collector  of  Excise  and  Naval 
Officer  of  the  county  of  Dukes  County,  for  having  been 
landed  without  permit,  and  contrary  to  law,  and  it  appear- 
ing  to  this  Court,  that  said  Chapin  had  no  design  to  evade 
the  law,  in  landing  said  articles:    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Collector  of  Excise  and  Naval  Officer 
for  the  county  of  Dukes  County,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  deliver  said  articles  to  said  Chapin,  he  paying 
all  such  duties  of  Impost  and  Excise,  as  he  ought  to  have 
paid  on  landing  the  same,  and  alsQ  settling  with  the  Col- 
lector and  Naval  Officer,  respecting  such  proportion  as  by 
law  accrues  to  them  from  said  seizure. 

November  16, 1785. 


Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE    APPOINTING    THE     HONORABLE    SETH    WASHBURN,   nhnvi     (V7 
CHARLES  TURNER,  EZRA   SARQEANT,  ESQ'RS.  MR.   THOMAS  ^"'^P*    "* 
CLARKE    AND    MR.     JOSIAH    STEARNS,    A     COMMITTEE    ON 
ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  Seth  Washburn,  Charles  Turner  and 
Ezra  Sargeant,  Esqrs.  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke  and  Mr. 
Josiah  iStearns,  be  a  Committee  to  receive,  examine  and 
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pa8s  on  all  accounts,  that  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be 
exhibited,  for  the  support  of  such  indigent  persons,  as 
are  the  proper  chaise  of  the  State ;  and  all  other  accounts, 
(those  only  excepted  that  are,  or  may  be  committed  to  a 
special  committee,)  that  shall  be  exhibited  for  services 
performed,  cash  advanced,  or  property  sold  for  the  use  of 
this  Commonwealth,  by  order  of  the  Greneral  Court,  or 
any  person  or  persons  authorized  to  incur  such  expence, 
where  the  same  are  properly  vouched ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee be  vested  with  the  same  powers,  and  observe  the 
same  rules  which  were  prescribed  in  a  Resolve  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  ik^arcA,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  appointing  a  Committee 
to  examine  and  pass  on  accounts  :  Provided  nevertheless, 
that  the  said  Committee  do  not  sit  on  the  business  of  their 
appointment,  at  any  time  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
Court.  November  17, 1785. 


Chapter  68. 

Chav   68  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  bbnjamis  allbs,  reversing 

^'  A     JUDGMENT     OBTAINED     AGAINST    HIM    IN    FAVOUR    OF 

ISAAC  ROWLAND  AND  JOSEPH  RUSSELL,  IN  JULY  LAST, 
AND  GRANTING  HIM  A  NEW  TRIAL  AT  THE  COURT  OF 
COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  ON  THE  FIRST 
TUESDAY  OF, JANUARY  NEXT,  AND  HE  TO  NOTIFY  THE 
ADVERSE  PARTY  THEREOF. 

On  the  petition  of  BenjeLxnin  Allen,  praying  that  a  judg- 
ment obtained  against  Aim,  at  a  Court  of  Common  PleaSj 
held  at  Boston,  within,  and  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  July  last,  in  favour  of  Isslslc  Howland, 
and  Joseph  Russell,  may  be  set  aside,  and  a  new  trial 
ordered  thereon  ;  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  above  described  judgment  be,  and 
hereby  is,  reversed  and  rendered  null  and  void ;  and  that 
a  new  trial  be  had  on  the  same  case,  at  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  to  be  held  at  Boston,  within  and  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Janvxiry  next ;  and  the 
Justices  of  the  same  Court,  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  in  all  respects, 
as  they  should,  or  ought  to  do,  if  the  same  case  was  reg- 
ularly depending  by  continuance  in  the  said  Court ;  and 
that  execution  on  the  aforesaid  judgment,  be  stayed ;  and 
that  the  said  Benjamin  Allen,  serve  the  said  Isaac  How-- 
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land  and  Joseph  Busselh  with  an  attested  copy  of  this 
Resolve,  fourteen  days  at  least,  before  the  sitting  pf  said 
Court .  November  17^1 785. 

Chapter  69. 

RESOLVE    ON     THE     PETITION     OF     STBPHBS    CHOATE,    ESQ;  ftjffi^y     RQ 
GRANTING  TO  BENJAMIN  GREENLBAF,  ESQ;   HIS   HEIRS,  &c.  ^'^^F'    "*^ 
SEVEN    HUNDRED    ACRES    OF   LAND,    TO    BE    LAID    OUT    IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF   CUMBERLAND  OR    LINCOLN,  UNDER   THE 
DIRECTION  MENTIONED,  AND  EMPOWERING  THE  COMMITTEE, 
ON  CONDITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Choate,  Esq;  setting  forth ^ 
that  pursuant  to  a  grant  oj  the  Great  and  General  Court 
of  the  Province  ©/'Massachusetts  Bay,  unto  the  late  John 
Choate,  ()/*  Ipswich,  Esq;  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  by 
Richard  Hazzen,  Esq;  a  tract  of  land ^  containing  txoo  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres y  in  (he  township  o/'Methuen,  and  con- 
firmed in  April,  1734:  that  the  said  John,  by  his  deed 
toilh  warranty ^  sold  the  said  tract  to  John  Greenleaf,  of 
Newbury,  Esq;  who  by  his  last  will  and  testament^  devised 
the  same  to  his  son^  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq;  the  present 
claimant:  that  the  said  land^  by  settling  the  boundary  line 
between  the  government  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, together  with  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land  more^ 
belonging  to  the  said  Greenleaf,  which  he  held  by  a  like 
tenurey  fell  within  the  government  of  New  Hampshire ;  in 
consequence  of  which^  the  said  Greenleaf  was  ousted  of  a 
part  of  the  said  land^  and  obliged  to  purchase  the  residue 
of  the  proprietors  holding  under  John  Tuston  Mason,  Esq; 
—  and  that  the  said  Greenleaf  cannot  legally  obtain  a  com- 
pensation for  his  loss,  in  any  other  way  than  by  demand- 
ing the  same  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Choate ;  and 
thereupon  praying  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature^  and 
that  a  reasonable  compensation  may  be  made  to  the  said 
Greenleaf,  on  condition  of  his  relinquishing  all  demands 
against  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Choate,  for  the  said 
land : 

Be^olvedy  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the 
said  Benjamin  Greenleaf  Esq ;  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a 
tract  of  land,  containing  seven  hundred  acres,  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  or  Lincoln,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee,  appointed  by  a  Resolve  of 
Court,  the  28th  of  February,  1783,  on  the  subject  matter 
of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  ;  who 
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are  hereby  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  maHe  and  execute  a  good  deed  of  the  same,  on  con- 
dition that  the  said  Benjamin  (JreenleaJ  relinquish  all 
demands  against  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Choate^  on 
account  of  the  said  lands,  sold  by  him  to  the  said  John 
Greenleaf;  which  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  shall  be 
considered  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  loss  in  the  grant 
made  to  the  said  John  Greenleaf ^  as  well  as  the  loss  in  the 
grant  made  to  the  said  John  Choate^  by  the  settlement  of 
the  line  between  the  governments  aforesaid. 

November  17,  1785. 

Chapter  70. 

Chan   70  resolve  on  the  petition  of  basnah  hutchins,  direct- 

^  *  INQ  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  TO  THE    LAWFUL   HEIRS    OF 

NOAH  HUTCIUNS,  THE  WAGES  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Hannah  Hutchins,  setting  forth,  tliat 
Noah  Hutchins,  late  of  Kittery,  deceased,  sej^ved  in  the 
American  army  as  a  private  soldier;  and  that  since  his 
decease,  his  wages  for  said  service  have  been  drawn  from 
the  public  treasury  by  a  forged  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
directed  to  pay  to  the  lawful  heirs  of  the  abovenamed 
Noah  Hutchins,  the  sum  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  for  his  services  in  the  American  army  as  afore- 
said ;  said  wages  being  paid  to  Eli  Sumner,  on  a  forged 
order,  notwithstanding.  November  18, 1785. 

Chapter  71. 

rhnn     71    MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY   THE    GOVERNOR,  BY   THE 
^^"^-    *^  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 
By  the  post  I  had  several  letters  from  New  York,  which 
it  is  proper  should  be  communicated  to  you.     Two  of  them 
are  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  dated  the  25th  of 
October  and  7th  of  November,  accompanied  with  a  sUite  of 
the  representiition  in  Congress,  and  with  copies  of  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  journal  of  Congress.     One  of  them  is  from 
the  Board  of  Treasury,  dated  the  1st  instant,  enclosing 
the  Loan  Office  Ordinance,  passed  by  Congress  the  30th  of 
'September,  together  with  the  bonds  and  oath  of  office, 
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required  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan 
Office  in  this  State.  As  you,  Gentlemen,  are  the  proper 
judges  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties  that  may  be  offered, 
you  will  please  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the 
completion  of  the  bonds  required  of  that  officer. 

The  two  other  of  those  letters  are  from  our  Delegates  in 
Congress,  dated  the  2d  and  6th  instant.  The  first  con- 
tains some  observations  relative  to  the  Confederation  and 
the  powers  of  Congress,  which  are  communicated  for  your 
consideration.  The  latter  respects  the  institution  of  the 
Federal  Court,  for  adjusting  the  interfering  claims  of  this 
State  and  New  York;  and  also  the  agency  of  our  Dele- 
gates in  that  business,  which  ceased  the  6th  instant,  with 
the  Congress  of  the  last  year.  As  the  situation  of 
the  controversy  makes  it  expedient  that  the  Common- 
wealth should  have  Agents  in  Congress,  I  would  recom- 
mend. Gentlemen,  that  our  Delegates  for  the  new  year 
should  have  the  same  powers  given  to  them,  in  regard 
to  that  affair,  as  were  given  to  our  Delegates  of  the  last 
year. 

The  several  letters  and  papers  abovementioned,  will  be 
laid  before  yoa  by  the  Secretary.         j^^^^^  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  November  18,  1785. 


Chapter  72. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  SAMUEL  STBARSS,  ADMITTING  Chap.    72, 
HIM    TO     THE     SAME    PRIVILEGES    AS    OTHER    PRISONERS 
TAKEN  ON   EXECUTION,    AND   AUTHORIZING   TWO    JUSTICES 
TO  ADMINISTER  TO   HIM    THE    OATH    PRESCRIBED    BY  LAW 
IN  THAT  CASE,   AND  DISCHARGING  HIM  FROM  GOAL. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Cgurty  that  a  certain 
Samuel  Stearns  is  confinid  in  the  goal  in  the  county  of 
Worcester, /or  a  debt  due  to  this  Commonwealth^  which  he 
is  unable  to  pay^  or  any  part  thereof: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Steams  shall 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  admitted  and  entitled  to  the  same 
privilege  and  advantage,  that  poor  prisoners  taken  on 
execution,  and  confined  in  goal  for  debt,  at  suit  of  a  pri- 
vate individual,  by  law  are. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  any  two  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  quorum  umis,  are  hereby  fully  authorized,  at 
the  request  of  the  said  Samuel^  to  administer  to  him  the 
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oath  prescribed  by  law,  in  that  case  made  and  provided, 
without  giving  any  further  notice  to  the  Commonwealth, 
or  to  any  person  in  their  behalf.  And  the  keeper  of  the 
said  goal,  his  under  keeper  or  deputy,  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  to  discharge  the  said  Samuel ^  upon  his 
taking  the  said  oath,  and  paying  the  prison  charges; 
provided  that  he,  the  said  Samuel y  is  detained  in  the  said 
goal  for  no  other  cause,  matter  or  thing,  than  the  debt  of 
the  Commonwealth  aforesaid.  Noveniber  19 ^  1785, 

Chapter  73. 

Chap.  73  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  jambs  perry,  declaring 

^  VALID  A  CERTAIN  DEED. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Perry,  of  Easton,  praying 
for  the  estahlishment  of  a  deed  given  to  AiVn,  signed  by 
Nathaniel  Morton,  one  of  the  Committee  of  sales  on  absentees 
estates  in  the  county  of  Bristol  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  deed  signed  by  Nalhaniel  Morton^  one  of  the 
Committee  of  sales  on  absentees  estates,  in  the  county  of 
Bristol^  bearing  date  December  the  8th,  1779,  be,  and  it 
hereby  is,  declared  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  it  would  have  been  had  two  of  said  Committee 
signed  said  deed,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. November  19,  178B. 

Chapter  74. 

Chan   74  resolve  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  crofoot,  dischaeg- 

^*  INQ    HIM     from     an     EXECUTION,    AND     DIRECTING    THE 

EXCISE    OFFICER   TO   RETURN  THE  MONEY  MENTIONED,  HE 
PAYING  COSTS. 

Ou  the  petition  qf  Stephen  Crofoot,  praying  for  a  dis- 
cliarge  from  an  execution  for  the  sum  of  Fifty  pounds,  in 
favour  of  the  Collector  of  Impost  and  Excise  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Excise  Master  aforesaid,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  and  required  to  discharge  said  execution,  and  to 
return  to  the  said  Stephen  the  money  and  property  which 
have  been  taken  from  him  by  virtue  of  said  execution ; 
he,  the  said  Stephen,  paying  all  legal  costs  which  have 
arisen,  and  the  excise  on  32  gallons  of  West  India  rum, 

November  19, 1785. 
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Chapter  75. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  TIMOTHY  BIGBLOW,  GRANTING  HJiaV     75 
HIM  SEVSy  POUNDS  FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  TWO  PENCE,  ^' 

FOR  A  CERTAIN  ALLOWANCE  IN  1777. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Bigelow,  JSsq;  praying  for 
an  allowance  for  Thirty  doWhrs^  of  Continental  Currency,  by 
him  paid  in  the  year  1777 ,  for  taking  up  one  Caleb  Green, 
an  infamous  and  dangerous  person : 

Resolved,  There  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  Timothy  Bigelow, 
Esq  ;  the  sum  of  Seven  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  two 
pence,  which  shall  be  in  full  of  principal  and  interest  of 
the  said  Thirty  dollars  by  him  advanced  as  aforesaid. 

November  19,  1785. 


Chapter  76. 

MESSAGE  PROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  BT  THE  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Chap.  76 
Representatives , 
You  have  been  informed  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
third  oi  November,  1783,  directing  the  Paymaster  General 
to  deposit  in  the  hands  of  the  Regimental  Agents,  the  cer- 
tificates for  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  oflScers  and 
soldiers  of  the  respective  lines  of  the  late  American  army, 
to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  individuals  to  whom  they 
belong,  or  deposited  for  their  benefit,  as  the  Supreme 
Executive  of  their  respective  States  shall  direct.  On 
the  subject  of  that  Act  you  passed  a  Resolve  of  the  second 
of  July  last,  which,  with  the  Act,  I  laid  before  the  Coun- 
cil, who  advised  that  the  Regimental  Agents,  belonging  to 
this  Commonwealth,  should  be  directed  to  deposit  the 
certificates  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  the  Secretary 
notified  the  said  Agents  by  the  public  prints  accordingly. 
Notwithstanding  which,  there  has  been  but  one  compleat 
regimental  return  made  into  his  office ;  and  the  applica- 
tions daily  made,  are  for  the  returns  in  general.  You 
will  please,  Gentlemen,  to  take  this  matter  into  your 
consideration,  and  determine  in  what  manner  the  delin- 
quent Agents  shall  be  obliged  to  make  their  returns  as 
directed,  and  to  point  out  what  measures  may  be  expedi- 
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ent  to  be  adopted  by  the  Secretary  to  prevent  or  detect 
any  fraudulent  applications  for  such  certificates. 

James   Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  November  19,  1785. 


Chapter  77. 
Chap.  77  resolve    directing    the   committee    appointed   by   a 

^  resolve    of   the  28th  OCTOBER,  1783,  TO  DISPOSE  OF  PART 

OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  MOUNT  DESERT,  WITHOUT  A  RE-SURVEY 
OF  SAID  ISLAND. 

Upon  the  representation  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
a  Resolve  of  the  General  Courts  of  the  28t?i  of  Octo- 
ber, 1783: 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Committee  te,  and  they  hereby 
are,  empowered  to  dispose  of  that  part  of  the  island  of 
Mount  Desei'ty  which  is  the  property  of  this  State,  with- 
out ordering  a  re-survey  or  further  examination  of  the 
said  island.  November  21, 1785, 


Chapter  78. 


ChaV    78  RESOLVE    adjourning   the  court  op  general  SESSIONS  OF 

-^'  THE  PEACE,  AND  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE  HOLDEN 

AT    PLYMOUTH,  IN    THE    COUNTY   OF    PLYMOUTH,  ON   THE 

SECOND    TUESDAY    OF    DECEMBER   NEXT,  TO    THE    SECOND 

TUESDAY  OF  JANUARY  NEXT. 

WJterea^H  a  Court  of  General  Sessiohs  of  the  Peace,  and 
a  Court  of  Common  RIea.'i,  are  hy  law  to  be  holden  at  Ply-  . 
mouth,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  q/"  December  next;  and  whereas  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  the  said  December  is  appointed  for  a  dai^  of 
Public  Thanksgiving,  which  renders  it  inconvenient  that 
the  said  Courts  should  be  holden  ai  the  time  appointed  by 
law :   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  by  law  should 
be  holden  at  Plymouth,  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Decembei*  next,  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  of 
January  next,  then  to  be  holden  at  Plymouth,  within  and 
for  the  county  aforesaid :  and  all  writs,  processes  and 
recognizances,  returnable  to,  and  all  appeals  made  to  the 
said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  Court  of 
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Common  Pleas,  appointed  by  law  to  be  holden  at  Plj/m-- 
oulli  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  matters,  causes  and  things, 
that  might  have  bad  day,  or  that  might  have  been  had, 
moved  or  done,  at,  in  or  by  the  said  Courts,  at  the  time 
by  law  appointed  for  holding  the  same,  shall  bo  return- 
able to,  and  may  be  entered,  prosecuted,  had,  moved  and 
done,  at,  in  and  by  the  said  Couits,  at  the  time  hereby 
appointed  for  holding  the  same,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  —  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed 
to  publish  this  Resolve  in  the  two  Boston  newspapers 
which  shall  be  printed  next  after  passing  the  same. 

November  22,  1785. 

Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  VALENTINE  WHEELER,  DIRECT-   CkaV.  79 
ING    TUB    EXCISE   MASTER  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE*  ^' 

TO   DISCHARGE    THE    SAID    VALENTINE  OF   THE  SUM  MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Valentine  Wheeler,  j?rayingr  to  he 
discharged  of  the  sum  of  Fifty  pounds,  renuiining  due  on 
an  execution  issued  against  him  in  favour  of  the  Excise 
MaMer  of  the  county  of  Berkshire; 

Resolved  J  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Excise  Master  aforesaid,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  and  required  to  discharge  the  said  Valentine  of 
the  said  sum  of  Fifty  pounds,  remaining  due  on  the  execu- 
tion aforesaid.  November  22, 1785. 


Chapter  80. 

RESOLVE  ON  TrfB  PETITION  OF  TIMOTHY  WALKER,  DIRECTING   Q/iaj)    80 
THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  THE  SUM  MENTIONED.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Walker,  setting  forth,  that 
he  sei'ved  three  inonths  in  the  late  American  army,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  in  Capt.  Abel  King's  company, 
in  Col.  Sear's  regiment,  and  thai  he  wa^  omitted  in  said 
King's  original  pay  roll:  and  it  ap^pearing  by  another 
pay  roll,  made  by  the  said  King,  that  said  Walker  seized 
as  a  Serjeant  in  his  company,  during  the  aforesaid  term, 
and  was  entitled  therefor,  to  the  sum  q/'Ten  pounds,  but  was 
by  hifin  omitted  in  his  original  pay  roll: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Timothy 
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Walker,  the  sum  of  Tenpounds,  in  full  for  his  service 
aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  have  done,  had 
the  said  Walker  been  made  up  in  the  said  King's  original 
pay  roll ;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

November  23, 1785. 

Chapter  81. 

Chap.  81  RESOLVE   ON   the    petition   of  BPHRAIM  FLAOGy  TO  NOTIFY 
^*  THE  ADVERSE  PARTY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  AND  STAYING  EXE- 

CUTION IN  THE  MEAN  TIME. 

On  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Flagg,  praying  for  leave  to 
re-entei*  an  action  in  the  next  Supreine  Judicial  Court  to  be 
holden  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  which  was  brought 
against  him  by  the  adininistratrix  on  the  estate  of  John 
Winn,  late  deceased,  upon  a  note  of  hand,  upon  which  judg- 
ment loas  recovered  against  him  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  held  at  Cambridge,  in  said  county,  in  October  last: 

Resolved,  That  Ephraim  Flagg  abovesaid,  notify  the 
aforesaid  administratrix  to  appear  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  shew 
cause  (if  any  she  have)  why  the  prayer  of  his  petition 
may  not  be  granted,  by  serving  her  with  an  attested  copy 
of  his  petition,  with  this  Kesolve,  fourteen  days  at 
least,  before  the  second  Wednesday  aforesaid,  and  that 
execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

November  24, 1785. 

Chapter  82. 
Chav  82  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  jabez  metcalf,  directing 

^*  HIM  TO  NOTIFY  JOH^  ATRES  TO  APPEAR  BEFORE  THE  GEN- 

ERAL  COURT,    AT   THE  TIME,  AND  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  MEN> 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Jabez  Metcalf,  praying  for  a  neio 
trial  on  two  actions  brought  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  by 
John  Ay ves,  junior,  one  against  the  said  Jabez  Metcalf 
and  John  Metcalf,  aiid  the  other  against  the  said  Jabez 
Metcalf  aZone,  as  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  John 
Ayres,  junior,  that  he  appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he 
has,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not  be  granted, 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Court,  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition, 
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and  this  order  thereon,  at  the  last  and  usual  place  of  the 
abode  of  the  said  John  AyreSy  junior,  or  his  attorpey, 
fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  said 
General  Court,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  execution  be 
stayed.  November  24^  1785. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION    OF   BENJAMIN  SMITH,  ADMINI8-   ChuV    83 
TRATOR  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  ISRAEL  CAGNBHEW,  DECEASED.  ^  ' 

EMPOWERING  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  DIVIDE  THE  LAND 
MENTIONED,  TO  ADJUST  DEMANDS,  AND  TO  ALLOW  ACCOUNTS. 
&c.  • 

Whereas  Benjamin  Smith,  of  Edgartown,  in  Dukes 
County,  administrator  on  the  estate  of  Israel  Cagnehew, 
Indian  man^  late  of  said  Edgartown,  deceased^  has  repre- 
sentedy  and  it  appears  to  this  Court  thai  the  said  Cagnehew 
died  seized  of  a  considerable  real  estate^  consisting  of  land ^ 
and  a  dwelling  house  in  said  Edgartown  ;  and  that  in  his 
last  sickness  he  contracted  several  debts  to  a  considerable 
amounty  and  the  said  Cagnehew  did  not  leave,  at  his  death, 
personal  estate  sufficient  to  discharge  said  debts :  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Smith,  be,  tind  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  said 
house,  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  giving  previous 
notice  thereof  at  least  twenty  days,  by  posting  up  written 
notifications  thereof  in  some  public  places  in  said  town ; 
and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  said  house  shall 
remove  the  same  off  said  land  within  thirty  days  after  the 
sale  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  Walter  Spooner,  Solo- 
mon  Freeman  and  Shearjashub  Bourn,  Esq'rs.  who  are 
appointed  a  Committee  by  this  Court  to  divide  the  lands 
between  the  proprietors  of  the  island  called  Chappaqui" 
dick,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  inquire  into 
and  adjust  the  several  demands  on  the  estate  of  the  said 
Cagnehew,  and  to  allow  such  accounts  as  to  them  shall 
appear  just  and  reasonable,  and  certify  the  same  under 
their  hands  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  Dukes  County, 
who  shall  thereupon  order  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  Cagnehew's  house  and  per- 
sonal estate ;  which  proceeds  the  said  Smith  is  hereby 
ordered  to  present  to  the  said  Judge,  to  be  recorded  in 
the  Register's  oflSce  for  recording  of  >yills,  &c. 

November  24, 1785. 
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Chapter  84. 

CJiaV    84  RESOLVE    on    the    petition    of   JONATHAN   HALE,  JUN.  AND 
^*  DAVID  BURT. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Hale,yw/i.  and  David  Burt, 
praying  that  the  sevei^al  sums  of  money  by  them  received  on 
sales  of  powder^  the  property  of  this  Co7nm,onwealthy  in  the 
year  1111  ^  may  be  reckoned  acc(yi*ding  to  the  value  thereof 
by  the  scale  of  depreciation  in  January,  1778  : 

Resolved^  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 
said  Hale  and  Burt  account  with  the  Committee  for  liqui- 
dating accounts,  for  the  several  sums  of  money  they 
received  for  the  sales  of  powder,  in  the  year  1777,  by 
order  of  the  General  Court,  and  for  which  they  are 
accountable,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  Five  hundred  and 
eighty-three  pounds^  six  shillings  and  three  pence ^  accord- 
ing to  the  true  value  thereof,  computed  by  the  scale  of 
depreciation  in  January ^  1778 :  and  the  said  Committee 
are  hereby  directed  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Novt'mber24^1785. 

Chapter  85. 
Chao.  85  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  boston, 

^*  IMPOWERING    BENJAMIN   HENDERSON    TO   COLLECT  TAXES 

MENTIONED. 

Ujpon  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston  : 
Whereas  the  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Boston,  committed 
to  Abraham  Savage,  a  Collector  for  the  town  q/"  Boston,  i?i 
the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two^  and 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three^  certaiti 
a^Hsessments  of  taxes^  as  well  the  then  Province  taxes  as 
county  and  town  taxes;  the  collections  of  which  taxes  being 
never  compleaied^  the  said  Savage  went  away  and  joined 
himself  to  the  British  army^  and  continued  his  allegiance  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  has^  since  thepeace^  deliv- 
ei'ed  the  same  lists  of  assessmerd  to  Benjamin  Henderson, 
of  said  Boston,  yeoman^  with  his  power  of  an  attorney  for 
the  collection  of  the  same :   Therefore 

liesolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Henderson,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  demand  of  all  persons,  from 
whom  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  may  be  due  upon  the 
same  assessments,  ^whatever  may  be  so  due  from  them 
respectively ;  and  upon  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the 
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« 

same,  to  bring  in  his  own  name  any  action  or  actions  of 
debt  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  to  prose- 
cute the  same,  by  himself  or  his  lawful  attorney,  to  final 
judgment  and  execution ;  he,  the  said  Henderson^  being 
accountable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston^  for 
any  sum  or  sums  he  may  recover  upon  the  same  assess- 
ments. November  24^  1785. 


Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE  PETITION  OF.  DUDLEY  INDIANS,  REQUIRING  QJiar)    §6 
THEIR   GUARDIANS    TO  MAKE  A  TRUE  REPRESENTATION  OF  -^* 

THEIR    PROCEEDINGS    TO   THE    GENERAL  COURT  NEXT  SIT- 
TING. 

On  the  petition  of  a  tribe  of  Indians ^  commonb/  called  the 
Dudley  Indians^  prai/hifj  the  retnoval  of  one  of  their  Guar^ 
diann^  and  anothe^r  to  be  appointed  in  his  steady  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  their  pet ititjn: 

Resolved^  That  the  petition  be  so  far  granted,  that  the 
Guardians  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  are,  required  to  state  a 
true  representation  of  their  proceedings  in  said  trust  to 
the  General  Court,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  their 
next  sitting,  that  the  Court  may  take  further  order  thereon, 
as  then  may  appear  expedient.  November  24^  1785, 


Chapter  87. 

MESSAGE  FROM   HIS    EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR,    BY    THE   ffhaT}    87 
SECRETARY.  ^/eu|/. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
liepresentat  ives , 
Upon  receiving  information  from  our  Excise  OflBcer,  at 
Machias^  that  the  inhabitants  of  Moose  Island^  in  Passa- 
maquoddy  Bay^  in  this  Commonwealth,  had  been  notified 
by  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Charlotte^  in  the  British 
Province  of  New  Bi^unswick,  to  send  Jurors  to  that  County 
Court,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  estates,  in  case  of 
refusal,  I  wrote  a  letter  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Carletouy 
Governor  of  tliat  Province,  dated  the  9th  of  September. 
As  I  was  not  informed  that  Governor  Carleton  had  inter- 
posed his  authority,  I  mentioned  to  him,  that  I  was  inclined 
to  believe  my  informant  was  mistaken  in  his  opinion,  that 
the  government  of  New  Brunswick  had  given  its  sanction 
to  a  measure  altogetlier  unexpected  and  insuppoi-table ; 
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and  that  I  assured  myself  he  would  issue  orders  effectually 
to  prevent  the  abovementioned,  and  every  other  encroach- 
ment, on  the  territorial  rights  and  sovereignty  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  of  the  United  States. 

To  that  letter  I  have  received  an  answer,  dated  at 
3t.  John^s^  the  18th  of  October^  which  not  only  justifies 
the  proceedings  of  the  Sheriff,  but  contains  an  implied 
declaration,  that  the  said  Island,  with  several  other  Islands, 
is,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  within  that  Province. 

As  it  seems  clear,  they  mean  to  obtain  possession  of 
those  Islands  by  compelling  the  inhabitants  to  acknowl- 
edge the  right  of  jurisdiction  to  be  in  the  government  of 
New  Brunswick^  I  think  it  highly  expedient  you  should 
be  informed  of  their  proceedings  as  soon  as  may  be,  that 
such  measures  may  be  adopted  concerning  them,  as  you 
shall  judge  suitable. 

Of  those  proceedings.  Congress  have  been  informed  by 
my  letter  to  our  Delegates  :  and  have  sent  an  account  of 
them  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  at  London. 

My  letter  to  Governor  Carletouy  and  his  answer  to  it, 
will  be  delivered  to  you.  Gentlemen,  by  the  Secretary. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  November  24,  1785. 


Chap.  88 


Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMBS  ATHEARN  AND  SHCT- 
BAEL  COTTLE,  IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  TISBURT, 
ABATING  A  TAX. 

On  the  petUion  of  James  Athearn  and  Shubael  Cottle, 
in  behalf  cf  the  town  of  Tishavy,  praying  that  the  said  town 
of  Tiabury  tnaj/  be  abated  a  tax,  made  in  the  year  1111  ^ 
for  reasons  setfoi'th  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  One  hundred  twenty-six 
pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  five  pence,  be  abated  the 
said  town  of  Tisbury;  and  that  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Tisbury  for  the 
said  sum  of  One  hundred  twenty-six  pounds,  eighteen  shil 
lings  and  five  pence,  and  that  the  said  town  of  Tisbury 
have  liberty  to  pay  the  sum  of  Ninety-three  pounds,  the 
remainder  of  said  tax,  in  consolidated  securities  of  this' 
Commonwealth  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed,  to 
receive  the  same  in  discharge  of  the  said  tax. 

November  24,  1785. 
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Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE  DISCHARGING  JOHN  LUCAS,  ESQ;  OF  SEVERAL  SUMS  njiQ/Q  QQ 
OF  MONEY,  PREVIOUS  TO  THE  FOURTH  OF  JANUARY  LAST.  ^' 

AND  GRANTING  HIM  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-FOUR 
POUNDS  FOUR  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX  PENCE,  IN  FULL  OF 
ALL  HIS  EXPENDITURES,  INCLUDING  HIS  SERVICES  TO  THE 
FIRST  OF  JANUARY,  1786. 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  stating  and  methodiz- 
ing pitblic  accounts;  stating  that  they  had  examined  the 
accounts  of  John  Lucas,  Usq;  Commissary  of  Pensioners^ 
and  that  the  same  were  properly  vouched;  and  that  there 
was  a  balance  of  Six  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds,  four 
shillings  and  six  pence,  due  to  him  the  first  day  o/^  January, 
1785: 

Resolved  J  That  the  said  John  iwcas,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  discharged  of  all  sums  of  money  for  which  he  was 
made  accountable,  previous  to  the  first  of  January  last ; 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  paid  John  LucaSy  the 
sum  of  8ix  hundred  sixty-four  pounds^  four  shillings  and 
six  pence y  which  is  in  full  of  all  his  expenditures,  includ- 
ing his  services  apd  oflBce  hire,  up  to  the  said  first  day  of 
January^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- five ; 
and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

Novtmher  24,1785. 

Chapter  90. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  JESSE  WARE,  DIRECTING  HIM  ffj^fj^  OQ 
TO  NOTIFY  JAMES  NICHOLS  TO  APPEAR  AT  THE  TIME  AND  ^'*^/''  ^^ 
PLACE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Jesse  Ware,  of  New  Braintree,  in  the 
county  of  Wovcester,  praying  for  a  re-hearing  of  an  action, 
in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  brought  against  him  by 
James  Nichols : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jesse  Ware,  cause  the  said 
James  Nichols  to  be  cited  to  appear  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to 
shew  cause  (if  any  be  hath)  why  the  prayer  of  said  peti- 
tion should  not  be  granted,  by  lodging  with  the  said 
James  Nichols,  or  at  his  dwelling  house  in  Brookfield,  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  an  attested  copy  of  the  above- 
mentioned  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  at  least  thirty 
days  previous  to  the  second  Wednesday  aforesaid ;  and 
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that  all  proceedings  by  virtue  of  an  execution  on  the 
judgment  mentioned  in  said  petition,  be  in  the  mean  time 
stayed.  November  24, 1785. 

Chapter  91* 

GhaV     91  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOB  RANSOM,  DIRECTING  THE 
^  *    '  TREASURER  TO  MAKE  OUT    NOTES,  SIMILAR   TO  THOSE   OF 

WHICH  HE  WAS  DEFRAUDED. 

On  the  petition  of  3  oh  Ransom,  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Continental  Army;  and  that  there  was  due 
to  him,  the  su7n  of  Twenty-one  pounds,  two  shillings  and 
six  pence,  for  his  services;  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court 
that  the  wages  aforesaid  were  drawn  by  a  forged  order, 
d7'aivn. in  favour  of  John  White  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the 
said  Job  Ransom,  notes  of  the  same  tenor,  and  sums,  that 
those  notes  were  of,  which  were  delivered  upon  the  afore- 
said forged  order.  November  24, 1785. 

Chapter  92. 

Chav   92  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  widow  sarah  smith 

-^*  AND    STBPHES    PHELPS,    DIRECTING   THE    TREASURER   TO 

PAY  THE  SEVERAL  SUMS  THAT  APPEARS  DUE  TO    THEM. 

On  the  petition  of  the  widow  Sarah  ^miXh,  praying  for 
wages  due  to  her  late  husband  Joseph  Smith  ;  and  on  the 
petition  o/*  Stephen  Phelps,  praying  for  wages  due  to  him, 
being  both  for  senuces  performed  in  the  Continental  Army, 
which  wages  have  been  drawn  by  forged  orders: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Sarah  Smithy 
and  to  the  said  Stephen  Phelps,  the  several  sums  that 
appear  to  be  due  to  them  respectively,  on  their  producing 
such  sufficient  vouchers  as  the  law  directs,  to  entitle  them 
to  receive  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  he  would  have 
paid  them  if  the  same  bad  not  been  paid  on  the  forged 
orders  aforesaid.  November  24, 1785. 


Chapter  93. 

Chav  93  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  aaron  chamberlain,  grant- 

^  '  ING  HIM  A  tract  OF  LAND,  ADJOINING  TO  BUCKLAND  AND 

ASHFIELD,  AND  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  SET  OFF  THE 
SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  Aaron  Chamberlain,  praying  tJiat  a 
tract  of  uncultivated  public  land,  adjoining  to  AshfieldauJ 
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Buckland,  may  be  granted  to  him^for  reasons  set  forth  in 
said  petition  : 

Resolvedy  That  one  half,  both  for  quantity  and  quality, 
of  a  tract  of  uncultivated  public  land,  adjoining  to  Buck- 
land  and  Ashfield^  and  containing  in  the  whole  four  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres,  as  surveyed  by  Sflmuel  Tayhry  be, 
and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  said  Aaron  Chamberlainy  as 
administrator  on  the  estate  of  his  father,  Samuel  Cham- 
berlain, deceased,  in  full  compensation  for  the  loss  and 
damage  by  him  sustained,  as  set  forth  in  said  petition ; 
and  that  Samutl  Taylor^  David  Smead  and  Hugh 
McClellan,  Esq'rs.  be  a  Committee  to  set  oflF  the  same, 
beginning  at  the  west  end  thereof;  the  said  Committee  to 
make  return  of  their  proceedings  herein  to  the  Secretary 
of  this  Commonwealth,  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  the  said 
Chamberlain  to  pay  any  expence  that  may  arise  by  the 
division  as  ^aforesaid.  November  24  y  1785. 

Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  AMOS  SINGLETART,  GRANTING  nhnr)     94 
HIM  A  TRACT  OF  LAND,  &C.  v^wm//.    ^* 

Whereas  Amos  Singletary,  ^sq;  has  represented  and 
made  it  to  appear  ^  that  his  ancestors  were  original  proprietors 
in  the  toi^^'n  o/" Haverhill,  and  had  laid  out  to  them^  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-Jive  axires  of  land  in  ^Aa^^ar^o/*  Haverhill, 
which  y  by  the  line  run  by  the  then  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shivQy  fell  tvithin  the  limits  thereof;  that  the  said  land  was  by 
his  said  ancestors  conveyed  to  him,  and  that  he  has  never 
received  any  compensaticm  for  said  land:    Therefore 

Resolved^  That  there  be  granted  to  said  Amos  Single- 
tary^ in  fee  simple,  a  certain  tract  of  unappropriated  land, 
lying  partly  in  the  town  of  Howe,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire^ and  bounded  northerly  upon  a  grant  formerly  made 
to  Cornelius  Jones,  called  Merrifield,  and  westerly  upon 
FulhaivUs  grant,  and  easterly  upon  Peirce^s  grant,  adjoin- 
ing to  a  large  brook  and  southerly  upon  said  unappropri-  . 
ated  lands,  running  from  the  south-east  corner  of  said 
Fulham's  grant,  south,  forty  degrees  east,  to  the  aforesaid 
Peirce^s  grant,  containing  near  four  hundred  acres,  in  full 
compensation  for  the  land  lost  by  said  Singletary  in  run- 
ning the  line  as* aforesaid,  provided  the  aforesaid  grant 
shall  not  extend  further  southward  than  to  include  four 
hundred  acres. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Taylor ^  Esq  ; 
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be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  lay  out  the  above 
described  tract  of  land,  and  to  return  a  plan  thereof  to 
this  Court  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  said  Singletary  defray- 
ing the  charge  thereof.  November  25 ^  1785. 

Chapter  96. 

Chap.  95  RESOLVE  onsthe  petition  of  grafton  Gardner,  in  be- 

HALF  OF  SEVERAL  CREDITORS  TO  THE  ESTATE  OF  TIMOTHY 
RUGGLES,  EMPOWERING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  OF  THE 
COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSIONERS  TO 
EXAMINE  THEIR  CLAIMS. 

On  the  petition  of  Pel  eg  CoflSn,  junior  ^  in  behalf  of 
Grafton  Gardner,  Esq;  and  Enoch  Gardner,  and  of  Wil- 
liam Jernegan,  in  behalf  of  John  Norton,  Thomas  Daggett, 
Samuel  Cobb  and  Beulah  Coffin,  representing  thai  they 
have  just  claims  againM  the  estate  of  Timothy  Ruggles, 
late  of  Hard  wick,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  Esq;  an 
absentee^  and  that  they  had  no  notice  of  the  appointment  of 
Commissioner's  on  the  claims  against  the  said  Ruggles's 
estate: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  appoint  a  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  to 
examine  the  claims  of  the  said  Orafton  Gardner ^  Enoch 
Gardner,  John  Norton,  Thomas  Daggett,  Samuel  Cobb 
and  Beulah  Coffin,  against  said  Ruggle^s  estate,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  timely  presented  for 
examination ;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  found  to  be  just 
and  reasonable,  the  said  Judge  of  Probate  is  hereby 
directed  to  certify  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  said 
Ruggles's  estate,  when  the  remainder  thereof  shall  be  sold, 
in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other  creditors  to  the  said 
estate  have  heretofore  been,  and  shall  hereafter  be  paid, 
provided  that  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  sufficient 
for  that  purpose.  November  25,  1785, 

Chapter  96. 

Chan  06  Resolve  on  the  petition  qyjohn  starbird,  empowering 

^'  HIM  TO   RE-ENTER  THE  ACTION  MENTIONED,  AND  STAYING 

EXECUTION. 

On  the  jpe^tViOTi  of  John  StSLrhird,  praying  for  a  new 
trial  in  an  action,  ivhere  he  was  appellant,  and  Elizabeth 
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Smith  and  Hannah  Smith,  were  appellees^  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Courts  holden  at  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  in  1783,  on  which  action  a  judgment  was 
recovered  against  the  petitioner  ^  by  non-auit  at  mid  Court: 

Resolved^  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  the 
said  c7oAn,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  re-enter 
the  said  action  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  next  to  be 
holden  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Oumbei^land;  and 
the  same  being  so  re-entered,  the  Court  are  also  empow- 
ered to  proceed  thereon,  in  like  manner  as  they  might 
have  done  had  the  same  been  regularly  before  them  by 
continuance ;  provided  that  the  said  John  serve  the  said 
appellees,  in  person,  with  an  attested  copy  of  this  Resolve, 
or  leave  the  same  at  their  last  and  usual  places  of  abode, 
at  least  thirty  days  before  the  holding  of  the  said  Court ; 
and  also,  that  no  costs  be  finally  taxed  for  the  said  John^ 
for  the  re-entry  of  the  action,  nor  for  any  term  in  which 
he  had  not  day. 

And  it  is  also  Hesolved,  That  no  further  proceedings  be 
had  on  the  said  judgment  by  non-suit,  unless  the  said 
John  shall  fail  to  re-enter  his  action  as  aforesaid. 

^November  25, 1786. 

Chapter  97. 

RESOLVE  STAYING   ALL  PROCEEDINGS  HAD   IN  CONSEQUENCE    Qhrify    W 
OF  ANY  RESOLVE  PASSED  THE  GENERAL  COURT  THE  LAST  ^  ' 

SESSION,  FOR  REVISING  THE  CONFEDERATION.  AND  RE- 
QUESTING THE  GOVERNOR  TO  TRANSMIT  THIS  RESOLVE  TO 
THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  STATE  IN  CONGRESS. 

On  the  subject  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation  9 
passed  upon  at  the  last  sitting  of  the  General  Court: 

Resolved y  That  no  further  proceedings  be  had,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  Resolve  then  passed  on  the  said  subject, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Court :  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernor be  requested  to  transmit  this  resolve  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Commonwealth  at  Congress,  as  soon  as 
may  be.  November  25, 1785. 

Chapter  98. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETmON  OF  WILLIAM  FORD,  EMPOWERING   fthrfrh    98 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  OF  WORCESTER  COUNTY,  TO  DIRECT  1 

COMMISSIONERS  TO  EXAMINE  HIS  CLAIM  AGAINST  THE  ES- 
TATE OF  ABEL  WILLARD,  AN  ABSENTEE. 

On  the  petition  o/*  William  Ford,  praying  that  the  Com' 
missioners  on  the  estate  of  Abel  Willard,  an  absentee^  may 
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be  empowered  and  directed  to  examine  and  allow  a  demand 
he  had  against  the  said  Abel  Willard  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worces- 
teTy  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
direct  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the 
claims  against  the  estate  of  the  said  Abel  Willard^  to 
examine  and  allow  the  demand  of  the  said  William  Ford^ 
he  duly  supporting  the  same.  And  the  said  William 
Ford  is  hereby  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  his  said 
debt,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  creditors  of  the 
said  Abel  Willard.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  it  shall 
appear  to  the  said  Judge  of  Probate,  that  the  said  Wil- 
Ham  Ford  has  already  received,  or  is  entitled  to  receive, 
from  the  estate  of  Abijah  Willard,  any  part  of  his  said 
demand,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  said  William 
Ford  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  estate  of  the 
said  Abel  Willard,  no  more  than  the  remainder  of  his 
said  demand,  after  deducting  what  has  been  allowed  him 
out  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Abijah,  November  25, 1785. 
_  _ 

Chapter  99. 

Chav   99  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  oliver  whitnet,  in  behalf 
^'  OF  the  town  of  harvard,  directing  the  assessors  to 

ASSESS  the  classes  No.  4  AND  12,  FOR  THE  HIRE  OF  THEIR 
MEN,  AND  TO  MAKE  A  WARRANT  IN  COMMON  FORM  TO  THE 
COLLECTORS,  AND  TO  GOVERN  THEMSELVES  AGREEABLE  TO 
A  RESOLVE  OF  DECEMBER,  1780,  AND  DECLARING  VOID  ALL 
THE  VOTES  OF  THE  TOWN  RESPECTING  AVERAGING  THE 
»       COST  OF  HIRE. 

On  the  petition  of  Oliver  Whitney,  m  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Harvard,  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence  of  a  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court  of  December,  1780,  for  raising  the 
Continental  Army,  the  town  proceeded  to  class  themselves 
into  sixteen  classes,  and  voted  to  be  responsible  for  the  hire 
of  said  men,  and  the  cost  of  the  whole  to  be  averaged  on 
the  town ;  and  the  men  hired  by  ttoo  classes,  viz.  No,  4  and 
No.  12,  have  been  paid  out  of  the  town  treasury,  which  has  so 
embarra^$sed  the  other  classes,  as  to  prevent  the  settlement 
of  them;  and  it  being  also  represented,  that  all  concerned 
in  the  subject  of  the  said  petition  are  desirous  the  prayer 
thereof  should  be  granted:    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Harvard,  for  the 
time  being,  be,  and  are,  hereby  directed  and  required  to 
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assess  upon  the  polls  and  estates  of  such  persons  as  belong 
to  the  classes  No.  4  and  No.  12,  the  full  sum  given  by 
said  classes  for  the  hire  of  their  men,  which  sum  has  been 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  said  town  ;  and  to  make  out  a 
warrant  in  common  form  to  the  Collectors  of  the  town, 
requiring  them  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  town  treasury 
the  sum  committed  for  the  use  of  the  town  ;  and  the  head 
of  each  class  abovesaid  is  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Assess- 
ors a  list  of  the  polls  and  estates  contained  in  each  class, 
with  an  account  of  the  cost  of  the  hire  of  said  men. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Assessors  govern 
themselves  by  the  Resolve  of  December^  1780,  in  making 
said  assessment. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  other  classes  in 
said  town,  who  have  not  completed  the  payment  of  their 
men,  shall  proceed  without  delay  to  complete  the  same, 
agreeable  to  the  abovesaid  Resolve. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  all  the  votes  of  the 
.town  that  respect  the  averaging  the  cost  of  the  hire  of  the 
men,  and  settling  with  the  classes,  be,  and  hereby  are, 
declared  to  be  null  and  void.  November  26, 1785. 

Chapter  100. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS  OF  CkaV  100 
THE  COUNTY  OP  SUFFOLK,  AND  GRANTING   A  TAX  OF  TWO  ^  ' 

THOUSAND  POUNDS,  TO  BE  ASSESSED  ON  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  the  Justices  of' the  Court  of  the  Oeneral  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  have  laid 
before  this  Courts  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 
said  county,  from  May  22d,  1784,  to  May  23d,  1785  ;  also 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  the  said  county  for  one  year,  from  the  said 
tweniy-third  of  May,  1785  ;  and  further  praying  that  the 
sum  of  Two  thousand  pounds,  may  be  granted  for  said 
purpose;  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court,  that  said  sum  is 
necessary,  and  that  the  accounts  exhibited  are  right  cast, 
a7id  well  vouched;  and  that  the  expefiditures  wei^e  for  such 
purposes,  as  the  said  Justices  were  by  law  authorized  to 
provide  for:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  allowed. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby 
is,  granted  a  tax  of  Two  thousand  pounds,  to  be  appor* 
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tioned  and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county 
of  Suffolk^  and  the  estates  lying  within  the  same,  to  be 
collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county, 
conformably  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth :  And 
inasmuch  as  a  new  valuation  will  probably  be  soon 
established, 

Resolved^  That  if  the  tax  hereby  granted  shall  be 
apportioned  and  assessed  according  to  the  last  valuation, 
the  said  Justices  shall,  on  a  new  valuation,  and  in  the 
next  succeeding  tax,  charge  or  credit  the  several  towns 
within  the  said  county,  with  such  sum  or  sums  as  might 
appear  to  have  belonged  unto  them,  had  the  same  been 
made  by  such  new  valuation.  November  25 y  1785. 

Chapter  101. 

Chap.lOl  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  REBECCA  RAYMOND,  STAYING 

*  EXECUTION* 

On  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Raymond,  wife  of  Nathan 
Raymond,  of  Littleton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex y  pray- 
ing to  be  discharged  from  an  execution,  in  favour  of  this 
Commonwealth  y  against  the  estate  of  her  said  husband ,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the*  said  execution  be  stayed  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  the  General  Court.        November  25 ^  1785. 

Chapter  102. 

Chat)  102  RESOLVE  ESTABLISHING  THE  PAY  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
-^*  GENERAL  COURT,  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  SENATE.  &c. 

JResolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  the  sum  of  eight  shillings^  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Honorable  Council,  and  the  sum  of  seven  shil- 
lings and  six  pence,  to  each  member  of  the  Honorable 
Senate,  and  the  sum  of  seven  shillingSj  to  each  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives; — for  each  day  they  have 
attended  the  Council  or  General  Court  the  present  session  : 
also  the  further  sum  of  one  day's  pay  for  every  ten  miles 
distance  each  member  lives  from  the  place  of  the  Court's 
sitting. 

Arid  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
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the  Hon.  Samuel  Phillips ^  jun.  Esq ;  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's 
attendance  the  present  session  of  the  General  Court ;  to 
the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Gorham^  Esq ;  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  for 
each  day's  attendance  on  the  General  Couil,  over  and 
above  their  respective  pay  as  members  thereof. 

And  he  it  further  Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Mr.  George  Richards  Minot^  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  also  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper^  Clerk 
of  the  Honorable  Senate,  the  sum  of  Forty  pounds  each, 
in  part  for  their  services  the  present  year. 

November  25,  1785. 

Chapter  103. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ABIBZER  EDSON,  DIRECTING  f/Ao©  103 
THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCHARGE  THE  NOTE  MENTIONED.         ^        "* 

On  the  petition  of  Abiezer  Edson,  setting  forth  that 
Josiah  Edson,  Usq;  an  absentee,  was  indebted  to  him  the 
sum  of  Three  pounds, ^r  which  the  said  Josiah  gave  his 
note  of  hand,  dated  July  28,  1770,  which  note  v)as  mislaid 
and  lost  until  the  whole  of  the  said  Josiah  Edson's  estate 
was  sold  by  order  of  government,  and  praying  that  the  sum 
due  on  said  note  might  be  paid  him  notwithstanding  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  the  sum  of  Three  pounds,  to  the  said  Abiezer 
Edson,  on  his  delivering  to  the  Treasurer  the  aforesaid 
note,  and  in  full  discharge  thereof.      November  25,  1785. 

Chapter  104. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  REUBEN  TOTMAN,  &c.  INHAB-  nh„rf^  104 
ITANTS  OF  HUBBARDSTON,  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  ^''"i^'^^* 
VIEW  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  SAID  TOWN,  AND  REPORT. 

On  the  petition  of  Reuben  Totman,  Joseph  Newton, 
Amos  Parker,  John  Williams  and  David  Hemmingway, 
inhabitants  of  the  town  q/"  Hubbardston,  jora?ym<7  that  they 
may  be  set  off  from  the  said  toion  o/"  Hubbardston,  and 
annexed  to  the  town  of  Barre,  or  that  a  Committee  may  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  view,  at  the  petitioners 
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cost^  their  situation  and  circumstances y  and  report  their 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  the  petitioners  being  set  off  as 
aforesaid: 

Resolvedy  That  Seth  Washburne^  Abel  Wilder  and 
Hiram  Newhall^  Esq'rs.  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the 
town  of  Ilubbardston^  notify  all  persons  interested,  hear 
their  allegations  and  complaints,  view  their  situation  and 
circumstances,  and  report  their  opinion  at  the  next  sitting 
of  the  General  Court ;  and  that  the  expences  arising  on 
the  said  business  be  paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the  peti- 
tioners aforesaid.  November  25 ^  17 85, 


Chapter  106. 

Chai)  105  RESOLVE   adjourning  the  court  for  the  trial  of  PIRA- 
^  '  CIES,  AT  SAJLEM,  TO  BOSTOy,  ON  THE  THIRD   WEDNESDAY 

OF  FEBRUARY  NEXT,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  SHERIFF  OF 
BSSBX  TO  CONVEY  THE  PIRATES  FROM  THE  GOAL  IN  SALEM, 
AND  DELIVER  THEM  TO  THE  SHERIFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
SUFFOLK, 

Whereas  it  is  expedient^  that  the  Courts  which  iiow 
stands  adjourned  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  February 
nexty  to  meet  at  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  for  the 
trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies^  done  and  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  should  be  adjourned  over  to  Boston,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  for  the  trial  of  Piracies  and 
Felonies,  done  and  committed  on  the  high  seas,  which  now 
stands  adjourned  to  meet  at  Salem,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  February  next,  be, 
and  it  hereby  is,  further  adjourned  to  meet  at  Boston,  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February 
next ;  and  all  matters  and  things  shall  have  day  in  said 
Court,  at  said  adjournment  at  Boston,  as  they  would  have 
had  at  the  adjournment  of  said  Court  to  the  second 
Wednesday  of  February ^  next,  at  Salem,  as  aforesaid: 
and  the  said  Court  are  hereby  empowered  to  proceed 
thereon  in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  have  done, 
had  not  the  said  Court  been  adjourned  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  Richard  Squires  and  John  Matthew,  pris^ 
oners  in  the  Gommx)nwealth^s  goal  at  Salem,  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  stand  convicted  of  Felony  and  Robbery  on  the  high 
seas,  and  sentence  has  not  yet  been  parsed  on  them  for  said 
offence: 
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Resolved^  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Essex ^  bo, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  convey  the  said  Sq^ni'es  and 
Matthew,  to  the  bounds  of  the  county  of  Ussex,  and 
deliver  them  unto  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  said  prisoners,  and 
convey  them  to  the  Commonwealth's  goal  at  Boston,  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  there  safely  to  keep  them, 
until  sentence  can  be  passed  upon  them. 

November  25,1785. 

Chapter  106. 

RESOLVE  RESPECTING  THE  WHALE  FISHERY,  AND  DIRECTING  Chaj)  106 
THE    SECRETARY    TO    PUBLISH   THE    SAME   IN   ADAMS  AND  ^' 

NOURSE'S  PAPER,  AND  THE  ESSEX,  FALMOUTH  AND  PLTM- 
OUIH  NEWSPAPERS. 

Whereas  this  Court,  having  a  due  sense  of  the  high 
worth  and  importance  of  the  Wliale  Fishery,  are  desirous 
of  its  preservation,  not  only  to  this  State,  but  to  the  United 
States  in  general:    Tlierefore 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  following  bounties  upon  Whale  Oil 
of  the  different  qualities  hereafter  mentioned,  viz, : 

For  every  ton  of  white  Spermacseti  Oil,  Five  pounds. 
For  every  ton  of  brown  or  yellow  Spermaca^ti  Oil,  sixty   * 
shillings. 

For  every  ton  of  Whale  Oil,  (so  called) /o?yy  shillings, 

that  may  be  taken  or  caught,  by  any  vessel  or  vessels  that 
are,  or  may  be,  owned  and  manned  wholly  by  the  inhal) 
itantsiof  this  Commonwealth,  and  landed  within  the  same, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  each 
town  within  this  Commonwealth,  where  said  fishery  is 
carried  on,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and 
directed  to  appoint  an  Inspector,  or  Inspectors,  who 
(first  making  oath  for  the  due  performance  of  his  or 
their  duty)  shall  inspect  all  Aich  oil  so  landed,  with  an 
iron  oil  searcher,  and  with  a  marking  iron,  mark  on  the 
head  of  each  cask  so  inspected,  the  initial  letters  of  his 
name;  describing  the  qualit}'  of  the  oil  by  letters  W.  B. 
Y.  W.  O.  annexed,  and  make  certificate  thereof,  to  the 
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Selectmen  of  such  town  as  aforesaid,  under  oath,  —  such 
Inspector  or  Inspisctors,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  owners 
of  such  oil  so  inspected,  on  certificate  being  produced  as 
aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  in  order  to  entitle  the 
owner  or  owners  of  the  oil  so  taken,  landed,  inspected 
and  marked  as  aforesaid,  to  the  bounty  or  bounties,  afore- 
said, the  owner  or  owners  of  the  vessel  or  vessels,  that 
took  and  landed  the  same,  shall  produce  to  the  Governor 
and  Council,  a  certificate  from  under  the  hands  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town,  where  the  said  oil  was  landed  and 
inspected  as  aforesaid,  which  certificate  shall  be  in  the 
following  words,  mutatis  mutandis: 

S.  ss.  178    .    This  certifies  that  the  ,  A.  B. 

master,  owned  by  E.  F.  of  in  the  county  aforesaid, 

arrived  at  this  port,  from  a  whaling  voyage  on  the 
instant,  (or  as  the  case  may  be)  and  had  on  board  the 
following  quantities  of  oil  hereafter  named,  viz, : 

Tons  of  white  Spermacseti  Oil. 

Tons  of  brown  of  yellow  Spermaceti  Oil. 

Tons  of  Whale  Oil. 


The  whole  of  which  was  landed  at  said  port  of  and 

there  inspected  according  to  law,  and  a  certificate  thereof, 
under  the  hand  of  A.  B.  sworn  Inspector  for  the  port 
aforesaid,  to  us  produced. 

)  Selectmen 
of 


r 


And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  said  owner  or 
owners,  together  with  the  master  mentioned  in  the  said 
certificate,  shall  each  of  them  subscribe  the  same ;  and 
the  said  owner  or  owners,  together  with  the  said  master, 
shall  make  oath  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
same  county,  in  the  form  following,  viz, : 

You  A,  B,  and  (7.  -D.  do  solemnly  swear  {or  affirm) 
that  you  were  the  sole  ow7i^\s  of  the  ,  A.  B.  master, 

mentioned  in  this  certifcate,  during  the  whole  time  she  was 
employed  on  the  whaling  voyage  herein  mentioned;  and 
that  the  quantity  of  oil  aforesaid^  was  taken  or  caught  by 
the  persons  employed  on  board  said  vessel,  during  said 
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voyage;  which  vessel  was  navigated  and  manned  wholly 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  State;  and  that  no  foreigner ^ 
directly  or  indirectly ^  hath  {or  had)  any  share^  part^  or 
interest  therein;  and  that  the  whole  of  said  oil^  was  taken 
or  caughty  after  the  first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1786. 

So  help  you  God. 

And  it  is  farther  Resolved,  That  upon  such  certificate 
being  produced  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  Gov- 
ernor, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  to  grant  a  warrant  on  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  payment  of  the 
bounties,  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  publish  the  aforegoing  Resolve,  in 
Adams  and  Nourse^s,  the  Essex,  Falmouth  and  Plymouth 
newspapers.  November  28^  1786, 


Chapter  107. 

EESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EBENEZER  PROVT,  GRANTING  ChoV  107 
HIM    TWENTY-ONE  POUNDS'  SEVEN    SHILLINGS    FOR    HIS  ^* 

SERVICES,  AND  THE  TREASURER  IS  DIRECTED  TO  PAY  HIM. 

On  the  petition  of 'Ehenezer  Front,  praying  for  an  allow^ 
ancefor  his  sei*vices  while  serving  as  clerk  to  the  Committee 
on  Valuation: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Ebenezer  Prout,  the 
sum  of  Twenty-one  pounds,  seven  shillings,  in  full  for  his 
services ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
said  sum  accordingly.  November  26, 1785. 

Chapter  108. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MERCY  WELLS,  OF  DEBRFIELD,  CJifjTi  108 
EMPOWERING  HER  TO  SELL  THE  LAND  MENTIONED.  ^nu^.lVJO 

On  the  petition  of  Mercy  Wells,  of  Deerfield,  in  the 
cown^yq/"  Hampshire,  widow,  guardian  to  Sarah  Wells  and 
Mercy  Wells,  of  said  Deerfield,  minors,  praying  that  she 
may  be  empowered  in  her  said  capacity  to  sell  a  small 
piece  of  land  lying  in  Carter's  land,  so  called,  in  the  town  • 
aforesaid,  containing  about  eleven  acres,  bounded  easterly 
on  Deerfield  Kiver,  loesterly  on  land  of  John  Williams, 
southerly  on  land  of  Eldad  Bard  well,  and  northerly  on 
land  of  Thomas  Bardwell : 
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Resolved  J  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner,  be,  and  she  hereby  is,  empowered 
to  sell  the  above  described  land  for  the  most  the  same  will 
fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  she  observing  the  rules  and 
directions  of  law  relating  to  the  sale  of  estates  by  guar- 
dians, and  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Hampshire^  that  the  proceeds  arising  by  such 
sale  shall  be  applied,  or  laid  out  in  other  real  estate,  for 
the  benefit  of  said  minors.  November  26^  1785. 

Chapter  109. 

ChaV*109  RESOLVE  ON  THE   MEMORIAL   OF    NATHANIEL    OORHAM,  ESQ; 
-^*  ADMINISTRATOR   ON     THE    ESTATE     OF     CALEB    CALL,    OF 

CHARLESTOWN,    EMPOWERING    HIM    TO    SELL    A    CERTAIN 
HOUSE  LOT. 

On  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Esq;  adminis- 
trator on  the  estate  of  Caleb  Call,  Esq;  late  of  Charlestown, 
deceased^  praying  ^  for  certain  reasons  set  forth  in  hi%  peti- 
tion y  that  he  may  be  empowered ^  in  the  absentee  of  the  oilier 
administrator y  to  sell  at  private  sale  to  Doctor  Josiah  Bart- 
let,  with  the  consent  of  the  heirs  now  in  this  Comman- 
wealthy  the  house  lot  of  said  deceased y  to  satisfy  the  just 
debts  of  said  deceased: 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Gorhamy  Esq  ;  as  administra- 
tor on  the  estate  of  said  Caleb  Cally  Esq ;  deceased,  be 
empowered  to  sell  at  private  sale,  with  the  consent  of  the 
heirs  of  said  deceased  in  this  Commonwealth,  the  house 
lot  of  said  deceased,  to  Doctor  Josiah  Bartlety  notwith- 
standing the  absence  of  the  other  administrator  out  of  this 
Commonwealth,  he,  the  said  Nathaniel  Gorhamy  giving 
sufficient  ])()nd8  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex  y  to  apply  such  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  said  sale  as  shall  be  necessary  therefor,  to  the  discharge 
of  the  just  debts  of  said  deceased,  and  account  with  the 
Judge  for  the  remainder  thereof.        November  28 y  17 85, 

Chapter  110. 

ChaV  110  l^^^SOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  the  managers  of    win  CHEN' 
^  DON  lottery,  giving  THEM  LIBERTY  TO  PUBLISH  A  LIST 

of  PRIZES  IN   ANY  PUBLIC  NEWSPAPER. 

liesolvedy  That  the  managers  of  Winchendon  Lottery 
have  lil)erty  to  publish  a  list  of  prizes  in  the  remaining 
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classes  of  said  Lottery  in  any  public  newspaper  in  this 
Commonwealth,  which  may  appear  to  them  most  conven- 
ient, any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  28  y  1785. 

Chapter  111. 

RESOLVE  MAKING  AN  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  THE  PAY  OF  THE  Ckap.lll 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  VALUATION.  ^' 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Valuation,  the  sum  oi  eight  shillings^ 
per  diem^  for  his  services  in  that  business,  in  the  last  recess 
of  the  General  Court ;  and  one  shilling  per  diem^  for  said 
sei-vices,  over  and  above  his  pay  as  a  member  of  said 
Court,  during  the  present  sitting  of  the  same. 

November  28,  1785. 

Chapter  112. 

RESOLVE    ALLOWING    THE    COUNTY    TREASURER'S    ACCOUNTS  Chai)  112 
FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF    MIDDLESEX,  AND   GRANTING  A  TAX  ^' 

TO  BE  APPORTIONED  ON  THE   INHABITANTS,  FOR   DEFRAY- 
ING THE  CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurei'^s 
accounts  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  they  are  right 
cast  and  well  vouched;  and  that  all  the  monies  granted  and 
allowed  by  the  Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  county,  for  the  year  1784,  were  for  suchpur- 
poses  and  appropriations,  as  by  law  the  said  Court  were 
etnpowered  to  grant : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  accepted 
and  allowed. 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices 
of  said  Court,  made  the  second  2\iesday  of  September, 
1785,  that  the  sum  of  Seven  hundred  pounds,  will  be 
necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  said  county,  for  one 
year  next  ensuing :   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax  of 
Seven  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  on 
the  inhabitants  of  said  county,  and  the  estates  lying  within 
the  same;  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the  use  of 
the  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth. November  29,  1785.  • 
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Chapter  113. 

Chap.113  RKSOLVR     ON     XriE     representation     of     SAMUEL     WARD, 
■^  *  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT   HIM   WITH  A  SUM 

OF  MONEY  MENTIONED,  BY  WAY  OF  DISCOUNT. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court,  that  Samuel 
Ward,  Esq;  late  Collector  of  Impost  and  Excise y  for  the 
western  district  of  the  county  of  Essex,  is  unable  to  pay 
the  balance  due  from  him  to  this  Comm4>nwealth: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
(upon  application  made  to  him  for  the  purpose)  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  credit  the  said 
Ward,  on  the  balance  of  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ffty-two  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  one  penny  far- 
thing, due  from  said  Ward  to  this  Commonwealth  ;  in  the 
manner  following,  viz.  —  By  discounting  the  sum  which 
may  be  due  to  said  Ward,  from  this  Commonwealth,  for 
his  part  of  the  vessels  lost  at  Penobscot,  and  by  receiving 
of  said  Ward,  three  consolidated  notes,  amounting  to  Three 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  three  shillings,  with  the  inter- 
est due  thereon  ;  and  likewise  a  note  given  to  said  Ward, 
by  Moses  Greenleaf,  late  Deputy  Collector  of  Impost  and 
Excise  for  the  county  of  Essex,  amounting  to  Forty-seven 
pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  fve  pence;  which  sums, 
when  so  discounted  and  received  by  the  said  Treasurer, 
shall  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  said  Ward^s  account  as 
aforesaid.  November  29,  1785. 


Chapter  114. 

/^A^^  114  RESOLVE     GRANTING    THREE    THOUSAND     POUNDS     TO    THE 
^       I  '  COMMITTEE  ON   ACCOUNTS. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  a  sum  of  money 
is  necessary  to  he  appropriated  for  pay  ment  of  such  accounts 
as  have  been,  or  may  he  allowed  by  the  Committee  for  exam- 
ining  and  passing  accounts:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Three  thousand  pounds  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the 
Committee  appointed  for  allowing  and  passing  accounts, 
said  Committee  to  bo  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of 
tlje  same.  November  29,  1785. 
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Chapter  115. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   JONATHAN  REED,  IN  BEHALF  (JhaV  116 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF    LITTLETON,  DISCHARGING   THEM    FROM  -^^ 

A  FINE. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Reed,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Littleton,  praying  for  the  abatement  of  a  fine  set  on 
said  town,  for  the  deficiency  of  one  man,  ordered  to  be 
raised  for  the  Continental  Army : 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Littleton,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
discharged  of  the  fine  aforesaid,  and  that  the  Assessors  of 
said  town,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  assess 
the  said  fine  upon  the  deficient  class  in  said  town,  and  to 
deliver  such  assessment  to  a  Collector  of  said  town,  with" 
a  warrant  to  enable  him  to  collect  the  same  ;  and  directing 
payment  thereof  to  be  made  into  the  treasury  of  said 
town,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

November  29, 1785. 

Chapter  116. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION   OF    SAMUEL    EDDY,    DIRECTING  ^nrr^^  1 1g 
THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  HIM  THE  SUM  DUE  TO  HIM.  V/aiu^.J-xv 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Eddy,  representing  that  his 
wages,  amounting  to  Thirty  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  have 
been  paid  on  a  forged  order,  and  praying  the  consideration 
of  this  Court: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  pay  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  the  said 
Samuel  Eddy,  or  order,  the  sum  which  may  appear  to  be 
due  to  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  have  done, 
if  the  wages  had  not  been  paid  on  a  forged  order  as  afore- 
said. November  29,1785, 


Chapter  117. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SOLOMON  CLARKE  AND  OTHERS,  (Jhav  117 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  PLANTATION  OF   CANAAN,  IN  LINCOLN  ^  ^    If' 
COUNTY,  TO  NOTIFY  THE    INHABITANTS  OF   THE  TOWN  OF 
WINSLOW,  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Solomon  Clarke,  Samuel  Worton  and 
Robert  Hood,  Committee  of  the  Plantation  of  Cuntxnn,  pray- 
ing for  relief  with  regard  to  taxes  laid  on  them  by  the 
Assessors  of  the  toum  of  Winslow : 
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Resolved  J  That  the  petitioners  be  directed  to  notify  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Winslow^  to  appear  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  the  second  sitting  of  the  next  Gen- 
eral Court,  by  serving  the  Assessors  of  said  town  with  an 
attested  copy  of  this  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  sixty 
days  at  least  before  said  second  Wednesday,  to  shew 
cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition 
sliould  not  be  granted,  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  all 
demands  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  Plantation,  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  WinsloWy  be  stayed. 

November  29, 1785. 


Chapter  118. 

Chan  1 18  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  george  babcock,  directing 
-^  the  treasurer  to  receive  of  said  babcock,  a  sum 

OF   continental  money,  in  discharge  of  the  sum 
mentioned. 

On  th^  petition  of  George  Babcock,  setting  forth  that 
he  collected  a  sum  of  Continental  money  before  the  law 
took  effect,  prohibiting  Collectors  receiving  the  same;  but 
was  prevented frompaying  the  said  money  into  the  Treasury 
of  this  Commomcealthy  by  reason  that  the  certificate  accom-- 
panying  the  same,  v:as  not  in  due  form  of  law:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  receive  of 
George  Babcock,  a  Constable  for  the  town  of  Partridge-- 
field.  Fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars.  Continental 
money,  in  discharge  of  so  much  money  committed  him  to 
collect ;  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. November  29, 1 785. 


Chapter  119. 

Chan  IIQ  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  STEPHEN  SMITH,  CONFIRMING 
\jivu£f.X3.XJ  A  CERTAIN  DEED  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Stephen  ^in\t)i,  praying  for  the  con- 
firmation  of  a  deed  of  land  bearing  date  the  tenth  day  of 
February,  A.D.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  made  by  John  Murray,  Esq;  an  absentee,  granting 
to  the  aforesaid  Stephen  Smith,  a  tract  of  land,  in  a  place 
formerly  called  East  Hoosuck,  now  Adams,  estimated  at 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres,  which  deed  is  not 
acknowledged : 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 

that  the  said  deed  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  confirmed 

to  him,  the  ssiid  Stephen  Smith,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to 

have  and  to  hold  the  tract  of  land  therein  described,  in 

the  same  manner,  as  they  might  or  could  have  done  if  the 

said  John  Murray,  Esq  ;  had  acknowledged  said  deed. 

November  29j  1785. 
- , .__  . • 

Chapter  120. 

RESOLVE    ON  THE  PETITION  (5f  TIMOTHY  HUDSOy  AND  JOHN  ChaV.12/0 
FERGUSON,    IN    BEHALF    OF     THE     INHABITANTS    OF    THE  ^' 

PLANTATION  OF  JIANCOCK,  IN  LINCOLN  COUNTY,  TO  NOTIFY 
THE  INHABITANTS  OF    WINSLOIV,  TO  SHEW  CAUSE. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Timothy  Hudson  and  John  Ferguson, 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Plantation  of  Hancock, 
praying  for  an  abatement  of  taxes  laid  on  said  Plantation 
by  the  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Winslow  : 

Pesolvedy  That  the  petitioners  be  directed  to  notify  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Winslow^  to  appear  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  the  second  sitting  of  the  next  Gen- 
eral Court,  by  serving  the  Assessors  of  said  town  with  an 
attested  copy  of  this  petition,  and  this  order  thereon, 
sixty  days  at  least,  before  the  said  second  Wednesday,  to 
shew  cause  (if  any  they  have)  why  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  that 
all  demands  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  Plantation,  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Winslow,  be  stayed. 

November  29, 1785. 


Chapter.  121. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PAY  ROLL  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  VALUA- 
TION, FOR  THEIR  SERVICES. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  gentlemen  on  this  roll  be 
paid  accordingly.  November  29,  1785. 


Chap.121 


Chapter  123. 


MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR,   BY    THE  rri^^lOO 
SECRETARY.  ^  '^^P'  ^  ^^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 
I  have  received  by  the  post,  several  letters  from  Mr. 
Thompson,  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  dated  the  9th,  14th 
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and  18th  instant.  With  the  first  came  two  printed  copies 
of  the  Journal  of  Congress  for  the  past  year :  one  of  the 
Journals  for  the  Legislature,  and  the  other  for  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  government.  The  letter  of  the  14th  watf 
accompanied  with  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d, 
directing  that  the  claims  of  all  persons,  for  services  in 
the  military  department,  shall  be  exhibited  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  army  accounts,  by  the  first  of  August  next,  or  be 
forever  thereafter  precluded  from  adjustment  or  allowance. 

With  the  other  letter  was  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  to 
the  said  Secretary,  from  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
mentioning,  that  the  advices  lately  received  from  Europe^ 
demand  the  attentive  consideration  of  Congress ;  and 
urging,  that  in  his  letters  to  the  States,  he  would  impress 
them  with  the  necessity  of  their  being  speedily,  fully  and 
constantly  represented  in  Congress. 

The  two  last  mentioned  letters  of  Mr.  Thompson^  may 
require  your  attention.  These,  with  the  Journal  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  papers  above  referred  to,  will  be  laid  before 
you  by  the  Secretary.  j^^^  BowDom. 

Council  Chamber,  November  29,  1785. 

Chapter  123. 

Chap.123  RESOLVE  appointino  peter  boter  one  of  the  committee 

^  FOii    METHODIZING    ACCOUNTS,    AND    ALLOWING    HIM    PAY 

FOR  ASSISTING  THE  SAID  COMMITTEE. 

Whereas  Thomas  Walley  has  resigned  as  one  of  the 
Committee  for  stating  and  methodizing  the  accounts  of  this 
Coryunonwealthy  and  it  is  necessary  that  said  Cominittee 
should  consist  of  two  persons  : 

Resolved y  That  Peter  Boyer^  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
appointed  one  of  the  Committee  for  stating  and  methodiz- 
ing the  public  accounts,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Walley^ 
who  has  resigned. 

Wliei^eas  it  has  been  represented^  that  Peter  Boyer  has 
been  constantly  and  usefully  employ ed^  in  assisting  the 
Committee  for  stating  and  methodizing  the  public  accounts, 
during  the  last  recess^  and  to  the  present  time: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  directed  to  allow  the  said  Peter  Boyer  the 
same  pay  as  the  members  of  the  said  Committee  are 
allowed,  for  the  time  he  has  been  employed  as  aforesaid. 

November  30y  1785. 
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Chapter  124. 

RESOLVE  ADDING    JOHN   BROOKS,   ESQ;    TO   THE    COMMITTEE  Chap.124: 
APPOINTED  BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  28th  OCTOBER,  1783,  ON  THE  ^ 

SUBJECT  OF  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
LINCOLN. 

Resolved^  That  John  Brooks^  Esq ;  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  added  to  the  Comraittee  appointed  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
General  Coun  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  October^  1783,  on 
the  subject  of  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  itn- 
colny  in  the  room  of  Nathan  Dane,  Esq  ;  who  is  absent  at 
Congress.  November  30, 1785. 


Chapter  126. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    BUTLER  FOGERTT,    GIVING  QhaV  125 
HIM  LEAVE   TO    ENTER   THE    ACTIONS    MENTIONED    ANEW.  ^* 

HE  SERVING  JOSEPH  PRINCE    AND    CALEB   PRINCE   WITH 
A  COPY  OF  THIS  RESOLVE. 

On  the  petition  of  Butler  Fogerty,  pi'aying  for  leave  to 
re-enter  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  county  of 
SuflFolk,  two  actions  against  him,  the  one  in  favour  of 
Joseph  Prince,  and  the  other  of  Caleb  Prince  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Butler  have  leave  to  enter  anew,  two 
actions  which  were  commenced  against  him  at  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  in  July  last,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
the  one  in  favour  of  Joseph  Prince,  and  the  other  in  flavour 
of  Caleb  Prince,  which  actions  were  defaulted,  at  the 
next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  holden  within  and 
for  said  county  of  Suffolk ;  and  that  he  may  there  have 
advantage  of  all  such  evidence  and  proceedings,  as  though 
no  such  default  had  been  made ;  and  that  the  executions 
which  have  issued  against  him,  the  said  Fogerty,  on  the 
said  actions,  be  stayed ;  he,  the  said  Fogerty,  serving  the 
said  Joseph  Prince  and  Caleb  Prince,  or  their  attorney, 
with  an  attested  copy  of  this  Resolve,  ten  days  at  least 
before  the  next  sitting  of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  said  county.  November  30,  1785. 


Chapter  126. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TRACT  OF    LAND  TO    EDWARD   SMITH  Chan  I^R 
AND  OTHERS,  ON  PENOBSCOT  RIVER,  DIRECTING  THE  COM-  ^'^^P^^^^ 
MITTEE    ON    UNAPPROPRIATED    LANDS,  TO    LAY   OUT,  SUR- 
VEY, AND  GIVE  A  DEED  OF  SAID  LAND. 

Resolved,  That  a  quantity  of  land,  equal  to  six  miles 
square,  bounding  southerly  on  Frankfort,  and  easterly  on 
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Penobscot  River y  be  granted  and  confirmed  to  Edward 
Smith  and  others,  who  have  petitioned  for  the  same,  and 
are  the  settlers  thereon,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  con- 
dition of  their  paying  for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  six 
shillings  per  acre,  in  consolidated  securities  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, within  one  year  from  this  time,  with  interest 
till  paid  ;  provided  such  lands  are  not  included  within  the 
tract  of  land  confirmed  to  the  proprietors  holding  under 
Beauchavip  and  Levered:  provided  also,  that  there  be 
previously  deducted  from  the  said  quantity,  fifty  acres  for 
each  of  the  petitioners,  who  have  actually  settled  thereon, 
which  is  to  be  considered  as  a  compensation  for  settle- 
ment ;  and  also  two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  the  fii*st 
settled  minister ;  two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  the 
ministry ;  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  for  a  grammar 
school ;  and  two  hundred  acres  near  the  centre  of  the  town, 
for  the  future  disposition  of  Government;  and  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  a  Resolve  of  Court,  of  the  28th  of 
October,  1783,  on  the  sulyect  of  unappropriated  lands  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to 
cause  the  said  township  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  as 
soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  and  make  and  execute 
a  good  deed  thereof  to  the  petitioners,  on  the  conditions, 
and  with  the  reservations,  hereinbefore  recited. 

November  30, 1785. 


Chapter  127. 

Chan  127  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  william  rogbrs,  empovher- 

^  '  ING  CALEB  WEST  TO  SELL  AND  CONVEY  THE  LANDS  MEN- 

TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Rogers,  o/*  Greenwich,  pray- 
ing that  some  meet  person  may  be  appointed,  and  empovy 
ered  to  sell  and  convey  certain  lands  lying  in  Brimfield, 
belonging  to  him  and  his  wife  Silence  Rogers : 

Resolved,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition.  That  the 
prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that  Mr.  Caleb  West,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  to  sell  and  convey,  by  deed, 
the  lands  described  in  said  petition,  as  in  his  judgment 
shall  be  most  advantageous  to  the  owners  and  heirs  of  said 
land  ;  and  tlie  said  Caleb  West  shall  be  accountable  to  the 
two  children  of  the  said  William  Rogers,  and  his  said 
wife  Silence  Rogers,  or  to  their  proper  heirs,  for  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  lands,  hy  paying  to  each  of  said  children  an 
equal  share  of  said  proceeds,  at  the  time  they  shall  respec- 
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tively  an-ive  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  the 
deed  or  deeds  properly  executed  by  said  Galeh  West,  shall 
be  good  and  valid  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  November  30, 1785. 


Chapter  128. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE    PETITION    OF    JOffiV    BROWN,    DIRECTING  Chap.128 
THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY   HIM  THE  SUM    MADE  UP  IN  THE  ^ 

PAY  ROLL,  FOR  SERVICES,  IN  1780. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Brown,  praying  that  he  may  be 
paid  his  wages  for  three  months  service  in  the  Continental 
Army,  in  the  year  1780,  which  have  been  dravm  by  a 
fraudulent  order : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  John  Broion  the  sum 
he  is  made  up  for  in  the  pay  roll  of  the  regiment  to  which 
he  belonged,  when  in  service  three  months  in  the  year 
1780,  his  wagea  being  paid  on  a  fraudulent  order  notwith- 
standing. November  30,  1785. 


Chapter  129, 

RESOLVE   REPEALING    A    RESOLVE    PASSED    THE    SECOND    OF  C%ai>.129 
NOVEMBER,    1786,     IN     FAVOUR     OF    JONATHAN    JACKSON,  ^' 

ESQ. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  this  General  Court,  of  the  second 
day  of  November  instant,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
toealth  was  empowered  and  directed  to  give  unto  Jonathan 
Jackson,  Esq;  a  note  bearing  date  the  fifth  o/"  July,  1779, 
in  the  form  of  the  notes  called  consolidated  notes,  for  sxich 
sum  as  was  on  that  day  due  to  him,  on  account  of  the  ships 
Monmouth  and  Vengeance,  lost  in  the  expedition  against 
Penobscot ;  and  it  appearing  upon  mature  consideration  to 
be  very  uneq^ial,  as  applied  to  other  creditors  of  govern-- 
ment,  that  the  said  Jonathan  Jackson,  JEsq;  should  have 
his  note  dated  as  aforesaid : 

Resolved,  That  the  abovementioned  Resolution  of  the 
second  of  Noveiriber  instant,  so  far  as  it  empowers  and 
directs  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  to  give  unto 
the  said  Jonathan  Jackson,  Esq  ;  a  note  bearing  date  the 
fifth  oi  July,  1779,  on  account  of  what  was  due  to  him  on 
that  day  for  the  said  vessels  lost  as  aforesaid,  be,  and  is, 
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hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void  to  all  intents 
and  puq)ose8,  and  the  Treaaurer  is  directed  to  govern 
himself  accordingly.  November  30^  1785. 

Chapter  ISO, 

Chav  130  RESOLVE  continuing  the  establishment  fob  the  castle 

^'  to  the    fourth  WEDNESDAY  OF  THE    NEXT    SITTING    OF 

THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Resolved^  That  the  present  establishment  of  the  Castle^ 
in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  continued 
until  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court.  December  i,  1785, 


Chapter  131, 

Chai)  131  RESOLVE  ON    the  petition  OF  ROBERT  PAGE,  IN  BEHALF  OF 
^  '  THE    TOWN  OF  tVINTHROP,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO 

CREDIT    SAID    TOWN    FOR    THEIR   DEFICIENCY    OF   THREE 
YEARS,  THREE  AND  FIVE  MONTHS  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Page,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Winthrop,  prayinfj^for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition, 
a  remittance  of  a  fine  laid  upon  said  toion,  of  Two  hundred 
sixteen  pounds,  two  shillings  and  three  pence,  for  defi- 
ciency in  raising  three  years,  three  and  five  montJis  men: 

Resolved,  That  the  fine  of  Two  hundred  sixteen  pounds, 
two  shillimjs  and  three  pence,  laid  upon  the  town  of  Win- 
throp, for  deficiency  in  raising  three  years,  three  and  five 
months  men,  be  remitted ;  and  that  the  Treasurer,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,"  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  the  said  fine. 

December  1,  1785. 


Chapter  132, 

Chwn  1S2  HRSOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  BEALS,  DIRECTING  HIM 
^  TO  SERVE   JOHN  HUNTER  WITH  A  COPY   OF    HIS    PETITION 

AND    THE    ORDER,  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  AND  STAYING  EXE- 
CUTION 

Upon  the  petition  o/" Thomas  Beals,  representing  that  he 
had  lost  his  law  in  an  action  brought  against  him  by  John 
Hunter,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  his  attorney,  in  not  enter- 
ing his  appeal,  in  consequence  of  xohich,  an  execution  was 
issued  against  him: 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  so  far 
granted,  that  he  be  directed  to  serve  the  said  Hunter  with 
a  copy  of  his  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  ten  days 
before  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  appear 
upon  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  same,  to  shew  cause 
(if  any  he  has)  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioner 
should  not  be  granted :  and  that  the  execution  be  stayed 
in  the  mean  time.  December  1^  1785. 


CAap.133 


Chapter  133. 

UESOLVE  GRANTING  SEVENTT-FOUR  POUNDS  TO  MART  BALL 
AND  WILLIAM  MINNS,  EXECUTORS  TO  THE  LAST  WILL  OF 
ROBERT  BALL,  DECEASED,  FOR  HIS  SALARY  TO  THE  19th 
OF  NOVEMBER,  1774. 

On  the  petition  q/'Mary  Ball  and  William  Minns,  exec- 
uiors  to  the  last  will  of  Robert  Ball,  deceased,  late  light 
house  keeper  in  Boston  harbour,  praying  for  an  alloroance 
of  Sixty  pounds,  for  one  year's  salary,  from  November 

1773,  to  November  1774,  being  the  allowance  formerly 
granted  him  by  the  General  Court,  for  several  years  pre- 
ceding: also  the  sum  of  Fourteen  pounds,  for  wood 
expended  in  that  year,  making  in  the  ivhole  Seventy-four 
pounds : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  the  said  Mary  Ball  and  William  Minns,  executors  to 
the  will  oi  Robert  Ball,  deceased,  the  sum  oi  Seventy-four 
pounds,  in  full  for  his  salary  to  the  19th  of  H'ovembefi', 

1774,  and  for  wood  expended  at  the  light  house  that  year. 

December  1,  1785, 

Chapter  134. 

RESOLVE    FOR   SUSPENDING    THE  OPERATION  OF  A  CLAUSE  IN  QhaT)  134 
THE    EXCISE   ACT,  TO    THE  THIRD  TUESDAY    OF  THE  NEXT  ^* 

SITTING  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Whereas  a  Resolve  pa^ed  the  General  Court,  the  fourth 
of  July  last,  suspending,  till  the  second  Tuesday  of  the 
present  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  the  operation  of  a 
dause  in  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  for 
the  explanation  of  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  for  laying  duties 
of  Impost  and  Excise  on  certain  goods,  vmres  and  merchant 
dize  therein  described,  and  for  repealing  the  sevei'al  laws 
heretofore  made  for  that  purpose : "  And  whereas   it  is 
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expedient  that  the  operation  of  the  aforesaid  clause,,  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Resolve^  should  be  still  further  suspended  : 
Hesolvedy  That  the  operation  of  the  clause  in  the  l>efore 
recited  act,  which  was  suspended  by  the  Resolve  before 
mentioned,  till  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  present  sitting 
of  the  General  Court,  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  further  sus- 
pended in  its  operation,  till  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court.  December  i,  17S5. 

Chapter  135. 

Chaj}A35  RESOLVE  requesting  the  governor  to  write  to  the 
^  '  several  governments,  and  inform  them  of  the  meas- 

ures THE  GENERAL  COURT  HAVE  TAKEN,  RESPECTING  THE 

navigation  act. 

Whereas  the  General  Court  have,  at  their  present  ses- 
sion, repealed  certain  clauses  in  an  act  passed  the  present 
year,  entitled,  ^'  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  Navigation 
and  Commerce,^^  lohich  act  has  been  communicated  to  the 
other  States  in  the  Confederacy : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  several  governments  in  the  union, 
of  the  measures  the  General  Court  have  taken  respecting 
said  act.  December  1, 1785, 

Chapter  136. 

Chan  136  Resolve  making  an  establishment  for  the  clerks  in 

^'  THE     several     offices, -to     CONTINUE     TO     THE    LAST 

WEDNESDAY  IN  MAY  NEXT. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  sums  be  allowed  to  the 
several  persons  hereafter  mentioned,  for  each  day  they 
shall  be  employed  in  the  business  of  their  respective 
offices,  viz, : 

To  each  of  the  Committee  for  stating  and  methodizing 
the  public  accounts,  twelve  shillings  per  day ;  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  said  Committee,  six  shillings  per  day ;  to 
the  Deputy  Secretary,  eight  shillings  per  day ;  to  the 
Treasurer's  Book  Keeper,  twelve  shillings  per  day  ;  to 
the  Clerks  in  the  Secretary's  office,  seven  shillings  per  day ; 
to  the  Clerks  in  the  Treasui'er's  office,  six  shillings  per  day ; 
and  to  the  consolidating  Clerk  in  said  office,  ten  shillings 
per  day  ;  and  that  this  establishment  continue  until  the 
last  Wednesday  in  May  next.  December  1, 1785. 
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Chapter  137, 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF  A  NUMBER    OF  SETTLERS  IN  (JJiaj)  137 
THE      PLANTATION       CALLED      BAKERSTOWN,     APPOINTING  ^' 

ISAAC  PARSONS,  ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR 
TO  THE  PREMISES,  AND  MAKE  REPORT  AT  THE  NEXT  SES- 
SION OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

On  the  j>€tition  of  a  number  of  settlers  in  the  Plantation 
called  Bakerstown : 

Resolved^  That  Isaac  Parsons,  Esq  ;  Mr.  Caleb  Emery , 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Pray,  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the 
premises,  and  view  the  same ;  and  to  make  report  on 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition,  at  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Court ;  the  petitioners  furnishing  said  Committee 
with  a  copy  of  the  petition  aforesaid,  and  rewarding  the 
said  Committee  for  their  services.         December  i,  1785. 


Chapter  138. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  BAKER,  DIRECTING  THE  QhaV  138 
TREASURER  NOT  TO  COMMENCE  ANY  PROCESS  AGAINST  HIM  ^' 

TILL  THE  NEXT  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Baker,  praying  that  he  may 
be  permitted  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, a  sum  of  money  due  from  him,  in  government 
securities : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed,  not  to 
commence  any  process  against  the  said  Joseph  Baker, 
until  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Deceiyiber  1,  1785. 

Chapter  139. 

RESOLVE  STAYING  THE  EXECUTION  AGAINST  THE  PLANTATIONS  (Jhai)  139 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  i.  *    '  ' 

Whereas  a  Committee  is  appointed  by  this  Court,  to 
vieto  several  of  the  plantations  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, in  order  to  consider  their  state  and  ability  to  pay 
public  taxes;  and  whereas  a  new  valuation  of  the  property 
of  th^  Commonwealth  is  expected  soon  to  be  completed: 

Resolved,  That  the  executions  in  hands  of  the  Sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  against  the  town  of  8tan- 
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dish^  lately  called  Pearsontown,  and  the  plantations  in 
said  county,  be  stayed  till  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court ;  and  the  Sheriff  of  the  said 
county  of  Oumberland  is  hereby  directed  to  govern  him- 
self accordingly.  December  1 ,  1 785. 


Chapter  140. 

Chav.140  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  ebenezer  govs,  in  behalf 

-^*  OF  SALLY  a  US  HIS  G,  DIRECTllNG   THE  COMMISSARY  OF  PEN- 

SIONERS TO  PAY  HER  THE  AMOUNT  OF  THE  PENSION  DUE 
TO  HER  HUSBAND,  HIS  NAME  BEING  ENTERED  JOSEPH 
QOWGEN. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Gove,  in  behalf  of  Sally 
Gushing,  representing y  that  her  husband^  Joseph  Gowgen, 
alias  Joseph  Gushing,  a  Frenchman,  was  wounded  in  (he 
service  q/"  America,  and  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  by 
the  name  of  Joseph  Gowgen,  although  they  were  married 
by  the  name  of  Gushing  ;  in  consequence  of  which ,  she  is 
deprived  of  the  said  pension  : 

Resolved,  That  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of  Pensioners, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed,  to  pay  to  the  said  Sally 
Gushing,  the  amount  of  the  pension  due  to  her  said  hus- 
band, his  name  being  entered  Joseph  Gowgen  notwith- 
standing. December  1 , 1 785. 


Chapter  141, 

Chan  141  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 

^'  of    GEORGETOWN,    ABATING    A    TAX    ON    SAID    TOWN,    FOR 

THEIR    DEFICIENCY    OF    THREE    YEARS,    THREE    AND    FIVE 
MONTHS  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  q/*  George- 
town, praying  said  toicn  may  be  abated  the  average  price 
of  the  men  ordered  to  be  raised  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
Army,  by  a  resolve  o/"  December,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Georgetown,  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  abated  the  sum  of  Seven  hundred  forty-one 
pozmds,  eleven  shillings  and  three  pence,  being  the  sum 
charged  said  town  in  the  Tax  Act,  passed  in  1783,  for  their 
deficiency  of  three  years,  and  three  and  five  months  men; 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  said  town 
accordingly.  December  1,  1785. 


1785.  —  October  Session.  813 


Chapter  142, 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN    Chap.1^2 
OF     WOOLWICH,    DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER   TO    CREDIT  ^^ 

SAID  TOWN  FOR  THEIR  TAX  FOR  THREE  YEARS,  AND  THREE 
AND  FIVE  MONTHS  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wool- 
wich, in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  praying  that  the  sum  of 
Four  hundred  seventy-eight  i)ound8,  sixteen  shillings  and 
nine  pence,  may  be  remitted^  it  being  the  sum  that  tJie  said 
town  was  taxed ^  for  their  proportion  of  tJiree  years^  and 
three  and  five  months  men : 

Resolved y  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
said  town  the  above  sura  of  Four  hundred  seventy-eight 
pounds y  sixteen  shillings  and  nine  pence ^  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

December  1^  1785. 


Chapter  143. 


TANTS  OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  MEDFIELD,  WRBNTIIAM,  ROX- 
BURT,  DEDHAH,  NEWTOWN  AND  MEDWAT,  APPOINTING  A 
COMMITTEE  OF  BOTH  HOUSES,  TO  MAKE  ENQUIRY  RESPECT- 
ING THE  PASSAGE  OF  FISH  UP  CHARLES  RIVER,  AND  TO 
REPORT. 

On  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Medfield,  Wrentham,  Roxbury,  Dedham,  New- 
town, and  Medwviy^ praying  that  an  enquiry  may  be  made, 
resjyecting  the  passage  of  the  fish  up  Charles  River,  for 
reasons  setfortJi  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted, 
that  Elisha  May,  Esq  ;  Mr.  William  Brown,  and  Benja- 
min Brown,  Esq ;  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  places 
where  the  obstructions  are,  —  carefully  view  the  same, — 
hear  all  the  parties,  (previously  notifying  all  concerned) 
and  repoi-t  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court 
what  measures  may  be  necessary  to  be  taken  thereon  : 
Provided  howevei',  that  the  petitioners  ngree  to  defray 
the  charge  of  the  Committee  aforesaid. 

December  i,  1785. 


Chap.US 
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Chapter  144. 

CAa».144  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  david  Silvester,  of  pow- 

•^  *  NALBOROUGH,  EMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER   TO    CREDIT 

8A1I)  TOWN  FOR  A  FINE  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTA- 
TIVE. AND  A  TAX  FOR  THREE  YEARS  AND  THREE  AND  FIVE 
MONTHS  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  Mr.  David  Silvester,  of  Pownal- 
borough,  praying  that  the  proportion  of  tax  in  Tax  Act 
No.  ?i^for  the  year  1783, /or  three  yearsy  three  and  five 
months  men^  and  for  not  sending  a  Representative y  as 
charged  in  said  Tax  Acty  may  be  remitted  unto  them: 

Resolved y  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition.  That 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that  the  pro- 
portion of  tax  for  three  years,  three  and  fivff  months  men, 
and  the  fine  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court,  be  remitted  to  the  town  of  Pownalborough ;  and 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  empowered  and  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town,  on  the 
tax  of  1783,  the  sum  of  Seven  hundred  and  forly-one 
pounds^  eleven  shillings  and  three  pence,  being  their  pro- 
portion of  the  tax  for  three  years,  three  and  five  months 
men  ;  and  Twenty-one  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six 
])ence,  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  the  year  1783,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 

notwithstanding.  December  i,  2785. 

•  

Chapter  145, 

ChaV  145  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  ELIJAH  bacon,  OF  PROVIDENCE, 
^'  TO  CITE  OLIVER    WARE  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  AND  STAYING 

EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  Elijah  Bacon,  of  Providence,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Elijah  Bacon  cite  the  same 
Oliver  Ware  mentioned  in  said  petition,  to  appear  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  hath,  why  the  prayer  of 
said  petition  should  not  be  granted,  by  lodging  with  the 
said  Oliver  Ware,  an  attested  copy  of  the  petition  afore- 
said, and  this  order  thereon,  at  least  thirty  days  previous 
to  the  same  second  Wednesday ;  and  that  all  proceedings 
by  virtue  of  any  execution,  issued  on  the  judgment  men- 
tioned in  said  petition,  be  in  the  mean  time  stayed. 

December  1,  1785. 
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Chapter  146. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  JOHN   CARNES,  ESQ;    A  COMMITTEE  TO   QhavlAQ 
GET  PRINTED  TWO  HUNDRED  COPIES  OF  PLYMOUTH  COM-  ^* 

PANY  CLAIM. 

Resolved y  That  two  hundred  copies  of  the  statement 
of  the  claim  of  the  Plymouth  Company,  (so  called)  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court, 
as  stated  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  sale  of  the 
Eastern  Lands,  together  with  the  report  of  the  joint  Com- 
mittee thereon,  by  Adams  and  Nourse;  and  that  Mr. 
John  Camesy  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  appointed  to  carry  this 
Resolution  into  execution  previous  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  General  Court.  December  i,  1785. 

Chapter  147. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE   PETITION   OF   A  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS  Chat)  147 
OF   THE    PLANTATION  OF   SYLVESTER,  IN  THE  COUNTY    OF  "* 

CUMBERLAND,  APPOINTING  ISAAC  PARSONS,  ESQ;  AND 
OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  SAID  PLANTATION 
AND  VIEW  THEIR  CIRCUMSTANCES,  AND  REPORT,  AND  STAY- 
ING ALL  PROCEEDINGS  RESPECTING  TAXES. 

On  (he  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Plantation  of  Sylvester,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
praying  they  may  be  abated  the  taxes  laid  on  them,  and 
likewise  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  town^  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  Parsons,  Esq ;  Mr.  Caleb  Emery 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Pray,  be  a  Committee,  in  the  recess  of  this 
Court,  to  repair  to  said  Plantation,  at  the  cost  of  said 
Plantation,  view  their  circumstances  and  report  to  this 
Court  at  their  next  session,  and  that  all  proceedings 
respecting  the  taxes  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

December  1,  1785. 


Chapter  148. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  CkuV  148 
COUNTY  OF  YORK,   ALLOWING  THE  SAME,  AND  GRANTING      ^' 
A  TAX  TO  BE  ASSESSED  ON  THE  INHABITANTS  TO  DEFRAY 
THE  CHARGE  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whei-eas  it  appears,  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  county  q/"  York,  that  his  accounts  are  right 
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cast  and  well  vouched;  that  all  the  monies  granted  and 
alloived  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  said  county^  from  October  12,  1784,  to  July  term  of 
the  same  Courts  1785,  were  for  such  purposes  and  appro- 
priations as  by  law  the  said  Court  were  empowered  to 
grant:   Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  said  accounts  be  accepted  and 
allowed. 

And  whereas  it  appears ^frorn  an  estimate  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the 
said  county  of  York,  made  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
October,  1785,  that  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pounds  will  be  necessary  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  the  said  county  for  one  year  then  next  ensuing: 
Therefore 

Resolved^  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax 
of  Three  hundred  and  tiventy-three  pounds^  to  be  appor- 
tioned and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county, 
and  estates  lying  within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and 
applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  December  i,  1785. 

Chapter  149, 

C/^a7).149  RESOLVE  ON  THE   REPRESENTATION  OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON 

^  '  EASTERN  LANDS,   GRANTING  THE   HON.   SAMUEL    PHILLIPS, 

ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  SIX  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  AND  DIRECTING 

THEM  TO  LAY  OUT  THE  TOWNSHIP  TO  AARON  CHAMBERLIN 

AND  OTHERS,  AS  MENTIONED. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Phillips,  ^\in.  Esq  ;  and  others,  the  Committee  for  the  sale 
of  Eastern  Lands,  the  sum  of  Six  hundred  pounds,  they  to 
be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  and  to  lay 
their  accounts  before  the  General  Court,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  their  next  sitting,  at  which  time  the  Gen- 
eral Court  will  take  into  consideration  a  suitable  allowance 
for  the  services  of  said  Committee. 

Also  Resolved,  That  said  Committee  be  directed  to 
lay  out  the  township  granted  to  Aaron  Chamberlin  and 
others,  in  the  same  manner  they  are  directed  to  lay  out 
otbor  townshii)s,  viz. :  not  to  make  any  allowance  for  ponds 
and  bogs.  December  i,  1785. 
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Chapter  150. 

RESOLVE    REQUESTING    THE     GOVERNOR,    WITH    ADVICE    OP  ChaV.150 
COUNCIL,  TO  TAKE  ORDER  FOR  THE    COMPLETION   OF  THE  ^ 

BONDS  REQUIRED  OF  NATHANl&L  APPLBTON,  ESQ;  CONTI- 
NENTAL LOAN  OFFICER,  AND  FOR  QUALIFYING  HIM. 

Resolved y  That  the  Governor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
requested  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  take  such  order 
for  the  completion  of  the  bonds  required  of  Nathaniel 
Appleton,  Esq  ;  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan 
Office  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  qualifying  him 
to  act  in  the  said  office,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary. 

December  i,  1785. 

Chapter  151. 

ORDER,   APPOINTING   A  COMMnTBB  TO  WAIT  ON  HIS  EXCEL-  CkttV  161 
LENCY   THE    GOVERNOR,    WITH   AN    ANSWER    TO    HIS   EX-  ^" 

CELLENCT'S  SPEECH,  &o. 

In  Senate,  December  1,  1785. 

Ordered^  That  Charles  Turner  and  Ebenezer  Bridge^ 
Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
with  the  following  answer  to  his  Excellency's  speech; 
and  that  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  request  his 
Excellency  to  adjourn  the  General  Court,  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  February  next. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Samuel  Phillips,  jun.,  President. 

In  the  House  or  Representatives,  December  1, 1785. 
Read  and  concurred,  and  Mr.  Breckj  Mr.  Warner^  and 
Mr.  Goodmany  are  joined. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Speaker. 

To  his  JExcellency  James  Bowdoin,  Esquire^  Governor  of 

the  Gommonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

The  two  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  met  your  Excel- 
lency at  the  time  of  the  late  adjournment,  with  a  full 
confidence,  that  during  the  recess,  (the  first  since  your 
Excellency's  administration  of  the  Executive  department 
of  Government)  a  just  attention  had  been  paid  to  those 
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important  matters,  which  the  Legislature  had  entrusted 
to  your  care,  as  well  as  those,  which  naturally  fell  within 
the  line  of  your  duty : — Their  expectation  has  by  no  means 
been  disappointed. 

Your  Excellency's  Speech  communicated  to  the  Legis- 
lature the  measures  that  you  had  taken,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  the  General  Court 
in  their  preceding  session ;  and  also,  such  other  matters 
as  by  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  called  for  their  atten- 
tion :  and,  after  having  given  a  concise  view  of  the  state 
of  our  Finances,  suggested  such  measures,  as  appeared  to 
you  likely  to  put  them  on  a  more  respectable  footing. 
These  communications  were  made  in  a  plain  and  intelli- 
gent manner,  as  became  a  Republican  Governor;  and 
your  Excellency  will  not  expect  a  reply,  in  any  terms, 
but  such  as  becomes  a  free,  independent  and  Republican 
Legislature ;  whose  duty  it  is,  to  watch  over  the  conduct 
of  the  highest  Servants  of  the  Commonwealth,  — to  testify 
their  approbation  of  their  conduct,  when  it  merits  it,  as 
well  as  their  disapprobation,  when  otherwise. 

The  embarrassed  situation  of  the  commerce  of  America^ 
and  of  this  Commonwealth  in  particular,  made  it  necessary, 
that  some  decisive  measures  should  be  taken  relative  to 
this  subject :  these  measures  will  not  have  the  full  effect 
desired,  unless  our  sister  States  join  with  us  in  the  pur- 
suit of  so  desirable  an  object.  To  impress  them  on  that 
head,  your  Excellency's  letters  appeared  to  be  well 
adapted ;  and  state  with  strict  propriety,  the  importance 
of  a  coincidence  of  measures  ^  to  be  produced  by  a  sense 
of  common  difficulty,  and  mutual  affection. 

The  attention  which  your  Excellency  has  paid  to  the 
Finances  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  cannot  omit  to  recog- 
nize. It  is  by  a  knowledge  of  this  business,  and  an 
investigation  of  the  public  resources  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary means  of  supporting  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
that  the  greatest  good  may  be  derived  to  the  community. 
This  knowledge  and  investigation,  can  be  obtained  and 
pursued  with  so  great  advantage,  by  a  person  in  your 
Excellency's  situation,  that  we  flatter  ourselves,  your 
Excellency  will  persevere  in  the  pursuit. 

The  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  the  state  of  the 
particular  debt  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  General  Court ;  but  as  the  busi- 
ness of  valuation  has  been  in  hand  at  this  sitting,  and  not 
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yet  fully  completed;  and  as  this  was  necessary  to  be 
settled,  before  new  and  important  taxes  could  be  assessed 
on  the  people,  no  decisive  measures  have  yet  been  taken 
on  those  requisitions :  After  a  short  recess,  they  will  be 
seriously  taken  up,  and  we  doubt  not,  this  State  will  still 
manifest  their  readiness  to  adopt  every  measure,  which  is 
calculated  to  promote  the  general  Union,  and  the  credit 
of  the  United  States. 

Your  Excellency  will  find,  that  such  further  measures, 
as  were  deemed  necessary,  have  been  taken  for  numbering 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  state  of  the  Militia  has  been  attended  to  by  the 
Legislature,  and  an  act  has  been  passed  to  render  it  re- 
spectable. 

The  Legislature  strongly  feel  the  danger  and  impro- 
priety of  individuals,  or  bodies  of  men,  attempting  to 
dismember  the  State.  —  The  social  compact,  solemnly 
entered  into  by  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  ought, 
we  conceive,  to  be  attended  to,  and  guarded  with  the 
utmost  care ;  and  it  shall  ever  be  the  aim  of  this  Legisla- 
ture, to  prevent  any  infractions  upon  it,  and  preserve  it 
entire  ;  and  should  further  legislative  Acts  become  neces- 
sary for  those  purposes,  the  Legislature  will  in  a  future 
session,  make  them  the  subject  of  their  deliberation. 

The  union  of  the  several  Branches  of  the  Legislature, 
with  the  Supreme  Executive,  in  all  measures  that  con- 
cern the  public  welfare,  is  at  all  times,  a  most  desirable 
object ;  the  exercise  of  the  utmost  constitutional  Freedom, 
in  deliberating  on  those  measures,  is  the  most  probable 
means  to  produce  that  union,  while  the  views  of  those 
concerned  in  the  public  departments,  are  pointed  to  the 
good  of  the  whole.  The  happy  union  which  has  subsisted 
between  your  Excellency  and  the  Legislature,  gives  us 
great  satisfaction,  as  being  founded  on  this  basis;  and  as 
we  doubt  not  your  Excellency  will  continue  in  these 
views,  we  hesitate  not  to  assure  you  of  every  constitu- 
tional support  of  the  Legislature. 


RESOLYES 


0¥  THB 

GENERAL   COURT   OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSAOHUSHTTJS: 

TOeiTHSB  WITH 

THE  MESSAGES  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR 
TO  THE  SAID  COURT: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THB  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  26th  DAY  OF  MAT,  ANNO 
DOMINI,  1786;  AND  FROM  THENCE  CONTINUED,  BY 
ADJOURNMENT.  TO  WEDNESDAY  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF 
FEBBUABT,  1786. 


1785. — February  Session. 
Chapter  1. 

RESQI.VE  ON  THB  PETITION  OF  LUCT  LOOMER,  DIRECTING  THE   (JJiaj)    1 
TREASURER  TO  PAY  THE  WAGES  DUE  TO  HER  LATE  HUS-  •^* 

BAND. 

On  the  petition  of  Lucy  Loomer,  of  Partridgefield, 
praying  that  the  Treasurer  may  he  directed  to  pay  to  the 
said  Lucy  Loomer  the  whole  of  the  bounty  or  wages  that 
may  be  found  due  to  Joseph  Loomer,  late  of  Partridge- 
field,  deceased^  husband  to  the  said  Lucy  Loomer,  the  said 
Joseph  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  three  years  service,  in 
Colonel  Shepard's  regiment^  the  same  having  been  drawn 
by  a  forged  order  notwithstanding: 

.  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Lucy 
Loomer  the  whole  of  the  bounty  or  wages  that  appears  to 
be  due  to  the  said  Joseph  Loomer,  husband  to  the  afore- 
said iwcy  Loomer,  late  of  Partridgefidd,  deceased. 

February  3, 1786. 
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Chapter  2. 

Chap.   2  MESSAGE  PROM  THE  GOVERNOR,  BY  THE  SECRETARY. 

GentlemeD  of  the  Senate^  and  GentlemeD  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

It  is  a  misfortane  that  the  valuation  could  not  be  com- 
pleted before,  or  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General 
Court,  as  yon  thought  the  completion  of  it  necessary  to 
precede  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 

On  the  subject  of  those  requisitions,  I  have  received 
from  the  Board  of  Treasury  another  letter,  dated  the 
16th  of  December  last,  in  which  the  Commissioners  say, 
that  the  funds  in  the  treasury  are  scarcely  sufficient  to 
defray  the  daily  incidental  charges ;  that  they  are  called 
upon  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  foreign 
interest,  which  becomes  due  in  the  month  of  Fdyruary^ 
and  in  June  and  November  next ;  that  the  effecting  of  this 
must  depend  on  the  immediate  and  vigorous  exertions 
of  the  several  States,  to  pay  up  the  specie  proportions 
required  by  the  requisitions  of  the  last  and  present  year ; 
and  that  without  such  payment,  our  credit  with  Holland 
in  particular  (which  we  are  bound,  from  motives  of  interest 
as  well  as  honour,  to  cherish  with  the  nicest  circumspection) 
will  be  inevitably  destroyed.  To  the  same  purpose.  Gen- 
tlemen, are  the  letters  which  at  your  last  meeting  were 
communicated  to  you  by  messages  of  the  24th  of  October 
and  3d  of  November^  and  to  which  you  will  please  to  be 
referred.  As  I  cannot  doubt  your  readiness  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  also  to  provide 
for  the  regular  discharge  of  our  own  particular  debt,  there 
can  be  no  occasion  to  add  any  thing  to  induce  you  to  make 
ample  provision  for  those  purposes :  especially  as  in  the 
address  with  which  you  lately  honoured  me,  you  were 
pleased  to  signify,  that  after  the  recess  those  matters 
would  be  seriously  taken  up,  and  every  measure  adopted, 
which  is  calculated  to  promote  the  general  union  and  the 
credit  of  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  requisition  of  the  27th  of  September 
last,  there  are  several  things  to  be  attended  to  respecting 
Loan  Office  certificates  for  interest,  in  which  ccitificates  a 
part  of  the  requisition  may  be  paid,  but  which,  by  the 
Congress  ordinance,  cannot  be  granted  by  the  Loan  Officer, 
until  the  legislature  of  the  State  has  adopted  the  requisi*- 
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tioD,  and  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  it ;  and  when 
granted,  they  cannot  be  received  for  the  requisition-tax 
after  the  first  of  January  next ;  afl;er  which  time,  what- 
ever part  of  such  tax  remains  unpaid,  must  be  wholly 
paid  in  specie. .  On  this  subject,  the  Loan  Officer  for  this 
State  lately  wrote  me  a  letter ;  which,  as  it  contains  sev- 
eral observations  founded  on  those  circumstances,  and 
worthy  of  notice,  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Secre- 
tary* 

Your  further  attention  to  4;he  militia  is  necessary,  Gen- 
tlemen, for  completing  the  list  of  Major  Generals.  Of 
the  nine  required  by  the  last  Militia  Act,  you  have  elected 
seven ;  to  whom  the  Secretary  has  sent  letters,  notifying 
them  of  the  election.  Answers  have  been  received  from 
only  three  of  those  gentlemen,  viz.  —  General  Lincoln^ 
Colonel  Brooks^  and  Ichabod  Goodwin^  Esq.  The  two 
former  will  probably,  in  a  few  days,  declare  their  mind : 
and  the  latter,  relying  on  the  candour  of  his  country, 
accepts  the  appointment. 

By  the  answer  of  General  Lincoln^  who  was  (as  they 
each  were)  requested  by  the  Secretary's  letter  to  give  his 
opinion  relative  to  the  best  plan  for  regulating  the  militia 
in  his  division,  he  thinks  there  should  be  a  meeting  of  the 
Major  Generals,  for  the  forming  such  a  plan,  and  that 
the  regulations  of  it  should  be  uniform ;  and  as  far  as 
might  be,  take  place  through  all  the  divisions :  being  first 
approved  and  ordered  by  the  Governor. 

This  appears  a  judicious  measure,  and  for  executing  of 
it,  and  that  the  militia  throughout  the  Commonwealth  may 
speedily  be  put  on  a  respectable  footing,  you  will  please 
to  complete  the  number  of  Major  Generals  required  by 
the  Militia  Act.  For  which  purpose,  and  that  no  time  may 
be  lost,  I  would  recommend,  that  effectual  care  be  taken, 
that  you  should  obtain  the  speediest  information  from  the 
gentlemen  elected,  whether  they  accept  the  choice  or  not, 
that  the  place  of  such  as  decline  an  acceptance  may,  as 
soon  as  po.ssible,  be  supplied. 

Permit  me.  Gentlemen,  to  remind  you  of  several  mat- 
ters, that  have  already  been  recommended  to  your  consid- 
eration, the  heads  of  which  I  shall  only  mention  :  referring 
you  to  the  messages  relative  to  them  for  fuller  information. 
Those  are,  a  revision  of  the  impost  and  excise,  and  sepa- 
rating them  so  that  each  may  be  in  a  distinct  act :  recom- 
mended in  a  message  of  the  22d  of  October  last. 


824  1785. — Febbuabt  Sessiok. 

The  representation  of  oar  State  Agents  to  sapport  onr 
claim  against  Neu)  York^  to  lands  lying  west  of  Hudson^s 
Rivevy  laid  before  yon  for  your  instructions  to  them,  by 
message  of  the  28tb  of  OcM>€r. 

The  copying  of  several  old  plans  and  papers,  which  are 
in  a  very  worn  and  decayed  condition,  and  of  great  impor- 
tance to  ascertain  some  of  the  boundary  lines  of  this 
State :  also  the  ascertaining  of  Woodward^s  and  Saffsry's 
station,  on  which  those  lines  depend:  recommended  in 
the  same  message. 

The  renewing  the  powers  of  our  Delegates  in  Congress, 
(which  ceased  the  16th  of  November  last)  relating  to  the 
interfering  claims  of  this  State  and  New  York:  recom- 
mended by  a  message  of  the  18th  of  November. 

To  oblige  the  regimental  agents  of  the  Massachusetts  Line 
of  the  late  American  army  to  deposit  (as  they  have  been 
directed)  the  certificates  which  the  Paymaster  Greneral 
lodged  with  them,  of  the  pay  of  om*  officers  and  soldiers : 
recommended  by  message  of  the  19th  o(  November. 

Beside  the  foregoing,  there  are  other  matters.  Gentle- 
men, that  require  your  consideration ;  and  which  I  shall 
lay  before  you  by  message. 

With  the  above  mentioned  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  was  enclosed  a  general  account  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  1st  of  November y  1784,  to  the  Ist  oi  November ^  1785  : 
which  account,  with  the  letter,  is  sent  for  your  information. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  David  Cobby  Esq  ; 

the  elected  Major  General  for  the  fifth   division  of  the 

militia.     He  declares  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment, 

and  that  government  may  depend  on  his  best  exertions  in 

their  service.  t  d  ^ 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  February  5,  1786, 
Chapter  3. 

nhnn     Q     MESSAGE  FROM    HIS  EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR.  BY    THE 
^^^P'   ^  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  y 
During  the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  there  have 
happened  two  vacancies  in  the  revenue  department ;  one 
by  death,  and  the  other  by  resignation. 
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The  first  is  in  the  Naval  Office  at  Marhlehead^  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  John  Oerry^  Esq ;  late  Naval  Officer  for 
that  port. 

The  other  is  in  the  Excise  Office »  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Thomaa  IveSj  Collector  of  Excise  for 
the  county  of  Berkshire. 

His  letter  to  me  of  the  13th  of  December ^  in  which  he 
only  begs  leave  to  resign,  contains  the  reasons  of  his  so 
doing.  But  by  his  letter  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  same 
date,  he  very  explicitly  resigns  his  office,  and  gives  up 
the  duties  of  it  from  that  day. 

The  Council  being  under  an  adjournment,  another  per- 
son could  not  then  be  appointed  in  his  stead  :  the  Treas- 
urer was  therefore  directed  'to  acquaint  him,  that  he  must 
continue  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  until  the  General 
Court,  at  their  then  next  meeting,  should  appoint  a  person 
to  succeed  him  ;  but  to  the  Treasurer's  letter  no  reply  has 
been  received. 

As  resignations  so  abrupt  may  operate  to  the  detriment 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  be  of  evil  example,  you  will 
probably  think  proper  to  provide  some  remedy  for  pre- 
venting them  in  future. 

The  letters  relative  to  this  business  will  be  laid  before 
you;  concerning  which,  as  well  as  the  vacancy  in  the 
Naval  Office,  you  will  take  such  measures,  Gentlemen,  as 
shall  appear  to  you  most  suitable. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  Febraary  5, 1786, 


Chapter  4. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  ABNBR  HOLDBN,  ESQ;  A  COMMITTEE  TO   ChaV.    4 
EMPLOY  A  SURVEYOR  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  BOUNDS  OF  CER-  ^ 

TAIN  LANDS    LYING  BETWEEN    WESTMINSTER  AND  FITCH" 
EURO,  BELONGING  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Wftereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Courts  that  there 
is  a  tract  ofland^  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth ^  lying 
between  Westminster  and  Fitchburg,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  which  if  disposed  of  might  be  of  some  advan- 
tage to  the  Commonvyealth :   Therefore 

Resolved^  That  Abner  Ilolden^  Esq  ;  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appointed  a  Committee  and  empowered  to  employ  a  sur- 
veyor to  ascertain  the  bounds  and  return  a  plan  of  said 
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land  iDto  the  Secretary's  office  as  soon  as  may  be,  and 
to  make  report  of  his  doings  at  the  next  sitting  of  this 
Court.  February  6, 1 786. 


Chapter  5. 

Chap.    5      MESSAGE   FROM    HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR,  BY   THE 
-^'  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

The  design  of  this  message  is  to  lay  before  you,  for 
your  consideration,  a  short  correspondence  by  letters, 
which  in  August  last  took  place  between  Captain  Stanhope, 
of  the  British  frigate  Mercury,  and  me :  also  my  letter  to 
our  Delegates  on  the  subject  of  it,  and  the  consequent  reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

As  those  letters  fully  shew  the  occasion  on  which  they 
were  written,  it  is  needless  to  repeat  it  here. 

Though  the  insult  contained  in  the  said  Stanhopes  let- 
ters more  immediately  refers  to  the  government  of  this 
State,  it  was  apprehended  that  it  affected  the  honour  of 
the  United  States :  especially  as  it  had  been  given  by  an 
officer  who  had  lately  been  their  public  commissioned 
enemy,  and  was  then  the  Commander  of  a  ship  of  war 
belonging  to  a  power  with  which  the  United  States  had  a 
little  time  before  settled  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  letters 
were  therefore  sent  to  our  Delegates  and  laid  before 
Congress  for  their  consideration :  Congress  viewing  the 
matter  in  the  same  light,  passed  the  resolution  above 
referred  to,  and  have  transmitted  to  their  Minister  in 
London  a  copy  of  that  resolution  and  of  those  letters, 
together  with  instructions  to  him  on  the  subject :  so  that 
this  business  is  in  a  proper  train  for  obtaining  national 
satisfaction. 

You  will  observe,  Gentlemen,  by  the  report  on  which 
the  resolution  was  founded,  it  is  declared  that  Captain 
Stanhope's  letters  were  highly  disrespectful,  and  being 
so,  thjit  such  measures  niight  have  been  adopted  as  the 
laws  prescribe  for  asserting  the  dignity  of  government  in 
such  cHses.  That  government,  when  in  the  right,  should 
never  be  opposed  or  ill  treated  with  impunity  :  for  which 
end,  its  own  internal  power  (in  such  case  as  the  present) 
is  or  ought  to  be  adequate. 
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Id  this  paragraph  is  an  intimation  that  some  legal 
process  should  have  been  instituted  for  asserting  the 
dignity  of  government.  But  this  could  not  be  done,  as 
Captain  Stanhope  very  prudently  put  iiimself  out  of  the 
way  of  it,  by  proceeding  with  his  ship  down  to  Nantaaket 
as  soon  as  he  had  sent  his  first  insolent  letter.  Had  he  A 
however  continued  in  Boston^  there  would  have  been  a 
difScnlty  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  process :  for  the 
removal  of  which,  and  for  settling  a  due  process  in  any 
like  case  that  may  happen  in  future,  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the  Attorney  General  and  other 
distinguished  gentlemen  of  the  law,  were  consulted  :  who, 
after  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject,  all  agreed  that  some 
special  provision  was  necessary  to  be  made  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  legislature. 

I  have  only  to  observe.  Gentlemen,  that  unless  such 
provision  be  made,  it  may  be  expected,  whenever  an 
opportunity  for  it  shall  offer,  that  the  same  man,  or  others 
of  a  like  disposition,  will  be  encouraged  to  insult  the 
government  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  honour  of  which 
is  so  intimately  connected  with  your  own,  that  in  cases 
like  the  present  they  are  inseparable. 

What  will  be  an  adequate  provision  for  the  purpose, 
your  wisdom.  Gentlemen,  will  determine. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  Febi'uary  7,  1 786. 

Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF    ELIAS    BASKET   DERBY,   DI-   Qhan     6 
RECTING  THE  IMPOST  OFFICER  FOR  SUFFOLK  COUNTY,  AND  -^* 

THE  NAVAL  OFFICER  FOR  BOSTOX,  TO  ADMIT  CAPTAIN  ICH- 
ABOD  NICHOLS  TO  A  POST  ENTRY.  -» 

On  the  petition  of  Elias  Hasket  Derby,  praying^  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  petitiony  that  Captain  Ichabod 
Nichols,  master  of  his  brigantine  Nancy,  may  be  admitted 
to  a  post  entry  of  the  adventures  on  board  said  brigantine : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Collector  of  Impost  and  Excise  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Naval  Officer  for  the  port  of 
Boston,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  admit  Captain  Ichabod  Nichols  to  a  post  entry  of  the 
adventures  on  board  the  brigantine  Nancy,  whereof  he  is 
roaster ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  8^  1786. 
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Chapter  7. 
Chav.  7   BEsoLVE   empowbrino  the    govbrnob  to  appoint  in- 

^  8PECTOR8   OF   POT   AND   PEARL   ASH   IN    SUCH    TOWNS    AS 

MAT  BE  NECESSARY. 

Chi  (he  petition  of  James  Prescott,  Esq;  and  others^ 
praying  that  an  inspector  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  may  be 
appointed  to  reside  in  the  town  o/*Groton  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  bis  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  is  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  appoint 
some  suitable  person,  resident  in  the  town  of  Oroton^  to 
l)e  an  inspector  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  And  as  it  is  represented  to 
this  Court,  that  it  is  necessary  that  inspectors  of  pot  and 
pearl  ash  should  be  appointed  in  other  parts  of  this  Com- 
monwealth than  is  by  law  provided : 

It  is  farther  Resolved^  That  the  Grovernor,  with  the 
advice  of  Council,  be,  ^nd  he  is,  hereby  authorized  to 
appoint  inspectors  of  pot  and  pearl  ash  in  such  other 
towns  in  this  Commonwealth  as  he  shall  judge  necessary. 

February  S,  1786. 

Chapter  8. 

ChaV.   8     MESSAGE    FROM    HIS   EXCELLENCT   THE   GOVERNOR,  BT  THE 
-^*  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

Mr.  John  XoyeSy  who  has  lately  returned  from  Europe^ 
was  with  me  a  few  days  ago,  and  acquainted  me,  that 
while  there,  he  employed  the  greatest  part  of  his  time 
in  endeavouring  to  inform  himself  in  several  branches  of 
manufacture  in  iron ;  that  he  had  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  those  branches ;  and  that  if  he  and  his 
partner.  Colonel  Revere^  could  obtain  sufficient  encour- 
agement from  the  legislature,  they  would  erect  works  for 
carrying  them  on  to  some  considerable  extent. 

That  he  also  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  machines 
used  in  Europe  in  manufacturing  iron  and  steel ;  and  was 
well  informed  in  the  construction  and  use  of  the  new 
invented  steam  engine,  very  necessary  in  those  opera- 
tions ;  and  which  may  be  advantageously  employed  in 
many  others. 
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In  consequence  of  this  conversation,  I  yesterday  received 
a  letter  from  them  to  the  same  purpose :  which,  with  a 
letter  to  me  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Adanis^  our  minister  in 
London^  recommending  Mr.  Nbyes^  and  his  project  of 
introducing  some  new  manufactures,  will  be  communicated 
to  you. 

Circumstanced  as  we  are  at  present,  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary we  should  encourage  every  useful  and  practicable 
manufacture ;  especially  that  of  iron ;  which,  in  point  of 
usefulness  and  practicability,  may  vie  with  any. 

As  this  manufacture,  connected  with  the  proposed  im- 
provements upon  it,  may  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the 
Commonwealth,  I  do  with  great  earnestness  recommend 
the  proposal  for  its  establishment,  to  your  favourable  con- 
sideration. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  February  S,  1786. 

Chapter  9. 

resolve   on  the  petition  op  RALPH  MANN,  GBANTING  HIM   ChaV*   9 
BIGHT  POUNDS  THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  THREE  PENCE,  ^ 

FOB  A  COMPENSATION  IN  COMMnTING  TO  GOAL  ONE  HOSES 
POND. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Ralph  Mann,  praying  fin*  a  compensa- 
tion  for  apprehending  and  committing  to  goal  one  Moses 
Pond,  who  was  charged  with  passing  counterfeit  continental 
sixty  dollar  bills  in  the  year  1780 : 

liesolvedj  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  Ralph  Mann^  the  sum  of  Eight 
pounds^  thirteen  shillings  and  three  pence^  in  full  for  the 
said  service.  February  9, 1786. 


Chapter  10, 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  NINETTSIX  POUNDS  THIRTEEN  SHIL- 
LINGS AND  FOUR  PENCE  TO  SAMUEL  WOODSOM,  FOR 
WAGES,  &o.    WHILE  A   PRISONER. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Woodsom,  ^rayingr  for  pay- 
ment  of  wages  for  his  service  in  the  Continentcd  army  and 
during  his  captivity,  and  also  in  allowance  for  cloathing: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  so  far  granted,  as 
that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Samuel,  the  sum  of 
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Ninety-six  pounds  y  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  m  gov- 
ernment securities,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the  army  were  paid 
their  wages  for  the  year  1780,  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
charged  to  the  United  States  oi  America, 

February  9, 1786. 

Chapter  11. 

ChaJh  11  MESSAGE   FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR,    BY   THE 
^  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  y 

I  sent  you  a  message  the  24th  of  November  last,  relative 
to  the  encroachments,  which  the  government  of  the  new 
British  province  of  New  Bininswick  were  disposed  to 
make  on  the  territorial  rights  and  sovereignty  of  this 
Commonwealth  and  of  the  United  States.  Since  which  a 
letter  has  been  received  from  James  Avery,  Esq ;  our 
excise  officer  at  Machias,  dated  the  24th  of  December 
last:  in  which  he  mentions  he  had  just  received  advice 
from  Passamaquoddy ,  that  Mr.  Wier,  the  High  Sheriff 
for  Charlotte  county,  in  that  province,  a  few  days  before 
went  on  to  Moose  Island,  and  took  the  body  of  Mr. 
Tattle,  deputy  Collector  of  Excise,  on  an  action  of  debt ; 
and  told  him  he  must  either  find  bail,  or  be  carried  to 
goal  at  St.  Andrews.  Upon  Mr.  Tuttle's  informing  the 
sheriff,  that  he  considered  himself  a  subject  of  this  State, 
and  should  not  regard  him  as  an  officer,  the  sheriff  called 
on  some  of  the  inhabitants  to  assist  him  to  carry  Mr.  Tuttle 
to  goal ;  but  they  refusing,  he  informed  them  he  should  go 
to  the  neighboring  island  of  Uampo  Bello,  and  get  assist- 
ance from  the  ship  lying  there  ;  being  determined  to  carry 
the  said  Tuttle  to  goal ;  and  that  orders  had  come  from 
St.  John^s  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  inhabitants  of 
Moose  Island. 

This  account  is  in  part  confirmed  by  a  letter  communi- 
ca.ted  to  me  by  Leonard  Jarvis,  Esq ;  who,  as  he  has 
lately  been  in  that  country,  can  give  information  concern- 
ing the  circumstances  of  it. 

Mr,  Avery  concludes  his  letter  with  expressing  his 
hope,  that  government  will  take  steps  to  prevent  its  sub- 
jects from  being  insulted  by  a  foreign  power,  and  being 
liable  to  be  dragged  away  by  armed  force. 
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Id  my  former  message  on  this  subject,  I  acquainted 
you,  Gentlemen,  that  Congress  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  all  the  proceedings  referred  to  in  that  message,  and 
had  sent  an  account  of  them  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  in  London. 

This  affair,  Gentlemen,  merits  your  serious  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Avery^a  letter,  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  men- 
tions several  things  respecting  the  duty  of  his  office ;  and 
of  that  of  the  Naval  Officers  within  his  district :  which 
may  also  require  your  consideration, 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  February  10^  1786. 


Chapter  12. 

RESOLVE  APPROVING  OF  THE  REPORT  OP  A  COMMITTEE  AP- 
POINTED BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE  18th  OF  MARCH,  1783,  TO 
TREAT  WITH  LADY  MARY  PEPPBRBLL  AND  HER  DAUGH- 
TER. RESPECTING  CERTAIN  LANDS  MENTIONED:  AND  AP- 
POINTING A  COMMITTEE  TO  COMPLY  WITH  THE  TERMS. 

WherecLS  the  Committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  \Sth 
of  March,  1783,  to  treat  with  Lady  Mary  Pepperell,  and 
her  daughter^  on  the  subject  of  their  right  to  certain  unim- 
proved landsy  have  reported^  that  they  find  large  tracts  of 
land  in  the  predicament  mentioned  in  the  said  resolve; 
that  Sir  William  Pepperell  deceased^  died  seized  of  the 
said  lands;  that  by  a  clause  in  his  last  willy  all  his  lands 
in  the  township  q/*Biddeford,  {which  at  that  time  included 
Pepperellborough)  and  all  his  lands  in  Scarborough,  after 
the  death  of  his  wife  and  daughter y  he  devised  infee^tail 
to  his  grandson  Willmm  Pepperell  Sparhawk,  (not/?  ca^Zcd 
William  Pepperell)  with  divers  limitations  over^  in  case 
of  failure  of  issue^  as  by  said  will  may  more  fully  appear: 
and  other  unimproved  lands  by  another  clause  in  the  said 
willy  after  the  death  of  the  said  Lady  Pepperell  and  Madam 
Sparhawk,  he,  the  said  Sir  William  deceased^  devised  to 
his  said  grandson  in  fee-simple ;  all  which  rights  title  and 
interest  in  the  lands  so  devised  by  the  said  Sir  William 
Pepperell,  to  his  said  grandson,  has  been  declared  forfeit^ 
and  has  escheated  and  accrued  to  this  Commonwealth; 
that  great  strip  and  waste  has  been  made  on  the  timber 
and  wood  on  the  said  lands,  without  the  privity  or  con- 
sent,  and  against  the  will  and  inclination  <fthe  said  Lady 
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Pepperell  and  Madam  Sparhawk,  and  that  the  same  are 
liable  to  be  pillaged  of  the  remaining  growth  upon  them. 
And  whereas  John  Sparhawk,  Esq;  agent  for  the  said 
Lady  Pepperell  and  her  said  daughter^  in  their  behalf 
has  made  the  following  proposal^  viz. :  thai,  the  said  Lady 
Pepperell,  and  her  said  daughter^  will  release  and  for- 
ever quit  claim  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
all  their  interest  in  the  unimproved  lands  referred  to  in 
said  resolve^  upon  their  receiving  from  the  said  Gommon- 
wealthy  a  deed  to  them  and  their  heirs  in  fee-simple^  of 
two  ninth  parts  in  quantity  and  quality  of  the  lands  afore- 
saidy  to  be  agreed  upon,  assigned  and  set  off  to  them  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  the  said  Lady  and  her  daughter, 
and  such  Committee  as  the  General  Court  may  see  cause  to 
appoint.  And  whereas  the  said  Committee  have  farther 
reported  as  their  opinion,  that  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  accede  to  the  said  proposal : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Court  do  approve  of  the 
said  report  .and  proposal,  and  that  the  Honorable  Benjamin 
Chadboum,  David  Sewall  and  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esquires, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Committee  on  behalf  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  comply  with  the  terms  aforesaid,  with 
full  power  to  assign  and  set  off,  and  to  make  and  duly 
execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  of  two  ninth  parts  t>f  the 
lands  aforesaid,  to  them,  the  said  Lady  Mary  Pepperell, 
and  her  daughter  Sparhawk,  to  hold  in  fee-simple :  pro- 
vided that  the  said  Lady,  and  her  said  daughter,  shall 
previously  release  and  quit  claim  all  their  right  and  interest 
in,  and  demands  on,  the  lands  aforesaid,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  thereof,  to  this  Common- 
wealth, and  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Committee.  And 
the  said  Committee,  or  any  two  of  them,  after  partition 
shall  be  made,  and  the  deeds  aforesaid  duly  executed  and 
delivered,  are  empowered  to  sell  all  such  parts  of  the  lands 
aforesaid,  as  by  virtue  of  such  deeds  as  aforesaid,  shall 
belong  to  this  Commonwealth,  either  at  private  sale  or 
public  auction,  for  the  most  they  can  get,  in  consolidated 
notes  of  this  Commonwealth,  saving  three  per  cent,  which 
may  be  received  in  money.  And  the  said  Committee  are 
hereby  fully  empowered,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  make  and  duly  execute  according 
to  law,  good  and  sufficient  deeds  of  all  the  lands  which 
they  may  sell  as  aforesaid,  to  the  grantee  or  grantees ;  to 
hold  the  same  in  fee  with  warranty.     And  the  said  Com- 
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mittee  are  permitted  to  give  such  credit  to  the  grantees, 
as  may  appear  to  them  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Com- 
monwealthy  and  are  directed  to  pay  all  sums  which  they 
may  receive  in  consequence  of  this  resolve  into  the  public 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  saving  only  so  much  as 
may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expences  that  may  arise  in 
transacting  the  business  hereby  assigned  to  the  Committee 
aforesaid ;  and  to  take  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of 
which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office.  And  the  said 
Committee  are  directed  from  time  to  time  to  lay  their 
accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  examination  and 
allowance.  February  11, 1786. 

Chapter  13. 

MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY    THE  GOVERNOR,  BY  THE   Qfidp^  13 
S  E  CRE  T  AR  Y. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives, 

The  letter  from  our  Delegates  of  the  Slst  of  December, 
will  inform  you,  that  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  Delegates 
of  New  York,  had  written  a  joint  letter  to  each  of  the 
gentlemen  appointed  by  Congress  Commissioners  to  run 
the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
adjoining  to  this  State,  requesting  the  acceptance  of  the 
appointment,  and  assuring  them,  that  satisfactory  compen- 
sation should  be  made  them  for  their  services. 

By  the  answers  of  those  Commissioners,  it  appears  they 
accept  the  appointment,  and  will  attend  the  business  of  it 
in  July  and  August  next. 

Their  names,  which  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of 
December,  announces,  are,  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchins,  Mr. 
John  Erving  and  Mr.  David  Rittenhouse. 

The  joint  answer  of  the  two  latter  gentlemen  mentions, 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  be  informed  some- 
thing concerning  the  agreement  of  the  two  States,  and 
what  the  nature  of  the  work  may  be,  that  they  may  pre- 
pare the  instruments  suitable  to  it.  That  as  they  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  to  any  other  business  than  that  of  making 
the  necessary  observations,  and  marking  the  boundary 
line,  they  expect  the  Delegates  of  the  respective  States  will 
provide  a  Commissary,  who  shall  be  on  the  spot  where  the 
operations  are  to  commence,  about  the  beginning  oi  July, 
with  the  necessary  provisions,  tents,  and  other  articles, 
that  no  delay  may  be  occasioned  when  they  arrive. 
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These  matters,  together  with  the  measures  proper  to  be 
taken  by  the  two  States,  are  by  the  ]etter  from  our  Dele^ 
gates  submitted  to  your  consideration  and  direction  :  and 
they  will  attend  to  any  further  arrangements  relative  to 
this  subject,  with  the  Delegates  or  agents  of  New  York^ 
that  yon  may  think  proper  and  expedient. 

The  several  papers  above  referred  to,  will  accompany 
this  message,  concerning  which  you  will  take  such  meas- 
ures, Gentlemen,  as  shall  appear  to  you  fit  and  expedient. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  February  11, 1786. 

Chapter  14. 

Chan  14-  MESSAGE  feom  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  the 

v/ei^^.  Ai:  secretary. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Souse  of 
RepreserUatives^ 

By  the  returns  made  into  the  Secretary's  office  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  several  towns  and  plantations 
in  this  Commonwealth,  pursuant  to  an  act  and  resolution 
of  the  legislature,  it  appears  there  are  three  hundred  and 
fifty-two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  whites, 
and  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  blacks  : 
the  particulars  of  which  you  will  observe  by  the  account 
taken  of  them  by  the  Seci*etary  from  those  returns.  As 
neither  the  act  or  resolution  contains  any  order  for  trans- 
mitting such  account  to  Congress,  you  will  please.  Gentle- 
men, to  give  the  needful  directions  for  that  purpose, 
expressing  your  mind,  whether  a  copy  of  that  act  and 
resolution  shall  be  sent  with  that  account. 

I  have  received  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 
which  will  be  laid  before  you,  enclosing  a  state  of  the 
representation  of  the  United  States  in  Congress,  for  each 
of  the  months  of  November^  December  and  January  last, 
by  which  it  appears,  that  no  more  than  seven  States  have 
at  any  time  in  those  months  been  represented :  a  circum- 
stance much  to  be  regretted,  as  such  a  representation, 
according  to  the  confederation,  is  not  competent  to  trans- 
act business  of  importance.  We  have  however  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  this  deficiency  is  in  no  part  of  it 
attributable  to  this  Commonwealth. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  Febraary  14 j  1786. 


1785.  —  February  Session.  835 

Chapter  15. 


PETITION  OF  NEHBUIAB  RASD,  DECLARING   (Jhaj).  15 
[)  A  JUDGMENT  AND  AN  EXECUTION  ISSUED  ^ 


RESOLVE  ON  THE 
NULL  AND  VOID 
.THEREON;  AND  DIRECTING  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  COURT  OF 
COMMON  PLEAS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX  IN  THIS 
CASE. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Nehemiah  Eand,  setting  forth  that 
a  judgment  was  unduly  obtained  against  him  at  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  holden  at  Concord,  within  and  for  the 
county  q/"  Middlesex,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September 
last^  by  Oliver  Prescott,  JEJsq;  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
said  county,  for  the  sum  ofFoMV  hundred  pounds,  and  the 
said  Oliver  Prescott,  JEsq;  having  in  writing  signified  that 
he  is  content  that  the  same  judgment  should  be  set  aside, 
and  a  new  trial  thereupon  granted. 

Besolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted ; 
and  that  the  said  judgment  and  any  execution  or  execu- 
tions thereupon  issued,  are  declared  null  and  void ;  and 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  be,  and  he  * 

hereby  is,  directed  to  bring  the  same  action  forward,  upon 
the  docket  of  the  same  Court ;  and  that  the  parties  to  the 
same  action  have  day  thereon  at  the  next  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  to  be  holden  at  Concord,  within  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  March 
next,  and  shall  then  and  there  be  entitled  to  all  pleas  and 
benefits  of  a  trial,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  judgment 
aforesaid  had  not  been  given. 

Provided,  That  the  said  Rand  serve  the  said  Oliver 
Prescott  with  an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve  fourteen  days 
before  the  sitting  of  the  same  Court.    February  14, 1786. 

Chapter  16. 

RESOLVE    NOT  ADMITTING  ANY   APPLICATION    FOR  THE  PAY-   QJiam  16 
MENT    OF    WAGES    DUE    TO    SOLDIERS   DRAWN   BY  FORGED  ■^*  " 

ORDERS,  AFTER  THE   FIRST  OF  DECEMBER  NEXT,  AND  DI- 
RECTING THE  SECRETARY  TO  PUBLISH  THIS  RESOLVE. 

Whereas  wages  due  to  soldiers,  late  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, have  in  many  instances  been  draion  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  by  forged  orders;  and  applications 
have  been  frequently  made  to  the  General  Court,  for  pay- 
ment of  the  wages  drawn  as  aforesaid,  the  detection  of 
which  frauds,  have  been  rendered  very  difficult,  on  account 
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of  unreasonable  delays  in  making  application  for  relief 
It  is  therefore 

Hesolvedy  That  no  application  to  the  General  Court  for 
the  payment  of  wages,  drawn  by  forged  orders  as  afore- 
said, shall,  after  the  first  day  of  December  next,  he 
admitted. 

And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  publish  this 
resolve,  in  the  Independent  Chronicle,  Massachusetts 
Gazette  J  the  Newbury  Port,  Falmouth  ^  Worcester ,  Spring- 
field  and  Plymouth  newspapers,  for  the  space  of  six 
weeks.  February  15,  1786. 

Chapter  17. 

ChaV    17  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMBS  ATHBARN,  ESQ;  OF  TIS- 
^*  BURY,  EMPOWERING    HIM    TO    TAKE    POSSESSION    OP    THE 

HOUSE   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Athearn,  Esq;  ©/"Tisbury,  in 
the  county  o/*  Dukes  County  and  Commonwealth  aforesaid^ 
.         •  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  seventy,  on  the  request  q/*  Joash  Panue, 
Indian  man,  on  the  Gay  Head,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
to  build  him  a  dwelling  house  after  the  English  manner; 
and  it  appearing  to  this  Court  that  the  said  Athearn  did 
build  a  small  house  for  the  said  Indian,  amounting  to 
Twenty-seven  pounds,  seven  shillings  and  eight  pence,  ^r 
which  he  has  received  only  Eight  pounds  :   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  said  James  Athearn  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  take  possession  of  said  house,  and  convert  it 
to  his  own  use,  or  improve  said  house  where  it  now 
standeth,  with  one  fourth  part  of  one  acre  of  land  ad- 
joining said  house.  February  15,  1786. 

Chapter  18. 

Chwn    18  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SBTH  STOlfS,  DIRECTING  THE 
Xyftup.  lO        TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  THE  BILLS  MENTIONED.  AND  GIVE 
HIM  A  RECEIPT  FOR  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Stone,  one  of  the  Collectors  of 
taxes  for  the  town  of  Medford  in  the  year  1780,  praying 
that  a  sum  of  the  old  continental  bills,  now  in  his  hands,  which 
he  received  for  taxes  within  the  time  limited  for  receiving 
the  saine,  may  be  received  into  the  trea^sury  of  this  Common- 
wealth; for  reasons  mentioned  in  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
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directed  to  receive  of  the  said  Seth  Stone,  the  said  bills, 
atnountiDg  to  Seventeen  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  four 
dollars;  and  give  him  a  receipt  for  the  same,  in  discharge 
of  the  said  tax,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. February  15, 1786. 

Chapter  19. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  HANNAH  BURNAM,  EMPOWER-  QhaV*    19 
ING   HER  TO  SELL  PART  OP  THE  TWO  LOTS  OF  LAND  MEN-  ^* 

TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Hannah  Burnam,  praying  that  she 
may  be  empowered  to  sell  certain  lands  in  Bridgetown ;  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  Hannah  Burnam,  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  Reuben  Burnam,  late  of  a  place  called  Bridget- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  her  late  husband 
deceased,  be,  and  she  hereby  is,  empowered  to  sell  part  of 
two  lots  of  land  in  said  Bridgetovm,  which  the  said 
Reuben  in  his  life  time,  bought  of  Richard  Peabody,  and 
to  make  and  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  of  sale,  and  convey- 
ance of  the  same,  she  observing  the  rules  and  directions 
of  the  law,  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  by  executors  and 
administrators,  and  first  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to  law. 

February  20,  1786. 


Chapter  20. 

RESOLVE    FOR    DISCHARGING    GUARDS    AT  THE  MAGAZINE  IN  ChWD*    20 

BOSTON.  -^ 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  it  is  unnecessary 
to  continue  the  guards  vow  doing  duty  at  the  Magazine  in 
Boston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  discharge  the  said  guards  from  any 
further  service  at  the  Magazine  aforesaid. 

February  20, 1786. 

Chapter  21. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL    FISK,    AUTHORIZING  QhttV     21 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  IN  MIDDLESEX  COUNTY,  TO  APPOINT  ^' 

COMMISSIONERS  TO  EXAMINE  THE  CLAIM  MENTIONED. 

On  (he  petition  of  Samuel  Fisk,  as  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  William  Smith,  deceased,  praying  that  the  Judge 


838  1785.  — Fbbbuaby  Sessiok. 

of  Probate^  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  may  he  empowered 
to  grant  a  further  time  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate 
of  Braddyl  Smith,  Esq;  late  of  Weston,  deceased^  repre-^ 
sented  insolvent^  that  thereby  he  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  exhibit  a  claim  against  said  Braddyl's  estate^  as  admin^ 
istrator  on  the  estate  of  said  William  Smith  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills,  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex ^h^ytii^  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, 
on  application,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine  the 
claim  of  the  said  Samuel  Fisky  .as  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  the  said  William  Smithy  for  the  term  of  one 
month  from  the  time  of  their  appointment  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  his 
claim  within  the  term  mentioned ;  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  February  20 ^  1786. 

Chapter  ^2. 

ChaV*   22  RESOLVE  granting  a  tax  of  THRBE  nXJNDRBD  and  EIGHTY" 
^  FOUR  POUNDS  THREE  SHILLINGS  AND  FIVE  PENCE,  TO  BB 

APPORTIONED   AND  ASSESSED  ON  THE  POLLS  AND  ESTATES 
WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE. 

Whereas  it  appears^  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the^Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Barnstable,  that  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  eighty-four 
pounds,  three  shillings  and  five  pence  will  be  necessary  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county^  for  one  year  next 
ensuing  the  first  Tuesday  of  December  last: 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax 
of  Three  hundred  eighty-four  pounds j  three  shillings  and 
five  pence,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  on  the  polls 
and  estates  within  the  said  county  of  Barnstable^  and 
collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the  use  of  said  county, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

February  20, 1786. 

Chapter  23. 

ChaV     23  RESOLVE  on  the 'representation  of  JOHN  LUCASy  ESQ;  HI 
^'       '  behalf  of  EDWARD  BATES,  A  SOLDIER,  ENTITLING  HIM  TO 

AN  ANNUAL  PENSION   EQUAL  TO  THREE-FOURTH  PARTS  OF 
THE  PAY  of' A  SOLDIER,  TO  COMMENCE  Ut  JANUARY,  1780. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Edward  Bates,  a  soldier  tn  tfie 
seventh  Massachusetts  regiment; 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Edward  Bates ^  be,  and  he  hereby 
18,  entitled  to  an  annual  pension,  equal  to  three-fourth 
parts  of  the  pay  of  a  soldier,  to  comnience  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1780,  and  continue  till  the  further  order 
of  this  Court  or  of  Congress.  *  FebTuary  20, 1786. 

Chapter  24. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF    SBTH    WARREN  OP   LANES-  QkaV     24 

BOROUGH.  -^' 

Whereas  Seth  Warren,  of  Lanesborough,  in  the  county 
of  Berkshire,  hath  petitioned  for  a  new  trial  in  an  action 
brought  against  him  by  one  David  Ensign,  in  favour  of  a 
pretended  Henry  Nichols,  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
held  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in  May,  1785,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  and  the  adverse  party  was 
notified  to  shew  cause  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  present 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
should  not  be  granted;  but  although  duly  notified,  did  not 
appear:  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  said  Seth  Wan^en  be  so 
far  granted,  as  that  he  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered 
to  enter  his  appeal  in  the  action  aforesaid,  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  to  be  holden  at  Northampton,  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  April 
next;  and  the  same  Court  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  proceed  thereon  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
might  by  law  have  done,  if  the  said  Seth  Warren  had 
entered  his  appeal  in  due  season  ;  any  law,  usage  or 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  that  execu- 
tion in  the  mean  time  be  stayed.  February  20, 1786. 


Chapter  25. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF    THE    PARISHIONERS   OF  THE   GhaV     25 
FIRST    PARISH    IN    BEVERLY,    GRANTING     ONE    HUNDRED  ^* 

POUNDS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  parishioners  of  the  First  Parish  in 
Beverly,  praying  for  an  allowance  for  their  expences  in 
settling  as  their  pastor,  the  liev.  Mr.  McKein,  in  theplaxx 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Willard,  who  was  chosen  and  appointed 
President  of  Harvard  College: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  granted  to  the  said  parish ;  the  said  sum  to  be 
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allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to  the  order 
of  the  said  parish,  as  a  compensation'  for  their  expences 
aforesaid.  February  21 , 1 786. 


Chapter  26. 

ChaV     26  MESSAGE    FROM   HIS   EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR,   BY   THE 
•^'  SECRETARY 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  y 

The  extravagant  importation  of  foreign  manufactures, 
since  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  has  greatly  injured  our 
own,  particularly  those  in  wool. 

The  quantity  of  woolens  imported,  their  superior  fabric, 
and  the  cheapness  of  them,  have  not  only  in  a  great 
measure  put  a  stop  to  our  looms,  and  to  the  several  other 
modes  of  manufacturing  our  wool,  but  have  thereby  been 
a  principal  cause  of  the  decrease  of  sheep  in  this  Com- 
monwealth.—  This  decrease,  as  we  are  now  necessitated 
to  manufacture  for  ourselves,  is  universally  felt  and 
regretted,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  apply  some 
remedy  to  this  evil,  which  for  several  years  has  been  a 
growing  one.  You  will  therefore  allow  me,  Gentlemen, 
to  recommend  to  you,  to  apply  some  effectual  remedy 
accordingly,  and  at  the  same  time  to  project  some  method, 
by  which  we  may  obtain  models  of  several  machines,  or 
the  machines  themselves,  lately  invented  for  manufacturing 
woolen  cloth,  by  the  use  of  which  there  would  be  a  saving 
of  much  labour  and  expence,  and  the  cloth  would  be 
manufactured  in  a  superior  manner. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  February  21  y  1786. 
Chapter  27. 

Chap.    27  MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY    THE   GOVERNOR.    BY    THE 

SECRETARY* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Hoxise  of 
Representatives , 
As  the  encouragement  of  every  useful  manufacture  in 
the  Commonwealth  has  now  become  necessary,  it  is  my 
duty  to  mention  to  you  a  very  important  one,  —  so 
important  to  us,  as  a  free  and  independent  people,  that 
our  existence  as  such  may  depend  on  the  establishment  of 
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it  among  ourselves. — I  mean  the  manufacture  of  Gun- 
powder. 

Experience  has  taught  us  how  necessary  powder  has 
been  for  our  safety  and  defence :  and  the  present  state  of 
things  indicates,  that  a  supply  of  it  may  be  again  necessary 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  importance  of  a  sufficient  and 
constant  supply,  obliges  me,  Gentlemen,  to  call  on  you  to 
make  the  needful  provision  for  it. 

Of  the  several  methods  of  doing  it,  the  establishment 
of  a  permanent  manufactory  within  the  Commonwealth, 
appears  the  most  eligible.  The  principal  and  most  costly 
ingredient  in  the  composition,  Saltpetre,  may  be  fui'nished 
in  several  ways  by  a  State  factory,  — by  a  specific  tax  on 
the  State  at  large,  payable  in  that  article,  and  delivered 
at  the  factory,  or  by  a  like  tax  on  the  county  wherein  the 
factory  might  be  established :  in  which  last  case,  the  Salt- 
petre delivered  in  behalf  of  any  town  should  at  a  certain 
price  be  carried  to  its  credit  by  the  factory  overseer,  and 
the  sum  credited  should  discharge  so  much  of  such  town's 
proportion  of  the  general  State  Tax  for  the  year. 

A  tax  of  this  sort  is  not  a  novelty  in  this  country :  for 
so  early  as  the  year  1643,  a  Saltpetre  tax,  I  have  been 
informed,  was  laid  on  the  then  colony  of  Massachv setts 
Bay. 

When  the  militia  shall  be  arranged  and  settled  according 
to  the  last  Militia  Act,  there  will  be  an  annual  consumption 
of  about  forty  barrels  of  powder  by  the  companies  of 
artillery  in  the  nine  divisions.  Some  of  those  companies, 
formed  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  Militia  Act,  have  already 
applied  for  the  powder  they  are  respectively  entitled  to, 
but  the  small  quantity  in  the  public  magazines,  has 
obliged  me  to  suspend  giving  orders  for  the  delivery  of 
it,  until  the  magazines  shall  be  further  supplied.  This 
supply.  Gentlemen,  will  depend  on  your  pleasure,  and  it 
being  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  safety  of  the 
Commonwealth,  you  will  please  to  give  your  immediate 
attention  to  it. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  February  21  ^  1786. 
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Chapter  28. 

Chav    28  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  barrb, 

^'  authorizing  LEMUEL  OSGOOD,  ONE  OF  THE  PRESENT  CON- 

STABLES OF  THE  SAID  TOWN,  TO  RECEIVE  THE  RATE  BILLS, 
OR  ESTIMATES  MENTIONED,  FROM  THE  HEADS  OF  SUCH 
CLASSES  AS  ARE  DELINQUENT,  AND  ALSO  TO  COLLECT  THE 
SAME  FROM  SUCH  DELINQUENTS,  IN  THE  WAY  OTHER  TAXES 
ARE  COLLECTED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Barre, 
setting  forth  the  difficulties  they  labour  under  in  collecting 
from  certain  persons y  their  proportion  of  the  sevei*al  classes 
agreed  to  and  settled  at  a  legal  town  meeting,  warned  for 
the  purpose  of  averaging  the  voluntary  services  done  by  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  said  town,  7nore  than  their  due 
proportion,  during  the  late  war  with  Britain,  as  is  par- 
ticularly set  forth  in  their  petition  ;  and  praying  this  Court 
would  enable  them  to  collect  from  said  delinquents,  such 
sums  as  are  assessed  in  said  classes : 

Resolved,  That  Lemuel  Osgood,  one  of  the  present 
Constables  of  the  town  of  Barre,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  to  receive  the  rate  bills  or 
estimates  made  by  the  town,  at  their  meeting  aforesaid, 
from  the  heads  of  such  classes  as  are  delinquents,  and  also 
to  collect  the  same  from  all  such  delinquents,  in  the  way 
and  manner  which  other  taxes  are  collected,  and  to  pay 
such  sums  so  collected  unto  the  heads  of  each  class  from 
whom  he  may  receive  the  respective  lists;  which  lists 
shall  be  compared  with  those  upon  record  in  the  town's 
books.  February  22,  1786. 


Chapter  29. 

Chav     29  RESOLVE  discharging  the  committee  of  accounts  FROM 
^  '  THREE  THOUSAND  POUNDS,  AND   GRANTING    F0C7/?    THOV- 

SAND  POUNDS  TO  THE  SAID  COMMITTEE. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Oourt,  that  the  Committee  for 
examining  and  passing  accounts  have  accounted  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  sum  q/*  Three  thousand  pounds,  granted 
by  this  Court  in  November  last,  and  that  a  farther  sum  of 
money  is  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  payment  of  such 
accounts  as  have  been  or  may  be  allowed  by  said  Committee : 
Therefoi^e 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  discharged  from 
the  said  sum  of  Three  thousand  pounds,  and  that  a  further 
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sum  of  Four  thousand  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  aforesaid  Committee  for 
allowing  and  passing  accounts,  said  Committee  to  be 
accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

February  23, 1786. 

Chapter  30. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  HENRT  COOLIDOE,  DIRECTING  Cfiat)     SO 
THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON    PLEAS,  IN  THE  ^  *  -T"    * 
COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO  THE  PREMISES* 
&o. 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Coolidge,  of  Boxborough,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  representing,  that  at  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  held  at  Concord,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  in  March  la^t,  he  brought  an  action 
of  covenant  broken,  against  George  Dana,  o/*Ashburnham, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  that  at  the  said  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  in  May  last,  judgment  was  rendered  in 
favour  of  the  petitioner;  but  that  by  accident  a  mistake 
happened,  greatly  to  his  damage,  and  praying  the  aid  of 
this  Court: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  at  their 
next  term,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  fully  authorfzed  to 
enquire  into  the  premises,  hear  the  parties,  and  rectify 
any  mistake  they  may  find  in  the  judgment  aforesaid, 
or  relative  thereto,  as  may  be  for  the  furtherance  of  justice, 
in  as  ample  a  manner  as  they  might  have  done  before 
record,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  pro- 
vided the  petitioner  notify  the  said  George,  by  delivering 
to  him,  or  leaving  at  his  last  and  usual  place  of  abode,  an 
attested  copy  of  this  resolve,  fouiteen  days  at  the  least, 
before  the  said  next  sitting  of  the  said  Court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  If  the  said  George  shall 
attend  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  consequence  of 
the  aforesaid  notification,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  his  reason- 
able costs  for  such  his  attendance,  any  thing  in  the  fore- 
going resolves  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  23,  1786. 
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Chapter  31. 

Chap.   31  BK80LVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  THE  SELECTMEN  OP  THE  TOWN 
•^  OP  CUMMISGTOS,  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO 

SAID  TOWN,  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  BAST  LINE  OF  SAID  TOWN. 
AND  TO  EXAMINE  A  TRACT  OF  LAND  BETWEEN  THE  SAID 
TOWN  AND  GOSHSy,  AND  TO  CONSIDER  THE  EXPEDIENCY 
OP  ANNEXING  SAID  TRACT  OP  LAND  TO  ONE  OR  OTHER  OF 
SAID  TOWNS,  AND  TO  MAKE  REPORT. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Cumming- 
ton,  representing^  thai  a  dispute  has  arisen  between  said 
town  of  Cummington,  and  the  inhabitants  adjoining  the 
east  line  of  said  town,  and  praying  for  a  Committee  to 
settle  said  dispute: 

Resolved^  That  John  Hastings^  Samuel  Taylor j  and 
Benjamin  Tapper ,  Esq'rs.  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the 
town  of  Cummington,  to  ascertain  the  east  line  of  said 
town,  —  to  examine  whether  there  is  a  tract  of  land  lying 
between  the  towns  of  Cummingtpn  and  Goshen^  —  to  con- 
sider of  the  expediency  of  annexing  said  tract  (if  any  there 
be)  to  one  or  other  of  said  towns,  —  and  to  make  a  report 
of  their  doings  to  the  next  General  Court,  at  their  first 
session.  The  said  town  of  Cummington  to  pay  the 
expence  of  the  said  Committee.  February  23 y  1786, 
I 

Chapter  33. 

Chap.   32  RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETmON   OP  JOHS  THOMAS,  OP    MARSH- 
^  FIELD,  GRANTING  HIM  THE  PEE  OF  HIS  FATHER,  NATHAS- 

IBL  RAT  THOMAS'S  ESTATE,  VESTED  IN  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH SINCE  THE  DEPARTURE  OP  MRS.  THOMAS,- 
PROVIDED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Thomas,  q/'Marshfield,  praying 
that  such  part  of  his  father's  confiscated  estate,  as  was  duly 
assigned  and  set  off  to  his  mother,  Sarah  Thomas,  to  be 
improved  by  her  so  long  a,s  she  remained  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, may,  since  she  is  now  departed  therefrom, 
be  vested  in  him  in  fee: 

Resolved,  That  all  such  parts  and  parcels  of  the  con- 
•  fiscated  real  estate,  late  of  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  of 
Marshfield,  as  since  his  departure  from  this  CommoD- 
wealth  have  been  assigned  and  set  off  to  his  wife,  Sarah 
Thomas,  for  her  use  and  improvement,  so  long  as  she 
remained  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  fee  whereof, 
since  her  departure  therefrom,  is  vested  in  this  Common- 
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wealth,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  given  and  granted  to  said 
John  Thomas^  son  of  the  said  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas^  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  him,  the  said  John  Thomas^ 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  to  his  and  their  proper  use 
and  benefit. 

Provided  nevei'tfieless^  and  this  grant  is  on  the  following 
condition.  That  after  all  the  avails  of  his  said  father's 
estate,  which  have  been  received  into  the  public  treasury, 
shall  be  drawn  out  therefrom  to  the  use  of  the  several 
creditors  of  said  estate,  he,  the  said  John  Thomas^  shall  pay 
and  satisfy  all  such  debts  as  shall  then  remain  due  from  his 
said  father's  estate,  and  also  such  debts  as  may  remain  due 
on  the  settlement  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  in  case  any  individual 
creditor  or  creditors  may  be  willing  to  take  the  said  John 
Thomas's  security,  in  satisfaction  of  their  whole  demands 
against  his  said  father's  estate,  in  preference  to  drawing 
their  proportion  thereof  out  of  the  public  treasury ;  and 
the  said  John  Tliomas  is  willing  to  secure  the  same,  such 
creditor  or  creditoi*s,  are  hereby  empowered  and  authorized 
to  make  such  compromise  with  said  John  Tliomas^  with- 
out being  obliged  to  wait  till  the  avails  of  his  said  father's 
estate  are  first  drawn  out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  for 
all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  the  said  John 
Thomas  shall  thus  secure  to  any  creditor  or  creditors,  the 
same  shall  go,  and  be  as  so  much  in  discharge  of  the  condi- 
tion annexed  to  the  grant  aforesaid.    February  23 y  1786, 


Chapter  33. 

ON  THE  PETITION  OF  LEVI  NICHOLS,  MAKING  NULL   rij,^^     QQ 
AIN  JUDGMENT,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  OFFICER  HOLD-  v^Amp.    OO 


RESOLVE 
A  CERT 

ING   THE    EXECUTION   TO   PROCEED  NO  FURTHER  AGAINST 
THE  SAID  LBVL 

On  the  petition  q/'Levi  Nichols,  shewing  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University ^  have  obtained  an 
ei'roneous  judgment  against  him,  and  that  an  execution 
thereon^  hath  issued^  and  he  is  in  danger  of  being  com- 
mitted to  goal.  And  whereas  the  said  President  and 
Fellows y  6y  Jonathan  Mason, y^n..  Esq;  their  attorney ^  do 
acknowledge  the  truths  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition : 

Resolved  J  That  the  said  judgment,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby 
made  null  and  void,  and  the  officer  holding  the  said  execu- 
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tioD,  OD  the  said  Levi's  presenting  him  with  a  copy  of  this 
resolve,  is  directed  to  proceed  no  further  against  the  said 
Leviy  but  to  return  the  said  execution,  with  the  said  copy 
thereto  annexed.  Febrnary  23^  1786. 


Chapter  34. 

Chap.  34  RESOLVE  on  the  PExmoN  of  frbderick  albert,  direct- 

'  INO   THE   TREASURER   TO  RECEIVE   THE   SUM    MENTIONED, 

IN   OLD    MONET,   IN   DISCHAROINO   THE   COLLECTION    COM- 
MUTED TO   HIM. 

On  the  petition  of  Frederick  Albert,  setting  forth,  thai 
he  was  a  Collector  of  taxes  in  the  town  of  Lancaster  for 

1780,  and  that  he  had  collected  from  said  assessment,  of 
the  several  persons  borne  on  said  list,  the  sum  of  Two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
in  Continental  money,  before  the  sixteenth  day  of  July, 

1781,  and  before  he  had  knowledge  of  any  resolve  of  the 
General  Court  to  the  contrary,  and  that  he  sent  the  same 
to  the  Treasurer,  but  it  could  not  be  received  for  want  of  a 
certificate,  which  your  petitioner  afterwards  did  procure, 
though  the  said  sum  has  never  yet  been  received:  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  of  the  said 
Frederick  Albert  the  abovesaid  sum  of  Two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds,  ten  shillings ^  Continental 
currency  of  the  old  emission,  in  discharge  of  so  much  of 
the  collection  committed  to  him  to  collect,  he  paying  the 
cost  of  the  execution.  February  23 y  1786. 

Chapter  35. 

Chan   35  resolve  on  the  petition  of  MAyAssER  divoll,  dirbctino 

^'      *  the  judge  of  probate  for  SUFFOLK  COUNTY  TO  APPOINT 

commissioners  on  RICHARD  LBCHMERE'S  ESTATE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  o/'Manasseh  DivoU : 

Besolved,  That  the  honourable  Oliver  Wendell,  Esq; 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  is  hereby 
empowered  and  directed  to  require  the  Commissioners 
lately  appointed  on  the  estate  of  Richard  Lechmere^  Esq  ; 
a  conspirator,  to  examine  the  claims  of  Manasseh  Divoll, 
administrator  de  bonis  non,  etc.  of  Michael  TValette,  late 
of  Lancaster,  deceased,  to  whom  the  said  Richard  Lech- 
mere,  Esq ;  was  executor,  in  order  that  the  said  Manasseh 
Divoll  may  receive  out  of  the  said  Lechmer^s  estate  what 
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was  due  to  the  said  Divoll  from  his  admiDistration  afore- 
said on  the  estate  of  the  said  Tralelte,  whereof  the  said 
Richard  Lechmere,  Esq  ;  was  executor,  the  said  Lechmere 
having  left  a  sufficiency  of  the  said  TValette'a  effects  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  said  purpose,  the  said 
Manasseh  Divoll  paying  the  expence  of  the  commission 
aforesaid.  February  23^  1786. 

Chapter  36. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JONATHAN  POOR,  AND  OTHERS,  Chan     36 
EMPOWERING  THE  COURT  OF   GENERAL  SESSIONS    OF  THE  ^* 

PEACE  FOR  ESSEX  COUNTY,  TO  APPOINT  A  COMMITTEE  TO 
BE  JOINED  WITH  THE  TRUSTEE  OF  THE  TOLL  BRIDGE  OVER 
PARKER  RIVER,  TO  EXEMPT.  THE  PETITIONERS  AND  THEIR 
FAMILIES  FROM  PAYING  THE  TOLL  REQUIRED,  AND  TO  COM- 
POUND WITH  THE  OWNERS  OF  THE  MAIL  STAGES. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Jonathan  Poor  and  others^  setting  forth 
the  unequal  and  heavy  burden  to  which  they  are  subjected^ 
by  the  toll  for  passing  the  bridge  over  the  River  Parker : 

Resolved^  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Essex y  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  a  Committee,  to  be 
joined  with  theTrustee  for  the  bridge  aforesaid,  to  exempt 
the  petitioners  find  their  respective  families  from  paying 
the  toll  required  by  law.  upon  their  engaging  to  maintain 
in  repair  such  a^ar|  of^said  bridge,  and  for  such  a  time, 
as  the  Committee  and  "Trustee  may  think  reasonable.  And 
the  said  Court  of  Sessions  are  hereby  further  authorized, 
to  vest  the  Committee  and  Trustee  aforesaid,  with  the 
power  to  make  the  like  exemption,  in  favour  of  others 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  bridge,  who  may  request  the  same  ; 
and  likewise  to  compound  with  the  owners  of  the  mail 
stages  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum,  in  lieu  of  the  toll 
they  would  otherwise  be  subjected  to  pay  for  passing  over 
the  said  bridge.  February  23^  1786. 


Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  NEW  ASH- 
FORD,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  SAID 
TOWN  WITH  ONE-THIRD  OF  THE  TAXES  AS  SETTLED  BY 
THE  VALUATION  IN  1778. 

On  the  petition  of  the  district  of  New  Ashford,  joraytngr 
that  part  of  the  taxes  laid  on  said  district  may  be  abated ^ 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition: 


Chap.  37 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed 
to  credit  the  said  district  oif  Xevo  Ashfordy  one-third  part 
of  all  taxes  which  have  been  laid  on  said  district  since  the 
valuation  settled  in  the  year  1778  ;  any  law  or  resolve  of 
the  General  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  23,  1786, 

Chapter  38.      . 

Chan   38  i^esolve  on  the  petition  op  BsxjAMiy  colt,  empowering 

Kynu£/.  ^j^g  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE, 

TO  ORDER  THAT  THE  SHARE  OF  THE  SAID  BESJAMIS,  IN 
THE  ESTATE  OF  BENJAMIN  COLT,  DECEASED,  BE  SET  OFF 
IN  SEVERALTY. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Colt,  praying  that  the  Judge 
of  Probate,  &c.  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  may  be  em- 
powered to  order  that  his  share  in  the  estate  of  Benjamin 
Colt,  late  of  Hadley,  in  the  said  county  of  Hampshire, 
gentleman,  deceased,  be  set  off  to  him  in  severalty,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  petitions- 
Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  order  that 
the  share  of  the  said  Benjamin  Colt,  in  the  estate  of  said 
Benjamin  Colt,  deceased,  be  set  off  to  him  in  severalty ; 
any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  23, 1786. 


Chapter  39. 

ChaV     39  RESOLVE  granting  eight  hundred   pounds  TO   BE   LAID 
^*  on  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO    DEFRAY  THE  NECES- 

SARY CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

On  the  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  begun  and  held  at  Great  Barrington, 
within  and  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  preferred  by  their 
clerk,  agreeable  to  an  act  directing  the  manner  in  which 
money  shall  be  raised  and  levied  to  defray  the  charges 
which  may  arise  within  the  several  counties  in  this  Com- 
monwealth : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Eight  hundred  pounds,  be, 
and  it  is,  hereby  granted  to  be  laid  on  the  said  county  of 


1785.  —  February  Session.  849 

Berkshire^  to  defray  the  necessary  charges  thereof,  for 
one  year  next  following  the  said  2d  Tuesday  of  September ^ 
to  be  apportioned,  assessed,  collected  and  applied,  agree- 
able to  the  said  act.  February  23^  1786. 

Chapter  40. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OP  SBVBN^  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  Char)  40 
POUNDS,  TO  BE  LAID  ON  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  TO  ^* 

DEFRAY  THE  NECESSARY  CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

On  the  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace^  begun  and  holden  at  Worcester, 
within  and  for  the  count}/  of  Worcester,  on  thefii^st  Tues- 
day of  December  last^  preferred  by  their  Clerk,  according 
to  an  act,  entitled  •*  An  act  directing  the  manner  in  which 
money  shall  be  raised  and  levied,  to  defray  the  charges 
which  may  arise  within  the  several  counties  in  this  Com- 
monwealth : " 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Seven  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  granted,  to  be  laid  on  the 
said  county  of  Worcester,  to  defraj'  the  necessary  charges 
thereof,  for  one  year  next  following  the  said  first  Tuesday 
of  December,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  according  to 
the  said  act.  February  23,  1786. 

Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ELIJAH  BACON,  NULLIFYING  A  /na^„  4I 
CERTAIN  JUDGMENT,  AND  EMPOWERING  HIM  TO  ENTER  HIS  ^'***iP*  *-^ 
APPEAL. 

On  the  petition  of  Elijah  Bacon,  of  Providence,  in  the 
Staie  of  Rhode  l%\?Lt\A,  praying  that  a  judgment  might  be 
set  aside,  which  was  obtained  against  him  by  Oliver  Ware, 
of  Wrentham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  yeoman,  for  the 
sum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  eight  shillings  and 
six  pence,  in  an  action  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
held  at  Boston,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  Anno 
Domini,  1783 : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  judgment,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby 
nullified;  and  all  proceedings  had  thereon,  are  hereby 
declared  void ;  and  the  said  Bacon  is  empowered  to  enter 
his  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  held  at  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  July,  A.  D.  1783,  in  the  action  afore- 
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said,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  next  to  be  holden  at 
said  Boston.  And  the  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
proceed  in  hearing  and  determining  the  said  action,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  might  by  law  have  proceeded 
thereon,  had  the  same  been  entered  at  the  said  Court,  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  August  aforesaid,  and  as  though  no 
judgment  had  been  rendered  by  them  in  favour  of  said 
Ware.  February  23,  1786. 

Chapter  42. 

ChaV    42  RESOLVE    on    the    petition    of     NATHAS     ST.     JOHN    AND 
^*  OTHERS,  AUTHORIZING  THE   JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  OF  BBRK- 

SHJRE,  TO  APPOINT  THREE  IMPARTIAL  MEN   FOR  THE  PUR- 
POSE  MENTIONED. 

On  (he  petition  of  Nathan  St,  John  and  others^  praying 
that  a  dower  might  be  set  off  to  his  wife  Abigail,  out  of  the 
estate  of  Caleb  Smith,  late  of  Stockbridge,  deceased,  as 
an  equivalent  for  her  dower  in  the  estate  of  Joseph  ELawley, 
late  of  Ridgefield,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  deceased , 
which  she  released  to  the  said  Caleb  in  his  life  time: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  appoint 
three  impartial  and  indifferent  men,  and  freeholders  in 
said  county,  directing  them  to  set  off"  and  assign  to  Abigail 
St,  John,  during  her  natural  life,  to  be  improved  by  her 
as  dower,  under  the  regulations  of  law,  so  much  and  such 
part  of  the  real  estate  of  Caleb  Smith,  late  of  Stockbridge, 
deceased,  as  they  shall  judge  an  equivalent  to  her  thirds 
or  dower  in  the  estate  of  Joseph  JHawley,  late  of  Ridge-- 
fields  deqeased,  which  she  released  to  the  said  Caleb  in 
his  life  time.  The  doings  of  said  men  to  be  allowed  by 
the  Judge  of  Probate,  and  recorded  in  the  Probate  Office 
for  the  county  of  Berkshire.  February  23, 1786. 

Chapter  43. 

Chan   4S  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  hobart  clark,  administra- 
1  tor  on  the  estate  of  benjamin  ruoglbs,  empowering 

the  justices  of  the   court  of  common  pleas  for  SUF- 
FOLK county,  to  examine  witnesses  to  support  the 

IDENTITY    OF   THE    SIGNATURE    OF    SAMUEL    AND    JOSIAH 
RUGGLBS. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Hobart  Clark,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Benjamin  Ruggles,  late  of  Braintree,  in  the  county 
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of  Suffolk,  ywman^  deceased ^  praying  that  a  mode  may 
be  prescribed  Jbr  taking  the  acknowledgment  of  two  deeds 
made  to  said  Benjamin  while  infill  life^  —  one  by  Samuel 
Ruggles,  March  7,  1726,  and  one  by  Josiah  Ruggles,  Oc- 
tober 27, 1741,  Jo^A  of  which  grantors^  and  all  the  witnesses 
to  said  deeds  being  now  deceased: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  county  of  Suffolk^  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  and  empowered  to  hear  and  examine  such 
witnesses,  and  receive  such  other  evidence  to  the  signa- 
tures of  the  said  Samuel  and  Josiah^  as  at  common  law  is 
admissible,  to  support  the  identity  of  handwriting ;  and 
the  said  Justices  upon  their  conviction  of  the  authenticity 
of  the  same,  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause  a  record  of  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  aforesaid  deeds,  to  be  entered 
thereon  in  the  same  m  inner  as  though  the  witnesses  to 
said  deeds  were  now  living,  reference  therein  being  made 
to  this  resolve;  which  proceedings  shall  have  the  same 
validity  as  though  the  witnesses  to  said  deeds  were  present 
to  testify  to  the  same.  February  24^  1786. 

Chapter  44. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  EAST  PARISH  IN   ALMS-   QhaV    44 
BURT,    SIMEON    BARTLETT,    AND     OTHERS,     AUTHORIZING  ^' 

THEM    TO    MAKE    SALE    OF    THE   PARSONAGE   LAND    MEN- 
TIONED. 

Ofi  the  petition  of  Simeon  Bartlett  and  others,  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  East  Parish  of  Almsbury ,  praying  for  liberty 
to  sell  the  parsonage  land  belonging  to  the  said  parish,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  *  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  Simeon  Bartlett,  Samuel  Ordway  and 
John  Barnard,  the  Committee  of  the  said  East  Parish  of 
Almsbury,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  make  sale  of  the  said  parsonage  land,  in  such 
way  and  manner  as  the  said  parish  shall  direct,  (they  first 
giving  bond,  with  sufiScient  sureties,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  said  East  Parish,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  said 
trust)  and  to  receive  the  net  proceeds  of  the  same,  and  to 
give  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  to  the  purchaser  of  the 
said  land. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  parsonage  land  aforesaid,  shall  be  invested, 
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as  soon  as  may  be,  in  other  real  estate  in  some  convenient 
part  of  the  said  parish ;  which  estate  so  purchased,  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  of  the  said  East  Parish 
forever.  February  24 ^  1786, 

Chapter  45. 

Chap.  45  MESSAGE  from  his  excellency  the  governor,  by  the 
^*  secretary. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

The  letter  of  the  General  Couil  to  our  Delegates,  dated 
the  4th  of  November  last,  has  been  laid  before  Congress. 
You  will  recollect  that  it  was  grounded  on  several  peti- 
tions to  the  Court  from  persons  in  the  town  of  Boston^ 
representing  that  divers  effects  had,  by  orders  of  the 
British  Commander  in  Chief,  while  the  British  troops 
were  in  possession  of  the  town,  been  taken  from  them ; 
and  praying  for  the  aid  of  the  Court  in  recovering  a  com- 
pensation for  those  effects.  I  would  inform  you.  Gentle- 
men, that  Congress  have  transmitted  to  their  minister  in 
Londoriy  an  instruction  upon  that  subject. 

In  consequence  of  an  order  of  Congress  of  the  second 
of  January  last,  the  Secretary  of  Congress  has  reported 
to  them  the  particular  States,  which  have  complied,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  with  the  revenue  system  of  the  18th  of 
Aprily  1783;  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of 
the  same  date,  for  an  alteration  of  the  8th  Article  of  the 
Confederation  ;  and  with  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Aprils  1784, 
recommending  the  vesting  of  certain  commercial  powers 
in  Congress. 

The  essence  of  the  report  is,  that  the  first  part  of  the 
revenue  system,  the  investing  Congress  with  a  power  to 
levy  certain  duties  upon  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States,  has  in  whole  been  complied  with,  by  nine  States; 
including  Massachusetts  and  Delaware^  and  in  part  by 
another.  —  The  second  part  of  the  revenue  system,  is  the 
establishing  for  twenty-five  years,  to  discharge  the  debts 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  supporting 
the  war,  substantial  and  effectual  revenues,  for  supplying 
their  respective  proportions  of  One  million^  Jive  hundred 
thousand  efoZ/ar^,  annually,  exclusive  of  the  aforementioned 
duties.  With  this  part  of  the  system,  three  States  have 
complied  in  whole,  and  a  fourth  in  part. 
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It  does  not  appear,  that  Massachusetts  is  one  of  those 
four  States,  that  have  complied.  This  part  of  the  recom- 
mendation, Gentlemen,  although  it  be  not  now  expressly 
renewed,  merits  your  serious  consideration. 

With  respect  to  the  two  last  recommendations,  for  an 
alteration  in  the  eighth  Article  of  the  Confederation,  and 
for  vesting  Congress  with  certain  commercial  powers, 
eight  States  have  complied  with  the  former,  and  nine  with 
the  latter :  both  inclusive  of  Ma^achusetts. 

The  report  at  large,  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  of  the  12th  oi  January^  will  be  laid  before  you. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  February  25 ^  1786, 

Chapter  46. 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  west  parish  in  ALMS'  Char)  46 

BURT,  empowering  CHRISTOPHER  SARQBNT  AND  OTHERS,  ^* 

TO  SELL  PARSONAGE   LANDS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  West  Parish  in  Almsbury ,  praying 
for  liberty  to  sell  the  parsonage  lands,  consisting  of  upland 
and  salt  marsh,  belonging  to  said  parish,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  Christopher  Sargent  and  Willis  Patten,  a  Committee 
of  said  parish,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
sell  said  parsonage  land,  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  they  first  giving 
bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  parish,  for  .the  faithful  exe- 
cution of  their  trust,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  said  lands,  for  purchasing  other  land,  in  some 
convenient  place  in  said  parish  ;  and  the  land  so  purchased, 
shall  be  kept  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  of  said  parish, 
forever.  February  25, 1786. 

Chapter  47. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING   TWO  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTT-SIX  POUNDS  Qhav    47 
TO   LEVI  LINCOLN,  ESQ;  FOR  SERVICES   PERFORMED  RELA-  ^* 

TIVE  TO  CONFISCATED  ESTATES. 

On  the  petition  of  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq;  of  Worcester, 
praying  for  an  allowance  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
confiscated  estates  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  for  services 
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performed  and  tnonies  expended^  as  set  forth  in  his  said 
petition  y  and  the  account  accompanying  the  same. 

jResolvedj  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  Z/evi 
Lincoln^  Esq  ;  by  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  said  estates, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
and  eighty-six  pounds^  in  full  for  his  services  aforesaid. 

February  25^  1786. 

Chapter  48. 

Chan*  48  resolve  on  the  petition  of  james  tucker,  directing 

^  THE    TREASURER  TO  PAY  CERTAIN    NOTES,  OF  THE    SAME 

TENOR    AND    DATE    WHICH  WERE    DELIVERED    IN   CONSE- 
QUENCE OF  A  FORGED  ORDER. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Tucker,  sergeant  in  the  fifth 
Massachusetts  regiment ^  in  Capt.  Kadau^s  company  ^  setting 
foi'thy  that  some  person  by  a  forged  order  on  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth  y  hath  drawn  his  v)ages  for  t?ie  year 
1780,  and  praying  that  he  may  have  his  said  wages  paid 
to  him: 

Resolved ^  That  the  prayer  be  so  far  granted,  that  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  make  out  and  pay  to  the  said  James  Tucker^ 
notes  of  the  same  sum,  tenor  and  date,  that  those  notes 
were  of,  which  were  delivered  in  consequence  of  the  afore- 
said forged  order.  February  25^  1786. 

Chapter  49. 

rhnn    4Q  MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY   THE    GOVERNOR,   BY   THE 
^^^P'  ^^  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

On  the  25th  instant,  I  communicated  to  you,  a  report 
made  to  Congress  by  their  Secretary,  representing,  among 
other  things,  what  States  in  the  Union  had  complied, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  the  revenue  system  recom- 
mended by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  o(  Aprils  1783. 
I  mentioned  to  you,  that  this  State  had  not  complied  with 
an  essential  part  of  it ;  and  that  it  merited  your  serious 
consideration,  although  it  did  not  then  appear  to  be  recom- 
mended anew. 

Since  that  communication,  viz. :  by  the  last  post,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  the  Secretaryof  Congress,  enclosing 
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an  act  of  that  honourable  Body,  of  the  1 5th  instant,  respect- 
ing the  same  system,  also  a  schedule  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  loans,  shewing  the  periods  of  their  redemption,  with 
the  annual  interest  payable  thereon,  until  their  final  extinc- 
tion, for  which  provision  is  yet  to  be  made. 

From  the  statement  of  facts  in  the  said  act,  it  appears 
what  States  have,  and  have  not,  either  wholly  or  in  part, 
complied  with  the  above  mentioned  revenue  system. 
Among  those,  that  have  complied  with  it  only  in  part,  is 
Massachusetts:  to  whose  Legislature,  as  well  as  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  other  delinquent  States,  it  is  most 
earnestly  recommended  by  Congress,  completely  and  with- 
out further  delay  to  adopt  the  said  system. 

They  thought  it  their  duty  candidly  to  examine  the 
principles  of  tha^  system,  and  to  discover,  if  possible,  the 
reasons  which  have  prevented  its  adoption.  But  they 
cannot  learn  that  any  member  of  the  Confederacy  has 
stated  or  brought  forward  any  objections  against  it :  and 
the  result  of  their  impartial  enquiries  into  the  nature  and 
operation  of  it,  has  been  a  clear  and  decided  opinion,  that 
the  system  is  more  free  from  well  founded  exceptions,  and 
is  better  calculated  to  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
several  States,  than  any  other,  that  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress can  devise. 

They  further  declare,  that  in  the  course  of  this  enquiry 
it  most  evidently  appeared,  that  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress, for  eight  years  past,  have  been  so  irregular  in  their 
operation,  so  uncertain  in  their  collection,  and  so  evidently 
unproductive,  that  a  reliance  on  them  in  future,  as  a  source 
from  whence  monies  are  to  be  drawn,  to  discharge  the 
engagements  of  the  Confederacy,  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  welfare  and  peace  of  the  Union.  They  are  therefore 
seriously  impressed  with  the  indispensable  obligation  they 
are  under  of  representing  to  the  several  States,  the  utter 
impossibility  of  maintaining  and  preserving  the  faith  of  the 
federal  government,  by  temporary  requisitions  on  the 
States ;  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  an  early  and  com- 
plete accession  of  all  the  States,  to  the  revenue  system 
aforesaid.  That  the  said  system  has  been  under  reference 
for  nearly  thiee  years ;  and  during  that  period,  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  changes,  which  have  taken  place 
in  the  delegations  of  every  State,  it  has  received  the 
repeated  approbation  of  each  successive  Congress.  That 
the  urgency  of  the  public  engagements  at  this  time,  renders 
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it  the  unquestionable  duty  of  the  several  States  to  adopt, 
without  further  delay,  a  measure,  which  alone,  in  the 
judgment  of  Congress,  can  preserve  the  sacred  faith  of 
this  confederacy. 

That  after  the  most  solemn  deliberation,  and  under  the 
fullest  conviction,  that  the  public  embarrassments  are  such, 
as  they  have  represented,  it  has  become  the  duty  of  Con* 
gress,  to  declare  most  explicitly,  that  the  crisis  has  arrived, 
when  the  people  of  these  United  States,  by  whose  will,  and 
for  whose  benefit  the  federal  government  was  instituted, 
must  decide,  whether  they  will  support  their  rank  as  a 
nation,  by  maintaining  the  public  faith  at  home  or  abroad ; 
or  whether,  for  want  of  a  timely  exertion  in  establishing  a 
general  revenue,  and  thereby  giving  strength  to  the  Confed- 
eracy, they  will  hazard,  not  only  the  existence  of  the  Union, . 
but  of  those  great  and  invaluable  privileges,  for  which 
they  have  so  arduously,  and  so  honourably  contended. 

And  to  the  end  that  Congress  may  remain  wholly 
acquitted  from  every  imputation  of  a  want  of  attention 
to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  those  whom  they  represent, 
they  have,  among  other  things,  resolved,  that  whilst  Con- 
gress are  denied  the  means  of  satisfying  those  engagements, 
whichthey  have  constitutionally  entered  into  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  nation,  they  hold  it  their  duty  to  warn  their 
constituents,  that  the  most  fatal  evils  will  inevitably  flow 
from  a  breach  of  public  faith,  pledged  by  solemn  contract, 
and  from  a  violation  of  those  principles  of  justice,  which  are 
the  only  solid  basis  of  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  nations. 

I  have  here  given  you,  Gentlemen,  from  a  long  act  of 
Congress,  an  abstract  of  some  of  the  observations  con- 
tained in  it :  which  by  being  brought  into  a  closer  connec- 
tion may  strike  the  more  forcibly. 

These  observations  are  in  the  highest  degree  important, 
and  are  as  just  as  they  are  important ;  and  demand  a 
serious,  very  serious  attention. 

The  questions,  that  naturally  arise  on  this  occasion,  are 
short.  Shall  the  union  cease  to  exist?  Shall  our  rank  as 
a  nation  become  extinct?  Shall  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence,—  shall  the  privileges  and  blessings  derived  from 
them,  be  relinquished  as  things  of  no  value?  Shall  breach 
of  contract  and  public  faith  compel  our  allies,  who  rank 
with  the  first  powers  of  Europe,  to  become  our  enemies? 
Shall  a  like  breach  destroy  all  confidence  in  Government 
among  ourselves,  and  thereby  introduce  the  worst  of  evils, 
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—  inteiiial  discord,  and  distraction  ?  and  will  the  General 
Court,  by  not  complying  with  the  present  recommenda- 
tion of  Congress,  so  warmly  and  pathetically  urged, 
hazard  the  imputation  of  involving  the  Commonwealth  in 
such  a  complication  of  evils  ? 

I  am  morally  certain,  Gentlemen,  that  your  proceedings 
upon  that  recommendation,  will  clearly  evidence  a  most 
vehement  negative  in  all  those  questions. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  February  27^  1786. 

Chapter  50. 

resolve  on  the  petition  of   URIAH  TILTON,  AND  OTHERS,   rjj,f.^    KQ 
APPOINTING  A  committee    TO    RECTIFY  A    MISTAKE    THAT  ^' 

HATH  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  WRITING  A  CERTAIN  DIVISION  DEED 
OF  A  PART  OF  THE  HOMESTEAD  LAND  OF  ZEPHANIAH 
MATHS W,  DECEASED,  AND  TO  CAUSE  THE  SAME  TO  BE 
RECORDED  IN  THE  REGISTER'S  OFFICE. 

Resolved^  That  John  Worth  of  JSdgartowriy  Esq ;  Mes- 
sieurs James  Allen  and  Nathan  Mayhew^  of  Ohilmarky  all 
of  Dukes  County^  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee (being  first  sworn)  to  rectify  the  mistake  that  hath 
taken  place  in  writing  the  division  deed  of  that  part  of  the 
homestead  land  of  Zephaniah  Mayhew,  late  of  Chilmnrky 
deceased,  which  was  set  off  to  the  widow  of  said  Jl/ay//ew7; 
which  mistake  took  place  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  shares 
mentioned  in  said  deed,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  June^ 
1773 :  and  the  Committee  aforesaid,  after  hearing  the 
parties  and  evidence  relating  to  the  mistake  in  the  two 
shares  before  mentioned,  shall  describe  the  same  by  lasting 
metes  and  bounds,  as  to  them  shall  appear  conformable  to 
the  original  division,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded 
in  the  Register's  Office  of  said  county,  which  shall  make  a 
good  title  to  the  said  shares  before  mentioned,  as  if  the 
mistake  in  the  deed  aforesaid  had  never  taken  place ;  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    February  28 y  1786. 


Chapter  51. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  DELIVER  THE  BOOK 
OF  RECORDS  RELATIVE  TO  PROBATE  MATTERS  TO  THE  CLERK 
OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT. 

Whereas  the  appellant  jurisdiction  of  probate  matters  is 
by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  transferred  from  the  Gov- 


Chap.  51 
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eimor  arid  Council  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  which 
is  thereby  constituted  the  Supreme  Probate  Court:  and  it 
being  expedient  that  the  records  relating  to  probate  matters 
heretofore  kept  in  the  Secretaries  office  sliould  be  delivered 
to  the  said  Supreme  Probate  Court :  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  deliver  such  book  or  books  of  records  relative 
to  said  probate  matters  as  have  been  heretofore  kept  in 
his  office,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  to  be 
by  him  kept  in  his,  the  said  Clerk's,  office  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  the  records  thereof.        February  28^  1786. 

Chapter  52. 

Char)  52  resolve  on  the  petition  of  loammi baldivin,  rectifying 

^"  A   MISTAKE  MADE  ON  THE    PLAN  OF  FLINTSTOWN,  LYING 

BETWEEN  SACO  RIVER  AND  SBBAGO  POND, 

On  the  petition  of  Loammi  Baldwin,  praying  that  a 
certain  mistake  might  be  rectifiedy  which  was  inade  on  the 
pZan  o/'Flintstown,  so  called y  lying  between  Saco  River  and 
Sebago  Pond,  which  was  granted  to  Samuel  Whittemore 
and  otherSy  wherein  Wfor  west  was  inserted  instead  of  E 
for  easty  on  (he  line  extending  northward  from  Muddy 
River,  as  will  plainly  appear  on  said  plan :    Therefore 

Resolvedy  That  the  line  before  mentioned,  running  north- 
ward five  hundred  and  twenty-two  rods  from  Muddy 
River  aforesaid,  for  the  future,  be  considered  and 
understood  to  run  north,  thirty-six  degrees  east,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  said  plan ;  any 
resolve  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  28  y  1786. 

Chapter  53. 

Char)  53  resolve  suspending  a  certain  clause  in  an  act,  entitled. 

-^'  "  AN  ACT  IN  addition  TO,  AND  FOR  THE  EXPLANATION  OF  AN 

ACT  ENTITLED  AN  ACT  FOR  LAYING  DUTIES  OF  IMPOST  AND 
EXCISE,  ON  CERTAIN  GOODS,  WARES  AND  MERCHANDIZE 
THEREIN  DESCRIBED,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  THE  SEVERAL 
LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE."  TO  THE 
THIRD  WEDNESDAY  OF  THE  NEXT  SITTING  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT. 

Whei^eas  the  operation  of  a  certain  clause  in  an  acty 
entitledy  '^  An  act  in  addition  to,  and  for  the  explanation 
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0^  an  acly  entitled y  ^^  An  act  for  laying  duties  of  impost 
and  excise  on  certain  goods^  wares^  and  merchandize 
therein  described^  and  for  repealing  the  several  laws  here- 
tofore made  for  that  purpose^  was  by  a  resolve  of  the 
fourth  of  July  last^  suspended  till  the  second  Tuesday  of 
the  then  next  sitting  of  the  Cfeneral  Court;  and  by  one 
other  resolve  of  the  first  of  December  lasty  was  further 
suspended  till  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the 
operation  of  the  clause  recited  in  the  said  resolve  of 
the  fourth  of  July  lasty  should  be  further  suspended  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  recited  clause,  be,  aud  hereby 
is,  further  suspended  in  its  operation,  till  the  third  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  the  next  General  Court. 

February  28 y  1786. 

Chapter  54. 

RESOLVE    MAKING   AN*  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  THE  MESSENGER   (JhaV    64 
OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  AND  POINTING  OUT  HIS  DUTY.  -^* 

Whereas  by  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Baker^ 
whoy  for  many  years  pasty  with  great  car€y  prudence  and 
fidelity y  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Messenger 
to  the  General  Courty  that  place  is  now  become  vacant. 
And  whereas  it  is  expedient y  previous  to  filling  up  the  said 
vacancy  y  that  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Messenger  or  Door 
JTeeperofthe  Genei'ol  Courty  should  be  particularly  pointed 
out  and  defined:  Therefore 

Resolved y  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person,  who 
shall  be  chosen  to  the  office  of  Messenger  or  Door  Keeper 
of  the  General  Court,  and  who  shall  accept  the  same,  to 
perform  the  duties  and  services  hereinafter  mentioned 
and  enumerated,  viz.  : 

To  open  the  outward  doors  on  the  lower  floor  of  the 
State  House  every  morning,  and  to  shut  them  every 
night ;  Sabbath  days,  public  Thanksgiving  and  Fast  days 
excepted. 

To  take  charge  of  all  the  keys  belonging  to  the  outward 
doors,  and  to  the  doors  of  the  several  apartments  of  the 
said  State  House,  that  are  occupied  by  the  General  Court. 

To  take  all  prudent  care  to  prevent  any  tresspass  or 
damage  from  being  committed  on,  or  done  to,  any  part  of 
the  said  State  House,  by  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
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ever.  And  in  case  such  tresspass  or  damage  shall  take 
place,  and  the  offender  be  known ,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Messenger  of  the  General  Court,  to  inform  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  same,  in  order  that  he  may 
prosecute  such  offender  or  offenders  to  effect,  so  as  to 
bring  him  or  them  to  condign  punishment. 

To  take  care  that  the  several  chambers  and  lobbies 
occupied  by  the  General  Court  be  kept  clean,  and  in 
decent  order. 

To  take  care  of  all  such  books  and  files  of  papers  as  are 
usually  kept  in  either  of  the  rooms  or  lobbies  of  the  State 
House  occupied  by  the  General  Court,  keeping  them 
secure,  and  taking  care  that  no  damage  happen  to  them. 

To  visit  all  the  apartments  in  the  State  House  that  are 
occupied  by  the  General  Court,  every  day,  during  the 
recesses  of  the  said  Court,  when  the  outward  doors  are 
required  to  be  opened,  carefully  observing  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  same,  and  taking  all  prudent  precautions 
to  prevent  damage  being  done  by  storms  beating  into  the 
windows,  or  otherwise. 

To  kindle  and  keep  up  suitable  fires  (in  the  season  of 
the  year  when  the  same  shall  be  necessary)  in  the  Senate 
chamber  and  Representatives  chamber,  and  in  such  of  the 
lobbies  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  General  Court  in  their 
several  sessions,  or  by  Committees  who  may  sit  in  the 
State  House,  by  order  of  Government,  in  the  recesses  of 
the  said  Court ;  attending  the  said  fires  during  the  tim^ 
they  shall  be  improved,  and  carefully  extinguishing  the 
same,  as  soon  as  the  members  of  the  two  Houses,  or  of 
such  Committees,  shall  have  retired ;  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  visit  at  night  every  of  the  aforesaid  apartments, 
where  a  fire  shall  have  been  kept  in  the  day  preceding. 

To  provide  a  proper  and  sufficient  quantity  of  fuel,  for 
supplying  the  fires  aforesaid  ;  and  also  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  candles  of  a  proper  size  and  quality,  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Court,  Government  furnishing  the  said  Messenger, 
from  time  to  time,  with  money  for  the  same. 

To  attend  the  members  of  either  House,  when  they  are 
charged  with  messages  to  the  other  House,  introducing 
them  respectively  in  the  usual  manner. 

To  serve  all  such  processes,  and  perform  all  such  duties 
as  the  Messenger  of  the  House  or  Door  Keeper  is  obliged 
to  serve  and  perform,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
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mon wealth,  that  have  respect  unto  the  said  office  ;  particu- 
larly by  an  act  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  sixteen  hun- 
dred ninety-four,  entitled  •'An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
fees  of  the  Messenger  attending  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativerf."  And  by  another  act,  passed  in  the  year  seven- 
teen hundred  forty-two,  entitled  **  An  act  to  prevent 
incumbrances  about  the  doors  of  the  Court  House  in  Bos- 
ton.'' And  by  another  act  passed  in  the  year  seventeen 
hundred  forty-nine,  entitled,  ''  An  act  to  prevent  the  dis- 
turbance given  the  General  Court  by  the  passing  of 
coaches,  chaises,  carts,  trucks  and  other  carriages,  by  the 
Province  Court  House."  —  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such 
other  services,  as  have  been  heretofore  considered  as 
duties  incident  to  the  said  office  of  Messenger  of  the 
General  Court,  except  that  of  carrying  papers  to  the 
Governor  and  council. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  Eighty  pounds  per 
annum  be  allowed  to  the  person  who  may  be  chosen  Mes- 
senger of  the  General  Court,  for  performing  the  services 
assigned  him  in  this  resolve.  February  28^  1786. 


Chapter  55. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION   OF   DAVID   LITTLE   AND   JAMES  QJf^dV    56 
BRIGGSy  JUN.,  AUTHORIZING  THEM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OP  THE  ^' 

REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  (he petition  o/"  David  Little  and  James  Briggs,ywn., 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  Nathaniel  Waterman,  late 
of  Scituate,  deceased y  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  part  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  said  Nathaniel  Waterman,  for  the 
payment  of  his  just  debts .     Therefore 

Resolved  J  That  David  Little  and  James  Briggs^  jnn.y^ 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  Nathaniel  Waterman ,  late 
of  Scituate^  deceased,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  the  real  estate 
of  the  said  Waterman^  as  lies  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  homestead,  as  will  amount  to  Three  hundred  pounds j 
for  the  payment  of  his  just  debts,  .and  to  make  and  execute 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  ;  they  observ- 
ing all  the  rules  of  law,  respecting  the  sale  of  real  estate 
by  administrators,  and  to  account  with  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  county  of  Plymouth.  March  i,  1786. 
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Chapter  56. 

Char)  50  resolve  authorizing  the  committee  appointed  octobbr 

^'  1783,  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  IN 

THE  COUNTY  OF  LISCOLN,  TO  CONTRACT  FOR  ANY  OF  THE 
PARTICULAR  KINDS  OF  PUBLIC  CONTINENTAL  SECURITIES, 
DRAWING  INTEREST,  FOR  LANDS  THAT  SHALL  BE  SOLD. 

Wliereas  the  Committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  i%th 
of  October,  1783,  on  the  subject  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  are  authorized  in  the  sale 
of  lands  in  the  said  county^  belonging  to  this  Common" 
wealthy  to  receive  the  consolidated  notes  thereof;  and  it 
being  expedierU  that  continental  securities  should  also  be 
received  as  payment  for  lands  the  said  Cotnmiitee  may 
hereaftei*  sell. 

Resolved y  That  the  said  Committee,  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  any  of  the  particular 
kinds  of  public  continental  securities,  drawing  interest,  to 
be  paid  for  the  lands  they  shall  hereafter  sell,  as  they  shall 
conceive  most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  Common- 
wealth .  March  1 , 1 786. 

Chapter  67. 

Chan    fi7  RESOLVE    on   the    petition   of    CORNELIUS  DAVIS,  DIRECT- 
ly «€*//.  Ul  jj^Q  ^jjg  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  NEW  NOTES  TO  HIM. 

On  the  petition  of  Cornelius  Davis,  representing  that 
thei^e  is  due  to  him  from  this  Commonwealth ^  the  sum  of 
Thirty-eight  pounds,  two  shillings  and  three  pence,  which 
sum  hath  been  drawn  on  a  forged  order ^  set  forth  in  the 
said  petition. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  issue  to  the  said  Cornelius  DaviSy  a  note  or 
notes  for  the  said  sum  of  Thirty-eight  pounds^  two  shillings 
and  three  pence,  in  the  same  manner  he  would  have  done 
if  the  said  notes  had  not  been  drawn  by  a  forged  order. 

March  1,1786. 

Chapter  58. 

^i  no  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  WILLIAMS,  ESQ;  AND 

Kjttap.  OO        OTHERS,  FEOFEES  OF  THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  IN  ROXBURT, 

AUTHORIZING    THEM    TO    SELL  A  CERTAIN    PIECE  OF  LAND 

—  PROVIDED,  &o. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Williams,  Esq;  and  others, 
Feofees  of  the  Grammar  School  in  Roxbury,  praying  for 
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liberty  to  sell  apiece  of  land  of  about  twenty  acrea^  lying 
in  said  Roxbury,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
the  said  Feofees,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  in  their  said  capacity,  to  sell  the  said  twenty 
acres  of  land  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  to  make 
and  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  thereof:  provided,  the 
said  Feofees  shall,  previous  to  their  selling  said  land  in 
manner  aforesaid,  give  a  bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
said  town  of  Roxbury^  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Selectmen 
thereof,  —  conditioned,  that  no  part  of  the  principal  sum 
said  land  shall  sell  for,  be  appropriated  to  any  other  pur- 
pose, than  that  of  being  vested  again  in  real  estate ;  and 
that  the  same  shall  be  placed  out  at  interest,  with  good 
security ;  and  the  interest  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
said  Grammar  School,  until  the  principal  shall  be  vested 
in  real  estate  in  manner  aforesaid.  March  i,  1786. 


Chapter  59. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  JOHN  CROSSET,  JUN.,  DIRECT-   (7*^^    KQ 
ING  THE  TREASURER  TO   ISSUE  A  NOTE  OR  NOTES,  OF  THE  -^' 

SAME  TENOR  AND  DATE   WITH  THOSE  DELIVERED  UPON  A 
FORGED  ORDER. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Cro&setjjun.^aprivatein  Thomas 
Nixon's  regimentj  in  the  late  Continental  army^  praying  for 
his  depreciation  notes;  which  were  given  out  by  the  Treas- 
urer^ to  one  Amariah  Crosset,  upon  a  forged  order: 

Resolvedj  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  issue  a  note  or  notes,  in 
favour  of  John  Crosset^  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  with 
the  notes  delivered  to  Amariah  Crosset^  upon  the  forged 
order  abovesaid.  March  2, 1786. 


Chapter  60. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  EIGHT  HUNDRED   AND   FOUR  nhn^n    fiO 
POUNDS,  TO    BE    LEVIED   ON   THE   POLLS   AND   ESTATES   IN   ^"'^P*  "^ 
THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  TO  DEFRAY  THE  CHARGES  OF 
SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  from  the  representa- 
tion and  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
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Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  that  U 
is  necessary  that  the  sum  q/*  Eight  hundred  and  four  pounds 
should  be  raised  in  the  said  county^  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  charges^  necessary  for  the  administration 
of  justice^  and  other  county  charges^  within  the  said 
county:.    Therefore 

Besolvedy  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax  of 
^ight  hundred  and  four  pounds^  to  be  levied  on  the  polls 
and  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  within  the  said  county 
of  Hampshire;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  apportion  the  said  sum  upon  the  several  towns 
within  the  said  county,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  a 
law  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  issue  his  warrants  to 
the  Assessors  of  the  said  towns,  for  the  assessment  of  the 
same.  March  2, 1786. 


Chapter  61. 

Chap.  61  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 

^  OF   WINCBENDON,  EMPOWERING   THE  ASSESSORS   OF   SAID 

TOWN,  TO  ASSESS  ON  THE  INHABITANTS  AND  LANDS  TAKEN 

FROM    THE    TOWN   OF    WINCHBNDON  INTO  THE    TOWN  OF 

GARDNER,  THEIR  JUST  PROPORTION. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  o/*  Winchen- 
don  J  praying  that  the  Assessors  of  the  said  town^  may  be 
empowered  to  assess  on  those  inhabitants  and  lands  which 
were  taken  from  the  town  of  Winchendon  into  the  town  of 
Gardner,  their  just  proportion  of  what  the  town  of  Win- 
chendon was  in  debt  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  Gardner. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Winchendon^  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  assess  on  those  inhabi- 
tants and  lands,  which  were  taken  from  the  town  of  Winchen- 
don into  the  town  of  Gardner^  the  one  half  of  their  equal 
proportion  of  what  the  town  of  Winchendon  was  indebted,  at 
the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  said  town  of  Gardner^ 
for  which  sum  no  grant  was  then  made.  And  the  Collec- 
tors of  the  town  of  Winchendon  for  the  time  being,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  collect  the  same,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  March  2y  1786. 
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Chapter  62. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS  CkuV  62 
FOR   THE    COUNTY    OF    ESSEX.  AND    GRANTING   A   TAX    OF  ^* 

THIRTEES  HUNDRED  SIXTY-SEVEN  POUNDS  AND  THREE 
PENCE,  TO  BE  ASSESSED  ON  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  SAID 
COUNTY,  TO  DEFRAY   THEIR  CHARGES. 

Whereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  county  o/*  Essex,  that  all  the  monies  granted 
and  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  county ,  were  eocpended  fo7'  such  purposes  as  are 
authorized  by  law :   Therefore 

HesolvedjThst  the  said  accounts  be  accepted  and  allowed. 
And  whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  said 
county  of  EsseXy  made  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December ^ 
A.D.  1785,  that  the  sum  of  Thirteen  hundred  sixty-seven 
pounds  and  threepence  will  be  necessary  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  the  said  county,  for  one  year  then  next  ensu- 
ing :  Therefore 

Resolved y  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  a  tax  of 
Thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  and  three  pence^ 
to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county,  and  estates  lying  within  the  same,  and  collected, 
paid  and  applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  March  2, 1786. 

Chapter  63. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETniON  OF  JOHN  MINKLER,  DIRECTING  pif^ry.  fiO 
THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  A  SUM  OF  OLD  CONTINENTAL  ^'^"/'"  "*^ 
MONEY,  FOR  REASONS  SET  FORTH. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Minkler,  of  West  Stockbridge, 
setting  forth  that  he  was  chosen  Constable  of  said  town  in 
the  year  1780,  that  he  collected  Eighteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  in  continental  money ^  for  pub- 
lie  taocesj  before  the  20th  day  of  July ^  A.D.  1781,  and 
before  he  had  the  least  knowledge  of  any  resolve  of  the  Gen- 
eral-Court  to  the  contrary  f  and  that  he  is  now  possessed 
of  the  same:    Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  of  the  abovenamed  John 
Minkler  J  the  above  sum  of  Eighteen  thousand  three  hun^ 
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dred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  one  sixth  of  a  dollar^ 
coDtineotAt  money,  of  the  old  emission,  in  discharge  of  so 
much  of  the  continental  tax  committed  to  him  to  collect, 
for  the  year  1780,  he  paying  the  cost  of  the  execution 
lying  against  him.  March  2j  1786. 

Chapter  64. 

(Jhat)    64  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  MATTBEW  FAIRFIELD,  DIRECT' 
^  '  INO  THE  SHERIFF  OF  ESSEX  COUNTY  TO  DISCHARGE   HIM, 

UPON  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  Matthew  Fairfield,  a  prisoner  in  the 
goal  in  Soieixiy  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  pay  in 
consolidated  notes  of  this  Commonwealth ^  the  fine  of  Fifty 
pounds,  which  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  November 
lasty  he  was  sentenced  to  pay  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Essex^  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  'discharge  said 
Matthew  Fairfield  from  said  goal,  upon  his  paying  said 
fine  in  consolidated  notes  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  like- 
wise paying  costs  of  prosecution  and  prison  charges ;  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  directed  to  receive 
said  fine  of  the  Sheriff  of  said  county  of  EsseXy  in  said 
notes.  March  5,  1786, 


Chapter  65. 

Chan    a^  RESOLVE  repealing  a  resolve  of  JULY  1,  1786,  IN  FAVOUR 
^  OF  ASA  NARRAMORE,  AND   DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO 

PAY    HIM    EIGHTY-EIGHT    POUNDS    FIVE    SHILLINGS   AND 
FOUR  PENCE,  FOR  HIS  WAGES  DURING  HIS  CAPTIVITY. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court 
of  July  1,  1785,  does  not  make  the  same  provision  for  the 
payment  o/"  Asa  Narramore,  a  soldier  in  Captain  White's 
company  J  in  Col.  Brown's  regiment  of  mUitia^  belonging 
to  this  Commonwealth^  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States^  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers^  in  the  year 
1780,  who  was  taken  captive  near  the  Mohawk  river^  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  I9th  of  October,  in  the  year 
aforesaid^  and  retained  in  captivity^  until  the  24tfi  of 
June,  1784,  ew  has  been  uniformly  made  for  soldiers^  in 
similar  circumstances. 
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Resolved^  That  the  aforesaid  resolve,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
repealed  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
empowered  and  directed  to  pay  the  said  Asa  Narramore^ 
Eighty-eight  pounds ^  Jive  shillings  and  four  pence y  in  full 
for  his  wages,  during  the  term  of  his  captivity,  being  three 
years,  eight  months  and  four  days,  in  the  same  manner 
that  soldiers  have  usually  been  paid  for  like  services,  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

March  3, 1786. 

Chapter  66. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSHUA  STONE,  AGENT  ON  THE   CkuP.  66 
ESTATE   OF    THOMAS    W7ER   OF   FALMOUTH,    EMPOWERING  *  * 

HIM  TO  SELL  ONE  LOT  OF  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Joshua  Stom^y  praying  that  certain 
lands  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  may  be  soldy  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition  : 

Resolvedy  That  Joshua  StonCj  agent  on  the  estate  of 
Thomas  Wyer^  late  of  Falmmtthy  in  said  county  of  Gum- 
berland,  an  absentee,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  to 
sell  one  lot  of  land,  lying  in  said  Falmouth^  belonging 
to  said  WycTj  which  was  adjudged  to  escheat  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Fal- 
mouthy  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  Octobery  1782,  for  the  most 
the  same  will  fetch,  and  to  make  a  deed  of  sale  and  con- 
veyance, he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law 
for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators, 
and  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county 
of  Cumberlandy  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  shall  be 
disposed  of  according  to  law.  March  5, 1786. 

Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  PEPPER-  Chan    67 
ELBOROUGH,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  ^* 

TOWN  IN  THE  NEXT  STATE  TAX,  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A 
REPRESENTATIVE  IN  1788,  WFTH  TEN  POUNDS  TEN  SBIL^ 
LINOS. 

On  thej^etition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Pepperel- 
borough,  in  behalf  of  said  town: 

Resolved  y  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  said  town  in  the  next 
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State  Tax,  Ten  pounds^  ten  shillings^  it  being  one  half  of 
the  fine  laid  on  said  town,  for  not  sending  a  Representative 
in  the  year  1783.  March  5,  1786. 

Chapter  68. 

ChaV    68  RESOLVE   GRANTING  THE    PAT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON   VAL- 
^'  UATION. 

JReaolvedj  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  several  persons  before  men- 
tioned, the  sums  set  against  their  respective  names,  for  their 
service  as  members  of  the  Committee  of  Valuation,  from  the 
18th  of  January  last,  to  the  day  of  the  present  meeting  of 
the  General  Court,  being  at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and 
sixpence,  per  day,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  One  hundred 
and  one  pounds^  five  shillings.  March  5,  1786. 

Chapter  69. 

ChaV    69  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JAMES  WITHBRELL,  DIRECTING 
^'      *  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  HIM,  &o. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Witherell  of  Lebanon,  Col- 
lector of  taxes  for  1779  and  1780,  setting  forth^  that  agreeable 
to  an  act,  passed  March  23,  1784,  he  did  exhibit  receipts 
under  the  hand  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  to  the 
amount  of  Eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
pounds,  ten  shillings  ;  and  also  a  further  sum  o/*Nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  pounds,  five  shillings  ;  all  which  surns 
are  credited  in  the  Treasurer's  books,  except  Eight  hundred 
and  nineteen  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  —  and  that  by  mis- 
fortune he  has  lost  his  pocket-book  and  all  his  receipts,  on 
his  journey  to  Boston,  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  be,  and 
is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  James  Witherell,  the 
abovesaid  sum  oi  Eight  hundred  nineteen  pounds  and  deven 
shillings,  old  Continental  currency,  in  part  of  his  assess- 
ment in  arrear,  and  charge  the  amount  against  the  estate 
of  the  late  Treasurer  deceased.  March  5, 1786. 

Chapter  70. 

Chan    70  RESOLVE  on  the    petition    of   JAMES   WITHERELL,  JOSHUA 

^'      ^        PRAY  AND  NATHAN  LORD,  COLLECTORS  OF  LEBANON,  AVD 

JOHN  WOODMAN,  AND  OTHERS,  INHABITANTS  OF  SHAPLBIOH. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Witherell,  Joshua  Pray  and 
Nathan  Lord,  Collectors  of  Lebanon,  and  John  Woodman 
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and  others y  inhabitants  of  Shapleigh,  praying  that  Hhe 
several  sums  of  money  y  that  have  been  assessed  on  a  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Shapleigh,  and  committed  to 
James  Witherell,  Joshua  Pray  and  Nathan  Lord,  by  the 
Assessors  of  Lebanon,  may  be  abated  to  the  said  town  of 
Lebanon,  and  laid  on  the  town  of  Shapleigh,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  their  petitions  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitions  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  sum  of  SioUy  pounds ^  five  shillings ^  that 
remains  due  from  James  Witherell;  of  Two  hundred  and 
seventy-one  pounds ^  seven  shillings  and  four  pence ^  that 
remains  due  from  Joshua  Pray;  and  the  sum  oi  Fifty-two 
pounds  J  that  remains  due  from  Nathan  Lord;  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  abated,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  directed  to  credit  said  Collectors  accordingly. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  the  Assessors 
of  the  town  of  Shapleigh,  directing  them  to  assess  the 
sum  of  Three  hundred  eighty-three  pounds,  twelve  shillings 
and  four  pence,  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of 
Shapleigh,  and  make  a  return  thereof,  as  soon  as  may  be. 
And  it  is  further  Resolved,  In  case  the  said  Collectors, 
or  either  of  them,  has  received  any  part  of  the  said  taxes 
assessed  as  aforesaid,  of  said  inhabitants,  since  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  October,  1784,  that  said  Collectors  respectively 
are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  remit  the  same  to  such 
inhabitants  respectively,  as  soon  as  may  be,  any  law  or  re- 
solve to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.         March  3, 1 786, 

Chapter  71. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION    OF  HEZBKIAH   ROOT,  JUN.,   COL-   HhaTi    71 
LECTOR  OF  TAXES    IN    THE  TOWN  OF  BELCHERTOWN,    DI-  "' 

RECTINQ  THE  TREASURER  TO  TAKE  BONDS  OF  THE  SELECT- 
MEN OF  SAID  TOWN  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF  THE  MONEY 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Hezekiah  Root,  jun,.  Collector  of 
taxes  from  the  town  of  Belchertown,  for  the  year  1782, 
who  is  now  confined  in  the  goal  in  Northampton,  praying 
that  on  certain  conditions  he  may  be  discharged  from  his 
confinement. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  take  bonds  of  the  Selectmen 
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of  the  said  town  of  Bdcherlovmy  for  the  payment  of  the 
money  now  due  from  said  Collector,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March,  1787,  on  the  said  Collector  paying  all 
costs  which  have  arisen  by  reason  of  the  said  commitment ; 
and  on  the  said  Selectmen  and  the  said  Collector  respec- 
tively complying  with  the  terms  of  this  resolye,  the 
SheriiT  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  is  hereby  directed  to 
liberate  the  said  Root  from  his  confinement  in  the  said 
goal.  March  3, 1786. 

Chapter  72. 

Chap.  72  RESOLVE  on  the  qovernok's  mbssaoe  of  the  3d  of  fsb- 

^  RUART,  1786,  DIRECTING  EVERY  OFFICER  IN   THE  REVENUE 

DEPARTMENT,  TO  OIVB  BONDS  TO  THE  TREASURER,  THAT 
HE  WILL  NOT  RESIGN  HIS  SAID  OFFICE,  IN  ADDITION  TO 
THE  BONDS  REQUIRED  BT  LAW. 

Whereas  abrupt  and  sudden  resignations  of  officers,  in 
the  revenue  department,  may  operate  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  public  revenue;  for  preventing  the  same,  he  it 

Resolved,  That  each  and  every  officer,  who  may  be 
chosen  into  office,  in  the  revenue  department,  and  shall 
accept  of  the  said  office,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  bonds 
already  required  by  law,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  give  bonds  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  conditioned,  that  he  will  not  resign  his 
said  office,  during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen, 
unless  three  months  notice  be  previously  given  in  writing 
to  the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  of  his  intention  to 
resign  the  said  office,  and  shall  be  held  answerable  for  all 
damages  that  may  arise  to  Government,  in  consequence  of 
his  resigning,  without  giving  notice  as  aforesaid.  And 
the  Treasurer  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  require 
each  officer,  who  shall  be  re-elected  into  office,  in  the  rev- 
enue department,  to  renew  his  bonds,  as  required  by  law, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 
'^t  March  3,  1786. 

Chapter  73. 

Chav  73  RRSOLVE  on  the  petition  of  william  ford,  empowering 
'  •  the  judge  of  probate  to  appoint  commissioners  on 

THE  estate  of  ABEL  WILLARD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
WORCESTER. 

On  the  petition  q/*  William  Ford,  praying  that  the  Judge 
of  Probate,  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  may  be  empowered 
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to  appoint  other  Commissioners  to  examine  his  daim 
against  the  estate  of  the  late  Abel  Willard,  of  Lan- 
caster, Bsq.^  a  refugee,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  his 
petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of 
Worcester,  be,  and  he  hereby. is,  empowered  and  directed 
forthwith  to  appoint  Commissioners  on  the  estate  of  the 
said  Abel  WUlard,  or  direct  such  as  may  be  already 
appointed  by  him  on  the  said  estate,  to  examine  the  claim, 
and  allow  the  demand  of  the  said  William  Ford,  against 
the  said  estate,  he  duly  supporting  the  same.  And  the 
said  William  Ford  is  hereby  entitled  to  receive  the  amount 
of  his  said  debt,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  creditors 
of  the  said  Abel  Willard,  Provided  nevertheless,  that  if 
it  shall  appear  to  the  said  Judge  of  Probate,  that  the 
said  William  Ford  has  already  received,  or  is  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  estate  of  Abijah  Willard,  any  part  of  his 
said  demand,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  said  William 
Ford  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  estate  of  the  said 
Abel  Willard,  no  more  than  the  remainder  of  his  said 
demand,  after  deducting  what  has  been  allowed  him,  out 
of  the  estate  of  the  said  Abijah.  March  4,  1786. 


Chapter  74. 

RESOLVE  ON    THE   PETITION   OF   THE   TRUSTEES   OF   DVMMER   QhaV    74 
ACADEMY,  EXEMPTING   THE   ESTATE  HELD   BY  SAID   TRUS-  ^* 

TEES,  AND  THE  POLLS  AND  THE  ESTATES  OF  THE  INSTRUC- 
TORS, FROM  TAXATION. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Dummer  Academy, 
praying  that  no  taxes  may  hereafter  be  assessed  on  their 
corporate  estate,  nor  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  instruc- 
tors of  that  Academy. 

Resolved,  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition 
the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that  the  estate  held  by 
the  Trustees  of  Dummer  Academy,  in  their  said  corpo- 
rate capacity,  and  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  instructors 
thereof,  under  their  own  actual  improvement,  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  exempted  from  taxation,  until  the  further  order 
of  the  General  Court.  Provided,  That  the  foregoing 
exemption  shall  not  extend  to  any  estate  which  shall  pro- 
duce an  annual  income  beyond  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
pounds.  March  4,  1786. 
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Chapter  75. 

Chav*  75  ABSOLVE  ON  the  memorial  of  the  justices  of  the  court 

^'  OF  general  sessions  of  THE  PEACE.  WITHIN  WORCESTER 

COUNTY,  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  FIVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  TO 
BE  ASSESSED  UPON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS,  FOR  THE  BUILD- 
ING OF  A  COMMON  GOAL. 

On  the  memorial  and  petition  of  t?ie  Justices  of  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  within  and  for  the  county 
of  Worcester,  setting  forth  the  insufficiency  of  the  common 
prison  in  the  said  county,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
authorized  to  assess  upon  the  several  towns  within  the  said 
county,  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  pounds, /or  the  purpose 
of  building  a  goal  in  said  county : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Justices  of  the  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  aforesaid,  be  and 
they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  to  assess  upon 
the  several  towns  within  the  said  county,  the  sum  of  Five 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  common 
goal  in  the  said  county ;  such  assessment  to  be  made  agree- 
ably-to  the  law  in  such  cases.  March  6y  1786, 

Chapter  76. 

ChaV    76  MESSAGE    FROM    HIS   EXCELLENCY   THE   GOVERNOR,   BY  THE 
^  '  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 
I  received  by  the  last  post,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  22d 
of  February,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  said  States,  under  the  general  head  of  contingencies, 
from  the  first  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1785, 
by  which  it  appears,  that  the  amount  of  payment  of 


Old  debts,  is 

DoUara. 

69,386 

MUm. 

59 

Pensions  and  annuities, 

3,106 

44 

Grants, 

19,177 

51 

Contingencies, 

2,624 

1 

The  total  amount  being  94,294       65  :  —  as 

you  will  observe  by  a  copy  of  the  said  statement,  authen- 
ticated by  the  Register,  and  which  is  sent  for  your  infor- 
mation. 
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I  have  also  a  letter  from  one  of  our  Delegates,  the 
honourable  Mr.  King,  covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  directed 
to  the  Delegates  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  UTew 
York^  dated  at  Philadelphia^  the  30th  of  Januaryj  from 
the  three  gentlemen  appointed  by  Congress  to  ascertain, 
between  those  States,  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  Ifiew 
York. 

They  write,  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States 
must  furnish  them  with  some  observations  of  the  variation 
of  the  magnetic  needle,  made  at  the  time  and  place  men- 
tioned in  their  acts  relative  to  that  line,  before  they,  the 
said  Commissioners,  can  be  of  any  service,  as  those  acts 
stand  :  and  that  in  case  there  are  no  such  observations,  in 
possession  of  either  of  the  States,  which  are  allowed  of  by 
both,  they  are  of  opinion  the  matter  must  be  referred  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  said  States,  to  make  such  an  agi'ee- 
ment  as  can  be  executed. 

They  wish  to  know  as  soon  as  may  be,  whether  there  be 
any  such  observations,  or  what  course  the  two  States 
intend  to  pursue,  to  supply  the  want  of  them,  that  they 
may  order  their  affairs  accordingly. 

This  business.  Gentlemen,  concerning  which  I  sent  you 
a  message  the  11th  of  February  ^  requires  a  speedy  deter- 
mination. If  on  enquiry  the  requisite  observations  can,  or 
cannot  be  found  ;  I  would  suggest  to  your  consideration, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  that  the  same  Commis- 
sioners, who  on  our  part  were  lately  employed  to  run  the 
said  dividing  line,  should  be  fully  empowered  (if  not 
already  so)  to  agree,  in  the  best  manner  they  can,  with 
the  agents  of  JVew  York,  how  it  should  be  run ;  in  the 
doing  of  which,  the  Commissioners  of  Congress  might  be 
assisting ;  and  after  the  agreement,  could  immediately 
proceed  to  run  the  line. 

By  the  former  message,  and  the  letter  which  accom- 
panied it,  you  will  observe  those  Commissioners  expected, 
that  suitable  provision  should  be  made  for  their  accommo- 
dation, during  the  time  they  may  be  employed  in  this 
business :  for  the  speedy  finishing  of  which,  and  for  pre- 
venting an  unnecessary  addition  to  the  large  sum  already 
expended  upon  it,  you  will  please.  Gentlemen,  to  take  the 
most  effectual  measures. 

James  Bowdoin. 

Council  Chamber,  March  6,  1786. 
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Chapter  77. 

ChaV.  77  RESOLVE    on    the    petition    of    RALPH    cross,    ESQ;    AND 

^'  others,  authorizing  the  governor  to  commission 

stephen  swbast  and  others,  as  second  lieutenants 
in  the  several  companies  in  said  cross's  regiment. 

On  the  petition  of  ReAph  Cross,  Esq;  and  others  ^sMing 
forth  that  Stephen  Sweasy,  Samuel  Eaton,  Wilaby  Hoyt 
and  Isaac  Whittier,  were  some  time  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1785,  severally  elected  second  Lieutenants  in  cet^tain 
companies  belonging  to  the  regiment  of  militia  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  commanded  by  the  said  Ralph  Cross,  but  by 
reason  of  the  returns  of  their  elections  not  having  been 
made  previously  to  the  time  when  the  law  now  in  force  for 
regulating  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth  was  enacted^ 
the  Governor  cannot,  consistently  with  the  said  law,  com- 
missionate  them  agreeably  to  their  elections :   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  commissionate  Stephen  Sweasy,  Samuel 
Eaton,  Wilaby  Hoyt  and  Isaac  Wldttier,  as  second  Lieu- 
tenants in  the  several  companies  belonging  to  the  regiment 
of  militia  in  the  county  of  Essex,  commanded  by  Ralph 
Cross,  Esq ;  and  to  which  they  have  been  severally 
elected;  the  returns  of  their  elections  as  aforesaid  not 
having  been  made  to  the  Governor  previously  to  the 
time  when  the  present  Militia  Law  passed,  notwithstanding. 

March  6,  1786. 

Chapter  78. 

ChaV    78  RBSOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOSEPH  EENSEAW,  AUTHOR- 

^'  IZING    THE    JUSTICES    OF   THE    COURT    OF   COMMON    PLEAS. 

AT    WORCESTER,  TO  EXAMINE    THE    PREMISES.  HEAR   THE 

PARTIES,  &o.   AND  TO  RECOMMIT  THE  AWARD  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Henshaw,  representing,  that 
at  the  Court  of  Common  Plea^,  holden  at  Worcester, 
within  and  for  the  courUy  of  Worcester,  in  June  last,  he 
had  two  actions  pending  in  the  said  Court,  in  which  he 
was  plaintiff,  in  one  of  which,  Benjamin  Eddy,  and  in  the 
other  Daniel  Holden  were  the  defendants;  that  said  actions 
ivere  referred,  and  referees  were  appointed,  toho  made 
report  to  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  last  September 
term,  and  that  their  awards  were  accepted,  and  judginent 
rendered  in  favour  of  the  petitioner,  as  a  certificate  under 
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the  hands  ofaU  the  referees  is  exhibited j  shewing  that  the 
design  and  true  intent  of  the  said  referees  was  not  under^ 
stood  by  the  Courts  which  has  occasioned  a  failure  of 
justice: 

Besolvedj  That  the  Justices  of  the  aforesaid  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  at  their  next  sessions,  to  be  holden  at 
Worcester^  within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  March  next,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  examine  into  the  premises, 
hear  the  parties,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  be  for  the  further- 
ance of  justice,  to  recommit  the  aforesaid  awards  to  the 
aforesaid  referees,  under  the  former  rule,  or  to  rectify  any 
mistakes  that  shall  appear  to  have  taken  place,  in  the  same 
manner  they  might  have  done  before  record  had  been 
made,  and  to  render  judgment  for  what  shall  appear  to  be 
due,  and  issue  execution  accordingly.  Provided,  the 
petitioner  serve  the  aforesaid  defendants  severally  with  an 
attested  copy  of  this  resolve,  fourteen  days  at  least  before 
the  said  last  Tuesday  of  March  next.        March  6, 1786. 

Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  NATHAN  THATBR,  LIBERATING    QhaV    79 
HIM    FROM     HIS    CONFINEMENT    ON  A  JUDGMENT.  ON    SAID  ^  ' 

THAYER'S  MAKING  AND  SIGNING  HIS  PROMISSORY  NOTE  TO 
THE  TREASURER. 

On  the  petition  of  Nathan  Thayer,  7iow  a  prisoner  in 
the  common  goal  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  a  judgment 
in  favour  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  ivkole  sum  of  the  debt 
amounting  to  Fifty-five  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  two 
pence,  declaring  that  he  hath  not  now  any  property  to  sat- 
isfy the  same,  and  praying  to  be  released  from  his  confine- 
ment, &c. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  said  Thayer^s  making  and  signing 
his  promissory  note  to  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq ;  Treasurer, 
and  his  successor  in  office,  for  the  sum  oi  Fifty-five  pounds, 
twelve  shillings  and  two  pence,  payable  on  demand,  with 
interest  until  paid,  and  delivering  the  same  to  the  keeper 
of  the  said  goal,  and  paying  the  costs  of  suit  and  prison 
charges,  he  be  liberated  from  his  imprisonment  on  the 
aforesaid  judgment ;  and  the  keeper  of  the  goal  is  hereby 
directed  to  deliver  the  said  note  to  the  Treasurer,  and  file 
an  attested  copy  of  this  resolve  in  the  Clerk's  office,  with 
the  execution  by  virtue  of  which  the  said  Thayer  was 
committed.  March  6, 1 786. 
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Chapter  80. 

Chav,  80  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 

-^  OF  WILLIAMSBURGH,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT 

SAID  TOWN.  AND  TO  DISCOUNT  THE  SAME  OUT  OF  THE  NEXT 
STATE  TAX. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Williams- 
burgh,  in  behalf  of  said  town^  praying  for  an  abatement 
of  taxes  ^  for  reasojis  set  forth  in  said  petition  y  it  appearing 
that  said  tovm  stands  charged  in  the  valuation  of  1782, 
for  thirty  polls  more  than  they  had  tohen  said  valiuition 
was  taken  and  settled. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  said  town  of 
Williamsburg h  J  for  the  sura  of  Ninety-five  pounds ,  twelve 
shillings  and  six  pence,  and  discount  the  same  out  of  the 
next  State  Tax,  to  be  assessed  on  said  town. 

March  6, 1786. 


Chapter  81. 

Chap.  81  MESSAGE    FROM    HIS    EXCELLENCY   THE    GOVERNOR,    BY    THE 
^  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Hou^  of 
Represen  tatives , 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Governor  Henry ^  of  Virginia, 
of  the  30th  of  January:  enclosing  several  resolutions  of 
the  assembly  of  that  State,  dated  the  13th  of  the  same 
month. 

In  one  of  those  resolutions,  the  Legislatures  of  all  the 
States  in  the  Union  are  requested  to  nominate  Commis- 
sioners for  the  purpose  expressed  in  a  preceding  resolution, 
which  respects  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  particularly  in  regard  to  duties  on  imports 
and  exports. 

This  resolution  seems  to  have  given  rise  to  another  in 
the  House  of  Delegates,  of  the  2l8t  oi  January,  by  which 
it  appears,  that  eight  Gentlemen  therein  named,  or  anj 
three  of  them,  are  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  such 
Commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  States 
in  the  Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the 
United  States,  to  examine  the  relative  situation  and  trad 
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of  the  said  States,  to  consider  how  far  an  uniform  system 
in  their  commercial  regulations  may  be  necessary  to  their 
common  interest,  and  their  permanent  harmony :  and  to 
report  to  the  several  States  such  an  act  relative  to  this 
great  object,  as,  when  unanimously  ratified  by  them,  will 
enable  Congress  eiBfectually  to  provide  for  the  same :  and 
that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  immediately  transmit  to 
the  several  States,  copies  of  this  resolution,  with  a  circular 
letter  requesting  their  concurrence  therein,  and  proposing 
a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  aforesaid. 

Though  the  circular  letter  has  not  yet  been  received, 
there  is  by  another  way,  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the 
last  mentioned  resolution  has  been  passed  by  the  House  of 
Delegates  of  Virginia. 

It  is  a  very  happy  circumstance,  that  the  Delegates  of 
Virginia  have  adopted  this  mode  of  communication 
between  the  several  States;  which,  having  for  its  object 
their  relative  situation  and  trade,  whereby  it  may  be 
determined  how  far  an  uniform  commercial  system  may  be 
necessary  to  their  common  interest,  will  probably  be  pro- 
ductive of  some  agreement,  that  may  be  greatly  beneficial 
to  the  whole :  particularly  by  efifecting  the  establishment 
of  such  regulations  of  commerce,  as  may  serve  to  counter- 
work the  regulations  of  any  foreign  power,  calculated  to 
prejudice  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

As  so  fair  an  opportunity  offers  for  effecting  the  impor- 
tant purpose,  intended  to  be  effected  by  our  late  acts,  for 
regulating  navigation  and  commerce,  there  can  be  no  room, 
Gentlemen,  to  doubt  of  your  readiness  to  concur  with  the 
proposal  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia :  by  appointing 
Commissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
tions aforesaid. 

If  the  Gentlemen  appointed  agents  in  behalf  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  conduct  and  prosecute  our  claims  to 
lands,  controverted  by  ^ew  Yorky  and  lying  to  the  west- 
ward of  that  State,  should  be  called  to  attend  upon  the 
Couit  specially  instituted  for  settling  those  claims,  and  at 
a  time  convenient  for  meeting  the  Virginia  Commissioners, 
it  might  in  several  views  be  beneficial  to  the  Common- 
wealth to  appoint  them  Commissioners  for  that  purpose. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  March  7,  1786. 


878  1785. — February  Session. 


Chapter  82. 

Chap.  82  RB80LVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   OLIVER  HOLMAS,  DIBBCTING 

^  *  THE    SHERIFF  OF    WORCESTER   COUNTY  TO  UBBRATE   HIM 

FROM  OOAL,  ON  BONDS  BEING  GIVEN  FOB  THB  SUM  OF  OXE 

HUSDRBD    SEVESTT'SISE    POUNDS    AXD    SEVEX    PENCE 

HALF  rENST. 

On  the  petition  of  Oliver  Holman,  Collector  of  taxes,  a 
prisoner  in  the  goal  at  Worcester,  representing  his  inability 
to  pay  the  sum  for  which  he  is  committed^  and  praying 
relief  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  bonds  from  the  Select- 
men of  the  town  of  Athol,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, conditioned  for  the  payment  of  One  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  pounds  and  seven  pence  halfpenny,  in  such 
proportions  of  certificates,  new  emission  money  and  specie, 
as  are  required  in  the  several  taxes,  in  the  collection  and 
payment  of  which,  the  said  Hdman  has  been  delinquent, 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  this  resolve ;  and  on  the 
receipt  thereof,  and  of  the  costs,  to  liberate  the  said  Oliver 
Ilolman  from  his  confinement.  March  7, 1786. 

Chapter  83. 

Chan  8S  ^^esolve  on  the  petition  of  thomas  brattle,  bsq;  au- 

^  y  •  ou  XHOllIZING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE,  OF  MIDDLESEX,  TO 
appoint  commissioners  to  examine  THE  CLAIMS  AGAINST 
DAVID  PHIPPSrS  ESTATE. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Brattle,  Esq;  praying  his 
claim  against  the  estate  of  David  Phipps,  Esq;  may  be 
examined  and  allowed: 

liesolved.  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  (at  the  expence 
of  the  petitioner)  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine 
the  claims  of  Thomas  Bratde,  Esq  ;  to  the  estate  of  David 
Phipps^  Esq ;  late  of  Cambridge,  an  absentee,  and  to 
cei-tify  the  same  to  the  Governor,  if  any  balance  shall  be 
found  due  to  said  Brattle.  March  7, 1786. 

Chapter  84. 
Char)  84  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town 

^  /'•  ^*  OP  FRAMINQHAM,  EMPOWERING  JAMES  UELLENTO  COLLBCT 
TAXES  IN  THE  BOOM  OF  THOMAS  BENT 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Framing- 
ham,  ^raym^  thai  James  Mellen  mjay  be  authorized  and 
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empowered  to  collect  taxes  in  the  room  of  Thome^  Bent, /or 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition: 

Resolveay  That  the  said  James  Mellen,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  empowered  to  demand  of  all  persons  from  whom  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  may  be  due  on  any  taxes  com- 
mitted to  him  by  the  Assessors  of  said  town  of  Fram- 
ingham  to  collect,  whatever  may  be  due  from  them 
respectively :  and  the  said  James  Mellen  being  chosen  to 
said  office  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  shall 
on  his  taking  the  oath  of  said  office,  be  vested  with  all  the 
powers,  and  subject  to  all  the  penalties,  as  other  Collectors 
are  by  law  within  this  Commonwealth ;  and  his  election 
shall  be  deemed  equally  valid  as  it  would  have  been,  had 
he  been  chosen  in  the  month  of  March. 

March  7,  1786, 

Chapter  85. 

RBSOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN   ChaV    85 
OF  HANCOCK,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  ^' 

TOWN  FOR  A  CERTAIN  FINE  LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  q/^  Hancock, 
praying  that  said  tovm  may  be  released  from  a  fine  of  Two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  five  shillings,  laid  on 
that  town,  for  not  raising  three  men  to  reinforce  the  Con^ 
tinental  army,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  General 
Court,  in  the  year  1782,  on  account  of  their  peculiar 
situation^  and  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he 
is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Hancock, 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-two pounds,  five  shillings,  it  being 
the  fine  laid  on  said  town  as  aforesaid. 

March  7, 1786. 

Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING   THE    TREASURER  TO   DISCHARGE  JOHN   Chai)    86 
SHERMAN,  ONE    OF   THE   COLLECTORS  OF  TAXES   FOR  THE  ^  * 

TOWN    OF    ROCHESTER,    FOR    1769,    FROM    THE    SUM    MEN- 
TIONED. 

Wfiereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  John  Sherman, 
one  of  the  Collectors  of  taxes  for  the  tovm  of  Rochester, 
for  the  year  1769,  stands  charged  in  the  treasury  of  this 
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Commonwealth^  with  a  balance  of  the  sum  of  Your  poands, 
thirteen  shillings  and  one  penny,  which  in  consequence  of 
a  special  order  of  the  General  Courts  passed  in  the  year 
1760,  the  said  John  ha^  not  power  to  collect: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  discharge  the  said  John  Sherman  from  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  F^our  pounds^  thirteen  shillings  and  one 
penny ^  it  being  the  balance  due  from  said  Sherman. 

March  7,  1786. 

Chapter  87. 
Char)  87  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  josiah  reed,  in  behalf 

^'  of  the   town   of    DOUGLAS,  DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER 

TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  THE  AVERAGE   PRICE  OF  A  MAN. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Josiah  Reed,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Douglas,  setting  forth  that  said  town  was  fined  for  tfie 
deficiency  of  one  man,  to  serve  as  a  soldier  for  three  years^ 
agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  December  the  second,  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  praying  that  said  fine  may  be 
abated.  —  WJiereas  it  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary,  that  the  toion  of  Douglas,  did  procure  all  the 
men  required  of  them  by  the  resolve  aforesaid : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of 
Douglas,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds^ 
two  shillings  and  six  pence,  upon  the  tax  of  March,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-three,  which  is  the  fine  and 
average  price  of  one  man,  required  by  a  resolve  of  the 
second  of  December,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty. 

March  7, 1786. 

Chapter  88. 

Char)  88  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the 

^'  TOWN     OF     SANFORD,     GRANTING      OyS     HUNDRED     AND 

TWENTY  POUNDS,  IN  CASE  SAID  TOWN  HAS  PAID  IN  SAID 
TAX  MENTIONED.  OR  IF  NOT  PAID.  THE  TREASURER  IS 
DIRECTED  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Sanford, 
representing  that  in  compliance  with  a  resolve  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  30/ A  of  June,  1781,  said  town  pro- 
cured six  men  to  serve  three  months,  and  paid  their 
bounties  and  mileage,  which  six  men  actually  marcJied 
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and  8e)*ved  the  aforesaid  term  of  three  months  ^  notwith- 
standing the  said  tovm  was  assessed  for  the  fines  and  avei'age 
price,  One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  }%r  the  deficiency 
of  said  six  men,  in  the  tax  granted  in  the  year  1783  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Cald>  Emjery,  one  of  ! 

the  petitioners,  for  the  use  of  said  town  of  8anfordy  One  ' 

hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  if  said  town  has  paid  in  said  | 

tax  to  the  said  treasury ;    but  if  the  same  has  not  been  | 

paid,   the    Treasurer  of  this   Commonwealth   is   hereby  , 

directed  to  credit  said  town  for  the  aforesaid  sum,  of  One 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  in  full  compensation  therefor. 

March  7,  1786. 

Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF  JOSATHAN  PHILBRICK^  JOHS  CkaV    89 
SANBORN    AND    OTHERS.    HOLDING   THE    INHABITANTS    OF  -^* 

THE  PLANTATION,  LATELY  KNOWN  BY  THE  NAME  OF 
PEARSONTOWN,  NOW  INCORPORATED  BY  THE  NAME 
OF  STANDISH,  TO  PAY  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  IN  DISCHARGE 
OP  SEVERAL  TAXES  LAID  UPON  SAID  PLANTATION;  THE 
PETITIONERS  TO  TAKE  THE  OATH  REQUIRED  TO  QUALIFY 
THEM  AS  ASSESSORS  AND  COLLECTORS.  AND  DIRECTING 
THEM  TO   ASSESS  THE  SAID  SUM  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Jonathan  Philbrick  and  others,  shew- 
ing that  they  were  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  comity  (j/^  Cumberland,  appointed  Assessors 
and  Collectors  of  taxes  for  the  plantation  called  Pearson- 
town  ;  and  were  severally  notified  by  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  same  county,  to  appear  before  him,  to 
take  the  oath  to  qualify  them  for  the  aforesaid  offices  of 
Ass€sso7's  and  Collectors;  that  they,  the  petitioners,  are 
much  embarrassed,  finding  that  if  they  should  take  the 
oaths  aforesaid,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  assess  and  collect 
all  the  taxes  that  have  been  ordered  to  be  assessed  on  the 
aforesaid  plantation,  ever  since  their  first  settlement  {being 
more  than  twenty  years)  which  the  petitioners  apprehend 
will  be  impracticable  for  them  to  execute  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  equity,  and  that  the  whole  amount  will  be  much 
beyond  the  ability  of  the  inhabitants  to  pay,  and  praying 
the  consideration  of  this  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  plantation, 
lately  known  by  the  name  of  Pearsontown,  now  incorpo- 
rated into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Utandish,  be  held  to 
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pay  the  sura  of  Five  hundred  pounds  only,  in  discharge  of 
the  whole  of  the  several  taxes  laid  upon  the  said  plantation 
previous  to  their  incorporation  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  aforesaid 
petitioners,  after  severally  taking  the  oath  required  by 
law  to  qualify  thera  for  their  respective  offices  of  Assessors 
or  Collectors,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  excuvsed  from  paying 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  penalty,  which  by  law  they 
were  subjected  to,  by  neglecting  to  take  the  oaths  of  their 
respective  offices,  when  required  thereto ;  provided  they 
shall  take  such  oath  respectively,  on  or  before  the  15th 
day  of  April  next,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  be  it  further  Hesolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Assess- 
ors, be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  assess  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  Five  hundred  pounds,  on  the  polls  and  estates  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Standish,  agreeably  to 
the  rules  and  directions  in  the  last  Tax  Act  made  and  pro- 
vided ;  and  the  same  assessment  commit  to  a  Collector  or 
Collectors  for  the  town  aforesaid,  and  certify  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  their  doings,  and  the 
sura  or  sums  so  assessed  and  committed  to  a  Collector  or 
Collectors,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  May  next. 

March  8,  1786. 

Chapter  90. 

ChaV»  90  RESOLVE   on   the   petition  of  RICHARD  SQUIRE  AND  JOHX 

^*  MATTHEWS,    AUTHORIZING    THE    JUSTICES    OF    THE    COURT 

APPOINTED    FOR    THE    TRIAL    OF    PIRACIES   AND    FELONIES 

ON     THE     HIGH    SEAS,    TO    SENTENCE    SAID    CONVICTS    TO 

HARD   LABOUR,   AND  NOT  TO  PASS  SENTENCE  OF  DEATH. 

On  the  jyetition  of  Richard  Squire  and  John  Matthews, 
setting  forth  that  they  have  been  convicted  before  the  Court 
appointed  for  the  trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies  on  the  High 
SeaSy  in  the  county  of  Essex,  of  felony  and  robbery  on  the 
high  seas,  for  which  crimes  sentence  has  not  been  passed 
against  them;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  sentenced  to 
hard  labour  for  any  term  of  time  which  to  the  Justices  of 
the  said  Court  may  seem  reasonable: 

Hesolved^  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  l?iracies  and  Felonies  on  the  High  Seas,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to  sentence 
the  said  Squire  and  Matthews  for  the  oflence  aforesaid. 
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for  which  they  are  convicted  as  aforesaid,  to  hard  labour, 
for  any  term  of  time  which  to  the  said  Justices  may  seem 
reasonable ;  and  not  to  pass  sentence  of  death  against 
them.  Provided,  the  said  Squire  and  Matthews  shall 
waive  all  exceptions  to  the  said  verdict,  and  all  other 
exceptions  to  the  proceedings  already  had  against  them, 
and  comply  with  such  further  requisitions  as  the  said 
Court  may  think  necessary,  to  render  the  judgment  and 
proceedings  in  said  cause  regular  and  legal. 

MarcJi  8, 1786. 


Chapter  91. 

RESOLVE  MAKING  CERTAIN  ALTERATIONS  IN  THE  VALUATION 
IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  SUNDRY  ACTS,  8E1T1NG  OFF  PERSONS 
FROM  ONE  TOWN  AND  ANNEXING  THEM  TO  OTHERS,  AND 
DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  CAUSE  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTY  BOOKS  CONTAINING  THE  ESTIMATES,  WITH  THE 
REPORT  OP  THE  VALUATION  COMMITTEE,  TO  BE  BOUND 
IN  ONE  VOLUME.  AND  TO  CAUSE  THE  NEW  DRAFT, 
WITH  THE  ALTERATION,  TO  BE  PRINTED  WITH  THE 
RESOLVES  OF  COURT. 

Whereas  the  alterations  hereafter  named  are  found 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  valuation,  in  consequence  of 
sundry  acts^  setting  off  one  or  more  persons  from  one  toton, 
and  annexing  them  to  other  towns : 

£.    a.    d. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  deducted  fi'ora  the  town  of 
Ipswich^  and  added  to  the  town  of  Rowley ^  .        .    0     1     6  J 

Deducted  from  the  town  of  ('onway  and  added  to  Ooshen,    0    0    8 
Deducted  from  the  town  of  Westyninster,    .     £  0    7     9  J 
Deducted  from  the  town  of  Templeton^       .         0    0    1  J 
Deducted  from  the  town  of  Winchendont    .         0    4    8  | 
Deducted  from  the  town  of  Ashburnham^  .         0    2    4^ 

Placed  to  the  town  of  Gardner 0  14  11  } 

Deducted  from  the  town  of  Framingham^  and  added  to 

Souihboroughy 013 

Deducted  from  the  town  of  Shrewsbury^  and  placed  to 

the  town  of  Boylston, 2  13    9  } 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  the  several  county  books 
which  contain  the  estimates  of  the  property  returned  from 
the  several  towns,  districts  and  plantations  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Valuation, 
and  the  new  draft,  which  (together  with  this  order) 
determines  the  sum  each  town,  district  and   plantation 


Chap.  91 
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shall  pay  to  a  thousand  pounds^  to  be  bound  in  one 
volume,  and  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  ofSce.  And  the 
Secretary  is  further  directed  to  cause  the  said  new  draft, 
with  the  alteration  aforesaid,  to  be  printed  with  the 
resolves  of  the  General  Court.  March,  10 ^  1786. 


Chapter  92. 

Chap.  92  MESSAGE  FROM    HIS   EXCELLENCY    THE   GOVERNOR.  BY    THE 

SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives , 

By  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  accompanied 
with  a  state  of  the  representation  in  Congress  for  the 
month  of  February  ^  it  appears  there  have  been  but  eight 
States  represented,  and  for  a  small  part  only  of  that 
month.  The  letter  mentions,  that  by  this  and  the  three 
other  statements  transmitted  since  the  meeting  of  Congress 
on  the  tirst  Monday  in  November  last,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  has  not  been  a  single  day,  a  number  of  States 
assembled  suflBcient  to  proceed  on  the  great  business  of 
the  Union ;  indeed  for  half  the  time,  not  a  number  suf- 
ficient to  do  more  than  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

This  want  of  a  complete  representation,  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  evils  to  the  Union,  if  the  deficient  States 
continue  to  neglect  their  duty  with  regard  to  delegation. 
It  will  aflTord  us  some  degree  of  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that 
those  evils,  if  they  should  come  upon  the  Union,  will  ncit 
be  chargeable  to  any  such  deficiency  on  the  part  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

I  have  received  another  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  of  the  28th  of  February^  enclosing  a  resolution 
of  Congress,  passed  the  7th  of  Jvne  last,  recommending  to 
the  several  States,  to  make  provision  for  all  the  officere, 
soldiers  or  seamen,  resident  in  their  respective  States, 
who  have  served  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  been  disabled  in  such  service,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of 
military  duty,  or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  labour ;  and 
the  manner  of  making  that  provision,  is  very  particularly 
described  in  the  said  resolution. 

A  copy  of  that  resolution  was  transmitted  by  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Thomson^  with  his  letter  of  the  9th  of  June;  and  they 
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were  both  laid  before  you,  accompanied  with  a  message 
upon  the  subject,  of  the  20th  of  that  month. 

As  the  provision  recommended,  has  not  yet  been  made, 
I  do.  Gentlemen,  agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in 
that  letter,  again  lay  this  matter  before  you,  for  your  con- 
sideration and  determination. 

James  Bowboin. 

Council  Chamber,  March  10 j  1786. 


Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EZRA  SAROEANT,  IN  BEHALF   ^^/j^    QQ 
OF  THE    TOWN    OF   MALDEN,  DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER   "^'^^F*  ^^ 
TO    CREDIT    SAID    TOWN    WITH    A    CERTAIN    QUANTITY   OF 
BEEF. 

On  the  petition  of  Ezra  Sargeant,  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Maiden,  praying  that  the  said  town  may  be 
credited  on  an  execution  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  y  for  a  deficiency  of  beef  required  of  said 
town: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
Maiden^  for  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
pounds  of  beef,  at  four  pence  per  pound,  amounting  to 
Thirty-eight  pounds  y  nineteen  shillings  and  eight  pence^  on 
the  aforementioned  execution.  March  11  ^  1786. 

Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  HANNAH  THOMAS,  RELATIVE   ChaT}    94 
TO   THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  ON   THE    GURNET,    DIRECTING   THE  ^' 

OWNERS  TO  CERTIFY  TO  THE  GOVERNOR,  THE  PERSON  TO 
WHOM  THE  CARE  OF  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  IS  COMMITTED, 
AND  EMPOWERING  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  PLYMOUTH  TO 
INSPECT  SAID  LIGHT  HOUSE,  AND  REPEALING  PART  OF  A 
RESOLVE  PASSED  JULY  2.  1783. 

On  the  memorial  of  Hannah  Thomas,  setting  forth^  that 
by  an  agreement,  bearing  date  l^oyemheT  23,  1768,  entered 
into  with  the  government  of  the  late  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  she  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
keeping  the  light  house  on  the  Gurnet,  at  the  entrance  of 
Plymouth  harbour,  and  x-raying  she  may  enjoy  said  priv- 
ilege. 
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Whereas  it  appears  to  this  courts  that  by  an  agreement 
made  between  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court  and  John 
Thomas,  Esq;  and  Hannah,  his  wife^  of  Kingston,  and 
John  Thomas,  of  Plymouth,  all  in  the  late  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  bearing  date  the  23d  of  November, 
1768,  that  the  offer ^  benefit  and  privileges  of  keeping  and 
tending  the  light  house  on  an  island  called  the  Gurnet,  at 
the  entrance  of  Plymouth  harbour^  is  reserved  to  the  said 
John,  Hannah  and  John,  owners  of  the  said  island,  and 
their  heirs  and  assigns : 

Resolved,  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  island, 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January,  every  year,  certify  to  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  in  writing,  the  name  of  the  person  to  whose 
immediate  care  the  said  light  house  shall  be  committed, 
who  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules  relating  to  the  keeping 
and  tending  the  said  light  house,  as  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Council,  shall  from  time  to  time  order 
and  appoint : 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  oi  Plymouth, 
or  their  successors  in  office,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
empowered  to  inspect  the  said  light  house,  and  see  that 
the  same  be  well  tended  and  kept,  and  make  report  thereof 
to  the  Governor,  once  at  least  in  every  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  the  General  Ck)urt,  passed 
the  2d  oi  July,  1783,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  keeping  and 
tending  the  light  house  on  the  said  island,  be,  and  it 
hereby  is,  repealed.  March  11,  1786. 

Chapter  95. 

Chav.  95  itESOLVE  exempting  jaues  locke  and  others,  propri- 

^*  ETORS  of   the    township   OF    TOWSSEND,   FROM  I.PAYING 

A  CERTAIN  SUM  MENTIONED  IN  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE  17th 
OF  MARCH,  1786,  AND  EXTENDING  THE  TIME  FOR  MAKING 
IMPROVEMENTS,  AND  GRANTING  AND  CONFIRMING  SAID 
TOWNSHIP  TO  CERTAIN  PROPRIETORS. 

Whe^^eas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  17th 
of  March,  1785,  a  Township,  called  JVb.  3,  surveyed  by 
Kufus  Putnam,  JEsq;  A.  D.  1784,  was  granted  to  certain 
Proprietors  of  Townsend,  on  certain  conditions,  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  said  Proprietors,  as  mentioned  in  the  said 
resolve;  and  as  it  appears  to  this  Court  improper  to  insist 
on  a  compliance  with  all  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the 
said  resolve :  Therefore 
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Eesolved y^Theit  the  said  Proprietors,  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  excused  and  exempted  from  paying  the  sum  of 
Eight  hundred  and  seventy  pounds ^  mentioned  in  the  said 
resolve,  and  that  the  time  for  settling  and  making  improve- 
ments in  said  Township  No.  3,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
extended  to  the  expiration  of  six  years  from  the  17th  of 
March  instant,  and  the  time  for  transmitting  evidence  by 
each  Proprietor  to  the  Secretary's  office,  of  his  being  a  Pro- 
prietor, is  hereby  extended  to  the  17th  day  oi  March  ^  1787. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  said  Township,  No. 
3,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  granted  and  confirmed  to  such  of 
the  Proprietors  of  said  Township  of  Townsendj  and  other 
persons  interested  therein,  as  have  not  heretofore  received 
compensation  for  the  lands  lost,  by  running  the  Neiv 
Hampshire  line,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  with  the 
reservations,  and  on  the  provisos  and  conditions  expressed 
in  the  said  resolve  of  the  17th  of  March  last,  except  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  money  from  which  they 
are  exempted,  and  to  the  time  of  settling  and  transmitting 
evidence  to  the  Secretary,  which  is  extended  by  this 
resolve.  March  11^  1786. 

Chapter  96. 

MESSAGE  FROM  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR,  BY  THE  (Jhup.   96 
SECRETARY* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Representatives y 

I  have  just  received  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  instant, 
on  the  subject  of  their  resolutions  of  the  30th  of  Aprils 
1784.  In  those  resolutions  it  was  recommended  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  to  vest  Congress  for  fif- 
teen years  with  power  to  prohibit  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize from  being  imported  into,  or  exported  from  any 
of  the  States,  in  vessels  belonging  to  or  navigated  by  the 
subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  these  States  shall  not 
have  formed  treaties  of  commerce,  and  to  prohibit  the 
subjects  of  any  foreign  State,  unless  authorized  by  treaty, 
from  importing  into  the  United  States  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchandize,  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are. 

By  the  said  act  it  appears,  that  four  States,  of  which 
Massachusetts  is  one,  have  enacted  laws  conformable  to 
these  recommendations ;  that  three  other  States  have  also 
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complied  with  them,  but  have  determined  the  time  of 
commencement  diflFerently,  so  that  there  will  be  a  differ- 
ence in  the  duration  of  the  power  granted;  that  three 
other  States  have  passed  laws  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendations, but  so  inconsonant  to  them,  that  they  cannot 
be  deemed  compliances ;  and  that  three  other  States  have 
passed  no  acts  whatever,  relative  to  the  subject,  and  all 
the  said  deficient  States  are  earnestly  solicited  to  pass  laws, 
exactly  conformable  to  the  aforesaid  recommendations. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  said  act,  will  be  laid  before  you  for  your  further 
information. 

James  Bowtx)in. 

Council  Chamber,  March  13^  1786, 

Chapter  97. 

Char)  97  Resolve  on  the  petition   of  john  calderwood  and 

\j  f,u,jj.  OTHER  INHABITANTS  OF  FOX  ISLANDS  CONFIRMING  THOSE 

islands  TO  THE  SETTLERS,  WHO  SETTLED  THERE  BEFORE 
THE  l8T  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1784,  THEIR  HEIRS  AND  ASSIGNS, 
ON  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS.  , 

W7iereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  from  a  survey  and 
plan  of  cei*tain  islands  laying  in  Penobscot  6ay,  tcithin 
the  county  of  Lincoln,  called  Fox  Islands,  taken  by  Bufus 
Putnam,  liJsq;  in  the  year  1785,  that  the  said  islands 
contain  in  the  whole,  sixteen  thousand^  five  hundred  and 
ttoenty -seven  aa*es  ( and  that  not  more  than  one  half  of 
said  islands,  ar^e  of  any  value)  whereon  were  seventy-two 
settlers,  before  the  \st  day  of  January,  1784  ;  and  where- 
as  John  Calderwood  and  others,  settlei's  on  the  said 
islands,  have  petitioned  this  Court,  for  a  grant  of  the 
same  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns:  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  all  the  islands  belonging  to  and  com- 
posing the  division  of  the  Fox  Islands,  as  described  in  the 
aforesaid  plan,  viz. :  bounded  westerly  and  northerly  on 
Penobscot  bay ,  — easterly  on  Fox  Island  ba}'  (which 
separates  these  islands  from  the  Isle  of  Holt  and  Deer 
Island  divisions  of  islands)  ;  and  southerly  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean ;  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  granted  and  confirmed, 
with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  to  the  same 
belonging,  to  John  Calderwood  and  the  other  settlers, 
who  settled  there  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1784, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  on  condition  the  said  John  Calder-^ 
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wood  and  others  interested  as  aforesaid,  appropriate  (of 
good  land)  two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  the  ministry, 
and  two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  a  grammar  school, 
and  that  they  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, within  one  year  from  this  date,  on  interest,  the 
sum  of  One  hundred  and  eight  pounds^  in  specie,  for  the 
expence  of  surveying  the  said  islands,  and  other  charges ; 
and  also  the  sum  of  Sixty-six  pounds^  seven  shillings,  in 
consolidated  securities  of  this  Commonwealth ;  provided, 
that  where  any  original  settler  has  sold,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  his  improvements,  to  any  other  person,  the  pur- 
chaser of  such  improvements,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
hold  the  same  lands,  which  such  original  settler  would 
have  held,  by  virtue  of  this  resolve,  if  there  had  been  no 
such  sale  or  disposition.  March  13, 1786. 


Chapter  98* 

RESOLVE  ORANTINO  TO  HUGH  ORR,  ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  A 
COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  THIRTY 
POUNDS,  NOW  IN  THEIR  HANDS,  AND  DIRECTING  SAID 
COMMITTEE  TO  PAY  OyS  HUNDRED  FORTY-SEVEN  POUNDS, 
FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  TEN  PENCE,  IN  SPECIE;  AND 
TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-THREE  POUNDS,  TWO  SHIL- 
LINGS AND  EIGHT  PENCE,  IN  LOAN    OFFICE  CERTIFICATES. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  examination  of  the  accounts 
o/*  Hugh  Orr,  I!sq;  and  others,  a  Committee  appointed 
by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  to  purchase  certain  mil- 
itary stores,  ayid  to  perform  other  services  relative  to  the 
same,  that  there  is  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Committee,  a 
balance  of  Two  hundred  twenty-three  pounds,  two  shillings 
and  eight  pence,  in  Loan  Office  certificates;  and  also  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pounds,  fifteen 
shillings  and  ten  pence,  in  specie,  which  the  said  Commit- 
tee are  ready  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  General  Court: 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  said  Committee, 
jointly,  out  of  the  specie  balance  now  in  their  hands,  the 
sum  of  Thirty  pounds,  in  full  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices in  executing  their  commission  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee,  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Two  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pounds,  two  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  in 
Loan  OflSce  certificates  ;  and  also  the  further  sum  of  One 
hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  ten 
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pence^  in  specie,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same, 
one  of  which,  the  said  Committee  shall  lodge  in  the  Sec- 
retary's office ;  and  upon  so  doing,  the  said  Committee 
shall  be  fully  discharged.  March  13,  1786. 

Chapter  99. 

Chap.    99  RESOLVE  abating  the  plantation  of  SYLVESTER,  IN  THE 
^  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  ALL  THE  TAXES.    EXCEPT    ONE 

HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 
URER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN. 

Whereas  the  Committee  appointed  to  view  the  circum" 
stances  of  the  plantation  of  Sylvester,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  have  reported  that  said  plantation  ought  to 
be  abated  part  of  their  taxes :  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  plantation  of  Sylvester,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  be  abated  all  the  taxes  with  which 
they  are  now  charged,  except  One  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  plantation  accordingly. 

March  13,  1786. 

Chapter  lOO. 

CAap.lOO  RESOLVE  MAKING  AN  ALLOWANCE  TO  WILLIAM  HARRIS,  FIRST 
^  CLERK  IN  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Harris,  frst  Clerk  in  the 
Secretary's  office: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  December  the  first,  1785, 
so  far  as  it  respects  the  pay  of  eight  shillings  per  day  to 
the  Deputy  Secretary,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  repealed :  And 
it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  nine  shillings  per  day,  be 
allowed  and  paid  unto  William  Harris,  from  the  said  first 
day  of  December,  as  first  Clerk  in  the  Secretary's  office, 
for  each  day  employed  in  said  business,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  accounts,  in  auditing  the  said  William^s  account, 
govern  themselves  accordingly.  March  13, 1786. 

Chapter  101. 

Chn.n  101  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   THOMAS   KNIGHT,  GRANTING 
^    ™  HIM  LIBERTY  TO  PRESENT  HIS  PAY  ROLL  FOR  HIMSELF  AND 

MEN,  WHO  SERVED  IN  THE  YEAR  1780. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Knight,  praying  that  the 
time  set  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  February 
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the  9thj  1785,  for  bringing  in  the  claims   against   this 
Commonwealth 9  may  be  lengthened: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  8o  far 
granted,  as  that  the  said  Thomas  Knight  have  liberty  to 
present  his  pay  roll  for  himself  and  the  men  that  served 
under  him  in  the  year  1780,  for  allowance  and  payment, 
any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  13,  1786. 

Chapter  102. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  CYRUS  FAIRBANK,  OF  LANCAS-  (7^^19.102 
TBR,  DIRECTING  THE  ASSESSORS  TO  GIVE  NOTICE  TO  THOSE  ^* 

PERSONS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Cyrus  Fairbank,  of  Lancaster, 
setting  forth  that  he  teas  appointed  Agent  on  the  estate  of 
Joseph  Moor,  late  of  Lancaster,  an  absentee;  and  that  he 
hath  now  in  his  hands,  certain  rate  bills,  which  were  com- 
mitted to  the  said  Moor,  before  he  absented  himself  from 
this  Commonwealth,  wherry  it  appears  that  the  sum  of 
about  Seventy  pounds,  now  remains  uncollected  by  the  said 
Moor,  and  praying  for  the  direction  of  this  Court,  relating 
to  the  said  rate  bills: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  forthwith  lay  before  the 
Assessors  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  for  the  present  year, 
the  rate  bills  beforementioned  ;  and  the  said  Assessors  are 
hereby  directed,  forthwith  to  give  notice  to  those  persons 
whose  rates  are  not  crossed  on  the  said  bills,  that  they 
may  bring  proof  (if  any  they  have)  of  their  having  paid 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  if  not  performed  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Assessors,  within  twenty  days 
after  such  notice  is  given,  they  shall  make  out  a  fair  list 
of  the  names  of  the  several  persons,  who  shall  appear  to 
them  to  have  not  paid  the  several  sums  assessed  on  them 
in  the  bills  aforesaid,  and  of  the  sums  set  against  each  of 
their  names,  and  deliver  such  new  list  unto  the  petitioner, 
Cyrus  Fairbank  aforesaid,  who  is  hereby  fully  authorized 
and  directed  to  collect  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
borne  on  such  new  list,  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
Collectors  are  by  law  empowered  to  collect  taxes ;  and 
to  dispose  of  the  same,  when  collected,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  the  disposal  of  absentees  estates ;  for 
which  service,  the  said  Cyrus  Fairbank  shall  receive  such 
allowance  as  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester'  shall  order.  March  13, 1786. 


892  1785.  — Febbuary  Session- 


Chapter  103. 

ChavAOS  THE    PROPRIETORS   OF  THE    PLANTATION    OF    SYLVESTER,  IN 
-^  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  TO  BE  NOTIFIED  TO  SHEW 

CAUSE. 

Whereas  the  Committee  appointed  to  view  the  circum- 
stances of  the  plantation  of  Sylvester,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  have  reported  that  it  is  expedient  and  neces- 
sary^  that  said  plantation  shoxdd  be  incorporated  into  a 
town^  and  that  the  Proprietors  of  said  plantation  should 
be  required  to  settle  more  families  on  said  plantation. 

Ordered^  That  the  Proprietors  of  the  plantation  of 
Sylvester y  be  notified  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the  next 
General  Court,  why  said  plantation  should  not  be  incor- 
porated into  a  town,  and  why  said  Proprietors  should  not 
be  required  to  settle  more  families  on  said  plantation. 

And  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
directed  to  notify  said  Proprietors,  by  publishing  this 
order  in  one  of  the  Boston  and  the  Falmouth  newspapers, 
three  weeks  successively  before  the  said  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  first  session  of  the  next  General  Court. 

March  13, 1786. 

Chapter  104. 

(7Aa«.104  RESOLVE    on    the    governor's    MESSAGE,    OF   THE    10th    OF 
-^  FEBRUARY,  1786.  RESPECTING  THE  CONDUCT  OF  A  MR.  WTER, 

THE  HIGH  SHERIFF  OF  CHARLOTTE  COUNTY,  IN  THE  BRITISH 
PROVINCE  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK,  REQUESTING  HIS  EXCEL- 
LENCY TO  PROCURE  THE  NECESSARY  EVIDENCE,  AND  TO 
TRANSMIT  THE  SAME  TO  CONGRESS. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  com- 
mitted the  message  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  of 
the  10th  of  Febimary^  1786,  respecting  the  conduct  of  a 
Mr.  Wyer^  the  High  Sheriff  of  Charlotte  county,  in  the 
British  province  of  Neio  Brunswick,  in  taking  and  carry- 
ing off  the  body  of  Mr.  2\ittle  (on  an  action  of  debt) 
from  Moose  Island,  as  represented  in  a  letter  from  James 
Avery,  Esq ;  to  Mr.  Secretary  Avery,  dated  at  Machias, 
the  24th  of  December  last,  —  have  attended  that  service, 
and  ask  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion:  —  That  the 
matter  complained  of  in  the  said  letter,  involves  in  it 
such  a  great  national  question,  respecting  the  bounds  of 
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territory,  as  can  only  be  taken  up  with  propriety  by 
Congress:  —  That  therefore  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
be  requested  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  evidence 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  facts  complained  of,  and  to 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in 
Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  for  their  consideration  and  deter- 
mination. 

And  with  regard  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  Governor's 
message,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  Naval  Officers  and 
their  Deputies,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
difficulty  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  James  Avery ^  Esq  ; 
Collector  at  Machias,  may  be  prevented  in  future,  by 
directing  the  Secretary  to  transmit,  forthwith,  to  each  of 
the  Naval  Officers  in  that  department,  printed  copies  of 
the  several  acts  and  resolves,  now  in  force,  that  respect 
the  office  and  duty  of  Naval  Officers,  and  their  Deputies, 
that  so  no  plea  of  ignorance  in  their  duty  may  for  the 
future  be  made. 

And  whereas  another  message  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  dated  November  24,  1785,  (which  was  com- 
mitted to  a  joint  Committee  at  the  last  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  but  not  acted  upon)  is  now  committed  to 
the  present  Committee,  in  which  his*  Excellency  acquaints 
the  two  houses  with  the  conduct  of  the  aforementioned 
Sheriff,  in  compelling  the  inhabitants  of  Moose  Island  to 
send  Jurors  to  the  county  Court  of  Charlotte  county,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  their  estates  in  case  of  refusal ;  and  that 
on  his  representing  to  Mr.  Carleton^  Governor  of  N^ew 
Bininswick^  the  conduct  of  the  said  Sheriff,  he  received 
from  the  said  Governor  such  an  answer  as  contained  an 
implied  declaration,  ''that  the  said  island,  with  several 
other  islands,  is,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  within 
that  Province."  And  that  thereupon  he  had,  by  letter  to 
our  Delegates,  informed  Congress  of  those  proceedings, 
and  also  sent  an  account  of  them  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London.  This  Committee  therefore  ask 
leave  further  to  report  as  their  opinion,  that  the  early 
attention  and  vigilance  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
in  taking  such  prudent  care  that  the  Commonwealth  should 
suffer  no  harm,  is  worthy  the  character  of  a  virtuous  and 
patriotic  Governor,  and  deserves  the  warm  approbation 
of  the  legislative  body :  and  that  his  Excellency  be 
requested  to  procure  all  such  further  evidence  as  may  be 
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thought  needful  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  take  all 
such  other  measures  as  he  shall  think  requisite,  to  prevent 
encroachments  on  the  territorial  rights  and  sovereignty  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  United  States.  All  which 
is  submitted. 

Richard  Cranch,  per  order. 
Read  and  accepted.  March  13^  1786. 

Chapter  105. 
Chan  105  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  elisha  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of 

^  JAMES  ROBERTSOy,  GRANTING  HIM  TWENTY-ONE  POUNDS 

AND  TWO  PENCE,  BEING  THE  SUM  DRAWN  BY  THE  FORGED 
ORDER  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Elisha  Mitchell,  ybr  aiid  in  behalf  of 
James  Robertson,  praying  for  a  sum  of  money  due  to 
said  Robertson,  for  the  services  of  his  two  sons  in  the 
army^  and  which  has  been  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  by  a 
forged  order: 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  in  consolidated  notes,  to  the  said  James 
Robertson^  the  sum  of  Twenty-one  pounds  and  two  pence, 
being  the  sum  drawn  by  the  forged  order  aforesaid,  and 
the  sum  due  to  the  said  Robertson  for  the  services  of  his 
two  sons,  deceased.  March  14^  1786. 

Chapter  106. 

Char)  106  Resolve  on  the  petition  op  james  llotd  and  benjamin 

'^'  GREENE,  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  SELL  CONFISCATED 

ESTATES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK,  TO  SELL  ANY  ESTATE 
OF  JOHN  ERVING,  JUN.,  ESQ;  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  CONFISCATED, 
AND  DIRECTING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  TO  APPOINT  COM- 
MISSIONERS TO  EXAMINE  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THE  CREDITORS 
TO  SAID  ESTATE. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Lloyd  atid  Benjamin  Greene, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others^  creditors  to  the  estate 
o/"  John  Erving,  jun.^  ^sq;  praying  the  estate  of  said 
Erving  may  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to 
sell  confiscated  estates  in  the  county  of  Suffolk^  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  sell  any  estate 
of  the  said  John  Erving^  jun.,  Esq  ;  which  has  been  con- 
fiscated to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  said  Committee 
to  observe  the  rules  and  directions  heretofore  given  them 
for  the  sale  of  confiscated  estates. 
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And  it  is  further  Resolvedy  That  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  of  Suffolk^  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized 
to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine  the  claims  of  the 
creditors  to  the  estate  of  said  John  Ervingy  jun.,  Esq. 

March  15, 1786. 


Chapter  107. 

KESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  TRANSMIT  TO  THE  C%/»*,  107 
DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS,  COPIES  OF  THE  LETl'ERS  PASSED  ***P-^^« 
BETWEEN  THE  COMMISSIONERS  ELECTED  JUNE  4.  1784,  AND 
THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  PART  OF  NEW  YORK,  TO 
ASCERTAIN  THE  BOUNDARY  LINE  IN  THE  EASTERN  EX- 
TREMITY OF  NEW  YORK,  AND  APPOINTING  AGENTS,  GIVING 
THEM  CERTAIN  AUTHORITY. 

Resolvedy  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Delegates  in 
Congress,  from  this  State,  copies  of  the  letters  which 
passed  between  the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  Commonwealth,  by  an  act  of  June  4,  1784,  and 
the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
J^ew  York,  to  ascertain  and  run  the  boundary  line  between 
this  Commonwealth  and  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  State  of  New  York;  and  to 
inform  the  said  Delegates,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
said  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  that  the 
variation  of  the  magnetic  meridian  in  the  year  1773,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  line  above  mentioned,  might  be 
ascertained  with  a  sufficient  degree  of  precision,  by  means 
of  the  observations  and  minutes  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  on  the  part  of  each  of  the  said  States, 
in  the  year  1773,  which  are  referred  to,  in  the  letters 
above  mentioned,  and  which  are  the  only  observations  on 
the  quantity  of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  at  the  time 
and  place  aforesaid,  in  the  possession  of  this  State. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  Timothy  Edwards, 
Jahleel  Woodbridge,  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esquires, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed  Agents  on  the  part  of 
this  Commonwealth,  who,  or  the  major  part  of  whom,  are 
hereby  vested  with  all  the  powers  with  which  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth  were  vested 
by  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  the  4th  of  June,  1784,  and 
authority  is  hereby  given  to  the  said  Agents,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  to  furnish  the  said  Commissioners  appointed 
by  Congress,  with  the  documents,  papers  and  observations, 
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necessary  to  ascertain  the  said  line,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Commissioners  of  Congress,  to  agree  with  the 
Agents  of  the  State  of  New  York^  how  the  said  line  shall 
be  run,  if  such  agreement  can  be  made  on  the  principles 
of  justice  ;  and  in  case  such  an  agreement  cannot  be  made, 
it  is  the  expectation  of  this  Commonwealth  that  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  Congress  to  run  the  said  line  of 
jurisdiction,  do,  and  they  or  any  two  of  them,  hereby  are 
empowered  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  proceed 
upon,  and  accomplish  that  business,  upon  such  principles 
and  observations,  as  shall  appear  to  them  the  least  liable 
to  error :  and  the  said  Agents  are  hereby  directed  to  make 
suitable  provision  for  the  accommodation  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, during  the  time  that  they  may  be  employed  in 
the  said  business  :  and  the  said  Agents  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered,  to  employ  such  person  as  they  shall 
judge  proper  to  attend  them  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
business  beforementioned.  March  14^  1786. 

Chapter  108. 

ChaV  108  RESOLVE    granting  to   THOMAS  AyDERSON,   A   PENSIONER, 
'^'  FIVE   POUNDS,  ANNUALLY,  FROM   THE   FIRST  OF  JANUARY, 

1776,  TILL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

071  the  petition  o/" Thomas  Anderson,  of  Monson,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  praying  that  he  may  be  alloxced  to 
draw  his  pension  as  set  forth  in  his  petition  : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Thomas  Andersoiu  the 
sum  of  Five  pounds  per  year,  from  the  Ist  day  of  January ^ 
1775,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

March  14, 17S6, 

Chapter  109. 

Char)  109  resolve   on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of   sew 

"^  ^  Ir*  GLOUCESTER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  MAKING  AN 

ABATEMENT  IN  THEIR  TAXES,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 
URER TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  New  Gloucester,  in 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  praying  for  the  abatement  of 
taxes  laid  on  that  town,  in  the  year  1772  and  1773^  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  said  taxes,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the  sum  of 
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Thirty-five  pounds^  seventeen  shillings  and  three  pence ,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  abated  to  said  town,  and  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  said  town 
accordingly,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March,  14,  1786. 

Chapter  llO. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  CkuV  110 
OF  BERWICK,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER,  AND  THE  SHER-  -^^ 

IFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  TO  STAY  THEIR  EXECUTIONS, 
AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN 
THE  SEVERAL  SUMS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  o/*  Berwick, 
representing  their  losses  in  mills,  lumber,  &c,,  in  October 
last,  and  praying  for  abatements  on  taxes,  and  staying  of 
executions  against  said  txnon: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  said  town  on  an 
execution  issued  against  said  town.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  pounds,  six  shillings^  for  deficiency  of  beef;  and  like- 
wiije  One  hundred  and  thirty -three  pounds,  five  shillings  and 
five  pence,  on  Tax  number  three ;  in  the  whole.  Two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  five 
pence. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  executions  against  said 
town  shall  be  stayed  for  the  term  of  eight  months  from 
the  passing  of  this  resolve,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  York,  are 
directed  to  govern  themselves  accordingly;  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  14, 1786. 

Chapter  111. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  ERVISG,  ESQ;  AUTHOR-  CUian  111 
IZING    THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE    OF    ESSEX   COUNTY,  ON  ^'^^F*^^^ 
APPLICATION,    TO    APPOINT    COMMISSIONERS    TO    EXAMINE 
THE    CLAIMS   OF  JOHN  ERVINQ,  ESQ;   ON  THE   ESTATE    OF 
WILLIAM  BROWS,  ESQ;  AN  ABSENTEE. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Erving,  Esq;  praying  that 
the  Judge  of  Rivbate  of  Wills,  (&c.  xvithin  and  for  the 
County  of  Essex,  may  be  empowered  to  direct  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  examine  the  claims  against  the  estate 
of  William  Browne,   Esq;    a  compirator  and  absentee, 
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again  to  meet  and  examine  the  daim  of  John  Erving,  I^sq; 
of  Boston : 

liesolvedy  That  the  praj^er  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  Judge,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized and  empowered,  on  application,  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  examine  the  claim  of  the  said  John  Erving^ 
Esq  ;  on  the  estate  of  the  said  William  Browne^  Esq ;  for 
the  term  of  one  month  from  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment, at  the  expence  of  the  said  John  Erving^  that  he  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  his  claim  within  the  term 
mentioned  ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  16,  1786. 

Chapter  112. 

ChaV  112  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF  ISAIAH  BABCOCK,  TO  NOTIFY 
-^*  THOMAS  GOULD,  AND  THE  OTHER  DEFENDANTS  MENTIONED, 

TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Isaiah  Babcock,  j;raym5'  that  he  may 
be  empowered  to  carry  up  an  action  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Cofwrty  which  was  brought  by  him  against  Thomas  Gould 
and  others,  he  not  having  entered  his  appeal  accoi'ding  to 
law  notivithstanding  : 

Ilesolvedy  That  the  said  Isaiah  Babcock  give  notice  to 
the  said  Thomas  Gould,  and  the  other  defendants  men- 
tioned in  the  said  petition,  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of 
the  aforesaid  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  with  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Goidd,  at  his  usual  place  of  abode, 
in  Pittsfield,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  at  least  thirty 
days  previous  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court,  that  they,  or  either  of  them, 
may  on  the  same  Wednesday  appear  and  shew  cause,  if 
any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not 
be  granted,  and  that  execution  be  in  the  mean  time  stayed. 

March  15, 1786. 

Chapter  113. 

Chan  113  RESOLVE   appointing   abner   holden  to   procure    an 

■^  ACTUAL  SURVEY  OF  ALL   LANDS   BELONGING  TO   THE  COM- 

MONWEALTH, IN    OR   NEAR  THE  TOWN  OF  FJTCHBURG,  AND 
TO  RETURN  A  PLAN  INTO  THE  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Abner  Holden,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
appointed  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  procure  an 
actual  survey  of  all  the  lands  belonging  to  this  Common- 


1785.  —  Februaby  Session.  899 

wealth,  that  lie  in  or  near  the  town  of  FUchburgy  in 
the  county  of  Worcester;  and  he  is  directed  to  return  a 
plan  thereof  into  the  Secretary's  office,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Marckl5,1786. 

Chapter  114. 

RESOLVE  ENTITLING  GEOROB  ULMER  TO  AN  ANNUAL  PEN-  CTiflO  114 
SION.  TO  COMMENCE  THE  20th  NOVEMBER,  1782,  UNTIL  FUR-  ^* 

THER  ORDER. 

On  the  representation  q/"  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Lieut.  George  Ulmer  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  LThner^  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  entitled  to  an  annual  pension,  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
pay  of  a  Lieutenant,  to  commence  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1782,  and  continue  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court,  or  of  Congress.  March  15, 1786. 

Chapter  115. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE   PETITION  OF  ISAAC^ PARKHURST,  JUN.,  TO  /nfl-«,  "1 1  C 
NOTIFY  THE  ADVERSE  PARTY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  ^/ifrajp.xiu 

On  the  petition  of  Isaac  Parkhurst,  jun.,  setting  forth, 
that  Joseph  Sprague,  of  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
tmduly  obtained  a  judgment  by  default  against  him,  at  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held  at  said  Boston,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  July  last,  and  praying  that  he  may  have  lib- 
erty to  re-enter  the  said  action,  and  have  day  in  Court,  in 
the  same  manner  as  though  the  same  had  not  been  defaulted, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  adverse  party, 
by  serving  him  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition, 
and  this  resolve  thereon,  fourteen  days  before  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  General  Court, 
to  shew  cause  on  said  second  Wednesday  of  the  said 
Court's  sitting,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should 
not  be  granted,  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean 
time.  March  16, 1786. 

Chapter  116. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  LEONARD,  GRANTING  /^Ji/ytJ  lift 
HIM  FORTY-THREE  POUNDS,  THREE  SHILLINGS,  IN  COM-  ^'^^F'^^^ 
PENSATION  FOR  LOSSES  HE  SUSTAINED. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Leonard,  an  assistant  Comr- 
missary  (tf  purchases  of  beef,  praying  for  omnpensaiionfor 
losses  he  sustained,  as  mentioned  in  his  petition: 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Samuel 
Leonard^  the  sum  of  Forty-three  pounds^  three  shillings^ 
in  full  of  his  account.  March  15^  1786. 

Chapter  117. 

ChaP.in  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JESSE  CO  WIT,  DIRECTING  THE 
'^'  TREASURER  TO  PAY  HIM  THE  WAGES   DUE  TO  HIM  FOR  HIS 

SERVICES  IN  THE  AMERICAN  ARMY. 

On  the  petition  of  Jesse  Cowit,  ^mymg^  that  he  may  be 
allowed  his  wages  for  his  sei^ices  in  the  American  army^ 
said  wages  being  drawn  by  a  forged  order  notwithstanding: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Jesse  Coicity 
the  wages  due  to  him,  for  his  services  in  the  American 
army,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  have  done,  had  not 
said  wages  been  heretofore  paid  to  Samuel  Paine^  on  a 
forged  order.  *  March  15^  1786. 

Chapter  118. 

ChaV  118  RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   OF  WILLIAM  HUDSON  BALLARD, 
^*  EMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER  TO   RECEIVE    OF  HIM    ONE 

HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-SIX  POUNDS,  IN  SPECIE  NOTES,  IN 
PART,  FOR  TAXES  COMMITTED  TO  HIM  TO  COLLECT. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Hudson  Ballard  : 
Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  receive  from 
the  said  William  Hudson  Ballard j  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
ninety-six  pounds^  in  the  specie  notes  which  he  received 
for  his  wages,  as  a  Major  in  the  Continental  army,  in  the 
year  1780,  in  part  for  the  taxes  committed  to  the  said 
Ballard  to  collect  for  the  town  of  Almsbury, 

March  16, 1786. 

Chapter  119. 

Char)  119  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  giles  r^LLAfiiy,  directing  the 

^*  TREASURER   TO  DELIVER   NOTES   FOR  THE  SAME  AMOUNT, 

TENOR    AND    DATE,. AS    THOSE    ISSUED    UPON    A    FORGED 
ORDER. 

On  the  petition  of  Giles  Tallman,  setting  forthy  that  he 
served  in  the  Continental  army,  and  that  his  wages  have 
be^n  drawn  for  his  service  by  a  forged  order^ 
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Resolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to 
the  said  Giles  Talbnajiy  notes  of  the  same  amount,  tenor 
and  date,  as  if  none  had  been  issued  on  the  forged  order 
aforesaid,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March  16^1 786. 


Chapter  120. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  CHADBOURX,  AGENT  FOR  C^AaX)  120 
THE  PLANTATION  OF  LITTLE  FALLS,  ABATING  SEVEN  HUN-  ^' 

DEED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS,  IN  PART  OF  TAXES  AND  FINES 
LAID  ON  SAID  PLANTATION,  SINCE  1780,  AND  DIRECTING  THE 
TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  PLANTATION. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Chadbourn,  agent  for  the 
plantation  o/* Little  Falls,  in  the  county  of  Yovky  praying 
that  the  taxes  and  fines  laid  on  said  plantation^  might  be 
remitted  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  there  be  and  hereby  is,  abated  to  said  planta- 
tion, Seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds^  in  part  of  taxes  and 
fines  laid  on  said  plantation,  since  the  year  1780 ;  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to 
credit  said  plantation  accordingly.  March  16^  1786, 


Chapter  121. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION    OF   DANIEL    GOOLD,  DIRECTING  fihan  121 
THE  TREASURER  TO  MAKE  OUT  NOTES  FOR  SUCH  SUMS  AS  ^'^^F'^^^ 
SHALL  APPEAR  TO  BE  DUE,  OF  THE  SAME  TENOR  AND  DATE 
AS  THOSE  DELIVERED  ON  A  FORGED  ORDER. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Goold,  representing  that  his 
wages  for  three  years  as  a  soldier  in  the  Massachusetts  line 
of  the  Continental  army^  have  been  drawn  by  a  forged 
order  or  power  of  attorney^  and  praying  for  his  said 
wages : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he 
is,  hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  said  Goold, 
a  note  or  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  appear  to 
have  been  due  to  him  for  his  said  services,  of  the  same 
tenor  and  date,  as  though  the  same  had  not  been  paid  on 
such  forged  order  or  power.  March  16, 1786, 
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Chapter  122. 

ChavA22  resolve  directing  the  secretary  to  deliver  MAyAsssH 

^  DIVOLL,  OR   HIS  ATTORNEY,  CERTAIN  PAPERS  ACCOMPANY- 

ING A  RESOLVE  OF  COURT  PASSED  THIS  SESSION,  LEAVING 
ATTESTED  COPIES  THEREOF. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  deliver  to  Manasseh  Divoll,  or  his  attorney, 
the  papers  accompanying  the  resolve  on  said  DivolVs  peti- 
tion, passed  at  the  present  sitting  of  the  General  Court, 
leaving  attested  copies  thereof.  March  16^  1786. 

Chapter  123. 

C%a7).123  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  TRISCOTT,  DIRECTING 
■^  THE    COMMANDER    OF   THE    CASTLE   TO    RECEIVE    HIM    ON 

CASTLE  ISLAND,  AND  TO  ALLOW  HIM  RATIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Triscott,  praying  he  may  be 
pei*mitted  to  reside  on  Castle  Island  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Commander  of  the  Castle^  in  Boston 
harbour,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  Samuel 
Triscott  (now  in  the  almshouse  in  Boston)  on  Castle 
Islandy  to  allow  him  rations,  and  to  order  him  to  do  such 
duty  as  he  is  able  to  perform.  March  15, 1786, 

Chapter  124. 

(7Aa».124  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  EBENEZER  WARREN,  IN  BEHALF 
^*  OF  THE   TOWN   OF   FOXBOROUGH,  GRANTING    FORTY-NINE 

POUNDS,  FOUR  SHILLINGS  AND  ONE  PENNY,  FOR  ABATE- 
MENT OF  THE  FINES  AND  ALLOWANCE  OF  THE  AVERAGE 
PRICE  FOR  ONE  SOLDIER. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Warren,  in  behalf  of  the 
toicn  of  Foxborough,  setting  forth  that  the  said  town  was 
fined  for  not  raising  six  men  to  serve  as  soldiers  for  three 
months y  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  eighty-one^  and  it 
.  appears  that  the  town  of  Foxborough  did  raise  one  man 
more  than  they  had  credit  for  in  the  requisition  aforesaid: 
and  whereas  they  %vere  called  upon  to  raise  four  men  {for 
the  above  service)  more  than  their  just  proportion  : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  town  of  Foxborough^  the  sum  of 
Forty-nine  pounds^  four  shillings  and  one  penny  ^  in  full  for 
the  abatement  of  the  aforesaid  fines,  and  the  allowance  of 
the  average  price  for  one  soldier  as  aforesaid. 

March  16,  1786. 
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Chapter  125. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS  THREE  CkaV^ViS 
THOUSAND  POUNDS.  -^' 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  Committee  for 
examining  and  passing  accounts,  have  accounted  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  sum  of  Four  thousand  pounds,  granted 
by  this  Court  in  February  last,  and  that  a  further  suin  of 
money  is  necessary  to  he  appropriated  for  payment  of 
such  accounts  as  have  been  or  may  be  allowed  by  the  said 
Committee : 

Therefore  Besolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  said  sum  of  Four  thousand  pounds,  and 
that  a  further  sum  of  Three  thousand  pounds  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  aforesaid  Com- 
mittee for  allowing  and  passing  accounts ;  said  Committee 
to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  March  17,  1786. 


Chapter  126. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE,  AUTHORIZING  THE  fUflt)  126 
DELEGATES  WHO  SHALL  ACTUALLY  REPRESENT  THIS  COM-  ^'*^^F*^^ 
MONWEALTH  IN  CONGRESS  THE  CURRENT  YEAR,  TO  JOIN 
WITH  SUCH  AGENTS  AS  MAY  BE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  STATE 
OF  NEW  YORK  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONSTITUTE 
A  FEDERAL  COURT  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  MENTIONED  IN  A 
RESOLVE  PASSED  NOVEMBER,  1784. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  some  persons  be  specially 
authorized  to  7'epresent  this  State  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Federal  Court,  to  hear  and  determine  a  certain  controversy 
nou)  subsisting  between  this  Cominonwealth  and  the  State 
of  New  York,  respecting  a  certain  territory,  to  which  thai 
government  and  this  make  claim: 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  who  shall  actually  repre- 
sent this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  the  current  year,  or 
any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  join  with  such  aorent  or  agents  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  state  of  New  York,  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners or  Judges,  who  shall  constitute  a  Federal  Court  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  a 
resolve  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  Anno 
Domini,  1784.  March  17,  1786. 
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Chapter  127. 

ChaV  127  RESOLVE     ON    THE     GOVERNOR'S    MESSAGE.    DIRECTING    THE 
^  '  SECRETARY   TO   DELIVER  TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS 

OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LINE  OF  THE  LATE  ARMY,  SUCH 
CERTIFICATES  AS  ARE  DEPOSITED  IN  HIS  HANDS  BY  THE 
AGENTS.  AND  DIRECTING  IN  WHAT  MANNER  THEY  ARE  TO 
BE  DELIVERED. 

TV/iereas  the  regimental  agents  of  the  Massachusetts  Line 
of  the  late  American  army^  have  been  directed  by  the 
Supreme  Executive  of  this  Commomvealthy  pursuant  to  a 
resolve  of  Congress^  to  deposit  the  certificates  for  the  arrears 
of  pay ^  etc.  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  line^ 
in  the  /Secretary's  office;  but  as  no  order  has  been  taken  for 
the  distribution  of  the  same  to  the  individuals  to  tchom  said 
certificates  belong : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
oflScers  and  soldiers  of  the  3fassachusetts  Line  of  the  late 
Ainerican  army,  such  certificates  as  are  or  shall  be 
deposited  in  his  hands  by  the  said  agents,  and  belong  to 
the  said  oflScers  and  soldiers  respectively  :  Pwvided^  the 
said  oflScers  and  soldiers  (or  in  case  of  their  decease,  their 
legal  representatives,)  shall  make  personal  application  for 
the  same,  or  shall  make  application  by  some  member  of 
the  General  Court,  or  of  the  Council ;  and  provided  the 
discharges  of  the  non-commissioned  oflScers  and  soldiers 
respectively,  shall  at  the  same  time  be  produced,  or  in- 
contestible  evidence  that  the  oflScers  or  soldiers,  for  whose 
wages  application  is  made,  died  in  the  public  service. 

March  17, 1786. 

Chapter  128. 

Chan  19fi  Resolve  establishing  the  pay  of  the  council,  senate, 
Kjuu^.i^io      j^^^  house  of  representatives,  president,  speaker, 
clerks  and  chaplain. 

Jiesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
[  public  treasury,  the  sum  of  Eight  shillings,  to  each  mem- 

I  ber  of  the  honorable  Council ;  and  the  sum  of  Seven  shiU 

I  lings  and  six  pence  to  each  member  of  the  honorable 

j  Senate  ;  and  the  sum  of  Seven  shillings  to  each  member  of 

the  House  of  Representatives,  for  each  day  they  have 
attended  the  Council  or  General  Court,  the  present  session, 
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tilso  the  further  sum  of  one  day's  pay  for  every  ten  miles 
distance  each  member  lives  from  the  place  of  the  Court's 
sitting. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  there  be  granted  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
the  Hon.  Samuel  PfitlHpA,  jun.,  Esq. ;  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  sum  of  Six  shillings ,  per  day,  and  to  the  Hon. 
Artemus  Ward^  Esq ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  sum  of  Six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  General  Court,  at  their  present  sitting, 
over  and  above  their  respective  pay  as  members  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Mr.  George  Richards  Minot,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  and  also  to  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  Clerk  of  the 
hon.  Senate,  the  sum  of  Fifty-jive  pounds  each,  —  and  to 
the  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher,  Chaplain  to  the  General  Court, 
the  sum  of  Twelve  pounds,  in  full  for  their  respective  ser- 
vices the  present  year.  March  17, 1786. 

Chapter  129. 

EESOLVE  FOR  ADJOURNING  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS  FOR  ChaV  129 
THE    COUNTY    OF    ESSEX,    TO    THE    SECOND    TUESDAY    OF  ^' 

APRIL  NEXT. 

Whei^eas  by  reason  of  the  public  fast  being  appointed  on 
the  sixth  day  q/' April  next,  it  will  be  inconvenient  to  have 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  held  at  Ipswich,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
the  said  month  of  April,  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Essex : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  by  law  to  beheld 
at  Ipswich,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April  next,  shall  be  holden  at  Ipswich  afore- 
said, on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  same  month  ;  and  that 
all  writs,  processes  and  recognizances,  returnable  to,  and 
all  appeals  made  to  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  appointed  by  law 
to  be  holden  at  Ipswich:  and  all  matters,  causes  and 
things  that  have  day,  or  that  might  have  been  had,  moved 
or  done  at,  in  or  by  the  said  Courts,  at  the  time  so 
appointed  for  holding  the  same,  shall  be  returnable  to, 
and  may  be  entered,  prosecuted,  bad,  moved  and  done,  at. 
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ill,  and  by  the  said  Courts,  at  the  time  herein  appointed 
for  holding  the  same.  —  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby- 
directed  to  publish  this  resolve  in  the  next  Adams  and 
Nourse's^  HalVs  and  MycalVs  papers.      March,  17^  1786, 

Chapter  130. 

Chap.lSO  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  op  SAMUEL  LOVERiyO^DmUOTTSQ 
^  THE  TREASURER  TO  MAKE  OUT  NOTES  OF  THE  SAME  TENOR 

AND  DATE  AS  THE  NOTES  DRAWN  ON  THE  FORGED  ORDER 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Lovering,  represeiUing  that 
his  son  Henry  Lovering,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Conti- 
nental anny^  and  died  in  captivity;  and  that  his  said  son^s 
wages  had  been  drawn  by  a  forged  order: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to 
the  legal  representative  of  Henry  Lovering  aforesaid, 
deceased,  notes  of  the  same  amount,  tenor  and  date,  as  if 
the  aforesaid  notes  had  not  been  drawn  by  a  forged  order. 

March  17,  1786. 

Chapter  131. 

Cha^D  131  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
^  OP   EGREMOST,   DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    TO    CREDIT 

SAID   TOWN   FOR    BEEF.  TO    A    CERTAIN    AMOUNT,   AND   TO 
STAY  HIS  EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  o/*Egremont, 
praying  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be 
directed  to  credit  said  town  for  two  thousand  and  six  hun- 
dred pounds  of  beef  it  being  in  part  of  a  requisition  of  the 
General  Court,  the  25th  of  September,  Anno  Dmniniy 
1780, /or  which  quxintity  they  have  the  receipt  o/*  William 
Bacon,  agent  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  but  have  not  been 
credited  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Egremont  for  said 
beef.  Forty 'three  pounds,  six  shillings  and  eight  pence. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  stay  his 
execution  against  said  town  of  Egremont  for  deficiency  of 
beef,  eight  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

March  17, 1786. 
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Chapter  132. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF  ROBERT  MILLER,  GRANTING  CkUvASi 
HIM   EIGHTESy  POUNDS,  FOR   HIS  PENSION  FROM  THE  Ut  -^ 

OF  JANUARY,  1783,  TO  THE  Ist  OF  JANUARY,  1786,  AND 
AUTHORIZING  JOSHUA  BAYLEY  OSGOOD,  ESQ;  TO  RECEIVE 
THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Miller,  setting  forth  that  he 
lost  an  arm  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg,  in  the  year  1745, 
in  consideration  of  ivhich,  a  pension  of  Nine  pounds  per 
annum y  was  granted  him  by  this  government. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Robert  Miller ^  the  sum  of 
Eighteen  pounds^  in  full  for  his  pension,  from  the  first  day 
of  January^  1783,  to  the  first  day  of  January^  1785  ;  and 
that  Joshua  Bayley  Osgood^  Esq  ;  of  Biddeford^  agreeably 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  receive  the  same.  March  17^  1786. 

Chapter  133. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  OFFICERS,  SEAMEN,  AND  /^rx^^  "I  QQ 
MARINERS,    OF    THE    ARMED    SHIP    VENGEANCE,    LOST    AT  ^'^^F*^^"^ 
PENOBSCOT,  DIRECTING  THE   PAYMENT   OF  ANY  PORTAGE 
BILLS  EXHIBITED  FOR  PAYMENT,  PROPERLY  ATTESTED  AND 
PASSED  UPON  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  officers^  seamen,  and  mariners^  of 
the  armed  ship  Vengeance,  lost  at  Penobscot,  praying  for 
payment  of  their  ivageSy  according  to  agreement  ivith  the 
Board  of  War. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  a  portage  bill  of  any  private 
armed  ship,  lost  or  employed  in  the  expedition  against 
Penobscot,  shall  be  exhibited  for  payment,  and  it  shall 
appear,  by  producing  the  original  coqtract  made  with  the 
Board  of  War,  that  they  had  engaged  the  payment  of  such 
wages,  the  same  shall  be  attested,  under  oath,  by  the 
Captain,  or  the  eldest  surviving  officer;  and  it  shall  be 
examined,  and  passed  upon  by  the  Committee  on  accounts, 
and  that  there  shall  be  duplicates  of  the  portage  bills  so 
attested  and  examined,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  with 
the  Treasurer,  and  the  other  with  the  Secretary  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  pay  to  the  several  individuals,  borne  on  the 
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portage  bills  so  attested  and  examined,  or  their  lawful 
attorneys,  the  several  sums  which  shall  appear  to  be  due 
to  them,  in  government  securities,  of  the  same  form  and 
tenor  with  those  commonly  called  consolidated  notes. 

March  17,  1786. 

Chapter  134. 

Chav  134  RESOLVE  on  the  governor's  message,  making  provision 
-^*  for  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  who  have 

been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  united  states, 
appointing  john  lucas,  esq;  to  examine  the  claims 
of  said  persons,  and  directing  the  secretary  to 
record  all  certificates,  and  authorizing  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  to  form  such  invalids  as  are 
fit  for  garrison  duty,  into  corps,  consisting  of 
certain  numbers,  and  directing  the  secretary  to 
publish  this  resolve,  and  repealing  all  former 
resolves. 

}Vhereas  it  has  been  recommended  (o  the  several  States 
by  Congress,  by  their  resolve  of  the  1th  of  June,  1785,  to 
make  provision  for  the  officers^  soldiers  and  seamen,  icho 
have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates: 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  pJohn  Lucas,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
appointed,  authorized  and  directed,  to  receive  and  examine 
the  claims  of  all  persons,  both  officers,  soldiers  and  sea- 
men, resident  in  this  Commonwealth,  who  have  served  in 
the  array  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  militia 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  disabled 
in  the  said  service,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate  from 
the  commanding  officer,  or  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  ship, 
corps  or  company,  in  which  they  respectively  served ;  or 
from  a  physician  or  surgeon  of  a  military  hospital,  or  other 
good  and  sufficient  testimony,  setting  forth  his  disability, 
and  that  he  was  thus  disabled  while  in  the  service  afore- 
said ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  Lucas,  that  the 
person  producing  a  certificate  or  testimony  as  aforesaid, 
is  an  invalid  in  fact,  then  he  shall  give  to  such  person  a 
certificate,  in  which  shall  be  expressed  his  age  and  dis- 
ability, also  the  regiment,  company,  corps,  or  ship,  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  the  pay  to  which  he  is  entitled, 
agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  June  7th,  1785, 
to  the  directions  of  which  he  is  directed  strictly  to  con- 
form ;  and  he  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  certificate  to 
the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth. 
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And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  directed  to  record  all  such  certificates  as  shall 
be  transmitted  to  him  as  aforesaid,  in  a  book,  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose;  and  shall,  within  one  year  from  the 
passing  this  act,  make  and  transmit  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  a  complete  descriptive  list  of  all  persons 
certified  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  Governor  with 
the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  fully  authorized 
to  form  such  invalids  as  are  fit  for  garrison  duty,  into 
corps,  consisting  of  such  numbers  as  they  shall  judge 
most  convenient,  to  do  duty  in  such  place  within  this 
Commonwealth,  as  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  from 
time  to  time  order. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  all  invalids,  under  the 
aforesaid  description,  as  well  those  who  shall  be  formed 
into  corps,  as  those  who  shall  not,  shall  annually  apply 
themselves  to  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  the  same 
county  in  which  they  reside,  or  may  be  stationed,  and 
presenting  the  aforesaid  certificate,  shall  take  the  follow- 
ing oath,  viz. : 

You  A.  B.  do  swear  that  you  was  examined  by 
and  obtained  of  him  the  certificate  by  you  now  presented, 
that  the  same  was  by  him  signed,  (or  countersigned,  as 
the  case  may  be)  and  that  you  now  live  in 

And  such  Justice  shall  make  a  certificate  in  the  form 
following : 

ss.     On  the         day  of  A.  B.  came  before 

me  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  said 

county  of  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^  and  made 

oath  that  he  was   examined  by  appointed  by  the 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts y  for   that  purpose,  and 
obtained  a  certificate  (or  had  his  certificate  examined  and 
countersigned)  setting  forth  that  he  had  served  in 
that  he  was  disabled  by  and  that  he  now  lives  in  the 

and  in  the  county  of 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Which  certificate  said  Justice  shall  deliver  to  the  person 
making  oath  as  aforesaid ;  and  he  shall  transmit  a  copy 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  to  be 
by  him  recorded ;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to 
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make  out  a  complete  descriptive  list  of  all  pensioners  enrolled 
and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  and  the  same  annually  trans- 
mit to  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  shall  annually 
transmit  a  like  list  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  it  is  further  Besolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  in- 
dividuals, the  several  sums  affixed  to  their  names  respec- 
tively, on  such  rolls,  out  of  such  monies  as  shall  be  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose ;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
United  States,  provided  they  shall  personally  apply  for  the 
same,  and  produce  a  certificate  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  send  such  certificate,  accompanied 
with  an  order  for  the  payment  of  such  pension,  by  the  hand 
of  some  member  of  the  General  Court,  or  of  the, Council. 

And  be  it  further  Besolved,  That  all  the  resolves  here- 
tofore made  and  passed,  providing  for  the  officers,  soldiers 
and  seamen,  who  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  hereby  are,  so  far  repealed,  that  no  officer, 
soldier,  or  seaman,  of  the  above  description,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  any  pension,  in  consequence  of  the  said  resolves, 
that  shall  become  due  after  the  passing  of  this  resolve. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  cause  the  aforesaid  resolve, 
to  be  published  in  Adams  and  Nburse's,  Worcester^  Spring- 
field,  Plymouth  and  Falmouth  newspapers,  three  weeks 
successively.  March  17^  1786. 

Chapter  135. 

ChaT)  135  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  THOMAS  GARDNER,  EXEMPTING 
vj    u//.       u        ^j^^    FROM    PAYING    MINISTERIAL    TAXES    TO    THE    SOUTH 
PRECINCT  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  CAMBRIDGE, 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gardner,  praying  thai  he^ 
v:ith  the  lands  he  possesses,  muy  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  first  parish  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  for  reasons 
mentioned  in  his  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  estate  now  in  possession  of  the  said 
Thomas  Gardner,  that  descended  to  him  from  his  father, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  exempted  from  paying  any  ministerial 
taxes  to  the  south  precinct  in  the  town  of  Cambridge, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  natural  life  of  his  mother, 
Joanna  Gardner,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  17, 1786. 
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Chapter  136. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ELIZABETH  ROSS,  EMPOWERING  ChuV.lSG 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  ^* 

TO  ALLOW  A  FURTHER  TIME   TO   THE   COMMISSIONERS  ON 
THE  ESTATE  OF  EDWARD  MILLIKBN, 

On  the  petiti<yii  o/*  Elizabeth  Ross,  praying  that  a  further 
time  viay  be  allowed  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  estate  of 
Edward  Milliken,  late  o/* Scarborough,  deceased,  to  receive 
and  examine  the  claims  of  the  creditors  upon  said  estate : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Cumberland^  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  to  allow 
such  further  time  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  estate  of 
Edward  Milliken^  late  oi  Scarborough ^  deceased,  to  receive 
and  examine  the  claims  of  the  creditors  to  said  estate,  as 
he  may  judge  necessary.  March  20^  1786. 

Chapter  137. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  MORET,  DIRECTING  THE  ChaT}  137 
TREASURER   TO   RECEIVE    CERTAIN    PAPER   BILLS,  TO  THE  ^' 

AMOUNT    OF    TEN  POUNDS    IN   SPECIE,    AND   CREDIT    HIM 
WITH  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Morey,  praying  that  he  may 
have  liberty  to  pay  into  the  treasury  a  certain  sum  of  the 
old  emission  of  paper  currency^  amounting  to  Ten  pounds 
in  specie,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  receive  of  the  said  John  Morey ,  certain  paper 
bills  to  the  amount  of  Tenjyounds  in  specie,  and  credit  the 
said  John  Morey  therefor.  March  20 ^  1786. 

Chapter  138. 

RESOLVE  ENTITLING  MALACHI  BARROWS,  TO  ONE  FOURTH  Chan  1S8 
PART  OF  PAY  AS  A  SOLDIER,  FROM  THE  2l8T  OF  FEBRUARY,  ^'''^F*^^^ 
1780,  TILL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

On  the  representation  o/*  John  Lucas,  Esq;  Commissary 
of  Pensioners^  in  behalf  of  Malachi  Barrows,  a  soldier^ 
icho  was  wounded  while  in  the  sei'vice  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Malachi  Barrows,  be  entitled 
to  one  fourth  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  Fd)^'uary,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  or 
Congress.  March  20, 1786. 
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Chapter  139. 

ChaV.139  RESOLVE  on   the   petition    of   SAMUBL  CURTIS,  ESQ;  IN  BE- 
-^*  HALF   OF   THE    TOWN    OF    WORCESTER,    RESPECTING    THE 

REMOVAL  OF  CANNON  FROM  THE  TOWN  OF  GLOUCESTER, 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Curtis,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Worcester : 

Resolved^  That  the  Commissary  General,  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  cause  to  be  delivered,  at  the  town  of 
Worcester^  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  town,  the  two 
iron  cannon,  which  were  removed  from  thence  to  Gloucester^ 
in  the  year  1775,  with  carriages  and  apparatus,  in  as  good 
order  as  when  received  from  Worcester. 

March  20, 1786. 

Chapter  140. 

C%ai>.140  RESOLVE    ON  THE   PETITION    OF   ANTHOyT   WATERMAN  AND 
-^*  OTHERS.  AUTHORIZING  ZEBEDEE  SIMONDS  AND  OTHERS,  TO 

GIVE  AND  EXECUTE  A   GOOD   DEED   OF   THE   REAL   ESTATE 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Anthony  Waterman  and  others,  pray^ 
ing  Zebedee  Simonds  and  Marcy  Waterman,  Guardians  to 
the  heirs  of  Nathaniel  and  Abijah  Waterman,  deceased^ 
may  be  authorized  to  give  deeds  of  certain  lands,  as  set 
forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  Zebedee  iSimonds  and  Marcy  Water- 
man,  Guardians  to  the  minors,  children  of  the  said 
Nathaniel  Waterman  and  Abijah  Waterman,  deceased, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
give  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  of 
conveyance  to  Asa  Waterman  and  John  Wortei'man,  of  the 
two  twelfth  parts  of  the  real  estate,  lately  belonging  to 
Nathaniel  Watennan  and  Abijah  Waterman,  deceased, 
which  were  bequeathed  to  them,  by  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  their  father  Thomas  Waterman,  deceased; 
and  also  to  sell  and  convey  to  the  said  Asa  and  John 
Waterman,  by  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds,  the  two 
eighth  parts  of  the  real  estate  of  Thomas  Waterman,  the 
son,  deceased,  intestate,  which,  on  his  decease,  fell  one 
eighth  part  to  N^athaniel  Waterman,  since  deceased; 
and  the  other  eighth  to  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Waterman, 
deceased ;  the  said  Asa  and  John  paying  therefor,  to  the 
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said  Zebedee  Simonds  and  Marcy  Waterman^  the  full  sum 
at  which  the  said  two  eighths  were  appraised ;  they^  the  said 
Zebedee  and  Marcy y  first  giving  bond,  with  suflBcient  surety, 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  oi Plymouth^  that  the 
money,  which  shall  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  two  eighth 
parts  of  the  estate  aforesaid,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  minors  aforesaid. 

March  20,  US6. 

Chapter  141. 

EBSOLVB  ox  THE  PETITION  OF  GILBERT  DSNCH,  EMPOWERING  C%a».141 
HIM    TO   BE-ENTEE    AN    ACTION    FOR    THE    REASONS    SET  ■^' 

FORTH. 

Wkej^eas  it  appears  to  the  General  Court,  that  at  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden  at  Northampton,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
August  last  past  ^ThomdA  L.  VfhMhecik  recovered  judgment 
against  Gilbert  Dench,  on  a  note  of  hand  given  by  the  said 
Dench  to  the  said  Whitbeck, /or /or^y  bushels  of  salt ;  and 
it  appearing  reasonable,  that  there  should  be  a  trial  of 
the  action  aforesaid,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Gilbert  Dench,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  empowered  to  rcrenter  the  said  action  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  next  to  be  holden  at  Springfield,  within 
and  for  the  same  county,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May 
next;  and  the  said  Court  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  proceed  thereon  according  to  law  and  the  rules 
of  the  said  Court,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  action 
had  been  regularly  continued  in  said  Court,  he,  the  said 
Dench,  serving  the  said  Whitbeck,  or  Samuel  Fowler,  Esq ; 
attorney  to  the  said  Whitbeck,  with  an  attested  copy  of  this 
resolve,  twenty  days  at  least  before  the  same  Court,  and 
that  the  execution  on  the  said  judgment  be  stayed  in  the 
mean  time.  March  20, 1786. 

Chapter  148. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMBS  HUGHES,  EMPOWERING  rri^^  I4.O 
THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  OF  ESSEX  COUNTY,  TO  EXAMINE  ^'*»P-'-*^ 
THE  CLAIMS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  0/"  James  Hughes,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Peter  Hughes,  late  of  Boston,  deceased,  praying 
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that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  might 
be  empowered  to  direct  the  Commissioners  on  the  estate 
of  Jeremiah  Lee,  Esq;  late  of  Marblehead,  to  receive, 
examine  and  allow  the  claims  of  the  said  petitioner^  so  far 
as  they  may  appear  just. 

Resolved^  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Essex^  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to 
authorize  the  said  CommissioDers  on  the  estate  of  the  said 
Jeremiah  Lee^  Esq ;  to  receive  and  examine  such  claims 
as  the  said  James  Hughes ^  administrator  as  aforesaid,  may 
exhibit  against  the  said  estate,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
they  had  been  timely  presented  therefor,  and  to  allow  the 
said  Commissioners  such  further  time  for  that  purpose,  as 
he  shall  judge  necessary.  March  20^  17S6, 

Chapter  143. 

ChaV  143  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  PRINCB  TOBBT,  IN  BEHALF  OF 
•^'  THE  TOWN   OF    COyWAT,   DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER  TO 

CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  IN  THE  TAX  GRANTED  IN  1783,  FOR  THE 
DEFICIENCY  OF  ONE  THREE  MONTHS  MAN. 

On  the  petition  of  Prince  Tobey,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Conway,  praying  for  the  abatement  of  a  fine  laid  on  said 
town  for  the  deficiency  of  one  three  months  man^  which  it 
now  appears  said  town  of  Conway  did  actually  procure  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed 
to  credit  the  town  of  Conway  the  sum  of  Seven  pounds  and 
seven  pence,  in  the  State  tax  granted  in  March  1783,  it 
being  the  fine  for  the  deficiency  of  one  three  months  man, 
any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  20, 1786, 

Chapter  144. 

Chat)  144  RESOLVE    respecting    fire    arms,    delivered    TO     MAJOR 
^'  ILSLET  AND  GENERAL  PREBLE,  TO  NOTIFY   THE    TOWN  OF 

FALMOUTH  TO  SHEW  CAUSE  WHY  THEY  SHOULD  NOT  AC- 
COUNT AND  PAY  FOR  SAID  ARMS,  AND  DIRECTING  THE 
SECRETARY  TO  CAUSE  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  SAID  TOWN  TO 
BE  SERVED  WITH  A  COPY  OF  THIS  ORDER. 

Whereas  the  Committee  appointed  to  make  inquiry  con- 
ceiming  forty-seven  fire  arms  supposed  to  have  been  deliv^ 
ered  to  Jlfa/or  Daniel  Ilsley ;  and  thirty^three  delivered  the 
Honourable  Jedediah  Preble,  have  reported  that  neither 
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the  said  Daniel  Ilsley,  nor  the  administrators  of  the  said 
Preble  are  accountable  for  said  fire  arms;  but  that  it 
appears  most  probable^  that  the  town  of  Falmouth  had  the 
benefit  of  the  forty-seven  fire  ai^ms  supposed  to  have  been 
delivered  to  the  said  Ilsley  : 

Ordered^  That  the  town  of  Falmouth  be  notified  to 
shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  they  should  not  Sccount 
and  pay  for  said  forty-seven  fire  arms,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court. 

And  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
directed  to  cause  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Falmouth 
to  be  served  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  fifteen  days  before 
the  said  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Court,  March  20 j  1786. 

Chapter  145. 

MESSAGE  FROM   HIS   EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR,  BY  THE  rinT^ld.^ 
SECRETARY.  K^nap.l*±0 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^ 

By  a  message  of  the  seventh  instant,  I  informed  you  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia ^  pro- 
posing a  convention  of  Commissioners  from  the  several 
States  in  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  framing  and  adopt- 
ing an  uniform  system  of  commercial  regulations  through- 
out all  the  States ;  and  that,  although  an  official  account 
of  it  had  not  been  received,  there  was  satisfactory  evi- 
dence it  had  been  passed. 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  you.  Gentlemen,  that  I  have  just 
had  letters,  dated  at  Richmond  in  Virginia ^  the  23d  of 
February^  from  Governor  Henry ^  and  from  Mr.  7?an- 
dolph^  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  that  State,  enclosing  an  authenticated  copy  of  that 
resolution  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  and  appointing  the 
convention  to  be  held  the  first  Monday  in  September  next, 
at  the  city  of  Annapolis^  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

As  the  result  of  this  proposal  may  be  the  establishment 
of  an  uniform  permanent  system  of  commercial  regulations 
through  all  the  States,  which  may  promote  and  secure  the 
interest  of  the  whole,  and  more  firmly  cement  the  Union  ; 
you  will  permit  me.  Gentlemen,  to  recommend  with  great 
earnestness,  a  compliance  with  the  proposal. 

James  Bowdoin. 
Council  Chamber,  March  20 j  1786» 


916  1785,  —  February  Sessiox. 


Chapter  146. 

Chap.l4i6  RESOLVE  granting  to  dr.  jony  warren,  tbree  husdmd 

^  POUNDS,  FOR  VISITS,  MEDICINE  AND  ATTENDANCE  TO  THE 

POOR  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

On  the  petition  of  Doctor  John  Warren,  praying  he  may 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  Eight  hundred  fifty-eight  pounds, 
three  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  visits^  medicine  and 
attendance  to  the  poor  of  the  Commonwealth  ^  in  the  torn 
of  Boston  y  from  May  2,  1782,  to  May  7th,  1783. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  petitioner,  the  sum  of 
TJiree  hundred  pounds^  in  full  of  his  account,  exhibited  for 
visits,  medicine  and  attendance,  to  the  poor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  the  town  of  Boston^  from  May  2d,  1782, 
to  May  7th,  1783.  Mardi  20, 1786. 

Chapter  147. 

Chav  147  RESOLVE  on  the  PErmoN  of  josbph  tvrigbt,  discharg- 

^*  ING  HIM  FROM  AN  EXECUTION. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Wright,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  an  eooecution  for  th^  sum  q/*  Fifty  pounds,  in 
favour  of  the  Collector  of  the  Impost  and  Excise  in  the 
county  q/^  Berkshire,  ybr  reasons  stated  in  his  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Excise  Master  aforesaid,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  and  required  to  discharge  said  execution,  aud 
deliver  the  said  Joseph  the  note  given  for  the  payment  of 
said  execution,  he,  the  said  Joseph,  paying  all  legal  costs 
which  have  arisen  in  consequence  thereof. 

March  21, 1786. 

Chapter  148* 

Cfhan  148  resolve  for  repealing  a  resolve  in  favour  of  thomas 

-^  *  GARDNER,  AND  EXEMPTING  HIS  POLL  OR  POLLS,  AND  REAL 

AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE,  FROM  PAYING  MINISTERIAL  TAXES 
TO  THE  SOUTH  PRECINCT  IN  CAMBRIDGE,  DURING  A  CER- 
TAIN TIME. 

Whereas  the  General  Court  on  the  seventeenth  instant, 
passed  a  resolve,  exempting  Thomas  Gardners/row  j?ay/n? 
any  ministerial  taxes  to  the  south  parish  in  the  town  of 


1786.  —  February  Session.  917 

Cambridge  ;  and  the  said  resolve  does  not  answer  the  pur- 
poses intended:  Therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  said  resolve,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby 
repealed. 

And  it  is  further  Besolved,  That  the  said  Thomas 
Gardner^  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  exempted,  with  his  poll  or 
polls,  and  real  and  personal  estate,  from  paying  any  min- 
isterial taxes  to  the  south  precinct  in  the  town  of  (7am- 
bridge^  during  the  continuance  of  the  natural  life  of  his 
mother,  Joanna  Gardner^  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. March  21 ,  1 786. 

Chapter  149. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OP  CHARLES  OOODRICB,  ESQ;  IN  (Jhat)  149 
BEHALF   OF   THE    TOWN    OF   PITTSFJELD,    DIRECTING   THE  ^' 

TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  WITH  EIGHTEEN  HUN- 
DRED POUNDS  OF  BEEF,  AMOUNTING  TO   THIRTY  POUNDS. 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  Goodrich,  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Pittsfield,  praying  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
said  petition^  that  said  town  may  be  credited  for  eighteen 
hundred  pounds  f^  beef  And  whereas  it  appears  to  this 
Court y  that  said  town  did  deliver  said  beef  but  have  not 
been  credited  for  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  said  town  of  Pittsfield,  for 
eighteen  hundred  pounds  of  beef,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  Thirty  pounds,  being  part  of  what  was  required  of  them 
by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  22d  day  of 
Deceinber,  1780.  March  21,  1786. 

-  — ~ —  t 

Chapter  150. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  Chnn  1  ^0 
OF  BATH,  REMITTING  A  FINE.  Kjnu£f.kO\J 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selecttnen  of  the  town  of  Bath, 
praying  that  their  proportion  of  Tax  No.  S^for  the  year 
1783,  for  three  years  men,  may  be  remitted  unto  said 
town : 

liesolved,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  same  be  granted,  and  that  their  proportion 
of  the  tax  for  three  years  men,  in  the  year  1783,  be  re- 
mitted to  the  sriid  town,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed 
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to  credit  said  town  for  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  and  six 
jpoundsj  sixteen  sJiiUingSy  being  their  proportion  of  the  tax 
aforesaid,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March  21, 1786. 

Chapter  151. 

Chap.\5l  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BLJHU  ELY  OF  JVBST  SPRjyG- 
^  FIELD,  FOR  SALE  OF  LAND. 

On  the  petition  of  Elihu  Ely,  of  West  Springfield,  in 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  Hadassah,  his  wife,  repre- 
senting that  the  said  Hadassah  inherits,  by  the  last  will 
of  her  late  grandfather,  Able  Chapin,  late  of  Springfield, 
divers  tracts  of  land  in  said  Springfield,  and  praying  for 
liberty  that  the  same  may  be  conveyed,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  their  petition. 

liesolved,  That  Capt.  Phineas  Chapin,  of  said  Spring- 
field,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
sell  and  convey  the  lands  aforesaid,  of  the  said  Hadassah, 
and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or 
deeds  thereof,  he,  the  said  Phineas,  first  giving  a  written 
promise  to  the  said  Elihu  and  Hadassak,  to  lay  out  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  th6  said  lands,  in  the  purchase  of 
other  lands,  the  fee  simple  estate  whereof  to  be  vested  in 
the  said  Hadassah,  her  heirs  and  assigns. 

March  21,  1786. 


Chap.\52 


Chapter  152. 

RESOLVE  ESTABLISHING  THE  PAY  OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON 
ACCOUNTS. 

Pesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  the  sura  of  one  shilling,  to  each  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee^  on  Accounts,  for  each  day's 
attendance  upon  that  Committee,  at  the  last  and  present 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  in  addition  to  their  pay  as 
members  of  the  Court,  in  full  for  that  service. 

March  21, 1786. 


Cha2y.l53 


Chapter  153. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDI- 
CIAL COURT,  TO  ESTIMATE  THE  VALUE  OF  CERTAIN  NOTES. 

Whereas  several  of  the  persons  appointed  by  an  act, 
passed  in  the  year  1780,  to  return  into  the  Secretary's 
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office  the  average  price  of  Com^  Beef  Sheep^s  wool  and   % 
Sole  leather,  have  neglected  to  make  such  returns. 

Resolved^  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and  directed 
to  estimate  the  value  of  certain  notes,  given  to  this  State's 
quota  of  the  Continental  army,  which  value  was  to  be 
determined  by  the  price  of  the  articles  above  mentioned, 
from  such  returns  as  they  have  or  may  receive,  and  their 
own  judgment  in  the  premises.  March  21^  1786. 

Chapter  154. 

RESOLVE  MAKING  AN  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  CASTLE  WILLIAM.  QJiaV.154: 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  for  the 'safety  and  good  of  the 
Commonwealth^  that  the  Castle  in  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
should  continue  to  be  garrisoned  with  officers  and  matrosses; 
and  the  establishment  made  October  25,  1782,  is  expired: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
for  the  said  purpose, 

One  Captain, 

One  Captain  Lieutenant, 

One  First  Lieutenant, 

One  Gunner,  to  be  commissioned  as  Second  Lieutenant, 

One  Chaplain, 

Three  Quarter  Gunners, 

Four  Serjeants, 

Four  Corporals, 

One  Drum, 

One  Fife, 

Fifty  Privates ;  to  be  properly  organized  into  one  com- 
pany, the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  to  be 
enlisted  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, to  do  garrison  and  fatigue  duty  at  the  said  fort ; 
the  said  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  not  to  be 
called  off  from  the  said  duty  for  any  other  than  what  be- 
longs to  the  said  fort :  and  that  the  following  establishment 
be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  men,  who  shall  compose  the 
said  company,  viz, : 

Captain,  Twelve  pounds  ipeic  mox^ih. 

Captain  Lieutenant,  Nine  pounds  per  month. 

First  Lieutenant,  Six  pounds  per  month. 

Gunner,  commissioned  as  Second  Lieutenant,  Five 
pounds  per  month. 

Chaplain,  Seven  pounds^  ten  shillings,  per  month. 
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Each  Quarter  GuDner,  Two  pounds^  ten  diillings^  per 
month. 

Each  Serjeant,  Two  pounds^  eight  shillings^  per  month. 

Each  Corporal,  Two  pounds y  four  shillings ^  per  month. 

Each  Drum  and  Fife,  Two  pounds^  four  sJiillings,  per 
month. 

Each  Matross,  Forty  shillings  per  month. 

Overseer  of  the  Convicts,  Fourpounds^  ten  shillings^  per 
month. 

And  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private,  in  the 
said  company,  shall  receive  one  suit  of  cloaths  a  year  for 
each  year  they* shall  continue  in  the  said  service,  and  the 
pay  of  each  officer  and  soldier  shall  be  made  them  quarterly. 

Resolved^  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  Council,  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  as  a  Chaplain  to  the  garrison  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  person,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  fore- 
going; resolve,  to  officiate  as  Chaplain  to  the  garrison  on 
Castle  Island  in  the  harbour  oi  Boston ^  to  reside  constantly 
on  the  said  island,  and  there  to  perform  divine  service,  by 
preaching  to,  and  praying  with  the  sai(\  garrison,  every 
Lord's  day  ;  and  also  by  praying  with  them  every  morning 
and  evening,  at  proper  and  stated  hours,  on  week  days, 
unless  necessarily  prevented ;  and  to  perform  all  other 
duties  of  religion  and  piety,  that  may  best  tend  to  pro- 
mote virtue  and  good  morals  in  the  said  garrison.  And 
the  Commissary  General  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  provide,  on  the  said  island,  such  decent  accommoda- 
tions for  such  Chaplain,  when  appointed,  as  may  be  suit- 
able to  his  character  and  profession.        March  21  j  1786. 

Chapter  155. 

OhaV  155  MESSAGE   FROM    HIS   EXCELLENCY   THE    GOVERNOR,    BY   THE 
-^*       *  SECRETARY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  f 
A  number  of  persons,  who  appear  to  be  inhabitants  of 
Moose  Island,  in  the  bay  Passamaquoddy,  have  by  their  let- 
ter of  the  third  of  January ,  just  received,  represented,  that 
the  officers  of  the  neighbouring  British  province  of  New 
Bimnswicky  are  pursuing  every  method  to  subjugate  them. 
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and  that  several  writs  had  been  executed  upon  them  ;  im- 
ploring the  interposition  of  this  government,  and  that  such 
steps  may  be  immediately  taken,  as  are  necessary  to  quiet 
their  minds,  and  give  them  full  possession  of  their  rights 
in  the  said  island :  as  you  will  observe  by  their  said  letter. 

This  matter,  in  consequence  of  former  similar  repre- 
sentations, has  been  at  your  request,  laid  before  Congress, 
and  as  it  is  in  a  train  of  settlement,  there  seems  to  be 
nothing  further  necessary  to  be  done,  but  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  those  inhabitants,  by  informing  them,  that 
Congress  had  taken  measures  to  procure  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  dividing  line  between  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  said  province  of  New  Bruiia- 
wick;  to  commend  them  for  their  resolution,  that  no 
allurements  or  threats  shall  induce  them  to  forsake  that 
system  and  constitution,  by  which  they  very  justly  think 
their  natural  rights  and  privileges  will  be  secured ;  and  to 
exhort  them  to  abide  by  that  resolution. 

The  said  letter,  Gentlemen,  is  laid  before  you,  for  your 
determination  concerning  it.  j^^^^^  BowDom. 

Council  Chamber,  March  21  ^  1786. 

Chapter  156. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   OF  JOSIAH  HATDEN,  COLLECTOR  nhnqy  \KQ 
OF    WILUAMSBVRGB,  DIRECTING    THE  TREASURER  TO  RE-  -^* 

CEIVE  A  CERTAIN  SUM  IN  CONTINENTAL  DOLLARS,  PART  OF 
THE  TAX  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Josiah  Hay  den.  Collector  for  the 
town  of  Williamsburgh,  j?rayin5'  that  the  Treasurer  might 
receive  Fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Continental 
dollars,  on  a  tax  committed  to  him  to  collect  for  the  year 
1779,  JVb.  3,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be  di- 
rected to  receive  of  Josiah  Hayden^  Collector  of  WtlliamS" 
burghy  Fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Continental 
dollars,  in  part  of  the  tax  committed  to  him  to  collect,  and 
as  there  remains  due.  Three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-seven  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  old  Continental 
money,  that  he  be  held  to  pay  to  the  above  said  Treasurer 
the  sum  of  Forty-four  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  nine 
pence^  specie,  in  full  discharge  of  the  said  tax. 

March  22, 1786. 
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Chapter  157. 

Chav  157  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  danibl  wiy Chester,  in  be- 

-^*  HALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SOUTH  BRIMFIELD,  DIRECTING  THE 

TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  THE   MONEY  MENTIONED  ON  AC- 
COUNT OF  A  BEEF  TAX,  GRANTED  IN  1780. 

On  the  petition  of  Daniel  Winchester,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  South  Brimfield. 

Resolved^  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition, 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  receive  of  the  town  of  South  Brimfield^  Twelve 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds^  Continental 
money,  and  to  give  credit  to  the  said  town  therefor,  the 
sum  of  One  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds^  eleven  shillings, 
in  part  of  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds, 
four  shillings^  for  which  an  execution  has  been  issued 
against  the  said  town  of  South  Brimfieldy  on  account  of  a 
Beef  tax  granted  in  December ^  1780.       March  22 ^  1786. 

Chapter  158. 

Chap.158  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BBENEZER  PEIRCE,  OF  PAR- 
TRIDQBFIELD,  GRANTING  HIM  FIVE  POUNDS,  FOUR  SHIL- 
LINGS, BEING  THE  AMOUNT  OF  OUTSTANDING  TAXES 
ASSESSED  UPON  SUNDRY  LOTS  OF  LAND,  WHICH  BELONGED 
TO  ABSENTEES. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Peirce,  in  behalf  of  the 
Proprietors  of  the  town  of  Partridgefield  : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  the  Proprietors  of  the  said  town  of  Partridgefield,  the 
sum  of  Five  pounds^  four  shillings j  being  the  amount  of 
outstanding  taxes  assessed  upon  sundry  lotsof  land,  which 
belonged  to  absentees,  and  have  been  sold  for  the  use  of 
this  Commonwealth.  March  22y  1786. 

Chapter  159. 

ChaV  159  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  JOHN  GOULD,  DIRECTING  THE 
-^*  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  A  CERTAIN   SUM.   IN   DISCHAEGB 

OF  THE  TAXES  COMMITTED  TO  HIM  TO  COLLECT. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Gould,  of  Maiden,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  said  petition  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  I)e, 
and  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  of  John  Goulds  Six 
pounds^  nineteen  shillings  and  tenpence^  in  full  discharge  of 
the  taxes  conjmitted  to  him  to  collect.       March  22 ^  1786. 
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Chapter  160. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BRIDGET  OILMAN,  (JhapX^O 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Oourt^  that  Daniel  Gilman, 
late  of  Exeter,  has  absconded  and  left  his  wife  and  three 
small  children^  destitute  of  any  support^  and  that  he  is  not 
likely  to  return  to  his  said  family y  or  afford  them  any  sup- 
port:  TTierefore 

Resolved  J  That  Bridget  Gilman^  wife  of  the  said  Daniel^ 
be  SO  far  considered  as  a  femme  sole^  as  to  be,  and  she 
hereby  is,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  demand,  sue 
for,  and  recover,  in  her  own  name,  and  to  her  use,  any 
estate,  real  or  personal,  which  she  would  have  been  enti- 
tled to,  if  she  had  not  intermarried  with  the  said  Daniel ^ 
and  to  commence,  and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  and 
execution,  any  action  or  actions,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  Daniel  was  dead ;  and 
the  said  Bridget  is  further  authorized  and  empowered  to 
sell  and  convey  any  estate,  which  descended  to  her  from 
her  late  father,  her  intermarriage  with  the  said  Daniel 
notwithstanding.  March  22 ^  1786. 


Chapter  161. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  THOMPSON,  ADMIN-  Q^av)  161 
ISTRATOR  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  HANNAH  JOHNSON,  EMPOW-  -^* 

ERING  HIM  TO  SELL  HER  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Thompson,  praying  that 
licence  may  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  certain  real  estate^ 
mentioned  in  his  said  petition. 

Resolved^  That  Samuel  Thompson^  administrator  upon 
the  estate  of  Hannah  Johnson^  late  of  Wbbum^  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex y  widow,  deceased,  intestate,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  licenced  to  make  sale  of  the 
real  estate  of  the  said  Hannah  Johnson^  for  the  most  the 
same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  deed  or  deeds 
thereof;  the  said  Samuel  observing  the  rules  and  direc- 
tions of  the  law,  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors 
and  administrators ;  and  first  giving  security  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate,  for  the  county  of  Middlesex ^  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to  law. 

March  22, 1786. 
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Chapter  162. 

Ckap.162  RESOLVE    ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS    OF    DEER 
^  ISLAyn,  GRANTING  AND  CONFIRMING  ONE  HUNDRED  ACRES 

OF  LAND  TO  EACH  OF  SAID  SETTLERS.  ON  CONDITION. 

Whereas  U  appears  to  this  Courts  from  a  survey  and 
plan  of  a  certain  island^  lying  within  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, called  Deer  Island,  taken  by  Bufus  Putnam,  Esq  ; 
in  the  year  1785,  together  with  a  small  island  lying  near 
the  west  shore  of  the  said  Deer  Island,  called  Sheep  Island, 
that  the  said  islands  contain  in  the  whole^  sixteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy^six  acres^  whereon  were  eighty 
settlersj  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1784 ;  and  where-- 
a«  Joseph  Tyler  and  others ^  settlers  on  the  said  islands^ 
have  petitioned  this  Court  for  a  grant  of  the  same,  to 
themy  their  heirs  and  assigns:   Therefore 

Resolvedj  That  there  be,  and  there  is,  hereby  granted 
and  confirmed  to  the  said  Joseph  Tyler^  and  the  other 
settlers,  who  settled  thereon  and  made  a  separate  improve- 
ment before  the  first  day  of  January  1784,  their  heira 
and  assigns,  one  hundred  acres  each,  to  hold  in  severalty » 
to  be  laid  out  so  as  to  include  their  respective  improve- 
ments, as  a  compensation  for  settlement;  on  condition, 
that  the  aforesaid  settlers  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  for 
the  survey,  and  other  charges.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds^  in  specie,  with  interest  until  paid  ;  provided  that 
where  any  original  settler  has  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of  his  improvements,  the  purchaser  of  such  improvements, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  hold  the  same  lands  which  such 
oi:iginal  settler  would  have  held  by  virtue  of  this  resolve, 
if  there  had  been  no  such  sale  or  disposition. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  the  remainder  of  the  said 
Deer  Island,  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances 
to  the  same  belonging,  be,  and  is,  hereby  granted  and 
confirmed  to  the  said  Joseph  Tyler  and  Mark  Haskell^ 
Joseph  Colbey,  John  Campbell,  Charles  Pressey,  Ignatius 
Haskell,  Thomas  Saunders,  Edward  Haskell,  Joshua  Has- 
kell,  Thomas  Haskell,  Jonathan  Eaton,  Ezekiel  Marshall, 
George  Tyler,  Thomas  8tinson,jun.,  Belcher  Tyler,  Nathan 
Dow,  John  Pressey,  Thomas  Stinson,  Nathan  Glosson, 
Elijah  Donham,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Levi  Carman,  Ezra 
Howard,  Ambrose  Colby,  Nathaniel  Bray,  Robert  Nason, 
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Benjamin  CoIBj  Ezekiel  Moory^  John  Hooper^  Lot  Curtis^ 
Chase  Presseyy  Thomas  Saunders^  Samuel  Trundayj  John 
liaynes^  Samuel  JRayneSy  Thomas  Smalley^  Job  Smal-- 
leyy  Charles  SeUerSy  Josiah  Crocket^  Thomas  Bobbins^ 
William  BabbagCy  Joseph  Whitmore^  William  Green- 
lawy  George  Freas^  Coriney  Babbage^  John  Freas^  Peter 
Hardy  J  Jeremiah  Eaton  ^  William  Eaton^  John  Glosson^ 
Thomas  Thompson ^  Bobert  Linn^  Marcy  Staples^  Charles 
Greenlaw^  Simon  Fowler y  David  Torey^  Jonathan  Torey^ 
Samuel  Crombie^  Joseph  Donham^  their  heirs  and  assigns ; 
on  condition,  that  they  appropriate  three  hundred  acres  oif 
land  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  and  three  hundred  acres 
for  the  use  of  a  grammar  school,  and  that  they  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  within  one  year  from 
the  time  of  passing  this  resolve,  One  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-one  pounds^  eight  shillings^  in  consolidated 
securities  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  interest* 

The  said  Beer  Island  and  JSheep  Island^  granted  as 
aforesaid,  are  bounded  as  follows,  viz. :  northeasterly  on 
Eggamogan  Beach ^  which  separates  Deer  Island  from 
township  No.  4,  laying  between  Penobscot  Biver,  and 
Union  liivery  beginning  at  Hardy's  Pointy  at  the  north 
end  of  the  said  island  ;  from  thence  running  southeasterly 
by  several  headlands,  to  CampbeWs  Point;  from  thence 
southwesterly  to  the  northwest  point  of  CampbeWs  Island; 
thence  by  the  westerly  and  southwest  shore  of  CampbeWs 
Islandy  to  the  south  extreme  of  the  same ;  from  thence 
easterly,  passing  on  the  southerly  side  of  island  By  as 
marked  in  the  said  plan,  to  the  northeast  point  of  Stinson^s 
Neck;  from  thence  southerly  touching  the  extreme  head- 
lands of  Stinson's  Neck^  to  the  most  southerly  point  there- 
of;  from  thence  southwesterly  to  the  east  point  of  Bavig^s 
Neck;  from  thence  southerly  to  the  southeast  point  of 
Deer  Island;  from  thence  southwesterly  and  westerly, 
touching  the  extreme  headlands  of  Deer  Island^  to  a  point 
thereof  opposite  Crotch  Idand^  by  Deer  Island  Thorough- 
fare; from  thence  northwesterly,  to  the  west  point  of 
Deer  Island y  near  the  southwest  harbour;,  from  thence 
northerly,  touching  the  west  extreme  of  Sheep  Island 
to  Donham's  Pointy  or  Bagged  Head;  from  thence  north- 
easterly, touching  the  east  extreme  of  Cranne  Island  to 
Hardy's  Point  aforesaid ;  which  description  includes  Deer 
Island  Proper^  Greenlaw  Neck,  Stinson's  Neck,  Bavigt^s 
Neck,  and  Sheep  Island,  which  lays  near  the  west  shore  of 
Deer  Island.  March  22, 1786. 
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Chapter  163. 

Chap.lSS  RESOLVE  ON  NATHANIEL  BATONS  PETITION,  DIRECTING  THE 
^  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  A  NOTE  OP  THE    SAME   TENOR    AND 

DATE   WITH  THE  NOTE  LOST,  GIVING  SECURITY. 

On  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Eaton,  setting  forth  that 
in  December,  1781,  he  was  in  possession  of  a  specie  note 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  sum  q/"  Mine  pounds,  tive 
Khillings  and  eleven  pence,  without  any  interest  having 
been  endorsed,  given  to  James  Rix,  a  soldier  in  Col.  Wes- 
son's regiment,  and  that  by  accident  said  note  was  throtcn 
into  the  fire,  and  totally  destroyed,  and  praying  that 
another  note  may  be  given  him,  of  like  tenor  and  date  with 
that  which  was  burned: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  issue  to  the  said  Nathaniel 
Eaton,  a  note  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  with  the  note 
aforesaid,  the  petitioner  giving  security  to  the  Treasurer 
to  reimburse  the  same  in  case  the  note  said  to  have  been 
destroyed,  should  hereafter  be  offered  at  the  treasury  for 
payment,  March  22, 1786. 

Chapter  164. 

Chan  l(>i  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  THOMAS  murphy,  DIRECTING 
^      "  THE  TREASURER  TO  DELIVER  NOTES  TO  SAID  MDRPHT,  TO 

THE  SAME   AMOUNT  AS  IF  NONE  HAD  BEEN  ISSUED. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Murphy,  setting  forth,  that 
he  was  a  soldier  in  Col,  Crane's  regiment  of  artillery,  and 
that  his  wages  have  been  drawn  by  one  William  Bennet, 
from  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  a  forged  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the 
said  Thomas  Murphy,  notes  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the 
same  amount,  as  if  none  had  ever  been  issued  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  aforesaid  Murphy'' s  wages.     March  22, 1 7&6. 

Chapter  165. 

Chan  Ifi'J  RESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  receive  of  Joseph 

^    ^  BAKER,   A   SUM    IN   ARMY  NOTES   OR   OTHER    NOTES,   AND 

TO  DELIVER  THE  BOND  HERETOFORE  GIVEN  FOR  THE  HAL- 
ANCE  OF  THE  ACCOUNT  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  in  the  settlement 
of  accounts  between  this  Commonwealth  and  3 o^^^h  Baker, 


1785.  —  Februakt  Session.  927 

late  a  Commissary  of  Purchases^  the  said  seUlement  in 
some  respects  was  made  in  a  manner  unfavorable  to  the 
said  Baker,  and  that  he  had  until  the  year  1781,  monies 
in  advance  for  the  benefit  of  this  Commonwealth^  and 
probably  sustained  loss  from  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  which  he  then  received: 

Therefore  Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  of  the 
said  Joseph  Bakery  the  sum  of  One  thousand  five  hundred 
and  nine  pounds^  sixteen  shillings  and  three  pence,  in  the 
army  notes,  or  other  notes  given  by  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  for  specie,  which  are  now  due,  and  upon 
which  the  interest  remains  unpaid,  from  the  tenth  day  of 
Febi^uary,  1783,  or  in  case  the  interest  has  been  paid,  the 
Treasurer  is  directed  to  receive  a  sum  in  specie,  or  orders 
therefor  on  Collectors,  equal  to  the  interest  so  paid :  — 
And  the  said  Treasurer,  upon  receiving  the  said  sum  of 
One  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine  pounds^  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  three  pence^  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  with  the 
interest  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
said  Joseph  Baker,  the  bond  heretofore  given  by  him  for 
the  balance  of  the  account  above  mentioned. 

March  22,  1786. 


Chapter  166. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE,  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
CONVICTS  CONFINED  ON  CASTLE  ISLAND,  APPOINTING  A 
COMMITTEE  TO  DETERMINE  ON  A  PLAN  OF  A  PRISON  FOR 
THEM,  AND  GRANTING  FOUR  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  THE 
COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  FURNISH  MATERIALS. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  at  the  last 
sitting  of  this  Court,  to  whom  was  committed  the  con- 
sideration of  that  part  of  the  Governor's  message  of  the 
5th  of  last  November,  which  respected  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  convicts  confined  to  hard  labour  on  Castle  Island, 
in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  have  attended  that  service,  and 
ask  leave  to  report.  — That  they  have,  agreeable  to  their 
appointment,  visited  the  said  Island  in  the  recess  of  the 
Court,  and  carefully  examined  the  state  and  circumstances 
of  the  prisoners,  now  under  confinement  there,  and  also 
the  condition  of  the  barracks  in  which  they  are  at  present 
lodged ;  and  find  that  the  buildings  now  erected  on  that 
Island,  are  by  no  means  adapted  to,  or  sufficient  for  the 
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safe  keeping  of  the  convicts  that  are  now  there.  And 
whereas  among  the  number  of  convicts  from  ail  parts  of 
this  State,  who  are  or  may  be  sentenced  to  be  confined  to 
hard  labour  on  that  Island,  there  will  probably  be  many 
persons  of  the  *'  most  flagitious  and  abandoned  characters, 
ready  to  attempt  the  most  desperate  measures  for  procur- 
ing their  liberty;"  the  Committee  therefore  ask  leave 
further  to  report  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  said  convicts,  and 
for  the  security  of  the  garrison,  that  a  prison  be  forthwith 
built,  on  some  convenient  part  of  Castle  Island^  within 
the  harbour  of  Boston^  of  sufScient  bigness  and  stren^h, 
to  contain  and  secure  such  a  number  of  convicts,  as  may 
be  likely,  at  any  one  time,  to  be  under  sentence  of  con- 
finement to  hard  labour  on  the  said  Island.  And  the  said 
Committee  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  choosing 
a  Committee  forthwith,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a 
proper  plan  or  draft  of  such  a  prison,  together  with  all 
such  outhouses  and  workshops,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
accommodating  and  employing,  to  the  greatest  advantage, 
such  of  the  said  convicts  as  may  be  capable  of  making 
nails,  or  of  being  profitably  employed  in  any  other  branch 
of  mechanic  business,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  next 
General  Court. 

In  Senate,  March  17,  1786. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  Ordered ^  That  Richard  Cranch 
and  Peleg  Coffiriy  Esq'i-s.  Mr.  DaweSy  Mr.  Thatc/ier  and 
Mr.  DaviSy  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  herein 
mentioned.  And  the  said  Committee  are  instructed  to 
consider  of,  and  report  measures  necessary  to  be  im- 
mediately taken  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  convicts 
confined  on  Castie  Mand. 

Who  reported  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  that  the  place 
assigned  for  the  temporary  confinement  of  the  convict  on 
Castle  Island,  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  is  so  small  that  it 
will  be  inconsistent  with  their  healthy  and  the  health  of  the 
garrison^  to  have  them  so  closely  confined  when  the  hoi 
weather  shall  come  on:  And  whereas  it  appears  to  t/iis 
Court  necessary  that  a  strong  building^  not  exceeding 
sixty  feet  in  lengthy  and  forty  feet  in  breadthy  and  ttoo 
story  highy  to  be  framed  of  solid  timbers  of  twelve  inches 
squarey  with  such  offices  and  workshops  as  may  be 
requisitCy  should  be  erected  as  soon  as  possiblCyfor  the  safe 
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keeping  and  employing  of  the  convicts^  who  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour  on  the  said  Island: 

Therefore  Resolved ^  That  Richard  Oranchy  Thomas 
Dawes  and  Ebenezer  Wales ^  EsqVs ;  be  a  Committee  to 
determine  on  a  plan  of  the  said  prison,  and  the  buildings 
therewith  connected ;  and  also  on  the  particular  place  on 
the  said  Island,  where  the  same  shall  be  erected.  And 
that  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Commissary 
General,  to  enable  him  forthwith  to  procure  the  timber 
and  other  materials  for  the  said  buildings ;  and  the  said 
Commissary  General  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  procure  the  said  materials  in  such  quantity,  and  of  such 
kinds  and  dimensions,  as  the  said  Committee  shall  direct, 
and  to  cause  the  said  prison,  and  the  other  necessary 
accommodations  connected  therewith,  to  be  built  as  soon 
as  possible,  according  to  such  plan  and  directions  as  shall 
be  given  to  him  by  the  said  Committee. 

March  22,  1786. 


Chapter  167. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  COOLIDGE,  S^TTIVQ  pj.  -inn 
ASIDE  A  JUDGMENT  GIVEN  AGAINST  HIM,  ON  CERTAIN  CON-  v^'*"/^-^"* 
DITI0N8. 

Upon  the  petition  of  John  Coolidge,  praying  that  a 
judgment  recovered  against  him  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  holden  at  Boston,  within  and  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  last,  by  John 
Bacon,  may  be  set  aside: 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  said  John  Bacon's  giving  bond 
in  the  Clerk's  office,  with  sureties  to  the  value  of  Two 
hundred  pounds,  conditioned  that  the  execution  which 
may  issue  upon  said  judgment,  shall  be  extended  on  the 
mortgaged  land,  sold  as  mentioned  in  said  Coolidge's 
petition,  so  far  as  the  same  will  go  in  satisfaction  of  said 
judgment,  the  same  judgment  shall  be  considered  as  valid, 
and  execution  issue  thereon,  and  the  attachment  made  on 
the  original  writ,  shall  be  held  as  good  and  valid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  for  thirty  days  next  after  taking  out 
execution  on  said  judgment ;  and  in  default  of  the  said 
Sacon's  giving  bonds  as  aforesaid,  within  twenty  days 
from  the  passing  this  resolve,  then  the  same  judgment  be, 
and  hereby  is  declared  null  and  void ;  and  that  the  Clerk 


930  1785.  —  February  Session. 

of  the  Court  aforesaid,  carry  the  action  forward  to  the 
next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  holden  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  actioo  had 
been  regularly  continued  within  the  term,  and  that  the 
same  parties  have  day  in  Court,  at  the  next  term  in  said 
county  of  Suffolk^  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same 
action  had  been  continued  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law. 

March  23,  1786, 


Chapter  168. 

ChapAGA  RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION   OF  BRIGADIER  JOSEPH  PALMER, 
^*  DIRECTING   HIM   TO    EXHIBIT   HIS   ACCOUNT,  AND   HIS   BRI- 

GADE MAJOR'S,  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  THE 
ARMY,  FOR  SERVICES  ON  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  EXPEDITION. 
AND  TO  CERTIFY  THE  SUM  DUE,  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND 
COUNCIL. 

On  the  petition  of  Brigadier  Joseph  Palmer,  represent- 
ing that  neither  he  nor  his  Brigade  Major  have  received 
pay  for  their  service  in  the  expedition  against  the  enemy 
then  at  Rhode  Island,  in  the  year  1777.  And  aiso  that 
by  order  of  the  then  Council  of  this  Statej  he  attended  a 
Court  of  Inquiry^  at  Providence,  praying  that  payment 
may  be  made  for  the  said  services  ^  together  with  inter es( 
thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  on  the  petitioner's  exhibiting  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  settling  with  the  army,  an  account  for  his 
and  his  Brigade  Major's  service  in  the  said  expedi- 
tion, and  his  account  for  attendance  on  the  said  Court 
of  Inquiry,  the  said  Committee,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  directed  to  examine  the  same,  and  to  certify  to 
the  Governor  and  Council,  the  sums  respectively  due 
to  the  said  Brigadier  and  his  Brigade  Major,  the 
same  being  adjusted  according  to  the  Continental  es- 
tablishment for  the  pay  of  similar  officers  in  the  year 
1777 ;  and  also  the  sums  due  to  the  said  Brigadier, 
for  his  time,  travel  and  expence  in  attending  the 
Court  of  Inquiry,  as  aforesaid,  allowing  therefor,  twenty 
shillings  per  day.  And  the  Governor  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  requested,  with  the  advice  of  Council ,  to 
make  out  his  warrant  on  the  treasury,  for  the  sum  so 
certified,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

March  23  y  1786. 
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Chapter  170.* 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  TO  DOCTOR  JOSEPH  GARDNER,  ADMINI8-  QJiav  170 
TRATOR  ON  THE   ESTATE   OF  THE   LATE  TREASURER,  TWO  ^* 

THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  TWELVE  POUNDS,  ONE 
SHILLING  AND  EIGHT  PENCE,  ONE  FARTHING,  IN  FULL 
DISCHARGE  OF  SALARY  AND  DISBURSEMENTS;  AS  ALSO 
FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN  POUNDS,  THREE  SHILLINGS 
AND  SIX  PENCE,  FOR  INTEREST  ON  SAID  SUM;  HALF  OF 
SAID  SUMS  TO  REMAIN  IN  THE  TREASURY  AS  A  SECURITY, 
SIX  MONTHS  AFTER  PASSING  THIS  RESOLVE,  AND  HOLDING 
THE  ADMINISTRATOR  TO  REPAY  TO  THE  TREASURER  ALL 
SUMS  AS  SHALL  APPEAR  DUE  ON  ANY  DEMANDS  AFTER  THE 
7th  OF  FEBRUARY,  1786. 

Whereas  it  appear's  to  this  Court  on  a  liquidation  of 
all  accounts  between  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  estate  of 
the  late  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  that  there  is  due  to  the  said 
estate,  for  balance  of  his  salary,  and  account  as  Treasurer 
and  lieceivet*  General,  from  October  28,  1774,  to  the  Sth 
day  o/' October,  1782,  the  sum  of  Two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds,  one  shilling  and  eight  pence,  one 
farthing ;  and  it  being  necessary  that  the  same  should  be 
discharged,  in  order  to  enable  the  administrator  on  the 
said  estate  to  complete  a  settlement  thereof:  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Doctor  Joseph 
Gardner,  administrator  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq ;  late  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  ofTxoo  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twelvepounds,  one  shilling  and  eight  pence,  one  farthing, 
in  full  discharge  of  all  demands  of  the  said  administrator, 
in  his  said  capacity,  against  this  Commonwealth,  for  salary 
and  all  disbursements,  including  the  sum  oi  Twelve  hundred 
pounds  on  account  of  a  demand  of  John  Furnass,  Esq ; 
late  a  principal  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  late  Treasurer 
Gardner,  for  which  his  estate  is  accountable. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  further  sum  of  Five 
hundred  and  eighteen  pounds,  three  shillings  and  six 
pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  to 
the  said  administrator,  which  sum  is  in  full  for  interest 
on  the  said  sum  of  Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds,  one  shilling  and  eight  pence,  one  farthing,  from 
the  eighth  day  of  October,  1782,  to  the  sixteenth  day  of 
March,  1786. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  one  half  of  each  of  the 
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sums  abovementioned  shall  remain  in  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  six  months  after  the  passing  of  this 
resolve,  as  a  security  against  any  demands  that  may  be 
made  for  monies  due  on  any  rolls,  due  bills,  or  any  other 
account  whatever,  or  for  securities,  which  the  said 
Treasurer  or  the  said  Fumass  received,  or  for  which  the 
said  Treasurer  has  been  credited,  and  which  have  not 
been  accounted  for.     And 

Provided  also,  That  the  said  administrator  shall  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  holden  to  repay  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  appear 
to  be  due  on  any  demands  which  have  been  or  shall  be 
exhibited,  from  and  after  the  7th  day  of  Febi^art/y  178*>, 
for  or  on  account  of  any  of  the  matters  abovementioned, 
and  the  value  of  securities  not  accounted  for  as  aforesaid, 
and  also  the  interest  of  such  sums,  from  and  after  the  said 
8th  day  of  October,  1782.  March  23,  17S6. 

Chapter  171. 

Chat)  171  RESOLVE    ON    THE    GOVERNOR'S    MESSAGE,   REQUESTING    HIS 
-^  EXCELLENCY    TO    INFORM    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    MOOSE 

ISLAND,  OP  THE  MEASURES  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  TAKEN  BY 
CONGRESS  TO  PROCURE  AN  AMICABLE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE 
DIVIDING  LINE  BETWEEN  THE  TERRITORY  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  AND  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK^  AND 
TO  ADVISE  THEM  TO  ABIDE  BY  THEIR  RESOLUTION. 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  write  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Moose  Island,  and  inform  them  that  Congress  have  taken 
measures  to  procure  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
dividing  line  between  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  to  advise  them 
to  abide  by  their  commendable  resolution,  not  to  forsake 
that  system  and  constitution  by  which  they  justly  think 
their  natural  rights  and  privileges  will  be  secured. 

Marck23,  1786. 


Chapter  172. 

Chan  172  resolve  on  the  petition  op  joseph  twitchell,  grant- 

-^'  ING  THIRTY-TWO  POUNDS,  TWELVE  SHILLINGS  ANU    FIVE 

PENCE,   WITH    DIRECTIONS    TO    THE    TREASURER    IN    THIS 
CASE. 

Whereas   the   Committee  on  Accounts,  to   whom  tcdf 
committed  the  petition  of  Joseph  Twitchell,  Guardian  to 
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the  Natick  Indians^  praying  that  his  accounts^  in  his  said 
capacity^  might  be  liquidated  and  settled^  have  attended 
that  service  J  and  reported^  that  on  settlement  they  find  that 
the  said  Guardian  hath  in  his  possession^  of  the  estate  of 
the  following  IndianSy  the  following  sums^  viz, : 

Of  the  estate  of  Dinah  Speen,  one  pounds  four  shillings      £.    s.   d. 

and  four  pence^ 14    4 

Of  the  estate  of   Hezekiah  Comocho,  sixty-one  pounds, 

twjlve  shillings  and  four  pence, 61  12    4 

Of  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Nahorton,  one  pound,  fifteen 

shillings  and  nine  pence, 1  16    9 

Of  the  estate  of  Esther  Sodock,  thirty  pounds,  eleven 

shillings  and  four  pence, 30  11    4 

Of  the  estate  of  Eunice  Spiwood,  sixteen  pounds,  nine 

shillings 16    9    0 

Of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Abrahams,  seven  pounds,  five 

shillings  and  one  penny, 7    6     1 

Of  the  estate  of  Elizebeih  Speen,  twenty-one  pounds,  six- 
teen shillings  and  nine  pence, 21  16    9 

Of  the  estate  of  Mary  Gagon,  eleven  pounds,  fourteen 

shillings  and  four  pence, 11  14    4 

Sum  total.     £162    8  11 

Arid  whereas  the  said  Committee  have  also  reported  that 
the  said  Guardian  hath  expended  the  whole  of  the  estate 
that  did  belong  to  Mary  Obscue  and  Deborah  Comocho, 
and  that  they  also  find  that  there  is  due  to  the  said  Guar- 
diany  the  following  sums^for  money  expended  for  the  sup- 
port  of  the  Indians  hereafter  named^  after  their  estates 
were  expended ^  viz.  : 

For  the  support  of  Esther  Speen,  three  pounds,  seven  shil-      £.  s,    d. 
lings  and  one  penny, 3    7     1 

For  the  support  of  John  Ephraims,one pound, seven  shil- 
lings and  eleven  pence,     1    7  11 

For  the  support  of  Sarah  Pero,  twelve  pounds,  eighteen 
shillings  ajid  four  pence, 12  18    4 

For  the  support  of  Sarah  Comocho,  one  pound,  eleven 
shillings  and  ten  pence 1  11  10 

Your  Conuuittee  further  find  that  the  said  Guardian 
has  expended  for  the  support  of  Elizabeth  Tray  (in 
s[)ec\Q)  thirteen  pou7ids,  seven  shillings  and  three  pence,      13    7    3 

Sum  total,        £32  12    6 
And  that  they  also  find  in  the  said  Guardian's  hands,  a 
consolidated  note  against  this  Commonwealth,  belong- 
ing to  the  said  Elizabeth  Tray,  for  tlie  sum  of  eighteen 
pounds,  two  shillings  arid  nine  pence,     .        .        .        .      18    2    9 

Thereupon  Resolved ^  That  the  said  Guardian,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  charged  with  the  aforesaid  sum  of  One  hundred 
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and  fifty-two  pounds,  eight  shillings  and  eleven  pence, 
and  also  with  a  further  sum  of  Four  pounds,  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  six  pence  contained  in  a  consolidated  note  in 
his  possession,  which  belongs  to  Elizabeth  Tray. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Joseph 
Iwitchelly  Thirty-two  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  five 
pence. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  on  his 
paying  the  said  sum  of  Thirty-tux)  pounds,  twelve  shillings 
and  five  pence  be  directed  to  endorse  Thirteen  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  three  pence  on  the  said  note  belonging 
to  Elizabeth  Tray.  March  23,  1786. 

Chapter  173. 

Char)  173  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  topsham, 
-^'  directing  the  treasurer  to  credit  said  town  on  the 

second  tax  in  1780.  FOR  ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Topsham,  praying 
for  abatement  of  taxes,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their 
petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  l>e, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Topsham, 
the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  twenty-six pounds,  six  shU- 
lings  and  two  pence,  on  the  second  tax  set  on  that  town  in 
the  year  1780.  March  23, 1786. 

Chapter  174. 

Chan  174  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  jo.vathan  coffin,  3d,  of 

^cu^.j.1  NANTUCKET. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Coffin,  3d,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted, 
that  Zaccheus  Marcy  and  Richard  Mitchell,  jun.,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  appointed  Agents  to  sell  at  public  auction 
or  private  sale,  the  estate  both  real  and  personal,  which 
may  be  found,  belonging  to  James  Cordoda,  late  of  2^ou^ 
tuckei,  deceased,  and  to  give  good  deed  or  deeds  of  the 
same,  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  said  Coffii\!s  account  (or  so  much  thereof  as  the 
neat  sales  may  amount  to)  which  shall  be  found  justly  due 


1785,  —  February  Session.  936 

by  the  Agents  aforesaid ;  the  said  Agents  to  be  account- 
able to  this  Court  for  the  expenditure  of  the  proceeds  of 
said  estate  by  them  so  sold.  March  23 y  1786. 


Chapter  176. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  AND  ISRAEL  FEAR-  ChaV.VIB 
INO,   IN  BEHALF    OF  THE    TOWN    OF    WAREHAM,    ABATING  -^^ 

RAID   TOWN   THREE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  POUNDS,  ON 
SEVERAL  TAXES  DUE  IN  1780  AND  1786. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  and  Israel  Fearing,  in 
behalf  of  the  town  of  Wareham,  representing  the  inability 
of  the  said  town  to  pay  the  taxes  already  assessed  upon 
them,  and  praying  for  relief 

WJierea>s  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  town  of  Ware- 
ham,  previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  present  valuution^ 
have  been  taxed  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic taoces.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Wareham^  be,  and  hereby 
are,  abated  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds ^ 
part  of  the  sum  now  due  from  the  said  town,  on  the  several 
taxes  granted  and  assessed  since  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1780,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1785,  and  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Wareham  the 
aforesaid  sum  accordingly,  provided  that  the  remaining 
sum,  due  to  the  Treasurer  from  the  said  town,  shall  be 
paid  into  the  treasury,  in  nine  months  from  the  date  hereof, 
any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  23, 1786. 


Chapter  176. 

RESOLVE  FOR  DELIVERING  THE  PAY  ROLL  OF  THE  NINE 
MONTHS  MEN,  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH 
THE  ARMY.  AND  DIRECTING  THEM  TO  CHARGE  THE  AMOUNT 
OF  THEIR  WAGES,  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES.  AND  DIRECTING 
THE  SAID  COMMITTEE  TO  CERTIFY  THEIR  BALANCES  TO 
THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL,  FOR  PAYMENT. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  a  pay  roll  exhibited  to  this 
Court,  that  there  is  a  considerable  sum  due  to  the  nine 
months  men,  for  tJieir  service  in  the  years  1779  and  1780 : 
and  lohereOrS  the  bounties  given  by  this  State  to  said  nine 
months  men,  have  not  been  charged  to  the  United  States. 
Tliei'efore 


Ckap.ne 


936  1785.  —  February  Skssion. 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  roll  for  said  nine  months  men 
be  delivered  to  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the 
army,  who  are  directed  to  charge  the  United  States  with 
the  amount  of  their  wages,  at  forty  shillings^  specie,  per 
month,  deducting  the  value  of  the  monies  paid  said  men 
by  the  United  States. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  such  of  said  soldiers  as 
have  a  balance  due  to  them  on  said  roll,  shall  be  paid  the 
same  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  in 
receipts  on  Collectors  of  outstanding  taxes  ;  and  on  appli- 
cation of  such  of  said  soldiers  as  have  a  balance  due  to 
them  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Committee  shall  certify  to  the 
Governor  and  Council,  the  name  of  the  soldier  or  soldiers 
thus  applying,  and  the  balance  due  to  such  soldier  or 
soldiers  respectively.  March,  23^  1786. 


Chapter  177. 

ChaV'V^I  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  TIMOTHY  RAWSOy,  TO  NOTIFY 
-^  JOHN  KIES  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Rawson  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  prayer  Qf  the  said  petition  of  Timothy 
Rawson^  be  so  far  granted,  as  that  the  petitioner  notify 
the  said  John  KieSy  by  sei'ving  him  with  an  attested  copy 
of  his  said  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  twenty  days 
at  least,  before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  first  sitting 
of  the  next  General  Court,  that  he  may  then  shew  cause, 
(if  any  he  has)  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should 
not  be  granted ;  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean 
time .  March  23, 1 786. 


Chapter  178. 

C7Aa».178  resolve  granting  to  john  green,  representative  for 

WORCESTER,  IN  1777.  SIXTEEN  POUNDS,  TWO  SHILLIXOS, 
AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CHARGE  THE  SAME 
TO  THE  LATE  TREASURER  GARDNER'S  ESTATE. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  John  Green,  the  sum 
of  Sixteen  pounds,  two  shillings  and  four  pence,  Uiree 
farthings,  lawful  money,  in  full  for  his  services  as  a 
Representative  for  the  town  of  Worcester,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  agreeably  to 
the  pay  roll  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  for  that 
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year;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
same  accordingly,  and  charge  said  sum  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Treasurer  Gardnei\  March  23, 1786. 

Chapter  179. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SIMEO.W  FOWLER  A^D  OTHERS,  CkaV.lld 
OF  THE   PLANTATION  CALLED  NEW  WORCESTER,  CONFIRM-  -^' 

ING  CERTAIN   LANDS  MADE   BETWEEN    MOSES  KNAPP  AND 
ASSOCIATES,  ON  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  settlers  on  the  plantation  called  New 
Worcester,  be  confirmed  in  the  lands,  which  by  an  agree- 
ment made  between  them  and  Moses  Knapp  and  associates, 
dated  the  22d  of  March  instant,  they,  the  said  Knapp  and 
associates,  agree  to  release  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  settlers, 
they,  the  said  settlers,  or  their  Committee,  paying  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  T'hree  thousand 
pounds,  in  consolidated  notes  of  this  government,  within 
the  space  of  four  years,  with  interest  or  giving  security 
to  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  unappro- 
priated lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln;  and  the  said 
Committee  last  mentioned,  shall  have  full  authority  to 
confirm  by  deed,  the  said  lands  to  the  said  settlers,  to 
receive  back  a  deed  by  them  given  to  said  Knapp  and 
associates,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  give  a  new  one  conform- 
able to  the  said  agreement ;  and  on  receiving  back  the  said 
deed,  if  it  shall  not  appear  to  have  been  recorded  in  the 
Register's  OflBce  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  the  said  Com- 
mittee shall  deliver  up  to  the  said  Knapp  and  his  associ- 
ates, the  bond  in  their  possession  against  them,  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen pounds,  fourteen  shillings,  with  interest.  Provided 
nevertheless.  That  such  persons,  and  no  others,  shall  be  ' 
deemed  settlers  within  the  meaning  of  this  resolve,  saving 
such  as  shall  be  so  considered  by  the  said  Committee, 
on  the  subject  of  unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  oi  Lin- 
coln, which  Committee  may  confirm  the  said  lands  to  such  of 
the  settlers  as  they  shall  judge  entitled  thereto,  in  such  pro- 
portion as  shall  appear  most  equitable.      March  24,  1786. 


Chapter  180- 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION   OF  THE   TOWN    OF    FRYEBURG,  C%ai).180 
ABATING  CERTAIN   TAXES,  FOR   REASONS   SET   FORTH.  ^* 

On  the  petition  of  the  toion  of  Fryeburg,  praying  for 
abatement  of  taxes,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition. 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Frye- 
burg^  for  the  sum  of  Thirty  seven  pounds  y  five  shillings  and 
seven  pencCy  the  balance  of  a  tax  set  on  that  town,  in  the 
year  1779,  and  not  assessed,  and  the  balance  due  from 
Nathaniel  Merrel,  being  Seven  pounds,  ten  shillings  and 
four  pence;  the  balance  due  from  Ebenezer  Day,  being 
Four  pounds y  nineteen  shillings  and  nine  pence;  the  bal- 
ance due  from  Moses  Ames,  being  Seventy-one  pounds^  ten 
shillings;  and  the  balance  due  from  Abraham  Bradley^ 
being  Sixty-one  pounds,  ten  shillings^  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds,  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence.  And  the  said  Collectors  or  Con- 
stables, from  whom  the  several  balances  aforesaid  remain 
due,  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  town  of  Fryeburg,  for  the  use  thereof;  and  if  any 
Constable  or  Collector  of  the  taxes  aforesaid,  shall  not, 
within  three  months  from  the  time  of  passing  this  resolve, 
pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  town,  the  balance  due  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  Town  Treasurer  is  hereby  empowered 
to  issue  his  execution,  or  warrant  of  distress,  against  such 
deficient  Constable  or  Collector,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
in  case  of  non-payment  of  town  taxes,  mutatis  mutandis. 

March  24, 1786. 


Chapter  181. 

ChaV.181  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  FEAyCIS  DANA,  ESQ;  GRANTLNO 
-^'  HIM  THE  SUM  OF  SEVENTY-FIVE  POUNDS^  FOR  THE  FIRST 

QUARTER'S  SALARY,  AFTER  HIS  APPOINTMENT  TO  THE  OF- 
FICE OP  JUDGE  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT. 

Upon  the  memoriaZo/*  Francis  Dana,  Fsq;  setting  forthy 
that  he  has  not  received  his  salary,  as  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  for  the  first  quarter  of  a  year 
after  his  appointmeiit  to  said  office. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  Francis  Dana,  Esq  ;  the  sum 
of  Seventy-five  pounds,  in  full  for  the  first  quarter  of  a 
year's  salary,  after  his  appointment  to  said  ofiice,  to  wit, 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  1785,  to  the  first  day  of 
April,  in  the  same  year.  March  24, 17S6. 
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Chapter  182. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION   OF    WILLIAM  JONES,  DIRECTING  C7ia».182 
THE  TREASURER  TO  CALL  ON  ALL  DELINQUENT  COLLECTORS  ^' 

IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BRISTOL,  FOR  THE  REMAINING  PART  OF 
THE  SUM  CHARGED  BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE  12th  OF  NOVEM- 
BER, 1784. 

On  the  petition  q/*  William  Jones,  in  behalf  of  the  toion 
of  Bristol,  praying  that  the  Treamirer  may  be  empowered 
to  revive  all  the  warrants  that  were  recalled  by  a  resolve  of 
the  General  Courts  passed  November  12,  1784,  so  far  as 
respects  the  town  o/* Bristol. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  call  on  all  the  Collectors 
of  taxes,  in  the  town  of  Bristol^  in  the  county  of  Lincoln^ 
to  pay  into  the  treasury  all  the  taxes  due  from  the  said 
town,  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  12th  of 
November f  1784  :  and  the  Collectors  to  whom  the  several 
taxes  were  committed,  are  empowered  to  collect  the  same, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  resolve  had  not  passed ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  sums  of  said  assessments,  when 
the  abovesaid  taxes  shall  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury, 
the  Collectors  are  directed  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the 
town  of  Bristol.  March  24,  1786. 

Chapter  183. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF  HENRY  BASS,  EXECUTOR  OF  ff^anlR^ 
WILLIAM  BAKER,  DECEASED,  LATE  MESSENGER.  Vy^eu//.±OtJ 

On  the  petition  of  Henry  Bass,  executor  of  the  will  of 
Mr.  William  Baker,  deceased ^  late  Messenger  to  the 
General  Court: 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Henry  Bass, 
executor  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  Forty-six  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings  and  four  pence,  which  is  in  full  for  Mr.  William 
Baker^s  services,  as  Messenger  to  the  General  Court,  from 
the  25th  day  of  August,  to  the  9th  oi  December,  1785. 

March  24,  1786. 


Chapter  184. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  ADAMS. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Adams,  of  Rowley,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  administrator  on  the  estate  of  Samuel 
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Adams,  o/*Abington,  in  the  county  of  Tlymonth, physician, 
deceasedy  praying  tJiat  his  account  may  be  again  considered 
by  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  or 
'  at  lea^t  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  prosecute  his  appeal, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  for 
granted,  that  the  said  Benjamin  Adams,  administrator  on 
the  said  estate,  be  ordered  to  serve  Benjamin  Adam^s,  of 
Newbury,  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  with 
this  resolve  thereon,  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the 
third  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court,  that  they  may  then  appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any 
they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not 
be  granted,  and  that  no  action  be  brought  against  the 
administrator  by  the  heirs  of  said  Samuel  Adams,  deceased, 
in  the  mean  time.  March  24, 1786. 


Chapter  185, 

C%a©.186  RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF  SARAH  SMITH,  REPEALING    A 
-^'  RESOLVE   PASSED  ON  THE  24th   OF    NOVEMBER   LAST,  AND 

DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  THE  SEVERAL  SUMS 
THAT  APPEAR  TO  BE  DUE  TO  HER,  ON  PRODUCING  VOUCH- 
ERS, &c. 

On  the  petition  of  Sarah  ^m\i\i,  praying  for  wages  due 
to  her  late  husband,  Moses  Smith,  jfer  services  performed 
hi  the  Continental  army,  which  wages  Jiave  been  drawn 
by  forged  orders: 

Whereas  it  appears  there  was  a  resolve  passed  this 
'  Court,  the  24:th  of  November  last,  directing  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  pay  the  said  Sarah  Smith,  the 
wages  due  to  her  late  husband,  in  which  resolve  Joseph 
Smith  is  inserted,  instead  o/* Moses  Smith  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
repealed  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
directed  to  pay  to  the  said  Sarah  Smith,  the  several  sums 
that  appear  to  be  due  to  her,  on  her  producing  such 
sufficient  vouchers  as  the  law  directs,  to  entitle  her  to 
receive  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  he  would  have  paid 
them  if  they  had  not  been  paid  on  the  forged  orders 
aforesaid.  March  24, 1786. 
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Chapter  186. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ISAAC  COIT,  IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  C%a».186 
TOWN    OF    SODTHWICK,    DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    TO  ^' 

CREDIT  SAID  TOWN   WITH  THE  SUM  MENTIONED. 

On  ihepetition  of  Isaac  Coit,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Southwick,  setting  forth  that  said  town  has  been  fined  for 
the  deficiency  of  seven  three  years  men ,  they  were  directed 
to  procure  by  a  resolve  of  the  second  of  December,  1780, 
also  for  five  three  months  men  they  were  directed  to  procure^ 
by  a  resolve  of  the  30th  June,  1781 : 

Whereas  it  appears  that  said  town  is  unable  to  pay  said 
fines,  or  any  part  thereof: 

Resolved^  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition, 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Southwick,  the  sum  of 
Sixteen  hundred  and  nine  pounds,  one  shilling  and  three 
pence,  being  the  fines  and  average  price  laid  on  said  town, 
in  Tax  No.  3,  granted  in  the  year  1783,  any  law  or 
resolve  of  this  C'ommonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March  24,  1786. 


Chapter  187. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  QhaV  187 
OP  WILLIAMSBURGB,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  ^' 

SAID  TOWN  WITH  THE  FINE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  o/"  Williams- 
burgh,  praying  for  the  abatement  of  a  fine  iinposed  on 
them,  for  the  deficiency  of  one  man,  as  their  quota  of  the 
Continental  army,  for  reasons  in  said  petition  set  forth: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed,  to 
credit  the  said  town  the  sum  of  Seventy-four  pounds,  one 
shilling  and  three  pence,  and  to  discharge  any  execution 
that  may  be  issued  against  the  said  town  for  the  recovery 
of  the  aforesaid  fine.  March  24, 1786. 


Chapter  188. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  n%an  188 
OF  POIVNALBOROUGH,  DIRECTISG  THE  COLLECTORS  IN  THE  ^'*^i^'^*^ 
COLLECTION  OF  TAXES,  TO  COMPLETE  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Pownal- 
borough,  jprayin/7  that  the  Collectors  of  said  town,  may  be 
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empowered  to  finish  and  complete  the  whole  of  the  collection 
on  Tax  No.  ^for  1783. 

Resolved^  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the 
prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that  the  Collectors  afore- 
said are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  finish  and 
complete  the  whole  of  their  said  collection  on  said  tax,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  that  the  warrants 
from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  already  issued 
on  said  tax,  be  their  authority  for  the  same. 

And  whereas  the  said  Collectors  have  received  orders^ 
drawn  on  them  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Cor/imomceaUhj 
on  said  taXy  to  a  considerable  amount^  it  is  therefore 
further 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  receive  from  the  said  Collectors  all  such 
orders,  drawn  by  him  as  aforesaid,  for  the  Beef  tax,  and 
any  other  arrearages  of  taxes  that  are  due  from  said 
town. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  said  Collectors  pay 
unto  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  town  of  Pownalboroughj 
the  whole  balance  of  said  Tax  No.  3,  over  and  above  what 
they  have  already  and  shall,  by  said  orders,  pay  unto  the 
said  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  July  next ;  and  that  the  said  Town  Treasurer 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  issue  his  executions  against 
said  Collectors,  or  either  of  them,  for  their  respective 
balances,  in  case  of  non-payment,  any  law  or  resolve  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  March  24j  1786. 

Chapter  189. 

Chav  189  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  thomas  pease,  of  edgar- 

•^'  TOWN,  IN  DUKES  COUNTY. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Pease,  of  Edgartown,  in 
Dukes  County,  setting  forth y  that  he  was  a  Collector  of 
public  taxes  for  the  year  1776,  and  that  he  collected  and 
paid  unto  Henry  Gardner,  £Jsq;  then  Treasurer y  the  sum 
of  One  hundred  pounds,  on  the  25th  day  of  September, 
1776 ;  the  residue  of  said  tax  being  Twenty-five  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  and  eleven  pence,  two  farthings,  which 
residue  he  did  not  collect  until  the  year  1779  ;  and  praying 
the  same  may  be  remitted  unto  Aim,  or  that  he  might  pay 
the  residue  at  the  depreciation  in  October,  1779 ;  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 
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Resolved y  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
ordered  and  directed  to  receive  of  the  said  Thomas  Pease j 
the  sum  of  Twelve  pounds y  fifteen  shillings y  in  State  notes, 
payable  in  the  Tax  called  number  four,  issued  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  that  the  Treasurer  on 
receiving  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Tioelve  pounds y  fifleen  shiU 
lingsy  give  the  said  Thomas  Pease  a  discharge  from  said 
tax.  March  24 y  1786. 


Chapter  190. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  B.  RICHMOND,  GRANT-  ChaV  190 
ING   HIM    TWO  POUNDS,  THREE   SHILLINGS,  FOR  HIS  SER-  -^' 

VICES  AS  CLERK  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  VALUATION. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  B.  Richmond,  setting  forth 
that  he  served  as  Clerk  to  the  Committee  on  ValuatioUy  and 
praying  an  allowance  for  that  service: 

liesolvedy  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  TJiomas  B,  Richmondy  one 
shilling  per  day  while  in  said  service,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  Two  poundsy  three  shillingSy  in  full  therefor. 

March  24  y  1786. 


Chapter  191. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION    OF  PAUL    REED,  OF  BOOTHS  AT, 
TO  NOTIFY  THE  ADVERSE  PARTY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Paul  Reed,  of  Boothbay,  shewing 
that  in  the  year  1781,  he  took  a  schooner y  commanded  by 
one  Robert  Douglass,  for  which  he  was  prosecuted  by  one 
Billings  Putnam,  in  ivhich  prosecution  he  lost  his  lawy  and 
prays  for  a  rehearing. 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  Paul  Reedy  notify  the  said 
Billings  Putnam  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  General 
Court,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not  be 
granted,  by  causing  the  said  Billings  Putnam  to  be 
served  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  this 
order  thereon,  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  said  sec- 
ond Wednesday,  and  that  execution  against  said  Paul 
Reedy  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time.  March  24y  1786. 
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Chapter  192. 

Chan  192  'resolve  on  the  petition  of  thomas  osbors,  empower- 

^  •  ING  HIM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  HOUSE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Oshorn ^  pi^aying  for  licence 
to  7nake  sale  of  a  certain  dwelling  house ^  in  Boston,  which 
he  sometime  since  purchased  with  his  own  property ^  and 
took  a  deed  of  the  same,  in  the  name  of  his  children. 

Resolved,  For  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that  Thomas 
Osborfiy  the  petitioner,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  the  house  and  land  men- 
tioned in  the  said  petition,  and  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  to  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  in  the  same  manner,  and  such  deed  or  deeds 
shall  have  the  same  effect  in  law,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  the  deed  referred  to  in  the  said  petition,  had 
been  taken  by  the  petitioner  in  his  own  name,  provided 
that  the  petitioner  shall,  previous  to  executing  a  deed  or 
deeds  as  aforesaid,  satisfy  and  pay  unto  John  Oshom, 
the  sum  of  money  due  to  him,  with  interest  thereon,  for 
which  the  said  premises  are  mortgaged  for  security,  and 
not  otherwise.  March  24y  1786. 


Chapter  193. 

ChaTi  193  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  reuben  kimball,  referring 

■^'  the  consideration  of  said  petition,  to  the  third 

wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  general 

COURT. 

On  thej^etition  o/*  Reuben  Kimball,  setting  forth  that  he 
was  Collector  of  beef  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1781,  that  he  supplied  the  Government 
vnth  a  quantity  of  beef  which  ought  to  have  been  credited 
to  the  town  of  Sudbury,  but  was  not;  in  consequence 
ichereofy  execution  has  issued  in  favour  of  the  Common- 
wealth,  against  the  said  town  of  Sudbury,  and  also  in 
favour  of  said  town  q/' Sudbury,  against  the  said  Kimball. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  petition  1)6 
referred  to  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the 
next  General  Court,  and  that  all  proceedings,  by  virtue  of 
the  abovementioned  execution,  be  in  the  mean  time  stayed. 

March  24, 1786. 
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Chapter  194. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  TUPPER.  Chap.l^ 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Tapper,  praying  that  one 
quarter  part  of  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  four  pounds, 
twelve  shillings,  which  the  town  of  Chesterfield  was 
charged  withy  when  the  town  of  Goshen  was  incorporated j 
ynay  be  charged  to  the  said  town  of  Goshen  : 

Ordered y  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  town  of  Goshen y 
by  serving  the  Clerk  of  said  town  with  an  attested  copy 
of  this  order,  to  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  shew  cause  (if  any 
they  have)  why  the  said  town  of  Goshen  should  not  be 
charged  with  the  contents  of  an  execution,  and  the  costs 
which  have  arisen  thereupon,  which  has  issued  against  the 
town  of  Chesterfield  for  a  failure  in  the  same  town,  before 
the  incorporation  of  the  said  town  of  Goshen  in  complying 
with  a  requisition  for  beef,  in  the  year  1783;  and  it  is 
hereby  Orderedy  that  the  execution  aforesaid  be  stayed  in 
the  mean  time.  March  24 y  1786. 

Chapter  195. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  RED  BEN  TAYLOR,  DIRECTING  ChaV.195 
THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  NOTES  TO  THE   AMOUNT  OF  THE  -^ 

WAGES  DUE  TO  HIM. 

On  the  petition  of  Reuben  Taylor,  setting  forth  that  the 
balance  of  wages y  etCy  that  were  due  to  him  for  service  in 
Col,  Putnam's  regimenty  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty,  to  the  amount  of  Forty-four  pounds,  twelve 
shillings  and  three  pence,  in  specie  noteSy  were  drawn  by 
one  Amos  Dix,  ovl  an  order  which  was  forged,  as  appears 
by  the  oath  of  said  Taylor. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  to  the  said  Reuben  Tay^ 
lory  to  the  amount  of  the  wages  due  to  him  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  March  24,  1786. 

Chapter  196. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  PERRY,  ESQ;  GRANTING  rf^y,^  IQfi 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-THREE  POUNDS,  FIFTEEN  SHIL-  \Jfiaj^.lVi3 
LINGS  AND  TEN  PENCE. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Perry,  Hf^q;  setting  forth  that 
he  supplied  the  late  Board  of  Wary  with  a  quantity  of 
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hollow  ware  in  July,  1778,  and  that  the  sum  of  One  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  ten 
pence,  specie^  still  remains  due  there/or j  and  praying  for 
payment  of  the  said  balance: 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed  to  pay  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  sixty-three 
pounds^  fifteen  shillings  and  ten  pence^  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  to  the  said  James  Perry  ^  Esq  ;  One  hundred  pounds 
thereof,  by  an  order  upon  the  Committee  on  the  sale  of 
absentees  estates  in  the  county  of  Bristol^  and  the  remain- 
der in  such  way  as  may  be  convenient. 

March  24, 1786. 

Chapter  197. 

Chat)  197  RESOLVE  to  have  a  waggon  road  over  hoosuck  moun- 

•^'  TAIN,  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE    SALE   OF  UN- 

APPROPRIATED LANDS  IN  BERKSHIRE,  TO  PAY  CERTAIN 
MONIES  FOR  THIS  PURPOSE,  AND  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE 
TO  VIEW  THE  SAID  ROAD,  &c. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  it  may  be  ofpub^ 
lie  utility,  and  considerably  enhance  the  value  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  this  Commonwealth  on  Hoosuck  Mountain,  to 
fiave  a  waggon  road  made  across  the  same: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of 
the  unappropriated  land  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth, 
in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  pay  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  lying  on  the  said  Hoosuck  Mountain, 
One  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  to  such  person  or 
persons,  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December, 
1787,  make  and  complete  a  good  waggon  road  from  the 
west  line  of  Charlemont,  across  the  said  mountain,  to  the 
easterly  line  of  the  town  of  Adams ;  and  shall  erect  and 
complete  a  good  bridge  over  Deerfield  River,  at  the  place 
where  the  said  road  shall  cross  the  same  river. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Thompson  J.  Skinner 
and  Samuel  Taylor,  Esqr's.  and  Mr.  Reuben  Hinman, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Committee  to  view  the 
said  road,  judge  and  determine  whether  the  said  bridge 
and  road  are  completed  in  such  manner  as  to  answer  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  resolve ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  payment  as  aforesaid,  unless  a 
certificate  shall  be  produced,  signed  by  the  last  mentioned 


1786.  —  February  Session.  947 

Committee,  that  the  said  road  and  bridge  are  completed 
in  n\anner  aforesaid :  and  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of 
lands  aforesaid,  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
make  sale  of  so  much  of  the  said  lands,  as  shall  be  suffi- 
cient to  enable  them  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  One  hundred 
and  seventy-five  pounds^  to  such  person  or  persons,  as  shall 
make  and  complete  the  said  road  and  bridge,  by  the  said 
first  day  of  December,  1787,  and  produce  a  certificate 
thereof  from  the  Committee  as  aforesaid,  any  resolve  of 
this  Court,  for  postponing  the  sale  of  the  aforesaid  lands, 
notwithstanding.  March  24^  1786. 


Chapter  198. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE,  REQUESTING  HIM  /7J/,.y>  1QQ 
TO  TRANSMIT  TO  CONGRESS,  AN  ATTESTED  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ^'^F*^^^ 
NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS  WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  an  attested 
account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  this  Common- 
wealth, a  return  of  which  hath  been  made  into  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  pursuant  to  an  act  and  resolution  of  the 
Legislature,  and  also  an  attested  copy  of  the  act  and 
resolution,  requiring  the  said  return.      March  24 j  1786. 


Chapter  199. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE,  RESPECTING  THE  fi^an  1QQ 
APPOINTMENT  OF  DELEGATES  TO  MEET  IN  CONVENTION  FOR  ^'^^F*^^^ 
THE  PURPOSE  OP  FORMING  COMMERCIAL  REGULATIONS. 

W/iereas  information  has  been  received  that  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  have  passed  a  resolution^ 
appointing  certain  persons  therein  named y  as  Commission- 
ers in  behalf  of  the  said  State^  to  meet  such  Commissioners 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  States  in  the  Union  ^  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the 
United  States ;  and  to  report  to  the  several  States^  such  an 
act  relative  thereto^  as  will  best  promote  the  commercial 
interest  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  Honourable  Caleb  Davis^  Benjamin 
Goodhue^  and  Tristram  Dalton^  Esquires,  and  John 
Coffin  Jonesj  Esq ;  together  with  those  persons  who  are 
or  may  be  constituted  Agents  in  behalf  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  conduct  and  prosecute  our  claims  to  lands  con- 
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troverted  by  New  Tork^  and  lying  to  the  westward  of 
that  State,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  appointed  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  who,  or  any 
three  of  whom,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
other  States  in  the  Union,  at  Annapolis^  on  the  first 
Monday  in  September  next,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  trade  of  the  United  States, — to  examine  the 
relative  situations  and  trade  of  the  said  States,  —  to  con- 
sider how  far  aii  uniform  system  in  their  commercial 
regulations  may  be  necessary  to  their  common  interest, 
and  their  permanent  harmony ;  and  to  report  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  such  an  act  relative 
to  this  great  object,  as  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Legislature  of  every  State,  will  enable  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  efiectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  give  notice  to  the  Supreme 
Executives  of  the  several  States  in  the  Union,  of  the  con- 
currence of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia^  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

March  24, 1786. 


Chapter  200. 

Chav  200  RESOLVE  discharging  samvel  phillips,  jun.  and  sathas- 

^'  IBL  WELLS,  ESQ*RS.  OF  THE   SUM  MENTIONED,  AND  GRANT- 

ING THE  COMMITTEE  THREE  HUNDRED  POVSDS,  TO  ENABLE 
THEM  TO  PROSECUTE  THE  BUSINESS  OF  UNAPPROPRIATED 
LANDS,  AND  MAKING  THEM  AN  ALLOWANCE  FOR  THEIR 
SERVICES. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  for  examination, 
the  accounts  of  two  of  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  unap- 
propriated lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln^  and  their  report 
relative  to  their  transacting  the  business  committed  to 
their  charge,  after  carefully  inspecting  into  the  same,  find 
the  accounts  exhibited  by  them,  to  be  right  cast  and  well 
vouched,  and  by  which  there  appears  to  be  a  balance  of 
Forty-nine  pounds,  seven  shillings  and  nine  pence,  in  favour 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  which  they  are  still  to  account ; 
they  also  find  that  a  further  grant  of  Three  hundred  pounds, 
is  necessary  to  enable  them  to  continue  the  prosecution  of 
their  commission,  and  from  a  view  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  object  for  which  they  were  appointed ;  and  notMrith- 
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standing  the  perplexity  attending  its  proHecution,  they 
find  that  by  the  assiduity  of  the  aforesaid  Committee,  a 
considerable  progress  is  already  made  in  the  business 
of  their  commission,  by  which  the  Commonwealth  will 
probably  derive  those  advantages,  which  may  reasonably 
be  expected. 

Hesolvedy  That  Samuel  Phillips^  jun.  and  2Tathaniel 
Wellsy  Esq'rs.  the  two  of  the  Committee  abovementioned, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  discharged  of  the  sum  of  One 
thousand  and  fifty 'three  pounds^  eighteen  shillings  and 
seven  pence  half  penny ^  which  they  have  received  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  saving  the  balance  of 
Forty-nine  pounds^  seven  shillings  and  nine  pence,  for 
which  they  continue  to  be  accountable. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  Three 
hundred  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, unto  /Samuel  Phillips,  jun*y  Nathaniel  Wells 
and  John  Brooks,  Esq'rs ;  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of 
unappropriated  lands,  to  enable  them  to  continue  the 
prosecution  of  their  business,  they  to  be  accountable  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  unto 
Samuel  Phillips ^  jun.  and  Nathaniel  Wells ^  Esq'rs;  the 
sum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each,  as  a  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services  aforesaid,  from  the  28th  of 
October,  1783,  to  the  time  of  passing  this  resolve. 

March  24, 1786, 


Chapter  201. 

RESOLVE   REQUESTING  THE   GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL  TO  CON-  Chm)  201 
SIDER  THE  BEST  METHOD  TO  BE  ADOPTED  FOR  THE  COINING  ^* 

OF  SILVER  AND  COPPER  OF  THE  SEVERAL  SORTS  OF  COIN. 

Whereas  application  hath  been  made  to  this  Court,  by 
divers  persons,  praying  for  a  right  of  coining  copper  in 
thvi  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the 
Honourable  Council,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  requested 
to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  coining  silver  and  copper, 
in  this  Commonwealth ;  and  if  in  their  opinion  it  is 
expedient  that  either  be  coined,  that  they  consider  what 
quantity  it  will  be  convenient  to  coin,  in  what  mode  the 
business  should  be  conducted',  the  proper  devices  to  be 
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used,  and  the  advantage  that  may  accrae  from  such  coin- 
ing, to  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  make  such  communi- 
cations on  this  subject,  to  the  General  Court,  at  the  next 
session,  as  they  may  think  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the 
State.  March  24, 1786. 

Chapter  202. 

Chav.202  resolve  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabi- 

■^^  TANTS    OF    THE    TOWNS    OF    MEDFIELD,    WilEWTHAM,   ROX- 

BURT,  &c.,  RESPECTING  THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  FISH  UP 
CHARLES  RIVER.  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO 
THE  PLACES  WHERE  THE  OBSTRUCTIONS  ARE,  &c.,  VIEW 
THE  SAME  AND  REPORT. 

On  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Medfield,  Wrentham,  Roxbury,  Dedham,  New- 
ton and  Medwayy  praying  that  an  enquiry  may  be  made, 
respecting  the  passage  of  the  fish  up  Charles  river ^  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  he  so  far  granted,  that 
Elisha  May,  Daniel  Whitney,  and  Seth  Bullard,  Esq'rs ; 
be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  the  places  where  the  obstruc- 
tions are,  carefully  view  the  same,  hear  all  the  parties, 
(previously  notifying  all  concerned)  and  report  at  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  what  measures  may  be 
necessary  to  be  taken  thereon ;  provided  however,  that 
the  petitioners  agree  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  Committee 
aforesaid.  March  24, 1786. 


Chapter  203. 

ChaV  203  RKSOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  SELL  THE  OLD  CON- 
■^'  TINENTAL  MONEY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  exchange 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  old  Continental  money,  now 
in  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  best  terms 
that  he  can,  for  the  certificates  called  final  settlements,  or 
the  certificates  of  any  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United 
States. 

Provided,  That  the  Treasurer  shall  not  exchange  the 
same  at  a  less  rate  than  fifty  of  the  said  Continental 
dollars,  for  one  dollar  of  final  settlement  certificates,  on 
which  the  interest  is  due  from  the  year  1783. 

March  24,  1786. 
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Chapter  204. 


PUBLIC    TAXES,    AND  C%a».204 
rARD  COPIES  OF  THIS  ^ 


RESOLVE   RESPECTING   COLLECTORS    OF 

DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  FORWARD 
RESOLVE,  TO  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS. 

Whereas  by  a  law  passed  the  23d  day  of  March,  1784, 
all  Collectors  of  public  taxes  were  directed  to  render  an 
account  of  their  collections^  and  the  money  by  them  paid 
into  the  public  treasury^  once  every  two  months ^  and  as  it 
vi  necessary  that  the  state  of  the  collection  of  public  taxes 
should  be  known  to  the  Treasurer: 

Resolved^  That  the  Selectmen,  and  where  there  are  no 
Selectmen,  the  Assessors  of  each  town,  district  and  plan- 
tation, in  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  call  on  the  Collectors  of  their  respective  towns, 
districts  and  plantations,  to  render  an  account  of  their 
collections,  and  the  money  by  them  paid,  from  time  to 
time,  agreeable  to  said  act ;  and  the  Selectmen  and 
Assessors,  are  further  directed  to  return  into  the  Treas- 
urer's office,  from  time  to  time,  the  particular  state  of 
the  collections  and  payments  made  by  such  Collectors. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  said  Selectmen 
and  Assessors  shall  call  on  the  said  Collectors  to  render 
to  them  an  account  of  all  the  monies  by  them  paid  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  to  the  Sheriffs  of  their  respective  counties, 
previous  to  the  tenth  day  of  February  last,  which  shall 
by  the  said  Selectmen  and  Assessors,  be  returned  into  the 
Treasurer's  office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  oi  June  next. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  the  Secretary,  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  directed  to  send  copies  of  this  resolve  to  the 
several  towns,  districts,  and  plantations  in  this  Common- 
wealth, with  the  Tax  Act  passed  at  the  present  sitting  of 
this  Court.  March  24,  1786. 

Chapter  205. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DAVID  SANGER,  GRANTING  r%i2-»  90^ 
HIM  NINE  POUNDS,  TEN  SHILLINGS,  AND  ONE  PENNY  HALF-  "^'^^Jf*^^^ 
PENNY,  IN  FULL  DISCHARGE  OF  THE  SUM  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Sanger,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Samuel  Sanger,  late  o/*  Watertown,  deceased: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  David  8angei\  of  Waier^ 
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toion,  admiDistrator  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Samuel  Sanger ^ 
deceased,  the  sum  of  Nine  pounds ^  ten  shillings  and  one 
penny  half  penny  ^  in  full  discharge  of  the  same  sum  con- 
tained in  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  November  7, 
1775.  March  24, 1786. 

Chapter  206. 

Chap.206  RESOLVE  RESPECTING  FIVE  HUNDRED  ACRES  OF  LAND  UNAP- 

-^  FROPRIATED,  ADJOINING  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  IVESTMiySTER, 

APPOINTING   A  COMMITTEE   TO   DISPOSE    OP  THE   SAME   AT 

PUBLIC  OR  PRIVATE  SALE,  AND  TO  GIVE  GOOD  DEEDS,  AND 

TO  PAY  THE  SAME  INTO  THE  TREASURY. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  there  is  about  five  hundred  acres 
of  land  adjoining  to  the  totvn  of  Westminster,  which  is  the 
property  of  this  Commomveaith,  apian  of  which  is  on  the 
files  of  the  General  Court : 

Resolved^  That  Abner  Iloldeuy  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  sale  of  the  said  tract 
of  land  at  public  or  private  sale,  for  public  securities  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  such  person  or  persons,  as  shall  be 
willing  to  purchase  the  same,  and  for  such  sum  or  sums 
as  he  may  think  is  the  most  that  can  be  procured  therefor, 
after  having  given  one  month's  notice  of  the  sale  thereof 
in  the  Worcester  newspaper,  and  in  the  towns  adjoining 
to  said  land,  and  by  posting  up  advertisements  of  the  same 
therein  ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  thereupon  empowered 
to  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  of  said  land 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  with  six  months  credit,  if 
it  should  be  found  necessary,  he  giving  good  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  securities  said  land  shall  be  sold  for ; 
and  he  is  directed  and  required  when  he  shall  have 
received  such  securities,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pay  the 
same  into  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  receive  the  same,  and  to  give 
duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in 
the  Secretary's  office.  March  24^  1786. 

Chapter  207. 

ChaV  207  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  BESJAUIN  LATHAM,  EMPOWER- 
^'  ING   the   justices  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  TO 

VARY  THE  SENTENCE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Benjamin  Latham,  j^raytn^  that  he 
may  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour  on  Castle  Island,  in  lieu 
of  a  confinement  in  goal : 
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Resolved^  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and  fully 
authorized,  to  vary  their  former  sentence  agreeably  to  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition,  and  to  sentence  the  said 
Latham  to  a  performance  of  hard  labour  on  Castle  Island^ 
for  so  long  a  term  as  they  shall  judge  fit,  in  lieu  of  his 
present  confinement  in  goal.  March  24^  1786. 

Chapter  208. 

RESOLVE    PROVIDING  A   FUND    FOR   PAYING   THE   JUDGES   OF  C7iat)*208 
THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT.  -^^ 

Resolved,  That  such  part  of  the  monies  as  may  accrue, 
and  be  received  into  the  treasury,  by  virtue  of  an  act 
passed  July  2d,  1785,  for  repealing  a  law  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, entitled,  *'  An  act  imposing  duties  on  licenced 
vellum,  parchment  and  paper,  and  for  imposing  othe'r 
duties  on  certain  papers,  commissions  and  processes,"  as 
shall  bo  amply  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  be,  and  hereby 
are,  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  for  the  space  of  one 
year,  and  no  longer;  and  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver 
General  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  hereby  directed  to  pay 
the  warrants,  that  are,  or  may  be  drawn  on  him  by  the 
Governor,  for  the  time  being,  with  advice  and  consent  of 
Council,  for  one  year's  salary  of  the  eaid  Justices,  from 
the  monies  he  may  receive  in  consequence  of  the  said  act. 

March  24,  1786. 
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Accessaries  to  crimes  and  felonious  assaults,  punishment  of  169 

Account,  actions  of,  proceedings  in,  regulated 521 

Account,  attested,  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  Common- 
wealth, to  be  transmitted  to  congress        ....      947 
Accounts  against  the  Commonwealth  to  be  seasonably  presented  for 

liquidation  and  allowance 118 

Accounts,  committee  on,  appointed 218 

compensation  of 390 

grants  to 248,  264,  364,  842,  903 

to  settle  with  the  commissary  of  pensioners     ....      354 
to  pass  upon  claims  for  wages,  etc. ,  on  account  of  the  Penob- 
scot expedition 907 

pay  established 918 

report  of,  on  the  accounts  of  guardian  of  Natick  Indians  932 

Accounts  of  treasurer  for  Essex  county,  allowed  ....  864 
of  treasurer  for  Plymouth  county,  allowed  ....  787 
of  treasurer  for  Worcester  county,  allowed  .  .681 

Accounts,  public,  committee  for  methodizing,  to  be  discharged  694 

message  from  governor  relative  to  settlement  of      .        .        .      722 


958  Index.. 

Actions  of  account,  proceedings  in,  regolftted 521 

Actions,  civil,  bail  in,  regulated 26 

Acton,  town  of,  assessment  of  taxes  in 267,  297 

Acts  and  resolves  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  transmitted  to  other 

states 639 

Adams,  town  of,  bequest  for  maintenance  of  free  school  in      .  129 
claims  against  estates  of  Elisha  Jones  and  John  Murray,  to 

be  examined 249 

Adams  and  Nourse,  agreement  with,  for  printing  acts  and  resolves  .  656 

payment  for  services,  authorized 333 

Adams,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 939 

Elijah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 365 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 367 

Samuel,  estate  of 940 

Samuel,  president  of  the  senate,  allowances  to         .       251,  311,  388 

Adultery,  punishment  for 117 

Agents  on  absentees'  estates,  relating  to  accounts  of .                        .  686 
Agents  to  ascertain  boundary  line  between  Commonwealth  and  state 

of  New  York,  appointed 895 

Agents  to  prosecute  claims  of  Commonwealth  to  lands  west  of  Hud- 
son river,  appointed 159 

allowances  to '   230,  342,  375 

to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  records  and  papers    .        .       230,  342 

may  restrict  consideration 383 

Agents  to  represent  claims  of  Commonwealth  to  lands  west  of 

Hudson  river  in  congress,  appointed  .  .        .       231,305 

Agents,  regimental,  certificates  for  arrears  of  soldiers'  wages  to  be 

delivered  by 904 

Ager,  Nahum,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 177 

Agreement  with  Adams  and  Nourse  for  printing  acts  and  resolves    .  656 

Albert,  Frederick,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 846 

Alden,  Ichabod,  widow  of,  to  receive  pension 696 

Aldrldge,  Luke,  soldier,  pension  granted 360 

Alewlfe  fishery  In  streams  In  town  of  Kingston,  regulated         .        .  482 

Alford,  town  of,  fine  abated 662 

Aliens  and  absentees,  act  relating  to 105 

Allan,  Col.  John,  superintendent  of  Eastern  Indians,  accounts  to  be 

settled 226 

allowance  to 271 

report  on  presentation  of  a  belt  of  wampum  to  congress .  227 

Allen,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 772 

David,  soldier,  allowance  to 265 

James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 857 

Joseph,  appointed  manager  of  a  lottery 435 

Almsbury,  town  of,  fine  abated 232 

East  Parish  in,  empowered  to  sell  land 851 

West  Parish  in,  empowered  to  sell  land 853 
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Amee,  Samuel,  soldier,  allowance  to 886 

American  Independence,  anniversary  of,  to  be  commemorated  .  235 

Ames,  Moses,  account  of,  to  be  settled 938 

Amity,  schooner,  permission  for  loading  and  clearance,  granted        .      761 
Ammldown,  Caleb,  collector  of  excise  and  impost,  to  settle  with 

Francis  Bridge 725 

Amory,  John,  absentee,  license  granted  to  reside  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, approved 248,  281,  401,  697 

Thomas,  relating  to  claim  of 752 

Amos,  Rachel,  and  Jemima  Sawommog,  Indian  women,  resolve  on 

the  petition  of 758 

Anderson,  Thomas,  soldier,  pension  granted 896 

Androscoggin  river  and  plantation  of  Bakerstown,^allowance  for 

survey  of 344 

Angler,  Samuel,  soldier,  pension  granted 676 

Anniversary  of  American  Independence  to  be  commemorated   .        .      235 

Appleton,  Nathaniel,  allowance  to 394 

continental  loan  officer,  to  complete  bonds  and  qualify    .        .      817 
Army,  grant  for  payment  of  transportation  of  stores  to    .        .  219 
Massachusetts  line  of,  certificates  for  arrears  of  pay  due  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of,  to  be  delivered 904 

Arson  and  other  malicious  burning,  punishment  for  .        .        .       157,  169 
Arson,  punishment  of  accessaries  to  the  crime  of      .        .        .        .169 
Articles  of  confederation,  congress  requested  to  recommend  conven- 
tion of  delegates  to  revise 666 

delegates  In  congress  authorized  to  ratify  an  amendment  to    .      451 

resolve  staying  proceedings  for  revising 789 

Artillery  companies,  to  be  supplied  with  gun  houses .        .        .        .294 

Ashburnham,  town  of,  deduction  from  valuation        ....      883 

part  of  town  of.  Incorporated  into  town  of  Gardner        .  443 

Ashfield,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 291 

fine  abated 394 

Ashley,  Joseph,  and  Mary  Leonard,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .       402,  683 
David,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .        .        .  445 
John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     ...        .      445 
Assessors  of  rates  and  taxes  to  be  chosen  annually ;  duties,  etc.,  de- 
fined      523 

of  towns,  to  make  a  return  of  land,  buildings,  etc.,  in  their 

respective  towns 42 

Assessors  of  town  of  Harvard,  to  assess  certain  classes    .        .  790 

of  town  of  Lancaster,  to  continue  time  of  assessment     .  657 

of  plantation  of  Lewlston,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .671 
of  the  first  precinct  of  the  town  of  Newton,  warrant  granted 

to,  for  collection  of  taxes 770 

of  town  of  Shelburne,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .      684 
of  town  of  Winchendon,  to  assess  the  inhabitants  of  Gardner 

their  Just  proportion ',        .864 
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Atheam,  James,  appointed  gaardian  to  Gay  Head  Indians  628 

James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 886 

James,  and  Shubael  Cottle,  resolve  on  the  petition  of             .  784 

Atberton,  Caleb,  soldier,  pension  granted 241 

Israel,  manager  of  lottery,  discharged  from  the  trust      .        .  321 

Athol,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 873,  878 

committee  to  repair  to,  and  settle  differences  between  said 

town  and  district  of  Orange 651 

and  district  of  Orange,  report  of  committee  to  adjust  matters 

between 767 

Attorney  general,  to  defend  suits  relative  to  confiscated  estates  272 

petition  of  Thomas  Ives  referred  to 333 

Attorneys,  admission  of,  regulated 475 

Austin,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .  273 
Avery,  James,  collector  of  excise  at  Machias,  governor's  message 

regarding  letter  from 720 

John,  Jr.,  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  allowances  to,     371,  678 

Ayer,  Thomas,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .  650 

Ayre,  Elijah,  refugee,  land  granted  to 663 

Ayres,  John,  Jr.,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.          .  780 

B. 

Babbage,  Cortney,  land  granted  to 925 

William,  land  granted  to 925 

Babcock,  George,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 802 

Isaiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 898 

Babb,  John,  discharged  from  payment  of  certain  taxes             .        .  392 

Bacon,  Elijah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 814,  849 

Isaac,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 352 

John,  member  of  committee 660 

John,  to  give  bqnd 929 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 217,  226 

John,  trustee 130 

Badlam,  Ezra,  Lieut.  Col  ,  message  relative  to  petition  of         .  768 
Bagley,  Cook  and  Woodman,  land  granted  to,  annexed  to  toiyn  of 

Lebanon 187 

Bail  in  civil  actions,  regulated 26 

Baker,  John,  relative  to  wages  drawn  by 832 

John,  and  John  Choate  empowered  to  hear  complaint  of  Wil- 
liam Prescott 358 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 811 

Joseph,  commissary  of  purchases,  accounts  to  be  settled       .  926 

William,  messenger  to  the  general  court,  allowances  to,  242,  261, 

299,  413,  693,  765,  939 

William,  relathig  to  duties  of 859 

William,  Jr.,  clerk  of  the  senate,  allowance  to        .        .        .251 
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Bakerstown,  plantation  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  settlers  in      .      811 

and  Androscoggin  river,  allowance  for  survey  of     .        .        .      844 
Baldwin,  Loammi,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        •        .        .       850,  858 

Loammi,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 82S 

Pomp,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .        .      259 
Ball,  Mary,  and  William  Minns,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .  809 

Robert,  allowance  to  executors  of 809 

Ballard,  William  Hudson,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  .  900 
Ball's  Swamp,  in  Springfield,  incorporated  into  a  common  field  .  501 
Bancroft,  James,  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  pay  rolls    .      682,  738 

James,  member  of  committee 663 

Barnard,  John,  member  of  committee 851 

John,  soldier,  allowance  to 348 

Thomas,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society        .      615 
Barnes,  David  Leonard,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .752 

Silas,  relative  to  collection  of  taxes  by 365 

Barnstable  county,  tax  granted 347,  838 

Barnstable,  town  of,  tax  abated 374 

Barracks  and  other  works  at  Hull,  may  be  levelled  ....  336 
Barre,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of 

Hubbardston  to  be  annexed  to 798 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  selectmen  of    .        .        .        .       678,  842 
Barret,  Amos,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.      .  286 

Amos,  and  Silas  Hodges,  executions  stayed  on  judgments  in 

favor  of 760 

Barrows,  Malachi,  soldier,  pension  granted 911 

Bartlett,  Enoch,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      406 

Dr.  Josiah,  sale  of  land  authorized 798 

Nicholas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 236 

Simeon,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .      851 

Bass,  Henry,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 939 

Bastard  children,  penalty  for  concealing  birth  of  .        .123 

maintenance  of,  provided  for 559 

Bates,  Edward,  soldier,  pension  granted 838 

Thomas,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .      445 
Bath,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 423 

fine  remitted 917 

treasurer  directed  to  credit,  for  men  furnished  405 

Battles,  Jeremiah,  allowance  to 220 

Beals,  Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 808 

Bean,  John,  execution  in  favor  of,  stayed 245 

John,  judgment  In  favor  of,  annulled 290 

Becket,  town  of,  tax  abated 631 

Beef,  exportation  regulated 102 

receipts  for,  to  be  furnished  to  Oliver  Phelps  .        .       315,  368,  413 
Belchertown,  inhabitants  of  town  of,  to  choose  collector .        .        .679 

collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of,  may  be  discharged    .  869 
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Belchertown,  selectmen  to  give  bonds  for  Hezeklah  Root          .         .  869 

Belfast,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 361 

Belknap,  Abraham,  empowered  to  collect  taxes  In  Framlngham        .  324 

Beltremleux,  Paul,  naturalized 485 

Bemls,  Ellsha  and  Phineas,  set  off  from  Framlngham  to  South- 
borough        551 

Benefit  of  clergy,  plea  of,  not  to  be  further  allowed  ....  154 

Bennet,  William,  relative  to  wages  drawn  by 926 

Bent,  Thomas,  collector,  appointment  superseded      ....  879 
William,  and  Samuel  Blackman,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and 

show  cause,  etc 644 

Berkshire  county,  certain  inhabitants  of,  discharged  from  penalty 

incurred  by  inoculation  for  small-pox        ....  679 

committee  appointed  to  sell  unappropriated  lands  in        .  660 
committee  for  the  sale  of  unappropriated  lands  in,  to  pay  for 

building  road  over  Hoosuck  mountain        ....  946 

election  of  grand  Jurors  in 644 

provision  for  survey  and  sale  of  certain  lauds  In      .        .        .  770 

tax  granted 238, 848 

times  and  places  established  for  holding  courts  In  .        .       449,  552 
Berkley,  town  of,  discharged  from  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of 

money S66 

Berlin,  district  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 227,  326 

Bernard,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 647 

Berwick,  town  of,  executions  against,  stayed 897 

Beverly,  First  Parish  in,  allowance  to 839 

Blddeford,  township  of,  relating  to  property  of  Sir  William  Pep- 

perell  in 881 

Bigelow,  Timothy,  allowance  to 828 

Timothy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 777 

Bishop,  Enos,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .252 

Black,  Joseph,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.     .        .  678 
Blackman,  Samuel,  and  William  Bent,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and 

show  cause,  etc 644 

Black  Prince,  ship,  allowance  for  loss  of 372,  412 

Blake,  John  W,  allowance  to 763 

Blanchard,  Solomon,  soldier,  allowance  to 276 

Bliss,  Alexander,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .                 .  445 

Blockhouse  at  Machias,  to  be  disposed  of 674 

Blodget,  Jonas,  soldier,  pension  granted 642 

BIo>yers,  Sampson  Salter,  absentee,  action  of  ejectment  suspended,  398 
Board  of  treasury  of  the  United  States,  sureties  for  a  commissioner 

of,  to  be  indemnified  by  the  state 424 

Board  of  war,  allowance  for  settlement  of  storekeeper's  account    .  334 

accounts  of,  to  be  delivered  to  treasurer 298 

Boden,  William,  sale  of  land  to,  by  Natlck  Indians,  confirmed  .  418 

Bolkcom,  John  and  David,  executors,  empowered  to  give  deed        .  765 
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Bolkcom,  Samuel,  estate  of 755 

Bollan,  William,  grant  to  heirs  of 637 

Bolton,  town  of,  relating  to  certain  taxes  in       ...        .       227,  325 
Bond,  Amos,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge,  etc.,  in  Water- 
town     18 

William,  naturalized 488 

Boothbay,  town  of,  taxes  abated 815 

Borland,  John,  absentee,  estate  of 687 

Boston,  town  of ,  act  regulating  market  in,  repealed  .        .        .        .  114 

allowance  for  erection  of  hospital  In  the  westerly  part  of       .  340 

guards  at  the  magazine  in,  to  be  discharged     ....  837 

judgments  rendered  in,  during  its  possession  by  British  troops, 

declared  null  and  void 490 

light  house  in  harbor  of,  to  be  furnished  with  supplies    .        .  826 

overseers  of  the  poor  may  employ  a  physician  to  attend  alms- 
house    211, 850 

to  prevent  damage  from  fire  in 451 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of       ...        .  782 
Boston  and  Charlestown,  bridge  between,  over  Charles  river,  pro- 
prietors Incorporated 135 

Boundary  line  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  state  of  New 

York,  committee  to  ascertain,  appointed   ....  5 

allowance  to 245 

commissioners  to  determine,  to  be  appointed  by  the  United 

States 446 

message  relative  to 716 

Bounties,  due  certain  soldiers,  to  hi  allowed      .....  307 

to  be  consolidated 241 

Bounties  to  be  paid  on  whale  oil 795 

Bourne,  Shearjashub,  member  of  committee       ....       767,  781 

Shearjashub,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 826 

Bowdoin,  James,  governor,  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon         .  708 

address  of 705 

Bowdoinham,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed      ....  423 

taxes  abated 406 

Bowers,  Josiah,  and  William  Tompson,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .  338 
Boyer,  Peter,  appointed  on  committee  for  methodizing  public  ac- 
counts    804 

Boylston,  town  of,  incorporated 544 

addition  to  valuation 883 

Bradford,  town  of,  First  Parish  In,  collection  of  taxes  In  .        .        .  252 

Bradley,  Abraham,  account  of,  to  be  settled 938 

Bradshaw,  Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 210 

Bradstreet,  Moses,  and  others,  set  off  from  Ipswich  to  liowley         .  491 

Bragdon,  Joshua,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 757 

Bralntree,  North  Parish  of,  petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Squantnm  to 

be  annexed  to 298 
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Brattle,  Thomas,  absentee,  license  granted  to  reside  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, approved 243,  281,  401,  697 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 878 

Bray,  Nathaniel,  land  granted  to 924 

Breck,  Robert,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 438 

Samuel,  allowance  to,  for  erecting  a  hospital  in  Boston  .  340 

Samuel,  meml>er  of  committee 817 

Brewer,  Charles,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .  445 

Daniel,  absentee,  estate  of 695 

Bridge,  Ebenezer,  commissioner  to  treat  with  Penobscot  Indians,  233,  246 

Ebenezer,  member  of  committee 255,  651 

Ebenezer,  member  of  committee  to  wait  on  governor      .        .817 

Ebenezer,  and  Samuel  Thatcher,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .  387 

Francis,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 785 

Bridge  over  Charles  river  between  Boston  and  Charlestown,  pro- 
prietors of,  incorporated 135 

over  Charles  river  in  Watertown,  lottery  for  widening  and  re- 
pairing, etc 12 

over  river  Parker  in  Newbury,  tolls  established  for  repairs, 

etc.,  of 492 

over  river  Parker,  certain  persons  exempted  from  paying 

tolls !  847 

over  river  TuUy,  district  of  Orange  to  maintain  .        .337 

Bridge  water,  furnaces  at,  to  be  sold 291 

machine  for  boring  cannon  to  remain  at 336 

Brigadier  General  Waldo,  estate  of 841 

Briggs,  James,  Jr.,  and  David  Little,  administrators,  resolve  on  the 

petition  of 861 

Brigham,  Winslow,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 365 

Bristol,  county  of,  sheriff  to  remove  prisoners  to  Plymouth  county 

goal 654 

treasurer's  accounts  allowed  and  tax  granted  .        .  .332 

Bristol,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 939 

taxes  abated 315 

British  subjects,  encroachments  by,  agents  appointed  to  investigate,  242 

allowance  to  commissioners  on 409 

governor  requested  to  pursue  measures  recommended  by  con- 
gress concerning 265 

governor  requested  to  write  inhabitants  of  Moose  island  con- 
cerning           932 

message  of  governor  concerning 783,  920 

relating  to  official  correspondence  concerning  ....  398 
representation  to  be  made  to  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia 

concerning 242 

report  on,  etc.,  to  be  forwarded  to  delegates  in  congress  397 

report  of  committee  on  governor's  message  concerning  .        .  265 

resolve  relating  to 892 
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British  subjects,  Jadgments  for  interest  on  actions  brought  by,  to 

be  suspended 800, 388 

British  subjects  and  absentees,  congress  requested  to  determine  cer- 
tain questions  relative  to 802 

Britt,  Edmund,  soldier,  pension  granted 298 

BrooUine,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 416 

fine  abated 688 

Brooks,  John,  member  of  committee 805,  949 

Brown,  Andrew,  allowance  to 295 

Benjamin,  member  of  committee 813 

David,  and  John  Buttrlck,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .      649 

Growen,  and  William  Todd,  allowance  to 664 

John,  soldier,  allowance  to 807 

Paul,  soldier,  pension  granted 688 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 758 

Thomas,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .871 

William,  estate  of 204,  284,  870,  897 

William,  member  of  committee 818 

Brunson,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 662 

Buck,  Jonathan,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 861 

Samuel,  allowance  to 220 

Buckminster,  Lawson,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.,      655 

Buffam,  Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 888 

Bullard,  Seth,  member  of  committee 950 

Seth,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 868 

Burbank,  Abraham,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 498 

Burgess,  William,  relative  to  claim  of 288,  289 

Bnrghardt,  John,  3d,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 692 

Burglary,  punishment  for 128 

punishment  of  accessaries  to  the  crime  of        .        .  .169 

Burk,  Anthony,  refugee,  land  granted  to 66 

Burnam,  Hannah,  may  sell  certain  lands 837 

Reuben,  estate  of 837 

Burnt  Coat  Island,  sale  of,  empowered 272 

Burrell,  Lemuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .        .       419,  675 

Burt,  David,  to  render  account  of  sales  of  powder     ....      782 

Elam,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .  .        .445 

Bush,  Jotham,  estate  of 245 

Jotham,  Judgment  against,  discharged 672 

Butter,  exportation  regulated 477 

Buttrick,  John,  and  David  Brown,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .      649 
Buxton,  town  of,  taxes  abated 297 

c. 

Cady,  Jeremiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 404 

Cagnehew,  Israel,  Indian,  estate  of 781 

Calderwood,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .      888 
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Call,  Caleb,  estate  of 798 

Cambridge,  committee  to  purchase  a  barrack  at,  etc.                 •         .  S63 
Cambridge,  town  of,  First  Precinct  in,  may  raise  money  for  dis- 
charge of  debts 9 

First  Parish  in,  assessment  of  certain  taxes  confirmed    .         .  309 
Campbell,  Alexander,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting   ...         .97 

John,  execution  In  favor  of.  stayed 869 

John,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc  .        .         .  383 

John,  allowance  to 677 

John,  land  granted  to 924 

Canaan,  plantation  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .  801 

Cannon,  governor  requested  to  take  order  concerning               .         .  281 

machine  for  boring,  to  remain  at  Dridgewater ....  336 

Cape  Elizabeth,  town  of,  may  exhibit  duplicate  receipts  of  beef  .  280 
Carlisle,  district  of,  assessment  of  taxes  in  ...  .  267,  297 
Carleton,  Thomas,  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  resolve  on  letter 

from 673 

Carman,  Levi,  land  granted  to 924 

Carnes,  John,  member  of  committee 815 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 390 

Carpenter,  Bradford,  refugee,  land  granted  to 663 

Edmund,  deed  of  land  to,  authorized 755 

Carr,  Dr.  Moses,  bill  for  attendance  to  be  paid  .  '.  .  .  .  746 
Carter,  Ephraim,  Jr.,  appointed  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of 

bridges,  etc.,  in  Lancaster 321 

Cashman,  Isaiah,  execution  In  favor  of,  to  be  stayed         .        .        .  674 

Isaiah,  selectmen  of  Plympton  to  rectify  pay  roll  concerning 

service  of 735 

Castaing,  Capt.  Peter,  allowance  to 212 

commended  for  service  in  the  army 212 

Castle  island,  convicts  sentenced  to  hard  labor  to  be  confined  at       .  163 

committee  appointed  to  construct  prison  for  convicts  confined 

at 927 

Castle,  repairs  to  be  made  at  the 244,  255 

resolve  continuing  establishment  for 808 

Castle  William,  resolve  making  establishment  for      ....  919 
Cavalry,  regiment  of,  may  be  raised  in  Worcester  county  .        .        .  520 
Census  and  description  of  land,  buildings,  etc.,  within  the  Common- 
wealth, authorized 42 

Certificates,  issued  by  the  treasurer  in  discharge  of  army  notes, 

penalty  for  forging 161 

for  arrears  of  pay  due  officers  and  soldiers,  to  be  delivered 

them 904 

of  service,  etc.,  to  be  filed  in  claims  for  pensions    .        .        .  908 
Chadboum,  Benjamin,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  .        .        .        .127 

Benjamin,  member  of  committee 240,  832 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 901 

Chamberlain,  Aaron,  land  granted  to 786,  816 
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Chamberlain,  Joshua,  judgment  in  favor  of,  reversed        .  207 

Samuel,  estate  of 787 

Champion,  Alexander,  relative  to  claim  of 288,  289 

Alexander,  real  estate  may  be  conveyed  to       ...        .      409 
Chandler,  Charles,  authorized  to  improve  estate  of  John  Chandler   .      843 

John,  absentee,  estate  of 843,  349,  630,  638 

Nathaniel,  absentee,  license  granted  to  reside  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, approved 243,281,401,697 

Chapin,  Abel,  estate  of 918 

Oliver,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 771 

Capt.  Phineas,  empowered  to  sell  certain  lands  .        .918 

Chappaquldick,  island  of,  committee  to  repair  to,  and  report    .  767 

Charitable  Society,  Scots,  incorporated 561 

Charitable  Society,  Massachusetts  Congregational,  incorporated  614 

Charlemont,  part  of,  with  Green  and  Walker's  grant,  incorporated  as 

the  town  of  Heath 116 

Charles  river,  bridge  over,  between  Boston  and  Charlestown,  pro- 
prietors incorporated 135 

bridge  over,  in  Watertown,  lottery  for  repair  of,  etc.  12 

committee  to  make  inquiry  respecting  passage  of  fish      .       813,  950 

resolve  for  preservation  of  oysters  In 490 

Charlestown  and  Boston,  bridge  over  Charles  river  between,  pro- 

prietors  incorporated 135 

Charlton,  Congregational  Parish  in,  incorporated       ....        86 

Chatham,  town  of,  taxes  abated 653 

Chester,  town  of,  tax  abated 367 

Chesterfield,  town  of,  taxes  abated 366 

execution  against,  stayed 946 

Children,  bastard,  penalty  for  concealing  birth  of,  etc.      .        .        .123 

maintenance  of 559 

Chllds,  Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 209 

Chilmark,  assessors  of,  to  make  new  lists  of  state  tax       .        .        .741 
town  of,  to  be  credited  for  certain  taxes  .        .        .        .  634 

Choate,  John,  allowance  to 669 

John,  relating  to  grant  of  land  to 773 

Stephen,  directed  to  pay  certain  money  Into  the  treasury  335 

Stephen,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 773 

Stephen,  and  others,  incorporated  into  a  charitable  society     .      615 
John,  and  John  Baker  empowered  to  hear  complaint  of  Wil- 
liam Prescott       358 

Church  wardens,  etc.,  to  be  deemed  bodies  corporate  In  certain  cases,      532 
Circular  to  be  sent  to  the  supreme  executive  of  each  state         .        .      667 

Civil  actions,  ball  in,  regulated 26 

Civil  causes,  forms  of  writs  and  mode  of  proceeding  prescribed,      86,  158 

Civil  lists 197,621 

Claims  against  the  United  States,  commissioner  on,  requested  to 

give  his  attendance  at  Boston 634 
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Claims  of  Commonwealth  to  lands  west  of  Hadson  river,  agents 

appointed  to  prosecute 159 

agents  appointed  to  prosecute,  may  restrict   consideration 

of 883 

agents  on,  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  records,  etc.    .  290 

allowances  to 280.  842,  875 

commissioners  on,  appointed 422 

may  employ  counsel 802 

delegates  in  congress  constituted  agents  to  act  in  behalf  of,     28 1 ,  805 

federal  court  to  be  constituted  to  determine     ....  908 
John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan  to  act  as  agents  in  congress 

in  behalf  of 805 

message  concerning 877 

Claims  for  pensions,  certificates  of  service  to  be  filed  in   .                .  908 

Clap,  Daniel,  member  of  committee 841 

Daniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

Supply,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 278 

Clark,  Hobart,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 850 

Capt.  Samuel,  pension  granted 280 

Capt.  Silas,  pension  granted 751 

Clarke,  Parker,  reftigee,  land  g^ranted  to 668 

Gideon,  Jr.,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .  626 
Solomon,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .                .801 

Thomas,  member  of  committee 895 

Thomas,  sheriff  of   Essex  county  to  receive   consolidated 

securities  from 668 

Thomas,  and  others,  appointed  committee  on  accounts   .  771 

Cleaveland,  Ephralm,  to  be  paid  consolidated  note     ....  665 

Clergy,  benefit  of,  plea  of,  not  to  be  further  allowed .                         .  16i 

Clerks  in  various  state  offices,  allowances  to 810 

Clock  jacks,  exclusive  right  to  make  and  sell,  granted  to  Simon 

WiUard  for  five  years 46 

Clough,  Joseph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  445 

Cobb,  Samuel,  relating  to  claim  of 788 

Cocoa  and  chocolate,  buildings  used  for  manufacture  of,  to  be 

licensed 451 

Codman,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 761 

Coffin,  Beulah,  relating  to  claim  of 788 

John  and  Timothy,  relating  to  service  of  a  writ  against .  762 

Jonathan,  8d,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 984 

Margaret,  real  estate  may  be  sold  for  benefit  of       .        .        .  810 
Mary,  authorized  to  sell  certain  real  estate       .        .        .        .810 

Peleg,  member  of  committee 928 

Feleg,  Jr.,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

Cohasset,  town  of,  execution  against,  discharged       .        .        .        .286 
Coin,  foreign  gold  and  silver,  congress  requested  to  establish  values 

of 267 
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Coin,  silver  and  gold,  ralne  determined 84 

silver  and  copper,  governor  and  conncii  to  consider  best 

method  of  coining 949 

Colt,  Isaac,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 677,  941 

Colbey,  Joseph,  land  granted  to 924 

Colby,  Ambrose,  land  granted  to 924 

Cole,  Benjamin,  land  granted  to 925 

Collector  of  excise  and  naval  officer,  for  Dukes  county,  to  return 

articles  seized 771 

Collectors,  delinquent,  to  be  compelled  to  settle  their  accounts         .  816 

returns  of,  to  be  made  under  oath,  etc 817 

of  impost  and  excise,  to  continue  to  exercise  their  duties  to  a 

certain  date 381 

to  suspend  prosecuting  bonds  given  by  inhabitants  of  New 

Hampshire 248 

Collectors  of  public  taxes,  directed  to  render  accounts  .        .961 

of  rates  and  taxes,  choice  and  appointment  of         .        .        .  667 

of  taxes,  accounts  of,  to  be  laid  before  the  legislature    .        .  247 

College,  Harvard,  allowances  to  president  and  professors  of             .  216 

annual  income  granted  to,  from  Charles  river  bridge       .        .  188 

Collins,  Daniel,  trustee 180 

Colt,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 848 

Colton,  Andrew,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  446 

Commerce,  foreign,  certain  powers  vested  in  congress  concerning    .  41 

message  of  governor  concerning  powers  vested  In  congress 

for  the  regulation  of 887 

Commerce  and  navigation,  regulation  of     .  .  489,  477,  489 

Commercial  regulations,  message  concerning     ....       876,  916 

between  the  states,  commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  consider,  947 

Commissary  general,  allowance  to 678 

to  call  on  Joseph  Noyes  for  proceeds  of  twenty  Are  arms  669 

to  credit  Isaac  Snow  with  value  of  twenty-flve  Are  arms         .  659 

directed  to  deliver  cannon  to  the  town  of  Worcester       .        .  912 

to  discharge  guards  doing  duty  at  magazine  in  Boston    .  887 

to  erect  light  house  at  Nantucket 808 

to  fit  out  the  state  yacht  for  committee  on  encroachments  264 

to  furnish  supplies  to  committee  on  unappropriated  lands  627 

to  furnish  supplies  for  light  house  in  Boston  harbor       .        .  826 
to  furnish  supplies  to  keeper  of  light  houses  at  Thatcher's 

island 266 

to  give  bond 227 

grants  to,  for  supplies,  etc.  204,  266,  804,  827,  641,  743,  744 

to  make  repairs  to  the  castle  in  Boston  harbor       .        .        .  244 

to  purchase  ordnance  and  military  stores 304 

return  of  copper,  etc.  at  Brldgewater,  to  be  made  to               .  886 

to  supply  garrison  at  the  castle 744 

to  supply  light  houses 204,  748 
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Commissary  of  military  stores,  to  be  notified  of  all  military  stores  in 

the  Commonwealth  belonging  to  the  United  States   .  311 

Commissary  of  pensioners,  accoonts  to  be  settled      ....  354^ 

allowance  to,  for  expenditures  and  service        ....  785 

grant  to,  for  payment  of  pensions 356 

Commissary  of  small  stores,  etc.,  grant  in  settlement  of  accounts    .  224 
Commissioner  on  claims  against  United  States,  to  give  his  attend- 
ance at  Boston 634 

Commissioner  of  Continental  Loan  office,  to  complete  bonds  and 

qualify 817 

Commissioners  to  consider  commercial  regulations   between   the 

states,  message  concerning 876,  915 

Commissioners,  appointed  to  ascertain  boundary  line  between  the 

Commonwealth  and  state  of  New  York,  allowance  to  245 
appointed  to  ascertain  boundary  line  between  Commonwealth 

and  state  of  New  York,  relating  to  correspondence  of      .  895 
appointed  to  attend  convention  to  consider  commercial  regula- 
tions between  the  states 947 

appointed  to  examine  claims  of  Manasseh  DlvoU  .  846 
appointed  to  represent  claims  of  Commonwealth  to  lands 

west  of  Hudson  river  in  congress,  may  employ  counsel  302 
appointed  to  represent  Commonwealth  In  congress  .  .  .  805 
to  constitute  a  federal  court  to  examine  Into  a  controversy 
between  Commonwealth  and  state  of  New  York,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  agents  representing  both  states  .  .  .  903 
to  deliver  their  report,  etc. ,  to  agents  for  Commonwealth  .  384 
to  determine  boundary  line  between  Commonwealth  and  state 

of  New  York,  to  be  appointed  by  congress         .        .        .  446 
to  treat  with  Penobscot  Indians,  appointed       .        .        .       233,  246 

on  encroachments  by  British  subjects,  allowance  to  .  .  409 
on  lands  west  of  Hudson  river,  to  be  appointed  .  .  422,  903 
of  sewers  to  assess  proprietors  of  Great  Swamp  In  the  county 

of  Hampshire 747 

Commissions,  fees  for  issuing 458 

Committee  on  accounts,  appointed 213,  771 

allowances  to 248,  264,  364,  800,  842,  903 

pay  established 390,  918 

to  pass  upon  claims  for  wages,  etc.,  on  account  of  the  Penob- 
scot expedition 907 

report  of,  on  accounts  of  the  guardian  of  Natick  Indians        .  932 

Committee  on  absentees*  estates,  execution  against,  discharged        .  687 

Committee  on  eastern  lands,  allowance  to 816 

Committee  for  liquidating  accounts,  directed  to  settle  with  Jonathan 

Hale,  Jr.,  and  David  fiurt 782 

Committee  for  methodizing  public  accounts,  to  close  accounts  of  the 

committees  on  absentees'  estates 221 

to  settle  accounts  of  Col.  John  Allan 226 
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Committee  for  methodizing  public  accoants,  to  be  discharged  .  694 

allowance  to 810 

Peter  Boyer  appointed  a  member  of 804 

Committee  on  military  stores,  accounts  allowed         ....  889 

Committee  for  revising  laws,  pay  established 696 

Committee  for  the  sale  of  unappropriated  lands  in  Berkshire  county, 

to  pay  for  building  road  over  Hoosuck  mountain               .  946 
Committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees'  estates,  In  the  coanty  of  Berk- 
shire, to  examine  claims  of  the  town  of  Adams  249 
Committee  on  sales  of  absentees'  estates  for  the  county  of  Bristol, 

deed  given  by,  confirmed 776 

Committee  to  sell  confiscated  estates  in  county  of  Suffolk,  empow- 
ered to  sell  certain  real  estate 894 

Committee  for  settling  with  the  army,  to  certify  balances  due  nine 

months'  men 985 

to  certify  claims  for  bounty 806 

directed  to  consolidate  bounties 241 

to  examine  and  certify  certain  accounts 980 

Committee  for  settling  accounts  of  board  of  war,  to  deliver  to  treas- 
urer said  accounts,  etc 293 

Committee  on  unappropriated  lands,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 

empowered  to  sell  land 882 

in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  allowances  to  .  .  .  256,  420,  948 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  directions  to  .  .  .  256,  282,  805 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  empowered  to  sell  certain  islands,  271,  272 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  empowered  to  sell  land,    271,  306,  869,  400 

in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  be  furnished  certain  supplies  627 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  John  Brooks  appointed,  vice  Nathan 

Dane 805 

in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  relating  to  sales  of  land  by  .  862 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  report  of,  concerning  townships  Nos. 

1,  2,  4,  5,  6 406 

in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  report  of,  concerning  townships  Nos. 

1,  4,  6,  6 645 

in  the  county  of  York,  empowered  to  sell  land         .        .       220,  300 

Committee  on  valuation,  pay  of  members  established         .               799,  868 

allowance  to 803 

Committee  to  repair  to  town  of  Rochester  and  report        .        .  636 
Committee  empowered  to  sell  lands  belonging  to  East  Parish  of 

Almsbury 861 

Committee  empowered  to  sell  lands  belonging  to  West  Parish  of 

Almsbury 853 

Committee  for  surveying  plantation  of  Bakerstown  and  Andros- 
coggin river,  allowance  to 344 

Committee  for  sale  of  absentees'  estates  in  Bristol  county,  empowered 

to  settle  claim  of  George  Williams 636 

Committee  for  sale  of  absentees'  estates  in  county  of  Essex,  directed 

to  surrender  certain  real  estate 395 
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Committee  for  sale  of  confiscated  estates  in  coanty  of  Worcester, 

authorized  to  pay  Levi  Lincoln  for  certain  services  .  .  853 
Committee  for  methodizing  accounts,  instructions  to,  regarding 

claims  against  United  States 357 

to  examine  treasurer's  accounts  and  make  report  409 
Committee  of  valuation,  report  of,  to  be  bound  in  one  volume  with 

county  estimates 883 

Committee  of  the  states,  relative  to  the  adjournment  of     .        .  295 

Committee  for  settling  with  the  army,  to  pay  Andrew  Brown  .  .  295 
Committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees'  estates,  to  give  deed  of  certain 

lands  in  the  county  of  Berkshire 298 

COMMITTKES  : 

to  adjust  demands  on  estate  of  Israel  Cagnehew  .      78i 

to  attend  to  repairs  on  state  house  and  council  house  .      258 

to  confer  with  legislative  committee  from  New  Hampshire,  698,  718 
to  consider  letter  from  delegates  In  congress  concerning  peace 

establishment,  report  of 258 

to  correct  a  certain  deed 857 

to  construct  prison  for  convicts  confined  at  Castle  island  .  927 
to  dispose  of  part  of  island  of  Mount  Desert  .  .  .778 
to  exempt  certain  persons  from  paying  tolls  ....  847 
on  governor's  message,  report  certain  articles  may  be  received 

In  lieu  of  money  for  tax 864 

on  governor's  message  respecting  claims  of  province  of  New 

Brunswick,  report  of 892 

to  have  copies  of  Plymouth  Company  claim  printed        .        .815 

to  lay  out  grant  of  land  to  Arthur  Lee 240 

to  make  inquiry  respecting  passage  of  fish  up  Charles  river,  818,  950 
to  procure  pay  rolls  for  nine  months  men  ....  682 
to  procure  extracts  from  pay  rolls  for  nine  months  men  .      788 

to  purchase  a  barrack,  etc.,  at  Cambridge  .        .358 

to  repair  to  town  of  Athol  and  report 651 

to  repair  to  town  of  Athol  and  district  of  Orange  and  report,  767 
to  repair  to  plantation  of  Bakerstown  and  report  .  .  .811 
to  repair  to  island  of  Chappaquldlck  and  report  .  .  .767 
to  repair  to  town  of  Cummlngton  and  report  ....  844 
to  repair  to  town  of  Hubbardston  and  report  .  .  .  .798 
to  repair  to  town  of  Rochester  and  report       ....      636 

to  repair  to  town  of  Sudbury  and  report 668 

to  repair  to  plantation  of  Sylvester  and  report  .  .  .815 
to  repair  to  town  of  Wareham  and  report  .  .895 

to  report  regarding  fishway  at  Flint*s  mill  on  Ipswich  river  .  665 
to  sell  land  belonging  to  Commonwealth  adjoining  the  town 

of  Westminster 952 

to  set  off  land  granted  Aaron  Chamberlain  ....  786 
to  set  off  part  of  farm  belonging  to  John  Murray,  absentee  341 

to  set  off  and  execute  deeds  of  land  to  Lady  Mary  Pep- 

perell 882 
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to  have  survey  made  of  lands  between  Westminster  and  Fitch- 
burg     825 

to  treat  with  Lady  Pepperell  and  daughter,  report  approved   .  881 

to  view  certain  towns  in  Lincoln  county  and  report         .  255 

to  wait  on  James  Bowdoln,  governor 708 

Common  field,  proprietors  of,  in  the  town  of  Deerfleld,  incor- 
porated          501 

in  Springfield,  incorporated 445,  501 

in  West  Springfield,  incorporated  .        .       471,498 

Common  field,  certain  lands  in  West  Springfield  incorporated  as  471 

Common  and  general  fields,  regulations  concerning  ....  587 

Common  nuisances,  act  for  prevention  of 429 

Commonwealth,  agents  of,  for  prosecution  of  claims  to  lands  west 
of  Hudson  river,  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  records 

and  papers 280 

and  state  of  New  Yorlc,  boundary  line  between,  commissioners 

appointed,  etc 5 

and  state  of  New  York,  boundary  line  between,  relating  to  895 
claims  of,  to  lands  west  of  Hndson  river,  agents  appointed 

to  prosecute 159 

claims  of,  to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river,  delegates  In  con- 
gress to  act  as  agents 281 

demands  or  accounts  against,  to  be  seasonably  presented  for 

liquidation  and  allowance 118 

land  belonging  to,  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States                111,  184 
land  belonging  to,  between  Fltchburg  and  Westminster,  to  be 

surveyed 825 

land  belonging  to  adjoining  town  of  Westminster,  may  be 

sold 952 

lands  belonging  to,  to  be  surveyed 898 

Comocho,  Deborah,  Natick  Indian,  estate  of 988 

Hezekiah,  Natick  Indian,  estate  of 988 

Sarah,  Natick  Indian,  account  of 988 

Conant,  William,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .  278 

Nathaniel,  land  of,  annexed  to  town  of  Sanford              .  557 

Confederation,  articles  of,  amendment  to 451 

Confiscated  estates  to  be  sold  at  public  auction 284 

attorney  general  to  defend  suits  relative  to      ...        .  272 

Congregational  Charitable  Society,  Massachnsetts,  incorporated  614 

Congregational  Parish  in  Charlton,  incorporated        ....  86 

Congregational  Society  in  Orange,  incorporated        ....  48 
Congress,  certain  powers  concerning  foreign  commerce  to  be  vested 

in 41 

message  concerning  powers  vested  in,  to  regulate  commerce  .  887 

message  concerning  recommendation  of,  regarding  pensions  .  884 

message  respecting  representation  in 884 
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Congress,  president  of,  letter  to,  recommending  a  convention  of  the 

states 667 

requested  to  establish  values  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin  .  267 
requested  to  recommend  convention  of  delegates  to  revise 

articles  of  confederation 666 

resolve  on  governor's  message  relative  to  representation  in    .  750 

Congress,  delegates  in,  allowances  to,  206,  228,  268,  288,  295,  300,  385,  425, 

748,  762 
to  act  as  agents  for  Commonwealth  on  claims  to  lands  west 

of  Hudson  river 231,  305 

to  appoint,  by  joint  consent  with  delegates  from  New  York, 

commissioners  on  lands  west  of  Hudson  river  .        .       232,  908 
authorized  to  ratify  an  amendment  to  the  articles  of  confeder- 
ation      451 

compensation  established 215 

empowered  to  cede  to  United  States  lands  between  Hudson 

and  Mississippi  rivers 111,184 

governor  requested  to  forward  communications  to,  from  time 

to  time 639 

governor  requested  to  transmit  to,  correspondence  relating 

to  boundary  line 895 

governor  requested  to  transmit  resolve  to        ...        .  789 

instructions  to 378 

report  of  agents  on  encroachments  by  British  subjects,  to  be 

forwarded  to 397 

report  of  committee  upon  letter  from 258 

requested  to  secure  opinion  relative  to  debts  due  British 

subjects,  etc 302 

time  of  attendance  specified 312 

Consolidation  of  government  securities      .        .        .        225,  272,  378,  761 
Constables   and   collectors,    mode    of   proceeding   against,  when 

delinquent 557 

Continental  money  to  be  exchanged  for  various  certificates      .        .  950 

Conveution  of  states,  recommended  by  letter  to  president  of  congress,  667 
Convention  to  consider  commercial  regulations  between  the  states, 

commissioners  appointed  to  attend 947 

Convers,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .        .       213,  229 

Converse,  Josiah,  soldier,  pension  granted 745 

Convicts,  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  to  be  confined  at  Castle  island     .  168 
at  Castle  island,  committee  appointed  to  construct  prison 

for 927 

Conway,  town  of,  deduction  from  valuation 888 

Samuel  Luce  and  others  set  off  from,  and  annexed  to  town  of 

Goshen 113 

tax  granted 914 

Cook,  Bagley  and  Woodman,  land  granted  to,  annexed  to  town  of 

Lebanon 127 
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Cook,  Ebenezcr,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      408 

Samuel,  may  pay  certain  continental  bills  into  the  treasury     .      275 

Cooke,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 214 

Cooley,  Jacob,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 445 

Coolidge,  Henry,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 848 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 929 

Cooper,  £noch,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .      498 
Josiah,  and  others,  Indians  of  Dukes  county,  land  may  be 

sold  for  benefit  of 647 

Samuel,  clerk  of  senate,  allowances  to  .  .  .  688,  793,  905 
Coparceners,  etc.,  act  to  prevent  waste,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  .  .  552 
Copper  and  silver,  governor  and  council  to  consider  best  method  of 

coining 949 

Cordoda,  James,  estate  of 984 

Corps  of  invalids  to  be  established 909 

CoshomoD,  Ann,  Indian  woman,  land  may  be  sold  for  benefit  of      .      689 

Cottle,  Shubael,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .      380 

Shubael,  and  James  Athearn,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .      784 

Council,  list  of  members 197,  621 

pay  of  members  established  .  .  .  281,  291,  405,  657,  904 
Counties  : 

Barnstable,  tax  granted 847,  888 

Berkshire,  tax  granted 288,  848 

Bristol,  tax  granted 322 

Cumberland,  tax  granted   .        . 344 

Dukes  county,  tax  granted 333 

Essex,  tax  granted 897,  864 

Hampshire,  tax  granted 325,  863 

Middlesex,  tax  granted 818,  799 

Plymouth,  tax  granted 292,  787 

Suffolk,  tax  granted 791 

Worcester,  tax  granted 849 

York,  tax  granted 828,815 

County  of  Berkshire,  committee  appointed  to  sell  unappropriated 

lands  in 660 

committee  for  sale  of  unappropriated  lands  In,  to  pay  for  build- 
ing road  over  Hoosuck  mountain 946 

grand  Jurors  for,  election  of 644 

certain  inhabitants  of,  discharged  from  penalty  incurred  by 

inoculation  for  small-pox 679 

survey  and  sale  of  certain  lands  in,  authorized         .        .  770 

tax  granted 238,  848 

times  and  places  established  for  holding  courts  in  .  .  449,  552 
County  of  Dukes  county,  executions  against  towns  in,  suspended     .      219 

tax  granted 388 

taxes  remitted  to  towns  in  ..<....  380 
Coonty  of  Middlesex,  tax  granted 818,799 
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Ck>unty  of  Middlesex,  treasurer's  accoants  allowed    .  282,  799 

County  estimates,  to  be  collected  and  bound 883 

County  line  changed  between  Middlesex  and  Worcester  counties  551 

County  treasurers,  time  and  manner  of  appointing     .        .  .612 

Court,  federal,  to  be  constituted  to  couslder  claims  of  Common- 
wealth to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river         ....      903 
Court,  probate,  established  for  the  easterly  part  of  Lincoln  county  .        97 
Court,  supreme  judicial,  allowance  to  justices  of       .        .        .        .114 
justices  of,  to  determine  value  of  certain  notes        .        .       389,  918 

fund  established  for  payment  of  justices 953 

probate  records  in  office  of  secretary  of  Commonwealth  to  be 

delivered  to  clerk  of 857 

for  counties  of  Barnstable  and  Dukes  county,  adjourned        .      392 

for  Essex  county,  adjourned 268 

for  Hampshire  and  Worcester  counties,  adjourned  .        .       391,  550 

for  Lincoln  county,  to  be  held  annually 509 

for  Plymouth  county,  adjourned 392 

for  Plymouth  and  Barnstable  counties,  any  two  justices  may 

act  as  a  quorum 550 

Court  of  common  pleas  In  Lincoln  county,  times  and  places  of 

holding 555 

Court  of  common  pleas  and  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 

In  Berkshire  county,  times  and  places  of  holding      .       449,  552 
Court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  In  Essex  county,  to  appoint 

a  committee  to  exempt  certain  persons  from  paying  tolls,      847 
Court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in  Worcester  county,  justices 

of,  to  levy  tax 676 

Court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  court  of  common  pleas 

in  Essex  county,  adjourned 905 

Court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  court  of  common  pleas 

iu  Plymouth  county,  adjourned 778 

Court  for  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies,  adjourned     .        .        .        .794 

justices  of,  may  commute  sentence  of  certain  prisoners  .        .      882 

Courts  in  Berkshire  county,  times  and  places  of  holding  .  449,  552 

Cowit,  Jesse,  soldier,  wages  allowed 900 

Coxhall,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 279 

Crafts,  Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       ...        .       212,  318 

Cranch,  Richard,  member  of  committee 928 

Richard,  trustee 108 

Richard,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .687 

Cranson,  Elisha,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 291 

Crosset,  Amarlah,  relating  to  notes  Issued  to 863 

John,  soldier,  treasurer  to  Issue  notes  to 863 

Crawford,  William,  absentee,  estate  of 694,  754 

Crocker,  John,  may  receive  costs 692 

Crocket,  Joslah,  land  graq^d  to 925 

Crofoot,  Stephen,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 776 
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Cromble,  Samuel,  land  granted  to 925 

Cross,  Ralph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .      874 
Stephen,  may  raise  wrecks  sunk  in  Penobscot  river         .      343,  415 

Crouch,  Richard,  pension  granted 322 

Crowl,  John,  deficiency  discharged 400 

Cullers  of  fish  to  be  annually  chosen 104 

Cumberland,  county  of,  committee  appointed  to  sell  unappropriated 

lands  in 882 

execution  against  towns  in,  stayed    .        .        .        .      '.        .811 
part  of  plantation  of  Flint's  Town  lying  in  York  county  to  be 

annexed  to 545 

tax  granted 344 

Cumberland  or  Lincoln  counties,  land  may  be  granted  in,  to  Benjamin 

Greenleaf 773 

Cummington,  town  of,  northerly  part  of,  incorporated  into  the  dis- 
trict of  Plalnfleld 176 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of       ...        .      844 
Cunningham,  Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .341 

Curtis,  Charles,  absentee,  estate  of 752 

Lot,  land  granted  to 925 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 912 

Cushing,  Charles,  member  of  committee 395 

Charles,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 658 

Nathan,  trustee 108 

Sally,  to  receive  a  pension 812 

Thomas,  Lieut.  Grov.,  address  of 705 

William,  trustee 108 

Customs  and  duties,  abstract  of,  to  be  published        ....      656 

Cutler,  Eliakim,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 736 

Elisha,  estate  of 823,  350 


D. 

Daggett,  Thomas,  creditor  to  the  estate  of  Timothy  Ruggles    .        .  788 

Daland,  Benjamin,  allowance  to 285 

Dalton,  Tristram,  appointed  commissioner  to  consider  commercial 

regulations  between  the  states 947 

Dalton,  town  of,  taxes  abated 402 

Daman,  Ebenezer,  estate  of 417 

Thomas,  title  to  property  confirmed 417 

Dana,  Caleb,  estate  of 215 

Francis,  conduct  approved  by  the  legislature   ....  295 

Francis,  declination  of  appointment 302 

Francis,  delegate  In  congress,  allowance  to     ...        .  288 

Francis,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 287,  938 

George,  executor,  to  render  an  account 216 
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Dana,  George,  relating  to  action  brought  against       ....      843 

Henry,  petition  by  guardian  in  behaif  of 215 

James,  petition  by  guardian  in  behalf  of 215 

Orlando,  petition  by  guardian  in  behalf  of  .215 

Sarah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 215 

Dane,  Nathan,  allowance  to 420 

Nathan,  commissioner  to  treat  with  Penobscot  Indians  .       233,  246 

Nathan,  member  of  committee 306,  382,  805 

Danvers,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 309,  635 

Darling,  John,  soldier,  wages  allowed 382 

Dartmouth,  town  of,  may  choose  collectors  of  taxes  .      364 

Dashwood,  Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .      739 

Davenport,  Nathaniel,  guardian,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  393 
Davis,  Caleb,  commissioner  on  commercial  regulations     .  947 

Caleb,  member  of  committee 304,  353 

Caleb,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society    .        .      615 

Cornelius,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 862 

Daniel,  and  Enoch  Freeman,  empowered  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee   168 

Ebenezer,  empowered  to  collect  taxes 416 

Ebenezer,  member  of  committee        .        .        .        .        .        .      928 

Jacob,  appeal  allowed  from  judgment  In  favor  of    .  214,  229 

Jacob,  to  Issue  call  for  meeting 86 

William,  member  of  committee         .        .        .        .        .  636 

Dawes,  Thomas,  member  of  committee 253,  928 

Day,  Aaron,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .      471 
Benjamin,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      471 

Ebenezer,  account  of,  to  be  settled 938 

Ebenezer,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .471 
Elijah,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .        .471 

John,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 682 

Deacons  of  churches,  to  be  deemed  bodies  corporate  In  certain  cases,      532 

Dcaiie,  John,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 503 

Debts,  Interest  not  to  be  charged  on,  when  a  legal  tender  has  been 

made 155 

Dedliam,  Fourth  Precinct  In,  incorporated  Into  a  district  by  the  name 

of  Dover 51 

Dedliam,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of, 

respecting  passage  of  fish  up  Charles  river        .        .         .      950 

resolve  on  the  petition  ol  certain  Inhabitants  of       .        .        .      813 

Deerfleld,  proprietors  of  Great  Swamp  In,  to  be  assessed  .        .        .      747 

Deertleld  river,  bridge  over,  to  be  constructed 946 

1  )eei  field,  town  of,  certain  lands  in,  incorporated  Into  a  common  field,  501 
Deer  island,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  .  .  .924 
Delegates  in  congress,  to  act  as  agents  of  Commonwealth  on  claims 

to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river 231,  805 
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Delegates  in  congress,  allowances  to,  206, 228, 263, 288, 800, 885, 425,  748, 762 
to  appoint,  with  Joint  consent  of  delegates  from  New  York, 

commissioners  on  lands  west  of  Hudson  river    .              282,  908 
aathorized  to  ratify  an  amendment  to  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration  451 

to  cede  to  the  United  States  lands  between  Hadson  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers Ill,  184 

compensation  established 215 

governor  requested  to  forward  communications  to,  from  time 

to  time 689 

governor  requested  to  transmit  to,  correspondence  relating  to 

boundary  line 895 

governor  requested  to  transmit  resolve  to        ...        .      789 

instructions  to 878 

instructed  to  secure  determination  of  the  value  of  gold  and 

silver  coin,  etc 267 

requested  to  secure  opinion  relative  to  debts  due  British  sub- 
jects      802 

report  of  agents  on  encroachments  by  British  subjects  to  be 

forwarded  to 897 

report  of  committee  upon  letter  from 258 

time  of  attendance  specified 812 

Demands  and  accounts  against  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  seasonably 

presented  for  liquidation  and  allowance    .  .        .118 

Deming,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  857 
Dench,  Gilbert,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.    .  655 

Gilbert,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 913 

Denny,  Thomas,  appointed  manager  of  a  lottery        ....      485 
Deputy  quartermaster  general,  grant  to,  for  payment  of  transporta- 
tion expenses 219 

Derby,  Elias  Hasket,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 827 

Richard,  heirs  of,  treasurer  to  receive  securities  from  642 

Sarah,  conveyance  by,  of  land  and  buildings  for  use  of  a 

school  in  H  Ingham 107 

Derby  school  in  North  Parish  of  Hlngham,  established  .  .  .107 
Detainer,  forcible  entry  and,  proceedings  in  case  of  .  .  .  .  19 
Devens,  Richard,  commissary  general,  allowance  for  services  .  678 

allowance  to,  for  repairs  at  the  castle 255 

allowance  to,  for  supplying  garrison  at  the  castle    .        .  744 

allowance  to,  for  supplying  light  houses  .        .        .        .204,  748 
and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        ...        .       273,  804 

member  of  committee 804 

to  give  bonds 227 

to  man  and  fit  state  yacht 254 

Dickinson,  Thomas,  relative  to  claim  of 288,  289 

Dingley,  Abner,  relative  to  collection  of  taxes  by      ...        .      680 
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Berlin,  relating  to  certain  taxes  in 227 

Carlisle,  assessment  of  taxes  in 267,  297 

Dover,  incorporated 51 

New  Ashford,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 847 

Easthampton,  incorporated 436 

Orange,  the  Congregational  Society  In,  incorporated       .        .  48 

Orange,  to  maintain  bridge  over  the  river  Tally       .        .        .  337 

Piaintield,  incorporated 176 

DivoU,  Manasseh,  relating  to  claims  of 902 

resolve  on  the  petition  of 846 

Divorce,  act  regulating 564 

Dix,  Amos,  relating  to  wages  drawn  by 945 

Jonas,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge,  etc.,  In  Water- 
town     13 

Dlzer,  Ann.  resolve  on  the  petition  of 696 

Donations  and  grants,  for  pious  and  charitable  uses,  concerning      .  532 

Donham,  Elijah,  land  granted  to 924 

Joseph,  land  granted  to 925 

Dorchester,  town  of,  certain  inhabitants  of,  may  be  annexed  to  town 

of  Braintree *  .  298 

Doty,  Jerathmeel,  marine,  pension  granted 422 

Douglas,  town  of,  fine  abated 814,  880 

Dover,  district  of,  incorporated 51 

Dow,  Nathan,  land  granted  to 984 

Doyle,  Murtha,  dlicts  Matthew  Doyle,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .  654 

Dracut,  selectmen  of,  grant  to 752 

Drew,   William,  allowance  to,   for  repairing  light  house  on  the 

Gurnet 211 

Drury,  Asa,  sale  of  land  to,  confirmed 418 

Asa,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 418 

Duballct,  John,  naturalized 508 

Dudley  Indians,  guardians  of,  accounts  allowed         ....  345 

guardians  of.  to  make  true  representation  of  their  proceedings,  783 

resolve  on  the  petition  of 783 

Dudley,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of          .        .        ,  765 

Dudley,  selectmen  of,  empowered  to  remove  paupers  to  Waltham    .  682 

Duelling,  act  against 24 

Duke  of  Normandy,  message  on  the  birth  of 720 

birtli  of,  governor  directed  to  cause  salute  to  be  fired     .        .661 
Dukes  county,  execution  against  towns  in,  suspended       .        .        .219 
naval  officer,  and  collector  of  excise  for,  to  return  articles 

seized 771 

taxes  remitted  to  towns  in 330 

tax  granted 333 

Dukes  county  Indians,  guardians  of,  empowered  to  sell  land    .        .  647 

empowered  to  receive  proceeds  of  sale  of  land        .        .        .  639 


Indbx.  981 

Page 
Dammer  Academy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  tmstees  of    .  871 

Duncaoson,  James,  master  of  schooner  Amity,  clearance  granted 

to 761 

Dnnsmore,  John,  allowance  to 220 

Duties  and  customs,  abstract  of,  to  be  published  ....  736 
Duties  imposed  on  licensed  vellum,  parchment  and  paper  .  .  186,  458 
Duties  of  impost  and  excise,  previous  act  explained,  etc.  .  28,  458 

Duty  laid  upon  foreign  vessels  for  support  and  maintenance  of  light 

houses 46 

Duxbury,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 629 

Dwight,  Henry  Williams,  empowered  to  execute  deed       .        .        .      226 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 308 

Thomas,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .      445 
Dyer,  Joseph,  soldier,  bounty  granted 255 


E. 

Eames,  Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .  259 

Eastern  boundary,  relating  to 242,  265,  398 

Eastern  lands,  committee  on,  to  lay  out  a  township   .        .        .        .816 

Easthampton,  district  of,  incorporated 436 

Eastham,  town  of,  act  to  prevent  damage  to  Pocha  Beach,  etc.,  in   .  432 

taxes  abated 374 

execution  against,  stayed 638 

Easton,  town  of,  overseers  of  the  poor  to  take  charge  of  Benjamin 

Edy  and  family 655 

East  Parish  of  Almsbury,  land  belonging  to,  may  be  sold .        .        .851 

East  Sudbury,  act  incorporating,  amended 546 

town  of,  fine  abated 2C4 

Eaton,  Jeremiah,  land  granted  to 925 

Jonathan,  land  granted  to 924 

Joshua,  estate  of 424 

Nathaniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 926 

Samuel,  to  be  commissioned 844 

Mary  and  Charles,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .                .  424 

TheophiluB,  land  granted  to 924 

William,  land  granted  to 925 

Eckley,  John,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Rev.  Joseph,  chaplain,  allowance  to 389 

Eddy,  Jonathan,  and  others,  refugees,  governor's  message  concern- 
ing          718 

Benjamin,  award  in  case  of,  recommitted         ....  874 

Jonathan,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Jonathan,  Jr.,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 801 

William,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 
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Edgartown,  real  estate  In,  to  be  sold  .        .  ....      781 

Edgecomb,  town  of,  taxes  abated 816 

Edson,  Abiezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 798 

Josiah,  absentee,  note  of,  discharged 793 

Edwards,  Key.  Jonathan,  deed  of,  confirmed 758 

Thomas,  clerk  of  the  senate,  allowances  to      .        .        .       811,  889 
Timothy,  agent  to  ascertain  boundary  line  between  Common- 
wealth and  state  of  New  York 895 ' 

Timothy,  commissioner  to*  ascertain  boundary  line  between 

Commonwealth  and  state  of  New  York  .        .        .5,  245 

Edy,  Benjamin,  and  family,  to  be  taken  charge  of  by  overseers  of 

the  poor  of  Easton 655 

Egremont,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 906 

Ely,  Ellbu,  and  Hadassah,  his  wife,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .      918 

Justin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 471 

Emery,  Caleb,  allowance  to 881 

Caleb,  member  of  committee 811,815 

Encroachments  by  British  subjects,  agents  appointed  to  make  inquiry 

into 242 

commissioners  on,  allowance  to 409 

governor  requested  to  pursue  measures  recommended  by  con- 
gress concerning 265 

governor  requested  to  write  the  inhabitants  of  Moose  island 

concerning 982 

message  of  governor  concerning 788,  920 

report  on,  etc.,  to  be  forwarded  to  delegates  in  congress  .  397 
report  of  committee  on  governor's  message  concerning  .  .  265 
representation  to  be  made  to  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 

concerning 242 

resolve  relating  to 89S 

Endlcott,  Samuel,  execution  against,  stayed 633 

Samuel,  may  enter  appeal 744 

Engine  men  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  selectmen  .  .  168,  506 
Ensign,  David,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  .  769,  889 
Entry,  forcible,  and  detainer,  proceedings  in  case  of         ...        19 

Bphralms,  John,  Natick  Indian,  account  of 933 

Equity,  remedies  in 474 

Erving,  John,  relating  to  action  of  ejectment  brought  by  .        .        .688 

John,  relative  to  claim  of 897 

John,  Jr.,  absentee,  estate  of 894 

William,  naturalized 508 

wmiam,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 897 

Essex  county,  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  court  of 

common  pleas,  adjourned 905 

supreme  judicial  court  adjourned 263 

tax  granted 397, 864 

Estates  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  relating  to  .        .        .        .      415 
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Estates : 

Samuel  Adams 040 

Thomas  Anderson 896 

Samuel  Bolkcom 755 

John  Borland 687 

Daniel  Brewer 695 

William  Brown 204,  284,  370 

Reuben  Burnam 887 

Jotham  Bush 245 

Israel  Cagnehew 781 

Caleb  Call 798 

Samuel  Chamberlain 787 

John  Chandler 848,  349,  630 

AbelChapin 918 

James  Cordoda 984 

Benjamin  Colt 848 

William  Crawford 694, 754 

Charles  Curtis 752 

Elisha  Cutler 828, 350 

Ebenezer  Daman 417 

Caleb  Dana 215 

'  William  Dennie 855 

Joshua  Eaton 424 

John  Erving,  Jr 894 

Jane  Eustis         .        .        .        '. 898 

Tobias  Femald 820 

Thomas  Flucker 228 

JohnFoy 697 

Mary  Gagon,  Natlck  Indian 988 

Sylvester  Gardiner 287 

Henry  Gardner 981 

Thomas  Gray 409 

Hugh  Hall 649 

William  Harris 278 

Peter  Hughes 918 

Timothy  Jackson 898 

Elisha  Jones '249 

Hannah  Johnson 923 

Richard  Lechmere 846 

Jeremiah  Lee 262 

Col.  David  Leonard 402 

Thomas  Leverett 288 

Joseph  Lumbert 862 

John  Mascarene 280 

Zephaniah  Mayhew 857 

Edward  Milliken .        .911 

Joseph  Moor 891 
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Estate —  Concluded. 

Samuel  Munn S87 

Daniel  Murray 738 

John  Murray 249.  298,  341,  685,  738,  802 

Matthew  Noble 277 

Daniel  Oliver 237 

Peter  Oliver        . 355 

Ruth  Parrot 274, 299 

David  Phlpps 273,  287,  878 

Ebenezer  Pierpont 426 

Nathan  Raymond 792 

Benjamin  Ruggles 850 

Timothy  Ruggles 237, 788 

Chambers  Russell 401 

Samuel  Sanger 951 

Epes  Sargent 289 

Jonathan  Sewall 287, 348 

Braddyl  Smith 837 

William  Smith 837 

Jonathan  SnelUng 261 

Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas SAi 

Michael  Tralette 846 

John  Vassall 209,  287,  343,  630,  638 

Brigadier  General  Waldo 341 

Francis  Waldo    .        .        .      ' 209 

Thomas  Waterman 912 

Abel  Wlllard 210,  789,  870 

Abljah  Wlllard 789 

Thomas  Williams 226 

Samuel  Willis 347 

John  Winn 780 

Thomas  Wyer 867 

Estates,  confiscated,  attorney  general  to  defend  suits   In   certain 

cases 272 

Insolvent,  distribution  of 6 

Eustls,  Jane,  estate  of 898 

Evans,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 254 

Excise  act,  resolve  suspending  operation  of  a  certain  clause  In,  697,  809,  858 

Excise  and  impost  duties,  concerning 28,  453 

message  relative  to 733 

Executions  levied  on  real  estate  through  mistake,  remedy  provided 

for 436 

Exportation  of  certain  goods,  regulated     ....         99,  489,  477 

Eyssandeau,  Capt.  WllUam,  allowance  to 212 

commended  for  service  in  the  army 212 
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Fairbank,  Cyrus,  resolve  on  the  petition  of yt>l 

Ephraim,  resolve  on  the  pcaition  of  .         .        .         .        227,  325,  MS 

Fairfield,  Matthew,  resolve  on  the  petition  of Hiu; 

Fales,  Atwood,  refugee,  land  granted  to <»fi3 

Falmouth,  town  of,  to  account  for  certain  fire  arms  .        .  .915 

Peter  Noyes  and  others  set  off  from  the  First  to  the  Third 

Parish  in 677 

taxes  abated 374 

Farmer,  Edward,  empowered  to  sell  certain  property  .        .749 

Farrington,  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .  764 

Faulkner,  Amml,  appeal  in  action  against,  allowed    ....  757 
Fay,  Daniel,  set  off  from  Fraraingham  to  Southborough    .                 .551 

Jonathan,  attorney,  notice  may  be  served  upon        .        .        .  760 

Fearing,  Benjamin,  and  Israel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .               895,  935 
Federal  court,  to  be  constituted  to  determine  claims  to  lands  west  of 

Hudson  river 903 

Fees  and  forms  in  naval  offices,  regulated 52 

Felonies  and  piracies,  court  for  the  trial  of,  adjourned     .        .  794 

justices  of,  may  commute  sentence  of  certain  prisoners  •        .  882 

Fences,  regulations  concerning 634 

Fence  viewers,  to  be  chosen  annually;  duties,  etc.,  defined       .  683 
Feoffees  of  grammar  school  in  Roxbury  empowered  to  sell  certain 

land 862 

Ferguson,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 803 

Fernald,  Dennis,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 320 

Tobias,  estate  of 320 

Ferre,  Solomon,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  446 

Fessenden,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .  273 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 635 

John,  member  of  committee 651 

Field  pieces,  governor  to  request  loan  of,  from  the  United  States  763 

Field,  Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .        .  387 

Filer,  Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 388 

First  Parish  In  Beverly,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .  889 

First  Parish  in  Bradford,  collection  of  taxes  in 252 

First  Parish  in  Cambridge,  assessment  confirmed       ....  309 
First  Precinct  In  Cambridge,  may  raise  money  for  discharge  of 

debt, 9 

Fish,  exportation  regulated 102 

Fisheries,  Merrimack  river,  regulated         .        .        .        .        .        .  460 

Neponset  river,  preservation  of 161 

Presumpscut  river,  preservation  of 161 

in  streams  In  the  town  of  Kingston,  regulated          .        .        .  482 

Flshway  at  Flint's  mill  on  Ipswich  river,  committee  to  report  on      .  665 

Fisk,  Benjamin,  judgment  against,  discharged 672 
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Fisk,  Samuel,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge,  etc.,  In  Water- 
town     18 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 837 

Fitch,  Moses,  soldier,  allowance  to ^  249 

Fltchburg  and  Westminster,  certain  land  between,  to  be  surveyed    .  825 
Fltchburg,  town  of,  survey  to  be  made  of  land  belonging  to  Com- 
monwealth at 898 

Flagg,  Epbralm,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 780 

Flaxseed,  exportation  of,  regulated 99 

Flint's  Towui  plantation  of,  part  of,  set  off  from  York  to  Cumber- 
land county 545 

Flower,  Maj.  Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of             .  498 

Ozias,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .        .  498 

Flucker,  Thomas,  estate  of 228 

Fogerty,  Butler,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .      '.        .        .        .        .  805 

Forcible  entry  and  detainer,  proceedings  in  case  of    ....  19 

Ford,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 789,  870 

Foreign  coin,  value  determined 84 

Foreign  commerce,  certain  powers  vested  in  congress  relating  to     .  41 
Foreign  vessels,  duty  laid  upon,  for  support  and  maintenance  of 

light  houses 46 

Forged  orders,  resolve  relating  to 835 

Forgery,  punishment  for 175 

Forkner,  Thomas,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Forms  of  writs  in  civil  causes,  prescribed 86,  158 

Fornication,  punishment  for        .        .        .        .     •  .        .        .        .  559 

Fosgate,  Joel,  constable,  authorized  to  collect  certain  taxes      .        .  227 

Fosket,  Ebenezer,  trustee  of  Congregational  Society  in  Orange  49 

Foster,  Corp.  Jude,  pension  granted 276 

Edward,  absentee,  estate  of 687 

Robert,  refugee,  land  granted  to 669 

William,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .  252 

Fowler,  Bildad,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 277 

Simon,  land  granted  to 925 

Simeon,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .  937 

Foxborough,  town  of,  fine  abated 902 

Fox  islands,  grant  of,  to  John  Calderwood  and  others               .        .  888 

Foy,  John,  estate  of 697 

Framlngham,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 324 

deduction  from  valuation 883 

certain  persons  set  off  from,  to  the  town  of  Southborough     .  551 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of       ...        .  878 

Francis,  Capt.  John,  pension  granted 400 

Frauds  and  misdemeanors,  punishment  for         ....      472,  755 

Freas,  George,  land  granted  to 925 

John,  land  granted  to 925 

Freeborn,  Esther,  Indian  woman,  land  may  be  sold  for  benefit  of       .  310 

Freeman,  Capt.  Benjamin,  directed  to  make  up  pay  roll     .        .        .  329 
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Freeman,  Enoch,  and  Daniel  Davis,  empowered  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee    163 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 645 

Solomon,  member  of  committee 767,  781 

Solomon,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 275 

Free  schools  In  Williamstown  and  Adams,  bequest  for  maintenance  of,  129 

Freetown,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of        .  351 

Frye,  Simon,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 139 

Fryeburg,  town  of,  taxes  abated  .        .                937 

Fnller,  Timothy,  empowered  to  collect  taxes 635 

Furlong,  Lawrence,  judgment  In  favor  of,  to  be  re-examined   .        .  268 

Furnaces  at  Bridge  water,  to  be  sold 291 

Furnass,  John,  claim  of 931 

G. 

Gage,  Peter,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .      252 

Gagon,  Mary,  Natlck  Indian,  estate  of 933 

Gambling,  act  against 547 

Gardiner,  Sylvester,  absentee,  estate  of 287 

Gardner,  Ebenezer,  refugee,  land  granted  to 663 

Enoch,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

Grafton,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

Henry,  estate  of 931 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 762 

John,  sheriff  of  Nantucket,  acts  made  valid      .        .        .        .312 

Dr.  Joseph,  administrator,  allowance  to 931 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 910,  916 

Gardner,  town  of.  Incorporated 443 

addition  to  valuation 883 

relative  to  collection  of  taxes  in 864 

Gay,  Ebenezer,  trustee 108 

Gay  Head  Indians,  guardians  appointed 627 

guardians  of,  empowered  to  sell  land 758 

Geary,  John,  error  in  Judgment  rectified 269 

General  court,  allowances  to  messenger  of,  242,  261,  299,  413,  693,  765,  939 

pay  of  members  established  231,  252,  291,  405,  657,  792,  904 

General  and  common  fields,  regulations  concerning  ....      537 

General  field,  certain  lands  In  Springfield  Incorporated  Into       .  445 

Greneral  Putnam,  ship,  allowance  to  owners  of 396 

Georgetown,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed        ....      423 

tax  abated 812 

Gerry,  Elbrldge,  delegate  In  congress,  allowance  to    .  .     .        .        .      300 

instructions  to 378 

Oeyer,  George,  soldier,  pension  granted 770 

Gilford,  Elihu,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 245,  290 

Gill,  Moses,  member  of  committee 703 

Gilman,  Bridget,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 923 
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Gleason,  Jonas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 367 

Glosson,  John,  land  granted  to 925 

Nathan,  land  granted  to 924 

Glover,  Josiah,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  298 
Gloucester,  town  of,  military  stores  to  be  removed  from  .  .281 
Goddard,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of          ....       416,  638 

Nathan,  trustee  of  Congregational  Society  in  Orange      .        .  49 
Gold  and  silver  coin,  delegates  in  congress  instructed  to  secure 

determination  of  the  value  of 267 

rates  of  value  established 84 

Goldthwaite,  Ezekiel,  claim  of,  recommitted 261 

Goodhue,  Benjamin,  appointed  a  commissioner  on  commercial  regu- 
lations between  the  states 947 

Benjamin,  to  confer  with  committee  from  New  Hampshire 

legislature 698 

Benjamin    and   others,    incorporated    as    a    charitable    so- 
ciety       615 

Goodman,  Noah,  member  of  committee 817 

Goodrich,  Charles,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 917 

Goold,  Daniel,  soldier,  wages  allowed 901 

Gore,  Christopher,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  288,  289,  409 
Gore  of  land  between  towns  of  Worcester  and  Sutton,  annexed  to 

town  of  Worcester 434 

Gorham,  Nathaniel,  and  otliers,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society,  615 
Nathaniel,  and  others,  proprietors  of  Charles  river  bridge, 

incorporated 135 

Nathaniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 798 

Nathaniel,  speaker  of  house  of  representatives,  allowances 

to 688,  793 

Goshen,  town  of,  addition  to  valuation 883 

town  of,  collection  of  taxes  In 366 

to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc 945 

Samuel  Luce  and  others,  of  Conway,  set  off  to        .        .        .  113 

Gould,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 922 

Thomas,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.    .        .  898 

Gove,  Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 812 

Government  securities,  treasurer  to  continue  consolidating,  226, 272, 378, 761 

Governor,  address  of 704 

authorized  to  commission  certain  officers          ....  874 

inaugural  speech 706 

to  appoint  Inspectors  of  potash  and  pearlash    ....  828 
desired  to  transmit  copy  of  letter  from  governor  of  New 

Brunswick  to  delegates 673 

empowered  to  raise  a  regiment  of  cavalry  in  Worcester  county,  620 
to  inform  other  states  what  measures  have  been  taken  respect- 
ing the  navigation  act 810 

to  approve  successor  to  William  Imlay 674 
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Governor,  to  prescribe  daty  of  regimental  agents  ....  688 
to  publish  abstract  of  customs  and  duties,  etc.  .  .  .  656 
reply  of  legislature  to  bis  speech  of  May  81,  1785  .  .  .713 
requested  to  ask  United  States  for  loan  of  field  pieces  .  753 
requested  to  give  order  for  security  of  cannon,  etc.,  at  Glouces- 
ter         .281 

requested  to  order  sale  of  block  house  at  Machias   .        .  674 

requested  to  order  a  salute  in  honor  of  the  birth  of  the  Duke 

of  Normandy .        .        .        .661 

requested  to  procure  copies  of  laws  of  other  states,  etc.  .        .      656 
requested  to  pursue  measures  recommended  by  congress  re- 
specting encroachments,  etc 265 

requested  to  sign  letter  to  president  of  congress,  etc.  .  .  668 
requested  to  sign  letter  to  delegates  in  congress       .        .  739 

requested  to  transmit  to  congress  an  attested  account  of  the 

number  of  inhabitants  within  the  Commonwealth      .        .      947 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  acts  and  resolves  to  other 

states,  etc 639 

requested  to  transmit  to  delegates  in  congress,  copies  of  cor- 
respondence relating  to  boundary  line  between  Common- 
wealth and  state  of  New  York 895 

requested  to  transmit  to  delegates  in  congress  resolve  and 

petition  relating  to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river        .        .      204 
requested  to  transmit  resolve  staying  proceedings  for  revising 

articles  of  confederation  to  delegates         ....      789 
requested  to  urge  uniformity  in  impost  and  excise  acts  of  other 

states 657 

requested  to  w/ite  governor  of  New  York  on  the  subject  of 

disputed  lands 658 

requested  to  write  the  inhabitants  of  Moose  island  respecting 

encroachments  by  British  subjects 932 

requested  to  write  letter  relative  to  Samuel  Stearns  .  .  693 
to  require  completion  of  bonds  of  Nathaniel  Appleton  817 

resolve  on  message  of,  concerning  encroachments  by  British 

subjects 892 

resolve  on  message  of,  relative  to  revenue  department     .        .870 
Governor,  message  of,  concerning  commercial  regulations  between 

the  states,  etc 876,  915 

concerning  constitutionality  of  a  resolve  relating  to  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts 722 

concerning  encroachments  by  British  subjects  .        .       783,  920 

concerning  encroachments  of  province  of  New  Brunswick      .      830 

concerning  the  fort  at  Machias 720 

concerning  Jonathan  Eddy  and  others,  refhgees  .  .  .  718 
concerning  powers  vested  in  congress  to  regulate  commerce  .  887 
concerning  various  matters  which  have  been  subjects  of  acts 

and  resolutions 725,  822 
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Governor,  message  of,  relative  to  certain  letters  from  delegates  in 

congress,  etc 774,  883 

relative  to  correspondence  between  Capt.  Stanhope  and  his 

excellency,  the  governor 828 

on  the  birth  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy 720 

on  subject  of  arrears  of  wages  of  soldiers  of  the  late  war  719 

relating  to  trade  with  other  states 717 

relating  to  various  expenditures 872 

relating  to  western  territory 715 

relative  to  act  passed  by  Rhode  Island  legislature,  and  petition 

of  Lieut.  Col.  Badlam 768 

relative  to  boundary  lines  of  the  old  colony  of  Massachusetts .  746 

r^l^ive  to  letters  from  secretary  9f  congress  ....  808 

relative  to  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder        ....  840 

relative  to  ttie  manufacture  of  iron 828 

relative  to  the  manufacture  of  wool 840 

relative  to  inhabitants  of  Moose  island 783 

relative  to  number  of  inhabitants  and  representation  in  con- 
gress      834 

relative  to  eastern  boundary  of  state  of  New  York  .        .        .  716 
relative  to  establishing  a  new  state,  and  declaration  of  war  by 

the  Algerines 742 

relative  to  honoring  requisitions  of  congress    ....  750 

relative  to  impost  and  excise  duties 733 

relative  to  regimental  agents 777 

relative  to  manufacture  of  potash,  etc 711 

relative  to  persons  to  be  confined  on  Castle  island  .        .        .  755 
relative  to  representation  in  congress        ....       786,  884 

relative  to  requisitions  from  congress 734 

relative  to  system  of  revenue 852,  864 

relative  to  Dr.  Samuel  Steams,  refugee 720 

relative  to  vacancies  in  naval  and  excise  offices        .        .        .  824 

relative  to  various  expenditures '  872 

relative  to  various  matters 822 

respecting  committee  from  New  Hampshire  to  confer  on  the 
subject  of  certain  commercial  acts  passed  by  that  state 

and  this  Commonwealth 718 

respecting  Mr.  Imlay's  resignation 721 

respecting  navigation  act  passed  by  New  Hampshire  legis- 
lature    724 

respecting  recommendations  of  congress  regarding  pensions, 

etc 884 

Governor  and  council  requested  to  consider  best  method  of  coining 

silver  and  copper 949 

Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  resolve  on  letter  from.        .        .        .  673 
Gowgen,  Joseph,  alias  Joseph  Cushlng,  soldier,  pension  granted  to 

wife  of 812 
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Graff,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 24 1 

Grafton  Indians,  guardians  empowered  to  sell  land  .311 

resolve  on  the  petition  of 7r.4 

Grafton,  town  of,  fine  remitted :v,2 

selectmen  of,  to  receive  allowance  for  support  of  Susannah 

Johns,  Indian  woman 748 

selectmen  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 77U 

Grainger,  Joslah,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .  4t>8 

Justin,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .  4t)8 

Grand  jurors,  appointment  and  services  of ,  regulated       .        .  10 

Berkshire  county,  election  of 044 

Grant,  Alexander,  excused  from  collection  of  taxes  in  town  of  Cox- 
hall       -.279 

Grants  and  donations  for  pious  and  charitable  purposes,  concerning,  532 
Granville,  town  of,  divided  into  three  separate  parishes     .                .184 

Gray,  Sarah,  executrix,  may  convey  certain  real  estate      .        .        .  409 

Thomas,  estate  of 409 

Great  Barrington,  town  of,  allowance  for  representative  .        .        .  686 

collection  of  taxes  in 230 

Great  Swamp  in  Deerfield,  proprietors  of,  to  be  assessed  .        .        .747 
Green  and  Walker's  grant,  with  part  of  Charlemont,  incorporated  as 

town  of  Heath 115 

Green,  Caleb,  allowigice  for  arrest  of 777 

John,  allowance  to 930 

Greene,  Benjamin,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        •  894 
David,  absentee,  license  granted  to  reside  within  the  Common- 
wealth, approved 243,  281,  401,  607 

Greenlaw,  Charles,  land  granted  to 925 

William,  land  granted  to 925 

Greenleaf,  Benjamin,  and  heirs,  land  granted  to         ...        .  773 

Enoch,  claim  on  estate  of  Charles  Curtis,  disallowed       .        .  752 

John,  relating  to  land  devised  by 77iJ 

Jonathan,  allowance  to 344 

Jonathan,  member  of  committee 240 

Moses,  treasurer  to  receive  note  given  by         ....  8«m) 

Griffiths,  Thomas,  relating  to  property  of :^*»."> 

Grlnneli,  George,  deed  of  real  estate  to,  authorized    ....  i)s7 

Grlswould,  Rev.  Sylvanus,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .  4Us 
Groton,  town  of.  Inspector  of  potash  and  pearlash  to  be  appointed 

In 828 

Grouce,  George,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 420 

Guardians  of  Dudley  Indians,  accounts  allowed  .        .        .        .345 

Dukes  county  Indians,  empowered  to  sell  certain  real  estate  .  647 

Dukes  county  Indians,  to  receive  proceeds  of  sale  of  land       .  639 

Gay  Head  Indians,  appointed 627 

Gay  Head  Indians,  empowered  to  sell  land        .        .        .        .758 

Grafton  Indians,  empowered  to  sell  land 810 
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Guardians  of  Natick  Indians,  may  confirm  deeds  of  land  to  Boden 

andDrary 418 

Natick  Indians,  accounts  allowed 933 

Natick  Indians,  empowered  to  sell  land    ....       208,  337 

Plymouth  Indians,  empowered  to  sell  land       ....  205 

(vun  houses  to  be  erected  for  artillery  companies       ....  294 

Gunpowder,  message  relative  to  the  manufacture  of  .        .        .        .  841 

Gurnet,  the,  barrack  at,  granted  to  Hannah  Thomas  .        .        .        .  217 

light  house  at,  allowance  for  repairing 211 

light  house  at,  privilege  of  keeping,  vested  in  certain  persons,  885 

H. 

Habeas  corpus,  form  of  writ,  etc 178 

Hale,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  and  David  Burt,  to  account  for  sales  of  powder,  782 

Hall,  Hugh,  estate  of 649 

John,  allowance  to 220 

Joseph,  and  others,  selectmen  of  Sutton,  resolve  on  the  peti- 
tion of 765 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  widow  and  heirs  of  .        .  220 

Willis,  guardian  of  Grafton  Indians 311 

Willis,  trustee  for  Grafton  Indians 754 

Hnmbleton,  John,  soldier,  allowance  to 351 

Hammond,  Enoch,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .  425 
Hampshire,  county  of,  judge  of  probate  to  grant  extension  of  time 

to  creditors 683 

supreme  judicial  court  of ,  adjourned         ....       391,550 

tax  granted 325, 868 

Hancock,  John,  and  others,  proprietors  of  Charles  river  bridge, 

incorporated 136 

John,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society              .  615 
Hancock,  plantation  of,  resolve  on  petition  of,  for  abatement  of 

taxes 803 

Hancock,  town  of,  fine  abated 879 

Harding,  Nathaniel,  complaint  against,  may  be  entered      .        .        .  326 

Hardy,  Peter,  land  granted  to 925 

Harrington,  Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        ...        .  685 

Harris,  William,  allowance  to 890 

William,  estate  of 273 

Harrod,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .  269 

Hartshorn,. William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 416 

Harvard,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  Oliver  Whitney  in  be- 
half of 790 

Harvard  College,  allowances  to  president  and  professors  of      .        .  216 

annual  income  from  Charles  river  bridge,  granted  to        .        .  138 

land  in  Machias  to  be  reserved  to 15 

relating  to  erroneous  judgment  obtained  by      ...        .  845 
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Harwich,  town  of,  taxes  abated 874 

Haskell,  Edward,  land  granted  to 924 

Ignatius,  land  granted  to 924 

Josliua,  land  granted  to 924 

Mark,  land  granted  to 924 

Thomas,  land  granted  to 924 

Hastings,  John,  member  of  committee 844 

Hatch,  Jabez,  deputy  quartermaster  general,  grant  to,  for  transpor- 
tation expenses 219,  677 

Melatiah,  relating  to  purchases  of  certain  lands                .  298 

Haven,  Jason,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society          .  615 

Hawkers,  pedlers  and  petty  chapmen,  concerning       ....  430 

Hawkes,  Moses,  and  others,  assessors,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  684 
Hawley,  Joseph,  appointed  commissioner  to  ascertain  boundary  line 

between  Commonwealth  and  state  of  New  York        .        .5,  245 

Joseph,  estate  of 850 

Hayden,  Josiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 921 

Hayley.  Mary,  conveyance  of  certain  real  estate  by  direction  of       .  418 

Hazzen,  Richard,  relating  to  tract  of  land  in  Methuen  surveyed  by   .  773 

Head,  John,  coroner,  allowance  to,  for  taking  inquisitions        .  644 
Heard,  Edmund,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge,  etc.,  in 

Lancaster 321 

Heath,  town  of,  incorporated 1 15 

Heath,  William,  member  of  committee       • 258 

Hemmingway,  David,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .  798 

Henderson,  Benjamin,  empowered  to  collect  taxes     ....  782 

Henman,  lieuben,  member  of  committee 946 

Henshaw,  Joshua,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 209 

Hickok,  John,  relative  to  collection  of  taxes  by       ■  .        .        .        .  286 

Hlldreth,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 759 

Hill,  Caleb,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.   .        .        .  899 

Caleb,  and  Samuel  Miller,  judgment  in  favor  of       .        .        .  629 

John,  Dr.  Moses  Carr's  bill  to  be  paid  to 746 

John,  member  of  committee 255 

Hllliard,  Timothy,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society  .  615 
Hingham,  north  parish  of,  Derby  school  in,  incorporated  .        .        .107 

Hinraan,  Reuben,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 249 

Hodgdon,  Samuel,  commissary  of  military  stores,  to  be  notified  of 
all  stores  In  the  Commonwealth  belonging  to  the  United 

States 811 

Hodges,  Silas,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.      .        .  286 
Silas,  and  Amos  Barret,  executions  in  favor  of,  stayed   .        .  760 
Holden,  Abner,  appointed  a  committee  to  employ  surveyor        .        .  825 
Abner,  appointed  to  procure  survey  of  land  belonging  to  Com- 
monwealth     898 

Abner,  empowered  to  sell  land  belonging  to  Commonwealth 

adjoining  the  town  of  Westminster 952 
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Holden,  Daniel,  award  in  case  of,  recommitted 874 

Holliston,  town  of,  line  abated 270 

Holman,  Oliver,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 878 

Holmes,  Samael,  relating  to  land  of 14 

Holt,  Josbua,  member  of  committee 666 

Holton,  Samuel,  delegate  in  congress,  instructions  to  .  .  .  S78 
Hood,  Robert,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  •  .801 
Hooper,  John,  land  granted  to 925 

Joseph,  absentee,  estate  of 268 

Robert,  land  in  Marblehead  to  be  surrendered  to      .        .        .      395 

Robert,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 268 

Hoosuck  mountain,  wagon  road  to  be  built  over  .  .  .946 
Hopkins,  Capt.  Caleb,  allowance  to 334 

Jesse,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  ...  .  259 
Horton,  Samuel,  collector  of  taxes,  appointment  confirmed  .  .  324 
Hosmer,  Joseph,  and  others,  committee  on  accounts  ....      213 

Joseph,  member  of  committee 253 

Hospital  in  westerly  part  of  Boston,  allowance  for  erection  of  340 

Houghton,  Euclit  and  Thomas,  minors,  real  estate  may  be  sold  for 

benefit  of 393 

lions,  Reuben,  to  be  set  off  from  Conway  to  Goshen  .  .  .  .113 
House  of  representatives,  pay  of  members  established,  231,  252,  291,  405, 

667,  792,  904 

list  of  members 198,  622 

Hovey,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  .252 
Howard,  Ezra,  land  granted  to 924 

Dr.  Simeon,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting         .        .        .        .617 

Simeon,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society .  615 

Howe,  Jonas,  member  of  committee 341 

William,  refugee,  land  granted  to 663 

Hi >wl:ind,  Isaac,  judgment  in  favor  of,  suspended     .        .  .762 

Isaac,  judgment  in  favor  of,  reversed 772 

Howwoswe,  Rev.  Zachariah,  guardian  of  Gay  Head  Indians  .  .  628 
Hubbard,  J.,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        ......      359 

Joshua,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 208 

Hubbardston,  town  of,  committee  to  repair  to  and  report .  .  .793 
liud.son  and  Mississippi  rivers,  land  of  the  Commonwealth  between, 

to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States         .        .        .        .111,  184 
Hudson,  Stephen,  soldier,  wages  allowed 848 

Timothy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 803 

Hui^lics,  James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 913 

Peter,  estate  of 913 

Hull,  town  of,  fortifications,  etc ,  to  be  levelled  .        .        .        .336 

Hull.  William,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .      770 

Hunt,  Ebenezer,  commissioner  of  sewers    .        .        .       •.        .        .      747 

Elijah,  commissioner  of  sewers 747 

William,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.      .        .      736 
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Hunter,  John,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.       .  808 

Huston,  Samuel,  allowances  to 266,  641 

Hutchins,  Hannah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 774 

Noah,  soldier,  wages  to  be  paid  to  heirs  of  .  .  .  .  774 
Hutchinson,  Israel,  to  surrender  certain  real  estate    ....      395 

Israel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .....        .      685 


Ilsley,  Daniel,  relative  to  certain  fire  arms  credited  to       .        .       659,  914 
Imlay,  William,  commissioner  on  claims  against  United  States,  io 

give  his  attendance  at  Boston 684 

William,  appointment  of  successor  to  be  approved  by  governor 

and  council 674 

William,  message  of  governor  concerning  resignation  of  721 

Impost  and  excise,  Lincoln  county  to  be  divided  into  two  districts 

for  the  collection  of 376 

collectors  of,  to  continue  to  exercise  their  duties  to  a  certain 

date 881 

Impost  and  excise  act,  proviso  respecting  subjects  of  other  states, 

suspended 697,  809,  858 

Impost  and  excise  acts  of  other  states,  governor  requested  to  urge 

uniformity  in 657 

Impost  and  excise  duties,  concerning 28,  453 

message  relative  to 783 

Independence,  American,  anniversary  of,  to  be  commemorated  285 

Indians,  Dudley,  guardians  of,  accounts  allowed        ....      345 

Dudley,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

Dukes  county,  guardians  of,  empowered  to  sell  land       .  647 
Dukes  county,  guardians  of,  to  receive  proceeds  of  sale  of  land,      639 
Eastern,  report  on  presentation  of  a  belt  of  wampum  to  con- 
gress by       207 

Gay  Head«  guardians  appointed 627 

Gray  Head,  guardians  of,  empowered  to  sell  land  .  .  .  758 
Grafton,  guardians  of,  empowered  to  sell  land  .  .  .310 
Grafton,  trustees  of,  to  present  their  accounts  for  allowance,  754 
Natick,  guardians  of,  empowered  to  sell  land  .        .        .208,  837 

Natlck,  guardians  of,  accounts  allowed 933 

Natick,  guardians  of,  may  confirm  deeds  of  land  to  Boden  and 

Drury 418 

Penobscot,  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  .       233,  246,  414 

Plymouth,  guardians  empowered  to  sell  land    .        .        .205,  208 

Ingersoll,  Thomas,  Jr.,  empowered  to  collect  taxes  ....      236 

Insolvent  estates,  distribution  of 6 

Interest  not  to  be  paid  on  debts  after  legal  tender  has  been  made  155 

Invalid  corps,  to  be  established 909 
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Ipswich,  town  of,  dedaction  from  yalaatlon 888 

part  of,  annexed  to  town  of  Bowley 491 

Iron,  ezclasive  privilege  granted  of  using  steam  engine  in  the  manu- 
facture of 657 

message  relative  to  the  manufacture  of 828 

Island  of  Chappaquidick,  committee  to  repair  to,  and  report    .        .  767 

I  vers,  Thomas,  treasurer  and  receiver  general,  allowance  to     .        .677 

Thomas,  treasurer,  to  give  bonds 227 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 293 

Ives,  Ttioraas,  order  on  the  petition  of S33 
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Jackson,  .lames,  deficiency  discharged 400 

Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 748 

Jonathan,  resolve  repealing  resolve  in  favor  of        .        .        .  807 

Joseph,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society  .        .  615 

Timothy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of S98 

James,  Deborah,  Plymouth  Indian,  land  may  be  sold  for  benefit  of  .  205 

Jemegan,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

Jenks,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 399,  629 

Jewett,  George,  member  of  a  class  in  the  town  of  Rowley        .        .  669 

Johns,  Susannah,  Indian  woman,  allowance  for  support  of       .        .  743 

Johnson,  Samuel,  allowance  to 669 

Dr.  Samuel  William,  may  be  employed  as  counsel    .        .        .159 

Shubael,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 661 

Johonuot,  Gabriel,  execution  in  favor  of,  annulled    ....  214 

Joint  tenants,  act  to  prevent  waste,  etc.,  on  the  part  of     .        .        .  552 
Jones,  Cornelius,  land  granted  to,  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the 

name  of  Rowe 112 

Ellsha,  absentee,  estate  of 249 

Ichabod,  and  others,  grant  of  land  to,  confirmed     .        .        .  14 
Isaac,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge,  etc.,  in  Water- 
town     13,  685 

Israel,  trustee 180 

John  Coffin,  appointed  commissioner  to  consider  commercial 

regulations  between  the  states 947 

Ji>siah,  soldier,  pension  granted 319 

Stephen,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 15 

William,  soldier,  bounty  allowed 307 

William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 939 

Jordan,  Joslah,  soldier,  allowance  to 277 

Judge  of  probate,  Suffblk  county,  to  appoint  commissioners  on  estate 

of  Richard  Lechmere 846 

Judges  of  probate  to  call  on  agents  of  absentees'  estates  for  their 

accounts 686 
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Judgments  rendered  In  Boston,  during  occupation  by  British  troops, 

declared  null  and  void 490 

Jurors,  grand,  appointment  of,  regulated 10 

Jurors,  petit,  appointment  of,  regulated 15 

Justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  for  county  of  Middlesex,  to 

rectify  mistakes  in  judgment  previously  rendered     .  848 
for  county  of  Worcester,  to  rectify  mistake  in  judgments 

rendered 874 

for  county  of  SuflTolk,  to  examine  Into  identity  of  signatures 

of  Samuel  and  Josiah  Ruggles 850 

Justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  for  Worces- 
ter county,  empowered  to  levy  a  tax  ....       676,  872 

for  Worcester  county,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  849 
Justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  allowance  to  .        .        .        .114 

to  estimate  value  of  certain  notes 389,  918 

fund  established  for  payment  of 953 

Justices  of  the  court  for  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies,  may  commute 

sentences  of  John  Matthews  and  Richard  Squire               .  882 

K. 

Kellogg,  Samuel,  and  others,  appointed  a  committee  for  the  sale  of 

unappropriated  lands  in  the  county  of  Berkshire       .        .  660 

Kemp,  David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 763 

David,  Jr. ,  soldier,  allowance  to,  for  wages  while  a  prisoner  .  768 

Kendall,  Abijah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 330 

Ezekiel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 331 

Kent,  Benjamin,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  .        .831 

Keys,  £11,  may  enter  an  appeal,  etc 852 

Kies,  John,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  .        •        .  936 

Kilbourn,  Ebenezer,  member  of  a  class  in  town  of  Rowley        .        .  669 

Kilburn,  Joseph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        •  210 

Kimball,  John,  relative  to  wages  drawn  by 286 

Reuben,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 944 

Solomon,  allowance  to 220 

King,  Rufus,  agent  for  prosecuting  claims  to  lands  west  of  Hudson 

river 422 

Rufus,  delegate  in  congress,  instructions  to     ...        .  378 
Kingman,  David,  and  others,  guardians  of  Plymouth  Indians,  em- 
powered to  sell  land 205 

Capt.  David,  and  Hugh  Orr,  to  make  return  of  state  property 

at  Bridgewater 386 

Kingsbury,  Eleazer,  guardian  of  Natick  Indians         .        .       208,  818,  837 

Kingsley,  Nathaniel,  member  of  committee 287 

Nathaniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 681 

Kingston,  town  of,  fisheries  in  streams  in,  regulated  ....  482 

Kittery,  town  of,  fine  abated 208 

town  of,  resolve  on  petition  in  behalf  of 359 
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^Knapp,  Moses,  and  others,  to  give  deed  of  release  to  settlers  of 

plantation  of  New  Worcester 937 

Knight,  Ann,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.        .  661 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 890 

Knox,  Henry,  allowance  to 409 

Henry,  commissioner  to  treat  with  Penobscot  Indians             .  246 

Henry,  resolye  on  the  petition  of 228 

Thomas,  allowance  to 826 

Euhn,  Jacob,  allowance  to 698 

L. 

Lace,  John,  allowance  to  town  of  Sturbridge  for  support  of     .        .  212 
Lancaster,  town  of,  assessors  of,  to  assess  certain  inhabitants  in  the 

town  of  Shrewsbury 371 

assessors  to  continue  time  of  assessment 667 

managers  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridges,  etc.,  in,  appointed .  321 
Land  belonging  to  East  Parish  of  Almsbury  may  be  sold  ...  851 
belonging  to  West  Parish  of  Almsbury  may  be  sold  .  .  853 
belonging  to  Commonwealth,  near  Fitchburg,  to  be  surveyed  897 
belonging  to  Commonwealth,  between  Fitchburg  and  West- 
minster, to  be  surveyed 825 

belonging  to  Commonwealth,  adjoining  town  of  Westminster, 

may  be  sold 952 

belonging  to  Commonwealth  between  the  Hudson  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  to  be  ceded  to  the  United  States .       .       Ill,  184 
between  Penobscot  and  Union  rivers,  grant  of,  to  David  Marsh 

and  others,  confirmed 406 

confiscated,  in  Worcester,  granted  for  a  county  goal      .        .  349 

In  Cumberland  county,  to  be  sold 3S9 

in  Cumberland  or  Lincoln  county  granted  to  Benjamin  Green- 

'     leaf 77$ 

on  the  east  side  of  Penobscot  river  granted  to  Robert  Smith  .  869 

eastward  of  Saco  river  granted  to  Arthur  Lee,  relating  to       .  240 

'granted  to  Aaron  Chamberlain 786 

granted  to  Arthur  Lee,  to  be  laid  out 240 

granted  to  Amos  Singletary 787 

granted  to  Capt.  William  Tyng  and  others       ....  839 

Lands,  confiscated,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction 234 

in  Springfield  incorporated  into  a  general  field         .        .        .  445 

for  townships  in  Lincoln  county,  grants  confirmed  .        .        .  645 
unappropriated,    in   the   county   of    Berkshire,    committee 

appointed  to  make  sale  of 660 

in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  provision  for  survey  and  sale  of,  770 
In  the  county  of  Cumberland,  may  be  sold        ....  382 
Lands,  unappropriated,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  committee  on,  em- 
powered to  sell  certain  islands 271 


Index.  999 

Pftge 

Lands,  unappropriated,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  committee  on, 

empowered  to  sell        ....         271,  272,  306,  869,  400 
unappropriated,  in  York  county,  may  be  sold  .        .        220,  300 

in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  committee  on,  empowered  to  execute 

deed 869 

in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  committee  on,  directions  to    .       256,  282 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  securities  to  be  received  in  pur- 
chase of        862 

Lands  west  of  Hudson  river,  agents  to   prosecute  claims  of  Com- 
monwealth to,  appointed,    159,422 

agents  to  prosecute  claims    of   Commonwealth   to,   allow- 
ances to 842,  375 

agents  to  prosecute  claims  of  Commonwealth  to,  may  re- 
strict consideration 888 

delegates  of  Commonwealth  in  congress  to  act  as  agents  in 

prosecution  of  claims  to 281,805 

commissioners  on,  may  employ  counsel 802 

John  Lowell  and  James  Sullivan  appointed  agents  to  repre- 
sent Commonwealth  in  congress  in  behalf  of    .  305 
petition  and  resolve  of  legislature  concerning   .        .        .       202,  204 
Lands  within  the  Commonwealth  claimed  by  state  of  New  York,  rel- 
ative to                 658 

within  the  Commonwealth,  census  and  description  of,  author- 
ized       42 

Lane,  Levi,  treasurer  to  refund  purchase  money  to     ...        .      687 

Langdon,  Hon.  Mr.,  president  of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  mes- 
sage relating  to  letter  from         .        .  ...        .724 

John,  and  others,  not  to  be  prosecuted  for  duties    .        .        .      270 

Larceny,  punishment  for 170 

Latham,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 952 

Lathrop,  John,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society        .      615 

Solomon,  execution  in  favor  ofj  stayed 888 

Solomon,  vs.  Jonathan  Filer,  action  revived     ....      888 

Laws,  expired,  etc.,  revived  and  continued         ....       462,  578 

of  other  states,  etc.,  copies  of,  to  be  procured ....      656 

committee  on  revision  of,  pay  established        ....      696 

Leather,  relating  to  manufacture  of 408 

Leavitt,  Rev.  Jonathan,  relating  to  service  of 116 

Josiah,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .      371 

Lebanon,  town  of,  lands  annexed  to 127 

Le  Baron,  William,  soldier,  wages  allowed 760 

Lechmere,  Richard,  estate  of 846 

Lee,  Arthur,  grant  of  land  confirmed  to 758 

Arthur,  relating  to  grant  of  land  to 240 

Jeremiah,  estate  of 262 

Martha,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .        .        .  262 

Samuel,  soldier,  allowance  to 417 

Legislature,  petition  and  resolve  of,  relative  to  lands  west  of  Hudson 

river,  to  be  forwarded  to  congress 202 


1000  Index. 

Page 
Legislature,  resolve  commending  services  of  Captains  Castalng  and 

Eyssandeau 212 

Leicester  Academy,  lottery  granted  for  repairing,  etc.        .        .        .  43i 

Leicester,  town  of,  execution  against,  recalled 400 

Lenan,  John,  soldier,  bounty  allowed 307 

Lenox,  town  of,  petition  that  part  of  Stockbrldge  may  be  annexed  to,  287 

Leominster,  town  of,  empowered  to  elect  a  constable  and  collector  .  218 

tax  abated 377 

Leonard,  Abner,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  498 

Austin,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .  498 

Col.  David,  creditors  of  estate  of,  to  be  granted  longer  time  .  683 

Col.  David,  estate  of 402 

Daniel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .498 
Gideon,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .        .        .        .498 

John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     ...        .  498 

John,  set  off  from  Framingham  to  Southborough     .        .  551 

Mary,  and  Joseph  Ashley,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .  683 

Moses,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .         .  498 

Nathaniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 234 

Oliver,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .        .        .        .  498 

Preserved,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .  498 

Russel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .  498 
Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .        .        .        .498 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 899 

Vlntln,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .  498 

William,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .         .  498 
Letter,  copy  of,  from  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  to  be  transmitted 

to  delegates  In  congress 673 

to  delegates  In  congress  relative  to  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts    690 

of  governor  to  the  general  court 704 

Leverett,  Thomas,  estate  of 288 

Levy  of  execution  upon  real  estate  through  mistake,  remedy  provided 

In  case  of 436 

Lewdness,  punishment  for 117 

Lewis,  John,  member  of  committee 240 

John,  and  Isaac  Parsons,  allowance  to,  for  sur\'eying  land      .  669 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of ,  .  362 

Lewlston,  plantation  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 671 

Licenses  granted  to  absentees  to  reside  within  Commonwealth,  ap- 
proved   243.281,697 

Lieut.  Gov.  Thomas  Cushlng,  address  of 705 

Light  house  In  Boston  harbor  to  be  furnished  with  supplies      .        .  326 

at  the  Gurnet,  allowance  for  repairing 211 

at  Nantucket  to  be  erected,  etc 303,  304 

Light  houses  at  Thatcher's  to  be  Aimlshed  with  supplies  .        .       266,  641 

Lime  casks,  size  prescribed 488 


Index. 


1001 


Page 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  of  Boston,  trustee 108 

Benjamin,  commissioner  to  treat  witti  Penobscot  Indians        .  24G 

allowance  to 4i)9 

Benjamin,  of  Hlngham,  trustee 108 

Capt.  Amos,  allowance  for  supplies  furnished  company  under 

command  of 859 

Levi,  allowance  to 853 

Lincoln  or  Cumberland  counties,  land  to  be  granted  in      .        .        .  778 
Lincoln  county,  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  certain  towns  In, 

and  report 255 

court  of  probate  to  be  established  and  register  of  deeds  ap- 
pointed           97 

divided  into  two  districts  for  collecting  excise  duties       .        .  376 
executions  against  towns  In,  stayed  .        • .      •        •       243,  296,  422 


645 
509 
815 
555 


627 
256 


grants  of  townships  No.  1,  4,  5,  6,  confirmed    .... 

supreme  judicial  court  to  be  held  annually  in  .      ' . 

taxes  abated  on  certain  towns  In 

times  and  places  of  holding  courts  in 

Lincoln  county,  unappropriated  lands  In,  commissary  general  to  sup- 
ply committee  on,  with  certain  articles     .... 

committee  on,  allowance  to 

committee  on,  empowered  to  sell  lands     .         271,  272,  306,  400,  410 

directions  to  committee  on 256,  282 

Linn,  Robert,  land  granted  to 925 

Llthgow.  William,  Jr.,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        243,  296,  422 

William,  Jr.,  and  others,  commissioners  to  treat  with  Penob- 
scot Indians 

Little,  David,  and  James  Brings,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 

'George,  commander  of  sloop  Winthrop,  allowance  to 

Moses,  member  of  committee    . 

Moses,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 

Woodbrldge,  trustee 

Little  Falls,  plantation  of,  taxes  and  tines  abated 
Littleton,  town  of,  fine  abated     .... 
Lloyd,  John,  and  family,  allowance  for  support  of 
Loaf  sugar,  act  for  encouragement  of  manufacture  of 
Lock,  Benjamin,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 
Locke,  Edmund,  soldier,  pension  granted  to 

James,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  . 
Longfellow,  Nathan,  relating  to  land  of     .        .        . 
Longmeadow,  town  of,  may  lay  out  highways    . 
Loomer,  Joseph,  soldier,  widow  of,  to  receive  bounty  or  wages 

Lucy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 
Lord,  Nathan,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 
Loring,  Jotham,  judgment  in  favor  of,  suspended 
Lothrop,  Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 
Lotteries,  act  for  suppression  of . 


due 


414 
861 
391 
240 
268 
180 
901 
801 
752 
508 
259 
680 
886 
720 
27 
821 
821 
868 
236 
286 
476 


1002  Index. 

Page 
Lottery  granted  for  repairing  bridge,  etc.,  over  Charles  river  in 

Watertown 12 

granted  for  repairing  Leicester  Academy,  etc 434 

state,  Issachar  Snell  to  be  paid  valae  of  prizes  drawn  In         .  749 

Winchendon,  managers  may  publish  list  of  prizes    .        .        .  798 
.Watertown bridge,  managers  granted  longer  time  for  repairs, 

etc 685 

Lumbert,  Joseph,  estate  of 362 

Loudon,  town  of,  may  pay  taxes  in  continental  bills  ....  392 

Lovell,  James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 428 

Loverlng,  Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 906 

Lowell,  John,  agent  to  prosecute  claims  of  Commonwealth  to  lands 

west  of  Hudson  river 159,  803,  422 

John,  and  James  Sullivan,  constituted  agents  to  represent 
Commonwealth  In  congress  on  claims  to  lands  west  of 

Hudson  river 805 

John,  commissioner  to  prosecute  claims  to  lands  west  of 

Hadson  river 303 

Lucas,  John,  commissary  of  pensioners,  accounts  to  be  settled         .  354 

allowance  to,  for  expenditures  and  service       ....  786 

grant  to,  for  payment  of  pensions 356 

Luce,  Samael,  and  others,  set  oiTftom  Conway  to  Goshen         .        .  118 
Ludlow,  town  of,  receipts  for  beef  to  be  exhibited     ....  840 
Ludt,  Ezra,  commissary  of  small  stores,  grant  in  settlement  of  ac- 
counts    224 

Lusk,  William,  resolve  on  petition  of 687 

Lynn,  town  of,  fine  abated 890 

Lynnfield,  certain  persons  may  be  assessed  in 875 

district  of,  fine  abated 890 

M. 

Maccarty,  Thaddeus  and  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .  638 

Machlas,  block  house  at,  to  be  disposed  of 674 

message  concerning  fort  at 720 

town  of,  Incorporated 14 

Machine  for  boring  cannon,  etc.,  to  remain  at  Bridgewater       .        .  836 

Magazine  In  Boston,  guards  doing  duty  at,  to  be  discharged     .  837 

Makepeace,  Greorge,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 419 

Malnard,  Stephen,  trustee  for  Grafton  Indians 754 

Maintenance  of  bastard  children  provided  for 559 

Maiden,  town  of,  fine  abated 289 

treasurer  to  credit  for  quota  of  beef 885 

Mallet,  Elizabeth,  pauper,  to  be  removed  ftom  Westborough  to 

Charlestown 688 

Mann,  Ralph,  allowance  to,  for  apprehending  Moses  Pond       .        .  829 
Manning,  Phebe,  and  children,  paupers,  to  be  removed  from  Dudley 

to  Waltham 682 


Index.  1003 

Pmge 

Mansfield,  Amos,  may  receive  costs 692 

Manslaaghter,  panlshment  for 126 

Manufacture  of  iron,  exclusive  privilege  given  Paul  Revere  and  John 

Noyes  for  use  of  steam  engine  in 667 

March,  Ebenezer,  member  of  committee 266 

Sophia,  may  be  sworn  as  witness  to  certain  deeds    .        .        .  866 
Marcy,  Zaccheus,  and  Richard  Mitchell,  Jr.,  empowered  to  sell 

certain  real  estate 984 

Market  in  Boston,  act  regulating,  repealed 114 

Marlborough,  town  of,  empowered  to  choose  a  collector  .        .        .  866 

Marriage  and  divorce,  act  regulating 664 

Marsh,  David,  and  others,  grant  of  land  to,  confirmed       .                .  406 

Hannah,  Judgment  corrected 877 

Marshall,  Ezekiel,  land  granted  to 924 

Marston,  John,  allowance  to 884 

Martindale,  Ellsha,  conveyance  of  land  to 226 

Mascarene,  John,  estate  of 280 

Margaret,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 280 

Mason,  David,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .471 

John  Tuston,  land  of,  proprietors  holding  under  grant  to       .  778 

Thaddeus,  register  of  deeds,  acts  confirmed     ....  887 

Massabeseck,  plantation  of,  bounds  defined 346 

executions  against,  recalled 846 

relating  to 128 

Massachusetts,  agents  appointed  to  prosecute  claims  of,  to  lands 

west  of  Hudson  river 169,  422,  90S 

Massachusetts  Congregational  Charitable  Society,  incorporated  614 

Massachusetts,  land  belonging  to,  ceded  to  the  United  States  .       Ill,  184 
Massachusetts  line  of  the  army,  conmiittee  directed  to  consolidate 

bounties 241 

Matthews,  John,  pirate,  to  be  delivered  to  sheriff  of  Suffolk  county  .  794 

John,  and  Richard  Squire,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .      .  882 

May,  Ellsha,  member  of  committee 896,  818,  960 

May  hew,  Nathan,  member  of  committee 867 

Simon,  Jr.,  appointed  guardian  of  Gay  Head  Indians      .        .  628 

Rev.  Zachariah,  empowered  to  appraise  certain  real  estate      .  820 

Zephaniah,  estate  of 867 

Maynard,  Stephen,  Judgment  against,  to  be  affirmed  ....  274 

Mayo,  Benjamin,  trustee  of  Congregational  Society  of  Orange  .  49 

Maxwell,  William,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

McClellan,  Hugh,  member  of  committee 787 

McCllntock,  Joseph,  allowance  to 220 

McFarland,  Walter,  allowance  to 889 

McOoff,  John,  seaman,  pension  granted 640 

Mclntire,  Jesse,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  498 

George,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of.        .        .  498 

Noah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 829 


1004  Index. 

Page 

Mclntire,  Noah,  Jr.,  wages  allowed 329 

Mead,  David,  granted  a  new  trial 385 

Medfleld,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  .  813 
resolve  on  petition  of  certain  Inhabitants  of,  respecting  pas- 
sage of  fish  up  Charles  river 950 

Medford,  town  of,  treasurer  to  receive  from  collector  old  conti- 
nental bills 836 

Medumcook,  town  of,  taxes  abated 316 

Med  way,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  .  813 
resolve  on  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of,  respecting  pas- 
sage of  flsh  up  Charles  river 950 

Mellen,  James,  empowered  to  collect  taxes 878 

Merrel,  Nathaniel,  treasurer  to  credit  taxes  due  from        .        .        .  938 

Merrimack  river,  fishing  regulated  In 450 

Message,  of  governor,  on  subject  of  arrears  of  wages  of  soldiers  of 

the  late  war 719 

on  the  birth  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy 720 

concerning  commercial  regulations  between  the  states,  etc.,  876,  915 
concerning  constitutionality  of  a  resolve  relating  to  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts 722 

concerning  the  fort  at  Machias 720 

concerning  Jonathan  Eddy  and  others,  refugees      .        .        .  718 
relative  to  act  passed  by  Rhode  Island  legislature,  and  peti- 
tion of  Lieut.  Col.  Badlam 768 

relative  to  boundary  lines  of  the  old  colony  of  Massachusetts,  746 
relative  to  certain  letters  from  delegates  In  congress,  etc.,  774,  833 
relative  to  correspondence  between  Capt.  Stanhope  and  his 

excellency,  the  governor 826 

relative  to  eastern  boundary  of  state  of  New  York  .  .  .  716 
relative  to  encroachments  by  British  subjects  .        .        .       783,  920 

relative  to  encroachments  of  province  of  New  Brunswick  .  830 
relative  to  establishing  a  new  state,  and  declaration  of  war 

by  the  Algerines 742 

relative  to  honoring  requisitions  of  congress    ....  750 

relative  to  impost  and  excise  duties 733 

relative  to  letters  from  secretary  of  congress   ....  803 

relative  to  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder        ....  840 

relative  to  the  manufacture  of  iron 828 

relative  to  manufacture  of  potash,  etc 711 

relative  to  the  manufacture  of  wool 840 

relative  to  inhabitants  of  Moose  island 783 

relative  to  number  of  inhabitants,  and  representation  In  con- 
gress       884 

relative  to  persons  to  be  confined  on  Castle  island   .        .        .  755 

relative  to  regimental  agents 777 

relative  to  requisitions  from  congress 734 

relative  to  revenue  system  and  eighth  article  of  the  confed- 
eration   852 


Index.  1005 

Pmge 
Message,  of  governor,  relative  to  Dr.  Samuel  Stearns,  reftigee  720 

relative  to  system  of  revenue 862,  854 

relative  to  trade  with  other  states 717 

relative  to  vacancies  In  naval  and  excise  offices        .        .        .      824 

relative  to  various  expenditures 872 

relative  to  vesting  congress  with  powers  to  regulate  com- 
merce  887 

relative  to  various  matters 726,  822 

relative  to  western  territory 716 

respecting  committee  from  New  Hampshire,  to  confer  on  the 
subject  of  certain  commercial  acts  passed  by  that  state 

and  this  Commonwealth 718 

respecting  navigation  act  passed  by  New  Hampshire  legisla- 
ture       724 

respecting  recommendations  of  congress  regarding  pensions, 

etc 884 

respecting  Mr.  Imlay's  resignation 721 

respecting  representation  in  congress  .        .        .736, 884 

Messenger  to  the  general  court,  allowances  to,  242,  261,  299,  418,  693,  765, 

939 

Metcalf,  Hezekiah,  allowance  to 220 

Jabez,  judgment  in  favor  of,  suspended    ....       226,  269 

Jabez,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 780 

Stephen,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 61 

Middlesex  county,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed 282 

tax  granted 313, 799 

Middlesex  and  Worcester  counties,  dividing  line  changed  .        .        .651 

Mighill,  Aaron,  allowance  to 260 

Mllford,  town  of,  fine  abated 314 

Militia,  cavalry  regiment  may  be  raised  in  Worcester  county    .        .      620 

act  regulating  and  governing 189,  494,  579 

Militia  law  to  be  printed  and  distributed 426 

Miller,  Robert,  pension  granted 907 

Samuel,  and  Caleb  Hill,  judgment  In  favor  of,  reversed  .        .      629 
Samuel,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.      .       899,  620 

Milliken,  Edward,  estate  of 911 

Milton,  town  of,  appointment  of  collectors  of  taxes  confirmed  324 

Mlnkler,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 865 

Minns,  William,  and  Mary  Ball,  executors,  resolve  on  the  petition 

of 809 

Minot,  George  Richards,  clerk  of  house  of  representatives,  allow- 
ances to        ....         .  261,  811,  389,  688,  793,  905 
Mlrlck,  Joseph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .471 

Mitchell,  Ellsha,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 894 

Richard,  Jr.,  and  Zaccheus  Marcy,  Empowered  to  sell  certain 

real  estate 934 

Misdemeanors,  punishment  for 472 


1006  Indbx* 

Mississippi  and  Hadson  rivers,  land  between,  to  be  ceded  to  the 

United  States Ill 

Monmouth  and  Vengeance,  payment  for  loss  of,  on  Penobscot  expe- 
dition   748,807 

Monroe,  David,  empowered  to  sell  the  land  of  John  Foy  .                .  696 

Montagne,  Joseph,  allowance  to 650 

Joseph,  and  Gideon  Moody,  soldiers,  allowance  to  .        •        .  650 
Monument  to  the  memory  of  Maj.  Gen.  Warren,  concerning  erection 

of 412 

Moody,  Gideon,  soldier,  allowance  to 650 

Gideon,  and  Joseph  Montague,  soldiers,  allowance  to  650 

Moore,  Josiah,  new  trial  granted  in  action  against    ....  245 

Joseph,  absentee,  estate  of 891 

Moory,  Ezekiel,  land  granted  to 925 

Moose  island,  governor  requested  to  write  inhabitants  of,  concern- 
ing encroachments  by  British  subjects      .        •     '  .        .  932 

message  relative  to 783 

Morey,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 911 

Morris,  Charles,  soldier,  allowance  to  heirs  of 695 

Morton,  Nathaniel,  deed  signed  by,  declared  valid     ....  776 

Mosley,  Gideon,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        •  498 

Mount  Desert,  island  of,  may  be  disposed  without  re-survey     .        .  778 

one-half  part  granted  to  John  Bernard 647 

Munn,  Samuel,  estate  of 887 

Munro,  Rebecca,  allowance  to 262 

Murder,  punishment  for 125 

punishment  of  accessailes  to  the  crime  of       .  •        .169 

and  petit  treason,  distinction  between,  annulled       .        .        .  176 

Murphy,  Thomas,  soldier,  wages  allowed 926 

Murray,  Daniel,  absentee,  to  have  bond  and  note  cancelled       .        .  738 

John,  absentee,  estate  of    .        .        .         249,  298,  841,  636,  788,  802 

Murra3rfleld,  town  of,  now  called  Chester,  collection  of  taxes  In       .  867 

Myrifleld,  plantation  of,  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Bowe       .  112 

taxes  abated 367 

Mystic  and  Charles  rivers,  act  for  protection  of  oystevs  in        .        .  490 


Nancy,  brlgantlne,  Capt.  Ichabod  Nichols,  master  of,  post  entry  to 

be  admitted 827 

Nantucket,  light  house  at,  supplies,  etc 303,  304 

Narragansett,  No.  1,  plantation  of,  taxes  assessed  upon,  remitted    .  297 

Narramore,  Asa,  allowance  to,  for  wages  during  captivity        .        «  866 

Asa,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 675 

Nason,  Robert,  land  granted  to 924 
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Natick  Indians,  guardians  may  confirm  sale  of  land   .        .  .418 

guardians  of,  may  sell  real  estate  for  benefit  of  Dinah  Spean  .      337 

guardians  of,  may  sell  certain  lands,  etc 708 

guardians  of,  accounts  allowed 933 

Naturalization  of  foreigners         .        .        .27,  124,  486,  488,  507,  608,  522 
Naval  officer  of  Boston,  to  pay  a  proportion  of  all  fees  received  to 

treasurer 648 

Naval  officers,  not  to  hold  office  of  collector,  etc 652 

powers  and  duties  of,  defined 35 

to  return  accounts  of  fees  to  treasurer 648 

Naval  offices,  established  at  the  several  seaports        ....        84 

fees  and  forms  in,  regulated 62 

Navigation  act,  message  concerning 724,810 

resolve  concerning 810 

Navigation  and  conmierce,  act  regulating 477,  489 

Neef ,  Patrick,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  ' 404 

Nelson,  John,  and  others,  guardians  of  Plymouth  Indians,  may  sell 

land 205 

Neponset  river,  preservation  of  fisheries  in 177 

Nevers,  Phlneas,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

New  Ashford,  district  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 847 

Newburyport,  port  of,  pilotage  regulated 487 

New  Brunswick,  province  of,  message  relative  to  encroachments 

of 830 

Newcastle,  town  of ,  tax  abated 315 

Newell,  Thomas,  appointed  manager  of  a  lottery       ....      435 

New  Gloucester,  town  of,  taxes  abated 896 

Newhall,  Hiram,  member  of  committee 793 

Hiram,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 378,  651 

Mathew,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 375 

New  Hampshire,  message  concerning  navigation  act  passed  by  the 

state  of 724 

Newton,  Joseph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      793 

Newton,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 770 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of      .        .      8IH 
resolve   on   petition  of  certain   inhabitants   of,  respecting 

passage  of  fish  up  Charles  river 950 

New  Worcester,  plantation  of,  deed  of  lands  in  confirmed                 .937 
New  York,  state  of,  governor  requested  to  send  letter  to  the  execu- 
tive of,  concerning  claims  to  lands  within  the  Common- 
wealth   658 

message  of  governor  relative  to  eastern  boundary  line  of        .      716 
relating  to  claims  of,  to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river,  159,  202,  204, 

230,  231,  302,  305,  342,  345 
New  York  and  Massachusetts,  boundary  line  between,  commission- 
ers appointed,  etc 5,  245,  384,  446,  658 

Nichols,  Henry,  relating  to  action  of *839 
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Nichols,  Capt.  Ichabod,  master  of  brigantlne  Nancy,  post  entry 

admitted 827 

James,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.        .  785 

James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 334 

Jesse,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .  269 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 694 

Levi,  judgment  against,  declared  null  and  void       .        .        .  845 

Levi,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 845 

Niles,  Samuel,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting Ill 

Nine  months'  men,  balances  due  on  pay  rolls  to  be  certified  for  pay- 
ment       985 

Noble,  David,  trustee 130 

Matthew,  executor,  action  against,  may  be  re-entered     .        .  277 

Moses,  allowance  to 677 

Seth,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Northampton  and  Southampton,  parts  of  towns  of.  Incorporated  as 

the  district  of  Easthampton 436 

*North  Parish  of  Hingham,  Derby  school  In,  Incorporated  .        .        .107 

Ni>rtoQ,  John,  creditor  to  the  estate  of  Timothy  Ruggles  ...  788 

Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .                .        .  767 

Nova  Scotia,  representation  to  be  made  to  governor  of,  concerning 

encroachments  made  by  British  subjects    ....  242 

Noyes,  Joseph,  to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  twenty  fire  arms       .  659 
John,  and  Paul  Revere,  exclusive  privilege  given  for  the  use 

of  steam  engine  In  the  manufacture  of  Iron       .        .        .  557 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 264 

Peter,  and  others,  set  off  from  the  First  to  the  Third  Parish 

In  Falmouth 577 

Nuisances,  common,  act  for  prevention  of 429 

Nye,  David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 307 

o. 

Ohscue,  Mary,  Natlck  Indian,  estate  of 933 

Olds,  Hannah,  allowance  to 689 

Oliver,  Daniel,  absentee,  estate  of 237 

Peter,  estate  of 365 

Onions,  act  regulating  Inspection  and  exportation  of         .        .        .  477 

Orange,  the  Congregational  Society  in.  Incorporated          ...  48 

( ) range,  district  of,  collection  of  taxes  In 373 

committee  to  repair  to  town  of  Athol  and  settle  differences 

between  said  town  and  district 651 

to  maintain  bridge  over  the  river  Tully 337 

and  town  of  Athol,  report  of  committee  to  adjust  matters  be- 
tween     767 

Ordnance  and  military  stores  to  be  purchased 304 

Ordway,  Samuel,  member  of  committee 851 
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Orr,  Hugh,  empowered  to  sell  farnace  at  Bridgewater     .        .        .291 
Hagh,  state  property  at  Bridgewater  to  be  continued  in 

charge  of 386 

Hngh,    and   others,    accounts   allowed   and    compensation 

granted 889 

Osbom,  Thomas,  empowered  to  sell  certain  real  estate    .        .  944 

Osgood,  Joseph,  allowance  to 220 

Joshua  Bayley,   empowered  to  receive  pension  of  Robert 

Miller •        ....      907 

Lemuel,  constable  to  collect  rate  bills  in  the  town  of  Barre  842 

Samuel,  delegate  in  congress,  allowance  to       ...        .      206 

Otis,  Samuel  A.,  allowances  to 251,811,888 

Overseers  of  the  poor,  town  of  Boston,  to  secure  a  physician  to 

attend  almshouse,  etc 211,860 

Overseers  of  the  poor,  town  of  Easton,  to  take  charge  of  Benjamin 

Edy  and  family 655 

Oznard,  Thomas,  absentee,  license  granted  to  reside  within  tlie  Com- 
monwealth, approved  .         ....        248,281,401,697 
Oysters  in  Charles  and  Mystic  rivers,  act  regulating  preservation  of,      490 


p. 

Packard,  Mark,  allowance  to 220 

Page,  Joseph,  and  another,  new  trial  granted 254 

Robert,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 808 

Samuel,  allowance  to 421 

Paige,  Timothy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 237 

Paine,  Samuel,  relative  to  wages  drawn  by 900 

Palmer,  Brigadier  Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .  930 
Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .  498 
Pallas,  brigantine,  grant  for  use  of  vessel,  etc.,  on  Penobscot  expe- 
dition     223 

Panue,  Joash,  Gay  Head  Indian,  relating  to  house  built  for                .  836 

Paper,  parchment  and  vellum,  duties  on 186,  458 

Parchment,  paper  and  vellum,  duties  on 180,  458 

Parish,  First,  in  Beverly,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  parishioners  of  .  839 

First,  in  Bradford,  collection  of  taxes  in  .        .  252 

Congregational,  in  Charlton,  incorporated        ....  86 
Parker  river,  toll  established  for  repair  and  maintenance  of  bridge 

over 492 

Parker,  Amos,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .  793 

Jabez,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .                .  864 

Phi neas,  Jr.,  and  wife,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .                .  417 

William,  soldier,  pension  granted 251 

Parkhurst,  Isaac,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 899 

Parrot,  Ruth,  estate  of 274,  29J> 
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Parsonsfleld,  town  of,  Incorporated 138 

Parsons,  Caleb,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .  471 

Eben,  and  others,  proprietors  of  Charles  river  bridge     .  185 

Isaac,  member  of  committee 240,811,815 

Isaac,  and  John  Lewis,  allowance  to,  for  surveying  land        .  669 

Solomon,  Jr. ,  soldier,  pension  granted      .        .  '      .        .  224 
Theophllus,  appointed  agent  to  prosecute  claims  of  Common- 
wealth to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river                 .        .       169, 422 
Partridge,  Calvin,  allowance  to,  for  use  of  widow  and  children  of 

Ichabod  Allen 696 

Calvin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 629 

George,  commissioner  to  treat  with  Penobscot  Indians   .        .  247 

George,  delegate  in  congress,  allowance  to       .        .        .       268,  689 

George,  delegate  in  congress,  instructions  to  .        .        .        .  378 

Partridgefleld,  town  of,  allowance  to  proprietors  of .  .922 

Patch,  Timothy,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  .        .  83 

Paterson,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .  679 

Patten,  Richard,  wages  allowed 821 

Willis,  member  of  committee 853 

Patterson,  David,  real  estate  purchased  by,  discharged  of  a  Judg- 
ment      672 

Paxton,  town  of,  fine  abated 426 

Payment  for  vessels  lost  on  Penobscot  expedition,    278,  372,  396,  412,  748, 

807,  907 
Pay  roll,  committee  appointed  to  procure  extracts  from,  for  nine 

months  men 738 

Payson,  Phillips,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society  .  615 

Peabody,  Richard,  relating  to  land  sold  by 837 

Peace,  establishment  of,  recommended 258 

declaration  of,  allowance  for  entertainment  In  celebration  of .  334 

Pearce,  Lydia,  set  off  ftom  Framingham  to  Southborough         .        .  551 

Joseph,  administrator,  appointment  superseded       .                .  228 

Pearlash  and  potash,  exportation  regulated 100 

message  of  governor  relative  to  manufacture  of      .        .        .711 

Pearlash,  potash,  etc.,  reception  of,  in  payment  of  tax  allowed         .  664 
Pearson,  Jonathan,  set  off  from  south  parish  in  Ipswich  to  the  first 

parish  in  Rowley 543 

Pearsontown,  plantation  of,  assessed 881 

plantation  of,  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Standlsh        .  502 

plantation  of,  execution  against,  stayed 811 

Pease,  Ebenezer,  allowance  to 652 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 942 

Pechaque,  Thomas,  Gay  Head  Indian,  empowered  to  sell  land  .        .  820 

Peckham,  Stephen,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .  364 

Pedlers,  hawkers  and  petty  chapmen,  act  concerning       ...  480 
Pegin,  Robert,  and  Alice  Pegin,  Plymouth  Indians,  land  may  be  sold 

for  benefit  of 205 
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Pierpont,  Ebenezer,  estate  of 486 

Feirce,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  appointed  a  committee  for  the  sale 

of  unappropriated  lands  In  the  coanty  of  Berkshire  660 

Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 922 

Joseph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .  650 

Penobscot  expedition,  grant  for  use  of  brlgantlne  Pallas  on              .  228 

payment  for  vessels  lost  on       .         278,  872,  896,  412,  748,  807,  907 

Penobscot  Indians,  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  288,  246 

Penobscot  river,  land  granted  on 805 

permission  granted  to  raise  wrecks  in       ...        .       848,  415 
Penobscot  and  Union  rivers,  grant  of  land  between,  confirmed  to 

David  Marsh  and  others     *. 406 

Pensions,  relating  to  claims  for 908 

PSNSIONSBS : 

Luke  Aldrldge .860 

Caleb  Atherton 241 

Samuel  Angler 676 

Malachl  Barrows 911 

Edward  Bates 888 

Jonas  Blodget 642 

Edmund  Brltt 293 

Paul  Brown 688 

Capt.  Samuel  Clark 280 

Capt.  Silas  Clark 761 

Joslah  Converse 745 

Richard  Crouch 322 

Jerathmeel  Doty 422 

Corp.  Jude  Foster 276 

Capt.  John  Francis 400 

George  Geyer 770 

Joseph  Gowgen,  alias  Cushlng 812 

Joslah  Jones 819 

Edmund  Locke 680 

JohnMcGotr 640 

Charles  Morris 696 

William  Parker 261 

Solomon  Parsons,  Jr 224 

Edmund  Potter 331 

Jeremiah  Robblns 260 

Edward  Sharman 844 

Capt.  John  Slewman 246 

Lieut.  George  Ulmer 899 

Wareham  Warner 884 

Lieut.  James  Warren,  Jr 884 

Pepperell,  Lady  Mary,  and  daughter,  report  of  committee  appointed 

to  treat  with,  approved 831 

Shr  William,  relative  to  lands  devised  by 881 
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Pepperellborough,  schooner,  resolve  on  action  of  libel  against  907 

town  of,  fine  abated 867 

Fero,  Sarah,  Natick  Indian,  account  of              983 

Sarah,  Natick  Indian,  property  to  be  held  in  tnist  for  S38 

Perjury  and  sabomatlon  of  perjury,  panishment  for  .                        .  1S3 

Perry,  James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 776,  945 

Petit  jarors,  appointment  regulated 16 

Petit  treason  and  murder,  distinction  between,  annulled    .  176 
Petition  of  legislature  to  congress  relative  to  lands  west  of  Hud- 
son river 202 

Pettingill,  Daniel,  allowance  to 62>0 

Phelps,  Oliver,  empowered  to  call  a  iheetlng 185 

Oliver,  to  receive  receipts  for  beef  from  the  secretary   .  816 
Oliver,  directed  to  return  receipts  for  beef  to  secretary's 

office 413 

Stephen,  soldier,  wages  allowed 786 

Philbrick,  Jonathan,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .  881 

Phillips,  Bridget,  land  of,  included  in  town  of  Shaplelgh  .        .        .  127 

Phillips,  Nathaniel,  claim  against  town  of  Berkley  discharged .  366 

Samuel,  Jr.,  allowances  to 420,816,949 

Samuel,  Jr.,  and  others,  appointed  a  committee  to  sell  un- 
appropriated lands  in  county  of  Cumberland    .        .  382 
Samuel,  Jr.,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society,  615 

Samuel,  Jr.,  member  of  committee 306 

Samuel,  Jr.,  president  of  the  senate,  allowances  to.       688,  793,  905 

William,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society       .  615 

Phipps,  David,  absentee,  estate  of 278,  287,  878 

Pier,  Thomas,  allowance  to 378 

Pierpont,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 426 

Joseph,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .        .        .        .  498 

Pilotage,  regulated 487 

Pinkham,  Paul,  allowance  to 303 

Piracies  and  felonies,  court  for  the  trial  of,  adjourned  794 
Piracies  and  felonies,  justices  of  the  court  for  trial  of,  may  com- 
mute sentences  of  John  Matthews  and  Richard  Squire  882 
Plttsfleld,  town  of,  to  be  credited  for  supply  of  beef .        .        .  917 

Plalnfleld,  district  of,  incorporated 176 

Plantation  No.  4,  tax  abated 631 

Plantation  of  Flint's  Town,  part  of,  set  olT  from  York  county  to  Cum- 
berland county 645 

of  Lewiston,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  assessors  of                 .  671 

of  Little  Falls,  taxes  and  flues  abated 901 

of  New  Worcester,  deed  of,  to  settlers,  confirmed  .        .        .  987 
of  Pearsontown,  relating  to  collection  of  taxes  In  .        .        .881 

of  Massabeseck,  taxes  abated 846 

of  Myrifleld  incorporated  as  town  of  Rowe  .  .112 

of  Pearsontown  Incorporated  as  town  of  Standish  .                .  502 
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Page 
Plantation  of  Shapleigh  Incorporated  as  town  of  Shapleigh  .      126 

of  Sylvester,  proprietors  of,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and 

show  cause,  etc 892 

of  Sylvester,  taxes  abated 890 

Plymouth,  county  of,  tax  granted 292 

treasurer's  accounts  allowed  and  tax  granted    .        .        .292,  737 

court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  and  court  of  common 

pleas,  adjourned 778 

Plymouth  county  goal,  prisoners  to  be  removed  from  Bristol  county 

to 654 

Plymouth,  town  of,  grant  to,  on  account  of  damage  by  tides  .  .  631 
Plymouth  Indians,  guardians  of,  may  sell  certain  lands,  etc.  .  205,  208 
Plympton,  town  of,  resolve  on  petition  for  a  new  trial      .        .        .      674 

selectmen  of,  to  rectify  a  certain  pay  roll  ....      785 

Pocha  beach  in  town  of  Eastham,  act  to  prevent  damage  by  cattle 

and  horses  on 432 

Polygamy,  punishment  for 117 

Pond,  Moses,  compensation  allowed  for  apprehension  of  .        .        .      829 
Poor  of  the  Commonwealth,  allowance  for  medical  attendance        .      916 
Poor,  overseers  of,  town  of  Boston,  to  secure  a  physician  for  alms- 
house, etc 211,  350 

Poor  of  Charlestown,  relating  to 688 

Poor,  Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition,  of 847 

Thomas,  member  of  committee 665 

Porter,  John,  allowance  to 765 

Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 327 

Potash  and  pearlash,  exportation  regulated 100 

message  of  governor  relative  to  manufacture  of  .  .  .711 
Potash,  pearlash,  etc.,  reception  of,  in  payment  of  taxes,  allowed  .  664 
Potter,  Admiral,  set  off  from  Conway  to  Goshen        .        .        .        .113 

Edmund,  soldier,  pension  granted 331 

Pork,  exportation  regulated 102 

Pownal  bo  rough,  execution  against,  stayed 423 

town  of,  fine  remitted 814 

town  of,  relating  to  collection  of  taxes  in  ...  .  941 
Pray,  Joshua,  discharged  of  certain  taxes   ....       628,811,815 

Joshua,  member  of  committee 811,815 

Joshua,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 296 

Joshua,  aud  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of .        .        .  868 

Preble,  Jedediah,  relative  to  certain  fire  arms  credited  to  .       659,  914 

Precinct,  First,  in  Cambridge,  may  raise  money  for  discharge  of 

debts 9 

Prentice,  Solomon,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 369 

Prentiss,  Nathaniel,  complaint  against,  may  be  re-entered  .        .        .      210 . 
Prescott,  James,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      828 

Oliver,  judgment  In  favor  of,  annulled 835 

William,  hearing  granted  on  complaint  of        ...        .      358 
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President  of  congress,  letter  to,  recommending  a  conyention  of  the 

states 667 

Pressey,  Jolin,  land  granted  to 924 

Charles,  land  granted  to 924 

Chase,  land  granted  to 925 

Presumpscut  river,  sluiceways  to  be  opened  in,  for  passage  of  fish    .  161 

Prince,  Caleb,  execution  in  favor  of,  stayed 865 

Joseph,  execution  in  fitvor  of,  stayed 805 

Princeton,  town  of,  proceedings  confirmed 206 

Printers  to  the  general  court,  Adams  and  Nourse,  to  be  paid  for  ser- 
vices       833 

Printing  acts  and  resolves,  agreement  for,  with  Adams  and  Nourse  .  656 
Prisons  and  prisoners,  provisions  for  regulation  of    .        .        .        .118 

Probate,  etc.,  of  wills,  concerning 447 

Probate  court  established  for  the  eastern  part  of  Lincoln  county      .  99 
Probate,  Judge  of,  for  Hampshire  county,  empowered  to  grant  longer 

time  to  creditors  of  estate  of  Col.  David  Leonard  683 
for  Middlesex  county,  empowered  to  appoint  commissioners  to 

examine  certain  claims 837 

for  Worcester  county,  empowered  to  appoint  commissioners 

to  examine  certain  claims 788 

for  Worcester  county,  empowered  to  direct  commissioners  to 

allow  demand  of  William  Ford 789 

Proprietors,  of  Charles  river  bridge.  Incorporated     ....  135 
of  plantation  of  Sylvester,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show 

cause,  etc 892 

of  Townsend,  grant  of  township  No.  8  confirmed  to       .        .886 

Prout,  Ebenezer,  allowance  to 797 

Provisions,  unwholesome,  penalty  for  selling 183 

Purkitt,  Henry,  and  others,  soldiers,  bounties  allowed      ...  306 
Purvlance,  Samuel  and  Robert,  accounts  due  Commonwealth  to  be 

recovered  from 293 

Putnam,  Billings,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  943 

Ruf  us,  member  of  committee 341 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 309 

Peter,  to  collect  taxes  In  Danvers 309 

Rufus,  appointed  a  commissioner  to  treat  with  Penobscot 

Indians 414 

Rufus,  appointed  surveyor  of  unappropriated  lands  In  the 

county  of  Lincoln 282 

Pynchon,  George,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .  445 

William,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .  445 


Q. 

Quotas,  relating  to  assessment  of 737 
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Ralph,  Mlcah,  Indian,  empowered  to  sell  land 819 

Rand,  Nehemiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 885 

Ransom,  Job,  soldier,  wages  allowed 786 

Rape,  punishment  for 128,  176 

punishment  for  accessaries  to  the  crime  of       .        .        .        .169 
Ratable  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  act  for  inquiring  into         .        67 

Rates  and  taxes,  act  for  enforcing  payment  of 510 

appointment  of  collectors  of,  etc 567 

Rawson,  Edward,  guardian  of  Qrafton  Indians         .  .311 

Edward,  trustee  of  Grafton  Indians 754 

Levi,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 226,  269 

Timothy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 936 

Raymond,  Edward,  and  wife,  execution  in  favor  of,  stayed  .      245 

Nathan,  estate  of 792 

Rebecca,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 792 

Raynes,  John,  land  granted  to 925 

Samuel,  land  granted  to 925 

Read,  Capt.  John,  allowance  to 414 

Real  estate,  actions  on  mortgages,  judgment,  redemption,  etc. .        .      475 
Receiver  general,  to  certify  for  payment  balances  due  clerks  in  his 

office 698 

Reed,  Elijah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 681 

Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 801 

Josiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 880 

Paul,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 948 

Refugees  from  Nova  Scotia,  land  granted  to,  in  Lincoln  county  662 

Regimental  agents,  to  exhibit  accounts 688 

message  relating  to  duties  of 777 

Register  of  deeds,  appointed  for  the  eastern  part  of  Lincoln  county,        97 

Remington,  Uriah,  relating  to  wages  drawn  by 277 

Representatives,  house  of,  list  of  members         ....       198,  622 
pay  of  members  ....         231,  252,  291,  405,  657,  792,  904 

Resolves,  January  session,  1784 319 

May  session,  1784 202 

October  session,  1784 261 

May  session,  1785 626 

Revenue,  system  of,  message  of  governor  relative  to        .        .        .      854 

Revenue  department,  officers  in,  to  give  bonds 870 

Revere,  Paul,  and  John  Noyes,  granted  exclusive  privilege  of  .using 

steam  engine  In  the  manufacture  of  iron   ....      557 
Revival  of  sundry  laws,  expired  or  near  expiring       ....      462 

Reynolds,  Nathaniel,  refugee,  land  granted  to 663 

Rhodes,  John,  and  others,  Judgment  in  favor  of,  suspended      .        .      692 

Rice,  Adontjah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 285 

Samuel,  soldier,  wages  allowed 285 
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Rice,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 238 

Richards,  Benjamin,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .  371 

Richardson,  Benjamin,  deficiency  discharged 400 

Jacob,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .                .        .  259 

Richmond,  Thomas  B.,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      ...        .  943 

Richmond,  town  of,  name  established 125 

to  be  credited  with  service  of  four  men 687 

Richmont,  town  of,  name  changed  to  Richmond        .        .        .        .125 

Ripley,  Abraham,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .                .  498 

River,  Parker,  relating  to  tolls  over 847 

Tally,  bridge   over,  to  be    maintained  by  the   district  of 

Orange 387 

Rlx,  James,  soldier,  new  note  to  be  Issaed  In  behalf  of     .        .        .  926 

Robbery,  punishment  for 134 

punishment  of  accessaries  to  the  crime  of        .        .        .        .169 

Robbins,  Edward  Hutchinson,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .  324 

Jeremiah,  soldier,  pension  granted 250 

Thomas,  land  granted  to 925 

Roberts,  Joshua,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 746 

Samuel,  soldier,  allowance  for  attendance  on  .        .        .        .  746 

Robertson,  James,  allowance  to 894 

Robins,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 745 

Robison,  Thomas,  naturalized 27 

Rochester,  town  of,  committee  appointed  to  repair  to,  and  report    .  636 

settlement  of  beef  account  with 425 

Rogers,  Samuel,  refugee,  land  granted  to ,  662 

William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 806 

Rogue's  island,  etc.,  to  be  conveyed  to  Paul  Dudley  Sargent     .  271 

Root,  Hezekiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 869 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 679 

Ross,  Elizabeth,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 911 

Rousselet,  Nicholas,  naturalized 124 

Row,  Zebulon,  refugee,  land  granted  to 662 

Rowe,  John,  and  others,  message  on  the  petition  of  .                .        .  739 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 273 

Rowe,  town  of,  incorporated 1 12 

Rowley,  town  of,  addition  to  valuation 883 

First  Parish  in,  Jonathan  Pearson  set  off  from  the  south 

parish  in  Ipswich  to 543 

town  of,  part  of  Ipswich  annexed  to 491 

Roxbury,  feoffees  of  grammar  school  In,  empowered  to  sell  certain 

lands 862 

town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of    .        .        .  813 

resolve  on  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of,  respecting  pas- 
sage of  fish  up  Charles  river 950 

Ruggles,  Benjamin,  estate  of 850 

Joseph,  and  others,  grant  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,     229,  359 
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Baggies,  Samuel  and  Joslab,  relative  to  establishing   identity  of 

signatures  of 260 

Timothy,  absentee,  estate  of 237,  788 

Russel,  William,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .      259 

Chambers,  estate  of 401 

Edward,  member  of  committee 240 

James,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      ......      401 

Joseph,  and  Isaac  Howland,  judgment  in  favor  of,  annulled  .      772 
Thomas,  and  others,  proprietors  of  Charles  river  bridge,  in- 
corporated   135 

s. 

Saco  river,  land  lying  eastward  of,  confirmed  to  Arthur  Lee      .        .      758 

Salem,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 396 

Salisbury,  town  of,  new  trial  granted  in  action  against     .        .        .      254 
Sanborn,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of                        .881 
Sanderson,  David,  execution  In  favor  of,  stayed        .                .        ,419 
David,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.        .        .      675 
John,  manager  of  lottery  for  repairs,  etc.,  of  bridge  in  Water- 
town     13 

Sandwich,  town  of,  tax  abated 374 

Sanford,  town  of,  lands  annexed  to 128 

part  of  town  of  Shapleigh  annexed  to 557 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of       ...        .      880 

Sanger,  David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 951 

Samuel,  estate  of 951 

Sargent,   Catherine,  administrator's    claims  in   behalf    of,   to    be 

examined      . 205 

Christopher,  member  of  committee 853 

Epes,  estate  of 289 

Sargeant,  Ezra,  and  others,  appointed  committee  on  accounts  .       213,  771 

Ezra,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 239,  885 

Paul  Dudley,  resolve  authorizing  conveyance  of  land  to  .  271 

Paul  "Dudley,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    ....       204,370 

Saunders,  Thomas,  land  granted  to 925 

Savage,  Abraham,  relative  to  taxes  uncollected  by     ...        .      782 
Sawommog,  Jemima,  and  Rachael  Amos,  Indian  women,  resolve  on 

the  petition  of 758 

Sawyer,  Joshua,  and  wife,  may  enter  an  appeal  .        .        .        .861 

Scarborough,  relative  to  Pepperell  lands  in 831 

town  of,  fine  abated 218 

Schedule  for  valuation,  copies  to  be  printed  for  distribution     .        .      252 

plan  of 222 

School,  Derby,  trustees  of,  incorporated 108 

Schools,  free.  In  towns  of  Wllliamstown  and  Adams,  bequest  for 

maintenance  of 129 
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561 
423 

764 

47 

232 

71,  678 


857 
902 

230 
315 

311 
312 
425 
280 
413 


Scots  Charitable  Society,  incorporated       .... 

Scott,  William,  and  James  Lovell,  resolve  on  tlie  petition  of 

Seagraves,  Edward,  resolve  on  tlie  petition  of    . 

Seamen,  act  for  the  regnlation  of       .        .        . 

Searjeant,  Orando,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  allowances  to  . 
to  certify  to  balances  due  clerks  in  his  office 
to  deliver  probate  records  to  clerk  of  supreme  Jadicial  court, 
to  deliver  certain  papers  to  Manassah  DlvoU  or  attorney 
to  fhmish  agents  for  prosecuting  claims  to  lands  west  of  Hud 

son  river  with  copies  of  records,  etc. 
to  fhmlsh  a  list  of  receipts  for  beef  to  Oliver  Phelps 
to  make  report  of  military  stores  belonging  to  United  States 

in  the  Commonwealth 

to  notify  delegates  to  be  present  in  congress  on  Dec.  1,  1784 

to  publish  the  militia  law 

to  publish  a  translation  of  the  Arret  of  the  King  of  France 
to  receive  agents'  receipts  for  beef  furnished  . 

Securities,  government,  treasurer  to  continue  consolidating,  225, 272, 378,761 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  appointed  a  commissioner  to  ascertain  boundary 

line  between  Commonwealth  and  state  of  New  York,  5,  245,  895 
Theodore,  trustee 130 

Sergeant,  Erastus,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .  679 

Selectmen  of  towns  empowered  to  nominate  and  appoint  engine 

men 168, 506 

Selectmen  of  Ashfleld,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       ...        .      394 

Barre,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 678,  842 

Bath,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 917 

Belchertown,  to  give  bond  for  Hezeklah  Root ....      869 
Berwick,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .        .        .      897 

Boston,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 782 

Chatham,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 653 

Chesterfield,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 366 

Coxhall,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 279 

Cummington,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 844 

Dartmouth,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 364 

Egremont,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 906 

Framingham,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .  .        .      324,  878 

Freetown,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 351 

Georgetown,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 812 

Grafton,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .        .       872,  743,  770 
Great  Barrington,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        .        .236 

Hancock,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 879 

Holllston,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 270 

Leicester,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 400 

Leominster,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 218 

Ludlow,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 340 
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Selectmen  of  Ljnnfleld,  empowered  to  assesfi  certain  persons  .  87S 

Milford,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 814 

New  Gloucester,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       ...        .  896 

Pepperellboroagh,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  8B7 
Pownalborough,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  .941 
Plymouth,  to  inspect  light  honse  at  the  Gurnet,  ft'om  time  to 

time,  and  report 88^ 

Princeton,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 205 

Salem,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 89^ 

Sanford,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 880 

Stockbridge,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 263 

Topsham,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 924 

Truro,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 652 

Westborough,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 688 

Westfleld,  allowance  for  transportation  furnished  by  .  677 
Westhampton,  empowered  to  call  meeting  for  choice  of  town 

officers 626 

Westminster,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 289 

William sburgh,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        .        .        .       876,  941 

Winchendon,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 864 

Sellers,  Charles,  land  granted  to 925 

Senah,  Elizabeth,  Natlck  Indian,  land,  etc.,  may  be  sold  for  benefit 

of 208 

Senate,  pay  of  members  established    .  281,  252,  291,  405,  657,  792,  904 

Senators,  list  of 197,  621 

Sewall,  David,  member  of  committee 240 

David,  member  of  committee 882 

David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 889 

Col.  Dummer,  treasurer  to  receive  certain  notes  on  account  of,  668 

Jonathan,  estate  of 287,  348 

Sexton,  John,  relative  to  execution  against 835 

Stephen,  allowance  to 677 

Shaplelgh,  Nicholas,  land  granted  to,  incorporated  as  town  of  Shap- 

lelgh 127 

Shapleigh,  part  of,  annexed  to  town  of  Sanford        ....  667 

town  of,  Incorporated 12(> 

town  of,  taxes  to  be  assessed  on 868 

proprietors  of,  assessments  by,  confirmed        ....  663 

Shapleighton,  execution  against,  stayed 296 

taxes  abated 628 

Sharman,  Edward,  pension  granted 344 

Shaw,  Sylvanus,  soldier,  wages  allowed      ......  643 

Sheafe,  Jacob,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .  248 

Shepard,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 689 

Shephard,  Levi,  commissioner  of  sewers 747 

Sherburne,  town  of,  executions  against,  suspended    .        .        .        .741 

fine  abated 649 


1020  Index. 

Page 

Sheriff  of  Bristol  county,  to  remove  prisoners  to  Plymoath  county 

gaol 654 

of  Essex  county,  to  receive  consolidated  notes  in  discharge  of 

an  execution 668 

Sheriffs  and  collectors,  delinquent,  to  be  compelled  to  settle  their 

accounts 816 

Sheriffs  and  deputy  sherifl^  directed  not  to  receive  public  securities 

from  collectors  save  in  certain  cases 317 

Sherman,  John,  collector,  resolve  discharging,  from  sum  of  money  .  879 
Capt.  Nathaniel,  to  serve  trustees  of  Grafton  Indians  with 

order  of  court 754 

Ship,  General  Putnam,  lost  in  Penobscot  expedition,  allowance  to 

owners  of 896 

Shlrtleff,  Francis,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 674 

Shorey,  Jacob,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 787 

Shrewsbury,  town  of,  assessment  upon  certain  inhabitants  of,  set 

off  from  Lancaster 871 

deduction  from  valuation 888 

Northerly  Parish  in,  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Boylston  544 

relating  to  collection  of  taxes  in 371 

Shute,  Daniel,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society          .  615 

Daniel,  trustee 108 

Sibley,  Joseph,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.     .        .  764 

Silver  and  gold  coin,  rates  of  value  established 84 

delegates  in  congress  instructed  to  secure  determination  of 

the  value  of 267 

Silvester,  David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 814 

Slmonds,  John,  and  Thomas  Walley,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .  287 
Zebedee,  and  Marcy  Waterman,  empowered  to  convey  certain 

land 912 

Single tary,  Amos,  land  granted  to 787 

Skinner,  Thompson  Joseph,  member  of  committee     ....  287 

Thompson  Joseph,  trustee 130 

Slewman,  Capt.  John,  pension  granted 246 

Sloop  Wlnthrop,  allowance  to  captain  for  wages  advanced        .  391 

Sluiceways  to  be  opened  in  dams  on  Presumpscut  river     .                 .  161 

Smalley,  Job,  land  granted  to 925 

Thomas,  land  granted  to 925 

Smead,  David,  member  of  committee 786 

Smith,  Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 781 

Braddyl,  estate  of 887 

Caleb,  estate  of 850 

Ebenezer,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .  830 

Edward,  and  others,  land  granted  to 805 

Elijah,  collector  of  taxes,  allowance  to 634 

Elijah,  empowered  to  appraise  certain  real  estate    .        .        .  820 

Elizabeth,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  .        .  788 
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Smith,  George,  naturalized 124 

Hannah,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc      .  788 

Jonathan,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .471 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 689 

Joseph,  soldier,  wages  allowed  to  widow  of     ...        .      786 

Moses,  wages  allowed 940 

Rev.  Hezekiab,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         ....      408 
Robert,  land  on  the  east  side  of  Penobscot  river  granted  to    .      869 

Sarah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 786,  940 

Stephen,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .      802 

William,  estate  of 837 

Smuggling,  act  for  prevention  of 466 

Snell,  Issachar,  to  be  paid  value  of  prizes  drawn  in  state  lottery  749 

Snelling,  Elizabeth,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 261 

Jonathan,  estate  of 261 

Snow,  Isaac,  to  receive  credit  from  commissary  general  for  value  of 

twenty-flve  Are  arms 669 

Jonathan,  set  off  ft'om  Conway  to  Goshen  .        .        .118 

Society,  Congregational,  In  Orange,  incorporated       ....        48 

Massachusetts  Congregational  Charitable,  incorporated  .        .      614 

Scots  Charitable,  incorporated 561 

Sodock,  Esther,  Natick  Indian,  estate  of 983 

Sodomy,  punishment  for 126 

punishment  of  accessaries  to  the  crime  of  .        .169 

Soldiers,  bounties  allowed 307 

deceased,  relative  to  wages  due  estates  of        ...        .      416 
relative  to  wages  of,  drawn  on  forged  orders  .        .  .421 

Southampton  and  Northampton,  parts  of  towns  of.  Incorporated  as 

the  district  of  Easthampton 436 

South  Brlmfleld,  town  of,  to  be  credited  for  beef  tax  .        .      922 

Southborough,  town  of,  addition  to  valuation 883 

certain  persons  set  off  from  Framlngham  and  annexed  to        .      561 

Southwick,  town  of,  line  abated 941 

Souther,  Daniel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      236 

Sparhawk,  John,  agent  for  Lady  Pepperell,  proposition  of        .        .      882 

William  Pepperell,  relative  to  lands  devised  to         .        .        .881 

Speen,  Dinah,  Natick  Indian,  guardian  may  sell  real  estate  of  .  337 

Dinah,  Natick  Indian,  estate  of 933 

Elizabeth,  Natick  Indian,  estate  of 933 

Esther,  Natick  Indian,  account  of 988 

Spear,  Pool,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 641 

Splwood,  Eunice,  Natick  Indian,  estate  of 983 

Spooner,  Ephralm,  and  Joshua  Thomas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .      631 
George,  license  granted  to  reside  within  the  Commonwealth, 

approved 248,  281,  401,  697 

Walter,  empowered  to  sell  certain  land 689 

Walter,  member  of  committee 767,  781 
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Sprague,  Joseph,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  caaae,  etc.  899 
Spring,  Marshal,  manager  of  lottery  for  repairs,  etc.,  of  bridge  in 

Watertown 13 

Springfield,  town  of,  certain  lands  in,  incorporated  into  a  common 

field 445,501 

may  exhibit  beef  receipts  in  settlement  of  account  •  308 
Spy  wood,  Eunice,  guardians  of  Natick  Indians  may  sell  land,  etc.,  be- 
longing to S08 

Squantum,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  .        .                .  298 

Squire,  Richard,  and  John  Matthews,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  882 

Squires,  Richard,  pilsoner,  to  be  delivered  to  sheriff  of  Suffolk  county,  794 

St.  Georges,  town  of,  tax  abated 316 

St.  John,  Nathan,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .  850 

Staines,  Josiah,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .        .  259 

Standish,  town  of,  assessed        .    ' 881 

execution  against,  stayed 811 

incorporated 502 

Stanhope,  Capt.,  message  relative  to  correspondence  between  the 

governor  and 826 

Staples,  Marcy,  land  granted  to 925 

Starbird,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 788 

State  house,  committee  on  repairs  of,  appointed        ....  253 

State  tax  of  £151,036  IBs.  6d.  apportioned  and  assessed     ...  62 

State  tax  of  £311,440  199.  3d.  apportioned  and  assessed    ...  580 
State  yacht  to  be  fitted  and  manned  for  use  of  committee .        .        .254 

Stearns,  Eliphaz,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 314 

Josiah,  member  of  committee 651 

Samuel,  relative  to  judgment  in  case  of 247 

Samuel,  Judgment  against  surety  of,  remitted  .        .        .        .275 

Increase,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 640 

Josiah,  and  others,  appointed  committee  on  accounts              .  771 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 775 

Dr.  Samuel,  refugee,  message  relative  to 720 

Dr.  Samuel,  refugee,  relative  to  confinement  of       .        .        .  693 

Dr.  Samuel,  treasurer  to  receive  securities  from  surety  for    .  740 

Stebblns,  Benjamin,  allowance  to 276 

Edward,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 445 

Eldad,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .        .        .        .  239 

Moses,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .                •  239 

Sterling,  town  of,  fine  remitted 349 

Sterllngton,  town  of,  taxes  abated 316 

Stevens,  Abraham,  execution  in  favor  of,  stayed        .  .       636,  766 

Thomas,  soldier,  wages  allowed 332 

Stiles,  Jonah,  allowance  to 677 

Stlmpson,  Greorge,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 655 

Stlnson,  Thomas,  Jr.,  laud  granted  to 924 

Stockbridge,  town  of,  execution  against,  recalled      .       .        .      217,  253 
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Stockbridge,  resolve  on  petition  to  annex  part  of,  to  town  of  Lenox,      287 
Stone,  Hannah,  to  be  removed  from  Westborough  to  Charlestown  .      688 
Josiah,  and  others,  guardians  of  Natick  Indians,  may  sell  cer- 
tain land,  etc 208,  887,  418 

Joshua,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 867 

Moses,  and  Asahel  Wheeler,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .      668 

Seth,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 886 

Strong,  Ashbel,  empowered  to  execute  deed 226 

Caleb,  appointed  commissioner  to  ascertain  boundary  line  be- 
tween Commonwealth  and  state  of  New  York  .        .  6,  246 

Caleb,  member  of  committee 287 

Caleb,  and  others.  Incorporated  as  a  charitable  society  .  .  616 
Capt.  Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of        ...        .      868 

Stront,  George,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 648 

Stnrbridge,  town  of,  allowance  to,  for  support  of  John  Lace    .        .      212 

execution  against,  recalled 818 

Subornation  of  perjury,  penalty  for 188 

Sudbury,  town  of,  committee  to  repair  to,  and  report       .        .        .      668 

execution  against,  stayed 944 

fine  abated 288 

Suffolk,  county  of,  tax  granted 791 

Suffolk,  John  Hildreth,  to  be  liberated  from  goal  in  .  .  759 

Sugar,  loaf,  act  for  encouragement  of  manufacture  of      .        .        .      508 
Sullivan,  James,  appointed  an  agent  to  prosecute  claims  of  Com- 
monwealth to  lands  west  of  Hudson  river  .        .       159,  808,  422 
James,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society  .        .      616 
Sumner,  Ell,  relating  to  forged  order  for  wages         ....      774 

Supplement  to  resolves  of  general  court 708 

Superintendent  of  Eastern  Indians,  allowance  to        .  .        .271 

Supreme  judicial  court,  justices  of,  allowance  to  .        .        .114 

fund  established  for  payment  of  justices 958 

secretary  to  deliver  probate  records  to  clerk  of  .  .  .857 
justices  of,  to  determine  the  value  of  certain  notes  .  .  890,  918 
for  the  counties  of  Barnstable  and  Dukes  county,  adjourned  .  892 
for  Barnstable  and  Plymouth  counties,  any  two  justices  may 

be  a  quorum  to  transact  the  business  of     .        .        •        .      550 

for  the  county  of  Essex,  adjourned 268 

for  Hampshire  and  Worcester  counties,  adjourned  .  .  891,  550 
for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  be  held  annually ....      509 

for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  adjourned 392 

Sureties  for  a  commissioner  on  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  United 

States,  to  be  Indemnified  by  the  Commonwealth        .        .      424 
Sutton,  town  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of     .        .      765 

Swan,  James,  Burnt  Coat  island  may  be  sold  to 272 

James,  land  in  Lincoln  county  may  be  sold  to  .        .        .        .      400 
James,  and  others,  proprietors  of  Charles  river  bridge.  Incor- 
porated         185 
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Swan,  James,  resolve  on  tbe  petition  of 855,  400 

William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 877 

Sweasey,  Stephen,  to  be  commissioned 874 

Swett,  John,  directed  to  return  certain  execations    ....      860 

Swift,  Rev.  Seth,  trustee 180 

Sylvester,  plantation  of,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  Inhabitants  of     .      815 

plantation  of,  taxes  abatc^d 890 

plantation  of,  proprietors  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show 

cause,  etc 892 


T. 

Tallmas,  Giles,  soldier,  wages  allowed 901 

Tax  granted  for  Barnstable  county      , 847,  888 

Berkshire  county 288, 848 

Bristol  county 822 

Cumberland  county 344 

Dukes  county 338 

Essex  county 397,  864 . 

Hampshire  county 826,  863 

Middlesex  county 818.  799 

Plymouth  county 292,  787 

Suffolk  county 791 

Worcester  county 849 

York  county 828, 816 

Tax,  state,  appointed  and  assessed 62,  680 

Taxation,  exemptions  from 58 

new  valuation  to  be  taken  for  purposes  of        .        .        .        .57 

Taxes,  of  town  of  Chatham,  abated 658 

of  town  of  Truro,  abated 662 

remitted  to  towns  in  Dukes  county 830 

Taxes  and  rates,  act  for  enforcing  payment  of 610 

choice  and  appointment  of  collectors  of 667 

to  make  returns,  etc 951 

Tay,  Capt.  Samuel,  to  present  additional  pay  roll       ....      259 

Taylor,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .      684 

Samuel,  empowered  to  call  a  meeting        ....       112,117 

Samuel,  to  lay  out  certain  lands 787 

Samuel,  member  of  committee 844 

Reuben,  soldier,  wages  allowed 945 

Teed,  Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .      269 
Temple,  Hannanlah,  trustee  for  Congregational  society  In  Orange    .        49 

Jonas,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 694,  754 

Temple  ton,  Ashburnham,  Winchester  and  Winchendon,  parts  of 

towns  of,  incorporated  into  town  of  Gardner   .  .      448 
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Templeton,  town  of,  deduction  ftom  yaluation 888 

Tenants  in  common,  act  to  prevent  waste,  etc.,  on  the  part  of  .        .  562 

Tenny,  Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 861 

Thatcher,  Peter,  and  others,  incorporated  b»  a  charitable  society     .  615 

Rev.  Peter,  allowance  to 905 

Samnel,  member  of  committee 928 

Samuel,  and  Ebenezer  Bridge,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  887 

Thatcher's  Island,  rent  of,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury              .        .  885 

Thazter,  John,  of  Haverhill,  trustee 108 

John,  of  Hingham,  trustee 108 

Thayer,  David,  executions  against,  stayed 286 

David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 760 

Solomon,  allowance  to 276 

Theft,  punishment  for 170 

Thieves  and  convicts,  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  to  be  confined  at 

Castle  island 168 

Thomas,  Hannah,  barrack  at  the  Qumet  granted  to    .  .217 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 844 

Samuel,  soldier,  wages  allowed 648 

Nathaniel  Ray,- estate  of 844 

Hannah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 885 

Joshua,  and  Ephraim  Spooner,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  631 

Thomaston,  town  of,  taxes  abated 816 

Thompson,  William,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 218 

Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 928 

Thomas,  land  granted  to 925 

Ttlden,  David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 274,  299 

Tilton,  Ezra,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 741 

Uriah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 854 

Tisbury,  town  of,  tax  abated 784 

Tobacco,  exportation  regulated 477 

Tobey,  Prince,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 914 

Todd,  William,  master  of  schooner  Pepperellborough,  appeal  allowed 

from  judgment  In  favor  of 807 

William,  and  Go  wen  Brown,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  664 

Tolls  established  over  Charles  river  bridge 137 

Topsfleld,  town  of,  discharged  from  an  assessment  ....  327 

Topsham,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 423 

town  of,  tax  abated .  934 

Torey,  David,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 925 

Jonathan,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 925 

Torrey,  John,  grant  for  payment  of  judgment  against               .  250 

Totman,  Reuben,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .  793 

Towns,  act  for  regulating,  etc 605 

Towns  : 

Adams,  bequest  for  maintenance  of  a  free  school  In  129 

Alford,  fine  abated 662 
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Almsbory,  fine  abated 282 

Ashfleld,  fine  abated 9H 

Bath,  fine  remitted 917 

Berwick,  execation  against,  stayed 897 

Bolton,  relating  to  certain  taxes 227 

Bowdoinham,  execation  stayed 428 

taxes  abated 406 

Boylston,  Incorporated 544 

Boothbaj,  taxes  abated 316 

Bradford,  First  Parish  in,  collection  of  taxes  In       ...  252 

Bristol,  taxes  abated 815 

Brookline,  fine  abated 688 

Boxton,  taxes  abated 297 

Chatham,  taxes  abated      .' 658 

Chester,  tax  laid  upon 867 

Chesterfield,  execation  against,  stayed 945 

tax  abated 866 

Cohasset,  execation  against,  discharged 286 

Conway,  Samael  Lace  and  others,  set  off  to  Groshen  .  .118 

Coxhall,  collection  of  taxes  in 279 

Cammington,  northerly  part  of,  incorporated  into  the  district 

ofPlainfield 116 

Dalton,  taxes  abated 402 

Dedham,  foarth  precinct,  incorporated  into  a  precinct  by  the 

name  of  Dover 61 

Douglas,  fine  abated 814,  880 

Eastham,  taxes  abated 374 

Easthampton,  district  of,  incorporated 486 

East  Sadbary,  act  incorporating,  amended       .        »        .        .  546 

fine  abated 264 

Edgecombe,  taxes  abated .  816 

Egremont,  execation  against,  stayed 906 

Ealmoath,  taxes  abated 874 

Foxborough,  fine  abated 902 

Fryebarg,  taxes  abated 987 

Gardner,  incorporated 448 

Goshen,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  caase,  etc.      .        .  945 

S&muel  Lace  and  others,  of  Conway,  set  ofl'to  .        .        .  118 

Grafton,  fine  remitted 372 

Granville,  divided  into  three  separate  parishes         .        .        .  184 

Great  Barrington,  relating  to  certain  taxes       ....  286 

Hancock,  fine  abated 879 

Heath,  incorporated 115 

Ipswich,  part  of,  annexed  to  Rowley 491 

Klttery,  fine  abated 208 

Lebanon,  lands  annexed  to 127 
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Leicester,  execntlon  against,  recalled 400 

Lenox,  petition  that  a  part  of  Stockbridge  may  be  annexed  to,  287 

Leominster,  tax  abated 877 

Little  Fails,  plantation  of,  bounds  defined        .        .  '     .        .  845 

Littleton,  flue  abated 801 

Lynn,  fine  abated 890 

Lynnfield,  district  of,  fine  abated 890 

Machias,  Incorporated 14 

Maiden,  fine  abated 239 

Mednmcook,  tax  abated 816 

Milford,  fine  abated 814 

Newcastle,  taxes  abated 816 

Northampton  and  Southampton,  parts  of,  incorporated  as  the 

district  of  Easthampton 436 

Parsonsfleld,  incorporated 188 

Paxton,  fine  abated 426 

Plainfield,  district  of,  incorporated 176 

Plantation  No.  4,  tax  abated 681 

Plantation  of  Pearsontown  Incorporated  as  the  town  of  Stan- 
dish      602 

Plantation  of  Shaplelgh  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Shaplelgh,  126 

Pownalborough,  execution  against,  stayed       ....  428 

fine  remitted 814 

Richmond,  name  established 126 

Richmont,  name  changed  to  Richmond 126 

Rowe,  incorporated 112 

Rowley,  part  of  Ipswich  annexed  to 491 

Sandwich,  tax  abated 874 

Sanford,  certain  lands  annexed  to 128,  567 

fine  abated 880 

Scarborough,  fine  abated 218 

Shaplelgh,  incorporated .        .126 

Sherburne,  fine  abated 649 

taxes  abated 275 

Shrewsbury,  northerly  parish  in,  Incorporated  as  the  town  of 

Boylston 544 

St.  George's,  tax  abated 816 

Standish,  execution  against,  stayed  .        .        .        .     '.        .811 

incorporated • 602 

Sterling,  One  abated '349 

Sterlington,  tax  abated 816 

Stockbridge,  petition  that  part  of,  may  be  annexed  to  Lenox  .  287 

Stnrbridge,  allowance  to,  for  support  of  John  Lace       .        .  212 

Sudbury,  fine  abated 288 

Thomaston,  tax  abated      ....'....  316 

TIsbury,  tax  abated 784 
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Topsham,  execution  againgt,  stayed 423 

Townsend,  proprietors  of,  grant  of  township  No.  8  confirmed 

to 886 

Truro,  tuces  abated 374,  652 

Westminster,  fine  abated 289 

Wiibraham,  fine  abated 289 

Williamsburgh,  tax  abated 876 

Worcester,  gore  of  land  annexed  to 434 

Yarmouth,  taxes  abated 374 

Townsend,  town  of,  lands  between  rivers  Schoodic  and  Cobscook, 

granted  to  proprietors  of 410 

Towns  in  Lincoln  county,  executions  against,  stayed                         .  248 

Township  No.  8,  grant  of,  to  proprietors  of  Townsend,  confirmed    .  886 

Townships  Nos.  1,  4,  6,  6,  grants  confirmed 645 

Nos.  1,  2,  4,  5,  6,  grant  of,  to  David  Marsh  and  others,  con- 
firmed    406 

Tracy,  John,  grant  to,  for  use  of  brigantine  Pallas     ....  228 

John,  Interest  allowed  on  note  in  favor  of       ...        .  224 

Tralette,  Michael,  estate  of 846 

Transportation  of  stores  to  the  army,  allowance  for  payment  of  219 

Trask,  Samuel,  empowered  to  collect  taxes 252 

Tray,  Elizabeth,  Natick  Indian,  account  of 988 

Treadwell,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         -        .        .        .        .  827 

Treasurer,  to  abate  fine  of  town  of  Waltham 671 

to  abate  fine  laid  on  town  of  Pepperellborough                        .  867 

act  authorizing  payment  to  Jonathan  Jackson,  repealed  .        .  807 
to  accept  bonds  from  selectmen  of  Belchertown  for  Hezekiah 

Root 869 

to  allow  wages  to  Jesse  Cowit 900 

to  allow  wages  to  Daniel  Goold 901 

to  allow  wages  of  Henry  Lovering 906 

to  allow  wages  of  Thomas  Murphy 926 

to  allow  Asa  Narramore,  soldier,  wages  while  a  prisoner  675 

to  allow  wages  of  Moses  Smith 940 

to  allow  wages  to  Giles  Tallman 900 

to  allow  wages  due  Sylvanus  Shaw  and  Samuel  Thomas  .        .  648 
to  allow  interest  on  securities  to  purchasers  of  certain  real 

estate 284 

to  borrow  money  to  pay  members  of  general  court .        .        .873 
to  call  upon  collectors  of  town  of  Bristol  .        .        .939 

to  certify  balances  due  clerks  in  his  office         ....  698 
to  compel  delinquent  sheriib  and  collectors  to  settle  their 

accounts 316 

to  continue  consolidating  government  securities,     225,  272,  878,  761 

to  credit  town  of  Bath  for  men  furnished        ....  405 

to  credit  town  of  Bath  for  fine  remitted 917 
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Treasurer,  to  credit  town  of  Bermck  for  certain  taxes,  etc.  .  897 

to  credit  town  of  Bowdoinham  tor  certain  taxes      .  406 

to  credit  town  of  Conway  for  fine  abated 914 

to  credit  town  of  Egremont  for  quota  of  beef        .        .        .  906 

to  credit  town  of  Fryebarg  for  certain  taxes    ....  938 

to  credit  Georgetown  with  sum  charged  against  them  .  812 

to  credit  town  of  Hancock  for  a  certain  line    ....  879 

to  credit  collectors  of  Lebanon  for  certain  taxes      .        .  86S 

to  credit  plantation  of  Little  Falls  for  certain  fines  and  taxes,  901 

to  credit  town  of  Maiden  for  quota  of  beef     ....  885 

to  credit  district  of  New  Ashf ord  for  tax  abated    .        .        .  '  847 

to  credit  town  of  New  Gloucester  for  certain  taxes         .        .  896 

to  credit  town  of  Plttsfield  for  quota  of  beef  ....  917 

to  credit  town  of  Pownalborough  with  tax  .        .        .  814 

to  credit  town  of  Richmond  with  service  of  four  men  .  686 

to  credit  town  of  South  Brlmfleld  for  beef  tax  .  .922 

to  credit  plantation  of  Sylvester  for  certain  taxes  .  .  890 

to  credit  town  of  Tlsbury  with  sum  of  money  ....  784 

to  credit  town  of  Topsham  for  tax  abated        ....  984 

to  credit  town  of  Wareham  for  tax  abated       ....  935 
to  credit  town  of  WlUlamsburgh  for  fine  abated                      .941 

to  credit  town  of  Wlnthrop  with  fine 808 

to  credit  town  of  Woolwich  with  sum  charged  against  them  .  813 

to  credit  George  Strout  for  taxes 643 

to  credit  Ezra  Tllton  with  money  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy,  741 

to  credit  Samuel  Ward  with  sum  of  money  by  discount  .        .  800 

to  credit  James  Witherell  for  certain  taxes      ....  868 

to  deliver  certain  notes  to  Job  Ransom 786 

directed  to  borrow  money  for  payment  of  members  of  general 

court    ..." 893 

directed  not  to  receive  public  securities  from  sheriffs,  etc., 

save  in  certain  cases 318 

directed  to  credit  town  of  Dalton  for  certain  taxes  .  402 
directed  to  abate  tax  on  town  of  Leominster    .                        .377 

to  discharge  note  of  Joslah  Edson 793 

to  discbarge  sums  charged  against  certain  towns  in  York 

county 670 

empowered  to  exchange  old  continental  money        .        .        .  950 

to  give  bond 227 

to  give  Jonathan  Jackson  note  for  loss  of  ships  748 

to  Issue  note,  bearing  Interest,  to  John  W.  Ulake  for  services,  763 

to  Issue  new  notes  to  John  Crosset 863 

to  Issue  new  notes  to  Cornelius  Davis 862 

to  Issue  new  note  to  Nathaniel  Eaton 926 

to  issue  new  due  bill  to  John  Smith  in  lieu  of  one  lost     .        .  641 

to  issue  new  note  to  Increase  Steams  in  lieu  of  one  forged  640 

to  issue  new  notes  to  Renben  Taylor 945- 
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Treasurer,  to  Issue  new  notes  to  soldiers  whose  pay  has  been  drawn 

on  forged  orders 421 

807 
801 
821 
408 
774 
768 
780 
945 
797 
786 
779 
400 


to  pay  John  Brown,  soldter,  sum  due  him 

to  pay  Samuel  Eddy  sum  due  him     . 

to  pay  bounty  or  wages  due  Joseph  Loomer 

to  lay  his  accounts  before  the  general  court 

to  pay  heirs  of  Noah  Hutchlns,  soldier,  sum  due  for  services 

to  pay  two  notes  to  David  Kemp,  Jr.,  for  wages  while  a  prlsonei 

to  pay  William  LeBaron,  soldier,  sum  due  for  services    . 

to  pay  account  of  James  Perry 

to  pay  Ebenezer  Prout  for  services  . 

to  pay  Sarah  Smith  and  David  Phelps  sums  due  them 

to  pay  Timothy  Walker,  soldier,  In  full    .... 

to  recall  execution  against  town  of  Leicester   . 

to  recall  executions  against  the  town  of  Stockbridge      .       217,  253 

to  recall  execution  against  the  town  of  Sturbridge  .  .813 

to  recall  warrants  for  taxes  Issued  against  plantation  of  Massa- 

beseck 346 

to  receive  of  Joslah  Hayden  certain  money  for  taxes  •      921 

to  receive  certain  notes  of  Thomas  Pease  for  taxes  .        .      942 

to  receive  certain  bills  from  John  Morey 911 

to  receive  continental  money  in  payment  of  discharge  of  taxes,  921 
to  receive  of  Joseph  Baker  certain  notes  in  settlement  of 

accounts       .        .        . ' 927 

to  receive  certain  notes  of  William  Hudson  Ballard  for  taxes,      900 
to  receive  old  continental  money  ft'om  John  M inkier  In  dis- 
charge of  tax .  865 

to  receive  certain  certificates  in  part,  for  taxes  ...  60 
to  receive  a  certain  portion  of  all  fees  collected  by  the  naval 

officer  of  Boston 648 

to  receive  a  certain  sum  of  money  and  credit  the  same  to  Col. 

Dumroer  Sewall 658 

to  receive  continental  money  from  collector  of  Barnstable  .  852 
to  receive  continental  money  from  collector  of  Eastham  275 

to  receive  continental  money  Arom  collector  of  Lancaster  846 

to  receive  continental  money  from  collector  of  Loudon  .  .  892 
to  receive  continental  money  from  collector  of  Medf ord .  .  886 
to  receive  securities  from  heirs  of  Richard  Derby  ...  642 
to  receive  securities  from  Oliver  Witt  In  payment  of  bond  .  740 
to  receive  a  sum  of  continental  money  from  George  Babcock,       802 

to  refund  purchase  money  to  Levi  Lane 687 

to  renew  certain  notes 428 

to  renew  note  of  Ebenezer  Harrington 685 

to  return  account  of  balances  due  from  collectors,  etc.  .  .  247 
to  stay  execution  against  the  town  of  Ward  ....  670 
to  stay  executions  against  towns  in  Lincoln  county,  248,  296,  422 
to  suspend  executions  against  towns  In  Dukes  county  .      219 
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Treasurer,  to  suspend  executions  against  town  of  Sherburne   .  741 

to  suspend  executions  against  certain  towns  In  Lincoln  county,  422 

allowance  to 678 

directed  to  obtain  payment  of  sums  due    .  680 

may  Issue  certificates  In  certain  cases 160 

naval  officers  to  render  accounts  of  fees  to      ...        .  648 

not  to  proceed  against  Joseph  Baker 811 

Treasurer's  accounts  for  county  of  Middlesex,  allowed             .      282,  799 

county  of  Suffolk,  allowed 791 

county  of  York,  allowed 816 

county  of  Worcester,  allowed 681 

county  of  Bristol,  allowed 822 

Treasurers,  county,  time  and  manner  of  appointing,  etc.   .        .        .  612 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  message  from  the  governor,  stating 

balance  due 784 

Trespass,  penalties  for 485 

Trlscott,  Samuel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 902 

Trunday,  Samuel,  land  granted  to 925 

Truro,  town  of,  taxes  abated 652 

Trustees  of  the  Congregational  Society  In  Orange,  Incorporated  49 

of  Derby  school.  Incorporated  .......  108 

Trustees  of  Dummer  Academy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       .        .  871 
of  the  donation  of  Ephralm  Williams  for  maintaining  a  free 

school  in  Wllllamstown,  Incorporated       .  .        .180 

Tudor,  John,  allowance  to 264 

Tufts,  Cotton,  trustee 108 

Tupper,  Benjamin,  member  of  committee 844 

Benjamin,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 946 

Turner,  Charles,  and  others,  committee  on  account^  .        .       218,  771,  817 
John,  and  others,  guardians  of  Plymouth  Indians,  may  sell 

land      . 205 

Twitchel,  Joseph,  and  others,  guardians  of  Natick  Indians,  may  sell 

certain  lands,  etc 208,  337,  418 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  p^ltion  of 932 

Tyler,  Belcher,  land  granted  to 924 

George,  land  granted  to 924 

Joseph,  land  granted  to 924 

Tyng,  Capt.  William,  township  granted  to  heirs  and  assigns  of       .  838 

Tyng's  township,  proprietors  of,  granted  certain  lands      .        .        .  338 

Tyringham,  town  of,  taxes  remitted   .        . 898 

u. 

Ulmer,  Lieut.  George,  pension  granted 899 

United  States,  amendment  to  the  eighth  article  of  confederation  of  .  451 
commissioner  on  claims  against,  to  give  his  attendance  at  Bos- 
ton         634 
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United  States,  land'of  the  Commonwealth  between  the  Hudson  and 

Mississippi  rivers,  to  be  ceded  to  .        .       Ill,  184 

relating  to  claims  of  Commonwealth  against    ....      857 
report  to  be  made  of  military  stores  within  the  Commonwealth 

belonging  to  ' 311 

sureties  for  commissioner  on  board  of  treasury,  to  be  indemni- 
fied by  the  state 424 

Unwholesome  provisions,  penalty  for  selling 188 

V. 

Valuation,  new,  to  be  taken 57 

copies  of  schedule  to  be  printed 252 

plan  of  schedule  for 222 

resolve  making  alterations  in 883 

Valuation  committee,  report  of,  and  county  estimates,  to  be  bound 

in  one  volume 883 

Vamum,  Joseph  Bradley,  and  others,  appointed  committee  on  ac- 
counts   213 

Joseph  B.,  member  of  committee 663,  666 

Vassall,  John,  absentee,  estate  of 209,  287 

Vellum,  licensed,  duties  imposed  upon 186,  458 

Vengeance  and  Monmouth,  payment  for  loss  of,  on  Penobscot  expe- 
dition   748,807 

Vessels,  foreign,  duty  upon,  for  maintenance  of  light  houses  .  46 

Vinton,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 648 

Wadsworth,  Jeremiah,  order  from  congress  in  favor  of,  to  be  paid .  230 

Wait,  John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 747 

Wakefield,  Benjamin,  soldier,  to  receive  notes  in  payment  of  sums 

due  him 765 

James,  and  family,  naturalized 522 

Waldo,  Brig.  Gen.,  estate  of 699 

Brig.  Gen.,  grant  of  land  confirmed  to  heirs  of        ...  699 

Francis,  absentee,  estate  of 209,  341 

Waldoborough,  town  of,  taxes  abated        .  - 315 

Wales,  Ebenezer,  member  of  committee 929 

Walker,  Nathaniel,  and  wife,  allowed  to  enter  an  appeal  ...  361 

Robert,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 695 

Timothy,  soldier,  allowance  to 779 

Timothy,  Jr. ,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 632 

Walley,  Thomas,  resignation  of 804 

and  John  Simonds,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .  287 

Walpole,  town  of,  taxes  abated  .        .                .        .        .        .        .  316 

fine  abated 368 
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Walsh»  Michael,  naturalized 607 

Waltham,  selectmen  of  the  town  of,  to  support  certain  paupers  682 

town  of,  fine  abated 671 

lottery  granted  for  repairs,  etc.,  of  bridge  in  Watertown  12 
Walton,  Isaac,  soldier,  wages  to  be  paid  heirs  of  .  •  .416 
Wampum,  belt  of,  report  on  presentation  of,  by  eastern  Indians  to 

congress 207 

Ward,  Artemas,  allowance  to 906 

Edmund,  trustee.  Congregational  Society  in  Orange                .  49 

Joseph,  late  mustering  officer,  allowance  to      .  877 

MUes,  Sd,  empowered  to  collect  taxes  in  Salem               .        .  896 

Richard,  allowance  to 669 

Samuel,  to  be  credited  with  sum  of  money  by  discoimt  .  800 

Samuel,  manager  of  a  lottery,  discharged  from  the  trust  821 

Samuel,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.      .  862 

Stephen,  allowance  for  apprehension  of 276 

Ward,  town  of,  treasurer  to  stay  execution  against   •  670 

Ware,  Jesse,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 786 

Oliver,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.        .        .814 

Wareham,  town  of,  executions  against,  stayed 896 

tax  abated 986 

Warner,  Jonathan,  member  of  committee 817 

Wareham,  pension  granted 884 

Warren,  town  of,  taxes  abated 816 

Warren,  Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 902 

Lieut.  James,  Jr.,  pension  granted 884 

Dr.  John,  allowance  to 916 

Joseph,  collector  of  taxes,  execution  against,  stayed       .        .  896 

Maj .  Oen . ,  concerning  erection  of  monument  to  the  memory  of,  412 

Seth,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 769,  839 

Warriner,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .  446 

Warrinor,  James,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .  289 

Washburn,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  to  oversee  repairs  to  beach  at  Plymouth,  632 

Joshua,  soldier,  allowance  to 669 

Seth,  member  of  committee 686 

Seth,  and  others,  committee  on  accounts  .        .  213,  771,  794 

Washington,  town  of,  no  process  to  issue  against      ....  694 
Waterman,  Anthony,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     •        .912 

Nathaniel,  estate  of   . 861 

Thomas,  estate  of 912 

Waters,  Josiah,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 896 

Watertown  bridge  lottery,  managers  to  be  granted  longer  time  for 

repairs,  etc 686 

town  of,  lottery  granted  for  repairing  and  widening  bridge 

over  Charles  river  in 12 

Watson,  Abraham,  error  in  Judgment  in  favor  of,  may  be  cor- 
rected .        .        .      • 269 
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Wells,  Mercy,  widow,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  797 

Nathaniel,  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  Into  the  disposal 

of  certain  fire  arms 669,  914 

Nathaniel,  allowance  to 420,  949 

Nathaniel,  and  others,  appointed  a  committee  to  sell  unappro- 
priated lands  In  connty  of  Cumberland      ....      881 
Nathaniel,  member  of  committee       ....       340,  806,  881 
Sarah,  and  Mercy  Wells,  minors,  guardians  empowered  to  sell 

land 797 

Wellman,  Stephen,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.  786 

Wendell,  Oliver,  and  others,  Incorporated  as  a  charitable  society    .      615 

West,  Caleb,  empowered  to  sell  land 806 

Prince,  deed  of  land  to 298 

Westborough,  selectmen  of  the  town  of,  to  remove  poor  persons     .      688 

Western,  Frances  Shirley,  allowance  to 687 

Westfield,  town  of,  proceedings  against,  stayed         .       .  .690 

selectmen  of,  to  receive  from  Jabez  Hatch  a  sum  of  money 

for  furnishing  transportation 677 

Westhampton,  town  of,  may  choose  town  ofllcers     ....      626 
Westminster,  town  of,  deduction  from  valuation      ....      888 

fine  abated 289 

land  of  Commonwealth  adjoining,  may  be  sold       .        .        .      952 
part  of,  Incorporated  Into  the  town  of  Gardner        ...      448 
Westminster  and  Fltchburg,  land  lying  between  the  towns  of,  to  be 

surveyed 825 

Weston,  town  of,  fine  abated 298 

lottery  granted,  for  repairing  bridge,  etc.,  over  Charles  river 

In  Watertown 12 

West  parish  In  Almsbury,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         ...      858 
West  Springfield,  certain  lands  in,  Incorporated  Into  one  common 

and  general  field 471,  498 

Wetmore,  William,  and  Sally  Wetmore,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .      840 

Whale  fishery,  bounties  to  be  paid  on 795 

Whately,  proprietors  of  Great  Swamp  In,  to  be  assessed   .        .        .747 
Wheeler,  Asahel,  and  Moses  Stone,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .668 

Valentine,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 779 

Whltbeck,  Thomas  L.,  judgment  In  favor  of,  suspended  .        .        .      912 
White,  David,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of         .        .        .      498 

«       Ebenezer,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 686 

John,  relating  to  wages  drawn  by 786 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 219 

John,  Jr.,  soldier,  allowance  for  attendance  on  .  •  .  219 
Jonathan,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .  471 
Preserved,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .  .  .445 
Robert,  to  be  notified  to  appear  and  show  cause,  etc.       .  880 

Samuel,  Timothy  and  Phillips,  may  enter  I4>peal  .  851,  868 
William,  estate  of 851,  868 
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Whiting,  William,  representative,  allowance  to 686 

Whitmore,  Joseph,  land  granted  to 925 

Whitney,  Daniel,  member  of  committee 960 

Daniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 649 

Oliver,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 790 

Timothy,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 892 

Whittaker,  William,  allowance  to 686 

Whittier,  Isaac,  to  be  commissioned 874 

Wigglesworth,  Rev.  Edward,  allowance  to 217 

Wilbraham,  town  of,  fine  abated 289 

Wilder,  Abel,  member  of  committee .798 

Ephraim,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 849 

Jonathan, '  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge,  etc.,  in 

Lancaster 821 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 757 

Joslah,  manager  of  a  lottery,  discharged  ttom  the  trost  .        .821 

Wiley,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of  .        .        .        .  402 

WiUaby,  Hoyt,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 874 

Willard,  Abel,  absentee,  estate  of 210,  870 

Abel,  absentee,  claim  against  the  estate  of       ...        .  789 

Abijah,  relative  to  estate  of 789 

Rev.  Joseph,  allowance  to 216 

Rev.  Joseph,  and  others,  incorporated  as  a  charitable  society,  616 

Rev.  Joseph,  relating  to  pastorate  of 889 

Samuel,  relating  to  appeal  of 756 

Simon,  exclusive  right  to  make  and  sell  dock  Jacks,  granted 

to 46 

Williams,  Ebenezer,  collector  of  taxes  in  Milton,  appointment  con- 
firmed    824 

Ephraim,  relating  to  bequest  of 128 

George,  relative  to  claim  of 686 

Greorge,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 872,  412 

Israel,  executor 128 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 862 

John  Chandler,  resolve  on  the  petition  of       ...        .  680 

John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     ...        .  798 

Leonard,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 671 

Thomas,  estate  of 226 

William,  allowance  to 692 

William,  trustee 130 

Wllllamsburgh,  town  of,  fine  abated 941 

town  of,  taxes  abated 876 

treasurer  to  receive  continental' money  in  payment  of  taxes  on,  921 

Willlamstown,  town  of,  bequest  for  maintenance  of  a  free  school  in,  128 

Willis,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of   .        .        .  864 

Jireh,  may  sell  certain  land 847 

Samuel,  estate  of 847 
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Wills,  probate  of,  etc,  coDcerniDg 447 

Wilson,  Robert,  and  otliers,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .      684 

Winchendon  lottery,  managers  may  publish  list  of  prizes  ...      798 

Wlnchendon,  town  of,  deduction  ftrom  valuation        ....      883 

part  of,  incorporated  into  town  of  Gardner      ....      443 

relative  to  collection  of  taxes  in 864 

Winchester,  Daniel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 922 

Windham,  town  of,  may  present  duplicate  returns  of  beef       .  259 

Wing,  Edward,  set  off  from  Conway  to  Goshen         .        .        .        .118 

Winn,  John,  estate  of 780 

Winslow,  Isaac,  absentee,  license  granted  to  reside  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, approved         ....         243,  281,  401,  697 
Wlnthrop,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed    .....      423 

fine  remitted 802 

Wlnthrop,  sloop,  allowance  to  commander  for  wages        .  .391 

Witham,  Asa,  guardians  of  children  of,  may  enter  appeal ...      650 
Witherell,  James,  discharged  ftt>m  certain  taxes  .        .       628, 868 

Witt,  Daniel,  debt  remitted 247,  275 

Oliver,  resolve  on  the  petition  of      ...        .       357,  627,  740 

Wood,  Abiel,  may  re-enter  action 766 

Abiel,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 686 

Oliver,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 207 

Patience,  Plymouth  Indian,  land  may  be  sold  for  benefit  of    .      205 
Woodbrldge,  Jahleel,  agent  to  ascertain  boundary  line  between  Com- 
monwealth and  state  of  New  York 895 

Woodbury,  Jonathan,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .765 
Peter,  resolve  on  appeal,  in  action  against       ....      757 
Woodman,  Cook  and  Bagley,  land  granted  to,  annexed  to  town  of 

Lebanon 127 

Woodman,  John,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of    .        .        .868 

Woodson,  Samuel,  soldier,  allowance  to 829 

Wool,  message  relative  to  the  manufacture  of 840 

Woolwich,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 423 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of     .        •        .        .813 
Worcester,  county  of,  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 

the  peace  to  levy  tax  on  inhabitants  of      .        .        .      676,  872 

land  in,  to  be  surveyed       . 825 

regiment  of  cavalry  may  be  raised  in 520 

tax  granted 849 

treasurer's  accounts  allowed 681 

Worcester  and  Middlesex  counties,  dividing  line  changed  651 

Worcester,  town  of,  cannon  to  be  returned  to    .  .912 

gore  of  land  annexed  to     .        .  ' 434 

land  granted  for  county  goal  in 849 

Worth,  John,  member  of  committee 857 

Worthington,  John,  executor 128 

John,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 683 
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Worton,  Samuel,  and  others,  resolve  on  the  petition  of     .        .        •      801 
Wrentham,  town  of,  resolye  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of 818,  950 

Wright,  Daniel,  allowance  to 278 

Joseph,  resolve  on  the  petition  of 916 

Writ  of  habeas  corpus,  form  of,  etc ■      .        .      1 78 

Writs  in  civil  causes,  forms  of,  etc 86,  168 

Wyer,  Thomas,  estate  of 867 

T. 

Yarmouth,  town  of,  taxes  abated 374 

York  county,  executions  against  towns  In,  to  be  returned  to  the 

treasurer 357 

part  of  plantation  of  Flint's  Town  in,  set  off  to  Cumberland 

county .      545 

sum  or  sums  charged  against  certain  towns  in,  to  be  remitted,      670 

tax  granted 328, 815 

unappropriated  land  in,  to  be  sold 220,  dOO 
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